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Daniel 9f – The Probation of Israel 

PROBATION OF ISRAEL 
 
Right Time, Wrong Place 
This reminds me of a similar experience the Millerite Christians went through over 150 years 
ago when they anticipated the coming of Christ in 1844. Their belief was based upon the 
Scripture in Daniel 8:14 that states: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed." The Millerites located the starting point of this prophecy (which 
was 457 B.C.) in Daniel 9:25: "From the going forth of the command to restore and to build 
Jerusalem ...." By adding 2,300 prophetic days (a day in prophecy equals a year according to 
Ezekiel 4:6), they calculated that Jesus would come in 1844 because "obviously" the earth 
must be the sanctuary that was to be cleansed by fire. When Jesus did not come, the Millerites 
tried to find the error in their time reckoning. Many continued refiguring the dates, when in 
reality the problem was not with the time but with the place. Nowhere in the Bible is the earth 
called the sanctuary. It did not mean the earth. The problem was not in their calculation of 
time; it was in the meaning of the word "sanctuary." Jesus was not coming to cleanse the earth 
with fire in 1844. He did, however, begin a special work as our High Priest to cleanse the 
sanctuary in heaven from the sins of His people (Daniel 8:12-14, Hebrews 8:1-6, Leviticus 
16:1-17). It was also at this time that Christ began to cleanse His sanctuary, or church, on earth 
of the false doctrines that had taken hold during the Dark Ages. 
 
Promises to Israel Conditional  
A careful study of the Bible reveals that those promises of the Old Testament were not 
unconditional promises at all. Repeatedly, the nation of Israel was warned of the dire 
consequences of disobedience. Both blessing and curse were set before them, depending on 
obedience or disobedience. Because of continued patterns of rebellion, God allowed them to 
be decimated and scattered into Babylonian captivity for seventy years. Many prophets were 
raised up by God to foretell their return from that captivity. Some modem commentators have 
made the mistake of applying those prophecies of restoration to some future gathering of 
Israel. They refuse to see that the restoration spoken of by Isaiah and Jeremiah has already 
taken place. There is neither time nor space to record here a fraction of the graphic threats of 
rejection made to Israel. Over and over God gave warnings like this: “And if thou wilt do 
according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments: 
Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever But if ye shall at all turn 
from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my commandments Then will I cut 
off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for 
my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all 
people” (1 Kings 9:4-7). Finally, as related through the prophet Daniel, God allotted a 
probationary period of 490 years for the Jewish people to see what they would do about the 
Messiah (Daniel 9:24). That prophetic time period of 70 weeks (a day for a year, Ezekiel 4:6) 
began with the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem (Artaxerxes’ 
decree in 457 B.C., Ezra 7:11) and ended in A.D. 34. In that same year the gospel began to go to 
the Gentiles, Stephen was stoned, and Paul went forth to begin his unique ministry to the non-
Jews. The occasion marked the formal and final separation of Israel from its covenant 
relationship. Jesus had explained to the Jewish leaders in the clearest possible language that 
their rejection of Him would seal their own rejection as the children of the kingdom; “The 
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kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof” (Matthew 21:43). There is no mystery as to why the hundreds of specific Old 
Testament promises were never fulfilled to Israel. They utterly failed to meet the conditions of 
obedience. Otherwise, they would have inherited the earth, been delivered from all their 
enemies, and made Jerusalem the worship center for all nations.  
 
