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Daniel 8f – The Daily: Extracts 

THE DAILY PART 1 OF 3: THE “DAILY” CONTROVERSY IN THE 1840S: 

First, Ellen White wrote: 

Then I saw in relation to the "daily" (Daniel 8:12) that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by 
man's wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it 
to those [our early Adventist pioneers] who gave the judgment hour cry. When 
union existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct view of the "daily"; but 
in the confusion since 1844, other views have been embraced, and darkness and confusion 
have followed. Early Writings, p. 74 

From what I have read, this quote is now being interpreted in two ways: 1) That our pioneers 
were absolutely “correct” about “the daily” itself, or 2) That our pioneers merely had “the 
correct view … that the word sacrifice … does not belong to the text.” Either way, the context 
seems to suggest that the “other views” Ellen White was primarily concerned about led to “the 
great error of believing” that it was people’s “duty to go to Old Jerusalem” (p. 75) where the 
Jewish sacrifices would supposedly be resumed. EGW wrote that “Satan had greatly deceived 
some in this thing” [about going to Old Jerusalem] and that “darkness and confusion 
followed” when these “other views” were promoted right after 1844. 

The “Daily” Controversy in the early 1900s: 

Most Adventists for about 60 years believed that our pioneers where correct about the “daily” 
itself. But then in the early 1900s A.G. Daniells (and some others) developed a great burden to 
promote a different view. Many resisted this, and in their counter arguments they often 
quoted Early Writings p. 74 to defend the early pioneer position. Because A.G. Daniels was our 
GC President, great controversy resulted. What did Ellen White have to say? Notice carefully. 

First, addressing those holding the pioneer view, she wrote: 

I have words to speak to my brethren east and west, north and south. I request that my 
writings shall not be used as the leading argument to settle questions over 
which there is now so much controversy. I entreat of Elders H, I, J, and others 
of our leading brethren [holders of the pioneer position], that they make no 
reference to my writings to sustain their views of "the daily.” 1 Selected Messages, 
164. 

Thus it is clear that EGW did not merely have counsel for A.G. Daniels and his group, but also 
for those holding the pioneer view. To them, she wrote that they should make “no reference” 
to her writings (such as Early Writings, 75, quoted above) so sustain their position. 
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Next, addressing A.G. Daniells and those promoting his view, she wrote: 

It has been presented to me that this is not a subject of vital importance. I am 
instructed that our brethren are making a mistake in magnifying the importance of the 
difference in the views that are held…The true meaning of "the daily" is not to be 
made a test question…I have had no instruction on the point under discussion, 
and I see no need for the controversy. Regarding this matter under present conditions, 
silence is eloquence. The enemy of our work is pleased when A SUBJECT OF MINOR 
IMPORTANCE [emphasis added] can be used to divert the minds of our brethren from 
the great questions that should be the burden of our message. As this is not a test 
question, I entreat of my brethren that they shall not allow the enemy to triumph by having 
it treated as such. 1 Selected Messages, 164. 

Concerning “Brother Daniells” himself she wrote: 

Brother Daniells, whose mind the enemy was working… and Elder Prescott's 
mind were being worked by the angels that were expelled from heaven. Satan's 
work was to divert your minds that jots and tittles should be brought in which the 
Lord did not inspire you to bring in. They were not essential. But this meant much to 
the cause of truth…To correct little things in the books written, you suppose would 
be doing a great work. But I am charged, Silence is eloquence. Manuscript Releases, Vol. 
20, p. 17 - STEVE WOHLBERG (We Affirm SDA) 

THE DAILY PART 2 OF 3: ADDRESSING BOTH SIDES  

She wrote, 

The subject of "the daily" should not call forth such movements as have been made. As a 
result of the way this subject has been handled by men on both sides of the question, 
controversy has arisen and confusion has resulted…Let all contention cease. At such a time 
silence is eloquence. The duty of God's servants at this time is to preach the Word in 
the cities. Christ came from the heavenly courts to this earth in order to save souls and we, 
as almoners of His grace, need to impart to the inhabitants of the great cities a knowledge of 
His saving truth. I Selected Messages, 168. 

Press together, press together. Let every difference be buried. Our work now is 
to devote all our physical and brain-nerve power to put these differences out of 
the way, and all harmonize. Manuscript Releases, Vol. 20, p. 18 

Conclusion about the “Daily” Controversy Today: 

Ellen White was strongly opposed to any major controversy over “the daily” in our churches. 
She was also strongly opposed to the apparently common habit of using her writings as “the 
leading argument” to defend one particular view. Concerning “the daily” itself, she “had no 
instruction on the point under discussion.” This strongly suggests that her 
Early Writings 74 statement was not intended to promote exactly what “the 
daily” was, but rather to stress, as she stated, that the pioneers were “correct in 
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their view…that the word sacrifice…[did] not belong to the text.” A.G. Daniell’s 
and company were being worked by Satan to create unnecessary controversy. The subject of 
“the daily” itself is “NOT a test question,” is “A SUBJECT OF MINOR 
IMPORTANCE,” and was cunningly being used by “THE ENEMY OF OUR 
WORK…to DIVERT the minds of our brethren from the great questions that 
should be the burden of our message.” Treating it “as a test question” would 
“ALLOW THE ENEMY TO TRIUMPH” [emphasis added]. We should defeat the devil, 
“press together,” and use “all our physical and brain-nerve power to put these differences 
out of the way.” They should “be buried.” Instead, our time should be devoted “to the 
great questions that should be the burden of our message” (the Three Angel’s 
Messages) and to evangelizing “the inhabitants of the great cities” with the gospel of 
“His grace” and with “His saving truth.” 

Let’s follow this inspired counsel. One subject of emulation must swallow up all 
others–who will most nearly resemble Christ in character? Who will most entirely 
hide self in Jesus? 6T, 42. The message of Christ's righteousness is to sound from one 
end of the earth to the other to prepare the way of the Lord. This is the glory of God, 
which closes the work of the third angel. 6T, 19 - STEVE WOHLBERG (We Affirm 
SDA) 

This post forms the basis and provides an emotion free framework for our PART 3 study in 
which we want to delve into the issue and consider the meaning of the Daily Biblically. Let 
study friends to show ourselves approved... 
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THE DAILY PART 3 OF 3: ALL EVIDENCE CITED  

 
Brief Note 

 
Ellen White on the “Daily“  

 
Copyright © 2006 by Frank W. Hardy, Ph.D. 

 

Then I saw in relation to the “daily“ (Dan. 8:12) that the word “sacrifice“ was supplied by man’s 
wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to 
those who gave the [75] judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all 
were united on the correct view of the “daily“; but in the confusion since 1844, other views 
have been embraced, and darkness and confusion have followed. Time has not been a 
test since 1844, and it will never again be a test. {EW 74.2}  

 

The Lord has shown me that the message of the third angel must go, and 
be proclaimed to the scattered children of the Lord, but it must not be 
hung on time. I saw that some were getting a false excitement, arising 
from preaching time; but the third angels message is stronger than time 
can be. I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation and 
needs not time to strengthen it; and that it will go in mighty power, and 
do its work, and will be cut short in righteousness. {EW 75.1}  

 
Introduction 
 
This brief note started out being brief. When I decided to include an appendix documenting 
what Ellen White says about the "daily" in other statements, and what Arthur White says 
about the "daily" in his biography of Ellen White, it wasn't brief any more. But hopefully the 
inclusion of these added materials will not make this note any less informative. That, after all, 
is the point of the exercise. 
 
Below we discuss the text of the statement quoted above from EW 74-75, the Millerite 
understanding of the "daily" in the time leading up first to 1843 and then to October 22, 
1844, and Ellen White's attitudes toward the work of those who used her writings to support 
their position that the "daily" represents paganism in Dan 8. We also discuss what we 
can learn about the subject in retrospect and what this means for our understanding of Bible 
prophecy. 
 
Let me give just a sense of where we're going with this by quoting a lovely statement that 
Ellen White makes in Desire of Ages. 
 

In every page, whether history, or precept, or prophecy, the Old Testament 
Scriptures are irradiated with the glory of the Son of God. So far as it was of divine 
institution, the entire system of Judaism was a compacted prophecy of the gospel. 
To Christ “give all the prophets witness.“ Acts 10:43. From the promise given to 
Adam, down through the patriarchal line and the legal economy, heaven’s 
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glorious light made plain the footsteps of the Redeemer. Seers beheld the Star of 
Bethlehem, the Shiloh to come, as future things swept before them in mysterious 
procession. In every sacrifice Christ’s death was shown. In every cloud of incense His 
righteousness ascended. By every lubilee trumpet His name was sounded. In the 
awful mystery of the holy of holies His glory dwelt. (DA 211-12) 

 
Some time ago I copied the first sentence of this statement into the flyleaf of my Bible. It 
guides my understanding of the entire body of Scripture. "In every page, whether history, or 
precept, or prophecy, the Old Testament Scriptures are irradiated with the glory of the Son of 
God." This understanding has given me a hermeneutic. This is a statement with general 
applicability. "In every page”. Just so. If this concept pertains to every page, I would like to 
apply it here as well. Saying that it applies to every page, except for Dan 8, will not give us a 
clearer understanding of Dan 8, and all the more so since this one prophecy has had such a 
defining influence on everything that concerns Adventism. 
 
The Text of the Statement 
 
There are six sentences in this statement. Ellen White's point here is that, "When union 
existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct view of the 'daily'; but in the 
confusion since 1844, other views have been embraced, and darkness and confusion have 
followed" (p. 75). This is what she says. 
 
Now, what does she mean? Does she mean that before 1844 nearly all were united on what 
the daily is? Or does she mean that before 1844 nearly all were united on when the daily ends? 
It might seem obvious that she means this or this, but I submit that we need to establish what 
she means by seeing where she herself places her emphasis. To do this we will need to read 
the rest of her statement. It would be a very strange procedure if we were to insist on 
setting the rest of the statement aside in order to determine her emphasis. So let's not do that. 
We'll take into account what she goes on to say. 
 
In the table below I place the four remaining sentences in one of two columns. The one 
column will contain those sentences which emphasize what the daily is (paganism or 
Christ). The other column will be for those sentences which emphasize when the daily ends 
(1844 or beyond). When we're through doing this, we'll look at the resulting table and this 
will enable us to tell what Ellen White intended by saying that before 1844 nearly all were 
united on the correct view of the "daily." (See below.) 
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Table: The Other Sentences in her Statement 
 
What the Daily Is When the Daily Ends 
. . . Time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never 

again 
be a test. . . . The Lord has shown me that the message of the third 
angel must go, and be proclaimed to the scattered 
children of the 
Lord, but it must not be hung on time. . . . I saw that some were getting a false excitement, arising 
from preaching time; but the third angels message is 
stronger than time can be. 

. . . I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation 
and needs not time to strengthen it; and that it will go 
in mighty power, and do its work, and will be cut short 
in righteousness.  

 

Now, in reviewing this table, where is the emphasis? Her emphasis throughout both 
paragraphs of the statement is not on what the daily is, but on when it ends. That's the part 
that we get from Dan 8:14. That verse tells us when the daily ends. Even in the two first 
sentences we can see hints of this emphasis: 
 

Then I saw in relation to the “daily“ (Dan. 8:12) that the word “sacrifice“ was supplied 
by man’s wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the 
correct view of it to those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, 
before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct view of the “daily“; but in the 
confusion since 1844, other views have been embraced, and darkness and 
confusion have followed. 

 
The cry she is talking about had to do with the judgment hour. Union existed before 
1844. Confusion followed after 1844 judgment hour. Even here her choice of words is 
consistent with the emphasis we see in the rest of her statement on the matter of time. 
 
Before 1844 everyone was agreed that the correct year for the end of the daily was 1844. After 
1844 they experimented with setting other times. Looking back we can see that the daily ends 
in 1844 and the corresponding yearly begin in 1844. 1844 is what the pioneers who 
preached the judgment hour message all agreed on. The issue in every aspect of the 
above statement has to do with time. 
 
 
The Pioneers 
 
Setting all of this to one side now, consider another aspect of what is involved in interpreting 
the above passage. In The Prophetic Faith of our Fathers, vol. 4, E. L. Froom gives a table 
summarizing the positions of principal Millerite expositors from 1831 to 1844. Forty-five 
sources are represented in the table. Under Dan 8 there is a column labeled "Daily." In that 
column twelve sources are represented as saying that that the daily is paganism. Six sources 
take "Standard Positions," whatever that means. One source (Joseph Bates) suggests that the 
daily is the papacy. Twenty-five sources take no position. This has to do with what the daily is. 
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[Washington, DC: Review and Herald, 1954. See p. 847]. 

 

The column labeled "2300 Days" deals with the question of when the daily ends. In that 
column six sources say whatever and thirty-eight sources say 1843. There is a footnote, which 

says, "All Leaders United in Proclaiming 7th Month Positions, With 1844 Instead of 1843 as 
Grand Terminus of 2300- and 1335-Year Periods" 
 
Up through 1843 there was general agreement that the end of the 2300 days would be in 
1843. When the angel says, “Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the 
end of the 1,335 days (Dan 12:12), this is what he is referring to. After 
that, from the end of 1843 up through October 22, 1844, there was general agreement that 
the 2300 days would end in 1844. So what position did "nearly all" of those who gave "the 
judgment hour cry" agree on? What united them in their message in a way that could be 
related to the “daily”? Their agreement was centered on the time when the daily would end, 
not on what the daily itself was. 
 
Ellen White 
 
When it came to Ellen White’s attention that some were using her statement from EW 74-
75, quoted at the beginning of this paper, to support their views about the "daily," she did not 
support them. If the point these people were making was right, but merely 
unimportant, she might have passed over the matter in silence. She could have 
started talking immediately about evangelizing cities. What she actually did do was to reprove 
them first, then talk about evangelizing cities. The absence of any support, ever, tells me there 
might be something wrong with the point these people were making. 
 
For a list of statements – in her own writings and in the biography by Arthur White – see the 
appendix below. We can interpret her silence variously, but it is clear that she never 
supports the conclusions of those who were urging EW 74-75 as a basis for holding that the 
“daily” is paganism. Nor does she mention this in either edition of Great Controversy. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Millerites didn't understand what would happen after 1844 until after October 22 of that 
year. This is what the early sweetness and later bitterness of the little scroll in Rev 10 tells 
about. The Millerites thought at first that their work on earth would be done on October 22, 
1844 (the scroll starts out sweet), and then learned to their sorrow that it was not done 
(the scroll turns bitter). If they had so fundamental misunderstanding of what follows 1844, 
why would they not have more to learn about the events that lead up to it? 
 
They had a fundamental misunderstanding of the time until after 1843, and then learned 
more under the Holy Spirit's leading. They had a fundamental misunderstanding of the 
event that would take place in 1844, and then learned more. So not the time passes and we 
cannot learn more. This is not the spirit that actuated the Millerites. They were willing to 
learn. We should be too. 
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At issue is what the Millerites learned as a result of their great disappointment. I submit that 
until 1844 these godly people had no basis for clearly understanding what the "daily" was. If 
they had understood it, there would have been no disappointment and also no Millerite 
movement. If the Millerites had preached that Christ was about to move from one apartment 
of the heavenly sanctuary to another, people would not have listened to them. 
 

That's the question raised in Dan 8:13 and answered in Dan 8:14. The end of the 2300 days 
marks the end of the vision, the daily, and the desolating transgression. So the end of the 
2300 days marks the end of the daily. 

 
If the yearly service of the heavenly sanctuary is what Dan 8:14 brings to view, and if the 
Millerites did not understand this until after the passing of the time, why would this not 
place them in a position to learn more about what leads up to the yearly service? They had 
more to learn about this also. 
 
All of this is an argument that identifying what the "daily" is cannot possibly be what Ellen 
White had in mind. Her unwillingness to respond whenever the matter of identifying 
paganism with the "daily" came up is confirming evidence that such an interpretation 
cannot be valid. There was nothing within her that responded to what the paganism 
advocates were saying. It would not be unreasonable to say that they had misunderstood her. 
 
What she did have in mind, she continued to have in mind and to emphasize throughout her 
lifetime. In Great Controversy Ellen White gives a wonderfully succinct overview of the 
prophetic time periods and the role that the year 1844 would play in fulfilling them. This 
continued to be a major point in her understanding of Bible prophecy until the day she died. 
Emphasizing the same things she emphasized is not the same as twisting her intent. It is not 
the same as misunderstanding her. If we accept her own words, that the time element is the 
aspect of the "daily" that she was trying to get across in EW 74-75, this whole puzzle falls 
into place and we come away with a Christ-centered interpretation of Dan 8 that is consistent 
with everything Ellen White wrote before and since. 
 
