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Feast of Tabernacles 
 
Fifty days from the offering of first fruits, came the Pentecost, called also the feast of 
harvest and the feast of weeks. As an expression of gratitude for the grain prepared as 
food, two loaves baked with leaven were presented before God. The Pentecost occupied 
but one day, which was devoted to religious service.  {PP 540.1}   
 
In the seventh month came the Feast of Tabernacles, or of ingathering. This feast 
acknowledged God's bounty in the products of the orchard, the olive grove, and the 
vineyard. It was the crowning festal gathering of the year. The land had yielded 
its increase, the harvests had been gathered into the granaries, the fruits, the oil, and the 
wine had been stored, the first fruits had been reserved, and now the people came with 
their tributes of thanksgiving to God, who had thus richly blessed them.  {PP 540.2}   
 
This feast was to be pre-eminently an occasion of rejoicing. It occurred just after the 
great Day of Atonement, when the assurance had been given that their iniquity should be 
remembered no more. At peace with God, they now came before Him to acknowledge His 
goodness and to praise Him for His mercy. The labors of the harvest being ended, and 
the toils of the new year not yet begun, the people were free from care, and could give 
themselves up to the sacred, joyous influences of the hour. Though only the fathers and 
sons were commanded to appear at the feasts, yet, so far as possible, all the household 
were to attend them, and to their hospitality the servants, the Levites, the stranger, and 
the poor were made welcome.  {PP 540.3}  
 
Like the Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles was commemorative. In memory 
of their pilgrim life in the wilderness the people were now to leave their houses and dwell 
in booths, or arbors, formed from the green branches "of goodly trees, branches of palm 
trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook." Leviticus 23:40, 42, 43.  
{PP 540.4}  
 
The first day was a holy convocation, and to the seven days of the feast an eighth day was 
added, which was observed in like manner.  {PP 540.5}   
 
At these yearly assemblies the hearts of old and young would be encouraged in the 
service of God, while the association of the people from the different quarters of the land 
would strengthen the ties that bound them to God and to one another. Well would it be 
for the people of God at the present time to have a Feast of Tabernacles--a joyous 
commemoration of the blessings of God to them. As the children of Israel celebrated the 
deliverance that God had wrought for their fathers, and His miraculous preservation of 
them during their journeyings from Egypt, so should we gratefully call to mind the 
various ways He has devised for bringing us out from the world, and from the darkness of 
error, into the precious light of His grace and truth.  {PP 540.6}   
 
With those who lived at a distance from the tabernacle, more than a month of every year 
must have been occupied in attendance upon the annual feasts. This example of devotion 
to God should emphasize the importance of religious worship and the necessity of 
subordinating our selfish, worldly interests to those that are spiritual and eternal. We 
sustain a loss when we neglect the privilege of associating together to strengthen and 
encourage one another in the service of God. The truths of His word lose their vividness 
and importance in our minds. Our hearts cease to be enlightened and aroused by the 
sanctifying influence, and we decline in spirituality. In our intercourse as Christians we 
lose much by lack of sympathy with one another. He who shuts himself up to himself is 
not filling the position that God designed he should. We are all children of one Father, 
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dependent upon one another for happiness. The claims of God and of humanity are upon 
us. It is the proper cultivation of the social elements of our nature that brings us into 
sympathy with our brethren and affords us happiness in our efforts to bless others.  {PP 
541.1}   
 
The Feast of Tabernacles was not only commemorative but typical. It not only pointed 
back to the wilderness sojourn, but, as the feast of harvest, it celebrated the ingathering 
of the fruits of the earth, and pointed forward to the great day of final ingathering, when 
the Lord of the harvest shall send forth His reapers to gather the tares together in 
bundles for the fire, and to gather the wheat into His garner. At that time the wicked will 
all be destroyed. They will become "as though they had not been." Obadiah 16. And every 
voice in the whole universe will unite in joyful praise to God. Says the revelator, "Every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 
Revelation 5:13.  {PP 541.2}   
 
The people of Israel praised God at the Feast of Tabernacles, as they called to mind His 
mercy in their deliverance from the bondage of Egypt and His tender care for them 
during their pilgrim life in the wilderness. They rejoiced also in the consciousness of 
pardon and acceptance, through the service of the Day of Atonement, just ended. But 
when the ransomed of the Lord shall have been safely gathered into the heavenly 
Canaan, forever delivered from the bondage of the curse, under which "the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now" (Romans 8:22), they will 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Christ's great work of atonement for men 
will then have been completed, and their sins will have been forever blotted out.  
 
 
     "The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them;  
      And the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.  
      It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and  
           singing:  
      The glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it,  
      The excellency of Carmel and Sharon;  
      They shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our  
          God.  
 
     "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  
      And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  
      Then shall the lame man leap as an hart,  
      And the tongue of the dumb sing:  
     "For in the wilderness shall waters break out,  
      And streams in the desert.  
      And the parched ground shall become a pool,  
      And the thirsty land springs of water: . . .  
     "And an highway shall be there, and a way,  
      And it shall be called The way of holiness;  
      The unclean shall not pass over it;  
      But it shall be for those:  
      The wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.  
 
     "No lion shall be there,  
      Nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon,  
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      It shall not be found there;  
      But the redeemed shall walk there:  
     "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,  
      And come to Zion with songs  
      And everlasting joy upon their heads:  
      They shall obtain joy and gladness,  
      And sorrow and sighing shall flee away."  
                                             Isaiah 35:1, 2, 5-10.  {PP 542.1}   
 
Our Camp Meetings 
 

NB: 
First in passing, I have to remind us that the Feast of the Tabernacles is not the 
same as the camp-meetings but the cmap-meetings are modeled upon the 
principles of that Feast. 

 
I have been shown that some of our camp meetings are far from being what the Lord 
designed they should be. The people come unprepared for the visitation of God's Holy 
Spirit. Generally the sisters devote considerable time before the meeting to the 
preparation of garments for the outward adorning, while they entirely forget the inward 
adorning, which is in the sight of God of great price. There is also much time spent in 
needless cooking, in the preparation of rich pies and cakes and other articles of food that 
do positive injury to those who partake of them. Should our sisters provide good bread 
and some other healthful kinds of food, both they and their families would be better 
prepared to appreciate the words of life and far more susceptible to the influence of the 
Holy Spirit.  {5T 162.2}  
 
Often the stomach is overburdened with food which is seldom as plain and simple as that 
eaten at home, where the amount of exercise taken is double or treble. This causes the 
mind to be in such a lethargy that it is difficult to appreciate eternal things; and the 
meeting closes, and they are disappointed in not having enjoyed more of the Spirit of 
God.  {5T 163.1}   
 
While preparing for the meeting each individual should closely and critically examine his 
own heart before God. If there have been unpleasant feelings, discord, or strife in 
families, it should be one of the first acts of preparation to confess these faults one to 
another and pray with and for one another. Humble yourselves before God, and make an 
earnest effort to empty the soul temple of all rubbish--all envyings, all jealousies, all 
suspicions, all faultfindings. "Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 
shall lift you up."  {5T 163.2}   
 
The Lord speaks; enter into your closet, and in silence commune with your own heart; 
listen to the voice of truth and conscience. Nothing will give such clear views of self as 
secret prayer. He who seeth in secret and knoweth all things will enlighten your 
understanding and answer your petitions. Plain, simple duties that must not be neglected 
will open before you. Make a covenant with God to yield yourselves and all your powers 
to His service. Do not carry this undone work to the camp meeting. If it is not done at 
home, your own soul will suffer, and others will be greatly injured by your coldness, your 
stupor, your spiritual lethargy.  {5T 163.3}   
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I have seen the condition of the people professing the truth. The words of the prophet 
Ezekiel are applicable to them at this time: "Son of man, these men have set up their 
idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face: should 
I be inquired of at all by them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, 
and putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the 
prophet; I the Lord will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols."  
{5T 164.1}   
 
If we love the things of the world and have pleasure in unrighteousness or fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness we have put the stumbling block of our iniquity 
before our face and have set up idols in our heart. And unless by determined effort we 
put them away we shall never be acknowledged as the sons and daughters of God.  {5T 
164.2}   
 
Here is a work for families to engage in before coming up to our holy convocations. Let 
the preparation for eating and dressing be a secondary matter, but let deep heart 
searching commence at home. Pray three times a day, and, like Jacob, be importunate. At 
home is the place to find Jesus; then take Him with you to the meeting, and how precious 
will be the hours you spend there. But how can you expect to feel the presence of the 
Lord and see His power displayed when the individual work of preparation for that time 
is neglected?  {5T 164.3}   
 
For your soul's sake, for Christ's sake, and for the sake of others, work at home. Pray as 
you are not accustomed to pray. Let the heart break before God. Set your house in order. 
Prepare your children for the occasion. Teach them that it is not of so much consequence 
that they appear with fine clothes as that they appear before God with clean hands and 
pure hearts. Remove every obstacle that may have been in their way,--all differences that 
may have existed among themselves or between you and them. By so doing you will 
invite the Lord's presence into your homes, and holy angels will attend you as you go up 
to the meeting, and their light and presence will press back the darkness of evil angels. 
Even unbelievers will feel the holy atmosphere as they enter the encampment. Oh, how 
much is lost by neglecting this important work! You may be pleased with the preaching, 
you may become animated and revived, but the converting, reforming power of God will 
not be felt in the heart, and the work will not be so deep, thorough, and lasting as it 
should be. Let pride be crucified and the soul be clad with the priceless robe of Christ's 
righteousness, and what a meeting will you enjoy. It will be to your soul even as the gate 
of heaven.  {5T 164.4}   
 
The same work of humiliation and heart-searching should also go on in the church, so 
that all differences and alienations among brethren may be laid aside before appearing 
before the Lord at these annual gatherings. Set about this work in earnest, and rest not 
until it is accomplished; for if you come up to the meeting with your doubts, your 
murmurings, your disputings, you bring evil angels into the camp and carry darkness 
wherever you go.  {5T 165.1}   
 
I have been shown that for want of this preparation these yearly meetings have 
accomplished but little. The ministers are seldom prepared to labor for God. There are 
many speakers, --those who can say sharp, crank things, going out of their way to whip 
other churches and ridicule their faith,--but there are but few earnest laborers for God. 
These sharp, self-important speakers profess to have truth in advance of every other 
people, but their manner of labor and their religious zeal in no way correspond with their 
profession of faith.  {5T 165.2}   
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I looked to see the humility of soul that should ever sit as a fitting garment upon our 
ministers, but it was not upon them. I looked for the deep love for souls that the Master 
said they should possess, but they had it not. I listened for the earnest prayers offered 
with tears and anguish of soul because of the impenitent and unbelieving in their own 
homes and in the church, but heard them not. I listened for the appeals made in the 
demonstration of the Spirit, but these were missing. I looked for the burden bearers, who 
in such a time as this should be weeping between the porch and the altar, crying, Spare 
Thy people, Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach; but I heard no such 
supplications. A few earnest, humble ones were seeking the Lord. At some of these 
meetings one or two ministers felt the burden and were weighed down as a cart beneath 
sheaves. But a large majority of the ministers had no more sense of the sacredness of 
their work than children.  {5T 165.3}   
 
I saw what these yearly gatherings might be, and what they should be--meetings of 
earnest labor. Ministers should seek a heart preparation before entering upon the work 
of helping others, for the people are far in advance of many of the ministers. They should 
untiringly wrestle in prayer until the Lord blesses them. When the love of God is burning 
on the altar of their hearts, they will not preach to exhibit their own smartness, but to 
present Christ who taketh away the sins of the world.  {5T 166.1}   
 
In the early church Christianity was taught in its purity; its precepts were given by the 
voice of inspiration; its ordinances were uncorrupted by the device of men. The church 
revealed the spirit of Christ and appeared beautiful in its simplicity. Its adorning was the 
holy principles and exemplary lives of its members. Multitudes were won to Christ, not 
by display or learning, but by the power of God which attended the plain preaching of His 
word. But the church has become corrupt. And now there is greater necessity than ever 
that ministers should be channels of light.  {5T 166.2}   
 
There are many flippant talkers of Bible truth, whose souls are as barren of the Spirit of 
God as were the hills of Gilboa of dew and rain. But what we need is men who are 
thoroughly converted themselves and can teach others how to give their hearts to God. 
The power of godliness has almost ceased to be in our churches. And why is this? The 
Lord is still waiting to be gracious; He has not closed the windows of heaven. We have 
separated ourselves from Him. We need to fix the eye of faith upon the cross and believe 
that Jesus is our strength, our salvation.  {5T 166.3}   
 
As we see so little burden of the work resting upon ministers and people, we inquire: 
When the Lord comes, shall He find faith on the earth? It is faith that is lacking. God has 
an abundance of grace and power awaiting our demand. But the reason we do not feel 
our great need of it is because we look to ourselves and not to Jesus. We do not exalt 
Jesus and rely wholly upon His merits.  {5T 167.1}   
 
Would that I could impress upon ministers and people the necessity of a deeper work of 
grace in the heart and more thorough preparation to enter into the spirit and labor of our 
camp meetings, that they may receive the greatest possible benefit from these meetings. 
These yearly gatherings may be seasons of special blessing or they may be a great injury 
to spirituality. Which shall they be to you, dear reader? It remains for each to decide for 
himself.   {5T 167.2}   
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Important Subjects to be dwelt on 
 
Soon after this the (Methodist) camp meeting closed, and we started for home. My 
mind was full of the sermons, exhortations, and prayers we had heard. Everything in 
nature seemed changed. During the meeting, clouds and rain had prevailed a greater part 
of the time, and my feelings had been in harmony with the weather. Now the sun shone 
bright and clear, and flooded the earth with light and warmth. The trees and grass were a 
fresher green, the sky a deeper blue. The earth seemed to smile under the peace of God. 
So the rays of the Sun of Righteousness had penetrated the clouds and darkness of my 
mind, and dispelled its gloom. {CET 19.3} 
 
Several speakers had addressed large and attentive congregations at the camp 
meeting at Rome, New York, on first-day, September 12, 1875. The following night I 
dreamed that a young man of noble appearance came into the room where I was, 
immediately after I had been speaking. He said: {CET 225.1} 
 
“You have called the attention of the people to important subjects, which, to a large 
number, are strange and new. To some they are intensely interesting. The laborers in 
word and doctrine have done what they could in presenting the truth. But unless there is 
a more thorough effort made to fasten these impressions upon minds, your efforts will 
prove nearly fruitless. Satan has many attractions ready to divert the mind; and the cares 
of this life and the deceitfulness of riches all combine to choke the seed of truth sown in 
the heart. {CET 225.2} 
 
“In every effort such as you are now making, much more good would result from your 
labors if you had appropriate reading matter ready for circulation. Tracts upon the 
important points of truth for the present time should be handed out freely to all who will 
accept them. You are to sow beside all waters. {CET 225.3} 
 
Tent meetings have been continued in Newcastle since the camp meeting closed, and 
thirty-five have been converted and baptized. Many more are interested. Wonderful 
conversions have been witnessed among men who had not attended a religious meeting 
for years before coming to the tent. Smokers and liquor drinkers have seen themselves in 
the gospel mirror as transgressors of the law, and have in repentance received Christ as 
their personal Saviour. The ministers are astonished, for they see those who were 
smokers and beer drinkers no longer smoking and drinking, but changed and converted. 
This to them seems like a miracle. {DG 108.2} 
 
Can we expect the inhabitants of these cities to come to us and say, “If you will come to 
us and preach, we will help you to do thus and so”? They know nothing of our message. 
The Lord desires us to let our light so shine before men that His Holy Spirit may 
communicate the truth to the honest in heart who are seeking after truth. As we do this 
work, we shall find that means will flow into our treasuries, and we shall have means 
with which to carry on a still broader and more far-reaching work. {Ev 61.4} 
 
Shall we not advance in faith, just as if we had thousands of dollars? We do not have half 
faith enough. Let us act our part in warning these cities. The warning message must come 
to the people who are ready to perish, unwarned, unsaved. How can we delay? As we 
advance, the means will come. But we must advance by faith, trusting in the Lord God of 
Israel. {Ev 62.1} 
 
Night after night I am unable to sleep, because of this burden resting upon me in behalf 
of the unwarned cities. Night after night I am praying and trying to devise methods by 
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which we can enter these cities and give the warning message. Why, there is a world to be 
warned and saved, and we are to go East and West and North and South, and work 
intelligently for the people all about us. As we undertake this work, we shall see the 
salvation of God. Encouragement will come.—Manuscript 53, 1909. 
 
