
OUR WORK 



Mark 8:36, 37: For 

what shall it profit a 

man, if he shall gain the 

whole world, and lose 

his own soul? 37: Or 

what shall a man give in 

exchange for his soul? 



 



WHERE HAVE WE GONE 
WRONG IN THE WORK? 
 
FINISHERS OF THE 
REFORMATION 



ACCEPTABLE TIME 
PERIODS 

•We are again in an acceptable 
Time Period 

•Adventism was birthed out of the 
Reformation 

•Adventism presented the best 
opportunity of Finishing this Great 
Controversy 



PROMISE OF REVIVAL  

• Hos 5:15  I will go and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their 
affliction they will seek me early.  

• Hos 6:1  Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he 
will bind us up.  

• Hos 6:2  After two days will he revive us: in the third day 
he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.  



•Since many other 
church-denominations 
claim the reformation as 
their fathers, what then 
do Adventists have to 
offer the world? The 
answer is the gospel of 
Righteousness by Faith. 



FINISHING THE REFORMATION 

•The Reformation did not, as 
many suppose, end with Luther. It 
is to be continued to the close of 
this world's history. …From that 
time to this, new light has been 
continually shining upon the 
Scriptures, and new truths have 
been constantly unfolding.  {GC 
148.4}   



FINISHING THE 
REFORMATION 

• Christ was a protestant. He protested against the formal 
worship of the Jewish nation, who rejected the counsel 
of God against themselves. He told them that they 
taught for doctrines the commandments of men, and 
that they were pretenders and hypocrites. Like whited 
sepulchers they were beautiful without, but within full of 
impurity and corruption. {RH, June 1, 1886 par. 14}   



CONTINUED  

• The Reformers date back to Christ and the apostles. 
They came out and separated themselves from a 
religion of forms and ceremonies. Luther and his 
followers did not invent the reformed religion. They 
simply accepted it as presented by Christ and the 
apostles. The Bible is presented to us as a sufficient 
guide; but the pope and his workers remove it from the 
people as if it were a curse, because it exposes their 
pretensions and rebukes their idolatry.  {RH, June 1, 
1886 par. 14}   



SYMBOLIC 
NAME 



THE LORD JESUS WILL ALWAYS HAVE A CHOSEN PEOPLE TO SERVE HIM. WHEN 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE REJECTED CHRIST, THE PRINCE OF LIFE, HE TOOK FROM 
THEM THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND GAVE IT UNTO THE GENTILES. GOD WILL 
CONTINUE TO WORK ON THIS PRINCIPLE WITH EVERY BRANCH OF HIS WORK. 
WHEN A CHURCH PROVES UNFAITHFUL TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
WHATEVER THEIR POSITION MAY BE, HOWEVER HIGH AND SACRED THEIR 
CALLING, THE LORD CAN NO LONGER WORK WITH THEM. OTHERS ARE THEN 
CHOSEN TO BEAR IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES. BUT, IF THESE IN TURN DO 
NOT PURIFY THEIR LIVES FROM EVERY WRONG ACTION, IF THEY DO NOT 
ESTABLISH PURE AND HOLY PRINCIPLES IN ALL THEIR BORDERS, THEN THE 
LORD WILL GRIEVOUSLY AFFLICT AND HUMBLE THEM AND, UNLESS THEY 
REPENT, WILL REMOVE THEM FROM THEIR PLACE AND MAKE THEM A 
REPROACH. . . .  {UL 131.3}  



WHO IS TO 

FINISH THE 

WORK!!!!! 



The great and wonderful work of the last gospel 

message is to be carried on now as it has never 

been before. The world is to receive the light of 

truth through an evangelizing ministry of the word in 

our books and periodicals. Our publications are to 

show that the end of all things is at hand. I am 

bidden to say to our publishing houses: "Lift up the 

standard; lift it up higher. Proclaim the third angel's 

message, that it may be heard by all the world. Let 

it be seen that 'here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.' 