The Second Temple Desolated  
After their release from Babylonian captivity and rebuilding the city and temple, the Jewish 
leaders erected a mountain of rules and regulations designed to protect them from repeating 
the sins that had led to their bondage. The fourth commandment's seventh-day Sabbath 
became a special object of amendment. The Jews reasoned that since it was transgression of 
the Sabbath that led to their captivity, they needed to define in minute detail how the Sabbath 
should be kept.  Over 500 rules concerning Sabbath keeping eventually resulted. Some of 
these Sabbath laws were as ridiculous as this: one could not leave an egg in the sun on the 
Sabbath because the sun might cook it, and cooking on the Sabbath was a violation of the 
fourth commandment. Of course, this only resulted in a system of pure legalism. At last the 
people began to believe that favor with God depended on how well they obeyed the traditions 
of their elders.  Ultimately the people were led full circle to disobedience again. Jesus 
comments that in spite of their apparent religiosity they were still breaking God's law even as 
their forefathers had during Isaiah's and Daniel's day. "Well hath Isaiah prophesied of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoreth me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men... full well ye reject 
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition... making the word of God of 
none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered" (Mark 7:6-13). Once again the 
people found themselves immersed in vain and rebellious worship. Even though their 
apostasy expressed itself in legalism instead of laxness, it was still based on the same principle 
upon which all pagan religions are based - that man can save himself by his own works. Jesus, 
like Jeremiah of old, rebuked this religious system and called it an abomination. "Ye are they 
which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God" (Luke 16:15).  Jesus expressed His 
displeasure for their abominations on numerous occasions. Most notable were the two times 
He cleansed the temple. On these times He expressed His anger at the desecration of His holy 
place. The controversy between Jesus and the Jews steamed, boiled and spewed over religion. 
The religious leaders hated Him because He didn't look like the Messiah, He didn't respect 
their traditions and most notably He didn't keep the Sabbath in the manner they thought it 
should be kept. This latter issue infuriated the Jews and led them to seek Jesus' death (See 
John 5:10-16; Matthew 12:1-4; Mark 3:1-6). In spite of the religious leaders' resistance, Jesus 
sought time and again to bring them to repentance and reformation. Often He reproved them 
for their erroneous ways and pointed the way to true and undefiled religion that is of great 
price in the sight of God. Yet they hardened their hearts and beat back the waves of God's 
mercy. As Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time, His prophetic eye saw the consequences 
of their constant rebellion. With a grief-stricken heart and tears coursing down His cheeks, He 
prophesied the coming doom of the city: "For the days shall come upon thee, that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every 
side and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation" 
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(Luke 19:41-44). After teaching in the temple for several days, Jesus left its precincts for the 
last time. Again He was choked with anguish as He saw the ultimate result of His people's 
apostasy. He exclaimed, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings and ye would not! Behold your house is left unto 
you desolate" (Matthew 23:37,38). On both these occasions Jesus placed the guilt upon the 
people by stating, "they knew not the time of their visitation" and "ye would not." As a result of 
not responding to God's call to turn from their abominations, their temple was to be 
desolated. This prophecy was fulfilled in 70 A.D. when the Roman armies of Titus burned the 
temple to the ground. This second desolation of the temple perfectly paralleled its first 
destruction. On both occasions the abominations were done by the apostate people of God and 
the desolation was an act of judgment performed by a heathen army.  This desolation of 
Jerusalem was prophesied by Daniel to come as a result of the people rejecting Messiah the 
prince. A careful study of Daniel 9:25-27 will show this to be the case. In verse 25 Messiah is 
promised to Israel and the city's restoration is also predicted. But then, ominously, all is 
prophesied for doom again. Verse 26 speaks of Messiah being killed by His own people and of 
how this act would cause their city and sanctuary to be desolated once again.  As Daniel heard 
Gabriel relay this prophecy, it was to his mind a replay of what he had seen happen to the 
Jerusalem of his day. The prophecy indicated that history would repeat itself, and this is 
exactly what happened. The abominations that God's people committed resulted, in both 586 
B.C. and 70 A.D., in the destruction of their sanctuary and city -- first by Nebuchadnezzar, 
then by Titus. Because Israel rejected the Messiah they lost their place as God's favored 
people. Jesus predicted this would take place by saying, "The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof" (Matthew 21:43). Israel 
forfeited their franchise of the gospel by their own obstinate sin.  Who would be the new 
nation to receive the kingdom of God and bring forth the fruits thereof? The Bible provides a 
clear and concise answer in the Apostle Peter's letter to the Gentile converts who "In time past 
were not a people, but are now the people of God." Of the converts to Christianity, the new 
people of God, he further says, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:9,10).  In the new dispensation God bestows 
upon the converted Christians all the privileges and promises that had been made to the literal 
seed of Abraham (see Galatians 3:26-29). Now converted Christians assume the role of Israel, 
and the Christian church absorbs the status of the temple or sanctuary of God. The Scriptures 
make this abundantly clear in such texts as Romans 2; 28, 29; Ephesians 2:11-13; 19-22; and 1 
Peter 2:5.  
 
