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The Sabbath and the Change

Sabbath was first described in the Biblical account of the seventh day of Creation (Gen. 2:2-3).
Observation and remembrance of Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments (the fourth in the
Eastern Orthodox and most Protestant traditions, the third in Roman Catholic and Lutheran
traditions). Most people who observe first-day or seventh-day Sabbath regard it as having been
instituted as a "perpetual covenant [for] the people of Israel" and proselytes (Ex. 31:13-17, Ex.
23:12, Deut. 5:13-14), a sign in respect for the day during which God rested after having completed
Creation in six days (Gen. 2:2-3, Ex. 20:8-11).[citation needed]

In the New Testament, Jesus debates the Jews about the topic of Sabbath observance and declares
that the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath (e.g., Mk. 2:23-28). Early Jewish Christians such as Paul
of Tarsus visit the synagogue on Sabbath. (Acts 13:13-14). The New Testament epistles contain
Sabbath teachings interpreted variously by Christians as affirming seventh-day rest, first-day
worship, and/or freedom from legalistic requirements to observe days.
Roman Catholicism

 Samuele Bacchiocchi has argued that Sunday worship was introduced in Rome in the 2nd
century, and was later enforced throughout the Christian church as a substitution for Sabbath
worship.

On 7 March AD 321, the Roman Emperor Constantine issued a decree making Sunday a day of rest
from labor stating:

“All judges and city people and the craftsmen shall rest upon the venerable day of the sun. Country
people, however, may freely attend to the cultivation of the fields, because it frequently happens that
no other days are better adapted for planting the grain in the furrows or the vines in trenches. So that
the advantage given by heavenly providence may not for the occasion of a short time perish.
— Joseph Cullen Ayer, A Source Book for Ancient Church History”

Sunday worship
Early observance of Sunday is attested in patristic writings of the 2nd century. These writers and
approximate dates include Ignatius of Antioch (107), Bardaisan (154), Irenaeus (178), Cyprian
(200), Victorinus of Petovio (280), and Eusebius of Caesarea (324). "The churches that were under
the rule of the papacy were early compelled to honour the Sunday as a holy day. Amid the prevailing
error and superstition, many, even of the true people of God, became so bewildered that while they
observed the Sabbath, they refrained from labour also on the Sunday. But this did not satisfy the
papal leaders. They demanded not only that Sunday be hallowed, but that the Sabbath be profaned;
and they denounced in the strongest language those who dared to show it honour. It was only by
fleeing from the power of Rome that any could obey God's law in peace."

— Joseph Cullen Ayer, A Source Book for Ancient Church History

In 1998 Pope John Paul II wrote an apostolic letter Dies Domini, "on keeping the Lord's day holy".
He encourages Catholics to remember the importance of keeping Sunday holy, urging that it not lose
its meaning by being blended with a frivolous "weekend" mentality.
In the Western Catholic Church, "Sabbath" is a synonym of "Lord's Day" (Sunday), which is kept in
commemoration of the resurrection of Christ, and celebrated with the Eucharist (Catholic Catechism
2177). It is also the day of rest. Lord's Day is considered both the first day and the "eighth day" of
the seven-day week, symbolizing both first creation and new creation (2174). Roman Catholics view
the first day as a day for assembly for worship (2178, Heb. 10:25), but consider a day of rigorous
rest not obligatory on Christians (Rom. 14:5, Col. 2:16). Catholics count the prohibition of servile
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work as transferred from seventh-day Sabbath to Sunday (2175-6), but do not hinder participation in
"ordinary and innocent occupations"

Cardinal Gibbons affirmed Sunday Sabbath as a sign of the Roman Catholic Church's sufficiency as
guide:

Now the Scriptures alone do not contain all the truths which a Christian is bound to believe, nor do
they explicitly enjoin all the duties which he is obliged to practice. Not to mention other examples, is
not every Christian obliged to sanctify Sunday and to abstain on that day from unnecessary servile
work? Is not the observance of this law among the most prominent of our sacred duties? But you
may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing the
sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day which
we never sanctify.
— Faith of Our Fathers, Cardinal Gibbons, p. 72 [3