Revelation 14:12. Let our literature give the 

message as a witness to all the world."  {9T 61.1}  



 Jesus sends his people a message of warning to prepare them for his 

coming. To the prophet John was made known the closing work in the 

great plan of man's redemption. He beheld an angel flying "in the midst 

of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 

dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 

people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for 

the hour of his Judgment is come; and worship him that made heaven, 

and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters." [Revelation 14:6, 

7.]  {4SP 199.2}  

 

The angel represented in prophecy as delivering this message, 

symbolizes a class of faithful men, who, obedient to the promptings of 

God's Spirit and the teachings of his word, proclaim this warning to the 

inhabitants of earth. This message was not to be committed to the 

religious leaders of the people. They had failed to preserve their 

connection with God, and had refused the light from Heaven; therefore 

they were not of the number described by the apostle Paul: "But ye, 

brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 

thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day; we are 

not of the night nor of darkness." [1 Thessalonians 5:4, 5.]  {4SP 199.3}  



Time is short, and our forces must be organized 

to do a larger work. Laborers are needed who 

comprehend the greatness of the work and 

who will engage in it, not for the wages they 

receive, but from a realization of the nearness of 

the end. The time demands greater efficiency 

and deeper consecration. Oh, I am so full of this 

subject that I cry to God: "Raise up and send 

forth messengers filled with a sense of their 

responsibility, messengers in whose hearts self-

idolatry, which lies at the foundation of all sin, 

has been crucified." {9T 27.2}  



UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES WE ARE LIVING IN 
 

 
Zec 1:4 Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former 

prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; 

Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: 

but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 

 

Ho 6:1-3 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath 

torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us 

up. After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will 

raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, 

if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared 

as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the 

latter and former rain unto the earth. 

 



 
THE CALL TO 

ENLIST  



• Christ is calling for volunteers to enlist under His standard, and bear the 
banner of the cross before the world. The church is languishing for the 
help of young men who will bear a courageous testimony, who will 
with their ardent zeal stir up the sluggish energies of God's people, and 
so increase the power of the church in the world. Young men are 
wanted who will resist the tide of worldliness, and lift a voice of warning 
against taking the first steps in immorality and vice.  {MYP 24.3}  

•   

• But first the young men who would serve God, and give themselves to 
His work, must cleanse the soul temple of all impurity, and enthrone 
Christ in the heart; then they will be enabled to put energy into their 
Christian effort, and will manifest enthusiastic zeal in persuading men to 
be reconciled to Christ. Will not our young men respond to the 
invitation of Christ, and answer, "Here am I; send me"? Young men, 
press to the front, and identify yourselves as laborers together with 
Christ, taking up the work where He left it, to carry it on to its 
completion.--Review and Herald, June 16, 1891.   {MYP 25.1} 



• Those of the youth  

• Who put on the whole armor of God,  

• Who will devote time every day to self-examination,  

• Who will seek the Lord in earnest prayer, and  

• Who will diligently study the Scriptures,  

• Will have the help of the angels of God,  

• And will form characters that will fit them  

• For the society of the redeemed in the kingdom of 
glory.  {OHC 206.4}   



• You are now to get ready for the time of trial. Now you are to know 
whether your feet are planted on the Eternal Rock. You must have an 
individual experience, and not depend upon others for your light. 
When you are brought to the test, how do you know that you will not 
be alone, with no earthly friend at your side? Will you then be able to 
realize that Christ is your support? Will you be able to recall the 
promise, "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the world"? There 
will be invisible ones all about you bent upon your destruction. Satan 
and his agents will seek in every way to make you waver from your 
steadfastness to God and His truth. But if you have an eye single to His 
glory, you need not take thought as to how you shall witness for His 
truth.  {OHC 356.3}   

• Young men and women, are you growing up to the full stature of men 
and women in Christ, so that when the crisis comes, you cannot be 
separated from the Source of your strength? If we would stand during 
the time of test, we must now, in the time of peace, be gaining a living 
experience in the things of God. We must now learn to understand 
what are the deep movings of the Spirit of God. Christ must be our all 
and in all, the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end.  {OHC 356.4}  



• I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 1 John 2:14. 

• The work of God is in need of youthful ardor, zeal, and courage. Mental and 
physical vigor are essential for the advancement of the cause of God. To plan 
with clear mind and execute with courageous hand demand fresh and 
uncrippled energies. In order that the work may be forwarded in all its 
branches, God calls for youthful ardor. Young men and young women are 
invited to give Him the strength of their youth, that through the exercise of their 
God-given powers, through healthful thought and vigorous action, they may 
bring glory to God and salvation to men. God calls upon you, young men, to 
make the most of the powers entrusted to you. Cultivate the habit of doing 
your best in everything you undertake. God is your Master, and you are His 
employed servants....  {OHC 282.2}  

