
WHAT IS 

PRESENT 

TRUTH? 



"When the fruit is brought forth, 

immediately he putteth in the 

sickle, because the harvest is 

come." Christ is waiting with 

longing desire for the 

manifestation of Himself in His 

church. When the character of 

Christ shall be perfectly 

reproduced in His people, then He 

will come to claim them as His 

own.  {COL 69.1} 



 I saw the necessity of the messengers, especially, watching and 

checking all fanaticism wherever they might see it rise. Satan is 

pressing in on every side, and unless we watch for him, and 

have our eyes open to his devices and snares, and have on the 

whole armor of God, the fiery darts of the wicked will hit us. 

There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, 

but it is "PRESENT TRUTH" that the flock needs now. I have 

seen the danger of the messengers running off from the 

important points of present truth, to dwell upon subjects that 

are not calculated to unite the flock and sanctify the soul. Satan 

will here take every possible advantage to injure the cause.  

{EW 63.1}   

  But such subjects as the SANCTUARY, in connection with the 

2300 days, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, 

are perfectly calculated to explain the past Advent movement 

and show what our present position is, establish the faith of the 

doubting, and give certainty to the glorious future. These, I 

have frequently seen, were the principal subjects on which the 

messengers should dwell.  {EW 63.2}  



The Desire of GOD 



 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

SEALED  
 

1 JOHN 2:15-17 



“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 
  
Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the church 
is to enter upon her final conflict. "Fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners," she is to go forth into all the world, 
conquering and to conquer.  {ML 311.2}   



Reason for Creation 

I will say to the north, Give up; and to the 

south, Keep not back: bring my sons from 

far, and my daughters from the ends of the 

earth; Even every one that is called by my 

name: for I have created him for my 

glory, I have formed him; yea, I have 

made him. (Isaiah 43:6-7) 



The Problem 

O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory 

into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek 

after leasing? Selah. But know that the LORD 

hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the 

LORD will hear when I call unto him. Stand in 

awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart 

upon your bed, and be still. Selah. (Psalms 4:2-4) 



The Ideal 
And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: ... So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. (Genesis 1:26-
27) 

As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, he 
was of lofty stature and perfect symmetry. His 
countenance bore the ruddy tint of health and 
glowed with the light of life and joy.... The 
sinless pair wore no artificial garments; they were 
clothed with a covering of light and glory, such 
as the angels wear. So long as they lived in 
obedience to God, this robe of light continued to 
enshroud them. {PP 45.3} 



Our Condition 

“From eternal ages it was God's purpose that 

every created being, from the bright and holy 

seraph to man, should be a temple for the 

indwelling of the Creator. Because of sin, 

humanity ceased to be a temple for God. Darkened 

and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer 

revealed the glory of the Divine One… The 

courts of the temple at Jerusalem, filled with the 

tumult of unholy traffic, represented all too truly the 

temple of the heart, defiled by the presence of 

sensual passion and unholy thoughts.” {DA 

161.1} 



Separation 

Behold, the LORD'S hand is not 

shortened, that it cannot save; 

neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 

hear: But your iniquities have 

separated between you and your 

God, and your sins have hid his 

face from you, that he will not hear. 

(Isaiah 59:1-2) 



Cleansing the Temple 

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple 

those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and 

the changers of money sitting: And when he had 

made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all 

out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 

and poured out the changers' money, and 

overthrew the tables; And said unto them that 

sold doves, Take these things hence; make not 

my Father's house an house of merchandise. 

(John 2:13-16) 



The Refiner 

[T]he Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come 

to his temple, even the messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 

come, saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide 

the day of his coming? and who shall stand when 

he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and 

like fullers' soap: And he shall sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the 

sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 

silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an 

offering in righteousness. (Malachi 3:1-3) 



Think it Not Strange 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 

trial which is to try you, as though some strange 

thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch 

as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, 

when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be 

glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached 

for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit 

of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their 

part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is 

glorified. (1 Peter 4:12-14) 



God’s purpose for refining 

For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for 

my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 

off. Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; 

I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I 

do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I 

will not give my glory unto another. Hearken 

unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I 

am the first, I also am the last. (Isaiah 48:9-12) 



Said Another Way 
Thus saith God the LORD, He that created the 
heavens, and stretched them out; He that spread 
forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; He 
that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit 
to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles; To open the 
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name: and 
My glory will I not give to another, neither My 
praise to graven images. (Isaiah 42:5-8) 



What is Glory? 