There are other towns not a long distance from here, which must have a camp 
meeting next year. This is the very plan of God how the work should be carried. Those 
who have had the light for years to enter new fields with the tent, and have held the camp 
meetings in the same ground for years, need to be converted themselves, because they do 
not heed the word of the Lord.—Letter 174, 1900. 
 
It may be difficult, sometimes, to hold the principal speakers for some weeks to develop 
the interest awakened by the meeting; it may be expensive to retain the grounds, and to 
keep standing a sufficient number of the family tents to maintain the appearance of 
a camp meeting; it may be at a sacrifice that several families remain camping on the 
grounds, to assist the ministers and Bible workers in visiting and in holding Bible study 
with those who come on the grounds, and in visiting the people at their homes, telling 
them of the blessings received at the meetings, and inviting them to come; but the results 
will be worthy of the effort. It is by such earnest, energetic efforts as these that some of 
our camp meetings have been instrumental in raising up strong, working churches; and it 
is by just such earnest work that the third angel’s message must be carried to the people 
of our cities.—The Review and Herald, April 4, 1899. 
 
Sometimes a large number of speakers attend a camp meeting for a few days; and just 
when the interest of the people is beginning to be fully aroused, nearly all hurry away to 
another meeting, leaving two or three speakers behind to struggle against the depressing 
influence of the tearing down and removal of all the family tents. {Ev 83.1} 
 
It is important that the exercises in our camp meeting Sabbath schools be conducted 
with order, promptness, and efficiency. Then the right mold will be given to Sabbath 
schools in the different churches, as the people return to their homes. Do not allow 
business and other interests to crowd out the Sabbath school interest, so that it shall be 
considered a matter of no special consequence.—Testimonies on Sabbath-School Work, 
12-14. 
 
During the Newcastle camp meeting children’s meetings were appointed. The best 
teachers were appointed, and during the week from one hundred to one hundred and 
twenty children came to the meetings each day. These were given precious lessons on the 
love of Christ and His willingness to save all who would come to Him. Between three and 
four hundred children came out to the meetings held on Sabbath and Sunday afternoons. 
The children behaved well, and when they returned to their homes they told their parents 
about the lessons they had learned. Some of these parents have received the truth. {DG 
108.1} 
 
It is as much our duty to look at the afterinterests of a camp meeting as it is to look 
after the present interests, because the next time you go, if they were impressed and 
convicted, and did not yield to that conviction, it is harder to make an impression on 
their minds than it was before, and you cannot reach them again.—Manuscript 19b, 
1890. 
 
New Orleans is to be worked. At a proper time of the year a public effort is to be made 
there. Camp meetings are to be held in many places, and evangelistic work is to be done 
after the camp meeting is over. Thus the sheaves are to be gathered in. {Ev 399.1} 



Camp Meetings from SoP – Elder Dan, Bro. Zaddoch and Sami  2020

 

Page | 8 

 
Our people make a great mistake when, after holding a camp meeting and gathering a 
few souls, they take down the tents and feel that their duty is done. Their work had only 
just begun. They have preached doctrines that are new and strange to the people who 
heard them, and then left the seed sown to be picked up by the birds, or else to wither 
away for want of moisture.... {Ev 431.4} 
 
After the truth has been presented to souls, there are those, ministers, friends, and 
acquaintances, who will pick up the seed sown if possible. These human birds make the 
truth appear as error, and do not give the one convicted any rest until they have devoured 
the seed by false assertions. {Ev 432.1} 
 
What should be done? After the camp meeting is over, establish a mission. Let the very 
best workers that can be found be organized into a company to sell our literature and also 
give away papers to some that cannot buy. Preparatory work is not of one half the value 
that the afterwork is. {Ev 432.2} 
 
After the people have heard the reasons of our faith, let the house-to-house work begin. 
Become acquainted with the people and read to them the precious words of Christ. Lift 
up Jesus crucified among them, and soon those who have listened to the messages of 
warning from the ministers of God in the tent, and have been convicted, will be drawn 
out to inquire in regard to what they have heard. This is the time to present the reasons 
of our faith, with meekness and fear, not a slavish fear, but a cautious fear lest you should 
speak unadvisedly. Present the truth as it is in Jesus, with all meekness and lowliness, 
which means with simplicity and in sincerity, giving meat in due season, and to every 
man his portion of meat.—Letter 18, 1898. 
 
Preaching Made Effectual by House-to-House Labor—From the experience of the 
workers in _____, we see that the efforts made after a camp meeting has closed are of 
far more consequence than the work done before. For years I have been shown that 
house-to-house labor is the work that will make the preaching of the word a success. If 
those interested are not visited by our workers, other ministers get upon their tracks and 
confuse them by misquoting and wresting the Scriptures. These people are not familiar 
with the Word; they think that their ministers must be true and unprejudiced men, and 
they give up their convictions. But if our workers can visit those interested, to explain the 
Word of truth to them more fully, revealing the truth in contrast to error, they will 
become established. {Ev 432.4} 
 
Had this work been done earnestly and vigilantly, had the workers perseveringly watched 
for souls as they that must give an account, many more sheaves would have been the fruit 
of the seed sown at our camp meetings. {Ev 433.1} 
 
This work has also been carried on in _____. There are now no less than fifty new 
Sabbathkeepers as the result of this personal labor, this hunting for souls. Unless the 
workers appointed by God do the most interested hunting for lost sheep, Satan will 
succeed in his work of destroying, and souls will be lost that might have been found and 
restored.—Letter 18, 1898. 
 
October 19, 1876 
Incidents of the Michigan Camp-Meeting 
This is the largest gathering of Sabbath-keepers we have yet seen. Although there has 
been a great amount of business to be done, it has been accomplished with efficiency and 
dispatch, no disagreeable hindrances occurring to block the wheels. Very many excellent 
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discourses have been given, presenting to the people the truths so important for this 
time. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 1} 
 
On Thursday, after speaking from the third and fourth chapters of Malachi, we invited 
those who had made no profession and those who were backslidden and had lost their 
evidences of God’s love for them, to come forward and seek the Lord by confession and 
repentance. About three hundred accepted the invitation. Opportunity was given them to 
express their feelings and desires. Many testimonies of confession were made with deep 
feeling. Fathers and mothers owned to a neglect of duty towards their children in not 
giving them the care and instruction which it was their duty to give. It touched my heart 
to hear the many testimonies from the lips of those who were babes in the truth. Some 
had kept but a single Sabbath, while others had observed two, four, or six. They were 
rejoicing in the truth, but were not satisfied with their present attainments, and 
expressed a determination to reach a higher standard. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 2} 
 
My mother heart was stirred to see the children pressing in their testimonies, many 
lifting the cross for the first time. One of these was a boy ten years of age, and I have 
never seen persons of mature age manifest deeper soul-conflict than this tender child. 
His face was deadly pale, and indicated the deepest feeling; he had never before spoken 
on such an occasion, and could say but a few words; he wanted to be a Christian and to 
be saved in Heaven. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 3} 
 
With what pleasure must the angels of God regard the efforts put forth, and the victories 
gained by these little ones over natural pride and timidity. With what tender care will 
they guard these lambs of the flock. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 4} 
 
It was a solemn sight to see hundreds seeking the Lord with earnest determination. 
These people were not moving fitfully, but calmly and understandingly. There was a total 
absence of fanaticism and excitement; no shrieks, and nervous, spasmodic movements. 
But the Spirit of the Lord rested upon the people, and solemn, earnest prayer was offered 
to God in behalf of those who were seeking him. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 5} 
 
After the meeting closed, a sister took me heartily by the hand, expressing great joy at 
meeting sister White again. She inquired if I remembered calling at a log house in the 
woods twenty-two years before. She gave us refreshments, and I left with them a little 
book, “Experience and Views.” She stated that she had lent that little book to her 
neighbors, as new families had settled around her, until there was very little left of it; and 
she expressed a great desire to obtain another copy of the work. Her neighbors were 
deeply interested in it, and were desirous of seeing the writer. She said that when I called 
upon her I talked to her of Jesus and the beauties of Heaven, and that the words were 
spoken with such fervor that she was charmed, and had never forgotten them. Since that 
time the Lord had sent ministers to preach the truth to them, and now there was quite a 
company observing the Sabbath. The influence of that little book, now worn out with 
perusing, had extended from one to another, performing its silent work, until the soil was 
ready for the seeds of truth. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 6} 
 
I well remember the long journey we took twenty-two years ago, in Michigan. We were 
on our way to hold a meeting in Vergennes. We were fifteen miles from our destination. 
Our driver had passed over the road repeatedly and was well acquainted with it, but was 
compelled to acknowledge that he had lost the way. We traveled forty miles that day, 
through the woods, over logs and fallen trees, where there was scarcely a trace of road. I 
was feeble, and fainted twice on the way. We had no food. The brother who drove the 
team, tried to find some water; but there was none fit for use. He made efforts to obtain a 
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little milk from the cows we met on the road; but they were too wild to be approached by 
a stranger. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 7} 
 
As I was fainting with thirst, I thought of travelers perishing in the desert. Cool streams 
of water seemed to lie directly before me; but as we passed on they proved to be only an 
illusion. A goblet of water seemed just within my grasp. I eagerly reached out my hand to 
take it, but it was gone. My husband prayed for me that I might be sustained on that 
dreary journey. We could not understand why we should be left to this singular 
wandering in the wilderness. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 8} 
 
We were never more pleased than when we came in sight of a little clearing on which was 
a log cabin, where we found the sister I have mentioned. She kindly welcomed us to her 
home, and provided us with refreshments, which were gratefully received. As we rested, I 
talked with the family and left them the little book. She gladly accepted it, and has 
preserved it until the present time. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 9} 
 
For twenty-two years our wanderings on this journey have seemed indeed mysterious to 
us, but here we met quite a company who are now believers in the truth, and who date 
their first experience from the influence of that little book. The sister who so kindly 
administered to our wants is now, with many of her neighbors, rejoicing in the light of 
present truth and the family have worked their way from poverty to a competency in 
temporal things. We were sorry to be compelled to refuse the earnest entreaties of the 
sister and her friends to visit them and speak to the people. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 
10} 
 
We were interested in meeting quite a number of persons who had been converted to the 
truth by visiting the Health Institute as patients. The institute affords a wide field for 
missionary labor which we fear few appreciate. True, earnest, faithful workers in this 
branch of the cause will achieve great results. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 11} 
 
One sister who was upon the ground had been confined to her bed for several years, 
being unable to have the charge of her family. She had expended much means, suffering 
many things of many physicians, but was rather made worse than better. The family 
became embarrassed financially through the necessary expense attending long sickness. 
At last, she visited the Health Institute, and was greatly benefited. Though she was at 
first much prejudiced against the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, her connection 
with our people, a more intimate acquaintance with them, and a more thorough 
knowledge of their views, resulted in her embracing the truth. She has recovered health, 
and has been enabled to take the supervision of her family and endure great taxation. 
The beams of truth which she received have enlightened her mind and quickened her 
understanding, until she can say with the psalmist, “Oh, how love I thy law.” The light 
which she and her husband have received, they let shine forth to others. The benefit she 
received from treatment at the Health Institute has induced many others to visit that 
institution, of whom quite a number have been led to embrace the truth through the 
influences which were thrown around them there. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 12} 
 
Thus the work moves on. Numerous instances similar to this might be mentioned. The 
Judgment alone will reveal the great good accomplished by this branch of the work. It 
may be a powerful agent in the hands of God to bring many souls to the knowledge of the 
truth, if the workers connected with the institution are consecrated to God. {ST October 
19, 1876, par. 13} 
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From the first, the conference meetings were good. There was a readiness to engage in 
devotional exercises, and the testimonies were characterized by fervor and an earnest 
determination to progress in the work of overcoming. Sabbath morning, the people were 
divided into three companies, each with an appointed leader, and three social meetings 
were held simultaneously. All were interesting and profitable. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 
14} 
 
Sabbath afternoon, we spoke on the subject of Christ riding into Jerusalem. The word 
seemed to reach the hearts of the hearers, and after we closed the discourse, we invited 
those to come forward who felt that they were sinners, and those who felt that their lives 
were like the pretentious fig-tree, covered with leaves, but destitute of fruit. Four 
hundred responded to the invitation. {ST October 19, 1876, par. 15} 
 

Our camp meetings are to be conducted in such a way that they shall be schools for the 
education of workers. We need to have a better understanding of the division of labor, 
and educate all how to carry each part of the work successfully.... Let short discourses be 
given, and then let Bible classes be held. Let the speaker be sure to rivet the truth upon 
minds. Intelligent women, if truly converted, can act a part in this work of holding Bible 
classes. There is a wide field of service for women as well as for men.—Letter 84, 1910. 
 
The interest here [Australia] in our camp meeting exceeds anything we have ever seen 
in any meeting in America or in any other country. Right through the holidays, with all 
their exciting amusements, we have had on weekdays as many as twelve hundred people 
at the tent—earnest, intelligent people. Many children of outsiders come in. On last 
Sunday there were about four hundred in attendance at the children’s meeting. These 
meetings are under the direction of Sister _____. She has the children arranged in 
classes under appointed teachers, whom she instructs and assists in the work. The 
kindergarten methods are followed as far as possible.... {Ev 582.3} 
 
The money spent in Gospel Wagons would have been far better used if invested in 
something solid and abiding. It is true that the Gospel Wagons will accomplish some 
good. But I saw that there would be disappointment as to the final results. In contrast 
with this, another work was presented to my sight. Tents were being taken to different 
places during suitable seasons of the year. Camp meetings were being held in many 
localities. These were conducted by able, God-fearing men, assisted by suitable helpers. 
Children’s meetings were held, and revival meetings, to bring the people to take their 
stand for the truth.... {Ev 583.1} 
 
At this camp meeting the very work that should be done has been done. The children’s 
meetings, or Bible kindergarten, has done a good work. The lessons given are repeated by 
the children in their homes, and the mothers show their interest by preparing the 
children neatly for the school. Most are children of parents not of our faith. The seeds of 
Bible truth have dropped into the soil of the heart. It is no easy exercise, but it is doing 
good. Impressions are being made upon the hearts of parents and children. The good 
these meetings have done the great day of God will reveal. This is a large field to 
cultivate. Let this work be carried on. Where can the talents be better used? These 
workers are sowing for a harvest.... Men, women, and children are anxious to know what 
they shall do to inherit eternal life.—Letter 2, 1899. 
 