•  I make an appeal to the youthful disciples of Christ to arouse, no longer to 
indulge in pleasure seeking, in self-love and ease; no longer be controlled by 
inclination, and by the lusts of the carnal heart....  {OHC 282.5}  My prayer to 
God is that the converting power of His Holy Spirit may come upon our youth, 
that they may become working agents to win scores of youth to Jesus Christ, 
that they may be among the number who shall be accounted wise, who shall 
"shine as the brightness of the firmament," and "as the stars for ever and ever." 
Daniel 12:3.  {OHC 282.6}  



 
WHO IS TO 

FINISH THE WORK 



• The trials of the children of Israel, and their attitude just before the first coming of 
Christ, illustrate the position of the people of God in their experience before the 
second coming of Christ.-- R. and H., 1890, No. 7.  {HL 280.1} 

•   

• It was God's will that the tidings of the Saviour's coming should be given in the 
Scandinavian countries; and when the voices of His servants were silenced, He put 
His Spirit upon the children, that the work might be accomplished. When Jesus 
drew near to Jerusalem attended by the rejoicing multitudes that, with shouts of 
triumph and the waving of palm branches, heralded Him as the Son of David, the 
jealous Pharisees called upon Him to silence them; but Jesus answered that all this 
was in fulfillment of prophecy, and if these should hold their peace, the very stones 
would cry out. The people, intimidated by the threats of the priests and rulers, 
ceased their joyful proclamation as they entered the gates of Jerusalem; but the 
children in the temple courts afterward took up the refrain, and, waving their 
branches of palm, they cried: "Hosanna to the Son of David!" Matthew 21:8-16. 
When the Pharisees, sorely displeased, said unto Him, "Hearest Thou what these 
say?" Jesus answered, "Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?" As God wrought through children at the time 
of Christ's first advent, so He wrought through them in giving the message of His 
second advent. God's word must be fulfilled, that the proclamation of the Saviour's 
coming should be given to all peoples, tongues, and nations.  {GC 367.2}   



• With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, 
how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour 
might be carried to the whole world! How soon might the end come,--
the end of suffering and sorrow and sin! How soon, in place of a 
possession here, with its blight of sin and pain, our children might 
receive their inheritance where "the righteous shall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein forever"; where "the inhabitant shall not say, I am 
sick," and "the voice of weeping shall be no more heard."--"Education," 
p. 271.  {MYP 196.1}   

•   

• As the faithful, toilworn standard-bearers are offering up their lives for 
the truth's sake, who will come forward to take their place? Will our 
young men accept the holy trust at the hands of their fathers? Are 
they preparing to fill the vacancies made by the death of the faithful? 
Will the apostle's charge be heeded, the call to duty be heard, amidst 
the incitements to selfishness and ambition that allure the youth?  {AA 
507.3} 



• We have an army of youth today who can do much if they are 
properly directed and encouraged. We want our children to believe 
the truth. We want them to be blessed of God. We want them to act a 
part in well-organized plans for helping other youth. Let all be so 
trained that they may rightly represent the truth, giving the reason of 
the hope that is within them, and honoring God in any branch of the 
work where they are qualified to labor. . . .  {TM 32.1}   

•   

• Young men should have broad ideas, wise plans, that they may make 
the most of their opportunities, catch the inspiration and courage that 
animated the apostles. John says, "I have written unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one." An elevated standard is 
presented before the youth, and God is inviting them to come into real 
service for Him. True-hearted young men who delight to be learners in 
the school of Christ, can do a great work for the Master, if they will only 
give heed to the command of the Captain as it sounds down along 
the lines to our time, "Quit you like men, be strong."  {MYP 24.1}   



• You are to be men who will walk humbly with God, 
who will stand before Him in your God-given 
manhood, free from impurity, free from all 
contamination from the sensuality that is corrupting 
this age. You must be men who will despise all falsity 
and wickedness, who will dare to be true and 
brave, holding aloft the blood-stained banner of 
Prince Emmanuel. Your talents will increase as you 
use them for the Master, and they will be esteemed 
precious by Him who has bought them with an 
infinite price. Do not sit down and neglect to do 
anything, simply because you cannot do some 
great thing, but do whatever your hands find to do, 
with thoroughness and energy. . . . .  {MYP 24.2}  



 
OUR HIGHER CALLING FOR 

COMMITMENT 



• M't 21:15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that 
he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son 
of David; they were sore displeased, 