There is another thing we come away with. Our opponents tell us we pull the cleansing of the 
sanctuary out of thin air, that there is no context for it within Dan 8. There is truly a context 
for it, but we must be willing to see it. The context for the yearly service, with everything that 
that implies about the validity of the Millerite experience and the meaning of what happened 
in 1844, lies in a correct understanding of the "daily." 
 
The word "sacrifice" is supplied. This becomes an issue, not because the word is 
supplied, but because it is the wrong word. "Daily" is an adjective and the function of 
an adjective is to modify a noun, i.e., to give further information about a noun. What is the 
noun in this case? It must be supplied from context. So what noun should we supply? We 
should supply the word "service." More was involved that just the daily sacrifice. What leads 
up to everything concerning the yearly is everything concerning the "daily." The reference is to 
everything Christ would do in the first apartment. This is what leads up to everything He 
would do in the second apartment – when the time would come for that transition in 1844. 
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Remarks 
 
We need to take Ellen White seriously when she speaks to a matter of prophetic 
interpretation. We need to let her say what she says. But in doing this we must not make 
her say what she does not say. The issue she addresses in EW 74-75 is consistently and 
exclusively on the matter of time setting. This is a topic to which she frequently returns in 
many sources, including Great Controversy. We should not make it an issue of personal 
loyalty to insist on turning her words in a direction that she herself does not take them. 

 

My burden is that we catch a vision of Jesus. We should see Him in the daily just as clearly as 
we do in the corresponding yearly. Here is another aspect of Ellen White's broader emphasis 
– one that runs like a thread throughout her corpus – that we would do well to assimilate. My 
mother once remarked that one reason why we can know that Ellen White is a true prophet of 
God is that she always spoke well of Christ. She always spoke well of Christ because she was 
always speaking of Christ. She insisted on taking Christ as her topic. Let us not use EW 74-
75 to try to change this emphasis. We will show that we understand Ellen White best when we 
assimilate the direction she was constantly trying to take the discussion. 

 

Appendix 
Materials Bearing on the “Daily” 

 
Below I attach what statements I have been able to find, both from Ellen White herself and 
from Arthur White’s biography of Ellen White, in regard to the “daily.” It is a fairly complete 
list, although in undigested form straight off the CD. 
 
Statements by Ellen White 
 
September 23, the Lord showed me that He had stretched out His hand the second time to 
recover the remnant of His people, [SEE PAGE 86.] and that efforts must be redoubled in this 
gathering time. In the scattering, Israel was smitten and torn, but now in the gathering time 
God will heal and bind up His people. In the scattering, efforts made to spread the truth had 
but little effect, accomplished but little or nothing; but in the gathering, when God has set His 
hand to gather His people, efforts to spread the truth will have their designed effect. All should 
be united and zealous in the work. I saw that it was wrong for any to refer to the scattering for 
examples to govern us now in the gathering; for if God should do no more for us now than He 
did then, Israel would never be gathered. I have seen that the 1843 chart was directed 
by the hand of the Lord, and that it should not be altered; that the figures were 
as He wanted them; that His hand was over and hid a mistake in some of the 
figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed. [THIS APPLIES TO 
THE CHART USED DURING THE 1843 MOVEMENT, AND HAS SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
THE CALCULATION OF THE PROPHETIC PERIODS AS IT APPEARED ON THAT CHART. 
THE NEXT SENTENCE EXPLAINS THAT THERE WAS AN INACCURACY WHICH IN THE 
PROVIDENCE OF GOD WAS SUFFERED TO EXIST. BUT THIS DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE 
PUBLICATION OF A CHART SUBSEQUENTLY WHICH WOULD CORRECT THE MISTAKE, 
AFTER THE 1843 MOVEMENT WAS PAST, AND THE CALCULATION AS THEN MADE 
HAD SERVED ITS PURPOSE.] {EW 74.1} 
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Then I saw in relation to the "daily" (Dan. 8:12) that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by 
man's wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to 
those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were 
united on the correct view of the "daily"; but in the confusion since 1844, other views have 
been embraced, and darkness and confusion have followed. Time has not been a test since 
1844, and it will never again be a test. {EW 74.2} 
 
The Lord has shown me that the message of the third angel must go, and be proclaimed to the 
scattered children of the Lord, but it must not be hung on time. I saw that some were getting a 
false excitement, arising from preaching time; but the third angels message is stronger than 
time can be. I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation and needs not time to 
strengthen it; and that it will go in mighty power, and do its work, and will be cut short in 
righteousness. {EW 75.1} 
 
The daily service consisted of the morning and evening burnt offering, the offering of sweet 
incense on the golden altar, and the special offerings for individual sins. And there were also 
offerings for sabbaths, new moons, and special feasts. {FLB 196.3} 
 
Every morning and evening a lamb of a year old was burned upon the altar, with its 
appropriate meat offering, thus symbolizing the daily consecration of the nation to Jehovah, 
and their constant dependence upon the atoning blood of Christ. God expressly directed that 
every offering presented for the service of the sanctuary should be "without blemish.". . . Only 
an offering "without blemish" could be a symbol of His perfect purity who was to offer Himself 
as "a lamb without blemish and without spot." 1 Peter 1:19. The apostle Paul points to these 
sacrifices as an illustration of what the followers of Christ are to become. He says, "I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." . . . {FLB 196.4} 
 
The daily service consisted of the morning and evening burnt offering, the offering of sweet 
incense on the golden altar, and the special offerings for individual sins. And there were also 
offerings for sabbaths, new moons, and special feasts. {PP 352.2} 
 
Every morning and evening a lamb of a year old was burned upon the altar, with its 
appropriate meat offering, thus symbolizing the daily consecration of the nation to Jehovah, 
and their constant dependence upon the atoning blood of Christ. God expressly directed that 
every offering presented for the service of the sanctuary should be "without blemish." Exodus 
12:5. The priests were to examine all animals brought as a sacrifice, and were to reject every 
one in which a defect was discovered. Only an offering "without blemish" could be a symbol of 
His perfect purity who was to offer Himself as "a lamb without blemish and without spot." 1 
Peter 1:19. The apostle Paul points to these sacrifices as an illustration of what the followers of 
Christ are to become. He says, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service." Romans 12:1. We are to give ourselves to the service of God, and we should seek to 
make the offering as nearly perfect as possible. God will not be pleased with anything [353] 
less than the best we can offer. Those who love Him with all the heart, will desire to give Him 
the best service of the life, and they will be constantly seeking to bring every power of their 
being into harmony with the laws that will promote their ability to do His will. {PP 352.3} 
 
In the offering of incense the priest was brought more directly into the presence of God than in 
any other act of the daily ministration. As the inner veil of the sanctuary did not extend to the 
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top of the building, the glory of God, which was manifested above the mercy seat, was partially 
visible from the first apartment. When the priest offered incense before the Lord, he looked 
toward the ark; and as the cloud of incense arose, the divine glory descended upon the mercy 
seat and filled the most holy place, and often so filled both apartments that the priest was 
obliged to retire to the door of the tabernacle. As in that typical service the priest looked by 
faith to the mercy seat which he could not see, so the people of God are now to direct their 
prayers to Christ, their great High Priest, who, unseen by human vision, is pleading in their 
behalf in the sanctuary above. {PP 353.1} 
 
I have words to speak to my brethren east and west, north and south. I request that my 
writings shall not be used as the leading argument to settle questions over which there is now 
so much controversy. I entreat of Elders H, I, J, and others of our leading brethren, that they 
make no reference to my writings to sustain their views of "the daily." {1SM 164.1} 
 
It has been presented to me that this is not a subject of vital importance. I am instructed that 
our brethren are making a mistake in magnifying the importance of the difference in the views 
that are held. I cannot consent that any of my writings shall be taken as settling this matter. 
The true meaning of "the daily" is not to be made a test question. {1SM 164.2} 
 
I now ask that my ministering brethren shall not make use of my writings in their arguments 
regarding this question {"the daily"}; for I have had no instruction on the point under 
discussion, and I see no need for the controversy. Regarding this matter under present 
conditions, silence is eloquence. {1SM 164.3} 
 
The enemy of our work is pleased when a subject of minor importance can be used to divert 
the minds of our [165] brethren from the great questions that should be the burden of our 
message. As this is not a test question, I entreat of my brethren that they shall not allow the 
enemy to triumph by having it treated as such. {1SM 164.4} 
 
The subject of "the daily" should not call forth such movements as have been made. As a result 
of the way this subject has been handled by men on both sides of the question, controversy has 
arisen and confusion has resulted. . . . While the present condition of difference of opinion 
regarding this subject exists let it not be made prominent. Let all contention cease. At such a 
time silence is eloquence. {1SM 168.3} 
 
The duty of God's servants at this time is to preach the Word in the cities. Christ came from 
the heavenly courts to this earth in order to save souls and we, as almoners of His grace, need 
to impart to the inhabitants of the great cities a knowledge of His saving truth.--Letter 62, 
1910. {1SM 168.4} 
 
Then I saw in relation to the "Daily," that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by man's wisdom, 
and does not belong to the text; and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to those who gave 
the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct 
view of the "Daily;" but since 1844, in the confusion, other [62] views have been embraced, 
and darkness and confusion have followed. I have also seen that time had not been a test since 
1844, and that time will never again be a test. {ExV 61.2} 
 
Then I was pointed to some who are in the great error of believing that it is their duty to go to 
Old Jerusalem, and think they have a work to do there before the Lord comes. Such a view is 
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calculated to take the mind and interest from the present work of the Lord, under the message 
of the third angel. For those who think that they are yet to go to Jerusalem, will have their 
minds there, and their means will be withheld from the cause of present truth, to get 
themselves and others to Jerusalem. I saw that such a mission would accomplish no real good. 
That it would take a long while to make a very few of the Jews believe even in the first 'Advent 
of Christ,' much more, to believe in his second Advent. I saw that Satan had greatly deceived 
some in this thing, and that souls, all around them, in this land, could be helped by them, and 
led to keep the commandments of God; but they were leaving them to perish. I also saw that 
Old Jerusalem never would be built up; and that Satan was doing his utmost to lead the minds 
of the children of the Lord into these things now, in the gathering time, to keep them from 
throwing their whole interest into the present work of the Lord, and to cause them to neglect 
the necessary preparation for the day of the Lord. {ExV 62.1} 
 
"And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these 
things? And He said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 
the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: 
and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. And from the time 
that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh 
to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be: for 
thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days." {TM 115.1} It was the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah who unsealed the book and gave to John the revelation of what should be in 
these last days. {TM 115.2} 
 
Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time of the end, when 
the first angel's message should be proclaimed to our world. These matters are of infinite 
importance in these last days; but while "many shall be purified, and made white, and tried," 
"the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand." How true this is! Sin 
is the transgression of the law of God; and those who will not accept the light in regard to the 
law of God will not understand the proclamation of the first, second, and third angel's 
messages. The book of Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John, and carries us forward to 
the last scenes of this earth's history. {TM 115.3} 
 
Will our brethren bear in mind that we are living amid the perils of the last days? Read 
Revelation in connection with Daniel. Teach these things. [116] {TM 115.4} 
 
Then I saw in relation to the "Daily," that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by man's wisdom, 
and does not belong to the text; and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to those who gave 
the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct 
view of the "Daily;" but since 1844, in the confusion, other views have been embraced, and 
darkness and confusion has followed. {RH, November 1, 1850 par. 11} 
 

The Lord showed me that Time had not been a test since 1844, and that 
time will never again be a test. {RH, November 1, 1850 par. 12} 

 
"They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by 
number, according to the custom, as the duty of every day required; and afterward offered the 
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continual burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the Lord that were 
reconsecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill offering unto the Lord. From 
the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the Lord. {RH, 
March 28, 1907 par. 17} 
 
"But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid. {RH, March 28, 1907 par. 18}  
 
"They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, 
unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of 
Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia." {RH, March 28, 1907 par. 
19} 
 
The faithful remnant who had returned were greatly cheered and encouraged by the re-
establishment of the daily burnt offerings; and they now entered heartily into the preparation 
necessary for the rebuilding of the temple, in order that they might restore all the ancient 
services of the house of God. {RH, March 28, 1907 par. 20} 
 
I have words to speak to my brethren east and west, north and south. I request that my 
writings shall not be used as the leading argument to settle questions over which there is now 
controversy. I entreat of Elder ----- -----, -----, ----- and others of our leading brethren, that 
they make no reference to my writings to sustain their views of "the daily." {PH020 5.1} 

 

It has been presented to me that this is not a subject of vital importance. I am instructed that 
our brethren are making a mistake in magnifying the importance of the difference in the views 
that are held. I can not consent that any of my writings shall be taken as settling this matter. 
The true meaning of "the daily" is not to be made a test question. {PH020 5.2} 
 
I now ask that my ministering brethren shall not make use of my writings in their arguments 
regarding this question; for I have had no instruction on the point under discussion, and I see 
no need for the controversy. Regarding this matter, under present conditions, silence is 
eloquence. {PH020 5.3} 
 
The enemy of our work is pleased when a subject or minor importance can be used to divert 
the minds of our brethren from the great questions that should be the burden of our message. 
As this is not a test question, I entreat of my brethren that they shall not allow the enemy to 
triumph by having it treated as such. {PH020 6.1} 
 
The work that the Lord has given us at this time, is to present to the people the true light in 
regard to the testing questions of obedience and salvation,--the commandments of God and 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. {PH020 6.2} 
 
The subject of "the daily" should not call forth such movements as have been made. As a result 
of the way this subject has been handled by men on both sides of the question, controversy has 
arisen and confusion has resulted. {PH020 12.3} 
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The action of Brother ----- ----- in publishing a tract containing 
condemnation of his brethren and of their belief, was not endorsed by 
God. And to Elder ----- I will say, The Lord has not placed upon you a 
burden regarding this matter. {PH020 12.4} 
 
I was pained to hear that Elder -----, knowing that there was a difference 
of opinion regarding this matter among our leading brethren, should 
urge this matter to the front, as was done in some places. {PH020 12.5} 
 
Others of our brethren have not been guided by wisdom, and have not 
reasoned clearly from cause to effect regarding the results of their efforts 
to uphold their views regarding the interpretation of "the daily." While 
the present condition of difference of opinion regarding this subject exists, 
let it not be made prominent. Let all contention cease. At such a time 
silence is eloquence. {PH020 13.1} 
 
The duty of God's servants at this time is to preach the Word in the cities. 
Christ came to save souls, and we, as almoners of His grace, need to 
impart to the inhabitants of the great cities a knowledge of His saving 
truth. (Signed) Ellen G. White. {PH020 13.2} 
 
A few days later she addressed another message to Elder Prescott in 
which she made mention of his involvement in pressing his views on the 
question of "the daily" of Daniel chapter 8. She cautioned: {10MR 334.6} 
 
You have many times escaped from the snare of the enemy. But you are 
not beyond the danger of making mistakes. You sometimes allow your 
mind to center upon a certain train of thought, and you are in danger of 
making a mountain out of a molehill. Brother Prescott, there has been a 
serious weakness in your work of ministry. . . . I write this to caution you. 
(Letter 224, 1908.) 
 