And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 

And he said, I will make all my goodness pass 

before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the 

LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I 

will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will 

shew mercy. (Exodus 33:18-19) 

And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, 

and thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come 

to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put 

thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my 

hand while I pass by: (Exodus 33:21-22) 



What is Glory? 

And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood 

with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 

LORD. And the LORD passed by before him, and 

proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful 

and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 

goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and 

that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon 

the children's children, unto the third and to the 

fourth generation. (Exodus 34:5-7) 



What is Glory? 
The Hebrew word for name is <shem>: 

“an appellation, as a mark or memorial of 

individuality; by implication honor, authority, 

character.”  

Glory is Character. 

The light of His glory--His character--is to shine 

forth in His followers. Thus they are to glorify 

God, to lighten the path to the Bridegroom's home, 

to the city of God, to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.  {COL 414.2} 



Jesus 

And his raiment became shining, exceeding 

white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white 

them.(Mark 9:3) 

[F]or the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 

... His countenance was like lightning, and his 

raiment white as snow: (Matthew 28:2-3) 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou 

art very great; thou art clothed with honour and 

majesty. Who coverest thyself with light as with 

a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a 

curtain: (Psalms 104:1-2) 



Moses 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down 

from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony 

in Moses' hand, when he came down from the 

mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his 

face shone while he talked with him. And when 

Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, 

behold, the skin of his face shone; and they 

were afraid to come nigh him. (Exodus 34:29-30) 



God’s Desire 

And there I will meet with the children of Israel, 

and [Israel] shall be sanctified by my glory. And 

I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, 

and the altar: I will sanctify also both Aaron and 

his sons, to minister to me in the priest's office. 

And I will dwell among the children of Israel, 

and will be their God. And they shall know that I 

am the LORD their God, that brought them 

forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may 

dwell among them: I am the LORD their God. 

(Exodus 29:43-46) 



Stephen 

And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on 

him, saw his face as it had been the face of an 

angel. (Acts 6:15) 

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 

stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And 

said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 

Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 

(Acts 7:55-56) 



A Message for the World 
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 

having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 

them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 

kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud 

voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the 

hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that 

made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 

fountains of waters. (Revelation 14:6-7) 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 

ye do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 

10:31) 



Especially for Laodicea 

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, 

that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 

thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 

with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. (Revelation 

3:18) 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 

me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 

am set down with my Father in his throne.  

(Revelation 3:21) 



The 144k 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto 

me, What are these which are arrayed in white 

robes? and whence came they? And I said 

unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great 

tribulation, and have washed their robes, 

and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. (Revelation 7:13-14) 



Criteria for Christ’s Coming 

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 

to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready. And 

to her was granted that she should be 

arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for 

the fine linen is the righteousness of 

saints. (Revelation 19:7-8) 



Just as long as God has a church, he will have those who will cry aloud and 

spare not, who will be his instruments to reprove selfishness and sins, and will 

not shun to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will hear or forbear. 

I saw that individuals would rise up against the plain testimonies. It does not 

suit their natural feelings. They would choose to have smooth things spoken 

unto them, and have peace cried in their ears. I view the church in a more 

dangerous condition than they ever have been. Experimental religion is known 

but by a few. The shaking must soon take place to purify the church.  {2SG 

284.1}   

Preachers should have no scruples to preach the truth as it is found in God's 

word. Let the truth cut. I have been shown that why ministers have not more 

success is, they are afraid of hurting feelings, fearful of not being courteous, 

and they lower the standard of truth, and conceal if possible the peculiarity of 

our faith. I saw that God could not make such successful. The truth must be 

made pointed, and the necessity of a decision urged. And as false shepherds 

are crying, Peace, and are preaching smooth things, the servants of God must 

cry aloud, and spare not, and leave the result with God.  {2SG 284.2}  



The Ideal Regained 
Every one who believes on Christ, every one who 

relies on the keeping power of a risen Saviour that 

has suffered the penalty pronounced upon the 

transgressor, every one who resists temptation and 

in the midst of evil copies the pattern given in the 

Christ-life, will through faith in the atoning sacrifice of 

Christ become a partaker of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

through lust. Every one who by faith obeys God’s 

commandments, will reach the condition of 

sinlessness in which Adam lived before his 

transgression. {ST, July 23, 1902 par. 14} 



Ever before Him, Christ saw the result of 

His mission. His earthly life, so full of toil 
and self-sacrifice, was cheered by the 
thought that He would not have all this 
travail for nought. By giving His life for 
the life of men, He would restore in 

humanity the image of God. He would 
lift us up from the dust, reshape the 

character after the pattern of His own 
character, and make it beautiful with His 

own glory.  {MH 504.2} 