•   

• Progress of Reform in Germany 

• Persons of all ranks were to be seen with the Bible in their hands, defending the 
doctrines of the Reformation. The papists who had left the study of the 
Scriptures to the priests and monks now called upon them to come forward 
and refute the new teachings. But, ignorant alike of the Scriptures and of the 
power of God, priests and friars were totally defeated by those whom they 
had denounced as unlearned and heretical. "Unhappily," said a Catholic 
writer, "Luther had persuaded his followers to put no faith in any other oracle 
than the Holy Scriptures."--D'Aubigne, b. 9, ch. 11. Crowds would gather to 
hear the truth advocated by men of little education, and even discussed by 
them with learned and eloquent theologians. The shameful ignorance of these 
great men was made apparent as their arguments were met by the simple 
teachings of God's word. Laborers, soldiers, women, and even children, were 
better acquainted with the Bible teachings than were the priests and learned 
doctors.  {GC 195.2}   



• THE HIGHEST WORK  

• The work above all work,--the business above all others 
which should draw and engage the energies of the soul,--is 
the work of saving souls for whom Christ has died. Make 
this the main, the important work of your life. Make it your 
special life work. Co-operate with Christ in this grand and 
noble work, and become home and foreign missionaries. 
Be ready and efficient to work at home or in far-off climes 
for the saving of souls. Work the works of God and 
demonstrate your faith in your Saviour by toiling for others. 
O that young and old were thoroughly converted to God, 
and would take up the duty that lies next them, and work 
as they have opportunity, becoming laborers together with 
God!--The Youth's Instructor, May 4, 1893.  {MYP 227.2}  



 As I saw what we must be in order to inherit glory, and 
then saw how much Jesus had suffered to obtain for us 
so rich an inheritance, I prayed that we might be 
baptized into Christ's sufferings, that we might not shrink 
at trials, but bear them with patience and joy, knowing 
what Jesus had suffered that we through his poverty and 
sufferings might be made rich. Said the angel, "deny 
self; ye must step fast." Some of us have had time to get 
the truth and to advance step by step, and every step we 
have taken has given us strength to take the next. But 
now time is almost finished, and what we have been 
years learning, they will have to learn in a few months. 
They will also have much to unlearn and much to learn 
again. Those who would not receive the mark of the 
beast and his image when the decree goes forth, must 
have decision now to say, nay, we will not regard the 
institution of the beast  {EW 67.2} 



 Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will 

not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not 

keep pace with the light. Those who have proved themselves 

unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the 

last solemn work few great men will be engaged. {5T 80.1} 

 

  As the faithful, toilworn standard-bearers are offering up 

their lives for the truth's sake, who will come forward to 

take their place? Will our young men accept the holy trust at 

the hands of their fathers? Are they preparing to fill the 

vacancies made by the death of the faithful? Will the 

apostle's charge be heeded, the call to duty be heard, amidst 

the incitements to selfishness and ambition that allure the 

youth?  {AA 507.3}  



 Those who feel no special pleasure in seeking to be a blessing to 

others, in working, even at a sacrifice, to do them good, cannot 

have the spirit of Christ or of heaven; for they have no union with 

the work of heavenly angels and cannot participate in the bliss 

that imparts elevated joy to them. Christ has said: "Joy shall be in 

heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 

nine just persons, which need no repentance." If the joy of angels 

is to see sinners repent, will it not be the joy of sinners, saved by 

the blood of Christ, to see others repent and turn to Christ through 

their instrumentality? In working in harmony with Christ and the 

holy angels we shall experience a joy that cannot be realized aside 

from this work.  {3T 381.4}   

   

 The principle of the cross of Christ brings all who believe under 

heavy obligations to deny self, to impart light to others, and to 

give of their means to extend the light. If they are in connection 

with heaven they will be engaged in the work in harmony with the 

angels.  {3T 382.1}   



 Divine wisdom has appointed, in the plan of salvation, the law of action 

and reaction, making the work of beneficence, in all its branches, twice 

blessed. He that gives to the needy blesses others, and is blessed himself 

in a still greater degree. God could have reached His object in saving 

sinners without the aid of man; but He knew that man could not be happy 

without acting a part in the great work in which he would be cultivating 

self-denial and benevolence.  {3T 382.4}   

   