Lutheranism

Lutheran founder Martin Luther stated "I wonder exceedingly how it came to be imputed to me that
I should reject the law of Ten Commandments...Whosoever abrogates the law must of necessity
abrogate sin also." The Lutheran Augsburg Confession states "They (Roman Catholics) allege the
change of the Sabbath into the Lord's day, as it seemeth, to the Decalogue (the ten commandments);
and they have no example more in their mouths than they change of the Sabbath. They will needs
have the Church's power to be very great, because it hath dispensed with the precept of the
Decalogue." Lutheran church historian Augustus Neander[] states "The festival of Sunday, like all
other festivals, was always only a human ordinance".[]
On 7 March AD 321, the Roman Emperor Constantine issued a decree making Sunday a day of rest
from labor stating:

All judges and city people and the craftsmen shall rest upon the venerable day of the sun. Country
people, however, may freely attend to the cultivation of the fields, because it frequently happens that
no other days are better adapted for planting the grain in the furrows or the vines in trenches. So that
the advantage given by heavenly providence may not for the occasion of a short time perish.

And brethren as we can all see, this excerpt is not only compiled by Seventh Day Adventists but by
All great theologians that existed. Lets strive to grow to maturity and leave doubts aside. If the
Roman Catholic things that its fooling us into deception then even itself its not the Church of God
because it should lead people into truth. The only thing i know is that this is the time of sifting and
everyone should be serious with what they are doing because we don't have time left for doubts.
Revelation 22:10, 11. 2 Timothy 2:23, Titus 3:9, 1Timothy 1:4; 4:7; 6:4; 2Timothy 2:16;

