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“It is Satan's plan to weaken the faith of God's people in the Testimonies. Next follows 

skepticism in regard to the vital points of our faith, the pillars of our position, then 

doubt as to the Holy Scriptures, and then the downward march to perdition. When 

the Testimonies, which were once believed, are doubted and given up, Satan knows 

the deceived ones will not stop at this; and he redoubles his efforts till he launches 

them into open rebellion, which becomes incurable and ends in destruction.  {4T 

211.1}” 

The content of this compilation seeks to pull together potent points in the Bible and 

the Spirit of Prophecy that relate to the education of Seventh-day Adventist young 

people.  It is by no means all the quotes, since an inexhaustible fountain of advice 

can be found in the many books, manuscripts, pamphlets and periodicals written by 

Ellen White.  It is the hope of the compiler however to introduce the reader to a 

snapshot of the ‘Blueprint’ God designed for his schools and to show that to depart  

from the plan given, is to retreat to Egypt and a preparation to receive the Mark of 

the Beast.   

A brief history of Education as recorded by our pioneers will serve as an introduction.  

Highlights and underlines are supplied.  Headings are provided as general 

categorization guides to quotes. 

Books and Articles cited: 

CE – Christian Education 

CG – Child Guidance 

CH – Counsels on Health 

COL – Christ Object Lesson 

CS – Counsels on Stewardship 

DA – Desire of Ages 

Ed - Education 

FE – Fundamentals of Christian 

Education 

GC- Great Controversy 

HR- Health Reformer 

MR – Manuscript Releases 

PH – Pamphlets 

PK – Prophet and Kings 

SpM – Spalding and Megan 

Sp.Test. – Special Testimonies 

ST – Signs of the Times 

SW – Southern Work 

T - Testimonies 

In the night season I was in a large company where the subject of education was agitating 

the minds of all present. Many were bringing up objections to changing the character of the 

education which has long been in vogue. One who has long been our instructor was 
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speaking to the people. He said: "The subject of education should interest the whole 

Seventh-day Adventist body. {6T 162.1}   

   The schools established among us are matters of grave responsibility; for important 

interests are involved. In a special manner our schools are a spectacle unto angels and to 

men. {FE 186.1}   
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Historical Context 

 

THE EARLY REFORMERS FOUND IT NECESSARY TO HAVE THEIR OWN COURSES OF 

STUDY, TEXT-BOOKS, TEACHERS, METHODS, PRINCIPLES, ETC. THEY SEPARATED 

THEMSELVES COMPLETELY FROM THE POPULAR SCHOOLS OF THE DAY. IT REQUIRED 

COURAGE AND FAITH IN THOSE DAYS TO TAKE SUCH A STAND, AND IT WILL REQUIRE 

EVEN MORE COURAGE AND FAITH FOR THOSE WHO ARE PREPARING FOR 

TRANSLATION TO TAKE THE STAND WHICH THE TESTIMONIES ARE PLEADING FOR 

THEM TO TAKE. THEY KNEW THAT IF THEIR CHILDREN SHOULD GO TO THE SCHOOLS 

WHERE THE POPULAR EDUCATION WAS GIVEN THEY WOULD RECEIVE THE MARK OF 

THE PAPACY, OR THE BEAST. THOSE WHO ARE LIVING UP TO THE LIGHT AT THE 

PRESENT TIME, WILL SEE, EVEN MORE CLEARLY, THAT IF THEIR CHILDREN 

CONTINUE TO GO TO THE POPULAR SCHOOLS, THEY WILL RECEIVE SUCH PRINCIPLES 

AS WILL COMPEL THEM TO ASSIST IN GIVING LIFE TO THE IMAGE TO THE BEAST. ANY 

ONE WHO HAS A KNOWLEDGE OF THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE, AND WHO WILL 

TAKE THE TROUBLE TO EXAMINE THE STUDIES AND METHODS OF THE POPULAR 

SYSTEM OF EDUCATION, CAN SEE THAT THE BOOKS ARE FILLED WITH THOSE 

ERRORS WHICH WILL OBLIGE THOSE WHO ARE RECEIVING THEIR EDUCATION FROM 

THEM TO TAKE THE DREADFUL STEP WHICH WILL BRING UPON THE WORLD A 

RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL DARKNESS, GREATER THAN HAS EVER BEEN KNOWN BEFORE.  

{PH081 37.2}   

COMPLETE SEPARATION.--THE COMMAND FOUND IN REVELATION 18:4, "COME OUT 

OF HER, MY PEOPLE," MEANS TO COME OUT OF THOSE INSTITUTIONS WHICH WILL 

PLACE IN THE MINDS OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE, PRINCIPLES WHICH ARE APT TO MAKE 

THEM JOIN THE CLASS OF WORSHIPERS OF WHICH WE READ IN 2 TIMOTHY 3:5: 

"HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE POWER THEREOF." AS FAITHFUL 

WATCHMEN, WE SHOULD BE JUST AS DESIROUS OF GETTING OUR CHILDREN OUT OF 

THE POPULAR SCHOOLS AS WE ARE TO CALL THE OLDER PEOPLE OUT OF THE 

POPULAR CHURCHES. THE POPULAR CHURCHES ARE ONLY A PRODUCT OF WORLDLY 

EDUCATION, SO TO GET AT THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, WE MUST SEPARATE 

OURSELVES FROM THAT WHICH CREATES THE CONDITION IN WHICH ALLTHE 

RELIGIOUS WORLD, AT PRESENT, FINDS ITSELF.  {PH081 38.1}   
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The Eden Pattern 

Psalms 119:160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous 

judgments endureth forever. 

1Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth forever. 

Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to 

dress it and to keep it. 

The system of education instituted at the beginning of the world was to be a model for man 

throughout all aftertime. As an illustration of its principles a model school was established 

in Eden, the home of our first parents. The Garden of Eden was the schoolroom, nature 

was the lesson book, the Creator Himself was the instructor, and the parents of the human 

family were the students.  {Ed 20.1}   

Here, amidst the beautiful scenes of nature untouched by sin, our first parents were to 

receive their education.  {Ed 20.3}   

In His interest for His children, our heavenly Father personally directed their education. {Ed 

21.1}   

To Adam and Eve was committed the care of the garden, "to dress it and to keep it." 

Genesis 2:15. Though rich in all that the Owner of the universe could supply, they were not 

to be idle. Useful occupation was appointed them as a blessing, to strengthen the body, to 

expand the mind, and to develop the character.  {Ed 21.2}   

The Garden of Eden was a representation of what God desired the whole earth to become, 

and it was His purpose that, as the human family increased in numbers, they should 

establish other homes and schools like the one He had given. Thus in course of time the 

whole earth might be occupied with homes and schools where the words and the works of 

God should be studied, and where the students should thus be fitted more and more fully 

to reflect, throughout endless ages, the light of the knowledge of His glory.  {Ed 22.2}   

 Under changed conditions, true education is still conformed to the Creator's plan, the plan 

of the Eden school. Adam and Eve received instruction through direct communion with 

God; we behold the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Christ.  {Ed 30.3}   

The great principles of education are unchanged. "They stand fast for ever and ever" (Psalm 

III:8); for they are the principles of the character of God. {Ed 30.4} 
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The Example of Old Israel 

Deuteronomy 4:1 Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the 

judgments, which I teach you, for to do them , that ye may live, and go in and possess the 

land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you. 

Isaiah 48:17 Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy 

God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. 

“It was Christ who directed the education of Israel.”{COL 23}  

What education can be higher than this? What can equal it in value?  

     "It cannot be gotten for gold,  

     Neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.  

     It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir,  

     With the precious onyx, or the sapphire.  

     The gold and the crystal cannot equal it  

     And the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.  

     No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls:  

     For the price of wisdom is above rubies." Job 28:15-18.  {Ed 18.2}  

     Higher than the highest human thought can reach is God's ideal for His children. 

Deuteronomy 4:6-7  Keep therefore and do them ; for this is your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, 

Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.  For what nation is there so 

great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call 

upon him for? 