Besides the large meeting tent, the children’s tent, and the reception, book, and dining 
tents, there were on the ground thirty-two family tents, occupied by our people. At the 
beginning of the meeting, there were about sixty in the encampment, and toward the 
close, one hundred and seven. This was a larger number than we had expected, being 
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fully half of all the Sabbath-keepers in Tasmania. Some who had thought it impossible to 
attend the meeting gratefully acknowledged the providence of God in opening the way for 
them to come. {Ms27-1895.2} 
 
As there was no conference business to divide the time of the meetings, the ten days were 
spent in the study of the Word. The early morning hour was devoted to private study and 
prayer. At 8:30 there was a general social meeting, at 10 a.m. a lesson on some line of 
Christian work, at 2 p.m. a Bible study, and at 7:45 a sermon. The evening meetings were 
mostly conducted by Elders Prescott and Corliss. Much interest was manifested by the 
public, and the large tent was well filled, except in rainy and threatening weather. {Ms27-
1895.3} 
 
Reaching Parents Through Children—Our camp meetings are one of the most 
important agencies in our work. At every camp meeting work should be done for the 
children. Let suitable workers be constantly educating the children. Ask the blessing of 
the Lord on the seed sown, and the conviction of the Spirit of God will take hold of even 
the little ones. Through the children many parents will be reached.—Manuscript 52, 
1900. 
 
On Sunday, June 23, I spoke in the Methodist church of Salem, on the subject of 
temperance. On the next Tuesday evening, I again spoke in this church. Many invitations 
were tendered me to speak on temperance in various cities and towns of Oregon, but the 
state of my health forbade my complying with these requests. {LS 231.3} 
 
We entered upon the camp meeting with feelings of deepest interest. The Lord gave me 
strength and grace as I stood before the people. As I looked upon the intelligent 
audience, my heart was broken before God. This was the first camp meeting held by 
our people in the State. I tried to present before the people the gratitude we should feel 
for the tender compassion and great love of God. His goodness and glory impressed my 
mind in a remarkable manner. {LS 231.4} 
 
I had felt very anxious about my husband, on account of his poor health. While speaking, 
there came vividly before my mind’s eye a meeting in the church at Battle Creek, my 
husband being in the midst, with the mellow light of the Lord resting upon and 
surrounding him. His face bore the marks of health, and he was apparently very 
happy. {LS 232.1} 
 
I was overwhelmed with a sense of God’s unparalleled mercies, and of the work He was 
doing, not only in Oregon, and in California and Michigan, where our important 
institutions are located, but also in foreign countries. I can never represent to others the 
picture that vividly impressed my mind on that occasion. For a moment the extent of the 
work came before me, and I lost sight of my surroundings. The occasion and the people I 
was addressing passed from my mind. The light, the precious light from heaven, was 
shining in great brilliancy upon those institutions which are engaged in the solemn and 
elevated work of reflecting the rays of light that heaven has let shine upon them. {LS 
232.2} 
 
All through this camp meeting the Lord seemed very near me. When it closed, I was 
exceedingly weary, but free in the Lord. It was a season of profitable labor, and 
strengthened the church to go on in their warfare for the truth. {LS 232.3} 
 
On the Sunday following the camp meeting, I spoke in the afternoon in the public 
square, upon the simplicity of gospel religion. {LS 232.4} 
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“I attended the camp meeting held at Waterville, Maine, September 6-11. Here in my 
native State I met dear brethren and sisters whose interest has for years been identified 
with the cause and work of present truth.... We had some very precious seasons at 
this camp meeting. Many cheering testimonies were borne; but there was not that 
thorough work which we greatly desired to have accomplished.... There is a kind of faith 
that takes it for granted that we have the truth; but the faith that takes God at His word, 
which works by love and purifies the heart, is very rare.” {LS 277.3} 
 
“In His word, God has revealed saving truths. As a people we should be earnest students 
of prophecy; we should not rest until we become intelligent in regard to the subject of the 
sanctuary, which is brought out in the visions of Daniel and John. This subject sheds 
great light on our present position and work, and gives us unmistakable proof that God 
has led us in our past experience. It explains our disappointment in 1844, showing us 
that the sanctuary to be cleansed was not the earth, as we had supposed, but that Christ 
then entered into the most holy apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and is there 
performing the closing work of His priestly office, in fulfillment of the words of the angel 
to the prophet Daniel, ‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed.’ Daniel 8:14. {LS 278.1} 
 
The Lord has plainly stated what Seventh-day Adventists are to do. Camp 
meetings are to be appointed and a series of tent meetings held. All who can 
should work in connection with the camp meeting. There should be no hesitancy in 
preaching the truth applicable for this time. A decided testimony is to be borne. The 
discourses given should be so simple that children can understand them. {Lt215b-1899} 
 
Brethren, I exhort you to read again what is written in this testimony 
regarding our camp-meeting work. Read it with a determination to 
understand the instruction given and to carry it into effect. I urge you to 
realize the importance of reading the directions that the Lord has given us, 
that we may carry forward His work on the lines that He has marked out. 
Let us hold our camp-meetings near some of the important cities, in a retired place, yet 
not so far away that the people will not attend. We are to hold these meetings where we 
can reach those who are perishing in sin. {Lt86-1903} 
 
From Elder Santee’s letter, I learn that it has been proposed to hold your next camp-
meeting at Fernando. No doubt this would be a convenience to those living near the 
school and to those families who wish to place their children in the school. But our 
camp-meetings ought not to be planned with a view to meeting the 
convenience of a few families, but with a view to warning the world and 
converting souls to the truth. {Lt86-1903}  
 
The church of Christ was organized for missionary purposes. Our camp-meetings are 
among the most important agencies in our work for fulfilling these 
purposes. Through them we may reach many with the gospel message. The Lord has 
instructed us that they are most effective agencies for doing this work. {Lt86-1903} 
 
No meetings in the same locality over and over again 
 
We shall encourage a camp meeting being held in Geelong next camp meeting season as 
well as a camp meeting being held in Ballarat. There should be camp meetings as well in 
Melbourne, nearer the center. We must not continue in the same locality over and over 
again. There is in these cities a little world which must be warned point by 
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point, advancing just as fast as possible, for the work to be done will not 
admit of delays. {Lt144-1898} 
 
I was sorry to hear that the camp meeting was to be held at Napier. Why is it not held 
in a new place? Why was it not held at Christchurch? Our camp meetings should 
go into new places. Let a new class have the privilege of hearing the truth. 
Nothing calls them out like a camp meeting. Our own churches are not the 
ones alone to be benefited. Every effort possible should be made to reach classes that 
have never heard…… Let us seek for it. {Lt202-1897}- Not published until 2015 
 
This can be done when the prejudice is removed by our camp meetings, and for this 
reason camp meetings should be held in new localities and not less than two or four 
weeks, personal labor being mingled with the camp meeting efforts. {Lt205-
1897} 
 
I know it would be much better to have the camp meeting in a new locality, but if the way 
seems to be hedged up, you cannot do less than look at the ground where the meeting 
was held three years ago. The Lord will open the way, we shall see His hand 
guiding and directing us where to hold our camp meeting. {Lt13-1897} 
 
Camp meeting follow ups 
 
But I will go no further. I want to do my best for the Master wherever I am. But camp 
meetings must be followed up, and this will cost something. No camp meeting should 
be held and then left, as stitches dropped. We need in every such effort to 
have sufficient means for the after work, which must be done to bind off the work 
of the camp meeting, that the people may not have heard in vain. {Lt83a-1898} 
 
After the camp meeting is over, ministers should be left to follow up the work, 
with those who can be educated to give Bible readings and trained as 
missionary workers. This work requires a treasury enriched by the tithe and by 
gifts and offerings. {Lt38-1899} 
 
Earnest, Untiring Activity  
 
Camp meetings should be held in our large cities. And if the speakers are careful in all 
they say, hearts will be reached as the truth is proclaimed in the power of the Spirit. The 
love of Christ received into the heart will banish the love of error. The love and 
benevolence manifested in the life of Christ is to be manifested in the lives of those who 
work for Him. The earnest, untiring activity that marked His life is to mark their lives. 
The character of the Christian is to be a reproduction of the character of Christ.  {1SM 
105.3} 
 
By camp meetings held in the cities thousands will be called out to hear the invitation to 
the feast: "Come; for all things are now ready." Luke 14:17. After arousing the interest of 
the people, we should not cut these meetings short, pulling down all the tents and giving 
the impression that the meeting is over. Just at the time when hundreds have become 
interested, the greatest good may be accomplished by faithful and earnest work. 
Therefore the meetings should be so managed that the public interest may be 
maintained.  {6T 72.1}   
 
After one of the camp meetings the question as to the continuance of tent meetings was 
under consideration. I told the brethren a dream I had had. I dreamed that I saw a 
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partially completed building. The workmen were gathering up their tools, preparing to 
leave it unfinished; but I entreated them to consider the matter. "The building is not 
finished," I said; "come back, and keep at work until it is roofed." Then they came back 
and continued the work. So the brethren heeded my counsel to remain and continue the 
work of the camp meeting. As the result a number accepted the truth.  {6T 72.2}   
 
There need not be so many failures in the expensive efforts put forth in camp meetings 
and tent meetings; there need not be so few sheaves to bring to the Master. In places 
where the standard of present truth has never been lifted, more souls will now be 
converted as the result of a certain amount of work than ever before. For everyone whose 
hands seem to be weakening and losing their hold I have the word: "Grasp the standard 
more firmly." Faith says: "Go forward." You must not fail nor be discouraged. There is no 
weakness of faith in him who is constantly advancing.  {6T 72.3}   
 
After a camp meeting it may sometimes be difficult to hold the principal speakers for 
several weeks to develop the interest awakened. It may be expensive to retain the ground 
and to keep a sufficient number of the family tents standing to maintain the appearance 
of a camp meeting. It may be at a sacrifice that several families remain on the ground to 
assist the ministers and Bible workers in visiting and Bible study with those who come to 
the meetings, and in visiting the people at their homes, telling of the blessings received at 
the meetings and inviting them to come. No doubt it will be difficult to secure a sufficient 
number of workers to carry forward the work successfully. But the results will justify the 
effort. It is by such earnest and energetic efforts as these that some of our camp meetings 
have been instrumental in raising up strong working churches. And it is by just such 
earnest work that the third angel's message must be carried to the people of our cities.  
{6T 73.1}   
 
Sometimes a large number of speakers attend a camp meeting for a few days, and just 
when the interest of the people is fully aroused, nearly all hurry away to another meeting, 
leaving two or three speakers behind to struggle against the depressing influence of the 
tearing down and removal of the family tents. How much better it would be if the 
meetings were continued for a longer time; if persons would come from each church 
prepared to remain a month or longer, helping in the meetings and learning how to labor 
acceptably. Then they could carry a valuable experience to their churches when they 
return home. How much better if some of the same speakers who aroused the interest of 
the people during the largest attendance at the meeting would remain to follow up the 
work by a thoroughly organized protracted effort. To conduct meetings in this way would 
require that several be in progress at the same time, and this would not permit a few men 
to attend all the meetings. But we must remember that the work is to be accomplished 
"not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.  
{6T 73.2}   
 
The work should not stop when the meetings on the camp ground close. Doctrines have 
been presented that are new and strange to the people. Those who are convicted and who 
desire to accept the truth, will have to meet the most determined and subtle opposition. 
Ministers, friends, and acquaintances will put forth every effort to catch away the seeds 
of truth sown in the heart. We must not leave the seed to be thus caught away. We must 
not allow it to wither for want of moisture.  {6T 74.1}   
 
Changes tend to weaken the influence of the meetings. Continue the meetings on the 
camp ground whenever practicable. But when it seems advisable to move, let the large 
tent be removed to some favorable location, and let the services in it be continued. A 
mission should be established. Secure a suitable place, and let a number of workers unite 
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to form a mission family. This should be in charge of a man and his wife who are persons 
of ability and consecration and whose influence will give character to the work.  {6T 74.2}   
 
In following up the interest after a camp meeting, helpers are needed in various lines, 
and these occasions should be as a training school for workers. Let young men work in 
connection with experienced laborers who will pray with them and patiently instruct 
them. Consecrated women should engage in Bible work from house to house. Some of the 
workers should act as colporteurs, selling our literature and giving judiciously to those 
who cannot buy.  {6T 74.3}   
 
Let some of the workers attend religious gatherings in other churches and, as there is 
opportunity, take part in them. Jesus when only twelve years old went into the school of 
the priests and rabbis at the temple and asked questions. In this temple school, studies 
were conducted daily, somewhat as we conduct Bible studies. Jesus asked questions as a 
learner, but His questions furnished new matter for those learned priests to think upon. 
Similar work might be done today. Judicious young men should be encouraged to attend 
the meetings of the Young Men's Christian Association, not for the sake of contention, 
but to search the Scriptures with them and suggest helpful questions.  {6T 74.4}   
 
Had work in these various lines been done earnestly and vigorously after all our camp 
meetings, many more souls would have been gathered in as the fruit of the seed sown at 
the meetings.  {6T 75.1}   
 
Let the workers become acquainted with the people and read to them the precious words 
of Christ. Lift up Jesus crucified among them, and soon those who have listened to the 
messages of warning from the ministers at the tent, and have been convicted, will be 
drawn out to ask for further information. This is the time to present the reasons of our 
faith with meekness and fear; not a slavish fear, but a cautious fear lest we speak 
unadvisedly. Present the truth in all its loveliness, in simplicity and sincerity, giving meat 
in due season, and to everyone his portion of meat.  {6T 75.2}   
 
This work requires you to watch for souls as they that must give an account. The 
tenderness of Christ must pervade the heart of the worker. If you have a love for souls 
you will reveal a tender solicitude for them. You will offer humble, earnest, heartfelt 
prayers for those whom you visit. The fragrance of Christ's love will be revealed in your 
work. He who gave His own life for the life of the world will co-operate with the unselfish 
worker to make an impression upon human hearts.  {6T 75.3} 
 
Children’s meeting - Child Evangelism  
 
Now from the light given me of God, I know that as a people we have not improved our 
opportunities for educating and training the youth. We should teach them how to read 
and understand the Scriptures. Wherever there is a Biblical institute for ministers and 
people, we should, in connection with it, organize a class for the youth. Their names 
should be registered. All should feel the importance of the scheme of educating the youth 
to understand the Scriptures. Let the work be taken hold of in the very simplicity of the 
truth itself. Lead the minds of the youth from truth to truth, up higher and higher, 
showing them how scripture interprets scripture, one passage being the key to other 
passages. Thus the Scripture itself will be the educating power, holding the thoughts in 
captivity to Christ.--Letter 27a, 1892. 
 