The Sabbath Apostasy

    It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil government, and this prepared
the way for the development of the papacy--the beast. Said Paul: "There" shall "come a falling away,
. . . and that man of sin be
                                                                           444
revealed." 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the church will prepare the way for the image to the
beast.  {GC 443.4}
     The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a state of religious
declension similar to that in the first centuries. "In the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
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God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 2 Timothy 3:1-5. "Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils." 1 Timothy 4:1. Satan will work "with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." And all that "received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved," will be left to accept "strong delusion, that they should believe a
lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. When this state of ungodliness shall be reached, the same results will
follow as in the first centuries.  {GC 444.1}
     The wide diversity of belief in the Protestant churches is regarded by many as decisive proof that
no effort to secure a forced uniformity can ever be made. But there has been for years, in churches of
the Protestant faith, a strong and growing sentiment in favor of a union based upon common points
of doctrine. To secure such a union, the discussion of subjects upon which all were not agreed--
however important they might be from a Bible standpoint--must necessarily be waived.  {GC 444.2}
     Charles Beecher, in a sermon in the year 1846, declared that the ministry of "the evangelical
Protestant denominations" is "not only formed all the way up under a tremendous pressure of merely
human fear, but they live, and move, and breathe in a state of things radically corrupt, and appealing
every hour to every baser element of their nature to hush up
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the truth, and bow the knee to the power of apostasy. Was not this the way things went with Rome?
Are we not living her life over again? And what do we see just ahead?  Another general council! A
world's convention! Evangelical alliance, and universal creed!"--Sermon on "The Bible a Sufficient
Creed," delivered at Fort Wayne, Indiana, Feb. 22, 1846. When this shall be gained, then, in the
effort to secure complete uniformity, it will be only a step to the resort to force.  {GC 444.3}
     When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held
by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions,
then Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of
civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result.  {GC 445.1}
     The beast with two horns "causeth [commands] all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell,
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation 13:16,
17. The third angel's warning is: "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark
in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God." "The beast"
mentioned in this message, whose worship is enforced by the two-horned beast, is the first, or
leopardlike beast of Revelation 13 -- the papacy. The "image to the beast" represents that form of
apostate Protestantism which will be developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the aid of
the civil power for the enforcement of their dogmas. The "mark of the beast" still remains to be
defined.  {GC 445.2}
     After the warning against the worship of the beast and his image the prophecy declares: "Here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." Since those who keep God's
commandments are thus placed in contrast with those that worship the beast and his image and
receive his mark, it follows that the keeping of God's law, on the
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one hand, and its violation, on the other, will make the distinction between the worshipers of God
and the worshipers of the beast.  {GC 445.3}
     The special characteristic of the beast, and therefore of his image, is the breaking of God's
commandments. Says Daniel, of the little horn, the papacy: "He shall think to change times and the
law." Daniel 7:25, R.V. And Paul styled the same power the "man of sin," who was to exalt himself
above God. One prophecy is a complement of the other. Only by changing God's law could the
papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus changed would
be giving supreme honor to that power by which the change was made. Such an act of obedience to
papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the place of God.  {GC 446.1}
     The papacy has attempted to change the law of God. The second commandment, forbidding
image worship, has been dropped from the law, and the fourth commandment has been so changed
as to authorize the observance of the first instead of the seventh day as the Sabbath. But papists urge,
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as a reason for omitting the second commandment, that it is unnecessary, being included in the first,
and that they are giving the law exactly as God designed it to be understood. This cannot be the
change foretold by the prophet. An intentional, deliberate change is presented: "He shall think to
change the times and the law." The change in the fourth commandment exactly fulfills the prophecy.
For this the only authority claimed is that of the church. Here the papal power openly sets itself
above God.  {GC 446.2}
     While the worshipers of God will be especially distinguished by their regard for the fourth
commandment,--since this is the sign of His creative power and the witness to His claim upon man's
reverence and homage,--the worshipers of the beast will be distinguished by their efforts to tear
down the Creator's memorial, to exalt the institution of Rome. It was in behalf of the Sunday that
popery first asserted its
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arrogant claims (see Appendix); and its first resort to the power of the state was to compel the
observance of Sunday as "the Lord's day." But the Bible points to the seventh day, and not to the
first, as the Lord's day. Said Christ: "The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." The fourth
commandment declares: "The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord." And by the prophet Isaiah the
Lord designates it: "My holy day." Mark 2:28; Isaiah 58:13.  {GC 446.3}
     The claim so often put forth that Christ changed the Sabbath is disproved by His own words. In