“From the earliest times the faithful in Israel had given much care to the education of the 

youth. The Lord had directed that even from babyhood the children should be taught of His 

goodness and His greatness, especially as revealed in His law, and shown in the history of 

Israel. Song and prayer and lessons from the Scriptures were to be adapted to the opening 

mind. Fathers and mothers were to instruct their children that the law of God is an 

expression of His character, and that as they received the principles of the law into the 

heart, the image of God was traced on mind and soul. Much of the teaching was oral; but 

the youth also learned to read the Hebrew writings; and the parchment rolls of the Old 

Testament Scriptures were open to their study.  {DA 69.2}   

The Hebrew nation were educated during their journeying through the wilderness. They 

engaged in physical and mental labor. They used their muscles in various lines of work. 

The history of the wilderness life of God's chosen people was chronicled for the benefit of 

the Israel of God till the close of time. The apostle says, "Now all these things happened 

unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 

the world are come." The Lord did not forsake His people in their wanderings through the 

wilderness, but many of them forsook the Lord. The education they had had in Egypt made 
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them subject to temptation, to idolatry, and to licentiousness, and because they 

disregarded the commandments of the Lord, nearly all the adults who left Egypt were 

overthrown in the wilderness; but their children were permitted to enter Canaan.  {SW 44.1}   

In Samuel's day there were two of these schools--one at Ramah, the home of the prophet, 

and the other at Kirjath-jearim. In later times others were established.  {Ed 46.2}  

The pupils of these schools sustained themselves by their own labor in tilling the soil or in 

some mechanical employment. In Israel this was not thought strange or degrading; indeed, 

it was regarded as a sin to allow children to grow up in ignorance of useful labor. Every 

youth, whether his parents were rich or poor, was taught some trade. Even though he was 

to be educated for holy office, a knowledge of practical life was regarded as essential to the 

greatest usefulness. Many, also, of the teachers supported themselves by manual labor.  

{Ed 47.1}   

In the days of Christ the town or city that did not provide for the religious instruction of the 

young was regarded as under the curse of God. Yet the teaching had become formal. 

Tradition had in a great degree supplanted the Scriptures. True education would lead the 

youth to "seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him." Acts 17:27. But 

the Jewish teachers gave their attention to matters of ceremony. The mind was crowded 

with material that was worthless to the learner, and that would not be recognized in the 

higher school of the courts above. The experience which is obtained through a personal 

acceptance of God's word had no place in the educational system. Absorbed in the round of 

externals, the students found no quiet hours to spend with God. They did not hear His 

voice speaking to the heart. In their search after knowledge, they turned away from the 

Source of wisdom. The great essentials of the service of God were neglected. The principles 

of the law were obscured. That which was regarded as superior education was the 

greatest hindrance to real development. Under the training of the rabbis the powers of 

the youth were repressed. Their minds became cramped and narrow. The child Jesus did 

not receive instruction in the synagogue schools.” {DA 69.3, 70.1}  

Jesus followed the divine plan of education. The schools of His time, with their 

magnifying of things small and their belittling of things great, He did not seek. His 

education was gained directly from the Heaven-appointed sources; from useful work, from 

the study of the Scriptures and of nature, and from the experiences of life--God's lesson 

books, full of instruction to all who bring to them the willing hand, the seeing eye, and the 

understanding heart. {Ed 77.2}  

"The Child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was 

upon Him." Luke 2:40.  {Ed 78.1}    

“In the natural order of things, the son of Zacharias would have been educated for the 

priesthood. But the training of the rabbinical schools would have unfitted him for his work. 
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God did not send him to the teachers of theology to learn how to interpret the 

Scriptures.”{DA 101} 

The customs and traditions, which had come down from generation to generation through 

the rabbis, had been made all-essential, and were regarded as of more force than even the 

ten commandments. Thus the precepts and teachings of men were dwelt upon as of more 

value than the words of the living God.  {8MR 150.3}   

The discipline and training that God appointed for Israel would cause them, in all their 

ways of life, to differ from the people of other nations. This peculiarity, which should have 

been regarded as a special privilege and blessing, was to them unwelcome. The simplicity 

and self-restraint essential to the highest development they sought to exchange for the 

pomp and self-indulgence of heathen peoples. To be "like all the nations" (1 Samuel 8:5) 

was their ambition. God's plan of education was set aside, His authority disowned.  {Ed 

49.1}   

In the rejection of the ways of God for the ways of men, the downfall of Israel began {Ed 

50.1}   

The experiences of Israel were recorded for our instruction. "All these things happened unto 

them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 

world are come." 1 Corinthians 10:11. With us, as with Israel of old, success in education 

depends on fidelity in carrying out the Creator's plan. Adherence to the principles of 

God's word will bring as great blessings to us as it would have brought to the Hebrew 

people.  {Ed 50.4}   

Are there not some lessons which the educators of our day might learn with profit 

from the ancient schools of the Hebrews? He who created man has provided for his 

development in body and mind and soul. Hence, real success in education depends 

upon the fidelity with which men carry out the Creator's plan. “ {PP 595.1}   
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Spiritual Israel Today 

Romans 2:28, 29. For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 

which is outward in the flesh:  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 

that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light: 

The mark of the beast is to be presented in some shape to every institution and every 

individual.--Ms 6, 1889, p. 6. (Untitled, November 4, 1889.) 

The church is asleep and does not realize the magnitude of this matter of educating 

the children and youth. "Why," one says, "what is the need of being so particular 

thoroughly to educate our youth? {PH081 18.2}   

We are rapidly nearing the final crisis in this world's history, and it is important that we 

understand that the educational advantages offered by our schools are not to be such as 

are offered by the schools of the world. Neither are we to follow the routine of worldly 

schools. The instruction given in Seventh-day Adventist schools is to be such as to lead to 

the practice of true humility. In speech, in dressing, in diet, and in the influence exerted, is 

to be seen the simplicity of true godliness.  {4MR 110.4}   

Our teachers need to understand the work that is to be done in these last days. The 

education given, in our schools, in our churches, in our sanitariums, should present clearly 

the great work to be accomplished. The need of weeding from the life every worldly practice 

that is opposed to the teachings of the word of God, and of supplying their place with deeds 

that bear the mark of the divine nature, should be made clear to the students of all grades. 

Our work of education is ever to bear the impress of the heavenly, and thus reveal the 

excellency of divine instruction above that of the learning of the world.  {4MR 111.1}   

True education is a grand science; for it is founded on the fear of the Lord, which is the 

beginning of wisdom. Christ is the greatest Teacher this world ever knew, and it is not the 

pleasure of the Lord Jesus that the subjects of His kingdom, for whom He died, shall be 

educated in such a way that they will be led to place the wisdom of men in the forefront, 

and delegate to the wisdom of God, as revealed in His holy word, a place in the rear..{FE 

328} 

  Now, as never before, we need to understand the true science of education. If we fail to 

understand this, we shall never have a place in the kingdom of God. "This is life eternal, 

that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" 

(John 17:3). If this is the price of heaven, shall not our education be conducted on these 

lines?--Christian Educator, Aug, 1897.  {1MCP 53.2}   



The Blueprint for Home Schooling 
 

9 
 

Are there not some lessons which the educators of our day might learn with profit from the 

ancient schools of the Hebrews? He who created man has provided for his development in 

body and mind and soul. Hence, real success in education depends upon the fidelity with 

which men carry out the Creator's plan. “ {PP 595.1} 
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Why do we have schools? 

Psalms 34:11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

Deuteronomy 4:10 Especially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in 

Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them 

hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the 

earth, and that they may teach their children. 

