
Sami LW                                                                                                                             2020 

 

1  

 

Forming the Traits of the Child 
 

Upon fathers as well as mothers rests a responsibility for the child's earlier as 

well as its later training, and for both parents the demand for careful and 
thorough preparation is most urgent. Before taking upon themselves the 
possibilities of fatherhood and motherhood, men and women should 

become acquainted with the laws of physical development--with 
physiology and hygiene, with the bearing of prenatal influences, with the 

laws of heredity, sanitation, dress, exercise, and the treatment of disease; 
they should also understand the laws of mental development and moral 
training. . . .  {CG 63.3} 

 
Parents should study the laws of nature. They should become acquainted with 

the organism of the human body. They need to understand the functions of the 
various organs, and their relation and dependence. They should study the 
relation of the mental to the physical powers, and the conditions required for 

the healthy action of each. To assume the responsibilities of parenthood 
without such preparation is a sin.  {CG 64.2} 

 

To parents who have begun their training wrong, I would say, Do not 
despair. You need to be soundly converted to God. You need the true spirit of 

obedience to the Word of God. You must make decided reforms in your own 
customs and practices, conforming your life to the saving principles of the law 
of God. When you do this, you will have the righteousness of Christ which 

pervades that law, because you love God and recognize His law as a transcript 
of His character. True faith in the merits of Christ is not fancy. It is of the 

highest importance that you bring the attributes of Christ into your own life and 
character, and educate and train your children with persevering effort to be 
obedient to the commandments of God. A "Thus saith the Lord" should 

guide you in all your plans of education. . . .  {CG 69.2}   
 

The work of all parents is to train their children in the way of the Lord. This is 

not a matter that can be trifled with, or set aside, without incurring the 
displeasure of God. We are not called upon to decide what course others 

shall pursue, or how we may get on the most easily, but, What saith the 
Lord? Neither parents nor children can have peace or happiness or rest of 
spirit in any false path. But when the fear of God reigns in the heart, 

combined with love for Jesus, peace and joy will be felt.  {CG 67.2} 
 

Obedience to parental authority should be inculcated in babyhood and 

cultivated in youth.  {CG 82.1}   
 

Some parents think that they can let their little ones have their own way in 
their babyhood, and then when they get older, they will reason with them; 
but this is a mistake. Begin in the baby life to teach obedience. . . . Require 

obedience in your home school.  {CG 82.2} 
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Few parents begin early enough to teach their children obedience. The child is 
usually allowed to get two or three years the start of its parents, who forbear 
to discipline it, thinking it is too young to learn to obey. But all this time self is 

growing strong in the little being, and every day makes it a harder task for the 
parent to gain control of the child.  {CG 82.6}   

 

At a very early age children can comprehend what is plainly and simply told 
them, and, by kind and judicious management, can be taught to obey. . . . The 

mother should not allow her child to gain an advantage over her in a single 
instance; and, in order to maintain this authority, it is not necessary to resort 
to harsh measures; a firm, steady hand and a kindness which convinces the 

child of your love will accomplish the purpose. But let selfishness, anger, and 
self-will have their course for the first three years of a child's life, and it will be 

hard to bring it to submit to wholesome discipline. Its disposition has become 
soured; it delights in having its own way; parental control is distasteful. 
These evil tendencies grow with its growth, until, in manhood, supreme 

selfishness and a lack of self-control place him at the mercy of the evils that 
run riot in our land.  {CG 82.7}   

 

Never should they [the children] be allowed to show their parents disrespect. 
Self-will should never be permitted to go unrebuked. The future well-being of 

the child requires kindly, loving, but firm discipline.  {CG 83.1} 
 

When parents fail to require prompt and perfect obedience in their children, 

they fail to lay the right foundation of character in their little ones. They 
prepare their children to dishonor them when they are old, and bring sorrow to 

their hearts when they are nearing the grave.  {CG 86.1} 
 

Many Christian parents fail to command their children after them, and then 

wonder that their children are perverse, disobedient, unthankful, and unholy. 
Such parents are under the rebuke of God. They have neglected to bring their 
children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. They have failed to 

teach them the first lesson of Christianity: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom." "Foolishness," says the wise man, "is bound in the heart of a child." 