Meetings for the children should be held, not merely to educate and entertain them, but 
that they may be converted. And this will come to pass. If we exercise faith in God we 
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shall be enabled to point them to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world. All who attend our large gatherings are to be labored for. The high and the low, 
the rich and the poor, are to be reached by this class of labor.-- Manuscript 6, 1900. 
 
Children's meetings were held twice a day. After the morning lesson, on pleasant days, 
teachers and children took a long walk, and during the walk, by the banks of the river, or 
in the grassy fields, a halt was called, and a short lesson from nature given. It was 
noticeable that on those days when the children had a ramble in the fields, they were very 
quiet and orderly in the camp. The attendance at the morning meetings when only the 
children of the camp were present was thirty. In the afternoon when the school children 
from the neighborhood came in, there were from fifty to sixty.--Manuscript 27, 1895. 
 
Most earnest work should be done in a camp meeting from the commencement to the 
close. There should be those conduct children’s meetings who can. In our camp 
meeting at Newcastle, Sister Peck took up this work, with several interested workers 
under her direction. These meetings were continued all through the camp meeting, and 
are still being held. {Lt38-1899} 
 
At all our camp meetings, work should be done for the children and youth. A children's 
meeting or Bible kindergarten should be held daily under the direction of teachers 
qualified for the work. In simple language, lessons should be given both from the Bible 
and from nature. Kindergarten methods and object lessons from nature will be of great 
advantage in interesting the little ones. At some of our camp meetings children's 
meetings have been held twice a day. After the morning lesson, on pleasant days, 
teachers and children would take a long walk, and during the walk, by the banks of a 
river or in the grassy fields, a halt would be called and a short lesson from nature given. 
In such lessons as these the children can be taught the parables of Christ. The truth will 
be fastened in their minds as a nail in a sure place.  {6T 105.1}   
 
In our work for the children the object should be not merely to educate and entertain 
them, but to work for their conversion. We should ask the blessing of God on the seed 
sown, and the conviction of the Holy Spirit will take hold of even the little ones. If we 
exercise faith in God, we shall be enabled to lead them to the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world.  {6T 105.2}   
 
This is a work of the greatest consequence to the younger members of the Lord's family. 
In these meetings even children who are favored with Christian instruction at home can 
learn much that will be a great help to them. If the children are taught in the simplicity of 
Christ, they will receive the knowledge; and as they return to their homes, they will bring 
forth from the treasure house of the heart precious lessons.  {6T 105.3}   
 
The youth should be given opportunity to become more fully instructed in the word of 
God. Bible truth should be made plain to them. Those who have an experience in the 
truth should search the Scriptures with them. This will be as seed sown in good ground.  
{6T 105.4}   
 
Such meetings for children and youth, if rightly conducted, will be attended by many who 
are not of our faith, and the lessons learned at the meetings will be repeated at home. 
Through the children the parents may be reached. At our camp meetings in Australia 
these meetings have been the means of great good.  {6T 106.1}   
 
Following is a brief account of work done in this line at an Australian camp meeting, as 
written out by one who had a part in the work:  {6T 106.2}   
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"On the first Sabbath the children were organized into departments and classes, and the 
teachers began their work. At the beginning there were six children in the primary 
department and about fifteen in the kindergarten. As soon as the children living in the 
neighborhood learned of the meetings being held for them, they began to attend, and 
each day found many new ones added to the classes. The average daily attendance from 
the outside was between eighty and one hundred, and on Sundays there was a larger 
number present. Most of the children were very regular in their attendance. The same 
spirit of earnestness, attention, and order that characterized the services among the older 
ones marked the children's meetings. Both in the classwork and in the general review 
exercises the work was so arranged that the children had a part in doing as well as 
listening, and in this way they soon felt at home, and their eagerness to bear some part in 
the work testified to their interest.  {6T 106.3}   
 
"Each lesson opened with a general exercise, which was followed by the class studies; and 
at the close all assembled for a brief review and song. In the opening exercises, after the 
song and prayer, the motto and all the memory verses previously learned were recited, 
either in concert or individually, or both. A short, appropriate reading or recitation was 
given by one of the children who had previously volunteered to prepare it. The "Scripture 
alphabet' was learned and recited by the children, each choosing his own letter and verse. 
The selection and learning of the verses were done at home, and these responsibilities 
placed upon the children proved an additional incentive for them to be present the 
following day and to be regular in attendance.  {6T 106.4}   
 
"The ready responses in the review exercises testified that the interest in classwork had 
been marked, and that many valuable truths had found their way into the minds and 
hearts of the children. As the children returned to their homes, the parents were 
surprised and pleased to hear them repeat the whole lesson. Many parents expressed, in 
various ways, their appreciation of the work that had been done for the children and 
regretted that the meetings must close so soon.  {6T 107.1}   
 
"Several teachers from Sunday schools attended the meetings and expressed themselves 
as greatly pleased and benefited by the work done. Parents sometimes came with their 
children and seemed as much interested as the little ones. Others, though not in 
harmony with our views, took the trouble to dress their children neatly and allowed them 
to come. Some parents remarked that they did not know what we did with their children, 
but one thing was certain, the children would come, and they could not keep them at 
home. Some of the children came long distances, and we have every reason to believe 
that much of the seed sown fell into good ground."   {6T 107.2}   
 
The good seed sown in these meetings should not be left to perish for want of care. Many 
parents would rejoice if the instruction given to their children at the camp meeting could 
be continued. They would gladly place their children in a school where the same 
principles were taught and practiced. While the interest of both parents and children is 
awakened, it is a golden opportunity for the establishment of a school at which the work 
begun at the camp meeting can be carried forward.  {6T 107.3}   
 
And as believers are raised up and churches organized, such a school will be found of 
great value in promoting the permanence and stability of the work. Workers in new 
territory should not feel free to leave their field of labor till the needed facilities have 
been provided for the churches under their care. Not only should a humble house of 
worship be erected, but all necessary arrangements should be made for the permanent 
establishment of the church school.  {6T 108.1}   
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This matter has been plainly presented before me. I saw in different places new 
companies of believers being raised up and meetinghouses being erected. Those newly 
come to the faith were helping with willing hands, and those who had means were 
assisting with their means. In the basement of the church, above ground, I was shown a 
room provided for a school where the children could be educated in the truths of God's 
word. Consecrated teachers were selected to go to these places. The numbers in the 
school were not large, but it was a happy beginning.  {6T 108.2}   
 
As the work was being pressed forward, I heard the voices of children and parents 
singing:  
 
 
         "Except the Lord build the house,  
          They labor in vain that build it:  
          Except the Lord keep the city,  
          The watchman waketh but in vain."  
 
 
         "Praise ye the Lord.  
          Praise the Lord, O my soul.  
          While I live will I praise the Lord:  
          I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.  
          Put not your trust in princes,  
          Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help."  
 
 
         "Praise ye the Lord from the heavens:  
          Praise Him in the heights.  
          Praise ye Him, all His angels:  
          Praise ye Him, all His hosts.  
          Praise ye Him, sun and moon:  
          Praise Him, all ye stars of light."  
                       Psalm 127:1; 146:1-3; Psalm 148:1-3.  {6T 108.3}  
 
The establishing of churches and the erection of meetinghouses and school buildings was 
extended from city to city. In each place the believers were making a united, persevering 
effort, and the Lord was working to increase His forces. Something was being established 
that would publish the truth.  {6T 109.1}   
 
This is the work to be done in America, in Australia, in Europe, and wherever companies 
are brought into the truth. The companies that are raised up need a place of worship. 
Schools are needed where Bible instruction may be given to the children. The schoolroom 
is needed just as much as is the church building. The Lord has persons to engage in the 
work of establishing church schools as soon as something is done to prepare the way for 
them. {6T 109.2}   
 
In localities where believers are few, let two or three churches unite in erecting a humble 
building for a church school. Let all share the expense. It is high time for Sabbathkeepers 
to separate their children from worldly associations and place them under the very best 
teachers, who will make the Bible the foundation of all study. {6T 109.3} 
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Group studies 
 
At our camp meetings one or two laborers should not be required to do all the preaching 
and all the teaching in Bible lines. At times greater good can be accomplished by 
breaking up the large congregation into sections. Thus the educator in Bible truth can 
come closer to the people than in a large assembly.  {6T 87.1}   
 
Whenever practicable, every important discourse should be followed by a Bible study. 
Here the points that have been presented can be applied, questions can be asked, and 
right ideas inculcated. More time should be devoted to patiently educating the people, 
giving them opportunity to express themselves. It is instruction that men need, line upon 
line, and precept upon precept.  {6T 68.2}   
 
Special meetings also should be held for those who are becoming interested in the truths 
presented and who need instruction. To these meetings the people should be invited, and 
all, both believers and unbelievers, should have an opportunity to ask questions on 
points not fully understood. Give all an opportunity to speak of their perplexities, for they 
will have them. In all the sermons and in all the Bible studies, let the people see that on 
every point a plain "Thus saith the Lord" is given for the faith and doctrines which we 
advocate.  {6T 68.3}   
 
When you do answer a question, be sure to have the hearers see and acknowledge that it 
is answered. Do not let a question drop, telling them to ask it again. Feel your way step by 
step, and know how much you have gained.  {6T 69.2}   
 
In such meetings those who understand the message can ask questions which will bring 
out light on points of truth. But some may not have wisdom to do this. When any put 
questions that serve only to confuse the mind and sow the seeds of doubt, they should be 
advised to refrain from such questioning. We must learn when to speak and when to keep 
silent, learn to sow the seeds of faith, to impart light, not darkness.  {6T 69.3}  
 
Positive Impression upon the community  
 
This is the first camp-meeting that has been held in Lodi, and the impression made 
upon the community was good . {Lt152-1908} 
 
Means of organizing and planting new churches 
 
Some will say that these camp meetings are very expensive, and that the conference 
cannot afford to support another such meeting, but when we look at the three churches 
that have been organized and are prospering in the faith, can we hesitate in 
answering the question, Will it pay? Shall we not raise our voices in decided affirmation? 
It will pay. {Lt56-1895} 
 
For soul winning 
 
A camp meeting is now in progress in Napier, New Zealand; but none of our working 
force can be spared from this place. They must work here, with all the ability God has 
given them. We ask the Lord for no less than a hundred souls as the result of 
the camp meeting and the after-work now being done. {Ms187-1897} 
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It is not always best when arranging for a camp-meeting to hold it a long way from where 
the camp-meeting was held the year before. If it [is] held near, those who were not 
converted at the previous meeting may be at this. {Lt25-1901} 
 
The Camp-Meeting an Aid in Christian Service 
 
What is the object of assembling together? Is it to inform God, to instruct Him by telling 
Him all we know in prayer? We meet together to edify one another by an interchange of 
thoughts and feelings, to gather strength, and light, and courage by becoming acquainted 
with one another's hopes and aspirations; by our earnest, heartfelt prayers, offered up in 
faith, we receive refreshment and vigor from the Source of our strength.--Testimonies, 
vol. 2, p. 578.  
 
In connection with our camp-meetings in past years, God's servants have improved many 
precious opportunities for instructing our people in practical methods of presenting the 
saving truths of the third angel's message to their friends and acquaintances. Many have 
been taught how to labor as self-supporting missionaries in their home communities. 
Many have returned home from these annual gatherings, to labor with greater zeal and 
intelligence than hitherto. It would be pleasing to God if far more of this practical 
instruction were given the church members who attend our camp-meetings, than has 
usually been given in years past. Our general workers and our brethren and sisters in 
every conference should remember that one of the objects of our annual gatherings is 
that all may gain a knowledge of practical methods of personal missionary work.--
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 81.   
 
In some of our conferences, the leaders have hesitated to introduce these practical 
methods of instruction. Some are naturally inclined to sermonize rather than to teach. 
But on such occasions as our annual camp-meetings, we must never lose sight of the 
opportunities afforded for teaching the believers how to do practical missionary work in 
the place where they may live.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 82.  
 
Practical Demonstration of Missionary Methods  
 
By engaging in work at the camp-meeting, all may be learning how to work successfully 
in their home churches.-- Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 49.  
 
We can go to the camp-meeting, not merely to receive, but to impart. Every one who is a 
partaker of Christ's pardoning love, every one who has been enlightened by the Spirit of 
God and converted to the truth, will feel that for these precious blessings he owes a debt 
to every soul with whom he comes in contact. Those who are humble in heart the Lord 
will use to reach souls whom the ordained ministers cannot reach. They will be moved to 
speak words which reveal the saving grace of Christ.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 43.  
 
When we follow plans of the Lord's devising, we are "laborers together with God." 
Whatever our position,-- whether presidents of conferences, ministers, teachers, 
students, or lay members,--we are held accountable by the Lord for making the most of 
our opportunities to enlighten those in need of present truth. And one of the principal 
agencies He has ordained for our use is the printed page. In our schools and sanitariums, 
in our home churches, and particularly in our annual camp-meetings, we must learn to 
make a wise use of this precious agency. With patient diligence, chosen workers must 
instruct our people how to approach unbelievers in a kindly, winning way, and how to 
place in their hands literature in which the truth for this time is presented with clearness 
and power.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 86, 87.  
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The work at our camp-meetings should be conducted, not according to man's devising, 
but after the manner of Christ's working. The church members should be drawn out to 
labor.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 120. 
 
Special Feature of Camp-Meetings near the End of Time  
 
It has been shown me that our camp-meetings are to increase in interest and success. As 
we approach nearer the end, I have seen that in these meetings there will be less 
preaching, and more Bible study. There will be little groups all over the ground with their 
Bibles in their hands, and different ones leading out in a free, conversational study of the 
Scriptures.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 87.  
 
Serious Loss in Remaining Away  
 
Our camp-meetings are arranged and held at great expense. God's ministers who 
advocate unpopular truth, labor excessively at these large gatherings to bear the message 
of mercy from a crucified Redeemer to poor fallen sinners. To neglect or treat these 
messages with indifference, is to slight the mercy of God and His voice of warning and 
entreaty. Your absence from these meetings has been very detrimental to your spiritual 
welfare. You have missed the strength that you might have gained there by listening to 
the preached word of God, and mingling with the believers of the truth.--Testimonies, 
vol. 4, p. 115.  
 
It is no small matter for a family to stand as representatives of Jesus, keeping God's law 
in an unbelieving community. We are required to be living epistles, known and read of all 
men. This position involves fearful responsibilities. In order to live in the light, you must 
come where the light shines. Brother K, at any sacrifice, should feel under solemn 
obligation to attend, with his family, at least the yearly gatherings of those who love the 
truth. It would strengthen him and them, and fit them for trial and duty. It is not well for 
them to lose the privilege of associating with those of like faith; for the truth loses its 
importance in their minds, their hearts cease to be enlightened and vivified by its 
sanctifying influence, and they lose spirituality. They are not strengthened by the words 
of the living preacher. Worldly thoughts and worldly enterprises are continually 
exercising their minds to the exclusion of spiritual subjects. --Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 106.  
 