One reason why it was necessary to establish institutions of our own was the fact that 

parents were not able to counteract the influence of the teaching their children were 

receiving in the public schools, and the error there taught was leading the youth into false 

paths. No stronger influence could be brought to bear upon the minds of the youth and 

children than that of those who were educating them in principles of science. For this 

reason it was evident that schools must be established in which our children should be 

instructed in the way of truth. In our schools it was specified that the youth were to be 

taught in the principles of Bible temperance, and every influence was to be brought to bear 

upon them that would tend to help them to shun the follies of this degenerate age, which 

were fast making the world as a second Sodom.  {PH081 12.1}   

Why do we have schools separate from the schools of the world? It is that our youth may 

receive an education in right lines, that they may understand what is involved in the 

great sacrifice that has been made in behalf of fallen humanity. "God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life." And the believer in Christ becomes a partaker of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. As it has been presented to 

me, it is the purpose of our educational institutions to teach students how they may be 

partakers of the divine nature. This instruction is not to be passed by as of secondary 

importance.{2MR 151.286} 

…the purpose of education is to qualify them for usefulness in this life and for the future 

life in the kingdom of God. They act as if the school were a place where they were to perfect 

themselves in sports, as if this were an important branch of their education, and they come 

armed and equipped for this kind of training. This is all wrong, from beginning to end. It is 

not in any way appropriate for this time; it is not qualifying the youth to go forth as 

missionaries, to endure hardship and privation, and to use their powers for the glory of 

God. {2MR 143.218} 

  The best education that can be given to children and youth is that which bears the closest 

relation to the future, immortal life. This kind of education should be given by godly 

parents, by devoted teachers, and by the church, to the end that the youth in turn may 

become zealous missionaries for either home or foreign fields. They are to be earnestly 

instructed in the truths of the Bible, that they may become pillars in the church, 

champions for truth, rooted and grounded in the faith. They are to know whereof they 
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believe, and to have such an experience in divine things that they will never become 

betrayers of sacred trusts.  {FE 231.1}   

It is the work of true education to develop this power, to train the youth to be thinkers, and 

not mere reflectors of other men's thought. Instead of confining their study to that which 

men have said or written, let students be directed to the sources of truth, to the vast fields 

opened for research in nature and revelation. Let them contemplate the great facts of duty 

and destiny, and the mind will expand and strengthen. Instead of educated weaklings, 

institutions of learning may send forth men strong to think and to act, men who are 

masters and not slaves of circumstances, men who possess breadth of mind, clearness of 

thought, and the courage of their convictions.  {Ed 17.2}   

In the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one, for in 

education, as in redemption, "other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ." "It was the good pleasure of the Father that in Him should all the fullness 

dwell." 1 Corinthians 3:11; Colossians 1:19, R.V.  {Ed 30.2} 

What is redemption?- It is that process by which the soul is trained for heaven, and it 

requires something higher, something more divine, than a mere knowledge of books. 

This training means a knowledge of Christ. It means emancipation from ideas, from 

habits and practices that have been gained in the school of the prince of darkness. {ST, 

January 17, 1895 par. 9}   

There is a grand work to be done in relieving suffering humanity, and through the labors of 

students who are receiving an education and training to become efficient medical 

missionaries the people living in many cities may become acquainted with the truths of the 

third angel's message.  {CH 541.4}   

"Our schools are to be educational schools to qualify youth to become missionaries both by 

precept and example."--P.C. "To Teachers."  {PH140 41.1}   

     "Children are to be trained to become missionaries, and but few understand distinctly 

what they must do to be saved. . . . P.C. Dec. 15, 1897.  {PH140 41.2} 

When properly conducted, church schools will be the means of lifting the standard of truth 

in the places where they are established; for children who are receiving a Christian 

education will be witnesses for Christ. As Jesus in the temple solved the mysteries which 

priests and rulers had not discerned, so in the closing work of this earth children who have 

been rightly educated will in their simplicity speak words which will be an astonishment to 

men who now talk of "higher education." As the children sang in the temple courts, 

"Hosanna; Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord," so in these last days 

children's voices will be raised to give the last message of warning to a perishing world. 

When heavenly intelligences see that men are no longer permitted to present the truth, the 

Spirit of God will come upon the children, and they will do a work in the proclamation of 
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the truth which the older workers cannot do, because their way will be hedged up.  {6T 

202.2}  

Our church schools are ordained by God to prepare the children for this great work. Here 

children are to be instructed in the special truths for this time and in practical missionary 

work. They are to enlist in the army of workers to help the sick and the suffering. Children 

can take part in the medical missionary work and by their jots and tittles can help to carry 

it forward. Their investments may be small, but every little helps, and by their efforts many 

souls will be won to the truth. By them God's message will be made known and His saving 

health to all nations. Then let the church carry a burden for the lambs of the flock. Let the 

children be educated and trained to do service for God, for they are the Lord's heritage. {6T 

203.1 
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Location of Schools 

MARK 4:1,2  And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto 

him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole 

multitude was by the sea on the land. And he taught them many things by parables, and 

said unto them in his doctrine, 

1Corinthians 11:14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it 

is a shame unto him? 

The establishment and location of church schools is a matter of the utmost 

importance, and should receive careful attention. Only after the most wise, judicious 

plans have been laid, should such a school be established. Mistakes may be made by being 

in too great haste to locate and establish church schools.  {SpM 183.1}   

In the school of Christ one is prepared for a simple life of unselfish service under the 

guidance of teachers filled with the Spirit of God; in a rural, decentralised space, with 

simple buildings, where the Bible and nature form the core of all teaching; where one 

would be active in manual labour and mental studies; producing  “…men who will not be 

bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to 

call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the 

pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall.” Education, p. 57. (1903)  

{CM 54.4}   

Never can the proper education be given to the youth in this country, or any other country, 

unless they are separated a wide distance from the cities. The customs and practices in the 

cities unfit the minds of the youth for the entrance of truth. {FE 312.1}   

  Years ago schools should have been established on large tracts of land, where children 

could have been educated largely from the book of nature. Had this been done, what a 

different condition of things there would now be in our churches. We are in need of being 

uplifted, cleansed, purified. In our conversation we are altogether too cheap and common. 

There are tares growing among the wheat, and too often the tares overtop the wheat.  {SpM 

191.1}   

The reasons th00000at have led us in a few places to turn away from cities and locate our 

schools in the country, hold good with the schools in other places. To expend money in 

additional buildings when a school is already deeply in debt is not in accordance with 

God's plan. Had the money which our larger schools have used in expensive buildings been 

invested in procuring land where students could receive a proper education, so large a 

number of students would not now be struggling under the weight of increasing debt, and 

the work of these institutions would be in a more prosperous condition. Had this course 

been followed, there would have been some grumbling from students, and many objections 

would have been raised by parents; but the students would have secured an all-round 



The Blueprint for Home Schooling 
 

14 
 

education, which would have prepared them, not only for practical work in various trades, 

but for a place on the Lord's farm in the earth made new.  {6T 177.1}   

  It reveals cowardice to move so slowly and uncertainly in the labor line--that line which 

will give the very best kind of education. Look at nature. There is room within her vast 

boundaries for schools to be established where grounds can be cleared and land cultivated. 

This work is essential to the education most favorable to spiritual advancement; for 

nature's voice is the voice of Christ, teaching us innumerable lessons of love and power and 

submission and perseverance. Some do not appreciate the value of agricultural work. These 

should not plan for our schools, for they will hold everything from advancing in right lines. 

In the past their influence has been a hindrance.  {6T 178.1}   

"Students are not to regard the school land as a common thing, but are to look upon it as a 

lesson book which the Lord would have them study. These lessons will impart knowledge 

for the spiritual elevation of the soul. If you should settle this land near the school with 

private houses, and then be driven to select for cultivation other land at a distance from the 

school, it would be a great mistake, and one always to be regretted. All the land near the 

building is to be considered the school-farm, where the youth can be instructed under well-

qualified superintendents. The youth that shall attend our schools need all the land near 

by. They are to plant it with ornamental trees and fruit trees, and to cultivate garden 

produce. The school-farm is to be regarded as a lesson-book in nature, from which teachers 

may draw their object lessons. Our students are to be taught that Christ, who created the 

world and all things therein, is the light and life of every living thing. The life of every 

child and youth who is willing to grasp the opportunities for receiving a proper 

education will be made thankful and happy while at school by the things which his 

eyes shall rest upon. . . .  {PH140 44.3} 

From the light given me there is to be opened to our youth means whereby they, while 

attending the school, may learn how to use tools. Buildings should be erected on the school 

grounds by the students themselves. Under the guidance of experienced workmen, 

carpenters who are apt to teach, patient, kind, the youth are to learn how to build 

economically. {2MR 212.2}   

We should choose a location for our school apart from the cities, where the eye will not rest 

continually upon the dwellings of men, but upon the works of God; where there shall be 

places of interest for them to visit, other than what the city affords. Let our students be 

placed where nature can speak to the senses, and in her voice they may hear the voice of 

God. Let them be where they can look upon His wondrous works, and through nature 

behold her Creator.  {FE 320.2}   

Much depends upon laying our plans according to the word of the Lord and with 

persevering energy carrying them out.   {6T 178.3}   
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God wants to work for His people and for His institutions--for every sanitarium, every 

publishing house, and every school. But He wants no more mammoth buildings erected; for 

they are a snare. For years He has told His people this. He wants plants made in many 

places. Let the light shine forth. Do not try to show what great things you can do. Let God 

work through you.  {GCB, March 30, 1903 par. 31}   

Some may ask, "How are such schools to be established?" We are not a rich people, but if 

we pray in faith and let the Lord work in our behalf, He will open ways before us to 

establish small schools in retired places for the education of our youth, not only in the 

Scriptures and in book learning, but in many lines of manual labor.  {CG 314.5}   
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Books 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever sthings are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 

think on these things. 