The love of folly, the desire to do evil, the hatred of holy things, are some of the 
difficulties that parents must meet in the home mission field. . . .  {CG 87.2} 

 

Teach your children to honor you, because the law of God lays this duty upon 
children. If you allow your children to lightly esteem your wishes and pay no 
regard to the laws of the household, you are winking at sin; you are permitting 

the devil to work as he will; and the same insubordination, want of reverence, 
and love of self will be carried with them even into the religious life and into 

the church. And the beginning of all this evil is charged in the books of 
heaven to the neglect of the parents.  {CG 87.5} 

 

The little ones, before they are a year old, hear and understand what is 
spoken in reference to themselves, and know to what extent they are to be 

indulged. Mothers, you should train your children to yield to your wishes. This 
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point must be gained if you would hold the control over your children, and 
preserve your dignity as a mother. Your children quickly learn just what you 
expect of them, they know when their will conquers yours, and will make 

the most of their victory.  {CG 91.2} 
 

One precious lesson which the mother will need to repeat again and again is 

that the child is not to rule; he is not the master, but her will and her wishes 
are to be supreme. Thus she is teaching them self-control. Give them nothing 

for which they cry, even if your tender heart desires ever so much to do 
this; for if they gain the victory once by crying they will expect to do it 
again. The second time the battle will be more vehement.  {CG 92.1} 

 
I have often seen the little one throw itself and scream if its will was crossed in 

any way. This is the time to rebuke the evil spirit. The enemy will try to 
control the minds of our children, but shall we allow him to mold them 
according to his will? These little ones cannot discern what spirit is 

influencing them, and it is the duty of parents to exercise judgment and 
discretion for them. Their habits must be carefully watched. Evil tendencies 
are to be restrained, and the mind stimulated in favor of the right. The child 

should be encouraged in every effort to govern itself.  {CG 93.1} 
 

Mothers should educate their babies in their arms after correct principles and 
habits. They should not allow them to pound their heads on the floor……. 
Let the mothers educate them in their infancy. Commence with the songs of 

Bethlehem. These soft tunes will have a quieting influence. Sing them these 
subdued tunes in regard to Christ and His love.  {CG 93.2}   

 
Never be like a chestnut bur. In the home do not allow yourself to use 
harsh, rasping words. You should invite the heavenly Guest to come into your 

home, at the same time making it possible for Him and the heavenly angels to 
abide with you. You should receive the righteousness of Christ, the 
sanctification of the Spirit of God, the beauty of holiness, that you may reveal to 

those around you the Light of life.  {CG 95.2}   
 

With firmness they are to refuse to allow everything in the home to be handled 
freely and thrown about on the floor or in the dirt. Those who allow a child 
to pursue such a course are doing him a great wrong. He may not be a bad 

child, but his education is making him very troublesome and destructive.  {CG 
101.2} 

 

Some parents allow their children to be destructive, to use as playthings things 
which they have no right to touch. Children should be taught that they must 

not handle the property of other people. For the comfort and happiness of the 
family, they must learn to observe the rules of propriety. Children are no 
happier when they are allowed to handle everything they see. If they are not 

educated to be caretaking, they will grow up with unlovely, destructive 
traits of character.  {CG 101.3} 
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Where is the trouble? It is with the parents who let their children come up 
without bearing any burdens in the family. When these children go out to 
school, they say, "Ma says she doesn't want me to work." Such mothers are 

foolish. They spoil their children and then send them to the school to spoil it. . . 
. Work is the very best discipline they can have. It is no harder for them than 
for their mothers. Blend the physical labor with the mental, and the powers of 

the mind will develop far better.  {CG 126.1} 
 

Children are to be educated to deny themselves. At one time, when I was 
speaking in Nashville, the Lord gave me light on this matter. It flashed upon 
me with great force that in every home there should be a self-denial box, and 

that into this box the children should be taught to put their pennies they would 
otherwise spend for candy and other unnecessary things. . . .  {CG 132.1}   

 
Children of two to four years of age should not be encouraged to think that 
they must have everything that they ask for. Parents should teach them 

lessons of self-denial and never treat them in such a way as to make them think 
they are the center, and that everything revolves about them.  {CG 132.3} 

 

Many children have inherited selfishness from their parents, but parents 
should seek to uproot every fiber of this evil tendency from their natures. 