 That man might not lose the blessed results of benevolence, our 

Redeemer formed the plan of enlisting him as His co-worker. By a chain of 

circumstances which would call forth his charities, He bestows upon man 

the best means of cultivating benevolence and keeps him habitually 

giving to help the poor and to advance His cause. He sends His poor as 

the representatives of Himself. By their necessities a ruined world are 

drawing forth from us talents of means and of influence to present to 

them the truth, of which they are in perishing need. And as we heed 

these calls by labor and by acts of benevolence we are assimilated to the 

image of Him who for our sakes became poor. In bestowing we bless 

others, and thus accumulate true riches.  {3T 382.5}   



 There has been a great lack of Christian benevolence in the church. Those who 

were the best able to do for the advancement of the cause of God have done but 

little. God has mercifully brought a class to the knowledge of the truth, that they 

might appreciate its priceless value in comparison with earthly treasures. Jesus 

has said to these: "Follow Me." He is testing them with an invitation to the supper 

which He has prepared. He is watching to see what characters they will develop, 

whether their own selfish interests will be considered of greater value than 

eternal riches. Many of these dear brethren are now by their actions framing the 

excuses mentioned in the following parable:  {3T 383.1}   

   

 "Then said He unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: and 

sent his servant at suppertime to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 

things are now ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The 

first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see 

it: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke of 

oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I 

have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that servant came, and 

showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his 

servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 

the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind."  {3T 383.2}   



 This parable correctly represents the condition of many professing to believe the 

present truth. The Lord has sent them an invitation to come to the supper which 

He has prepared for them at great cost to Himself; but worldly interests look to 

them of greater importance than the heavenly treasure. They are invited to take 

part in things of eternal value; but their farms, their cattle, and their home 

interests seem of so much greater importance than obedience to the heavenly 

invitation that they overpower every divine attraction, and these earthly things 

are made the excuse for their disobedience to the heavenly command, "Come; for 

all things are now ready." These brethren are blindly following the example of 

those represented in the parable. They look at their worldly possessions, and say: 

No, Lord, I cannot follow Thee; "I pray Thee have me excused."  {3T 383.3}   

   

 The very blessings which God has given to these men to prove them, to see if 

they will render "unto God the things that are God's," they use as an excuse that 

they cannot obey the claims of truth. They have grasped their earthly treasure in 

their arms and say, "I must take care of these things; I must not neglect the things 

of this life; these things are mine." Thus the hearts of these men have become as 

unimpressible as the beaten highway. They close the door of their hearts to the 

heavenly messenger, who says, "Come; for all things are now ready," and throw it 

open, inviting the entrance of the world's burden and business cares, and Jesus 

knocks in vain for admittance.  {3T 384.1}   



 Their hearts are so overgrown with thorns and with the cares of 

this life that heavenly things can find no place in them. Jesus 

invites the weary and heavy-laden with promises of rest if they 

will come to Him. He invites them to exchange the galling yoke of 

selfishness and covetousness, which makes them slaves to 

mammon, for His yoke, which He declares is easy, and His burden, 

which is light. He says: "Learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." He would have them 

lay aside the heavy burdens of worldly care and perplexity, and 

take His yoke, which is self-denial and sacrifice for others. This 

burden will prove to be light. Those who refuse to accept the 

relief which Christ offers them, and continue to wear the galling 

yoke of selfishness, tasking their souls to the utmost in plans to 

accumulate money for selfish gratification, have not experienced 

the peace and rest found in bearing the yoke of Christ and lifting 

the burdens of self-denial and disinterested benevolence which 

Christ has borne in their behalf.  {3T 384.2}   



By personal labor reach those around you. 

Become acquainted with them. Preaching will 

not do the work that needs to be done. Angels 

of God attend you to the dwellings of those you 

visit. This work cannot be done by proxy. 

Money lent or given will not accomplish it. 

Sermons will not do it. By visiting the people, 

talking, praying, sympathizing with them, you 

will win hearts. This is the highest missionary 

work that you can do. To do it, you will need 

resolute, persevering faith, unwearying 

patience, and a deep love for souls.--

Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41. 

 



 Everywhere there is a tendency to substitute the work 

of organizations for individual effort. Human wisdom 

tends to consolidation, to centralization, to the building 

up of great churches and institutions. Multitudes leave 

to institutions and organizations the work of 

benevolence; they excuse themselves from contact with 

the world, and their hearts grow cold. They become 

self-absorbed and unimpressible. Love for God and man 

dies out of the soul. Christ commits to His followers an 

individual work,--a work that cannot be done by proxy. 

Ministry to the sick and the poor, the giving of the gospel 

to the lost, is not to be left to committees or organized 

charities. Individual responsibility, individual effort, 

personal sacrifice, is the requirement of the gospel.--

The Ministry of Healing, p. 147. 



The work which the disciples did, 

we also are to do. Every Christian 

is to be a missionary. In sympathy 

and compassion we are to 

minister to those in need of help, 

seeking with unselfish 

earnestness to lighten the woes 

of suffering humanity.  {MH 

104.2}  