His Sermon on the Mount He said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one
of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven," Matthew 5:17-19.  {GC 447.1}
     It is a fact generally admitted by Protestants that the Scriptures give no authority for the change of
the Sabbath. This is plainly stated in publications issued by the American Tract Society and the
American Sunday School Union. One of these works acknowledges "the complete silence of the
New Testament so far as any explicit command for the Sabbath [Sunday, the first day of the week]
or definite rules for its observance are concerned."--George Elliott, The Abiding Sabbath, page 184.
{GC 447.2}
     Another says: "Up to the time of Christ's death, no change had been made in the day;" and, "so
far as the record shows, they [the apostles] did not . . . give any explicit command enjoining the
abandonment of the seventh-day Sabbath, and its observance on the first day of the week."--A. E.
Waffle, The Lord's Day, pages 186-188.  {GC 447.3}
     Roman Catholics acknowledge that the change of the Sabbath was made by their church, and
declare that Protestants
                                                                           448
by observing the Sunday are recognizing her power. In the Catholic Catechism of Christian Religion,
in answer to a question as to the day to be observed in obedience to the fourth commandment, this
statement is made: "During the old law, Saturday was the day sanctified; but the church, instructed
by Jesus Christ, and directed by the Spirit of God, has substituted Sunday for Saturday; so now we
sanctify the first, not the seventh day. Sunday means, and now is, the day of the Lord."  {GC 447.4}
     As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church, papist writers cite "the very act of changing
the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of; . . . because by keeping Sunday, they
acknowledge the church's power to ordain feasts, and to command them under sin."--Henry
Tuberville, An Abridgment of the Christian Doctrine, page 58. What then is the change of the
Sabbath, but the sign, or mark, of the authority of the Roman Church--"the mark of the beast"?  {GC
448.1}
     The Roman Church has not relinquished her claim to supremacy; and when the world and the
Protestant churches accept a sabbath of her creating, while they reject the Bible Sabbath, they
virtually admit this assumption. They may claim the authority of tradition and of the Fathers for the
change; but in so doing they ignore the very principle which separates them from Rome--that "the
Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants." The papist can see that they are deceiving
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themselves, willingly closing their eyes to the facts in the case. As the movement for Sunday
enforcement gains favor, he rejoices, feeling assured that it will eventually bring the whole
Protestant world under the banner of Rome.  {GC 448.2}
     Romanists declare that "the observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in
spite of themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic] Church."--Mgr. Segur, Plain Talk About the
Protestantism of Today, page 213. The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on the part of Protestant
churches is an enforcement of the worship of the papacy--of the beast. Those who, understanding the
claims of the fourth
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commandment, choose to observe the false instead of the true Sabbath are thereby paying homage to
that power by which alone it is commanded. But in the very act of enforcing a religious duty by
secular power, the churches would themselves form an image to the beast; hence the enforcement of
Sundaykeeping in the United States would be an enforcement of the worship of the beast and his
image.  {GC 448.3}
     But Christians of past generations observed the Sunday, supposing that in so doing they were
keeping the Bible Sabbath; and there are now true Christians in every church, not excepting the
Roman Catholic communion, who honestly believe that Sunday is the Sabbath of divine
appointment. God accepts their sincerity of purpose and their integrity before Him. But when
Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world shall be enlightened concerning the
obligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress the command of God, to obey a precept
which has no higher authority than that of Rome, will thereby honor popery above God. He is paying
homage to Rome and to the power which enforces the institution ordained by Rome. He is
worshiping the beast and his image. As men then reject the institution which God has declared to be
the sign of His authority, and honor in its stead that which Rome has chosen as the token of her
supremacy, they will thereby accept the sign of allegiance to Rome--"the mark of the beast." And it
is not until the issue is thus plainly set before the people, and they are brought to choose between the
commandments of God and the commandments of men, that those who continue in transgression
will receive "the mark of the beast."  {GC 449.1}
     The most fearful threatening ever addressed to mortals is contained in the third angel's message.
That must be a terrible sin which calls down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. Men are not to
be left in darkness concerning this important matter; the warning against this sin is to be given to the
world before the visitation of God's judgments, that all may know why they are to be inflicted, and
have
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opportunity to escape them. Prophecy declares that the first angel would make his announcement to
"every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people." The warning of the third angel, which forms a
part of the same threefold message, is to be no less widespread. It is represented in the prophecy as
being proclaimed with a loud voice, by an angel flying in the midst of heaven; and it will command
the attention of the world.  {GC 449.2}
     In the issue of the contest all Christendom will be divided into two great classes--those who keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the beast and his image
and receive his mark. Although church and state will unite their power to compel "all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond" (Revelation 13:16), to receive "the mark of the beast," yet the
people of God will not receive it. The prophet of Patmos beholds "them that had gotten the victory
over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the
sea of glass, having the harps of God" and singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2,
3.  {GC 450.1}