Dear Brother: I am instructed to say to you, Let there be no questions 
agitated at this time in the Review that will tend to unsettle minds. Let us 
seek for soul work. Let us as a people humble ourselves before the Lord, 
and seek Him for true conversion. There is a work to be done in our hearts 
and in our homes that but few understand. There is need of much praying, 
not need of long prayers, but prayers of faith offered in humility of soul. 
{12MR 223.1} 

 
We have no time now to enter into unnecessary controversy, but we should earnestly consider 
the need of seeking the Lord for true conversion of heart and life. There should be determined 
efforts made to secure sanctification of soul and mind. There is a deep and earnest work to be 
done in every church and in every family. Fathers and mothers have a solemn work to do in 
bringing their children to understand the necessity of seeking the Lord for salvation from sin. 
{12MR 223.2} 
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In all our schools instruction is to be given that will lead the students to put on the white robe 
of the righteousness of Christ. In our larger churches special personal efforts should be made 
for fathers and mothers, that they may understand the consecration that is required of them 
that they may do effectual work for the salvation of their children. Earnest prayers should be 
offered for the institutions established for the education and training of our children and 
youth, that those who receive instruction there may grow up to honor and glorify God. {12MR 
223.3} 
 

It will prove to be a great mistake if you agitate at this time the question 
regarding the "daily," which has been occupying much of your attention 
of late. I have been shown that the result of your making this question a 
prominent issue would be that the minds of a large number will be 
directed to an unnecessary controversy, and that questioning and 
confusion will be developed in our ranks. Cannot you see that if this 
question is agitated now minds would be unfavorably impressed, and 
many who should be seeking most earnestly for the saving grace of Christ 
would be drawn into controversy? There are some who would make 
capital of this matter to turn souls away from the truth. My brother, let us 
be slow to raise questions that will be a source of temptation to our 
people. {12MR 224.1} 
 
I have had no special light on the point presented for discussion and I do 
not see the need of this discussion. But I am instructed to tell you that this 
small matter upon which you are concentrating your thought will become 
a great mountain unless you determine to let it alone. I have been 
instructed that the Lord has not placed upon you the burden you are now 
carrying regarding this matter, and that it is not profitable for you to 
spend so much time and attention in its consideration. You are not using 
wisely the time God is giving you by thus devoting it to such jots and 
tittles, when you can be speaking words that will confirm the people of 
God in [-225-] the faith they hold. God has not placed upon any of His 
ministers the work of sowing seeds that will produce confusion and 
unbelief. {12MR 224.2} 
 
You suppose that a mistake has been made in the view that has been held 
by some of our brethren in regard to the sanctuary question. There have 
been different opinions regarding the daily, and there will continue to be. 
If the Lord has seen fit to let this matter rest for so many years without 
correcting the same, would it not be wisdom on your part to refrain from 
presenting your views concerning it? I advise you not to present your 
ideas before our churches, but to let this matter alone, because at this 
period of our history the enemy will be served by an attack made on us 
regarding our disagreement on this point if it is made prominent, and this 
will lead to a worse issue. {12MR 225.1} 

 
I have words to speak to my brethren east and west, north and south. I request that my 
writings shall not be used as the leading argument to settle questions over which there is now 
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so much controversy. I entreat of Elders -----, -----, -----, and others of our leading brethren, 
that they make no reference to my writings to sustain their views of "the daily." {2NL 159.2} 
 
It has been presented to me that this is not a subject of vital importance. I am instructed that 
our brethren are making a mistake in magnifying the importance of the difference in the views 
that are held. I can not consent that any of my writings shall be taken as settling this matter. 
The true meaning of "the daily" is not to be made a test question. {2NL 159.3} 
 
I now ask that my ministering brethren shall not make use of my writings in their arguments 
regarding this question ["the daily"]; for I have had no instruction on the point under 
discussion, and I see no need for the controversy. Regarding this matter under present 
conditions, silence is eloquence. {2NL 159.4} 
 
The enemy of our work is pleased when a subject of minor importance can be used to divert 
the minds of our brethren from the great questions that should be the burden of our message. 
As this is not a test question, I entreat of my brethren that they shall not allow the enemy to 
triumph by having it treated as such. {2NL 159.5} 
 

The work that the Lord has given us at this time is to present to the people 
the true light in regard to the testing questions of obedience and 
salvation,--the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
{2NL 159.6} 

 
The subject of "the daily" should not call forth such movements as have been made. As a result 
of the way this subject has been handled by men on both sides of the question, controversy has 
arisen and confusion has resulted.... While the present condition of difference of opinion 
regarding this subject exists, let it not be made prominent. Let all contention cease. At such a 
time silence is eloquence. {2NL 161.4} 
 
The duty of God's servants at this time is to preach the Word in the cities. Christ came from 
the heavenly courts to this earth in order to save souls, and we, as almoners of His grace, need 
to impart to the inhabitants of the great cities, a knowledge of His saving truth.--Let.-62-1910. 
{2NL 161.5} 
 
Statements from Arthur White’s biography of Ellen White 
 
In his days at Elmshaven following the session, Prescott was one of several ministers who met 
at the Elmshaven office to discuss a question coming into prominence--the meaning of the 
"daily" brought to view in Daniel 8. As will be noted in a later chapter, this subject would come 
into more prominence over the next two or three years. {6BIO 166.3} 
 
As the time approached for the regular session of the California Conference, January 31 to 
February 5, Ellen White had counseled that changes in leadership should be made, and 
suggested that Elder Haskell might well be called to serve as president. As the president in his 
report at the opening of the session suggested, "A change in the conference management must 
take place." Haskell was elected (PUR, Feb. 20, 1908). {6BIO 166.4} 
 
One of Haskell's first moves toward bringing unity and spiritual uplift in this important 
conference with a membership of 4,350 (ibid., Feb. 13, 1908) was to call a Bible institute in 
Oakland for the first two full weeks of March. Ellen White was invited to participate and, 
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although she was "not in as good health" as she could wish, she went down to Oakland the day 
before the institute opened (Letter 84, 1908). She spoke six times during the two-week 
meeting, including the Sabbath-morning sermon on March 14, in the newly constructed 
Oakland church. [167] {6BIO 166.5} 
 

The question of the meaning of the daily was not a new one in Adventist 
history. William Miller had taught that it referred to paganism, but even 
before the Disappointment, that view was questioned. The classic 1843 
chart produced by Fitch, and used by all the Advent preachers, omitted 
reference to the meaning of the daily. {6BIO 247.1} 
 
In 1847 O. R. L. Crosier had expressed the view that the daily refers to the 
high-priestly ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary. Uriah Smith in 
1854 briefly expounded this position (RH, March 28, 1854). But Smith, 
rising to prominence shortly afterward, in his Thoughts on the Book of 
Daniel (1873 Ed. p. 163), went back to the view of William Miller. Smith's 
became the accepted position until the turn of the century, and thus was 
known as the "old view." Prescott's position was similar to Crosier's, but 
nevertheless acquired the less-than-accurate designation as the "new 
view." {6BIO 247.2} 

 
Ellen White had made no mention of the daily in The Great Controversy, her volume dealing 
with prophecy. Her only use of the term is found in Early Writings, pages 74, 75, where she 
reports a vision given to her on September 23, 1850, and this in connection with the subject of 
time setting. {6BIO 247.3} 
 

The Review and Herald of April 4, 1907, carried an article from the pen of 
pioneer worker J. N. Loughborough, entitled "The Thirteen Hundred and 
Thirty-five Days," which, while not making reference to it as such, upheld 
the old view. As the months passed, Review editor W. W. Prescott found it 
difficult to refrain from introducing the new view of the daily, which to 
him carried great light. He was aware that while still in Australia, Ellen 
White had received a letter from L. R. Conradi, leader of the church's 
work in Europe, stating that he could not harmonize his views on the 
question with Smith's and that if she had any light on the subject, he 
would appreciate receiving it. If she had no light, he intended to publish 
his view-- the new view. The fact that Ellen White did not reply to 
Conradi's letter left the impression that she had no light on the point (DF 
201a, WCW to J. E. White, June 1, 1910). {6BIO 247.4} 
 
The matter simmered, Daniells unwilling to make it an issue since he had 
his hands more than full in the reorganization of the work of the church 
and the struggle with Battle Creek problems. The matter was discussed 
now and again at General Conference Committee meetings, with both 
viewpoints being considered, but no conclusion was reached (DF 200). 
{6BIO 247.5} 
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As careful students took time to examine all the evidence, many were led to accept the new 
view--A. G. Daniells and W. C. White among them--and polarization began to develop. After 
the close of the Pacific Union Conference session at St. Helena in late January, 1908, some of 
the workers lingered on to spend a little time at Elmshaven studying the question. They met in 
the Elmshaven office--Daniells, Prescott, Loughborough, Haskell and his wife, W. C. White, C. 
C. Crisler, and D. E. Robinson (ibid.). {6BIO 248.1} 
 

The meeting, in place of bringing some solutions to the problem, served 
only to harden positions. On January 27, 1908, the day after the meeting, 
S. N. Haskell wrote to A. G. Daniells, stating that "since the interview 
yesterday morning I have less confidence in the position taken by Elder 
Prescott than before."-- DF 201. {6BIO 248.2} 

 
Counsel Against Agitating the Subject 
 
Before Prescott left for the East on February 6, Ellen White spoke to him about the problem, 
telling him not to publish anything at that time that would unsettle the minds of the people 
regarding positions held in the past. She promised to write him on the subject (35 WCW, p. 
217). {6BIO 248.3} 
 
She did not write at once, but on June 24, 1908, she wrote to Prescott of perils that at times 
threatened his ministry. Among other things she said: {6BIO 248.4} 
 

You are not beyond the danger of making mistakes. You sometimes allow 
your mind to center upon a certain train of thought, and you are in 
danger of making a mountain out of a molehill.--Letter 224, 1908. {6BIO 
248.5} 
 
She spoke of a tendency on his part "to sway from clearly defined truth 
and give undue attention to some items which seem to require hours of 
argument to prove, when in reality they do not need to be handled at all." 
She urged that when tempted to do this he should say, "We cannot afford 
to arouse arguments upon points that are not essential for the salvation 
of the soul." "Keep to the simplicity of the Word," she urged. {6BIO 248.6} 

 

A week later she wrote Prescott again in a letter opening with the words: {6BIO 249.1} I am 
instructed to say to you, Let there be no questions agitated at this time in the Review that will 
tend to unsettle minds. . . . We have no time now to enter into unnecessary controversy, but 
we should earnestly consider the need of seeking the Lord for true conversion of heart and life. 
There should be determined efforts made to secure sanctification of soul and mind. {6BIO 
249.2} 
 
And then she counseled: 
 
It will prove to be a great mistake if you agitate at this time the question regarding the "daily," 
which has been occupying much of your attention of late. I have been shown that the result of 
your making this question a prominent issue would be that the minds of a large number will 
be directed to an unnecessary controversy, and that questioning and confusion will be 

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html


GSrrM - Daniel 8f – The Daily Extracts [2020] 

 

 

19  

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html 

developed in our ranks. . . . My brother, let us be slow to raise questions that will be a source of 
temptation to our people. {6BIO 249.3} 
 

Then she referred to her own relation to the matter and the fact that God 
had given no special revelation on it, declaring: {6BIO 249.4} 
 
I have had no special light on the point presented for discussion, and I do 
not see the need of this discussion. But I am instructed to tell you that this 
small matter, upon which you are concentrating your thought, will 
become a great mountain unless you determine to let it alone. {6BIO 
249.5} 
 
I have been instructed that the Lord has not placed upon you the burden 
you are now carrying regarding this matter, and that it is not profitable 
for you to spend so much time and attention in its consideration. . . . There 
have been different opinions regarding the "daily," and there will 
continue to be. If the Lord has seen fit to let this matter rest for so many 
years without correcting the same, would it not be wisdom on your part 
to refrain from presenting your views concerning it?--Letter 226, 1908. 
(Italics supplied.) {6BIO 249.6} 

 
This letter was not sent off immediately, and we are not informed of what Ellen White may 
have instructed him orally, but no articles on the subject appeared in subsequent issues of the 
Review. {6BIO 249.7} 
 
S. N. Haskell and the 1843 Chart 
 
On August 28, 1908, almost two months after writing to Prescott, she wrote to Elder S. N. 
Haskell, a stalwart advocate of the old view. Because Ellen White in Early Writings had made 
reference to "the 1843 chart" in connection with a mention of the daily, Haskell had arranged 
for the publication of a facsimile copy of the chart and was circulating it. Her testimony to 
Haskell opened: {6BIO 250.1} 
 

I have had cautions given me in regard to the necessity of our keeping a 
united front. This is a matter of importance to us at this time. As 
individuals we need to act with the greatest caution. {6BIO 250.2} 
 
I wrote to Elder Prescott, telling him that he must be exceedingly careful 
not to introduce subjects in the Review that would seem to point out flaws 
in our past experience. I told him that this matter on which he believes a 
mistake has been made is not a vital question, and that, should it be given 
prominence now, our enemies would take advantage of it, and make a 
mountain out of a molehill. {6BIO 250.3} 

 
She continued: 
 

To you also I say that this subject should not be agitated at this time. 
Now, my brother, I feel that at this crisis in our experience that chart 
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which you have had republished should not be circulated. You have made 
a mistake in this matter. Satan is determinedly at work to bring about 
issues that will create confusion. There are those who would be delighted 
to see our ministers at an issue on this question, and they would make 
much of it.--Letter 250, 1908. {6BIO 250.4} 

 
While she was without special light from the Lord on the particular point in question, she did 
receive light on the matter of the controversy the discussion was causing, and she wrote, "I 
have been instructed that regarding what might be said on either side of this question, silence 
at this time is eloquence." She pointed out that "Satan is watching for an opportunity 
to create division among our leading ministers." In this two-page letter she made a 
second reference to the chart Haskell had printed. Under the chart he had quoted words from 
Early Writings in regard to the view of the daily held by those who gave the "judgment hour 
cry" in the early 1840s. She wrote him, "It was a mistake to publish the chart until you could all 
get together and come to an agreement concerning the matter. You have not acted wisely in 
bringing to the front a subject that must create discussion, and the bringing out of various 
opinions." {6BIO 250.5} 
 
Then, significantly, in closing her letter, she declared: 
 

Elder Haskell, I am unable to define clearly the points that are questioned. Let us not 
agitate a subject that will give the impression that as a people we hold varied 
opinions, and thus open the way for those to work who wish to leave the impression 
on minds that we are not led by God. It will also be a source of temptation to those 
who are not thoroughly converted, and will lead to the making of rash moves.--ibid. 
(Italics supplied.) {6BIO 251.1} 

 
How different was the situation brought to view here than in 1905 when Ellen White was 
called upon to meet decisively the views advocated by Elder A. F. Ballenger, which involved the 
work of Christ in man's behalf in the heavenly sanctuary. On that she had not only the 
evidence of the confirming miracle-working power of the Spirit of God in the establishment of 
the doctrine but repeated visions, as well, pointing out the errors in the views of Dr. Kellogg 
and Elder Ballenger, which would, if accepted, do away with that fundamental truth. {6BIO 
251.2} 
 
The Issue of Inspiration 
 
In the case of the daily, however, those who held the old view, with Haskell in the lead, 
maintained that to veer away from it would strike a mortal blow to confidence in the Spirit of 
Prophecy because of what they claimed was her endorsement of that view in the chapter "The 
Gathering Time," published in her first little book in 1851 and republished in Early Writings, 
pages 74-76. {6BIO 251.3} 
 
In this chapter, written in September, 1850, in the context of time setting and containing such 
expressions as "Time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never again be a test" and "The 
message of the third angel . . . must not be hung on time," she wrote: [252] {6BIO 251.4} 
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I have seen that the 1843 chart was directed by the hand of the Lord, and that it should not be 
altered; that the figures were as He wanted them; that His hand was over and hid a mistake in 
some of the figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed. {6BIO 252.1} 
 
Then I saw in relation to the "daily" (Dan. 8:12) that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by 
man's wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to 
those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were 
united on the correct view of the "daily"; but in the confusion since 1844, other views have 
been embraced, and darkness and confusion have followed. Time has not been a test since 
1844, and it will never again be a test.--EW, pp. 74, 75. {6BIO 252.2} 
 

The advocates of the old view maintained that the wording of this 
statement placed Heaven's endorsement on the view of the daily held by 
Miller and eventually repeated by Uriah Smith. The new- view advocates 
held that the statement must be taken in its context--the context of time 
setting. Ellen White's repeated statements that "I have no light on the 
point" (Letter 226, 1908) and "I am unable to define clearly the points that 
are questioned" (Letter 250, 1908), and her inability to make a definite 
statement when the question was urged upon her, seemed to give support 
to their conclusion. They were confident also that the messages given 
through Ellen White would not conflict with the clearly established events 
of history. {6BIO 252.3} 

 
While some who were involved in the discussion attempted to follow the counsel against 
agitating the matter of the "daily" as one of importance, and no articles on the subject 
appeared in the Review, Haskell did not remain silent. While he was willing to concede 
that the matter of the "daily" was one that should take a position of minor importance, and 
the question of the "daily" itself did not "amount to a hill of beans" (S. N. Haskell to WCW, 
Dec. 6, 1909) and he had never preached on the subject, his concern was "to save 
the cause of God and those who believe the old views on the teachings of the 
Spirit of Prophecy" (S. N. Haskell to AGD, Jan. 27, 1908). Writing to Elder Daniells on 
March 22, 1908, Haskell declared: [253] {6BIO 252.4} 
 

It is the Early Writings that I would defend and as long as I believe they 
teach the view I take, and there are many others that believe the same, 
and if Sister White does not give any explanation in harmony with 
Prescott's idea to defend the testimonies for the sake of others I shall 
defend them. Must I be made to believe the testimonies teach a certain 
thing, contrary to my own judgment and the reading of the writings, 
when Sister White herself does not so explain it? {6BIO 253.1} 
 
Thus, with not a few the discussion took on a major significance--namely, 
the integrity of the testimonies and loyalty to the Spirit of Prophecy. The 
question of revelation-inspiration was pressed to the front. Quite a 
number of leaders became involved, but we may look to S. N. Haskell as 
representing certain views and Elders A. G. Daniells and W. C. White 
taking another position. All three had labored very closely with Ellen 
White and had unquestioned confidence in her call and work. The crux of 
the matter was an understanding of and interpretation of the Early 
Writings statement. Said Haskell: {6BIO 253.2} 
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If Sister White says that she does not mean what she said when she said 
what she did on the "daily," then I will say no more.--S. N. Haskell to CCC, 
March 30, 1908. {6BIO 253.3} Daniells just as pointedly made his 
understanding clear: 