The camp meeting is one of the most important agencies in our work. It is one of the 
most effective methods of arresting the attention of the people and reaching all classes 
with the gospel invitation. The time in which we live is a time of intense excitement. 
Ambition and war, pleasure and money-making, absorb the minds of men. Satan sees 
that his time is short, and he has set all his agencies at work, that men may be deceived, 
deluded, occupied, and entranced, until probation shall be ended and the door of mercy 
be forever shut. It is our work to give to the whole world--to every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people--the saving truths of the third angel's message. But it has been a 
difficult problem to know how to reach the people in the great centers of population. We 
are not allowed entrance to the churches. In the cities the large halls are expensive, and 
in most cases but few will come out to the best halls. We have been spoken against by 
those who were not acquainted with us. The reasons of our faith are not understood by 
the people, and we have been regarded as fanatics who were ignorantly keeping Saturday 
for Sunday. In our work we have been perplexed to know how to break through the 
barriers of worldliness and prejudice, and bring before the people the precious truth 
which means so much to them. The Lord has instructed us that the camp meeting is one 
of the most important instrumentalities for the accomplishment of this work.  {6T 31.1}   
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We must plan wisely, that the people may have an opportunity of hearing for themselves 
the last message of mercy to the world. The people should be warned to make ready for 
the great day of God, which is right upon them. We have no time to lose. We must do our 
utmost to reach men where they are. The world is now reaching the boundary line in 
impenitence and disregard for the laws of the government of God. In every city of our 
world the warning must be proclaimed. All that can be done should be done without 
delay.  {6T 32.1}   
 
And our camp meetings have another object, preparatory to this. They are to promote 
spiritual life among our own people. The world in its wisdom knows not God. The world 
cannot see the beauty, the loveliness, the goodness, the holiness of divine truth. And in 
order that men may understand this, there must be a channel through which it shall 
come to the world. The church has been constituted that channel. Christ reveals Himself 
to us that we may reveal Him to others. Through His people are to be manifested the 
riches and glory of His unspeakable gift.  {6T 32.2}   
 
God has committed to our hands a most sacred work, and we need to meet together to 
receive instruction, that we may be fitted to perform this work. We need to understand 
what part we shall individually be called upon to act in building up the cause of God in 
the earth, in vindicating God's holy law, and in lifting up the Saviour as the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. We need to meet together and receive 
the divine touch, that we may understand our work in the home. Parents need to 
understand how they may send forth from the sanctuary of the home their sons and 
daughters so trained and educated that they will be fitted to shine as lights in the world. 
We need to understand in regard to the division of labor and how each part of the work is 
to be carried forward. Each one should understand the part he is to act, that there may be 
harmony of plan and of labor in the combined work of all.  {6T 32.3}  
  
Reaching the Masses  
 
In the Sermon on the Mount Christ said to His disciples: "Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16. If our camp meetings are conducted as they should 
be, they will indeed be a light in the world. They should be held in the large cities and 
towns where the message of truth has not been proclaimed. And they should continue for 
two or three weeks. It may sometimes be advisable to hold a camp meeting for several 
successive seasons in the same place; but as a rule the place of meeting should be 
changed from year to year. Instead of having mammoth camp meetings in a few 
localities, more good would be done by having smaller meetings in many places. Thus the 
work will be constantly extending into new fields. Just as soon as the standard of truth is 
lifted in one locality, and it is safe to leave the new converts, we must plan to enter other 
new fields. Our camp meetings are a power, and when held in a place where the 
community can be stirred, they will have far greater power than when for the 
convenience of our own people they are located where, because of previous meetings and 
the rejection of truth, the public interest is deadened.  {6T 33.1}   
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Our Churches are committing mistake building camp centres in their own 
churches 
 
A mistake has been made in holding camp meetings in out-of-the-way places and in 
continuing in the same place year after year. This has been done to save expense and 
labor, but the saving should be made in other lines. In new fields especially, a dearth of 
means often makes it difficult to meet the expense of a camp meeting. Careful economy 
should be exercised and inexpensive plans devised, for much can be saved in this way. 
But let not the work be crippled. This method of presenting the truth to the people is by 
the devising of our God. When souls are to be labored for, and the truth is to be brought 
before those who know it not, the work must not be hindered in order to save expense.  
{6T 34.1}   
 
Our camp meetings should be so conducted as to accomplish the greatest possible 
amount of good. Let the truth be properly presented and represented by those who 
believe it. It is light, the light of heaven, that the world needs, and whatever manifests the 
Lord Jesus Christ is light.  {6T 34.2}  
 
An Object Lesson  
 
Every camp meeting should be an object lesson of neatness, order, and good taste. We 
must give careful regard to economy, and must avoid display; but everything connected 
with the grounds should be neat and tidy. Taste and tact do much to attract. And in all 
our work we should present the discipline of organization and order.  {6T 34.3}   
 
The tents should be securely staked, and whenever there is liability of rain, every tent 
should be trenched. On no account let this be neglected. Serious and even fatal illness has 
been contracted through neglect of this precaution.  {6T 35.1}   
 
We should feel that we are representatives of truth of heavenly origin. We are to show 
forth the praises of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. We 
should ever bear in mind that angels of God are walking through the encampment, 
beholding the order and arrangement in every tent. To the large numbers of people who 
come to the ground, all the arrangements are an illustration of the belief and principles 
of the people conducting the meeting. It should be the very best illustration possible. All 
the surroundings should be a lesson. Especially should the family tents, in their neatness 
and order, giving a glimpse of home life, be a constant sermon as to the habits, customs, 
and practices of Seventh-day Adventists.  {6T 35.2}  
  
Securing Attendance  
 
As we were preparing to hold a camp meeting near a large city where our people were but 
little known, I seemed one night to be in an assembly met for consultation as to the work 
to be done before the meeting. It was proposed to make large efforts, and incur heavy 
expense for distributing notices and papers. Arrangements were being made to do this, 
when One who is wise in counsel said: "Set your tents, begin your meetings, then 
advertise; and more will be accomplished.  {6T 35.3}   
 
"The truth as spoken by the living preacher will have greater influence than the same 
matter will have when published in the papers. But both methods combined will have 
still greater force. It is not the best plan to follow one line of effort year after year. Change 
the order of things. When you give time and opportunity, Satan is prepared to rally his 
forces, and he will work to destroy every soul possible. Do not arouse opposition before 



Camp Meetings from SoP – Elder Dan, Bro. Zaddoch and Sami  2020

 

Page | 25 

the people have had opportunity to hear the truth and know what they are opposing. 
Reserve your means to do a strong work after the meeting rather than before. If a press 
can be secured to be worked during the meeting, printing leaflets, notices, and papers for 
distribution, it will have a telling influence."  {6T 36.1}   
 
At some of our camp meetings strong companies of workers have been organized to go 
out into the city and its suburbs to distribute literature and invite people to the meetings. 
By this means hundreds of persons were secured as regular attendants during the last 
half of the meeting who otherwise might have thought little about it.  {6T 36.2}   
 
We must take every justifiable means of bringing the light before the people. Let the 
press be utilized, and let every advertising agency be employed that will call attention to 
the work. This should not be regarded as nonessential. On every street corner you may 
see placards and notices calling attention to various things that are going on, some of 
them of the most objectionable character; and shall those who have the light of life be 
satisfied with feeble efforts to call the attention of the masses to the truth?  {6T 36.3}   
 
Those who become interested have to meet sophistry and misrepresentation from 
popular ministers, and they know not how to answer these things. The truth presented by 
the living preacher should be published in as compact a form as possible, and circulated 
widely. As far as practicable, let the important discourses given at our camp meetings be 
published in the newspapers. Thus the truth which was placed before a limited number 
may find access to many minds. And where the truth has been misrepresented, the 
people will have an opportunity of knowing just what the minister said.  {6T 37.1}   
 
There are many in the same condition as was Nathanael. They are prejudiced and 
unbelieving because they have never come in contact with the special truths for these last 
days or with the people who hold them, and it will require but attendance upon a meeting 
full of the Spirit of Christ to sweep away their unbelief. No matter what we have to meet, 
what opposition, what effort to turn souls away from the truth of heavenly origin, we 
must give publicity to our faith, that honest souls may see and hear and be convinced for 
themselves. Our work is to say, as did Philip: "Come and see."  {6T 38.1}   
 
We hold no doctrine that we wish to hide. To those who have been educated to keep the 
first day of the week as a sacred day, the most objectionable feature of our faith is the 
Sabbath of the fourth commandment. But does not God's word declare that the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord our God? True, it is not an easy matter to make the 
required change from the first to the seventh day. It involves a cross. It clashes with the 
precepts and practices of men. Learned men have taught the people tradition till they are 
full of unbelief and prejudice. Yet we must say to these people: "Come and see." God 
requires us to proclaim the truth and let it discover error.  {6T 38.2}  
  
Attendance of Church Members  
 
It is important that the members of our churches should attend our camp meetings. The 
enemies of truth are many; and because our numbers are few, we should present as 
strong a front as possible. Individually you need the benefits of the meeting, and God 
calls upon you to number one in the ranks of truth.  {6T 38.3}   
 
Some will say: "It is expensive to travel, and it would be better for us to save the money 
and give it for the advancement of the work where it is so much needed." Do not reason 
in this way; God calls upon you to take your place among the rank and file of His people. 
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Strengthen the meeting all you possibly can by being present with your families. Put 
forth extra exertion to attend the gathering of God's people.  {6T 39.1}   
 
Brethren and sisters, it would be far better for you to let your business suffer than to 
neglect the opportunity of hearing the message God has for you. Make no excuse that will 
keep you from gaining every spiritual advantage possible. You need every ray of light. 
You need to become qualified to give a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 
and fear. You cannot afford to lose one such privilege.  {6T 39.2}   
 
Anciently the Lord instructed His people to assemble three times a year for His worship. 
To these holy convocations the children of Israel came, bringing to the house of God their 
tithes, their sin offerings, and their offerings of gratitude. They met to recount God's 
mercies, to make known His wonderful works, and to offer praise and thanksgiving to 
His name. And they were to unite in the sacrificial service which pointed to Christ as the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. Thus they were to be preserved from 
the corrupting power of worldliness and idolatry. Faith and love and gratitude were to be 
kept alive in their hearts, and through their association together in this sacred service 
they were to be bound closer to God and to one another.  {6T 39.3}   
 
With those who lived at a distance from the tabernacle, more than a month of every year 
must have been occupied in attendance upon these holy convocations. The Lord saw that 
these gatherings were necessary for the spiritual life of His people. They needed to turn 
away from their worldly cares, to commune with God, and to contemplate unseen 
realities.  {6T 40.1}   
 
If the children of Israel needed the benefit of these holy convocations in their time, how 
much more do we need them in these last days of peril and conflict! And if the people of 
the world then needed the light which God had committed to His church, how much 
more do they need it now!  {6T 40.2}   
 
This is a time for everyone to come up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. The forces of the enemy are strengthening, and as a people we are 
misrepresented. We desire the people to become acquainted with our doctrines and 
work. We want them to know what we are, and what we believe. We must find our way to 
their hearts. Let the army of the Lord be on the ground to represent the work and cause 
of God. Do not plead an excuse. The Lord has need of you. He does not do His work 
without the co-operation of the human agent. Go to the camp meeting, even though you 
have to make a sacrifice to do so. Go with a will to work. And make every effort to induce 
your friends to go, not in your place, but to go with you, to stand on the Lord's side and 
obey His commandments. Help those who are interested to attend, if necessary providing 
them with food and lodging. Angels who are commissioned to minister to those who are 
heirs of salvation will accompany you. God will do great things for His people. He will 
bless every effort to honor His cause and advance His work.  {6T 40.3}  
  
Preparation of Heart  
 
None of us should go to the camp meeting depending on the ministers or the Bible 
workers to make the meeting a blessing to us. God does not want His people to hang their 
weight on the minister. He does not want them to be weakened by depending on human 
beings for help. They are not to lean, like helpless children, upon someone else as a prop. 
As a steward of the grace of God, every church member should feel personal 
responsibility to have life and root in himself. Each one should feel that in a measure the 
success of the meeting depends upon him. Do not say: "I am not responsible. I shall have 
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nothing to do in this meeting." If you feel thus, you are giving Satan opportunity to work 
through you. He will crowd your mind with his thoughts, giving you something to do in 
his lines. Instead of gathering with Christ, you will scatter abroad.  {6T 41.2}   
 
The success of the meeting depends on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. For the 
outpouring of the Spirit every lover of the cause of truth should pray. And as far as lies in 
our power, we are to remove every hindrance to His working. The Spirit can never be 
poured out while variance and bitterness toward one another are cherished by the 
members of the church. Envy, jealousy, evil surmising, and evilspeaking are of Satan, and 
they effectually bar the way against the Holy Spirit's working. Nothing else in this world 
is so dear to God as His church. Nothing is guarded by Him with such jealous care. 
Nothing so offends God as an act that injures the influence of those who are doing His 
service. He will call to account all who aid Satan in his work of criticizing and 
discouraging.  {6T 42.1}   
 
"Herein is My Father glorified," Christ says, "that ye bear much fruit." John 15:8. If there 
was ever a place where the believers should bear much fruit, it is at our camp meetings. 
At these meetings our acts, our words, our spirit, are marked, and our influence is as far-
reaching as eternity.  {6T 42.3}   
 
Transformation of character is to be the testimony to the world of the indwelling love of 
Christ. The Lord expects His people to show that the redeeming power of grace can work 
upon the faulty character and cause it to develop in symmetry and abundant fruitfulness.  
{6T 43.1}   
 
But in order for us to fulfill God's purpose, there is a preparatory work to be done. The 
Lord bids us empty our hearts of the selfishness which is the root of alienation. He longs 
to pour upon us His Holy Spirit in rich measure, and He bids us clear the way by self-
renunciation. When self is surrendered to God, our eyes will be opened to see the 
stumbling stones which our un-Christlikeness has placed in the way of others. All these 
God bids us remove. He says: "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed." James 5:16. Then we may have the assurance that David 
had when, after confession of his sin, he prayed: "Restore unto me the joy of Thy 
salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; 
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee." Psalm 51:12, 13.  {6T 43.2}  
 
When the grace of God reigns within, the soul will be surrounded with an atmosphere of 
faith and courage and Christlike love, an atmosphere invigorating to the spiritual life of 
all who inhale it. Then we can go to the camp meeting not merely to receive, but to 
impart. Everyone who is a partaker of Christ's pardoning love, everyone who has been 
enlightened by the Spirit of God and converted to the truth, will feel that for these 
precious blessings he owes a debt to every soul with whom he comes in contact. Those 
who are humble in heart the Lord will use to reach souls whom the ordained ministers 
cannot approach. They will be moved to speak words which reveal the saving grace of 
Christ.  {6T 43.3}   
 
Business Matters  
 
As far as possible our camp meetings should be wholly devoted to spiritual interests. 
They should not be made occasions for the transaction of business.  {6T 44.1}   
 
At the camp meetings, workers are gathered from all parts of the field, and it seems a 
favorable opportunity for considering business matters connected with the various 
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branches of the work and for the training of workers in different lines. All these different 
interests are important, but when they have been attended to at a camp meeting, but 
little opportunity remains for dealing with the practical relation of truth to the soul. 
Ministers are diverted from their work of building up the children of God in the most 
holy faith, and the camp meeting does not meet the end for which it was appointed. 
Many meetings are conducted in which the larger number of the people have no interest, 
and if they could attend them all they would go away wearied instead of being refreshed 
and benefited. Many are disappointed at the failure of their expectation to receive help 
from the camp meeting. Those who came for enlightenment and strength return to their 
homes little better fitted to work in their families and churches than before attending the 
meeting.  {6T 44.2}   
 