Chap. 26 - A Work of Reform

     The work of Sabbath reform to be accomplished in the last days is foretold in the prophecy of
Isaiah: "Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for My salvation is near to come, and
My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth
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hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil."
"The sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the
Lord, to be His servants, everyone that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of My
covenant; even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of
prayer." Isaiah 56:1, 2, 6, 7.  {GC 451.1}
     These words apply in the Christian age, as shown by the context: "The Lord God which gathereth
the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him."
Verse 8. Here is foreshadowed the gathering in of the Gentiles by the gospel. And upon those who
then honor the Sabbath, a blessing is pronounced. Thus the obligation of the fourth commandment
extends past the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, to the time when His servants
should preach to all nations the message of glad tidings.
                                                                           452
 {GC 451.2}
     The Lord commands by the same prophet: "Bind up the testimony, seal the law among My
disciples." Isaiah 8:16. The seal of God's law is found in the fourth commandment. This only, of all
the ten, brings to view both the name and the title of the Lawgiver. It declares Him to be the Creator
of the heavens and the earth, and thus shows His claim to reverence and worship above all others.
Aside from this precept, there is nothing in the Decalogue to show by whose authority the law is
given. When the Sabbath was changed by the papal power, the seal was taken from the law. The
disciples of Jesus are called upon to restore it by exalting the Sabbath of the fourth commandment to
its rightful position as the Creator's memorial and the sign of His authority.  {GC 452.1}
     "To the law and to the testimony." While conflicting  doctrines and theories abound, the law of
God is the one unerring rule by which all opinions, doctrines, and theories are to be tested. Says the
prophet: "If they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Verse 20.
{GC 452.2}
     Again, the command is given: "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show
My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins." It is not the wicked world, but
those whom the Lord designates as "my people," that are to be reproved for their transgressions. He
declares further: "Yet they seek Me daily, and delight to know My ways, as a nation that did
righteousness, and  forsook not the ordinance of their God." Isaiah 58:1, 2. Here is brought to view a
class who think themselves righteous and appear to manifest great interest in the service of God; but
the stern and solemn rebuke of the Searcher of hearts proves them to be trampling upon the divine
precepts.  {GC 452.3}