 
I want to tell you plainly that it is my deep conviction that those who hold the new view and 
who interpret the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy in harmony with that view, as Brother 
Prescott has done in his tract, are the truest friends of the gift of prophecy in our ranks. I 
believe that those who interpret that passage in Early Writings as supporting the "old view" 
are doing your mother a great wrong. They are arraying her against the plain text of the 
Scripture, and all the reliable history of the world. {6BIO 253.4} 
 
As I look at it, your mother and her writings need to be protected from such short-sighted 
expositors. Every time I review this study I am profoundly thankful that the passage in Early 
Writings is so susceptible of interpretation which is in harmony with both Scripture and 
history. . . . [254] {6BIO 253.5} If they [our brethren] will expound Daniel 8:9-14 by the 
Scriptures and history they will establish a harmony between the Bible, the testimonies, and 
history, and this will establish the confidence of many thousands of our people.--AGD to 
WCW, Feb. 22, 1910. {6BIO 254.1} 
 
Study of the Context Important 
 
Concerning this whole matter, W. C. White, after spending a day or two studying it through 
carefully, on June 1, 1910, wrote to Edson, taking the position that the context of the statement 
must be considered. {6BIO 254.2} 
 
It is evident that the vision of September 23, 1850, as published in Early Writings, new edition, 
pages 74-76, under the title "The Gathering Time," was given to correct the prevalent error of 
time setting, and to check the fanatical doctrines being taught regarding the return of the Jews 
to Jerusalem. {6BIO 254.3} 
 
The statement concerning the "daily" of Daniel 8:9-14, as published in Early Writings, 
appeared first in Present Truth, Vol. I, No. 11, dated Paris, Maine, November, 1850. During the 
same month and in the same place, there was published the first number of Second Advent 
Review and Sabbath Herald, which has continued as the church paper of Seventh-day 
Adventists ever since. In this first number appears an article by Elder Joseph Bates on "The 
Laodicean Church," in which he writes at considerable length on the confused state of various 
bodies of Advent believers, in contrast with the unity that the commandment-keeping 
Adventists were endeavoring to maintain. {6BIO 254.4} On the point of confusion of many 
bodies of Adventists, at that period in their history, over the question of prophetic "time," he 
declares: {6BIO 254.5} 
 
"For six successive years, viz: from the fall of 1844 to the spring and fall of 1850, the most of 
these leading members have been aiding and assisting each other in changing the chronology, 
i.e., the world's history, to prove that they were on the true position. What have they gained? 
Answer, nothing but disappointment and confusion. This, too, in direct opposition to their 
standard work--Advent Shield. It has not proved to be their [255] shield, that is clear. Six 
times did we say, yes more. Some have moved the time for the termination of the 2300 days, 

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html


GSrrM - Daniel 8f – The Daily Extracts [2020] 

 

 

23  

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html 

from fall to spring, for six years in succession, and thus they have almost finished a circle (if 
seven years would make one), instead of gaining one inch the right way." {6BIO 254.6} 
 
One month later [December, 1850], in [Second Advent] Review and [Sabbath] Herald, Vol. I, 
No. 2, Elder James White wrote as follows: {6BIO 255.1} 
 

"Our Present Position" 
 
"There has never been a time since we first embraced the Advent faith, that our 
position looked so clear and satisfactory as at the present. Our pathway, like 'the 
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day,' is brightening at every 
step we take. This was to be the portion of the 'just,' who in the waiting, watching 
time, should 'live by faith.' {6BIO 255.2} 
 
"The 2300 days.--This prophetic period has been, and still is, the main pillar of the 
Advent faith. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that we have a correct view of 
the commencement and termination of this period, in order to understand our present 
position. {6BIO 255.3} 
 
"B.C. 457 was the year presented, and clearly proved by Brother Miller, as the true 
date for the commencement of the 2300 days. It was published to the world by every 
Second Advent paper in the land, by books, and by public lectures, as the true date. 
The proof was so very conclusive that those who examined the point with candor 
embraced it at once. Learned opponents did not, and could not, show that we were 
incorrect in dating the 2300 days from B.C. 457. With this clearly ascertained date for 
the commencement of the main pillar of the 'original' Advent faith, lecturers went 
forth united to give the judgment-hour cry. This was the date written upon the 
'chronological chart of the visions of Daniel and John, published by J. V. Himes, 14 
Devonshire St.' {6BIO 255.4} "It was the united testimony of Second Advent lecturers 
and papers, when standing on 'the original faith,' that the publication of the chart was 
a fulfillment of Habakkuk 2:2, 3. If the chart was a subject of prophecy (and those who 
deny it leave the original faith), then it follows that B.C. 457 was the year from which 
to date the 2300 days. It was necessary that 1843 should be the first published time in 
order that 'the vision' should 'tarry,' or that there should be a tarrying time, in which 
the virgin band was to slumber and sleep on the great subject of time, just before they 
were to be aroused by the Midnight Cry."--DF 201a, WCW to J. E. White, June 1, 1910. 
{6BIO 255.5} 

 
W. C. White in his letter to Edson then pointed out that these facts must be kept in mind as 
one studies the statements in Early Writings in which the daily is mentioned. {6BIO 256.1} 
 
At one point a little later in the discussions, Elder Daniells, accompanied by W. C. White and 
C. C. Crisler, eager to get from Ellen White herself just what the meaning was of her Early 
Writings statement, went to her and laid the matter before her. Daniells took with him Early 
Writings and the 1843 chart. He sat down close to Ellen White and plied her with questions. 
His report of this interview was confirmed by W. C. White: {6BIO 256.2} 
 

I first read to Sister White the statement given above in Early Writings. Then I placed 
before her our prophetic chart used by our ministers in expounding the prophecies of 
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Daniel and Revelation. I called her attention to the picture of the sanctuary and also 
to the 2300-year period as they appeared on the chart. {6BIO 256.3} I then asked if 
she could recall what was shown her regarding this subject. {6BIO 256.4} 
 
As I recall her answer, she began by telling how some of the leaders who had been in 
the 1844 movement endeavored to find new dates for the termination of the 2300-
year period. This endeavor was to fix new dates for the coming of the Lord. This was 
causing confusion among those who had been in the Advent Movement. {6BIO 256.5} 
 
In this confusion the Lord revealed to her, she said, that the view that had been held 
and presented regarding the dates was correct, and that there must never be another 
time set, nor another time message. {6BIO 256.6} 
 
I then asked her to tell what had been revealed to her about the rest of the "daily"--the 
Prince, the host, the taking away of the "daily," and the casting down of the sanctuary. 
{6BIO 256.7} 
 
She replied that these features were not placed before her in vision as the time part 
was. She would not be led out to make an explanation of those points of the prophecy. 
{6BIO 256.8} 
 
The interview made a deep impression upon my mind. Without hesitation she talked 
freely, clearly, and at length about the 2300-year period, but regarding the other part 
of the prophecy she was silent. {6BIO 257.1} 
 
The only conclusion I could draw from her free explanation of the time and her silence 
as to the taking away of the "daily" and the casting down of the sanctuary was that 
the vision given her was regarding the time, and that she received no explanation as 
to the other parts of the prophecy.--DF 201b, AGD statement, Sept. 25, 1931. {6BIO 
257.2} 

 
Since charts figure in this matter, Ellen White's attitude in this interview is given strong 
support as the reckoning of the Cummings 1854 "prophetic chart" is studied. In this the Jewish 
altar of "daily sacrifice" in 446 B.C. is used as the starting point for a new 2300-year time span 
set to end in 1854. This chart, published at Concord, New Hampshire, in 1853, was typical of 
charts that commenced the 2300 days with what was said to be the taking away of the "daily 
sacrifice." [THE ORIGINAL OF THIS CHART, PROBABLY NEVER SEEN BY DANIELLS, IS 
NOW IN THE ADVENT SOURCE COLLECTION AT ANDREWS UNIVERSITY.] {6BIO 257.3} 
 
A Call to Halt the Controversy 
 
Ellen White watched with growing anxiety and distress the time-consuming controversy 
between leading brethren on an unimportant point and one on which she repeatedly said she 
had received no light. On July 31, 1910, she could restrain herself no longer. She took her pen 
and wrote: {6BIO 257.4} 
 

I have words to speak to my brethren east and west, north and south. I request that 
my writings shall not be used as the leading argument to settle questions over which 
there is now so much controversy. I entreat of Elders Haskell, Loughborough, Smith, 
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and others of our leading brethren, that they make no reference to my writings to 
sustain their views of the "daily." {6BIO 257.5} It has been presented to me that this is 
not a subject of vital importance. I am instructed that our brethren are making a 
mistake in magnifying the importance of the difference in the views that are held. I 
cannot consent that any of my writings shall be taken as settling this matter. The true 
meaning of the "daily" is not to be made a test question. {6BIO 257.6} 
 
I now ask that my ministering brethren shall not make use of my writings in their 
arguments regarding this question; for I have had no instruction on the point under 
discussion, and I see no need for the controversy. Regarding this matter under present 
conditions, silence is eloquence.--MS 11, 1910 (see also 1SM, p. 164). {6BIO 258.1} 

 
She pointed out that "the enemy of our work is pleased when a subject of minor importance is 
used to divert the minds of our brethren from the great questions that should be the burden of 
our message," and she insisted that as this was not a test question, it should not be treated as 
such. Then in this connection, obviously speaking of Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, 
which she held in high esteem, she wrote: {6BIO 258.2} 
 

In some of our important books that have been in print for years, and 
which have brought many to a knowledge of the truth, there may be 
found matters of minor importance that call for careful study and 
correction. Let such matters be considered by those regularly appointed 
to have the oversight of our publications. Let not these brethren, nor our 
canvassers, nor our ministers magnify these matters in such a way as to 
lessen the influence of these good soul-saving books.--Ibid. (see also 1SM, 
p. 165). {6BIO 258.3} 

 
She pointed out that "should we take up the work of discrediting our 
literature, we would place weapons in the hands of those who have 
departed from the faith and confuse the minds of those who have newly 
embraced the message" and advised that "the less that is done 
unnecessarily to change our publications, the better it will be."--Ibid. In 
closing the communication, she called everyone back to the earnest 
counsel that had been given to warn the cities. {6BIO 258.4} 

 
A few days later, on August 3, 1910, she addressed a communication to the ministry of the 
church: [259] {6BIO 258.5} 

 

To My Brethren in the Ministry: 

 
Dear Fellow Workers: I have words to speak to Brethren Butler, Loughborough, 
Haskell, Smith, Gilbert, Daniells, Prescott, and all who have been active in urging 
their views in regard to the meaning of the "daily" of Daniel 8. This is not to be made a 
test question, and the agitation that has resulted from its being treated as such has 
been very unfortunate. Confusion has resulted, and the minds of some of our brethren 
have been diverted from the thoughtful consideration that should have been given to 
the work that the Lord has directed should be done at this time in our cities. This has 
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been pleasing to the great enemy of our work. {6BIO 259.1} 
 
The light given me is that nothing should be done to increase the agitation upon this 
question. Let it not be brought into our discourses, and dwelt upon as a matter of 
great importance. We have a great work before us, and we have not an hour to lose 
from the essential work to be done. Let us confine our public efforts to the presentation 
of the important lines of truth on which we are united, and on which we have clear 
light.—Letter 62, 1910 (see also 1SM, p. 167). {6BIO 259.2} 

 
Then she referred to the last prayer of Christ calling for unity, brought to view in John 17, and 
commented, "There are many subjects upon which we can speak--sacred, testing truths, 
beautiful in their simplicity. On these you may dwell with intense earnestness. But," she urged, 
"let not the 'daily,' or any other subject that will arouse controversy among brethren, be 
brought in at this time, for this will delay and hinder the work that the Lord would have the 
minds of our brethren centered upon just now." And she pleaded, "Let us not agitate questions 
that will reveal a marked difference of opinion, but rather let us bring from the Word the 
sacred truths regarding the binding claims of the law of God." --Ibid. {6BIO 259.3} 

As to the discourses of Seventh-day Adventist ministers, her counsel continued:  

 
Our ministers should seek to make the most favorable presentation of truth. So far as 
possible, let all speak the same things. Let the discourses be simple, and treating upon 
vital [260] subjects that can be easily understood. . . . We must blend together in the 
bonds of Christlike unity; then our labors will not be in vain. Draw in even cords, and 
let no contentions be brought in. Reveal the unifying power of truth, and this will 
make a powerful impression on human minds. In unity there is strength.--Ibid. (see 
also 1SM, pp. 167, 168). {6BIO 259.5} 

 
She closed her appeal with the admonition that "while the present condition of difference of 
opinion . . . exists, let it not be made prominent. Let all contention cease. At such a time silence 
is eloquence."--Ibid. (see also 1SM, p. 168). {6BIO 260.1} 
 
Futility of Controversy over Minor Doctrinal Points 
 
These clear-cut messages, in which proponents of both sides of the controversy over the daily 
were named and called upon to cease and desist, brought to a halt open discussions and freed 
a number of the leading men involved to give attention to more important lines of endeavor. 
There was forever made clear the futility of involvement in doctrinal controversy on points of 
minor importance, or points on which there is no clear light in the Spirit of Prophecy writings. 
Among other factors, the incident brought to the front points for consideration in the study of 
revelation and inspiration, opening the way for positive, fruitful approaches. It did not, as was 
feared by the adherents of the old view, destroy confidence in the Spirit of Prophecy itself. 
{6BIO 260.2} 
 

At the same time it brought to view the lengths to which men who were brethren would go in 
attempts to accomplish their determined ends. One illustration of this was provided in the 
manner in which private personal testimonies were used. A linotype operator at the Review 
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and Herald office, who had been reared in the Midwest in a community of "staunch old 
patriarchs" who had an undying love and zeal for the truth, was led to espouse the old view of 
the daily. He won the confidence of the custodian of the General Conference files containing in 
bound form testimonies sent to leading men, and gained access to materials that should have 
been held in confidence, testimonies to key individuals that at times dealt with matters 
between them and God. In the controversy, excerpts from these personal testimonies were 
used to discredit key men who held the new view. Daniells decried the access that was  given to 
private testimonies and believed that shockingly indiscreet use was made of some of them. 
Certain men, he declared, seemed to have their pockets full of personal testimonies (AGD to 
WCW, Aug. 5, 1910). {6BIO 260.3} 
 
As Elder Daniells traveled around the field, he was often called upon to deal with questions 
asked about Ellen White and the Spirit of Prophecy. This was true also in his correspondence. 
He found that taking into account the contextual considerations often solved what seemed to 
be difficult questions. When pressed as to why an ordained minister was managing a 
denominational sanitarium when Sister White had spoken against ministers performing 
largely administrative duties, he pointed out that the state of the man's health was a factor. He 
urged that it would not do to take a single statement and stretch it beyond its purpose and 
meaning. {6BIO 261.1} 
 
W. C. White repeatedly declared his position that statements in the Spirit of Prophecy must be 
taken in their proper context. On the question of the Early Writings statement in which the 
daily is mentioned, he considered it relevant that his mother had written much concerning the 
importance of the Advent Movement and of the 2300-year prophecy, while the nature of the 
daily itself was "wholly ignored" in all her writings except in one thirty-five-word sentence, 
found in the middle of the argument that "time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never 
again be a test." To him the context of the statement found in Early Writings seemed to involve 
the entire article in which the statement was originally written, the entire scope of the Ellen 
White writings on the subject, and the historical background of the original writing (DF 201b, 
WCW to J. E. White, June 1, 1910). {6BIO 261.2} 

But larger issues than the identity of the daily concerned W. C. White:  

 
I have told some of our brethren that I thought there were two questions connected with this 
[daily] matter that were of more importance than the decision which shall be made as to which 
is most nearly correct, the old or the new view regarding the "daily." The first is, How shall we 
deal with one another when there is difference of opinion? Second, How shall we deal with 
Mother's writings in our effort to settle doctrinal questions?-- WCW to AGD, March 13, 1910. 
{6BIO 261.4} 
 
There is no question but that the church had entered upon a period when some basic 
principles having to do with the productions of an inspired writer were carefully examined, as 
was done with an interpretation of Ellen White's Early Writings statement on the "daily" of 
Daniel 8. Another, which we shall observe in the next few chapters, deals with what has been 
termed the 1911 revision of The Great Controversy. One thing is ever certain: Ellen G. White 
was intelligently responsible for all materials, published and unpublished, that appeared over 
her name. {6BIO 267.5} 
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The 1911 Edition of The Great Controversy 
 
