
 

The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the central pillar of the advent 

faith was the declaration: “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. {GC 409} 

The Landmarks Defined 

In Minneapolis God gave precious gems of truth to His people in new settings. This light from heaven by 

some was rejected with all the stubbornness the Jews manifested in rejecting Christ, and there was much 

talk about standing by the old landmarks. But there was evidence they knew not what the old landmarks 

were. There was evidence and there was reasoning from the word that commended itself to the 

conscience; but the minds of men were fixed, sealed against the entrance of light, because they had 

decided it was a dangerous error removing the “old landmarks” when it was not moving a peg of the old 

landmarks, but they had perverted ideas of what constituted the old landmarks. {CW 30.1} 

The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, opening to our astonished eyes the cleansing 

of the sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and having decided relation to God’s people upon the earth, [also] 

the first and second angels’ messages and the third, unfurling the banner on which was inscribed, “The 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” One of the landmarks under this message was the temple 

of God, seen by His truth-loving people in heaven, and the ark containing the law of God. The light of the 

Sabbath of the fourth commandment flashed its strong rays in the pathway of the transgressors of God’s 

law. The nonimmortality of the wicked is an old landmark. I can call to mind nothing more that can come 

under the head of the old landmarks. All this cry about changing the old landmarks is all imaginary. {CW 

30.2} 



Now at the present time God designs a new and fresh impetus shall be given to His work. Satan sees this, 

and he is determined it shall be hindered. He knows that if he can deceive the people who claim to believe 

present truth, [and make them believe that] the work the Lord designs to do for His people is a removing 

of the old landmarks, something which they should, with most determined zeal, resist, then he exults over 

the deception he has led them to believe. The work for this time has certainly been a surprising work of 

various hindrances, owing to the false setting of matters before the minds of many of our people. That 

which is food to the churches is regarded as dangerous, and should not be given them. And this slight 

difference of ideas is allowed to unsettle the faith, to cause apostasy, to break up unity, to sow discord, 

all because they do not know what they are striving about themselves. Brethren, is it not best to be 

sensible? Heaven is looking upon us all, and what can they think of recent developments? While in this 

condition of things, building up barriers, we not only deprive ourselves of great light and precious 

advantages, but just now, when we so much need it, we place ourselves where light cannot be 

communicated from heaven that we ought to communicate to others.—Manuscript 13, 1889. {CW 31.1} 

To Build Upon the Foundation, August 14 

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 

stone. Ephesians 2:20. {YRP 235.1} 

Let not any man enter upon the work of tearing down the foundations of the truth that have made us 

what we are. God has led His people forward step by step though there were pitfalls of error on every 

side. Under the wonderful guidance of a plain, “Thus saith the Lord,” a truth has been established that 

has stood the test of trial. When men arise and attempt to draw away disciples after them, meet them 

with the truths that have been tried as by fire. {YRP 235.2} 

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write: These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, 

and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, 

and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect 

before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If 

therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will 

come upon thee” (Revelation 3:1-3). {YRP 235.3} 

Those who seek to remove the old landmarks are not holding fast; they are not remembering how they 

have received and heard. Those who try to bring in theories that would remove the pillars of our faith 

concerning the sanctuary or concerning the personality of God or of Christ are working as blind men. 

They are seeking to bring in uncertainties and to set the people of God adrift without an anchor. {YRP 

235.4} 

Those who claim to be identified with the message that God has given us should have keen, clear spiritual 

perceptions, that they may distinguish truth from error. The word spoken by the messenger of God is 

“Wake up the watchmen.” If men will discern the spirit of the messages given and strive to find out from 

what source they come, the Lord God of Israel will guard them from being led astray.—Manuscript Release 

760:9, 10. {YRP 235.5} 

The only safety now is to search for the truth as revealed in the word of God, as for hid treasure. The 

subjects of the Sabbath, the nature of man, and the testimony of Jesus are the great and important 

truths to be understood; these will prove as an anchor to hold God’s people in these perilous times. But 



the mass of mankind despise the truths of God’s word and prefer fables. 2 Thessalonians 2:10, 11: 

“Because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall 

send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” {1T 300.1} 

The foundation of our faith: Jesus is the Son of God 

From the first, Peter had believed Jesus to be the Messiah. Many others who had been convicted by the 

preaching of John the Baptist, and had accepted Christ, began to doubt as to John’s mission when he was 

imprisoned and put to death; and they now doubted that Jesus was the Messiah, for whom they had 

looked so long. Many of the disciples who had ardently expected Jesus to take His place on David’s throne 

left Him when they perceived that He had no such intention. But Peter and his companions turned not 

from their allegiance. The vacillating course of those who praised yesterday and condemned today did 

not destroy the faith of the true follower of the Saviour. Peter declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.” He waited not for kingly honors to crown his Lord, but accepted Him in His humiliation. 