Christ gave many reproofs to those who were covetous and selfish. Parents 
should seek, on the first exhibition of selfish traits of character, whether 
in their presence, or when in association with other children, to restrain 

and uproot these traits from the character of their children.  {CG 132.4} 
 

How carefully should parents manage their children in order to counteract 
every inclination to selfishness! They should continually suggest ways by 
which their children may become thoughtful for others and learn to do 

things for their fathers and mothers, who are doing everything for them.  
{CG 133.3} 

 

Practice economy in your homes. By many idols are cherished and worshiped. 
Put away your idols. Give up your selfish pleasure. Do not, I beg of you, absorb 

means in embellishing your houses; for it is God's money, and it will be 
required of you again. Parents, for Christ's sake do not use the Lord's money 
to please the fancies of your children. Do not teach them to seek after 

style and ostentation in order to obtain an influence in the world. . . .  {CG 
134.3} 

 

Do not educate your children to think that your love for them must be 
expressed by indulging their pride, their extravagance, their love of 

display. There is no time now to invent ways of using money. Your 
inventive faculties are to be put to the stretch, to see how you can 
economize.  {CG 135.1} 

 
You have brought children into the world who have had no voice in regard to 

their existence. You have made yourselves responsible in a great measure for 
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their future happiness, their eternal well-being. The burden is upon you, 
whether you are sensible of it or not, to train these children for God--to 
watch with jealous care the first approach of the wily foe, and be prepared 

to raise a standard against him. Build a fortification of prayer and faith about 
your children, and exercise diligent watching thereunto. You are not secure a 
moment against the attacks of Satan. You have no time to rest from watchful, 

earnest labor. You should not sleep a moment at your post. This is a most 
important warfare. Eternal consequences are involved. It is life or death with 

you and your family.  {CG 185.1} 
 

It is not mercy or kindness to permit a child to have its own way, to 

submit to its rule, and to neglect to correct it on the ground that you love it too 
well to punish it. What kind of love is it that permits your child to develop traits 

of character that will make him and everyone else miserable? Away with such 
love! True love will look out for the present and eternal good of the soul.  {CG 
186.2}   

 
It is during the first years of a child's life that his mind is most susceptible 
to impressions either good or evil. During these years decided progress is 

made in either a right direction or a wrong one. On one hand, much 
worthless information may be gained; on the other, much solid, valuable 

knowledge. The strength of intellect, the substantial knowledge, are 
possessions which the gold of Ophir could not buy. Their price is above 
gold or silver.  {CG 193.4}   

 
The impressions made on the heart early in life are seen in after years. 

They may be buried, but they will seldom be obliterated.  {CG 194.1} 
 

Mothers, be sure that you properly discipline your children during the first 

three years of their lives. Do not allow them to form their wishes and desires. 
The mother must be mind for her child. The first three years is the time in 
which to bend the tiny twig. Mothers should understand the importance 

attaching to this period. It is then that the foundation is laid.  {CG 194.2} 
 

The character of Napoleon Bonaparte was greatly influenced by his training in 
childhood. Unwise instructors inspired him with a love for conquest, 
forming mimic armies and placing him at their head as commander. Here 

was laid the foundation for his career of strife and bloodshed. Had the same 
care and effort been directed to making him a good man, imbuing his young 
heart with the spirit of the Gospel, how widely different might have been his 

history.  {CG 196.1}   
 

Hume and Voltaire.--It is said that Hume, the skeptic, was in early life a 
conscientious believer in the Word of God. Being connected with a debating 
society, he was appointed to present the arguments in favor of infidelity. 

He studied with earnestness and perseverance, and his keen and active mind 
became imbued with the sophistry of skepticism. Erelong he came to believe 
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its delusive teachings, and his whole afterlife bore the dark impress of 
infidelity.  {CG 196.2}.  