A matter of importance to Ellen White and her staff reached back to early January, 1910. This 
was the development of a new edition of her book The Great Controversy. From the early 
summer of 1888, when the enlarged book with 678 pages of text was introduced, printing after 
printing had come from the presses of Pacific Press in the West and the Review and Herald in 
the East, and then in time from the presses of Southern Publishing Association in Nashville, 
Tennessee. The book, issued by the thousands, served the growing church and was a standby 
work, one sold widely by literature evangelists. Through the early years of the new century the 
printing plates gave increasing evidence of wear. In 1907, repairs were made to the most badly 
worn plates, some improvements in illustrations were made, a subject index was added, and 
the book was dressed up generally. {6BIO 302.1}  
 
As C. H. Jones, manager of Pacific Press in early January, 1910, was preparing for the annual 
constituency meeting to be held later in the month, he took stock of the accomplishments in 
1909, the work in hand, and some things to which attention needed to be given in 1910. On 
January 5 he wrote to his close friend and long associate in the work of the church, W. C. 
White, listing things he felt needed consideration. Among these, under the heading ”Great 
Controversy, English,” he wrote: {6BIO 302.2}  
 
It will be necessary to print another edition of this book on or before July, 1910. You are aware 
that the plates are worn out. New plates ought to be made before printing another edition. 
{6BIO 302.3}  
 
Plans were set in motion for a discussion of The Great Controversy matter when W. C. White 
would be in Mountain View attending the constituency meeting later in the month. But even 
before this meeting was held, word came from the Review and Herald that they, too, needed 
new plates for the book (C. H. Jones to WCW, Jan. 12, 1910). Ellen White owned the printing 
plates for her books; whatever would be done with The Great Controversy would be done 
under her direction and at her expense. In these matters, W. C. White served as her business 
agent. {6BIO 303.1}  
 
The procedures seemed routine and uncomplicated. Not waiting till he would be in Mountain 
View later in the month, White wrote to Jones on January 14 of what he thought would be a 
workable plan for the resetting of ”Great Controversy, English”: {6BIO 303.2}  
 
Arrange for the Southern Publishing Association to keep and continue to use the set of plates 
which they have and on which they have done considerable repairing. {6BIO 303.3}  
 
Inform Curtiss [in Washington] that we will reset the book immediately, and send the Review 
and Herald a set of plates, and advise him if they run short of books to buy a few in sheets 
from the Southern Publishing Association. {6BIO 303.4}  
 
Instruct Mary Steward to read carefully one of the last editions of the book and to mark 
anything that needs consideration in resetting. {6BIO 303.5}  
 
Then instruct Pacific Press to reset at its earliest convenience, finishing up two sets of 
electrotype plates, one for Review and Herald and one for Pacific Press. {6BIO 303.6}  
 
Hold the [linotype] slugs till we learn what can be done about providing a set of plates for the 
London office and a set of plates for the Southern Publishing Association. It seems to me that 
we ought to go forward with the work, but we do not wish to make unnecessary expense in 
finishing up sets of plates before they are needed. {6BIO 303.7}  
 

From this it is clear that the work that eventually was done in what has come to be 
known as the 1911 “revision”—a term too strong for what actually took place—was not 
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contemplated in the initial plans. In other words, no need was seen for changes in the 
book at the time that plans were initiated for resetting the type, nor were any 
alterations in the E. G. White text contemplated, beyond technical corrections as 
might be suggested by Miss Mary Steward, a proofreader of long experience and now 
a member of Ellen White's staff. Work on the book was undertaken in a routine 
fashion and according to plan. Miss Steward reviewed the book, checking spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, et cetera. She finished her work on this in late February. 
By mid-March, Pacific Press had copy for resetting the first five chapters and a 
portion of the sixth. On March 22, Jones reported to White: {6BIO 303.8}  

 
We have received corrected copy for about 100 pages of Great Controversy, and have already 
begun typesetting. We found the ten-point linotype matrices which we have been using on the 
Signs were so badly worn that they would hardly do for book work, so we sent for a new set of 
matrices, and they arrived last night. . . . This will give us a good, clear-cut face. We want this 
new edition to be just as near correct and just as good as possible. {6BIO 304.1}  
 
Miss Steward is here, and I understand that she is to take the responsibility of reading the 
final page proofs, but she wants our proofreaders to read galley proofs, etc. {6BIO 304.2}  
 
Jones, in his letter, discussed the number of sets of printing plates that would be wanted and 
expressed the hope he could have a visit with W. C. White before White had to leave to attend 
the Spring Meeting of the General Conference Committee in Washington, D.C. {6BIO 304.3}  
It is evident that all concerned expected that the work called for would be pushed through in a 
matter of weeks. {6BIO 304.4}  
 
In the meantime, as a corollary to the resetting of the type for The Great Controversy, 
thoughts began to develop both in the minds of Ellen White and the members of her staff 
regarding certain features of the new reset book. These related not only to the physical 
features of the book—type face, illustrations, et cetera—but also to the text 
itself. Ellen White wrote of this to F. M. Wilcox, chairman of the Review and Herald board: 
{6BIO 304.5}  
 

When I learned that Great Controversy must be reset, I determined that we would 
have everything closely examined, to see if the truths it contained were stated in the 
very best manner, to convince those not of our faith that the Lord had guided and 
sustained me in the writing of its pages.—Letter 56, 1911. {6BIO 304.6}  

 
These and other considerations led W. C. White to reach out for helpful suggestions. He 
reported: {6BIO 305.1}  
 
We took counsel with the men of the Publishing Department, with State canvassing agents, 
and with members of the publishing committees, not only in Washington, but in California, 
and I asked them to kindly call our attention to any passages that needed to be considered in 
connection with the resetting of the book.—WCW to “Our General Missionary Agents,” July 
24, 1911 (see also 3SM, pp. 439, 440). {6BIO 305.2}  
 

As suggestions began to come in, he called a halt in typesetting and the making of 
printing plates. At this point 120 pages had been sent to the type foundry for 
platemaking, and the type was set for 100 more pages. {6BIO 305.3}  

 
Considerations Initiated by Plans for a New Edition  
 
The Great Controversy was Ellen White's most important book. She regarded it as a volume 
designed to win readers to an understanding and acceptance of the light of present truth. 
{6BIO 305.4}  
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This lifted the matter of a new edition somewhat above the mechanical production of 
a volume for literature evangelists to introduce to the people of the world, to the 
excellence of the text itself, depicting the great controversy story in an accurate and 
winning way. {6BIO 305.5}  

 
So, relatively early in 1910, there loomed before Ellen White, her staff, and the 
publishers a perfecting of the text to reflect a precision of expression, and the 
employment of words acceptable to both Catholic and Protestant readers. The steps to 
accomplish this were grasped somewhat progressively. While Ellen White, with a full 
sense of this implication, carried the responsibility for many changes in the text, she 
delegated the details of the work to several members of her experienced and trusted 
office staff. But she held herself as the ultimate judge, and she would from time to time 
consider specific points and finally review the text of the manuscript. {6BIO 305.6}  

 
It should be stated here that neither Ellen White nor her staff considered 
what was done as an actual “revision,” and all studiously avoided the use 
of the term, for it was entirely too broad in its connotation. {6BIO 305.7}  

 
Here were the involvements that developed as the work was entered upon: {6BIO 306.1}  
 
1. First and foremost, giving the full reference in connection with each quotation drawn from 
histories, commentaries, and other theological works. While these stood in quotation marks, 
only a very few carried source references. Each item was to be verified to ensure its accuracy, 
and reference to the original source was to be given. This was a point that had been raised in 
preceding years from time to time, especially by those engaged in book distribution. {6BIO 
306.2}  
 
2. Rewording time references, such as “forty years ago,” “a century ago,” et cetera—putting the 
book in a position of correctness regardless of when it would be read. {6BIO 306.3}  
 
3. In a few instances, selecting words more precise in their meaning than those first employed 
by the author, to set forth facts and truths more correctly and accurately. {6BIO 306.4}  
 

4. Having the Catholic reader in mind, to employ words that in expressing 
truth would do so kindly and win rather than repel. {6BIO 306.5}  

 
5. Presenting, in cases where facts might be challenged (especially in reviewing the history of 
the conflict in Reformation days), only that which could be supported by available reference 
works of ready access. {6BIO 306.6}  
 
6. Including appendix notes, supportive of the text of the book. {6BIO 306.7}  
 
It was agreed that upon early that the new book should be held as nearly as possible, page for 
page, to the 1888 printing so widely circulated. At the outset, work on the illustrations for the 
new book had been undertaken. This was a point of importance in a volume to be sold by 
colporteurs. {6BIO 306.8}  
 

The typesetting that had begun was now being held in abeyance. W. C. White at first 
thought that the delay would be not much more than a week or two, allowing, as he 
said in his letter to Jones on May 17, 1910, for “careful study of suggestions . . .recently 
received from brethren connected with the Review and Herald.” White continued: 
{6BIO 306.9}  
 
You may be sure we will do all we can to minimize the changes, not only in the pages 
molded and in the pages set, but in the whole book. We feel, however, that now is the 
time to give faithful consideration to the suggestions that have been made to us. {6BIO 
306.10}  
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Miss Steward, on completing her work of correcting spelling, capitalization, punctuation, et 
cetera, joined Clarence Crisler in checking historical and other quotations employed in the 
book. With other tasks pressing on Miss Steward, Dores Robinson was soon also drawn in to 
work at Crisler's side. The publisher and artists were at work on some new full-page 
illustrations, perfecting others, and making new engravings. {6BIO 307.1}  
 

Other suggestions from publishing men and publication committees were now coming 
in. These fell within the guidelines noted above. W. C. White, while attending the 
Spring Meeting of the General Conference Committee in Washington, D.C., in mid-
April, 1910, had conferred with W. W. Prescott, editor of The Protestant Magazine, 
published by the Review and Herald, urging him to respond to the invitation to send 
in suggestions aimed at meeting Ellen White's expressed determination to have the 
book as perfect as possible. Considering his responsibilities, it was appropriate that 
word from him should be sought. On April 26, 1910, Prescott rendered his 
report in a thirty-nine-page double-spaced letter to W. C. White. His 
suggestions ranged all the way from a date given and a precision in 
wording and the correcting of minor historical inaccuracies to the 
proposal of changes that would reflect his privately held views on some 
points, such as the dating of the 1260 years of prophecy. {6BIO 307.2}  

 
Each item sent in was reviewed on May 23 by a group consisting of W. C. White, C. C. Crisler, 
D. E. Robinson, A. G. Daniells, and Professor Homer Salisbury, a trusted scholar and 
president of Washington Missionary College who was traveling with Daniells. Most of the 
suggestions were obviously reasonable, and, in principle, approved. Others were rejected 
as being inappropriate or out of harmony with positions held by Ellen White. 
Each item, both in the initial review and in further careful probing, was given careful study. Of 
the Prescott suggestions, the larger number might be considered helpful but of minor 
significance. Some, if adopted, would have changed the teachings of the book. All 
such were rejected. His suggestions included some mentioned by others. In all, about one half 
of his suggestions were accepted, and about one half rejected. [DF 83D CARRIES DETAILED 
DOCUMENTATION ON THE PRESCOTT SUGGESTIONS.] {6BIO 307.3}  
 
The respective identities of the individuals who submitted suggestions in response to Ellen 
White's request were soon lost sight of as the contribution of committees and individuals were 
blended into one overall group of points calling for study, first by the staff and eventually by 
Ellen White herself. Prescott's name finds no place in the records, except his letter to W. C. 
White. {6BIO 308.1}  
 
Finding Sources for the Quotations  
 
The most demanding of the tasks connected with readying the book for resetting was the 
tracking down of all the quotations employed in the book—417 in all, drawn from seventy-five 
authors, ten periodicals, and three encyclopedias. It was while Ellen White was in Europe and 
had access to the library left by J. N. Andrews at the denomination's publishing house in 
Basel, Switzerland, that the manuscript for the 1888 edition was largely prepared. At 
Elmshaven, Clarence Crisler was now in charge of seeking out the sources and verifying the 
quotations. {6BIO 308.2}  
 
Crisler was soon off to the libraries of the University of California in Berkeley, the State library 
at Sacramento, another in San Francisco, and to the Stanford University library at Palo Alto. 
His investigations met with reasonably moderate success, but it was soon seen that they must 
reach out much farther. To accomplish this, ministers of experience and educators living near 
other important libraries in Chicago, New York, and Washington were drawn into the search, 
with requests to help in finding specific items. Then the search led to libraries in Europe—
Great Britain, France, and Germany. {6BIO 308.3}  
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What was at first thought of as being accomplished in two or three weeks stretched into four 
months. Crisler did not leave California; from the Elmshaven office he directed research, 
sometimes far afield but yielding significant and satisfying results. By mid-October they had 
located almost all the quotations. {6BIO 308.4}  
 
Ultimately it was seen that substitute quotations approved by Ellen White could be used for 
most of the few that seemed impossible to locate. A minimum of quoted materials was left in 
quotation marks but without references. {6BIO 308.5}  
 
One area that seemed the most difficult to handle was in finding the original source of several 
of the quotations used in connection with the chapter on “The Bible and the French 
Revolution.” The search led to Elder Uriah Smith's Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, 
and it soon was discovered that Ellen White had depended on sources Smith 
employed. Most were traced to their original location, but in the case of a few, Crisler and his 
associates failed at first to track them down. {6BIO 308.6}  
 
Meanwhile, the work proceeded at Elmshaven and at Pacific Press. The longer the delay, 
the more opportunity there seemed to be for imaginings and rumors in the 
field. In a letter to A. G. Daniells written on June 20, 1910, W. C. White reported: {6BIO 
309.1}  
 
Shortly after we sent word to the Pacific Press to delay electrotyping making the printing 
plates, one of the workers in the type foundry visited the school [Pacific Union College], and 
soon questions and reports were as plentiful on the hillside and in the valley as quails in 
August. {6BIO 309.2}  
 
He commented:  
 
Questions and suppositions and remarks come to Mother from all quarters, and she will 
continue to be perplexed by them until the work is done. {6BIO 309.3}  
 
This letter to the president of the General Conference was actually a progress report. 
Continued White: {6BIO 309.4}  
 
During the last two weeks, we have been busily engaged in studying those matters which 
demanded consideration in connection with the bringing out of the new edition of Great 
Controversy. When I presented to Mother questions as to what we should do 
regarding the quotations from historians and the references to these 
historians, she was prompt and clear in her opinion that we ought to give 
proper credit wherever we can. This has called for a good deal of searching of 
histories. {6BIO 309.5}  
 
Brethren Crisler and Robinson have taken much pains to look up the very best English 
authorities for the bulls and decrees and letters quoted and referred to, and they have been 
successful beyond my fondest hopes. {6BIO 309.6}  
 
And then White wrote of the involvements in the preparation of this new edition of the book: 
{6BIO 309.7}  
 
Further than this there will be very few changes made. In a few places where ambiguous 
or misleading terms have been used, Mother has authorized a changed reading, 
but she protests against any change in the argument or subject matter of the 
book, and indeed, we find, as we study into the matter, a clear and satisfactory 
defense for those passages to which our critics might take exception. {6BIO 310.1}  
 

There are few historical matters which we are still searching for. The most perplexing 
one is that regarding the three and a half days when the dead bodies of the two 
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witnesses lay unburied, as referred to in Revelation 11:9-11. {6BIO 310.2}  
 
White then alluded to the question of the influence of General Conference leaders on 
the project. He wrote: {6BIO 310.3} 
 

A number of questions have arisen over here as to what we are doing and why. Some 
have asked if you and Brother Prescott have been criticizing Great Controversy, and 
have asked to have it changed so that it will agree with the new light on the "daily." 
{6BIO 310.4} Our answer is, No; that you have neither of you expressed any wish of 
this sort; that the "daily" is not mentioned or referred to in Great Controversy, that it 
is wholly ignored in that book, as are many other points of prophetic interpretation 
which, as published in Elder Smith's Daniel and Revelation, are being criticized. . . . 
{6BIO 310.5} 
 
I have maintained that as far as I can discern, you and Brother Salisbury and Elder 
Wilcox are in hearty sympathy with us and are doing what you can to help us to find 
clear and substantial evidence for the positions taken in Great Controversy. {6BIO 
310.6} 

 
As he wrote of the work and reports that were being circulated, some of which came to the 
attention of Ellen White, he declared: {6BIO 310.7}  
 
I shall be wonderfully glad when we get a little further along with the work, so that we can 
show her [E. G. White] the proof pages of the new edition with a good, clear red mark in every 
place where the wording has been changed in harmony with her general instruction regarding 
historical quotations. {6BIO 310.8}  
 
Aside from this, where we are working under a general order, we shall show her every 
change of wording that is proposed, and if it does not meet her approval, it will 
not be followed.—DF 83b. {6BIO 310.9}  
 