  The prophet thus points out the ordinance which has been forsaken: "Thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of
paths to dwell in. If thou turn away
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thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord." Verses 12-
14. This prophecy also applies in our time. The breach was made in the law of God when the
Sabbath was changed by the Roman power. But the time has come for that divine institution to be
restored. The breach is to be repaired and the foundation of many generations to be raised up.  {GC
452.4}
     Hallowed by the Creator's rest and blessing, the Sabbath was kept by Adam in his innocence in
holy Eden; by Adam, fallen yet repentant, when he was driven from his happy estate. It was kept by
all the patriarchs, from Abel to righteous Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob. When the chosen people were
in bondage in Egypt, many, in the midst of prevailing idolatry, lost their knowledge of God's law;
but when the Lord delivered Israel, He proclaimed His law in awful grandeur to the assembled
multitude, that they might know His will and fear and obey Him forever.  {GC 453.1}
     From that day to the present the knowledge of God's law has been preserved in the earth, and the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been kept. Though the "man of sin" succeeded in trampling
underfoot God's holy day, yet even in the period of his supremacy there were, hidden in secret
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places, faithful souls who paid it honor. Since the Reformation, there have been some in every
generation to maintain its observance. Though often in the midst of reproach and persecution, a
constant testimony has been borne to the perpetuity of the law of God and the sacred obligation of
the creation Sabbath.  {GC 453.2}
     These truths, as presented in Revelation 14 in connection with "the everlasting gospel," will
distinguish the church of Christ at the time of His appearing. For as the result of the
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threefold message it is announced: "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus." And this message is the last to be given before the coming of the Lord. Immediately
following its proclamation the Son of man is seen by the prophet, coming in glory to reap the harvest
of the earth.  {GC 453.3}
     Those who received the light concerning the sanctuary and the immutability of the law of God
were filled with joy and wonder as they saw the beauty and harmony of the system of truth that
opened to their understanding. They desired that the light which appeared to them so precious might
be imparted to all Christians; and they could not but believe that it would be joyfully accepted. But
truths that would place them at variance with the world were not welcome to many who claimed to
be followers of Christ. Obedience to the fourth commandment required a sacrifice from which the
majority drew back.  {GC 454.1}
     As the claims of the Sabbath were presented, many reasoned from the worldling's standpoint.
Said they: "We have always kept Sunday, our fathers kept it, and many good and pious men have
died happy while keeping it. If they were right, so are we. The keeping of this new Sabbath would
throw us out of harmony with the world, and we would have no influence over them. What can a
little company keeping the seventh day hope to accomplish against all the world who are keeping
Sunday?" It was by similar arguments that the Jews endeavored to justify their rejection of Christ.
Their fathers had been accepted of God in presenting the sacrificial offerings, and why could not the
children find salvation in pursuing the same course? So, in the time of Luther, papists reasoned that
true Christians had died in the Catholic faith, and therefore that religion was sufficient for salvation.
Such reasoning would prove an effectual barrier to all advancement in religious faith or practice.
{GC 454.2}
     Many urged that Sundaykeeping had been an established doctrine and a widespread custom of the
church for many
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centuries. Against this argument it was shown that the Sabbath and its observance were more ancient
and widespread, even as old as the world itself, and bearing the sanction both of angels and of God.
When the foundations of the earth were laid, when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy, then was laid the foundation of the Sabbath. Job 38:6, 7; Genesis 2:1-3. Well
may this institution demand our reverence; it was ordained by no human authority and rests upon no
human traditions; it was established by the Ancient of Days and commanded by His eternal word.
{GC 454.3}