Nehemiah 8:8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 

caused them to understand the reading. 

The general method of educating the youth does not meet the standard of true education. 

Infidel sentiments are interwoven in the matter placed in schoolbooks, and the oracles of 

God are placed in a questionable or even an objectionable light. Thus the minds of the 

youth become familiar with Satan's suggestions, and the doubts once entertained become 

to those who entertain them, assured facts, and scientific research is made misleading on 

account of the way its discoveries are interpreted and perverted.{FE 328} 

The Lord himself has signified that schools should be established among us in order that 

true knowledge may be obtained. No teacher in our schools should suggest the idea that, in 

order to have the right discipline, it is essential to study textbooks expressing pagan and 

infidel sentiments. Students who are thus educated, are not competent to become 

educators in their turn; for they are filled with the subtle sophistries of the enemy. The 

study of works that in any way express infidel sentiments is like handling black coals; for a 

man cannot be undefiled in mind who thinks along the line of skepticism. In going to such 

sources for knowledge, are we not turning away from the snow of Lebanon to drink from 

the turbid water of the valley?  {FE 168.1}   

The prophet asks, "Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of 

the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from another place be forsaken?" The 

Lord answers, "My people hath forgotten Me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they 

have caused them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, in a way not cast up."  

{FE 170.1}   

It is a sad fact that men who have been intrusted with fine capabilities to be employed in 

the service of God, have prostituted their powers in the service of evil, and laid their talents 

at the feet of the enemy. They submitted in the most servile bondage to the prince of evil, 

while rejecting the service of Christ as humiliating and undesirable. They looked upon the 

work of the follower of Christ as a work below their ambition, that required a stepping down 

from their greatness, a species of slavery, that would enthrall their powers, and narrow the 

circle of their influence. He who had made an infinite sacrifice that they might be set free 

from the bondage of evil, was set aside as unworthy their best efforts and most exalted 

service.  {FE 170.2}   
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These men had received their talents from God, and every gem of thought by which they 

had been esteemed worthy of the attention of scholars and thinkers, belongs not to them, 

but to the God of all wisdom, whom they did not acknowledge. Through tradition, through 

false education, these men are exalted as the world's educators; but in going to them 

students are in danger of accepting the vile with the precious; for superstition, specious 

reasoning, and error are mingled with portions of true philosophy and instruction. This 

mingling makes a potion that is poisonous to the soul,-- destructive of faith in the God of 

all truth. Those who have a thirst for knowledge need not go to these polluted fountains; for 

they are invited to come to the fountain of life and drink freely. Through searching the word 

of God, they may find the hidden treasure of truth that has long been buried beneath the 

rubbish of error, human tradition, and opinions of men.  {FE 170.3}   

  Suffer not yourselves to open the lids of a book that is questionable. There is a hellish 

fascination in the literature of Satan. It is the powerful battery by which he tears down a 

simple religious faith. Never feel that you are strong enough to read infidel books; for they 

contain a poison like that of asps. They can do you no good, and will assuredly do you 

harm. In reading them, you are inhaling the miasmas of hell. They will be to your soul like 

a corrupt stream of water, defiling the mind, keeping it in the mazes of skepticism, and 

making it earthly and sensual. These books are written by men whom Satan employs as his 

agents; and by this means he designs to confuse the mind, withdraw the affections from 

God, and rob your Creator of the reverence and gratitude which His works demand.  {FE 

93.3}   

Many books have been introduced into the schools which should never have been placed 

there. These books do not in any sense voice the words of John, "Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world." The whole line of study in our schools should be to 

prepare a people for the future, immortal life.--Sp. Test., p. 232.  {PH081 29.1}   

All unnecessary matters need to be weeded from the course of study, and only such studies 

be placed before the student as will be of real value to him.--Sp. Test., p. 151.  {PH081 29.2}   

But the study of many different authors confuses and wearies the mind, and has a 

detrimental influence upon the religious life.--Sp. Test., p. 149.  

Youth who have been sent to our schools have learned from books which were thought to 

be safe because they were used and encouraged in the schools of the world. But from the 

worldly schools thus followed many students have gone forth infidels because of the study 

of these very books.  {6T 164.1}   
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What shall we teach? 

Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 

them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 

liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 

after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Children may be trained for the service of sin or for the service of righteousness.{FE 

15.2}   

True education must be all-sided, not one-sided{19MR 116.2}   

This is the grandest, the most helpful, all-around education that the youth can have. 

Cultivating the soil, planting and caring for trees, sowing seed and watching its growth,--

this work teaches precious lessons. Nature is an expositor of the word of the living God. 

But only through Christ does creation answer the highest purpose of the Creator. The 

Saviour has wonderful revelations for all who will walk humbly with God. Under the 

discipline and training of the higher teaching, they will behold wondrous things out of His 

law.  {6MR 410.4}   

In establishing schools, enough land should be secured to give the students opportunity to 

gain a knowledge of agriculture. If it is necessary to curtail the expense anywhere, let it 

be on the buildings. There should be no failure to secure land; for from the cultivation of 

the soil, the students are to learn lessons illustrating the truths of the word of God, truths 

that will help them to understand the work of the Creator.  {6MR 411.1}   

Manual training should be continued as a part of his school duties. There are many 

students who object to this kind of work in the school. They think useful employment, like 

learning a trade, degrading; but such persons have an incorrect idea of what constitutes 

true dignity. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is One with the Father, the 

Commander in the heavenly courts, was the personal instructor and guide of the children 

of Israel; and among them it was required that every youth should learn how to work. All 

were to be educated in some business line, that they might possess a knowledge of 

practical life and be not only self-sustaining, but useful. This was the instruction which 

God gave to his people.--Sp. Test., pp. 37, 38.  {PH081 16.3}   

Students should be encouraged to combine mental and physical labor. The physical powers 

should be developed in proportion to the mental faculties. This is essential for an all-round 

education, and they will then be at home in any place. They should be able to teach others 

how to build, how to cultivate the soil. A man may have a brilliant mind, quick to catch 

ideas; but this is of little value to him if he has no knowledge of practical work, if he does 
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not know how to put his ideas into execution. Such a one is only half educated. The teacher 

who has an intelligent knowledge of the best methods, and who can not only teach the 

theory, but can show by example how things should be done, will never be a drug in the 

market.-- Test., "Our School Work."  {PH081 29.4}   

In every school Satan will try to make himself the guide of the teachers who are instructing 

the students. It is he who would introduce the idea selfish amusements are a necessity. It 

is he who would lead students, sent to our schools for the purpose of receiving an 

education and training for the work of evangelists, ministers, and missionaries, to believe 

that amusements are essential to keep them in physical health, when the Lord has 

presented to them that the better way is for them to embrace manual labor in their 

education, and thus let useful employment take the place of selfish amusements. These 

amusements, if followed, soon develop a dislike for useful, healthful exercise of body and 

mind, such as would make students efficient to serve themselves and others.  {8MR 151.3}   

What force of powers is put into your games of football and your other inventions after the 

way of the Gentiles -- exercises which bless no one! Just put the same powers into 

exercise in doing useful labor, and would not your record be more pleasing to meet in the 

great day of God?  {FE 229.1}   

In order for children and youth to have health, cheerfulness, vivacity, and well-developed 

muscle and brain, they should be much in the open air, and have well-regulated 

employment and amusement. Children and youth who are kept at school and confined to 

books, cannot have sound physical constitutions. The exercise of the brain in study, 

without corresponding physical exercise, has a tendency to attract the blood to the brain, 

and the circulation of the blood through the system becomes unbalanced. The brain has 

too much blood, and the extremities too little. There should be rules, regulating their 

studies to certain hours, and then a portion of their time should be spent in physical labor. 