E. G. White Settles the Question of the D'Aubigne Quotations 
 

Ten days after this report was made by W. C. White to A. G. Daniells, a question 
arose, sparked by the checking of all quoted materials in the book. It was found that 
the most frequently quoted historian was D'Aubigne, whose History of the 
Reformation, written in French, had been published in five translations in England 
and the United States. Three of the translations were represented in The Great 
Controversy, but it was discovered that only one had the wholehearted approval of 
the author. The question now was “Should all the matter quoted from this author be 
from just the one which had the author's approval?” To do so would call for a good 
many changes in The Great Controversy text, and in some cases, provide a less 
desirable wording. Work on the pages involved was held up until this matter could be 
settled by Ellen White herself. And this was delayed considerably because of some 
long absences of W. C. White from Elmshaven, a number of them in behalf of the new 
medical school. No attempt would be made in the matter until W. C. White could be 
home and present the question to his mother. Crisler, on July 22, wrote to him at 
Loma Linda: {6BIO 311.1}  
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We are hoping that you will be sure to run up to St. Helena immediately after the close of the 
Loma Linda council, so that we may consider finally the D'Aubigne matters, et cetera. {6BIO 
311.2}  
 
In the meantime, Ellen White, possibly with some intimation of the question that had to be 
settled, made a clear-cut statement to Mary Steward that Mary carefully wrote out, dated, and 
signed on July 31. Here it is: {6BIO 311.3}  
 

Whenever any of my workers find quotations in my writings, I want 
those quotations to be exactly like the book they are taken from. 
Sometimes they have thought they might change a few words to make it a 
little better; but it must not be done; it is not fair. When we quote a thing, 
we must put it just as it is.—DF 83b. {6BIO 311.4}  

 
The next day, W. C. White was back home and hastened to place the D'Aubigne matter before 
his mother for a decision. Her decision was to use the translation approved by the 
author. On August 2, he wrote to Clarence Crisler, who was working at Pacific Press: {6BIO 
311.5}  
 
I undertook yesterday morning to present to Mother in detail the changes called for in our 
effort to correct the quotations from D'Aubigne. Mother examined a few of these and 
approved of them, but then told me plainly that she wished us to go forward with the whole 
lot, without asking her to examine them one by one. {6BIO 312.1}  
 
Three days later, Elder White wrote to the manager of Pacific Press, reporting on Ellen White's 
decision and the work that followed in carrying it out: {6BIO 312.2}  
 
I see that this week has slipped by without our putting the Luther chapters into the hands of 
the printers. I think these will come on all right next week. {6BIO 312.3}  
 

Mother refuses to go over the D'Aubigne quotations item by item. She has 
examined enough to be satisfied that the work we are doing is right, and 
she has given full and unqualified instruction for us to go ahead. {6BIO 
312.4}  

 
The work in progress in Mountain View called for the close attention of Mary Steward and 
frequently for the presence of Clarence Crisler. While this was in progress, W. C. White 
continued to be away from the office, a great deal, serving the general interests of the church. 
Crisler knew that Ellen White, now 83 years old, might well be, under these circumstances, 
lonely and somewhat concerned. He made it a point to write to her from time to time from 
Mountain View. One such letter he typed out on Monday, August 1. {6BIO 312.5}  
 
The historical work connected with the resetting of Great Controversy is nearly finished. We 
are finding nearly all the quoted matter, and proper references are being given in the margins 
at the foot of the pages. The quotations are all being verified. When we learn from you what 
translation of D'Aubigne should be followed in the quotations taken from his History of the 
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Reformation, we will act accordingly. . . . {6BIO 312.6}  
 
Great Controversy will bear the severest tests. When it was prepared years ago, thorough work 
was done. This is more and more evident, the more the book is examined. {6BIO 312.7}  
 

It would have been better, of course, if the historical references had been given in the 
first editions; but this is a minor matter that can easily be adjusted at the present 
time, when new plates are being made. We are copying out historical extracts to file 
away with our various publishing houses who are publishing Great Controversy, so 
that if anyone should ever question statements that you have made in Great 
Controversy, our brethren at these publishing houses will have matter to place before 
others, demonstrating that the positions you have taken in Great Controversy and the 
historical statements you have made are in harmony with the best historical records. 
{6BIO 313.1}  

 
Great Controversy has already had a great sale; and our bookmen who have much to do with 
pushing its sale into new fields feel as if the new edition, giving proper credits to the historical 
extracts that are quoted in the book, will be all the better and stronger, and will meet with the 
full approval of all concerned. They rejoice to learn that the historical statements you have 
made in the book are in harmony with the best histories, and can be fully vindicated. {6BIO 
313.2}  
 
On September 20, Crisler wrote to Prof. H. C. Lacey, a teacher at the Adventist College at 
Stanborough Park, near London, England, who was helping to track down elusive quotations: 
{6BIO 313.3}  
 
We have endeavored to have all quoted matter in the book carefully verified, and references to 
proper sources inserted at the foot of each page where the extracts occur, throughout the 
book. Of course, no revision of the text has been attempted; and the paging of the reset plates 
will remain practically the same as in the former subscription editions, all chapters beginning 
and ending on the same pages as hitherto. (Italics supplied.) {6BIO 313.4}  
 
“The Bible and the French Revolution”  
 
On August 1, the very day Ellen White gave study to and settled the question of the D'Aubigne 
quotations, Clarence Crisler, working in Mountain View, wrote to W. C. White: {6BIO 313.5}  
 
I wish very soon to look up items connected with the French Revolution. This has been left, as 
you know, to the very last. Most of the other items have been cleared up. {6BIO 313.6}  
 
On August 11, Crisler was rummaging through secondhand bookstores in San Francisco, 
looking for works that might help. He was pleased to find a single volume of the big set 
Historians’ History of the World—the volume covering the entire period of the French 
Revolution. He felt it was well worth the dollar he paid for it. A few days before, he was 
working at the Stanford University library, reading up on French history. Of this, he reported: 
{6BIO 314.1}  
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Examined a good many works. Some works haven't a thing in them that is of any special value 
to us. There is one work, however, which will help a lot in establishing the soundness of the 
present philosophy of the French Revolutionary period, as outlined by Sister White, and that 
is Buckle's History of Civilization in England. {6BIO 314.2}  
 
Buckle is one of the greatest of the philosophic historians; and in his work he makes very plain 
the fact that prior to any attempt whatever to revolt against the social and political situation in 
France, there was a determined effort, on the part of the thinkers and, in fact, of most of the 
educated men of France, to break through the long-established tyranny of the 
church, which stifled all true reform, whether religious, social, or political. 
Buckle makes very clear the differences between true Christianity and the 
religion, so-called, revealed in the lives of the French clergy of that period.—CCC 
to WCW, Aug. 11, 1910. {6BIO 314.3}  
 
The twenty-four-page chapter in The Great Controversy on the Bible and the French 
Revolution was a very important one, in which many lessons were brought out showing the 
ultimate fruitage of rejection of God and His Word. Ellen White in this chapter 
introduced the prophecy in Revelation 11, concerning the “two witnesses” and 
the 1260-year time prophecy of the period that began A.D. 538 and ended in 
1798. One scholar who in April was asked to read The Great Controversy 
carefully and point out places that might need strengthening if the book was to 
accomplish the most good, took exception to Ellen White's interpretation of the 
two witnesses and the validity of the dates of the 1260-year period. This 
intensified the need for a careful study of this chapter. {6BIO 314.4}  
 

No occasion was found to turn away from the position taken on the 1260-day (or 
year) prophecy, but difficulty was experienced in endeavors to document specific 
actions of the French Assembly in 1793, edicts abolishing the Bible, and then three and 
a half years later restoring it to favor. Painstaking research failed to disclose such 
specific legislation, but edicts were found that did so in effect. Crisler found that one of 
the British lords, in a debate in Parliament as it opened in January, 1794, declared, 
after reading at length from French documents, that “The Old and New Testament 
were publicly burnt, as prohibited books.” “This,” Crisler commented in a letter to W. 
C. White on October 5, “is quite close to Sister White's declaration, for which we want 
authentic historical evidence, that ‘it was in 1793 that the decree which prohibited the 
Bible passed the French Assembly.”’ Crisler continued: {6BIO 315.1}  
 
You will note, upon examining Sister White's statement carefully, that the act which 
passed the assembly “prohibited the Bible.” Even if we cannot find in the wording of 
an act these words or words very similar, we can find acts which prohibited the 
worship of God, or rather abolished the worship of God; and, as was plainly brought 
out in the British Parliament a few weeks after these excesses in France, the 
enactments against the Deity were followed by the burning of religious books, 
including the Bible. {6BIO 315.2}  
 
In one French source, the original French of which we hope to find soon, it was 
announced that the Popular Society of the Section of the Museum had “executed justice 
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upon all the books of superstition and falsehood; that breviaries, missals, legends, 
together with the Old and New Testaments, had expiated in the fire, the follies which 
they had occasioned among mankind.” {6BIO 315.3}  
 
I wish you might have the privilege of reading the statement which the Rev. Dr. Croly 
makes concerning this period. It is in his work Croly on the Apocalypse. . . . Dr. Croly 
takes the position squarely that the enactments of the French Assembly abolishing all 
respect and worship of God, in fact abolished the Bible; and reasoning thus, he holds 
to the same exposition of the two witnesses of Revelation 11 that is given in Great 
Controversy. {6BIO 315.4}  
 
His statements are very much to the point; and even if we cannot find an express law 
against the Bible, or prohibiting the Bible, we can still go far toward defending the 
position taken in Great Controversy. {6BIO 315.5}  

 
In January, 1911, Clarence Crisler reported that there were a few references in the French 
Revolution chapter that they had not yet found. Two days later he wrote of receiving a report 
from Brother Vuilleumier, a denominational worker in France, that gave “one good passage on 
the restoration of the Bible at the close of three and a half years,” which was highly prized (DF 
84d, CCC to Guy Dail, Jan. 3, 1911). {6BIO 316.1}  
 
Crisler also wrote:  
 

Elder Conradi has given, in his Die Offenbarung Jesu, more proof in connection with 
the prophecy of the two witnesses of Revelation 11 than has any other of our Biblical 
expositors.—Ibid. {6BIO 316.2}  

 
Through January and most of February it was hoped that with research both in Europe and in 
America there would be found the exact edicts of the French Assembly on the abolition and 
reinstatement of the Bible. It was not forthcoming, and on February 26, Clarence Crisler wrote 
to W. A. Colcord: {6BIO 316.3}  
 

In the search for the original sources of passages quoted in the chapter on “The Bible 
and the French Revolution,” we were led into a more extended inquiry than we had at 
first anticipated entering into. . . . We have not found every quotation given in the 
chapter, but many of them we have found, and verified. {6BIO 316.4}  

 
Crisler then explained that “in order to keep a record of our findings,” the staff at Elmshaven 
had made many notes. Some of these were included in five manuscripts on the French 
Revolution chapter. Where definite verification could not be found for the crucial statements 
in The Great Controversy, the wording was modified. The statement as it appeared in the 1888 
edition read: {6BIO 316.5}  
 

It was in 1793 that the decree which prohibited the Bible passed the French Assembly. 
Three years and a half later a resolution rescinding the decree, and granting 
toleration to the Scriptures, was adopted by the same body.—Pages 286, 287. {6BIO 
316.6}  
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The wording in the 1911 edition reads:  

 
It was in 1793 that the decrees which abolished the Christian religion and set aside the 
Bible passed the French Assembly. Three years and a half later a resolution 
rescinding these decrees, thus granting toleration to the Scriptures, was adopted by 
the same body.—Page 287. {6BIO 316.7}  

 
This brought the crucial statement well within the limits of what could be proved from reliable 
historical sources. There was actually little change in intent, but rather a more precise 
wording. Ellen White was anxious for this, that the book might serve 
unquestioned in the widest possible reading circles. On this point, Crisler, in a letter 
to Guy Dail in Europe, stated: {6BIO 317.1}  
 

In all this historical work, we are eager to have the manuscripts that may be 
submitted, given the most searching tests. We need never be afraid of historical truth. 
{6BIO 317.2}  
 
And then he made an observation, one based on his painstaking research over a 
period of half a year: {6BIO 317.3}  
 
We would do well to avoid accepting the conclusions of some of the more modern 
historians who are attempting to rewrite history so as to shape it up in harmony with 
their philosophical viewpoint. We find it necessary to exercise constant vigilance in 
this respect; and this leads us to set considerable store by the original sources, or 
fountainheads, of history. {6BIO 317.4}  

 
At this point Crisler offered his own testimony of what he saw of God's guiding hand in the 
writing of The Great Controversy: {6BIO 317.5}  
 

The more closely we examine the use of historical extracts in Controversy, and the 
historical extracts themselves, the more profoundly are we impressed with the fact 
that Sister White had special guidance in tracing the story from the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem, down through the centuries until the end. No mortal man 
could have done the work that she has done in shaping up some of those chapters, 
including, we believe, the chapter on the French Revolution, which is a very 
remarkable chapter, in more ways than one. {6BIO 317.6}  
 
And the more we go into these matters, the more profound is our conviction that the 
Lord has helped not only Sister White in the presentation of truth, but that He has 
overruled in the work of other writers, to the praise of His name and the advancement 
of present truth. {6BIO 317.7}  
 
Our brethren in years past have used many quotations, and, as a general rule, the 
Lord surely must have helped them to avoid making use of many extracts that would 
have led them astray. Of course there is still a great deal of room for 
improvement, even in a book like Elder U. Smith's Daniel and Revelation. 
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But not so much needs to be done, as might have had to be done, if the Lord had not 
given special help to these various writers.—DF 84d, CCC to Guy Dail, Jan. 3, 1911. 
{6BIO 318.1}  

 
One other point calling for careful study, which was mentioned in suggestions received in 
April, 1910, and surfaced again as final work was done on the book, was the statement found 
on page 50 of the 1888 edition: {6BIO 318.2}  
 

The pope has arrogated the very titles of Deity. He styles himself “Lord God the Pope,” 
assumes infallibility, and demands that all men pay him homage. (Italics supplied.) 
{6BIO 318.3}  

 
It was pointed out to Ellen White's staff that “there is abundant proof to establish the fact that 
the attributes of the Deity have been ascribed to the pope, but the style of expression in 
Great Controversy makes it appear that the pope, himself, has taken these titles 
to himself and that he has also assumed infallibility.”—S. N. Curtiss to C. H. Jones, 
Feb. 14, 1911. There was seemingly full support for the Great Controversy statement in 
Giustianni's book Papal Rome as It Is. But this source was difficult to find and a bit uncertain 
as to reliability. Curtiss, manager of the Review and Herald, in his letter to Jones said: “It 
seems as though we ought to be very careful to eliminate every expression which cannot be 
backed up by authority. In this, I refer to historical statements, of course. I do not wish to be 
understood as bringing into question, in any way, the statements based on the authority of the 
Spirit of Prophecy.”—Ibid. {6BIO 318.4}  
 
In December, 1910, Crisler wrote of his discovery on the point of the statement “Lord God the 
Pope.” {6BIO 318.5}  
 
This is taken direct from a decretal by Pope Gregory the Ninth and I have copied it out in a 
large Jesuit library here on the Coast.—CCC to Adolf Boettcher, Dec. 2, 1910. {6BIO 318.6}  
 
But now in late February, the question of authority for the declaration that the pope himself 
assumed the title having been called up again, it was felt that it could be settled only by Ellen 
White herself. If any change in wording were to be made, the page would have to be reset 
and new plates made. W. C. White writing to C. H. Jones in February 28, 1911, declared that: 
{6BIO 319.1}  
 
It will depend upon Mother's decision. We have some questions to submit to her as soon as 
she is feeling a little better, and willing to consider them. {6BIO 319.2}  
 
The question as to what the pope has arrogated to himself is a difficult one. The church has 
attributed to him all that is claimed in our books, and he has received it and acted upon it, but 
it is a little difficult to prove from histories within our reach that he has assumed the titles of 
the Deity and the right to change divine law, and Mother may decide that it is best for us to 
take a very conservative position in view of the controversies before us. {6BIO 319.3}  
 
As soon as she decides this question (I hope she will consider it tomorrow), then we will report 
to you. {6BIO 319.4}  
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The decision was in favor of wording the statement in such a way that it could be easily 
supported by documents available. The wording in the 1911 edition reads: {6BIO 319.5}  
 

More than this, the pope has been given the very titles of Deity. He has been styled 
“Lord God the Pope,” . . . and has been declared infallible. He demands the homage of 
all men.—Page 50. (Italics supplied.) {6BIO 319.6}  

 
The decision was Ellen White's. While there were days that she, now 83 years of age, 
found she had to rest her mind, yet she was well able to make important decisions. At one 
point, while the work on The Great Controversy was in progress, W. C. White wrote of her 
decision-making ability, an ability that was yet to serve for four more years. He had just 
returned from a trip to southern California; Elder J. A. Burden was with him, eager to seek 
counsel on some important Loma Linda matters. Note White's words: {6BIO 319.7}  
 