The Seven-Year Tribulation  
Since so much rapturist theology revolves around the seven-year period, one would assume 
that the Bible must speak frequently of such a time period. But not so. There is not one single 
scriptural reference that ties the seven years to the end of the world or the coming of Christ. 
Most rapturist literature mentions the seven-year tribulation period without offering any Bible 
proof or explanation. Millions have assumed that it must be so well documented that no proof 
is needed. In fact, the opposite is true. There just isn't any evidence to give. Most Bible 
students are amazed to learn that the rapturists try to justify their seven years by lifting a 
prophecy of Daniel completely out of its context. In Daniel 9:24-27 God made a daring 
prophecy concerning the probation of the nation of Israel. He said to Daniel, "Seventy weeks 
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['weeks of years' RSV] are determined upon thy people to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins" (v. 24). Please notice that God was going to allow Daniel's people seventy 
weeks to see what they would do with the Messiah when He appeared. The seventy weeks are 
prophetic time, and each day represents a literal year (Ezekiel 4:6). So the seventy weeks 
would be a literal period of 490 years, after which the Israelites would no longer be God's 
people. They would be rejected as a nation because of their rejection of the Messiah. Don't 
miss the point in Daniel 9:25 that the prophecy of the seventy weeks was to begin with the 
decree to restore and build Jerusalem. That well-known date is 457 B.C., when Artaxerxes sent 
out the decree (Ezra 7:13). From that date, 457 B.C., the Jews would have exactly 490 years to 
finish filling up their cup of iniquity by rejecting the Messiah. That 490-year probation ended 
in A.D. 34, and the Jews ceased to be God's chosen people. Daniel 9:25 says that the Messiah 
would be anointed after sixty-nine of those prophetic weeks had passed by. That would be 483 
years from the decree date of 457 B.C. It takes no mathematician to figure the end of that 
prediction. It brings us to the year A.D. 27, the very year that Jesus was baptized by John and 
the Holy Spirit anointed Him for His ministry. Since "Messiah" means" Anointed One," this 
had to be the fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy that the Messiah would appear in A.D. 27. Now 
mark this fact: seventy weeks were assigned to the Jewish probation, but Christ appeared as 
the Messiah after sixty-nine weeks. That leaves the seventieth week for Christ to minister 
before the Jews' probation ended. What was to happen in the seventieth week? Daniel 9:27 
tells us, "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." The midst of the week would be 
three and a half prophetic days (literal years) from His baptism. And according to the Bible, 
the ministry of Jesus lasted for three and a half years. In the spring of A.D. 31 He was 
crucified. The veil of the temple was rent (Matthew 27:51), signifying the end of sacrifices. By 
His death He caused them to cease. Another three and a half years would lead up to the end of 
the seventy weeks and the end of Jewish probation. During that three and a half years the 
disciples labored largely for the Jews. But in A.D. 34 the seventy weeks ended; Stephen was 
stoned and the gospel began to go to the Gentiles (Acts 8:4). The Jews had rejected the gospel 
message and were no longer God's people - just as Daniel had predicted. Henceforth they 
could be saved only as individuals, in exactly the same way as the Gentiles. As a nation, they 
had been rejected as the chosen people. Here is the way the Bible describes that rejection:  
 
Matthew21:43 "The kingdom of God shall be taken from you." 
Matthew 21:19 "And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing 
thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. 
And presently the fig tree withered away." (The fig tree was a symbol of the Jewish nation.) 
Matthew 23:38 "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 
Galatians 3:28 "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." 
Galatians 3:29 "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise." 
Romans 10:12 "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him." 
Romans 9:6-8 "For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they are the 
seed of Abraham,  
are they all children; but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, They which are ... the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed." (The New Testament teaches the 
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acceptance of spiritual Israel, and the rejection of physical Israel and the children of the 
flesh.) 
Romans 2:28, 29 "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter." 
Acts 13:46 "It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles." 

 
The rapturists get their seven years' tribulation by lifting that seventieth week of Daniel's 
prophecy completely out of its context and shoving it far into the future. They claim it will be 
fulfilled after Christ comes to snatch away the righteous secretly. Incredible? Absolutely! But 
they must grasp desperately for some text to support their seven years. They agree that the 
sixty-nine weeks of Daniel 9:25 refer to the period before Christ's first advent, but then they 
insert a 2,000-year gap before the seventieth week is fulfilled. They allot 69 weeks plus 2,000 
years plus one week, or a total of 2,490 years. By this devious manipulation of God's Word, the 
rapturists believe they have extended the Jewish probation; and based upon this, they teach 
that all the fleshly Jews will be saved in a great second chance after the "secret rapture" takes 
place. The tragedy of the rapture theory is that it takes these beautiful verses of Daniel 9:24-27 
that predict the coming of Jesus, His baptism and crucifixion, and apply them to Antichrist. 
They do this by stating that it is Antichrist that causes the sacrifice and oblation to cease after 
three and one-half years. But Daniel states that it is Jesus who caused the sacrificial system of 
the Jews to cease when He died on the cross. A misinterpretation that confuses something 
Christ has done, and applies it to the devil instead, is certainly a tragic occurrence. And yet 
this is the only way one can arrive at a seven-year tribulation period. How sad! 
 

Blessings 
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