Business matters should be attended to by those especially appointed for this work. And 
as far as possible they should be brought before the people at some other time than the 
camp meeting. Instruction in canvassing, in Sabbath school work, and in the details of 
tract and missionary work should be given in the home churches or in meetings specially 
appointed. The same principle applies to cooking schools. While these are all right in 
their place, they should not occupy the time of our camp meetings.  {6T 44.3}   
 
The presidents of conferences and the ministers should give themselves to the spiritual 
interests of the people and should therefore be excused from the mechanical labor 
attendant upon the meeting. The ministers should be ready to act as teachers and leaders 
in the work of the camp when occasion requires, but they should not be wearied out. 
They should feel refreshed and be in a cheerful frame of mind, for this is essential for the 
best good of the meeting. They should be able to speak words of cheer and courage, and 
to drop seeds of spiritual truth into the soil of honest hearts, to spring up and bear 
precious fruit.  {6T 45.1}   
 
The ministers should teach the people how to come to the Lord and how to lead others to 
Him. Methods must be adopted, plans must be carried out, whereby the standard shall 
be uplifted, and the people shall be taught how they may be purified from iniquity and 
elevated by adherence to pure and holy principles.  {6T 45.2}   
 
There must be time for heart searching, for soul culture. When the mind is occupied with 
matters of business, there must necessarily be a dearth of spiritual power. Personal piety, 
true faith, and heart holiness must be kept before the mind until the people realize their 
importance.  {6T 45.3}   
 
We must have the power of God in our camp meetings, or we shall not be able to prevail 
against the enemy of souls. Christ says: "Without Me ye can do nothing."  {6T 45.4}   
 
Those who gather at camp meetings must be impressed with the fact that the object of 
the meetings is to attain to a higher Christian experience, to advance in the knowledge of 
God, to become strengthened with spiritual vigor; and unless we realize this, the 
meetings will to us be fruitless.  {6T 45.5} 
  
Ministerial Help  
 
In camp meetings or tent efforts in or near the large cities there should be an abundance 
of ministerial help. In all our camp meetings the ministerial force should be as strong as 
possible. It is not wise to allow a constant strain upon one or two men. Under such a 
strain they become physically and mentally exhausted, and are unable to do the work 
appointed them. In order that they may have the strength required for the meetings, 
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ministers should arrange beforehand to leave their fields of labor in safe hands, with 
those who, though they may not be able to preach, can carry forward the work from 
house to house. In God many can do valiantly, and for their labor will see returns the 
richness of which will surprise them.  {6T 46.1}   
 
In our large meetings a variety of gifts is needed. Fresh capabilities should be brought 
into the work. Opportunity must be given for the Holy Spirit to work on the mind. Then 
the truth will be presented with freshness and power.  {6T 46.2}   
 
In conducting the important interests of meetings near a large city, the co-operation of 
all the workers is essential. They should keep in the very atmosphere of the meetings, 
becoming acquainted with the people as they come in and go out, showing the utmost 
courtesy and kindness, and tender regard for their souls. They should be ready to speak 
to them in season and out of season, watching to win souls. Oh, that Christ's workers 
would show one half as much vigilance as does Satan, who is always on the track of 
human beings, always wide awake, watching to lay some gin or snare for their 
destruction.  {6T 46.3}   
 
Let every succeeding day be made the most important day of labor. That day, that 
evening, may be the only opportunity which some soul may have to hear the warning 
message. Keep this ever in mind.  {6T 47.1}   
 
When ministers allow themselves to be called away from their work to visit the churches, 
not only do they exhaust their physical strength, but they rob themselves of the time 
needed for study and prayer and for silence before God in self-examination. Thus they 
are unfitted to do the work when and where it should be done.  {6T 47.2}   
 
All to Be Workers  
 
"And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ." Ephesians 4:11-13.  {6T 48.3}  
 
This scripture presents a large program of work that may be brought into our camp 
meetings. All these gifts are to be in exercise. Every faithful worker will minister for the 
perfecting of the saints.  {6T 48.4}   
 
Those who are in training for work in the cause in any line should improve every 
opportunity to work at the camp meetings. Wherever camp meetings are held, young 
men who have received an education in medical lines should feel it their duty to act a 
part. They should be encouraged not only to work in medical lines, but also to speak 
upon the points of present truth, giving the reason why we are Seventh-day Adventists. 
These young men, if given an opportunity to work with older ministers, will receive much 
help and blessing.  {6T 48.5}   
 
Properly conducted, the camp meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can 
learn to do more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of 
the church, old and young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more 
perfectly, a place where believers can receive an education that will help them to help 
others.  {6T 49.2}   
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Parents who come to camp meeting should take special heed to the lessons given for their 
instruction. Then, in the home life, by precept and example, let them impart these 
lessons to their children. As they thus strive to save their children from the corrupting 
influences of the world, they will see an improvement in their families.  {6T 49.3}   
 
The best help that ministers can give the members of our churches is not sermonizing, 
but planning work for them. Give each one something to do for others. Help all to see 
that as receivers of the grace of Christ they are under obligation to work for Him. And let 
all be taught how to work. Especially should those who are newly come to the faith be 
educated to become laborers together with God. If set to work, the despondent will soon 
forget their despondency; the weak will become strong, the ignorant intelligent, and all 
will be prepared to present the truth as it is in Jesus. They will find an unfailing helper in 
Him who has promised to save all that come unto Him.  {6T 49.4}  
  
Prayer and Counsel  
 
Those who labor at camp meetings should frequently engage together in prayer and 
counsel, that they may labor intelligently. At these meetings there are many things that 
demand attention. But the ministers should take time to meet together for prayer and 
counsel every day. You should know that all things are drawing in even lines, "that you 
are standing," as the words were spoken to me, "shoulder to shoulder, marching right 
ahead, and not drawing off." When the work is carried on in this way, there is unity of 
heart, and there will be harmony of action. This will be a wonderful means of bringing 
the blessing of God upon the people.  {6T 50.1}   
 
Before giving a discourse, ministers should take time to seek God for wisdom and power. 
In earlier times the ministers would often go away and pray together, and they would not 
cease until the Spirit of God responded to their prayers. Then they would return from the 
place of prayer with their faces lighted up; and when they spoke to the congregation, 
their words were with power. They reached the hearts of the people because the Spirit 
that gave them the blessing prepared hearts to receive their message. There is far more 
being done by the heavenly universe than we realize in preparing the way that souls may 
be converted. We are to work in harmony with the messengers of heaven. We want more 
of God; we are not to feel that our talking and sermonizing can do the work. Unless the 
people are reached through God, they will never be reached. We are to rely wholly upon 
God, pleading His promise: "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.  {6T 50.2}   
 
Needs of the Church  
 
Many come to camp meeting with hearts full of murmuring and complaining. Through 
the work of the Holy Spirit these must be led to see that their murmuring is an offense to 
God. They must be led to feel self-reproach because they have allowed the enemy to 
control their mind and judgment. Complaining must be turned to repentance, 
uncertainty and despondency to the earnest inquiry: "How shall I become true in faith?"  
{6T 52.2}   
 
When man is a partaker of the divine nature, the love of Christ will be an abiding 
principle in the soul, and self and its peculiarities will not be exhibited. But it is sad to see 
those who should be vessels unto honor indulging in the gratification of the lower nature 
and walking in paths that conscience condemns. Men professing to be followers of Christ 
fall to a low level, always mourning over their shortcomings, but never overcoming and 
bruising Satan under their feet. Guilt and condemnation constantly burden the soul, and 
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the cry of such might well be: "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?" Romans 7:24. Through indulgence in sin, self-respect is destroyed; 
and when that is gone, respect for others is lessened; we think that others are as 
unrighteous as we are ourselves.  {6T 52.3}   
 
At our yearly convocations these things should be set before the people, and they should 
be encouraged to find in Christ deliverance from the power of sin. He says: "When ye 
shall search for Me with all your heart, . . . I will be found of you." Jeremiah 29:13, 14. 
The standard should be elevated, and the preaching should be of the most spiritual 
character, that the people may be led to see the reason of their weakness and 
unhappiness. Many are unhappy because they are unholy. Purity of heart, innocence of 
mind, only can be blessed of God. When sin is cherished, it can in the end produce 
nothing but unhappiness; and the sin which leads to the most unhappy results is pride of 
heart, the lack of Christlike sympathy and love.  {6T 53.1}  
  
How to Present the Message  
 
Everywhere there are hearts crying out for the living God. Discourses unsatisfying to the 
hungry soul have been given in the churches. In these discourses there is not that divine 
manifestation which touches the mind and creates a glow in the soul. The hearers cannot 
say: "Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He 
opened to us the Scriptures?" Luke 24:32. Much of the teaching given is powerless to 
awaken the transgressor or convict souls of sin. The people who come to hear the word 
need a plain, straightforward presentation of truth. Some who have once tasted of the 
word of God have dwelt long in an atmosphere where there is no God, and they long for 
the divine presence.  {6T 53.2}   
 
The very first and most important thing is to melt and subdue the soul by presenting our 
Lord Jesus Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviour. Never should a sermon be preached, or 
Bible instruction in any line be given, without pointing the hearers to the "Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. Every true doctrine makes Christ the 
center, every precept receives force from His words.  {6T 53.3}   
 
Keep before the people the cross of Calvary. Show what caused the death of Christ--the 
transgression of the law. Let not sin be cloaked or treated as a matter of little 
consequence. It is to be presented as guilt against the Son of God. Then point the people 
to Christ, telling them that immortality comes only through receiving Him as their 
personal Saviour.  {6T 54.1}   
 
Arouse the people to see how far they have departed from the Lord's ordinances by 
adopting worldly policy and conforming to worldly principles. These have brought them 
into transgression of God's law.   {6T 54.2}   
 
Many in the world set their affections on things that in themselves are not evil; but they 
become satisfied with these things, and do not seek the greater and higher good that 
Christ desires to give them. Now we must not rudely seek to deprive them of what they 
hold dear. Reveal to them the beauty and preciousness of truth. Lead them to behold 
Christ in His loveliness; then they will turn from everything that would draw their 
affections away from Him. This is the principle of the Saviour's dealing with men; it is the 
principle that must be brought into the church.  {6T 54.3}   
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In presenting to the people the various lessons and warnings of the special message for 
this time, we must bear in mind that not all are equally appropriate for the congregations 
that assemble at our camp meetings. Even Jesus said to His disciples, who had been with 
Him for three years: "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
now." John 16:12. We must endeavor to present the truth as the people are prepared to 
hear it and to appreciate its value. The Spirit of God is working upon the minds and 
hearts of men, and we are to work in harmony with it.  {6T 55.2}   
 
Of some truths the people already have a knowledge. There are some in which they are 
interested, of which they are ready to learn more. Show them the significance of these 
truths and their relation to others which they do not understand. Thus you will arouse a 
desire for greater light. This is "rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15.   {6T 
55.3}   
 
Let the message for this time be presented, not in long, labored discourses, but in short 
talks, right to the point. Do not think when you have gone over a subject once that you 
can pass right on to other points, and the hearers will retain all that has been presented. 
There is danger of passing too rapidly from point to point. Give short lessons, in plain, 
simple language, and let them be often repeated.   {6T 55.4}   
 
Do not immediately follow one discourse with another, but let a period of rest intervene, 
that the truth may be fastened in the mind, and that opportunity for meditation and 
prayer may be given for both ministers and people. Thus there will be growth in religious 
knowledge and experience.   {6T 56.1}   
 
Keep the mind concentrated on a few vital points. Do not bring unimportant ideas into 
your discourses. God would not have you think that you are impressed by His Spirit when 
you fly from your subject, bringing in foreign matters that have no connection with your 
text. By wandering from straight lines, and bringing in that which calls the mind off the 
subject, you lose your bearing, and weaken all that you have previously said. Give your 
hearers pure wheat, thoroughly winnowed.  {6T 56.2}   
 
Be careful never to lose a sense of the presence of the divine Watcher. Remember that 
you are speaking, not only before an assembly of men, but before One whom you should 
ever recognize. Speak as if the whole heavenly universe were before you.   {6T 56.3}   
 
One night, previous to an important meeting, I seemed in my sleeping hours to be in 
meeting with my brethren, listening to One who spoke as having authority. He said: 
"Many souls will attend this meeting who are honestly ignorant of the truths that will be 
presented. They will listen and become interested, because Christ is drawing them; 
conscience tells them that what they hear is true, for it has the Bible for its foundation. 
The greatest care is needed in dealing with these souls.  {6T 56.4}   
 
"Let such portions of the message be dealt out to them as they may be able to grasp and 
appropriate. Though it should appear strange and startling, many will recognize with joy 
that new light is shed on the word of God; whereas if new truths were presented in so 
large a measure that they could not comprehend them, some would go away and never 
come again. Some, in their efforts to tell it to others, would misrepresent what they had 
heard. Some would so wrest the Scriptures as to confuse other minds.  {6T 57.1}   
 
"Arm yourselves with humility; pray that angels of God may come close to your side to 
impress the mind; for it is not you that work the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit must 
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work you. It is the Holy Spirit that makes the truth impressive. Keep practical truth ever 
before the people."  {6T 57.3}   
 
Do not make prominent those features of the message which are a condemnation of the 
customs and practices of the people, until they have an opportunity to know that we are 
believers in Christ, that we believe in His divinity and in His pre-existence. Let the 
testimony of the world's Redeemer be dwelt upon. He says: "I Jesus have sent Mine angel 
to testify unto you these things in the churches." Revelation 22:16.   {6T 58.1}   
 
At the Queensland camp meeting in 1898, instruction was given me for our Bible 
workers. In the visions of the night, ministers and workers seemed to be in a meeting 
where Bible lessons were being given. We said, "We have the Great Teacher with us 
today," and we listened with interest to His words. He said: There is a great work before 
you in this place. You will need to present truth in its simplicity. Bring the people to the 
waters of life. Speak to them the things which most concern their present and eternal 
good. Let not your study of the Scriptures be of a cheap or casual order. In all that you 
say, know that you have something which is worthy of the time you take to say it, and of 
the time of the hearers to hear. Speak of those things which are essential, those things 
which will instruct, bringing light with every word.  {6T 58.2}   
 
"Learn to meet the people where they are. Do not present subjects that will arouse 
controversy. Let not your instruction be of a character to perplex the mind. Do not cause 
the people to worry over things which you may understand but which they do not see, 
unless these are of vital consequence to the saving of the soul. Do not present the 
Scriptures in a way to exalt self and encourage vainglory in the one who opens the word.''  
{6T 58.3}   
 