We found Mother quite well, and she entered heartily into a study of the questions which 
Brother Burden came to present. I was glad indeed to see that she has become sufficiently 
rested so that she can deal with these important questions in a clear and decided manner.—
WCW to C. H. Jones, Dec. 24, 1910. {6BIO 319.8}  
 
Another point, much like the one on the assumptions of the pope, related to a somewhat 
similar statement on page 261. In this case, some quoted material was deleted and the point 
was covered by words substituted by the author. Crisler explained: {6BIO 320.1}  
 

We are simply discontinuing the use of these passages because it would be quite 
impossible to prove to the world that these passages have in them all the meaning we 
have hitherto taught that they convey. Even in the passage that we were considering 
on page 261 of Controversy . . . [“'the pope can dispense above the law,”’ et cetera]. . . . 
I am not at all sure that the author of Controversy erred in its use in former editions. 
{6BIO 320.2}  
 
However, she herself recognizes the wisdom of making a substitution in this instance, 
and of avoiding the use of it in future, to prove the point under consideration. Sister 
White has based her decision on the effort that the Roman Catholic divines have made 
to show that this passage refers only to the ecclesiastical law, and has no reference 
whatever to the divine law; and also on the fact that in future our published 
utterances will be subjected to severe and unfriendly criticism. She feels very clear in 
continuing to use only such extracts as cannot be gain said by our enemies when we 
are brought into trying situations in future. {6BIO 320.3}  

 
And then Crisler went on to explain the basis of other decisions on Ellen White's part: {6BIO 
320.4}  
 

On the other hand, Sister White has not felt clear in adopting as the full authoritative 
teaching of the Roman Catholic Church some of the utterances of their apologists in 
lands where religious liberty prevails. For this reason, she has felt clear in holding to 
the wording she adopted years ago for her presentation of the doctrine of indulgences, 
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and her various references to this doctrine also, in the main, her references to 
withholding the Bible from the common people. {6BIO 320.5}  

 
I might refer to still other declarations in Controversy that have not been changed in order to 
harmonize them with the published works of certain apologists of the Church of Rome.—CCC 
to W. A. Colcord, April 9, 1911. {6BIO 320.6}  
 
E. G. White Reads and Approves Changes  
 
From time to time as the work on The Great Controversy progressed, important matters were 
taken to Ellen White for decision, and the staff at Elmshaven worked under general 
instructions from her. Finally, when the type was set and proof sheets were available from the 
publishers, a set was marked showing clearly both the old reading and the new, and these 
were submitted to her for careful reading and approval. An envelope in the White Estate 
Document File No. 85e carries the notation: “Controversy Proofs Prepared for Mrs. E. G. 
White's Inspection and Approval.” “All approved.” {6BIO 321.1}  
 
At last the work was done, a work much more demanding than was anticipated when those 
involved began in January, 1910. By early July, 1911, the book was in the binderies of Pacific 
Press and the Review and Herald. On Monday, July 17, copies of the newly published Great 
Controversy—the 1911 edition—were received at Elmshaven. It was a joyous day. {6BIO 321.2}  
 
Inspiration and the 1911 Edition of The Great Controversy 
 
To make any changes at all in the text of a book written under the inspiration of the Spirit of 
God, especially a book as widely circulated and studiously read as The Great Controversy, was 
recognized by Ellen White and the staff at Elmshaven as something that would raise 
questions in the minds of Seventh-day Adventists. There were many who, jealous for 
Ellen White and the Spirit of Prophecy, and not having thought the matter through, held, for 
all practical purposes, to a theory of verbal inspiration in the work of God's prophets. An 
action disavowing this stance was taken by the General Conference in session in 1883. But by 
1911 this was either unknown or forgotten by Adventists generally. Here is the wording: {6BIO 
322.1}  
 

We believe the light given by God to His servants is by the enlightenment of the mind, 
thus imparting the thoughts, and not (except in rare cases) the very words in which 
the ideas should be expressed.—RH, Nov. 27, 1883 (in MR, p. 65, and 3SM, p. 96). 
{6BIO 322.2}  

 
Ellen White's clear-cut statements on the point in her introduction to The Great Controversy 
in 1888 should have given guidance to Seventh-day Adventists. There were also specific 
circumstances and incidents that should have educated the church to this end. But in spite of 
all this, many still looked upon inspiration as more or less a mechanical process. {6BIO 322.3}  
 
This inaccurate view on inspiration laid the foundation for questions when the new edition of 
The Great Controversy came out. In fact, while the work was in progress, and on receiving the 
finished book in July, 1911, Ellen White joined her son in explanations of what was done and 
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why, even though there was no real reason for anyone to be disturbed by what had taken 
place. So few and minor in nature were the changes made that C. C. Crisler in discussing the 
matter wrote: {6BIO 322.4}  
 

We do not wish to make prominent anything that would indicate this is a revised and 
improved edition; it is rather, a reset edition. {6BIO 323.1}  
 
The paging has been preserved throughout the work; it is essentially the same, even if 
it is greatly improved in some respects, notably in the verification of quoted matter, 
and the insertion of new or improved illustrations and the betterment of the indexes.—
C. C. Crisler to Manager, Review and Herald, Feb. 19, 1911. {6BIO 323.2}  

 
And in the matter of dealing with questions about the work, W. C. White, on February 5, 1911, 
wrote to the manager of the Review and Herald: {6BIO 323.3}  
 

Our work of research has been difficult and expensive beyond all calculation. We do 
not regret the time nor begrudge the money. We believe that our people everywhere 
will appreciate what has been done. {6BIO 323.4}  
 
A few days ago I had a talk with Elder Haskell about this. At one time he was quite 
unreconciled to the work we were doing, supposing we were making unnecessary 
changes; but when we told him we were glad that when the moss-backs said to us, Let 
bad enough alone, we could say, It is not necessary. And when the modern critics 
said, You must make many changes to make this harmonize with modern historians, 
we could say, It is not necessary, because we find in the most trustworthy historians 
full corroboration of the positions taken in this book. {6BIO 323.5}  

 
A Review of What Was Done to the Book  
 
With this having been said, and the new printing of The Great Controversy now on the market, 
it was important to take particular note of exactly what was done in preparing the copy for the 
resetting of the type for the 1911 edition. W. C. White was in charge of the work at Elmshaven; 
he was the principal spokesman during the period of work on the book, and quite naturally 
was the one to make explanations that might be called for. {6BIO 323.6}  
 
On July 24, 1911, a few days after receiving a copy of the new book, W. C. White wrote a letter 
addressed to “Publishing House Managers,” which he repeated the next day in a letter to “Our 
General Missionary Agents” (publishing department leaders). This he later included in a 
statement read to the General Conference Committee in its Autumn Council held in 
Washington, D.C. These W. C. White letters of explanation, quoted extensively in this chapter, 
carried Ellen White's written approval. [AN AFFIDAVIT TO THIS EFFECT READS:  {6BIO 
324.1}  
 

YESTERDAY AND AGAIN THIS MORNING I HAVE READ THE LETTER WRITTEN 
BY W. C. WHITE TO OUR GENERAL MISSIONARY AGENTS, AND HIS LETTER TO 
THE MEMBERS OF OUR PUBLICATION COMMITTEE, REGARDING THE NEW 
EDITION OF GREAT CONTROVERSY. AND NOW I WISH TO SAY TO YOU THAT 
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WHAT HE HAS WRITTEN REGARDING MY WISHES, AND DECISIONS, AND 
INSTRUCTION RELATIVE TO THIS WORK IS A TRUE AND CORRECT 
STATEMENT. (SIGNED) ELLEN G. WHITE. ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA, JULY 27, 
1911 —LETTER 57, 1911.] {6BIO 324.2}  

 
Because of limitations in space only excerpts can be included in this chapter. The reader is 
urged to pursue them in full in appendix A of Selected Messages, book 3. {6BIO 324.3}  
 
After mentioning that the new book runs page for page, and each chapter begins and ends on 
the same page, he introduced the principal features: {6BIO 324.4}  
 
The most noticeable change in the new edition is the improvement in the illustrations. Each of 
the forty-two chapters, together with the preface, introduction, contents, and list of 
illustrations, has a beautiful pictorial heading; and ten new full-page illustrations have been 
introduced, to take the place of those which were least attractive. {6BIO 324.5}  
 
The thirteen appendix notes of the old edition, occupying thirteen pages, have been replaced 
by thirty-one notes occupying twelve pages. These are nearly all reference notes, intended to 
help the studious reader in finding historical proofs of the statements made in the book. 
{6BIO 324.6}  
 
The biographical notes have been omitted, and the general index has been enlarged from 
twelve to twenty-two pages, thus greatly facilitating the finding of desired passages. {6BIO 
324.7}  
 
In the body of the book, the most noticeable improvement is the introduction of historical 
references. In the old edition, over 700 Biblical references were given, but in only a few 
instances were there any historical references to the authorities quoted or referred to. In the 
new edition the reader will find more than 400 references to eighty-eight authors and 
authorities.—WCW Letter, July 24, 1911 (see also 3SM, p. 434). {6BIO 325.1}  
 
Paraphrased and Quoted Materials in The Great Controversy  
 
In this connection it should be stated that as Ellen White, in response to the biddings of the 
Spirit of God, had traced the history of the controversy down through the centuries, she had, 
as a matter of convenience, drawn quite heavily from historians, both in outline of the 
narrative and the use of words (see The Great Controversy, pp. xi, xii). At times she quoted, at 
times paraphrased, and at times depicted in her own words the events as she had witnessed 
them in vision. She and those associated with her did not consider this use of 
available materials as quoting in a manner that called for specific recognition. 
{6BIO 325.2}  
 
The same was true in dealing with the Advent Movement and the development of lines of truth 
that emerged as the result of Bible study after the 1844 disappointment. She was with the 
pioneers in their Bible study and discussions, and when they reached an impasse, God often 
spoke through her to clarify and to confirm. The resulting consensus, whether put into 
written form by J. N. Andrews, Uriah Smith, or James White, was considered 

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html


GSrrM - Daniel 8f – The Daily Extracts [2020] 

 

 

44  

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html 

common property. In expressing these truths, one frequently drew from the other. It was 
in such cases, both in historical description and doctrinal presentation, that she followed the 
course she described in her Introduction to The Great Controversy, in the second-from-the-
last paragraph. {6BIO 325.3}  
 

While quotations in the 1888 edition, made directly from historians, were used 
without specific credits, they did stand in quotation marks. It was these that, in the 
1911 edition, were traced down and properly credited. No attempt was made to find 
isolated words or phrases in paraphrased materials or those quoted only in part. Her 
explanation in the foreword sufficed in this. {6BIO 325.4}  

 
Statements Regarding the Papacy  
 
Ellen White was eager that nothing should stand in the way of gaining favorable attention of 
the Roman Catholic readers of her books. Her son explained modifications in wording to avoid 
offending the Catholic reader. {6BIO 326.1}  
 

In several places, forms of expression have been changed to avoid giving unnecessary 
offense. An example of this will be found in the change of the word “Romish” to 
“Roman” or “Roman Catholic.”—Ibid. (see also 3SM, p. 435). {6BIO 326.2}  

 
On the matter of statements that might be disputed, he also wrote noting Ellen White's assent: 
{6BIO 326.3}  
 

On pages 50, 563, 564, 580, 581, and in a few other places where there were 
statements regarding the Papacy which are strongly disputed by Roman Catholics, 
and which are difficult to prove from accessible histories, the wording in the new 
edition has been so changed that the statement falls easily within the range of 
evidence that is readily obtainable. {6BIO 326.4}  
 
Regarding these and similar passages, which might stir up bitter and unprofitable 
controversies, Mother has often said: “What I have written regarding the arrogance 
and the assumption of the Papacy is true. Much historical evidence regarding these 
matters has been designedly destroyed; nevertheless, that the book may be of the 
greatest benefit to Catholics and others, and that needless controversies may be 
avoided, it is better to have all statements regarding the assumptions of the pope and 
the claims of the Papacy stated so moderately as to be easily and clearly proved from 
accepted histories that are within the reach of our ministers and students.”—Ibid. (see 
also 3SM, p. 436). {6BIO 326.5}  

 
One matter called to the attention of the Elmshaven staff for study in the W. W. Prescott letter 
was what seemed to some to be an apparent contradiction in the chapter “A Warning 
Rejected.” The word alone was added at the top of page 383. Here is the reason for the change: 
In the 1888 Great Controversy, Ellen White consistently makes it crystal clear that the Roman 
Church is referred to in prophecy as “Babylon.” She does so on page 382, in the chapter just 
referred to, noting: {6BIO 326.6}  
 

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html


GSrrM - Daniel 8f – The Daily Extracts [2020] 

 

 

45  

http://www.danielbibleprophecy.org/index.html 

The woman, Babylon, of Revelation 17, is described as “arrayed in purple and scarlet color, 
and decked with gold and precious stones . . . and upon her forehead was a name written, 
Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots.” . . . Babylon is further declared to be “that 
great city, which reineth over the kings of the earth.” The power that for so many centuries 
maintained despotic sway over the monarchs of Christendom, is Rome. {6BIO 327.1}  
 
Next, she introduces the fallen Protestant churches, noting that Babylon is said to be “the 
mother of harlots.” {6BIO 327.2}  
 
By her daughters must be symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and 
follow her example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to form an 
unlawful alliance with the world.—Pages 382, 383. {6BIO 327.3}  
 
Then pointing out the timing of the second angel's message of Revelation 14 announcing the 
fall of Babylon, Ellen White takes the position that that message is aimed particularly at the 
“daughters,” “religious bodies that were once pure and have become corrupt,” and in a sense 
“cannot refer to the Romish Church.” But was the Roman Church exempt? Was it not 
Babylon? To remedy what seemed to some to be an inconsistency in wording, the sentence in 
question, without in any way changing the arguments put forth for the fallen state of both the 
“mother” and the “daughters,” the word alone was added, making the sentence in question 
read in the new edition: {6BIO 327.4}  
 
The message of Revelation 14, announcing the fall of Babylon, must apply to religious bodies 
that were once pure and have become corrupt. Since this message follows the warning of the 
judgment, it must be given in the last days; therefore it cannot refer to the Roman Church 
alone, for that church has been in a fallen condition for many centuries.—Page 
383. {6BIO 327.5}  
 

The addition of the word alone applies the term Babylon to both the apostate 
Christian church of many centuries, and the fallen Protestant churches of the 1840s, 
and thus does not exempt the Roman Catholic Church from the classification given to 
it both in Scripture and in her writings. {6BIO 327.6}  

 
Dores Robinson, who assisted in the work on The Great Controversy in 1911, explained what 
took place, showing Ellen White's responsibility in this matter: {6BIO 328.1}  
 
The criticism was brought to Mrs. White's attention, and in order to clarify the thought, she 
inserted the word alone, so that in the new edition it reads: “It cannot refer to the Roman 
Church alone.” Not a word is altered in what precedes, with its application to the Roman 
Church. Not a word is altered in the pages that follow in which some of the Protestant 
churches are shown to answer to the picture.—DF 85e, D. E. Robinson, in “Is It a 
Contradiction?” {6BIO 328.2}  
 
Changes Affecting the Sense  
 
In some places the wording was tightened up, making it less sweeping and more accurate or 
exact; technically the changes could be said to alter the sense, even ever so little. {6BIO 328.3}  
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On page 27, the word nearly was added, making the sentence read: {6BIO 328.4}  
 
For nearly forty years after the doom of Jerusalem had been pronounced by Christ Himself, 
the Lord delayed His judgments upon the city and the nation. {6BIO 328.5}  
 
On page 52, an explanatory phrase was added:  
 
Satan, working through unconsecrated leaders of the church, tampered with the fourth 
commandment also. {6BIO 328.6}  
 
On page 53, the modifying word many made the statement more accurate. Not each and every 
Christian followed the majority. The modified sentence reads: {6BIO 328.7}  
 
But while many God-fearing Christians were gradually led to regard Sunday as possessing a 
degree of sacredness, they still held the true Sabbath as holy of the Lord and observed it in 
obedience to the fourth commandment. {6BIO 328.8}  
 
On page 564, the modifier well-known is substituted for recent: {6BIO 329.1}  
 
A well-known writer speaks thus of the attitude of the papal hierarchy as regards freedom of 
conscience. {6BIO 329.2}  
 
Significant changes listed as affecting the sense are such as those relating to the order of the 
Jesuits on page 234. The clause, reading “cut off from every earthly tie and human interest,” 
was changed to read: “cut off from earthly ties and human interests.” {6BIO 329.3}  
 
On the next page, the word often is added, softening the statement: “But under this blameless 
exterior the most criminal and deadly purposes were often concealed.” {6BIO 329.4}  
 
Because of changing figures each year, the statement on page 287 regarding the 
accomplishments of the Bible societies was modified. In the 1888 book, it read: {6BIO 329.5}  
 