{DA 411.5} 

Peter had expressed the faith of the twelve. Yet the disciples were still far from understanding Christ’s 

mission. The opposition and misrepresentation of the priests and rulers, while it could not turn them away 

from Christ, still caused them great perplexity. They did not see their way clearly. The influence of their 

early training, the teaching of the rabbis, the power of tradition, still intercepted their view of truth. From 

time to time precious rays of light from Jesus shone upon them, yet often they were like men groping 

among shadows. But on this day, before they were brought face to face with the great trial of their faith, 

the Holy Spirit rested upon them in power. For a little time their eyes were turned away from “the things 

which are seen,” to behold “the things which are not seen.” 2 Corinthians 4:18. Beneath the guise of 

humanity they discerned the glory of the Son of God. {DA 412.1} 

Jesus answered Peter, saying, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 

unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.” {DA 412.2} 

The truth which Peter had confessed is the foundation of the believer’s faith.  It is that which Christ 

Himself has declared to be eternal life. But the possession of this knowledge was no ground for self-

glorification. Through no wisdom or goodness of his own had it been revealed to Peter. Never can 

humanity, of itself, attain to a knowledge of the divine. “It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? 

deeper than hell; what canst thou know?” Job 11:8. Only the spirit of adoption can reveal to us the deep 

things of God, which “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man.” 

“God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 

of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him;” and the fact that Peter 

discerned the glory of Christ was an evidence that he had been “taught of God.” Psalm 25:14; John 6:45. 

Ah, indeed, “blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee.” {DA 

412.3} 

Jesus continued: “I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” The word Peter signifies a stone,—a rolling stone. Peter was 

not the rock upon which the church was founded. The gates of hell did prevail against him when he denied 

his Lord with cursing and swearing. The church was built upon One against whom the gates of hell could 

not prevail. {DA 412.4} 



Centuries before the Saviour’s advent Moses had pointed to the Rock of Israel’s salvation. The psalmist 

had sung of “the Rock of my strength.” Isaiah had written, “Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 

for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation.” Deuteronomy 32:4; 

Psalm 62:7; Isaiah 28:16. Peter himself, writing by inspiration, applies this prophecy to Jesus. He says, “If 

ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious: unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but 

with God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house.” 1 Peter 2:3-5, R. V. {DA 

413.1} 

“Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:11. “Upon 

this rock,” said Jesus, “I will build My church.” In the presence of God, and all the heavenly intelligences, 

in the presence of the unseen army of hell, Christ founded His church upon the living Rock. That Rock is 

Himself,—His own body, for us broken and bruised. Against the church built upon this foundation, the 

gates of hell shall not prevail. {DA 413.2} 

How feeble the church appeared when Christ spoke these words! There was only a handful of believers, 

against whom all the power of demons and evil men would be directed; yet the followers of Christ were 

not to fear. Built upon the Rock of their strength, they could not be overthrown. {DA 413.3} 

For six thousand years, faith has builded upon Christ. For six thousand years the floods and tempests of 

satanic wrath have beaten upon the Rock of our salvation; but it stands unmoved. {DA 413.4} 

Peter had expressed the truth which is the foundation of the church’s faith, and Jesus now honored him 

as the representative of the whole body of believers. He said, “I will give unto thee the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 

thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” {DA 413.5} 

“The keys of the kingdom of heaven” are the words of Christ. All the words of Holy Scripture are His, 

and are here included. These words have power to open and to shut heaven. They declare the conditions 

upon which men are received or rejected. Thus the work of those who preach God’s word is a savor of life 

unto life or of death unto death. Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal results. {DA 413.6} 

13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men 

say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and 

others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give 

unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9  

The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: 

and there is no new thing under the sun. 

Matthew 16:13-19 