The Last Warning  
 
The third angel's message is to be given with power. The power of the proclamation of 
the first and second messages is to be intensified in the third. In the Revelation John says 
of the heavenly messenger who unites with the third angel: "I saw another angel come 
down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And 
he cried mightily with a strong voice.'' Revelation 18:1, 2. We are in danger of giving the 
third angel's message in so indefinite a manner that it does not impress the people. So 
many other interests are brought in that the very message which should be proclaimed 
with power becomes tame and voiceless. At our camp meetings a mistake has been made. 
The Sabbath question has been touched upon, but has not been presented as the great 
test for this time. While the churches profess to believe in Christ, they are violating the 
law which Christ Himself proclaimed from Sinai. The Lord bids us: "Show My people 
their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.'' Isaiah 58:1. The trumpet is to give 
a certain sound.  {6T 60.1}   
 
When you have a congregation before you for only two weeks, do not defer the 
presentation of the Sabbath question until everything else is presented, supposing that 
you thus pave the way for it. Lift up the standard--the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus. Make this the important theme. Then, by your strong arguments, make it 
of still greater force. Dwell more on the Revelation. Read, explain, and enforce its 
teaching.  {6T 61.1}   
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Praise Meetings  
 
In our camp meeting services there should be singing and instrumental music. Musical 
instruments were used in religious services in ancient times. The worshipers praise God 
upon the harp and cymbal, and music should have its place in our services. It will add to 
the interest. And every day a praise meeting should be held, a simple service of 
thanksgiving to God. There would be much more power in our camp meetings if we had a 
true sense of the goodness, mercy, and long-suffering of God, and if more praise flowed 
forth from our lips to the honor and glory of His name. We need to cultivate more fervor 
of soul. The Lord says: "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me.'' Psalm 50:23.  {6T 62.1}  
 
Revival Efforts  
 
At our camp meetings there are far too few revival efforts made. There is too little seeking 
of the Lord. Revival services should be carried from the beginning to the close of the 
meeting. The most determined efforts should be made to arouse the people. Let all see 
that you are in earnest because you have a wonderful message from heaven. Tell them 
that the Lord is coming in judgment, and that neither kings nor rulers, wealth nor 
influence, will avail to ward off the judgments soon to fall. At the close of every meeting, 
decisions should be called for. Hold fast to those interested, until they are confirmed in 
the faith.  {6T 64.3}   
 
Many who come to the meeting are weary and heavy-laden with sin. They do not feel safe 
in their religious faith. Opportunity should be given for those who are troubled and want 
rest in spirit to find help. After a discourse those who wish to follow Christ should be 
invited to signify their desire. Invite all who are not satisfied that they are prepared for 
Christ's coming, and all who feel burdened and heavy-laden, to come apart by 
themselves. Let those who are spiritual converse with these souls. Pray with and for 
them. Let much time be spent in prayer and close searching of the word. Let all obtain 
the real facts of faith in their own souls through belief that the Holy Spirit will be 
imparted to them because they have a real hungering and thirsting after righteousness. 
Teach them how to surrender themselves to God, how to believe, how to claim the 
promises. Let the deep love of God be expressed in words of encouragement, in words of 
intercession.  {6T 65.2}   
 
Let there be far more wrestling with God for the salvation of souls. Work disinterestedly, 
determinedly, with a spirit never to let go. Compel souls to come in to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. Let there be more praying, believing, and receiving, and more 
working together with God.  {6T 66.1}   
 
The Lord's servants must not only preach the word from the pulpit, but must come in 
personal contact with the people. When a discourse is given, precious seed is sown. But if 
personal effort is not made to cultivate the soil, the seed does not take root. Unless the 
heart is softened and subdued by the Spirit of God, much of the discourse is lost. Observe 
those in the congregation who seem to be interested, and speak to them after the service. 
A few words spoken in private will often do more good than the whole discourse has 
done. Inquire how the subjects presented appear to the hearers, whether the matter is 
clear to their minds. By kindness and courtesy show that you have a real interest in them 
and a care for their souls. Many have been led to think that as a people we do not believe 
in conversion. When we appeal to them to come to Christ, hearts will be softened, and 
prejudice will be swept away.  {6T 68.1}  
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The forces of the enemies are strengthening, and as a people we are misrepresented; but 
shall we not gather our forces together, and come up to the feast of tabernacles? Let us 
not treat this matter as one of little importance, but let the army of the Lord be on the 
ground to represent the work and cause of God in Australia. Let no one plead an excuse 
at such a time. One of the reasons why we have appointed the camp-meeting to be held at 
Melbourne, is that we desire the people of that vicinity to become acquainted with our 
doctrines and works. We want them to know what we are, and what we believe. Let every 
one pray, and make God his trust. Those who are barricaded with prejudice must hear 
the warning message for this time. We must find our way to the hearts of the people. 
Therefore come to the camp-meeting, even though you have to make a sacrifice to do so, 
and the Lord will bless your efforts to honour his cause and advance his work.  {BEcho, 
December 8, 1893 par. 5} 
 
It is a loss to repeatedly hold camp meetings in one place 
 
For this reason we should make every exertion to keep up our camp-meetings, and to 
hold them in different places. In America, in order to save expense, camp-meetings have 
been held year after year in the same place. Thus cities which ought to have had the light 
have been deprived of an opportunity to hear the last message of mercy. This is an 
economy which means loss in the end. {Ms7-1901} 
 
At these camp-meetings no one man carried the burden of deciding who should speak, 
but those were chosen who were experienced in the message and in conducting camp-
meetings. We used then the very arguments that are now given why the young men 
should not be brought to the front while the aged workers were passed by. {Lt349-1906} 
 
God speaks through the men who understand the guiding of the Holy Spirit. When 
thousands come out to attend our meetings, they desire to get the greatest possible 
benefit; and it is poor policy to place as speakers men who are not fully adapted to meet 
the needs of the situation. The word should be spoken by men who have felt the deep 
moving of the Spirit upon their hearts and who feel the burden of the message that God 
has given them for the people. The old soldiers of the cross are not to be passed by. 
{Lt349-1906}  
 
Men who have been placed in office for the first time, and who are just gaining their 
experience, need to move carefully and in humility of mind; for often they are not able to 
judge wisely. When Elder Reaser was placed in a position of responsibility, he did not see 
his need to learn all that he could from the experience of others who had a knowledge of 
the history of the work in Southern California and who had burdens laid upon them for 
that work by the Lord. At the first assuming of his new responsibilities, Elder Reaser 
should have considered that these persons understood the situation better than he did. 
By his officious attitude, he has made the work much more perplexing than it otherwise 
would have been. If he will be taught, the Lord will teach Elder Reaser that He has men 
on the ground who are fully as capable, yea, much more capable of planning and devising 
for the interests of the work as himself. {Lt349-1906} 
 
Medical missionary work 
 
At the camp meeting, instruction on health topics should be given to the people. At our 
meetings in Australia, lectures on health subjects were given daily, and a deep interest 
was aroused. A tent for the use of physicians and nurses was on the ground, medical 
advice was given freely, and was sought by many. Thousands of people attended the 
lectures, and at the close of the camp meeting the people were not satisfied to let the 
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matter drop with what they had already learned. In several cities where camp meetings 
were held, some of the leading citizens urged that a branch sanitarium be established, 
promising their cooperation.  {CD 443.3} At our camp-meetings especially, there should 
be daily classes for Bible study. Instruction should be given on the subjects of faith and 
Christian experience, and there should be seasons of earnest prayer. Then the influence 
of our camp-meetings would not be of so transitory a character, but would leave an 
abiding impression.—MS.  {GW92 228.3} 
 
Camp Meeting Diet 
 
We should put forth greater efforts to teach the people the truths of health 
reform. At every camp meeting an effort should be made to demonstrate what 
can be done in providing an appetizing, wholesome diet from grains, fruits, 
nuts, and vegetables. In every place where new companies are brought into the truth, 
instruction should be given in the science of preparing wholesome food. Workers should 
be chosen who can labor from house to house in an educational campaign.  {CD 443.1}  
At later camp meetings those in charge have educated by practice as well as by precept. 
No meat has been furnished at the dining tent, but fruits, grains, and 
vegetables have been supplied in abundance. As visitors ask questions in regard to 
the absence of meat, the reason is plainly stated, that flesh is not the most 
healthful food. . {CD 443.4} 
 
Some persons bring upon the campground food that is entirely unsuitable to 
such occasions, rich cakes and pies, and a variety of dishes that would 
derange the digestion of a healthy laboring man. Of course, the best is thought 
none too good for the minister. The people send these things to his table, and invite 
him to their tables. In this way ministers are tempted to eat too much, and food that is 
injurious. Not only is their efficiency at the camp meeting lessened; but many 
become dyspeptics.  {CD 55.2}   
 
The minister should decline this well-meant but unwise hospitality, even at 
the risk of seeming discourteous. And the people should have too much true 
kindness to press such an alternative upon him. They err when they tempt the 
minister with unhealthful food. Precious talent has thus been lost to the cause of 
God; and many, while they do live, are deprived of half the vigor and strength of their 
faculties. Ministers, above all others, should economize the strength of brain and nerve. 
They should avoid all food or drink that has a tendency to irritate or excite the nerves. 
Excitement will be followed by depression; overindulgence will cloud the mind, and 
render thought difficult and confused. No man can become a successful workman in 
spiritual things until he observes strict temperance in his dietetic habits. God cannot 
let His Holy Spirit rest upon those who, while they know how they should eat 
for health, persist in a course that will enfeeble mind and body.  {CD 55.3}  
 
There can be no influence so detrimental to a camp meeting, or any other gathering for 
religious worship, as much visiting and careless conversation. Frequently men and 
women assemble in companies, and engage in conversation upon common subjects 
which do not relate to the meeting. Some have brought their farms with them, others 
have brought their houses, and are laying their plans for building. Some are dissecting 
the characters of others and have no time or disposition to search their own hearts, to 
discover the defects in their own characters, that they may correct their wrongs and 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. If all who profess to be followers of Christ would 
improve the time out of meeting in conversing upon the truth, in dwelling upon the 
Christian's hope, in searching their own hearts, and in earnest prayer before God, 
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pleading for His blessing, a much greater work would be accomplished than we have yet 
seen. Unbelievers, who falsely accuse those who believe the truth, would be convinced 
because of their "good conversation in Christ." Our words and actions are the fruit we 
bear; "wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them."  {2T 597.3}   
 
God gave direction to the Israelites to assemble before Him at set periods in the place 
which He should choose, and observe special days, wherein no unnecessary work was to 
be done, but the time was to be devoted to a consideration of the blessings which He had 
bestowed upon them. At these special seasons the manservant and maidservant, the 
stranger, the fatherless and widow--all were directed to rejoice that God had by His own 
wonderful power brought them from servile bondage to the enjoyment of freedom. And 
they were commanded not to appear before the Lord empty-handed. They were to bring 
tokens of their gratitude to God for His continual mercies and blessings bestowed upon 
them; they were to bring gifts, freewill offerings and thank offerings unto the Lord, as He 
had blessed them. These offerings were varied according to the donor's estimate of the 
blessings which he was privileged to enjoy. Thus the characters of the people were plainly 
developed. Those who placed a high value upon the blessings which God bestowed upon 
them brought offerings in accordance with this appreciation of His blessings. Those 
whose moral powers were stupefied and benumbed by selfishness and idolatrous love of 
the favors received, rather than inspired by fervent love for their bountiful Benefactor, 
brought meager offerings. Thus their hearts were revealed. Besides these special religious 
feast days of gladness and rejoicing, the yearly Passover was to be commemorated by the 
Jewish nation. The Lord covenanted that, if they were faithful in the observance of His 
requirements, He would bless them in all their increase, and in all the works of their 
hands.  {2T 598.1}   
 
God requires no less of His people in these last days, in sacrifices and offerings, than He 
did of the Jewish nation. Those whom He has blessed with a competency, and even the 
widow and the fatherless, should not be unmindful of His blessings. Especially should 
those whom He has prospered render to Him the things that are His. They should appear 
before Him with a spirit of self-sacrifice and bring their offerings in accordance with the 
blessings He has bestowed upon them. But many whom God prospers manifest base 
ingratitude to Him. If His blessings rest upon them, and He increases their substance, 
they use these bounties as cords to bind them to the love of their possessions; they allow 
worldly business to take possession of their affections and of their entire being, and 
neglect devotion and religious privileges. They cannot afford to leave their business cares 
and come before God even once a year. They turn the blessings of God into a curse by 
serving their own temporal interests to the neglect of His requirements.  {2T 599.1}   
 
Men who possess thousands remain at home year after year, engrossed in their worldly 
cares and interests, and feel that they cannot afford to make the small sacrifice of 
attending the yearly gatherings to worship God. He has blessed them in basket and in 
store, and surrounded them with His benefits on the right hand and on the left; yet they 
withhold from Him the small offerings which He requires of them. They love to serve 
themselves. Their souls will be like the unrefreshed desert, without the dew or rain of 
heaven. The Lord has brought to them the precious blessing of His grace; He has 
delivered them from the slavery of sin and the bondage of error, and has opened to their 
darkened understandings the glorious light of present truth. And shall these evidences of 
His love and mercy call forth no gratitude in return? Will those who profess to believe 
that the end of all things is at hand be blind to their own spiritual interests, and live for 
this world and this life alone? Do they expect their eternal interest to take care of itself? 
They cannot obtain spiritual strength without an effort on their part.  {2T 599.2}   
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Many who profess to be looking for the appearing of our Lord are anxious, burdened 
seekers for worldly gain. They are blind to their eternal interest. They labor for that 
which satisfieth not; they spend their money for that which is not bread. They strive to 
content themselves with the treasures they have laid up upon the earth, which must 
perish, and they neglect the preparation for eternity, which should be the first and only 
real work of their lives.  {2T 600.1}   
 
Let all who possibly can, attend these yearly gatherings. All should feel that God requires 
this of them. If they do not avail themselves of the privileges which He has provided for 
them to become strong in Him and in the power of His grace, they will grow weaker and 
weaker, and have less and less desire to consecrate all to Him. Come, brethren and 
sisters, to these sacred convocation meetings, to find Jesus. He will come up to the feast; 
He will be present, and will do for you that which you need most to have done. Your 
farms should not be considered of greater value than the higher interests of the soul. All 
the treasures you possess, be they ever so valuable, would not be rich enough to buy you 
peace and hope, which would be infinite gain at the cost of all you have and the toils and 
sufferings of a lifetime. A strong, clear sense of eternal things, and a heart willing to yield 
all to Christ, are blessings of more value than all the riches and pleasures and glories of 
this world.  {2T 600.2}   
 
These camp meetings are of importance. They cost something. The servants of God are 
wearing out their lives to help the people, while many of them appear as if they did not 
want help. For fear of losing a little of this world's gain, some let these precious privileges 
come and go as though they were of but very little importance. Let all who profess to 
believe the truth respect every privilege that God offers them to obtain clearer views of 
His truth and His requirements, and the necessary preparation for His coming. A calm, 
cheerful, and obedient trust in God is what He requires.  {2T 601.1}   
 
You need not weary yourselves with busy anxieties and needless cares. Work on for the 
day, faithfully doing the work which God's providence assigns you, and He will have a 
care for you. Jesus will deepen and widen your blessings. You must make efforts if you 
have salvation at last. Come to these meetings prepared to work. Leave your home cares, 
and come to find Jesus, and He will be found of you. Come with your offerings as God 
has blessed you. Show your gratitude to your Creator, the Giver of all your benefits, by a 
freewill offering. Let none who are able to give come empty-handed. "Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  {2T 601.2}   
 