 

When Voltaire was five years old, he committed to memory an infidel 
poem, and the pernicious influence was never effaced from his mind. He 
became one of Satan's most successful agents to lead men away from God. 

Thousands will rise up in the judgment and charge the ruin of their souls 
upon the infidel Voltaire.  {CG 196.3} 

 
Opportunities of inestimable worth, interests infinitely precious, are committed 
to every mother. During the first three years of the life of Samuel the 

prophet, his mother carefully taught him to distinguish between good and 
evil. By every familiar object surrounding him she sought to lead his thoughts 

up to the Creator. In fulfillment of her vow to give her son to the Lord, with 
great self-denial she placed him under the care of Eli the high priest, to be 
trained for service in the house of God. . . . His early training led him to 

choose to maintain his Christian integrity. What a reward was Hannah's! 
And what an encouragement to faithfulness is her example!  {CG 197.1} 

 

It is a sad fact that any weakness and indecision on the part of the mother is 
quickly seen by the children, and the tempter then works upon their minds, 

leading them to persist in following their inclination. If parents would cultivate 
the qualities necessary for them to use in the proper training of their children, if 
they would plainly lay before the children the rules they must follow, and not 

suffer these rules to be broken, the Lord would co-operate with and bless both 
parents and children.  {CG 197.3}   

 
What the child sees and hears is drawing deep lines upon the tender mind, 
which no after circumstances in life can entirely efface. The intellect is now 

taking shape, and the affections receiving direction and strength. Repeated acts 
in a given course become habits. These may be modified by severe training, in 
afterlife, but are seldom changed.  {CG 199.4} 

 
Young children, if left to themselves, learn the bad more readily than the good. 

Bad habits agree best with the natural heart, and things which they see 
and hear in infancy and childhood are deeply imprinted upon their minds.  
{CG 202.3} 

 
Your child . . . needs the hand of wisdom to guide him aright. He has been 
allowed to cry for what he wanted, until he has formed the habit of doing this. 

He has been allowed to cry for his father. Again and again, in his hearing, 
others have been told how he cries for his father, until he makes it a point of 

doing this. Had I your child, in three weeks he would be transformed. I 
would let him understand that my word was law, and kindly but firmly I would 
carry out my purposes. I would not submit my will to the child's will. You 

have a work to do here, and you have lost much by not taking hold of it before.  
{CG 213.2} 
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The mother's work commences with the infant. She should subdue the will and 
temper of her child, and bring it into subjection, teach it to obey. As the child 
grows older, relax not the hand. Every mother should take time to reason with 

her children, to correct their errors, and patiently teach them the right way. 
Christian parents should know that they are instructing and fitting their 
children to become children of God. The entire religious experience of the 

children is influenced by the instructions given, and the character formed, in 
childhood. If the will is not then subdued and made to yield to the will of the 

parents, it will be a difficult task to learn the lesson in after years. What a 
severe struggle, what a conflict, to yield that will which never was subdued, to 
the requirements of God! Parents who neglect this important work commit a 

great error, and sin against their poor children and against God. 292 {CCh 
193.4} 

 
To allow a child to follow his natural impulses is to allow him to 
deteriorate and to become proficient in evil. The results of wrong training 

begin to be revealed in childhood. In early youth a selfish temper is developed, 
and as the youth grows to manhood, he grows in sin. A continual testimony 
against parental neglect is borne by children who have been permitted to follow 

a course of their own choosing. Such a downward course can be prevented only 
by surrounding them with influences that will counteract evil. From infancy to 

youth and from youth to manhood, a child should be under influences for good.  
{CG 491.2}   
 

Men and women frame many excuses for their proneness to sin. Sin is 
represented as a necessity, an evil that cannot be overcome. But sin is not a 

necessity. Christ lived in this world from infancy to manhood, and during that 
time He met and resisted all the temptations by which man is beset. He is a 
perfect pattern of childhood, of youth, of manhood.  {FLB 219.4}   

 
Am blessed hope you are blessed. 