And if their habits of eating, dressing, and sleeping, were in accordance with physical law, 

they could obtain an education without sacrificing physical and mental health. {HR, 

September 1, 1872 par. 17}   

In our institutions of learning there was to be exerted an influence that would counteract 

the influence of the world, and with no encouragement to indulgence in appetite, in selfish 

gratification of the senses, in pride, ambition, love of dress, and display, love of praise and 

flattery, and strife for high rewards and honors as a recompense for a good scholarship. All 

this was to be discouraged in our school--Jan. 9, 1894.  {PH140 10.1}   

At such a time as this, what is the trend of the education given? To what motive is appeal 

most often made? To self-seeking. Much of the education given is a perversion of the 

name. In true education the selfish ambition the greed for power, the disregard for the 

rights and needs of humanity, that are the curse of our world, find a counterinfluence. 

God's plan of life has a place for every human being. Each is to improve his talents to the 

utmost; and faithfulness in doing this, be the gifts few or many, entitles one to honor. In 
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God's plan there is no place for selfish rivalry. Those who measure themselves by 

themselves, and compare themselves among themselves, are not wise. 2 Corinthians 10:12. 

Whatever we do is to be done "as of the ability which God giveth." 1 Peter 4:11. It is to be 

done "heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive 

the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ." Colossians 3:23, 24. Precious 

the service done and the education gained in carrying out these principles. But how widely 

different is much of the education now given! From the child's earliest years it is an appeal 

to emulation and rivalry; it fosters selfishness, the root of all evil.  {Ed 225.4}   

Thus is created strife for supremacy; and there is encouraged the system of "cramming," 

which in so many cases destroys health and unfits for usefulness. In many others, 

emulation leads to dishonesty; and by fostering ambition and discontent, it embitters the 

life and helps to fill the world with those restless, turbulent spirits that are a continual 

menace to society.  {Ed 226.1}   

When the mind is engrossed with the conceptions and theories of men to the 

exclusion of the wisdom of God, it is stamped with idolatry {CE 83.3} 
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Lines of Study for Church Schools. (main areas, not an exclusive list)  

Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD 

is sure,   making wise the simple. 

Psalms 119:99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my 

meditation. 

I. The Bible.  

The Foundation.--The Bible should not be brought into our schools to be sandwiched 

in between infidelity. The Bible must be made the groundwork and subject-matter of 

education. {PH081 21.2}   

 If used as a text-book in our schools, it will be found far more effective than any other book 

in the world.--"Christian Education," p. 108.  {PH081 22.1}   

The word of God is the most perfect educational book in our world.--Sp. Test., p. 19.  

{PH081 22.2}   

The searching of all books of Philosophy and Science cannot do for the mind and morals 

what the Bible can do if studied and practised.-- "Christian Education," p. 107.  {PH081 

22.8}   

II. Nature Study.  

While the Bible should hold the first place in the education of children and youth, the book 

of nature is next in importance.--Sp. Test., p. 58.  {PH081 23.1}   

A return to simpler methods will be appreciated by the children and youth. Work in the 

garden and field will be an agreeable change from the wearisome routine of abstract 

lessons, to which their young minds should never be confined. God has, in the natural 

world, placed in the hands of the children of men the key to unlock the treasure-house of 

His word. The unseen is illustrated by the seen; divine wisdom, eternal truth, infinite grace, 

are understood by the things that God has made. Then let the children and youth become 

acquainted with nature and nature's laws.-- Sp. Test., p. 61.  {PH081 23.3}   

III. Physiology.  

A practical knowledge of the science of human life is necessary in order to glorify God in 

our bodies. It is therefore of the highest importance that among studies selected for 

childhood, physiology should occupy the first place.  {PH081 24.1}   

 It is well that physiology is introduced into the common schools as a branch of education. 

All children should study it. It should be regarded as the basis of all educational effort. And 
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then parents should see to it that practical hygiene be added. This will make their 

knowledge of physiology of practical benefit.--"Healthful Living," p. 13.  {PH081 24.2}  

There are matters not usually included in the study of physiology that should be 

considered--matters of far greater value to the student than are many of the technicalities 

commonly taught under this head. As the foundation principle of all education in these 

lines, the youth should be taught that the laws of nature are the laws of God--as truly 

divine as are the precepts of the Decalogue. The laws that govern our physical organism, 

God has written upon every nerve, muscle, and fiber of the body.   Every careless or willful 

violation of these laws is a sin against our Creator.  {Ed 196.3}   

 How necessary, then, that a thorough knowledge of these laws should be imparted! The 

principles of hygiene as applied to diet, exercise, the care of children, the treatment of the 

sick, and many like matters, should be given much more attention than they ordinarily 

receive.  {Ed 197.1}   

 The influence of the mind on the body, as well as of the body on the mind, should be 

emphasized. The electric power of the brain, promoted by mental activity, vitalizes the 

whole system, and is thus an invaluable aid in resisting disease. This should be made 

plain. {Ed 197.2}   

IV.   Science 

The study of the sciences is not to be neglected. Books must be used for this purpose; but 

they should be in harmony with the Bible, for that is the standard. Books of this character 

should take the place of many of those now in the hands of the students. God is the author 

of science. Scientific research opens the mind to vast fields of thought and information, 

enabling us to see God through his created works. Sp. Test., pp. 56, 57.  {PH081 28.1}   

V.    Common Branches.  

Children should be educated to read, write, to understand figures, to keep their own 

accounts, when very young. They may go forward, advancing step by step in this 

knowledge.--P. C., Dec. 15, 1897.     {PH081 24.5}   

VI. Other Branches.  

Manual Training.--This education, in felling trees, tilling the soil, erecting buildings, as well 

as in literature, is the education our youth should each seek to obtain. {PH081 26.1}   

Missionary Qualifications.--The proper cooking of food is a most essential acquirement, 

especially where meat is not made the staple article of diet. Something must be prepared to 

take the place of meat, and these foods must be well prepared, so that meat will not be 

desired. Culture on all points of practical life will make our youth useful after they shall 

leave school to go to foreign countries. They will not then have to depend upon the people to 
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whom they go, to cook and sew for them, or build their habitations. They will be much 

more influential if they show that they can educate the ignorant how to labor by the best 

methods, and to produce the best results. This will be appreciated where means are 

difficult to obtain.  {PH081 26.1}   

Treating the Sick.--It is also essential to understand the philosophy of medical missionary 

work. Wherever the students shall go, they need an education in the science of how to treat 

the sick; for this will give them a welcome in any place, because there is suffering of every 

kind in every part of the world.  
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Teachers 

Ezekiel 44:23 And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, 

and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean. 

Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall 

teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 

and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

The teachers must be carefully picked. No haphazard work must be done in the 

appointment of teachers. Those who have devoted years to study and yet have not gained 

the education essential to fit them to teach others, in the lines the Lord has marked out, 

should not be connected with our schools as educators. They need to be taught the first 

principles of true, all-round education.  {PH081 30.3}   

We are living in solemn times, and the reason why there are so many failures in our schools 

is because teachers neglect to keep the way of the Lord. {PH081 31.1}   

It is not safe for us to employ as instructors in our institutions those who are not believers 

in the present truth; they advance ideas and theories that take hold of the mind with a 

bewitching power, that absorb the thoughts, making the world of an atom and an atom of 

the world.-- P. C., p. 121, April 15, 1892.  {PH081 31.3}   

The work of teachers in our schools is not to be of the same order as the work done in the 

colleges and seminaries of the world. The great, grand work of education is not to be of an 

inferior order in scientific branches, but at the same time knowledge must be imparted 

which will fit up a people to stand in the great day of God's preparation. Those who teach in 

our schools must have a deep religious experience. They must be closely connected with 