The object of a camp meeting is to lead all to separate from business cares and burdens, 
and devote a few days exclusively to seeking the Lord. We should occupy the time in self-
examination, close searching of heart, penitential confession of sins, and renewing our 
vows to the Most High. If any come to these meetings for less worthy objects, we hope 
the character of the meetings will be such as to bring their minds to the proper objects.  
{2T 601.3}   
 
Some are sufferers through extra labor in preparing for camp meeting. They are liberal-
souled people, and want nothing done with stinginess. Some make large provisions and 
are thoroughly wearied out when they come to the meeting, and as soon as they are 
released from the pressure of work, exhausted nature causes them to feel that she has 
been abused. Some of these persons may never have attended a camp meeting before and 
are not informed in regard to what preparations they are required to make. They lose 
some of the precious meetings they had purposed to attend. Now these mistake in 
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making so great preparation. Nothing should be taken to camp meeting except the most 
healthful articles, cooked in a simple manner, free from all spices and grease.  {2T 601.4}   
 
I am convinced that none need to make themselves sick preparing for camp meeting, if 
they observe the laws of health in their cooking. If they make no cake or pies, but cook 
simple graham bread, and depend on fruit, canned or dried, they need not get sick in 
preparing for the meeting, and they need not be sick while at the meeting. None should 
go through the entire meeting without some warm food. There are always cookstoves 
upon the ground, where this may be obtained.  {2T 602.1}   
 
Brethren and sisters must not be sick upon the encampment. If they clothe themselves 
properly in the chill of morning and night, and are particular to vary their clothing 
according to the changing weather, so as to preserve proper circulation, and strictly 
observe regularity in sleeping and in eating of simple food, taking nothing between 
meals, they need not be sick. They may be well during the meeting, their minds may be 
clear and able to appreciate the truth, and they may return to their homes refreshed in 
body and spirit. Those who have been engaged in hard labor from day to day now cease 
their exercise; therefore they should not eat their average amount of food. If they do, 
their stomachs will be overtaxed. We wish to have the brain power especially vigorous at 
these meetings and in the most healthy condition to hear the truth, appreciate it, and 
retain it, that all may practice it after their return from the meeting. If the stomach is 
burdened with too much food, even of a simple character, the brain force is called to the 
aid of the digestive organs. There is a benumbed sensation upon the brain. It is almost 
impossible to keep the eyes open. The very truths which should be heard, understood, 
and practiced are entirely lost through indisposition, or because the brain is almost 
paralyzed in consequence of the amount of food eaten.  {2T 602.2}   
 
I would advise all to take something warm into the stomach every morning at least. You 
can do this without much labor. You can make graham gruel. If the graham flour is too 
coarse, sift it, and while the gruel is hot, add milk. This will make a most palatable and 
healthful dish for the campground. And if your bread is dry, crumb it into the gruel, and 
it will be enjoyed. I do not approve of eating much cold food, for the reason that the 
vitality must be drawn from the system to warm the food until it becomes of the same 
temperature as the stomach before the work of digestion can be carried on. Another very 
simple yet wholesome dish is beans boiled or baked. Dilute a portion of them with water, 
add milk or cream, and make a broth; the bread can be used as in graham gruel.  {2T 
603.1}   
 
Negligence to children to be confessed 
 
Brethren and sisters, I beg of every one of you to make the most of this camp meeting. If 
you have backslidden, I entreat you, for Christ's sake, to return to Him. Be reconverted. 
Let the conversions begin today. Let parents confess to their children in regard to the 
points on which they have neglected their duty. Let them confess their negligence in 
regard to allowing their children to follow the fashions and to mingle in worldly society 
simply because they wanted to be like the world. It is impossible for us to be Christlike 
while we are worldly-minded. We cannot separate ourselves from the world itself; we 
must remain in the world; but we should separate from its evil practices, its wrong ideas, 
its sinfulness. We should practice self-denial in everything, in order to have power by 
living faith in Christ to claim the richest promises given us in His Word.  {PCP 29.2} 
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Calls for Means 
 
I was shown that there have been unhappy results from making urgent calls for means at 
our camp meetings. This matter has been pressed too hard. Many men of means would 
not have done anything had not their hearts been softened and melted under the 
influence of the testimonies borne to them. But the poor have been deeply affected and, 
in the sincerity of their souls, have pledged means which they had a heart to give, but 
which they were unable to pay. In most instances urgent calls for means have left a 
wrong impression upon some minds. Some have thought that money was the burden of 
our message. Many have gone to their homes blessed because they had donated to the 
cause of God. But there are better methods of raising means, by freewill offerings, than 
by urgent calls at our large gatherings. If all come up to the plan of systematic 
benevolence, and if our tract and missionary workers are faithful in their department of 
the work, the treasury will be well supplied without these urgent calls at our large 
gatherings.  {3T 510.1}   
 
But there has been a great neglect of duty. Many have withheld means which God claims 
as His, and in so doing they have committed robbery toward God. Their selfish hearts 
have not given the tenth of all their increase, which God claims. Neither have they come 
up to the yearly gatherings with their freewill offerings, their thank offerings, and their 
trespass offerings. Many have come before the Lord empty-handed. "Will a man rob 
God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation. 
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and 
prove Me now here with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it."  
{3T 510.2}   
 
Sin will rest upon us as a people if we do not make most earnest efforts to ascertain those 
who have donated to the different enterprises who are too poor to give anything. All that 
they, in the liberality of their souls, have given should be returned to them with an 
additional gift to relieve their necessities. The raising of money has been carried to 
extremes. It has left a bad impression on many minds. Making urgent calls is not the best 
plan of raising means. There has been manifested an indifference to investigate the cases 
of the poor and make returns to them, that they should not suffer for the necessaries of 
life. A neglect of our duty in this respect, of becoming acquainted with the necessities of 
the needy and of relieving their pressing wants by returning means which has been given 
to advance the cause of God, would be on our part a neglect of our Saviour in the persons 
of His saints.   {3T 510.3}   
 
Ministers have stood directly in the way of the work of God in Ohio. They should stand 
out of the way, that God may reach His people. They step in between God and His people, 
and turn aside His purposes. Brother J has exerted an influence in Ohio which he must 
labor to counteract. I saw that there were those in Ohio who would take the right position 
with right instructions. They have been willing to sustain the cause of present truth, but 
have seen so little accomplished that they have become discouraged. Their hands are 
feeble, and need staying up. I saw that the cause of God is not to be carried forward by 
pressed offerings. God does not accept such offerings. This matter is to be left wholly to 
the people. They are not to bring a yearly gift merely, but should also freely present a 
weekly and monthly offering before the Lord. This work is left to the people, for it is to be 
to them a weekly, monthly, living test. This tithing system, I saw, would develop 
character, and manifest the true state of the heart. If the brethren in Ohio have this 
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matter presented before them in its true bearing, and are left to decide for themselves, 
they will see wisdom and order in the tithing system.  {1T 237.1}   
 
Ministers should not be severe, and draw upon any one man, and press means from him. 
If he does not give just as much as another thinks he should, they are not to denounce 
him, and throw him overboard. They should be as patient and forbearing as the angels 
are. They should work in union with Jesus. Christ and angels are watching the 
development of character, and weighing moral worth. The Lord bears long with His 
erring people. The truth will be brought to bear closer and closer, and will cut off one idol 
after another, until God reigns supreme in the hearts of His consecrated people. I saw 
that God's people must bring to Him a freewill offering; and the responsibility should be 
left wholly upon the individual, whether he will give much or little.  It will be faithfully 
recorded. Give the people of God time to develop character.  {1T 237.2} 
 
Raising Funds  
 
None are to take advantage of the camp meetings, when the greatest number of people 
may be reached, in order to introduce special interests or to raise means for the various 
benevolent objects that are becoming so numerous. The work of God in the ministry of 
the word, the promulgation of the truth in the regions beyond, the great interests of 
educational work in new fields, and the establishment of sanitariums in connection with 
the work of the gospel ministry--these are objects that should be presented to the people 
at our camp meetings.  {6T 70.2}  
  
Results of Camp Meeting Work  
 
A great work is to be accomplished by our camp meetings. The Lord has specially 
honored these gatherings, which He has called "holy convocations." To these meetings 
come thousands of people, many merely from curiosity to see and hear some new thing. 
But as they hear the message of truth and come in contact with those who believe it, 
many are impressed. They see that this people are not what they have been represented. 
Prejudice, opposition, and indifference are swept away, and with candid interest they 
listen to the word spoken.  {6T 70.3}   
 
The Lord has His representatives in all the churches. These persons have not had the 
special testing truths for these last days presented to them under circumstances that 
brought conviction to heart and mind; therefore they have not, by rejecting light, severed 
their connection with God. Many there are who have faithfully walked in the light that 
has shone upon their pathway. They hunger to know more of the ways and works of God. 
All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and tears and 
inquiries go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on 
the very verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.  {6T 70.4} As the lessons of 
Christ, the truths of the Bible in their simplicity, are placed before these souls, they 
recognize the light and rejoice in it. Their perplexities vanish before the light of truth as 
dew before the morning sun. Their conceptions of Bible truth are expanded, and the 
revelation of God in Christ comes to them, showing them the depth, breadth, and height 
of divine, spiritual mystery that they did not before discern, that cannot be explained, but 
only exemplified in Christlike character.  {6T 71.1}   
 
Many who are not connected with any church, and who appear wholly unmindful of the 
claims of God, are not at heart as indifferent as they seem. Even the most irreligious have 
their hours of conviction, when there comes to them a longing for something they have 
not. In every town and city there are large numbers who do not attend any place of 
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worship. Many of these are attracted to the camp meeting. Many come who are slaves of 
sin, the helpless victims of evil habits. Many are convicted and converted. As they by faith 
grasp the promise of God for the forgiveness of their sins, the bondage of habit is broken. 
Forsaking their sinful indulgences, they become freemen in Christ Jesus, and rejoice in 
the liberty of the sons of God. This is the work to be done in all our camp meetings. 
Through this means thousands will be won to Christ. {6T 71.2} 
 
Delay No Longer  
 
Our workers are not reaching out as they should. Our leading men are not awake to the 
work that must be accomplished. When I think of the cities in which so little has been 
done, in which there are so many thousands to be warned of the soon coming of the 
Saviour, I feel an intensity of desire to see men and women going forth to the work in the 
power of the Spirit, filled with Christ's love for perishing souls.  {7T 40.1}   
 
Those in our cities--living within the shadow of our doors--have been strangely 
neglected. Organized effort should now be put forth to give them the message of present 
truth. A new song is to be put into their mouths. They are to go forth to impart to others 
now in darkness the light of the third angel's message.  {7T 40.2}   
 
We all need to be wide awake, that, as the way opens, we may advance the work in the 
large cities. We are far behind in following the light given to enter these cities and erect 
memorials for God. Step by step we are to lead souls into the full light of truth. And we 
are to continue the work until a church is organized and a humble house of worship built. 
I am greatly encouraged to believe that many not of our faith will help considerably by 
their means. The light given me is that in many places, especially in the great cities of 
America, help will be given by such persons.  {7T 40.3}  Workers in cities should read 
carefully the tenth and eleventh chapters of Hebrews and appropriate to themselves the 
instruction that this scripture contains. The eleventh chapter is a record of the 
experiences of the faithful. Those who work for God in the cities must go forward in faith, 
doing their very best. As they watch and work and pray, God will hear and answer their 
petitions. They will obtain an experience that will be invaluable to them in their after 
work. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." 
Hebrews 11:1.   {7T 40.4}   
 
My mind is deeply stirred. In every city there is work to be done. Laborers are to go into 
our large cities and hold camp meetings. In these meetings the very best talent is to be 
employed, that the truth may be proclaimed with power. Men of varied gifts are to take 
part. One man has not all the gifts required for the work. To make a camp meeting 
successful, several workers are needed. No one man should feel it his prerogative to do all 
the important work.  {7T 41.1}  As in these meetings the speakers proclaim the truth in 
the power of the Spirit, hearts will be reached. The love of Christ, received into the heart, 
will banish the love of error.  {7T 41.2}  There is need of camp meetings like those held in 
the early stages of the work, camp meetings separate from the business work of the 
conference. At a camp meeting the workers should be free to give the knowledge of the 
truth to those who attend from outside.  {7T 41.3}   
 
At our camp meetings arrangements should be made so that the poor can obtain 
wholesome, well-prepared food as cheaply as possible. There should also be a restaurant 
in which healthful dishes are prepared and served in an inviting manner. This will prove 
an education to many not of our faith. Let not this line of work be looked upon as 
separate from other lines of camp meeting work. Each line of God's work is closely united 
with every other line, and all are to advance in perfect harmony. {7T 41.4} 
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Concluding Remarks 
 
EGW Decides not to attend camp meetings 
In the night season many things are passing before me. The Scriptures, full of grace and 
richness, are presented before me. The word of the Lord to me is: “Look on these things, 
and meditate on them. You may claim the rich grace of truth, which nourishes the soul. 
Have naught to do with controversy and dissension and strife, which bring darkness and 
discouragement to your soul. Truth is clear, pure, savory. Avoid all council-meetings 
where there is dissension, and where men will neither credit My words and obey My 
lessons, nor heed your counsel. Speak the truth in faith and love, leaving the result with 
God. The work is not yours, but the Lord’s. In all your communications, speak as one to 
whom the Lord has spoken. He is your authority, and He will give you His sustaining 
grace.” {Lt186-1902 
 
My sons, I would have you firmly united as brothers in the flesh and as brothers in 
Christian fellowship. {Lt186-1902}  
 
I have a work to do, and I am now making decisions. I must remain away from 
Conference meetings. I must not attend camp-meetings. The spirit of drawing apart, as 
the result of judging one another, has become so common, and the churches are 
becoming so leavened with this spirit that I have no desire to attend these meetings. After 
returning from them, it is often weeks before I am able to take up my neglected work. 
{Lt186-1902} 
 
Because those in positions of responsibility have for years left the Southern field 
unworked, notwithstanding the most decided testimonies urging them to take up this 
work; because they continue to neglect this field, and use every manner of device in 
trying to uproot the confidence of the people in those who have done the hardest and 
most self-sacrificing work in the South, I have but very little confidence that the Lord is 
giving these men in positions of responsibility spiritual eyesight and heavenly 
discernment. I am thrown into perplexity over their course; and I desire now to attend to 
my special work, to have no part in any of their councils and to attend no camp-meetings 
nigh or afar off. My mind shall not be dragged into confusion by the tendency they 
manifest to work directly contrary to the light that God has given me. I am done. I will 
preserve my God-given intelligence. {Lt186-1902} 
 
My voice has been heard in the different Conferences and at camp-meetings. I must now 
make a change. I cannot enter the atmosphere of strife and then have to bear testimonies 
that cost me much more than those to whom they are sent can imagine. When I attend 
the different meetings, I am compelled to deal with men standing in responsible places 
who I know are not exerting an influence that God can endorse. And when I bear a 
testimony in reference to their course of action, advantage is taken of this testimony. 
These men have not clear understanding. Should I say the things that I know, they would 
not, with their present experience, use this instruction wisely and would bring upon me 
inconceivable burdens. {Lt186-1902 
 
Blessings 