When the British Society was formed, the Bible had been printed and circulated in fifty 
tongues. It has since been translated into more than two hundred languages and dialects. By 
the efforts of Bible societies, since 1804, more than 187,000,000 copies of the Bible have been 
circulated. {6BIO 329.6}  
 
The 1911 book reads:  
 
In 1804 the British and Foreign Bible Society was organized. This was followed by similar 
organizations, with numerous branches, upon the continent of Europe. In 1816 the American 
Bible Society was founded. When the British Society was formed, the Bible had been printed 
and circulated in fifty tongues. It has since been translated into many hundreds of languages 
and dialects. (See Appendix.) {6BIO 329.7}  
 
The appendix note gives data on Bible circulation up to 1910. This could be changed in the 
future more easily than the text. {6BIO 329.8}  
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On pages 287 and 288 of the 1888 edition, after the formation of foreign mission societies are 
discussed, eight lines are devoted to mention of Carey and Judson as examples of a thrust in 
foreign mission work. For space reasons and because of some inexactness in wording, these 
were omitted in the text of the 1911 edition and an appendix note filling a full page took its 
place, reviewing the advance in foreign missions. {6BIO 329.9}  
 
On page 383, the 1888 Great Controversy carries the phrase “in a message which is yet 
future.” This was omitted in 1911, because there would come a time in history when it would 
be present and not future. The omission does no injustice to the text. In the 1888 edition the 
sentence read: {6BIO 330.1}  
 
Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation, in a message which is yet future, the 
people of God are called upon to come out of Babylon. {6BIO 330.2}  
 
In the 1911 edition the sentence reads:  
 
Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation the people of God are called upon to 
come out of Babylon. {6BIO 330.3}  
 
“The Great Bell of the Palace”  
 
One of the points called to the attention of the staff at Elmshaven, and Ellen White, in 
connection with the study of The Great Controversy was regarding St. Bartholomew's 
massacre and the bell that gave the signal. Page 272 states that it was “the great bell of the 
palace” tolling in the dead of night that was the signal for the slaughter. Among the criticisms 
and suggestions received, one reads thus: {6BIO 330.4}  
 

All the histories dealing with the French Revolution which I have been able to consult 
state that it was the original plan to toll the bell of the palace as the signal, but owing 
to special circumstances, the signal was given by the ringing of the bell of the church 
of St. Germain.—W. W. Prescott to WCW, April 26, 1910. {6BIO 330.5}  
 
An investigation by the staff at Elmshaven revealed that historians differed as to just 
which bell rang first. They found ample support for Ellen White's statement. Most 
likely in vision she had heard the tolling of a bell. For the detail, she had depended 
upon the historians. When it was learned that they differed, and that one of three bells 
might have been involved—the bell of the palace, the bell of the palace of justice, and 
the bell of the church of St. Germain, all within the distance of a city block—Ellen 
White, having no desire to settle fine historical points, modified the wording to the 
simple statement as it reads in the 1911 book: “A bell, tolling at dead of night, was a 
signal for the slaughter.” {6BIO 330.6} 
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Inspiration and Details of History  
 
This leads us to an important point as The Great Controversy is studied, namely, just how 
much of detail was opened up to Ellen White in vision. In W. C. White's 1911 
statement, one she twice read and fully approved as “a true and correct statement,” he 
explained: {6BIO 331.1}  
 

Mother has never claimed to be authority on history. The things which she has written 
out are descriptions of flashlight pictures and other representations given her 
regarding the actions of men, and the influence of these actions upon the work of God 
for the salvation of men, with views of past, present, and future history in its relation 
to this work. {6BIO 331.2}  
 
In connection with the writing out of these views, she has made use of good and clear 
historical statements to help make plain to the reader the things which she is 
endeavoring to present. When I was a mere boy, I heard her read D'Aubigne's 
History of the Reformation to my father. She read to him a large part, if 
not the whole, of the five volumes. She has read other histories of the 
Reformation. {6BIO 331.3}  

 
This has helped her to locate and describe many of the events and the movements 
presented to her in vision. This is somewhat similar to the way in which the study of 
the Bible helps her to locate and describe the many figurative representations given to 
her regarding the development of the great controversy in our day between truth and 
error.—WCW Letter, July 24, 1911 (see also 3SM, p. 437). {6BIO 331.4}  

 
In writing in 1912 to the head of the publishing department of the Southwestern Union 
Conference, he explained: {6BIO 331.5}  
 

Regarding Mother's writings and their use as authority on points of history and 
chronology, Mother has never wished our brethren to treat them as authority 
regarding the details of history or historical dates. {6BIO 331.6}  
 
The great truths revealed to Mother regarding the controversy between good and 
evil, light and darkness, have been given to her in various ways, but chiefly as 
flashlight views of great events in the lives of individuals and in the experiences of 
churches, of bands of reformers, and of nations. {6BIO 331.7}  

 
He explained further what took place in the process of writing the book: {6BIO 332.1}  
 

When writing out the chapters for Great Controversy, she sometimes gave a partial 
description of an important historical event, and when her copyist who was 
preparing the manuscripts for the printer made inquiry regarding time and place, 
Mother would say that those things are recorded by conscientious historians. Let the 
dates used by those historians be inserted. {6BIO 332.2}  
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And he emphasized the point regarding historical sources by repeating: {6BIO 332.3}  
 

When Controversy was written, Mother never thought that the readers would take it 
as authority on historical dates or use it to settle controversy regarding details of 
history, and she does not now feel that it should be used in that way. Mother regards 
with great respect the work of those faithful historians who devoted years of time to 
the study of God's great plan as presented in the prophecy, and the outworking of that 
plan as recorded in history.—WCW to W. W. Eastman, Nov. 4, 1912 (see also 3SM, 
appendix B, pp. 446, 447). (Italics supplied throughout.) {6BIO 332.4}  

 
This understanding removes any fine points of a problem in handling historical quotations, et 
cetera, in the book. Furthermore, W. C. White, in the 1911 statement approved fully by his 
mother, addressed himself specifically to the matter of verbal inspiration in his mother's 
writings. He pointed out: {6BIO 332.5}  
 

Mother has never laid claim to verbal inspiration, and I do not find that my father, or 
Elder Bates, Andrews, Smith, or Waggoner, put forth this claim. If there were verbal 
inspiration in writing her manuscripts, why should there be on her part the work of 
addition or adaptation? It is a fact that Mother often takes one of her manuscripts, 
and goes over it thoughtfully, making additions that develop the thought still 
further.—WCW Letter, July 24, 1911 (see also 3SM, p. 437).  {6BIO 332.6}  

 
The Appendix Notes 
 
Early in his July 24 letter, W. C. White, as noted earlier, explained: {6BIO 333.1}  
 
The thirteen appendix notes of the old edition, occupying thirteen pages, have been replaced 
by thirty-one notes occupying twelve pages. These are nearly all reference notes, intended to 
help the studious reader in finding historical proofs of the statements made in the book.—Ibid. 
(see also 3SM, p. 434). {6BIO 333.2}  
 
While the objective may have been primarily to give reference to authentic and helpful 
sources, some explanations were carried through into the new book. Correspondence during 
the period the book was being studied indicates an earnest desire that the reader should have 
at hand every easily available support for the important statements in the volume. W. C. 
White, in a letter written to Edward Forga on June 12, 1910, speaks of these as “notes to prove 
disputed points regarding the acts of the Papacy.” {6BIO 333.3}  
 
Many of the earlier appendix notes had to do with the Papacy and the claims of the Roman 
Church, giving references to both Catholic and Protestant works. As to “The Bible and the 
French Revolution,” a rather crucial chapter in the book, more than two pages in the appendix 
are devoted to supporting documentation for the statements made there. {6BIO 333.4}  
 
In addition to these notes, comprehensive documents supporting The Great Controversy 
presentation were prepared in the Elmshaven office, some supplied to the publishers, and of 
course, copies retained in the White Estate Document File. Clarence Crisler and his associates, 
who had gone to great pains in the work of verification of quoted materials, were eager that 
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what was done by way of revision should serve in the future should questions be raised. {6BIO 
333.5}  
 
These appendix notes were prepared, some by C. C. Crisler, some by Elder M. C. Wilcox, 
editor of Signs of the Times, and some by certain scholars called upon to assist in the work. 
Ellen White wrote none of them, but most likely read them and approved. [IN 
1950, IN CONNECTION WITH THE RESETTING OF THE TYPE FOR THE GREAT 
CONTROVERSY, THESE APPENDIX NOTES WERE AGAIN EXAMINED CAREFULLY, BY 
TWO ADVENTIST SCHOLARS. IN SOME CASES, REFERENCES TO BOOKS OUTDATED 
OR HARD TO FIND WERE REPLACED BY REFERENCES TO NEWER OR MORE 
AUTHORITATIVE WORKS.] {6BIO 333.6}  
 
Did Church Leaders and Scholars Interfere?  
 
To allay any suspicion that General Conference leaders or editors, as A. G. Daniells, W. W. 
Prescott, or M. C. Wilcox, influenced the work done at Elmshaven, W. C. White declared: 
{6BIO 334.1}  
 

Our brethren at Washington and at Mountain View have done only that which we 
requested them to do. As stated in the beginning, we took counsel with the men of the 
Publishing Department, with State canvassing agents, and with members of the 
publishing committees, not only in Washington, but in California, and I asked them to 
kindly call our attention to any passages that needed to be considered in connection 
with the resetting of the book. {6BIO 334.2}  
 
When it was pointed out that some of the historical data were questioned and 
challenged, we asked them to give us a written statement that would help us in our 
research. They did as we requested and nothing more. All decisions as to what should 
be changed, and what should be printed word for word as in the old edition, were 
made in Mother's office, by persons in her employ and working under her direction. 
Therefore, there is no occasion for anyone to say a word against the General 
Conference Committee men or the literary men at Washington, or against the book, 
because of anything done by the brethren in Washington or elsewhere in connection 
with this work.—Ibid. (see also 3SM, pp. 439, 440). (Italics supplied.) {6BIO 334.3}  

 
He also stated:  
 

If you hear reports that some of the work done on this latest edition was done 
contrary to Mother's wish or without her knowledge, you can be sure that such 
reports are false, and unworthy of consideration.—Ibid. (see also 3SM, p. 436). {6BIO 
334.4}  
 
The people working at Elmshaven—Ellen White and her staff—were grateful for the 
suggestions that at their request came to them. These, as they related to the handling 
of quotations, the including of wording that would not offend, and the bringing about 
of more precision in statement, were welcomed and helped to make the new edition of 
The Great Controversy a more attractive and useful book. The few suggestions that 
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questioned prophetic dates, prophetic applications, and doctrine were turned down. 
Ellen White was adamant on points of this character. {6BIO 334.5}  
 
“In a few places where ambiguous or misleading terms have been used, Mother has 
authorized a changed reading,” wrote W. C. White, “but she protests against any 
change in the argument or subject matter of the book.”—DF 83b, WCW to AGD, June 
20, 1910. {6BIO 335.1}  

 
E. G. White Authority to Change Her Published Writings 
 
W. C. White wrote of Ellen White's authority in making changes:  
 

A study of these changes may lead some to ask the question, “Has Sister White the 
authority and right to make changes in her published writings, either by addition, or 
by omission, or by any change whatever in the forms of expression, the manner of 
description, or the plan of the argument?” . . . {6BIO 335.2}  
 
It is generally admitted that in Sister White's discourses, spoken to the people, she 
uses great freedom and wisdom in the selection of proofs and illustrations, to make 
plain and forcible her presentation of the truths revealed to her in vision. Also, that 
she selects such facts and arguments as are adapted to the audience to whom she is 
speaking. This is essential to the attainment of the best results from her discourses. 
{6BIO 335.3}  
 
And she has always felt and taught that it was her duty to use the same wisdom in the 
selection of matter for her books that she does in the selection of matter for her 
discourses.—WCW Letter, July 25, 1911 (see also 3SM, p. 441). {6BIO 335.4}  
 
When the new book came out, she took great pleasure in looking over and rereading 
it. Said W. C. White, “She was glad that the work we have done to make this edition as 
perfect as possible was completed while she was living and could direct in what was 
done.”—Ibid., July 24, 1911 (see also 3SM, p. 437). {6BIO 335.5}  

 
Ellen White's Letter of Approval  
 
After receiving and reading large portions of the new printing of The Great Controversy, and 
after reading W. C. White's letters of explanation dated July 24 and 25, Ellen White wrote to 
Elder F.M. Wilcox, president of the Review and Herald board and editor of the general church 
paper, the Review and Herald: {6BIO 335.6}  
 
Sanitarium, California 
July 25, 1911 
 

Dear Brother Wilcox:  
A few days ago, I received a copy of the new edition of the book Great Controversy, 
recently printed at Mountain View, and also a similar copy printed at Washington. 
The book pleases me. I have spent many hours looking through its pages, and I see 
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that the publishing houses have done good work. {6BIO 336.1}  
 
The book Great Controversy I appreciate above silver or gold, and I greatly desire 
that it shall come before the people. While writing the manuscript of Great 
Controversy, I was often conscious of the presence of the angels of God. And many 
times the scenes about which I was writing were presented to me anew in visions of 
the night, so that they were fresh and vivid in my mind. {6BIO 336.2}  
 
Recently it was necessary for this book to be reset, because the electrotype plates were 
badly worn. It has cost me much to have this done, but I do not complain; for 
whatever the cost may be, I regard this new edition with great satisfaction. {6BIO 
336.3}  
 
Yesterday I read what W. C. White has recently written to canvassing agents and 
responsible men at our publishing houses regarding this latest edition of Great 
Controversy, and I think he has presented the matter correctly and well. {6BIO 336.4}  
 
When I learned that Great Controversy must be reset, I determined that we would 
have everything closely examined, to see if the truths it contained were stated in the 
very best manner, to convince those not of our faith that the Lord had guided and 
sustained me in the writing of its pages. {6BIO 336.5}  
 
As a result of the thorough examination by our most experienced workers, some 
changing in the wording has been proposed. These changes I have carefully 
examined, and approved. I am thankful that my life has been spared, and that I have 
strength and clearness of mind for this and other literary work.  
 
(Signed) Ellen G. White.  
—Letter 56, 1911. {6BIO 336.6}  

 
And so The Great Controversy, the book Ellen White treasured “above silver or gold” and for 
which she wished a wider circulation “than for any others” she had written, (CM, p. 127), was 
now launched on its renewed and ever-widening mission. With the knowledge of what was 
done in its preparation and of Ellen White's close supervision in the work, the new printing 
was received with enthusiasm. {6BIO 337.1}  
 

Some who had entertained concepts of verbal inspiration were perplexed, 
and there was just a little grumbling. Ellen White's own statement on 
inspiration in her introduction to the 1888 book proved most helpful. 
Criticism soon faded. And the book Seventh-day Adventists knew God had 
inspired her to write, with its historical quotations, continued to serve in 
reminding them of their history, of God's providence, and of great events 
yet to take place. {6BIO 337.2}  

 
As the work of the church was broadening to take in many countries and many languages, 
steps were taken to translate the new book so that the peoples of many tongues might read. 
One of the first was the Spanish, undertaken almost immediately. As this work was entered 
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upon, it was observed that no place had been given to the reformation in Spain. As counsel 
was taken with Ellen White, it was decided it would be well if in the Spanish printing, a 
supplementary chapter compiled by competent writers could be added. Thus, the Spanish 
Great Controversy carries forty-three chapters in place of the forty-two in other printings. 
Chapter thirteen in that book, titled “The Awakening in Spain,” is clearly designated as a work 
of “collaboration” and has a footnote stating: {6BIO 337.3}  
 
This chapter was compiled by C. C. Crisler and H. H. Hall, and was inserted in this book with 
the approval of the author.—Page 252. {6BIO 337.4}  
 
The chapter has been much appreciated, and no confusion has resulted. {6BIO 337.5} 
 
We decided to include this information that seems not related to this topic for better 
understanding on how to settle Bible questions with EGW materials. After all has been said 
and done, EGW materials are to be read in larger perspective of thought inspiration rather 
than verbal inspiration. When controversies have to settled, Bible should take precedence and 
Christ has to be seen in the centre of the main theme. Forcing a meaning to her writings will 
only cause fragmentation rather than unity. This is the reason EGW never gave approval for 
her materials to be used on settling the daily issue. When The Great Controversy was reset and 
some brethren wanted it to be adjusted to fit their views of their espoused exposition on the 
daily, she disapproved it whether from pagan or Christ camp. She approaches Daniel 8 with 
more emphasis on Jesus than the controversies that plagues the chapter. The theme of 
Christocentric approach to any Bible passage is key to unlocking the most difficult verses in 
the Bible. Same as Daniel, Revelation focus is the lamb defeating the other ferocious beast. 
This should be our central focus. 

Blessings 
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