God, so that they may be able to bring divine wisdom and knowledge into their work of 

educating the youth for the future, immortal life. Students must be trained to place their 

will on the side of God's will, in order that they may be able to sing the new song and blend 

with the harmonies of heaven. They are to be, as were Joseph and Daniel, moral heroes, 

living noble, devoted lives of self-denial and self-sacrifice. They are not to seek worldly 

recognition and worldly fame as the end of their efforts. Their plans, their ideas, 

must be in harmony with the law of God; the object for which they must strive is the 

blessing of humanity and the salvation of the lost.  {ST, January 17, 1895 par. 6}   

Those teachers who have not a progressive religious experience, who are not learning daily 

lessons in the school of Christ, that they may be examples to the flock, but who accept 

their wages as the main thing, are not fit for the solemn, awfully solemn, position they 

occupy.--Sp. Test. on Ed., p. 184.  
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The true teacher is not satisfied with second-rate work. He is not satisfied with directing his 

students to a standard lower than the highest which it is possible for them to attain. He 

cannot be content with imparting to them only technical knowledge, with making them 

merely clever accountants, skillful artisans, successful tradesmen. It is his ambition to 

inspire them with principles of truth, obedience, honor, integrity, and purity--principles 

that will make them a positive force for the stability and uplifting of society. He desires 

them, above all else, to learn life's great lesson of unselfish service.  {Ed 29.2}   

As educators you have not that knowledge that comes from God. Had you this knowledge, 

your whole being would proclaim the truth of the living God to a world dead in trespasses 

and sins. You know not the message God has given for this time. You are as blind men 

leading the blind. Students leave the school with a false education, which it takes them 

years to unlearn. The past has shown that both teachers and students know very little in 

regard to the message which should be proclaimed at this time. Should the third angel's 

message be proclaimed in all its lines to many who profess to be educated, it would not be 

understood by them. Human theories and wisdom are exalted, and men are becoming 

too wise to follow a plain "Thus saith the Lord.” {13MR 267.2}   

The most essential education for our youth today to gain, and that which will fit them for 

the higher grades of the school above, is an education that will teach them how to reveal 

the will of God to the world. To neglect this phase of their training, and to bring into our 

schools a worldly method, is to bring loss to both teachers and students.  {FE 512.1} 

Teachers, you have no time, no duty, to teach students the forms and ceremonies of worldly 

customs of this age of corruption, when everything is perverted to outward appearance and 

display. This must never find a place in our school {1SAT 283.2}   

Those teachers who are as determined as were the priests and rulers to carry their 

students over the same old path in which the world continues to travel will go into 

still greater darkness. {RH, August 17, 1897 par. 12}   

  Our schools are not what they should be. The time which should be devoted to laboring 

for Christ is exhausted on unworthy themes and self-pleasing. Controversy arises in a 

moment if once stated opinions are crossed. So it was with the Jews. To vindicate personal 

opinion and petty interests, to gratify worldly ambition, they rejected the Son of God. Time 

is passing. We are nearing the great crisis of this earth's history. If teachers continue to 

close their eyes to the necessities of the time in which we are living, they should be 

disconnected from the work.  {RH, August 17, 1897 par. 7} 

There have been teachers in our schools who could pass well in a worldly institution of 

learning, but were unfitted for the training of our youth because they were ignorant of the 

truths of the gospel of Christ.  {Educational Messenger, October 2, 1908 par. 3}   
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Love not the World 

1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

2 Timothy 2:3,4  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No 

man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please 

him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world 

is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

There is an education that is essentially worldly. Its aim is success in the world, the 

gratification of selfish ambition. To secure this education many students spend time and 

money in crowding their minds with unnecessary knowledge. The world accounts them 

learned; but God is not in their thoughts. They eat of the tree of worldly knowledge, which 

nourishes and strengthens pride. In their hearts they become disobedient and estranged 

from God; and their entrusted gifts are placed on the enemy's side. Much of the education 

at the present time is of this character. The world may regard it as highly desirable; but it 

increases the peril of the student. {PH140 12.2}   

Christ says to them: "Ye spend money for that which is not bread. You are using your God-

entrusted talents to secure an education which God pronounces foolishness."  {RH, August 

17, 1897 par. 13}   

 How wide the difference between those schools taught by the prophets of God and 

our modern institutions of learning! How few schools are to be found that are not 

governed by the maxims and customs of the world! There is a deplorable lack of proper 

restraint and judicious discipline. The existing ignorance of God's word among a people 

professedly Christian is alarming.  Superficial talk, mere sentimentalism, passes for 

instruction in morals and religion. The justice and mercy of God, the beauty of holiness and 

the sure reward of rightdoing, the heinous character of sin and the certainty of its terrible 

results, are not impressed upon the minds of the young. Evil associates are instructing the 

youth in the ways of crime, dissipation, and licentiousness. {PP 594.4}   

I am instructed to say that in our educational work there is to be no compromise in order to 

meet the world's standards. God's commandment-keeping people are not to unite with 

the world to carry various lines of work according to worldly plans and worldly 

wisdom.  {RH, March 6, 1913 par. 2}   

Our people are now being tested as to whether they will obtain their wisdom from the 

greatest Teacher the world ever knew, or seek the god of Ekron. Let us determine that we 

will not be tied by so much as a thread to the educational policies of those who do not 
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discern the voice of God, and who will not harken to his commandments.  {RH, March 6, 

1913 par. 3}   

Some of our medical missionaries have supposed that a medical training according to the 

plans of worldly schools is essential to their success. To those who have thought that the 

only way to success is by being taught by worldly men and by pursuing a course that is 

sanctioned by worldly men, I would now say, Put away such ideas. This is a mistake that 

should be corrected. It is a dangerous thing to catch the spirit of the world; the 

popularity which such a course invites, will bring into the work a spirit which the Word of 

God can not sanction. {RH, March 6, 1913 par. 1}  

The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The observance of the false 

sabbath will be urged upon us. The contest will be between the commandments of God and 

the commandments of men. Those who have yielded step by step to worldly demands 

and conformed to worldly customs will then yield to the powers that be, rather than 

subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. At that time 

the gold will be separated from the dross. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from 

the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then 

go out in darkness. Those who have assumed the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not 

clothed with Christ's righteousness, will then appear in the shame of their own nakedness.  

{PK 188.1}    

If a worldly influence is to bear sway in our school, then sell it out to worldlings, and 

let them take the entire control, and those who have invested their means in that 

institution will establish another school to be conducted, not upon the plan of 

popular schools, nor according to the desires of principal and teachers, but upon the 

plan which God has specified. . . --Test. 31, pp. 21, 24 {PH140 11.1}   

What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting with 

the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those 

who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying 

their souls by obeying the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing 

for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is 

impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for eternity.  {5T 216.1}   

Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an 

impure man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, 

world-loving man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of 

false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God--

candidates for heaven. Go forward, my brethren and sisters. I can only write briefly upon 

these points at this time, merely calling your attention to the necessity of preparation. 

Search the Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity of the 

present hour.  {5T 216.2}   
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Many who suppose they are going to heaven are blindfolded by the world. Their ideas of 

what constitutes a religious education and religious discipline are vague, resting only on 

probabilities; there are many who have no intelligent hope, and are running great risk in 

practicing the very things which Jesus has taught that they should not do, in eating, 

drinking, and dressing, binding themselves up with the world in a variety of ways. They 

have yet to learn the serious lessons so essential to growth in spirituality, to come out from 

the world and be separate. The heart is divided, the carnal mind craves conformity, 

similarity to the world in so many ways that the mark of distinction from the world is 

scarcely distinguishable. Money, God's money, is expended in order to make an 

appearance after the world's customs; the religious experience is contaminated with 

worldliness, and the evidence of discipleship -- Christ's likeness in self-denial and cross-

bearing -- is not discernible by the world or by the universe of heaven.  {FE 311.2}   

To expend money in additional buildings when a school is already deeply in debt is not in 

accordance with God's plan. Had the money which our larger schools have used in 

expensive buildings been invested in procuring land where students could receive a proper 

education, so large a number of students would not now be struggling under the weight of 

increasing debt, and the work of these institutions would be in a more prosperous 

condition. Had this course been followed, there would have been some grumbling from 

students, and many objections would have been raised by parents; but the students would 

have secured an all-round education, which would have prepared them, not only for 

practical work in various trades, but for a place on the Lord's farm in the earth made new.  