   As the attention of the people was called to the subject of Sabbath reform, popular ministers
perverted the word of God, placing such interpretations upon its testimony as would best quiet
inquiring minds. And those who did not search the Scriptures for themselves were content to accept
conclusions that were in accordance with their desires. By argument, sophistry, the traditions of the
Fathers, and the authority of the church, many endeavored to overthrow the truth. Its advocates were
driven to their Bibles to defend the validity of the fourth commandment. Humble men, armed with
the word of truth alone, withstood the attacks of men of learning, who, with surprise and anger,
found their eloquent sophistry powerless against the simple, straightforward reasoning of men who
were versed in the Scriptures rather than in the subtleties of the schools.  {GC 455.1}
     In the absence of Bible testimony in their favor, many with unwearying persistence urged--
forgetting how the same reasoning had been employed against Christ and His apostles: "Why do not
our great men understand this Sabbath question? But few believe as you do. It cannot be that you are
right and that all the men of learning in the world are wrong."  {GC 455.2}
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     To refute such arguments it was needful only to cite the teachings of the Scriptures and the
history of the Lord's dealings with His people in all ages. God works through
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those who hear and obey His voice, those who will, if need be, speak unpalatable truths, those who
do not fear to reprove popular sins. The reason why He does not oftener choose men of learning and
high position to lead out in reform movements is that they trust to their creeds, theories, and
theological systems, and feel no need to be taught of God. Only those who have a personal
connection with the Source of wisdom are able to understand or explain the Scriptures. Men who
have little of the learning of the schools are sometimes called to declare the truth, not because they
are unlearned, but because they are not too self-sufficient to be taught of God. They learn in the
school of Christ, and their humility and obedience make them great. In committing to them a
knowledge of His truth, God confers upon them an honor, in comparison with which earthly honor
and human greatness sink into insignificance.  {GC 455.3}
     The majority of Adventists rejected the truths concerning the sanctuary and the law of God, and
many also renounced their faith in the advent movement and adopted unsound and conflicting views
of the prophecies which applied to that work. Some were led into the error of repeatedly fixing upon
a definite time for the coming of Christ. The light which was now shining on the subject of the
sanctuary should have shown them that no prophetic period extends to the second advent; that the
exact time of this advent is not foretold. But, turning from the light, they continued to set time after
time for the Lord to come, and as often they were disappointed.  {GC 456.1}
     When the Thessalonian church received erroneous views concerning the coming of Christ, the
apostle Paul counseled them to test their hopes and anticipations carefully by the word of God. He
cited them to prophecies revealing the events to take place before Christ should come, and showed
that they had no ground to expect Him in their day. "Let no man deceive you by any means" (2
Thessalonians 2:3), are his words of warning. Should they indulge expectations that were not
sanctioned by the Scriptures, they would be led to
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a mistaken course of action; disappointment would expose them to the derision of unbelievers, and
they would be in danger of yielding to discouragement and would be tempted to doubt the truths
essential for their salvation. The apostle's admonition to the Thessalonians contains an important
lesson for those who live in the last days. Many Adventists have felt that unless they could fix their
faith upon a definite time for the Lord's coming, they could not be zealous and diligent in the work
of preparation. But as their hopes are again and again excited, only to be destroyed, their faith
receives such a shock that it becomes well-nigh impossible for them to be impressed by the great
truths of prophecy.  {GC 456.2}
     The preaching of a definite time for the judgment, in the giving of the first message, was ordered
by God. The computation of the prophetic periods on which that message was based, placing the
close of the 2300 days in the autumn of 1844, stands without impeachment. The repeated efforts to
find new dates for the beginning and close of the prophetic periods, and the unsound reasoning
necessary to sustain these positions, not only lead minds away from the present truth, but throw
contempt upon all efforts to explain the prophecies. The more frequently a definite time is set for the
second advent, and the more widely it is taught, the better it suits the purposes of Satan. After the
time has passed, he excites ridicule and contempt of its advocates, and thus casts reproach upon the
great advent movement of 1843 and 1844. Those who persist in this error will at last fix upon a date
too far in the future for the coming of Christ. Thus they will be led to rest in a false security, and
many will not be undeceived until it is too late.  {GC 457.1}
     The history of ancient Israel is a striking illustration of the past experience of the Adventist body.
God led His people in the advent movement, even as He led the children of Israel from Egypt. In the
great disappointment their faith was tested as was that of the Hebrews at the Red Sea. Had they still
trusted to the guiding hand that had been with them in
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their past experience, they would have seen the salvation of God. If all who had labored unitedly in
the work in 1844, had received the third angel's message and proclaimed it in the power of the Holy
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Spirit, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts. A flood of light would have been
shed upon the world. Years ago the inhabitants of the earth would have been warned, the closing
work completed, and Christ would have come for the redemption of His people.  {GC 457.2}
     It was not the will of God that Israel should wander forty years in the wilderness; He desired to
lead them directly to the land of Canaan and establish them there, a holy, happy people. But "they
could not enter in because of unbelief." Hebrews 3:19. Because of their backsliding and apostasy
they perished in the desert, and others were raised up to enter the Promised Land. In like manner, it
was not the will of God that the coming of Christ should be so long delayed and His people should
remain so many years in this world of sin and sorrow. But unbelief separated them from God. As
they refused to do the work which He had appointed them, others were raised up to proclaim the
message. In mercy to the world, Jesus delays His coming, that sinners may have an opportunity to
hear the warning and find in Him a shelter before the wrath of God shall be poured out.  {GC 458.1}
     Now as in former ages, the presentation of a truth that reproves the sins and errors of the times
will excite opposition. "Everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved." John 3:20. As men see that they cannot maintain their position by the
Scriptures, many determine to maintain it at all hazards, and with a malicious spirit they assail the
character and motives of those who stand in defense of unpopular truth. It is the same policy which
has been pursued in all ages. Elijah was declared to be a troubler in Israel, Jeremiah a traitor, Paul a
polluter of the temple. From that day to this, those who would be loyal to truth have been denounced
as seditious,
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heretical, or schismatic. Multitudes who are too unbelieving to accept the sure word of prophecy will
receive with unquestioning credulity an accusation against those who dare to reprove fashionable
sins. This spirit will increase more and more. And the Bible plainly teaches that a time is
approaching when the laws of the state will so conflict with the law of God that whosoever would
obey all the divine precepts must brave reproach and punishment as an evildoer.  {GC 458.2}
     In view of this, what is the duty of the messenger of truth? Shall he conclude that the truth ought
not to be presented, since often its only effect is to arouse men to evade or resist its claims? No; he
has no more reason for withholding the testimony of God's word, because it excites opposition, than
had earlier Reformers. The confession of faith made by saints and martyrs was recorded for the
benefit of succeeding generations. Those living examples of holiness and steadfast integrity have
come down to inspire courage in those who are now called to stand as witnesses for God. They
received grace and truth, not for themselves alone, but that, through them, the knowledge of God
might enlighten the earth. Has God given light to His servants in this generation? Then they should
let it shine forth to the world.  {GC 459.1}
     Anciently the Lord declared to one who spoke in His name: "The house of Israel will not hearken
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto Me." Nevertheless He said: "Thou shalt speak My words
unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear." Ezekiel 3:7; 2:7. To the servant of
God at this time is the command addressed: "Lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My people
their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins."  {GC 459.2}
     So far as his opportunities extend, everyone who has received the light of truth is under the same
solemn and fearful responsibility as was the prophet of Israel, to whom the word of the Lord came,
saying: "Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear
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the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou
shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his
way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast
delivered thy soul." Ezekiel 33:7-9.  {GC 459.3}
     The great obstacle both to the acceptance and to the promulgation of truth is the fact that it
involves inconvenience and reproach. This is the only argument against the truth which its advocates
have never been able to refute. But this does not deter the true followers of Christ. These do not wait
for truth to become popular. Being convinced of their duty, they deliberately accept the cross, with
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the apostle Paul counting that "our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;" with one of old, "esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." 2 Corinthians 4:17; Hebrews 11:26.  {GC 460.1}
     Whatever may be their profession, it is only those who are world servers at heart that act from
policy rather than principle in religious things. We should choose the right because it is right, and
leave consequences with God. To men of principle, faith, and daring, the world is indebted for its
great reforms. By such men the work of reform for this time must be carried forward.  {GC 460.2}
     Thus saith the Lord: "Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is
My law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall
eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but My righteousness shall be
forever, and My salvation from generation to generation." Isaiah 51:7, 8.  {GC 460.3}