{6T 177.1}   

Since the Lord is soon coming, it is time to put out our money to the exchangers, time to 

put every dollar we can spare into the Lord's treasury, that institutions may be established 

for the education of workers, who shall be instructed as were those in the schools of the 

prophets. If the Lord comes and finds you doing this work, He will say: "Well done, thou 

good and faithful servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."  {6T 441.3}   

Christ said of His followers, "As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 

them into the world." Many think that worldly appearance is necessary in our work, in 

order that the right impression may be made. But this is an error. Appearance has 

something, yes, much, to do with the impression made upon minds, but the appearance 

must be after a godly sort. Let it be seen that the workers are bound up with God and 

heaven. There should be no striving for recognition from the world in order to gain 

character and influence for the truth.  {RH, July 23, 1901 par. 7}   

Why are we so slow to give up our interest in the things of this world and take Christ 

for our only portion? Why should we wish to keep the friendship of our Lord's 

enemies, and follow their customs, and be led by their opinions? There must be an 

entire, unreserved surrender to God, a forsaking and turning away from the love of 

the world and earthly things, or we cannot be Christ's disciples.  {1T 408.1} 
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ISAIAH 30: 1-7  Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not 

of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 

That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen 

themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore shall 

the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your 

confusion. For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes. They were 

all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be a help nor profit, but a shame, 

and also a reproach. The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and 

anguish, from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they 

will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the 

bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them. For the Egyptians shall help in 

vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still. 
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Schools and Money 

1Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, 

they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

Acts 8:20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought 

that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 

Especially should the president of a school look carefully after the finances of the 

institution. He should understand the underlying principles of bookkeeping. He is faithfully 

to report the use of all monies passing through his hands for the use of the school. The 

funds of the school are not to be overdrawn, but every effort is to be made to increase the 

usefulness of the school. Those entrusted with the financial management of our 

educational institutions, must allow no carelessness in the expenditure of means. 

Everything connected with the finances of our schools should be perfectly straight. The 

Lord's way must be strictly followed, though this may not be in harmony with the ways of 

man. . . .  {CS 271.2}  

In the erection of school buildings, in their furnishing, and in every feature of their 

management the strictest economy must be practiced. Our schools are not to be conducted 

on any narrow or selfish plans. They should be as homelike as possible, and in every 

feature they are to teach correct lessons of simplicity, usefulness, thrift, and economy.  {6T 

208.1}  

Our ideas of building and furnishing our institutions are to be molded and fashioned 

by a true, practical knowledge of what it means to walk humbly with God. Never 

should it be thought necessary to give an appearance of wealth. Never should appearance 

be depended on as a means of success. This is a delusion. The desire to make an 

appearance that is not in every way appropriate to the work that God has given us to do, an 

appearance that could be kept up only by expending a large sum of money, is a merciless 

tyrant. It is like a canker that is ever eating into the vitals.  {CH 277.2}   

Economy should be exercised in everything connected with the school. Those who 

come to the school generally leave homes that are unadorned, where they have been 

accustomed to eat simple food without a number of courses. They are accustomed to plain, 

hearty food at noon. It would be better for all to have only a simple evening meal. There 

must be a strict regard to economy or a heavy debt will be incurred. Keep within bounds. 

Shun the incurring of debt as you would shun leprosy.--Letter 60, 1896.  {CS 272.1}   

God designs that we shall learn lessons from the failures of the past. It is not pleasing to 

Him to have debts rest upon His institutions. We have reached the time when we must give 

character to the work by refusing to erect large and costly buildings.  {CS 283.1}   
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That our schools may nobly accomplish the purpose for which they are established, they 

should be free from debt. They should not be left to bear the burden of paying interest. In 

the establishment of training schools for workers, and especially in new fields where the 

brethren are few and their means limited, rather than delay the work it may be better to 

hire some money from the friends of the enterprise; but whenever it is possible, let our 

institutions be dedicated free from debt.  {6T 207.1}   

Debts must not be allowed to accumulate term after term. The very highest kind of 

education that could be given is to shun incurring of debt as you would the shun 

disease. When one year after another passes, and there is no sign of diminishing the debt, 

but it is rather increased, a halt should be called. Let the managers say: "We refuse to run 

the school any longer unless some sure system is devised." It would be better, far better, 

to close the school until the managers learn the science of conducting it on a paying 

basis. For Christ's sake, as the chosen people of God, call yourselves to task and 

inaugurate a sound financial system in our schools.  {6T 211.1} 

The president and the business manager are to work unitedly together. The business 

manager is to see that the expenditure does not exceed the income. He is to know what 

there is to depend on, so that the work here shall not be burdened with debt as it is in 

Battle Creek. The condition of things there need never have existed. It is the result of men 

not being under God's rule. When men are under God's rule, the work moves 

harmoniously; but when men of strong temperament, who are not controlled by God, are 

placed in responsible positions in the work, the cause is imperiled; for their strong 

temperaments lead them to use money which is only in prospect.--MS 106, 1899.  {CS 

275.3} 

As church schools are established, the people of God will find it a valuable education for 

themselves to learn how to conduct the school on a basis of financial success. If this cannot 

be done, close the school until, with the help of God, plans can be devised to carry it on 

without the blot of debt upon it. Men of financial ability should look over the accounts 

once, twice, or thrice a year, to ascertain the true standing of the school and see that 

enormous expenses, which will result in the accumulation of indebtedness, do not exist. We 

should shun debt as we should shun the leprosy  {6T 217.2}   

The school at Berrien Springs needs the money that the sale of "Object Lessons" in its 

territory will bring. This school is making advancement as fast as possible, but it is in need 

of funds with which to erect buildings. The Lord is pleased with the energy and zeal with 

which the school has been conducted, and with the practical education that is given to the 

students gathered there. Much needs to be done to provide comfortable quarters for these 

students. Buildings must be erected, and other lines of work carried forward. Will you not 

remember that, as you do your best to bring in means for the advancement of this school, 

you are laboring in harmony with Christ?  {PH164 35.2}   
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It should be the object of our colleges to prepare workers for home and foreign fields. The 

duty devolves on the church to see that a fund is raised to be appropriated to the education 

of students who are worthy but have not at their command the means of obtaining an 

education. When these students shall be in a position where they can replace what they 

receive, they should do so, that the fund may be kept good  -Letter 25a, 1990.  

Says Howard Crosby: "It is a matter of deep concern that we find Christ's church so little 

fulfilling the designs of its Lord. Just as the ancient Jews let a familiar intercourse with the 

idolatrous nations steal away their hearts from God, . . . so the church of Jesus now is, by 

its false partnerships with an unbelieving world, giving up the divine methods of its true 

life, and yielding itself to the pernicious, though often plausible, habits of a Christless 

society, using the arguments and reaching the conclusions which are foreign to the 

revelation of God, and directly antagonistic to all growth in grace."--The Healthy Christian: 

An Appeal to the Church, pages 141, 142.  {GC 387.1}   

In this tide of worldliness and pleasure seeking, self-denial and self-sacrifice for Christ's 

sake are almost wholly lost. "Some of the men and women now in active life in our 

churches were educated, when children, to make sacrifices in order to be able to give or do 

something for Christ." But "if funds are wanted now, . . . nobody must be called on to give. 

Oh, no! have a fair, tableau, mock trial, antiquarian supper, or something to eat--anything 

to amuse the people."  {GC 387.2}   

Governor Washburn of Wisconsin in his annual message, January 9, 1873, declared: 

"Some law seems to be required to break up the schools where gamblers are made. These 

are everywhere. Even the church (unwittingly, no doubt) is sometimes found doing the work 

of the devil. Gift concerts, gift enterprises and raffles, sometimes in aid of religious or 

charitable objects, but often for less worthy purposes, lotteries, prize packages, etc., are all 

devices to obtain money without value received. Nothing is so demoralizing or intoxicating, 

particularly to the young, as the acquisition of money or property without labor. 

Respectable people engaging in these chance enterprises, and easing their consciences with 

the reflection that the money is to go to a good object, it is not strange that the youth of the 

state should so often fall into the habits which the excitement of games of hazard is almost 

certain to engender." {GC 387.3}   

The spirit of worldly conformity is invading the churches throughout Christendom. 

{GC 388.1} 

Light has been given me that we are not to pattern after any school that has been run in 

America. There is to be a more durable education gained. It is the knowledge of the Word. 

And with every arrangement made, economy must be kept in view. The teachers must 

cooperate in requiring from the students sufficient funds to cover the running expenses or 

they must themselves agree to do their work for lower wages. The estimate of the school 

expenses must be considered, and if there is no way to keep free from debt, all are at liberty 

to arrange among themselves to donate a certain amount of their wages. It may be best to 
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raise the tuition; then the teachers will have the privilege of using their means to help 

where they see that help is most needed. When a call is made for means, where it is a 

pleasure to assist, the teachers should have something in their own earnings to use as they 

shall see fit.  {SpM 129.2}   

Those who have the truth in their hearts are always open hearted, helping where it is 

necessary. They lead out, and others imitate their example. If there are those who would 

have the benefits of the school, but who can not pay full price for their tuition, let the 

churches in our conferences show their liberality by helping them. This is an important 

subject, and calls, not for a narrow calculation, but for a thorough investigation. The 

counsel of the Lord is needed. The school should have a sufficient income to be able to 

furnish some things to students during the term of school, which it is essential for them to 

have in their work.  {SpM 129.3} 

In acquiring an education, many students would gain a most valuable training if they 

would become self-sustaining. Instead of incurring debts, or depending on the self-denial of 

their parents, let young men and young women depend on themselves. They will thus learn 

the value of money, the value of time, strength, and opportunities, and will be under far 

less temptation to indulge idle and spendthrift habits. The lessons of economy, industry, 

self-denial, practical business management, and steadfastness of purpose, thus mastered, 

would prove a most important part of their equipment for the battle of life. And the lesson 

of self-help learned by the student would go far toward preserving institutions of learning 

from the burden of debt under which so many schools have struggled, and which has done 

so much toward crippling their usefulness.  {Ed 221.2}   

There are many inventions which cost large sums of money which it is just as well should 

not come into our work. They are not what our students need. Let the education given be 

simple in its nature.  {LLM 355.3}   

My brethren and sisters, why is so little being done to sell "Christ's Object Lessons"? Have 

you become weary in well doing? Let this work advance; for there is great need that it be 

carried steadily forward. The school at Berrien Springs needs the money that the sale of 

these books will bring. This school is making advancement as fast as possible, but it is in 

need of funds with which to erect buildings. The Lord is pleased with the way in which the 

school has been conducted, and with the education that is being given to the students 

gathered there. Will you not remember that in doing your best to bring in means for the 

advancement of this school, you are cooperating with Him? There is much that needs to be 

done before the winter sets in. Buildings must be erected, and other lines of work carried 

forward.  {SpM 314.3}   

We are not in the school work to make money; we are here to give the youth a well-

balanced education. {RH, October 28, 1909 par. 4}   
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Conclusion 

Psalm 86:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy 

name. 

Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth 

to the end shall be saved. 

Are we keeping our eyes fixed upon the perfect Pattern, or are we lowering the standard? 

We need the faith that works by love and purifies the heart. We need to bring Christ into 

our homes. We can not afford to be without His help. He says, "Ye are the light of the 

world." He has brought His people together in church capacity in order that He may teach 

them to put off the world and prepare for heaven. He came to this world to raise men and 

women from the degradation of sin, and fit them for heaven. What more could God have 

done for us than He has done? And how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?  

{3MR 105.2}   

In educational pursuits, as in all others, selfish, earthly aims are dangerous to the soul. In 

educational lines many ideas are advanced, which proceed not from the High and Holy One 

who inhabiteth eternity, but from those who make scholastic studies an idol, and worship a 

science that divorces God from the education. Yet because these errors are clothed in an 

attractive garb, they are widely received. The minds of many are not so closely connected 

with God that they can distinguish between the holy and the unholy, the sacred and the 

common.  {2MR 301.2} 

All the advantages you may have cannot be a blessing to you, neither can the highest class 

education qualify you to become a channel of light, unless you have the co-operation of the 

divine Spirit. It is as impossible for us to receive qualification from man, without the divine 

enlightenment, as it was for the gods of Egypt to deliver those who trusted in them {FE 

348.1}  

Whatever may be our experience or supposed intelligence, we must all become learners and 

receive an education in spiritual things that we may give to others. Let all bear in mind that 

Christ, in His life has given them  an example of the necessity of prayer. He says, "The end 

of all things is at hand; be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer." "Watch and pray, 

lest ye enter into temptation." "Take ye heed, watch, and pray; for ye know not when the 

time is." "Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 

surfeiting and drunkenness, and the care of this life; and so that day come upon you 

unawares. For as a snare shall it come upon all them that dwell upon the face of the whole 

earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 

these things which must come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." {4MR 151.3}  

If we have a true understanding of what constitutes the essential education, and endeavor 

to teach its principles, Christ will stand by us to help us. {5MR 141.2}   
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Though we have come short of doing what we might have done for our youth and 

children in the past, let us now repent and redeem the time. The Lord says. "If ye be 

willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel ye 

shall be devoured with the sword."--Sp. Test., pp. 197, 202.
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Other recommended readings: 

Studies in Christian Education by E.A. Sutherland 

 

“A series of studies given by Dr. E. A. Sutherland, president of the institution, 
revealing the fact that the great Protestant denominations failed to give the first 

angel's message in its fullness because they did not free themselves from the papal 
system of education. Clinging to this system in the end brought them into confusion. 
The Seventh-day Adventist denomination came into existence because of this failure, 

and it must succeed where the others failed. Their birthright as a denomination is a 
great reform movement, the greatest the world has ever known. The Lord has been 

telling our people that, as individuals, we are in a positive danger of suffering the 
same defeat as they suffered, because we still cling to worldly methods of education. 

They failed to give the midnight cry because of their wrong system of education. We 
are soon to enter the period of the latter rain.” 

 

The Broken Blueprint by Vance Farrell 

 

1. What was the original blueprint for our educational and medical 
training schools, as given in the Spirit of Prophecy? 

2. Is there any way we can find out exactly how it was done in our early 
schools?  

3. Why is that blueprint not being followed today?  
4. How did our schools veer off the path?  

 

This book provides you with that information!  
For the first time in a single book, the entire fascinating story is told. 
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Summary 

This table (not a complete list but a work in progress)  is based on the study of the Bible, Spirit of Prophecy 

and the recommended readings on the previous page.  Prayerfully consider.  

Worldly Education /Satan’s plan God’s Education plan 

Broad road                                Matthew 7:13 Narrow road           Matthew 7:14 

Mark of the Beast                    Revelation 14:9 Seal of God              2 Timothy 2:19 

Egyptian                                    Isaiah 30:1-4 Godly                        Proverbs 2:6 
System develops class, distinction, aristocracy and 
imperialism – produce a willing, blind, obedient 
servant 

Promotes individuality, originality and independence of 
thoughts and actions – produce a person with free 
choice 

Prepares one to take the mark of the beast Prepares one to receive the seal of God. 
Fulfills selfish desires Prepares one for unselfish service. 

Large number of books Little number of books 

Long course of study- years Short courses  

Huge buildings with one or two main areas Simple infrastructure with connected small areas 

Emphasis on humanities Emphasis on natural science. 

Book oriented Emphasis on balance of physical and mental 

Heathen classics ( Greek and Roman writers) Sacred writings (ancient Palestine & Biblical writers) 

Rote learning / Memory Understand/question/reason 
Work  by sight Move by faith 

Man’s design God directed 

No core text Bible is core text 

Papal-Pagan thought Holy- Protestant action 
Prizes for the best - outstripping of other students 
encouraged 

A well-rounded development in all areas by all. 

Competition Completion of Christ in you 

A dead study of words A living knowledge of things 

Sports and games Manual labour  

Deal with students en masse Recognises individuality 
Pagan spirit Spirit of God 

Prescribed course of study Elective system 

Constant supervision and monitoring Self-governance 

State funded Self-supporting 
Prepares one for this world Prepares one for the loud cry and heaven 

System of emulation All receive the same reward 

Study of the artificial Study of nature 

Centralisation: city life Decentralisation:country area 

No exertion of activity Exercise and manual labour  

  

 


