
The Nature of Christ RE-EXAMINED  

 

Think of Christ's humiliation. He took upon himself fallen, suffering human nature, degraded and defiled by sin. He 

took our sorrows, bearing our grief and shame. He endured all the temptations wherewith man is beset. He united 

humanity with divinity: a divine spirit dwelt in a temple of flesh. He united himself with the temple. "The Word was 

made flesh, and dwelt among us," because by so doing he could associate with the sinful, sorrowing sons and 

daughters of Adam.  {YI, December 20, 1900 par. 7} 

 

Christ's perfect humanity is the same that man may have through connection with Christ. As God, Christ could not 

be tempted any more than He was not tempted from His allegiance in heaven. But as Christ humbled Himself to the 

nature of man, He could be tempted. He had not taken on Him even the nature of the angels, but humanity, perfectly 

identical with our own nature, except without the taint of sin. A human body, a human mind, with all the peculiar 

properties, He was bone, brain, and muscle. A man of our flesh, He was compassed with the weakness of humanity. 

The circumstances of His life were of that character that He was exposed to all the inconveniences that belong to 

men, not in wealth, not in ease, but in poverty and want and humiliation. He breathed the very air man must breathe. 

He trod our earth as man. He had reason, conscience, memory, will, and affections of the human soul which was 

united with His divine nature.  {16MR 181.4}   

 

Our Lord was tempted as man is tempted. He was capable of yielding to temptations, as are human beings. His finite 

nature was pure and spotless, but the divine nature that led Him to say to Philip, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the 

Father" also, was not humanized; neither was humanity deified by the blending or union of the two natures; each 

retained its essential character and properties.  {16MR 182.1}   

 

But here we must not become in our ideas common and earthly, and in our perverted ideas we must not think that 

the liability of Christ to yield to Satan's temptations degraded His humanity and He possessed the same sinful, 

corrupt propensities as man.  {16MR 182.2}   

 

The divine nature, combined with the human, made Him capable of yielding to Satan's temptations. Here the test to 

Christ was far greater than that of Adam and Eve, for Christ took our nature, fallen but not corrupted, and would not 

be corrupted unless He received the words of Satan in the place of the words of God. To suppose He was not 

capable of yielding to temptation places Him where He cannot be a perfect example for man, and the force and the 

power of this part of Christ's humiliation, which is the most eventful, is no instruction or help to human beings.  

{16MR 182.3} 

 

The exact time when humanity blended with divinity, it is not necessary for us to know. We are to keep our feet on 

the Rock Christ Jesus, as God revealed in humanity.  {5BC 1128.6}   

 

The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless theme. In it is hidden “the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God.” Romans 11:33. We marvel at the Saviour’s sacrifice in exchanging the throne of heaven for the 

manger, and the companionship of adoring angels for the beasts of the stall. Human pride and self-sufficiency stand 

rebuked in His presence. Yet this was but the beginning of His wonderful condescension. It would have been an 

almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man’s nature, even when Adam stood in his innocence in 

Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand years of sin. Like every 

child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is shown 

in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to 

give us the example of a sinless life. 8 {CSA 6.7} 

 

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature, even when Adam stood in 

his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand years of 

sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What these results 

were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and 

temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless life.  {FLB 48.6}   

 

The temptations to which Christ was subjected were a terrible reality. As a free agent He was placed on probation, 

with liberty to yield to Satan's temptations and work at cross-purposes with God. If this were not so, if it had not 



been possible for Him to fall, He could not have been tempted in all points as the human family is tempted.  {3SM 

131.3} 

 

Christ on Probation.--For a period of time Christ was on probation. He took humanity on Himself, to stand the test 

and trial which the first Adam failed to endure. Had He failed in His test and trial, He would have been disobedient 

to the voice of God, and the world would have been lost (ST May 10, 1899).  {5BC 1082.6}   

 

In their conflicts with Satan, the human family has all the help that Christ had. They need not be overcome. They 

may be more than conquerors through Him who has loved them and given His life for them. . . . The Son of God in 

His humanity wrestled with the very same fierce, apparently overwhelming, temptations that assail us—temptations 

to indulgence of appetite, to presumptuous venturing where God has not led them, and to the worship of the god of 

this world, to sacrifice an eternity of bliss for the fascinating pleasures of this life. Everyone will be tempted, but the 

Word declares that we shall not be tempted above our ability to bear. We may resist and defeat the wily foe. {CTr 

195.4} 

 

What We Received From Adam and What We Receive From Christ.-- Parents have a more serious charge than they 

imagine. The inheritance of children is that of sin. Sin has separated them from God. Jesus gave His life that He 

might unite the broken links to God. As related to the first Adam, men receive from him nothing but guilt and the 

sentence of death. But Christ steps in and passes over the ground where Adam fell, enduring every test in man's 

behalf. He redeems Adam's disgraceful failure and fall by coming forth from the trial untarnished. This places man 

on vantage ground with God. It places him where through accepting Christ as His Saviour, he becomes a partaker of 

the divine nature. Thus he becomes connected with God and Christ. Christ's perfect example and the grace of God 

are given him to enable him to train his sons and daughters to be sons and daughters of God.  {9MR 236.1} 

 

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man's nature, even when Adam stood in 

his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four thousand years of 

sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the working of the great law of heredity. What these results 

were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and 

temptations, and to give us the example of a sinless life.  {FLB 48.6}   

 

As God He could not be tempted, but as a man He could be tempted, and that strongly, and could yield to the 

temptations. His human nature must pass through the same test and trial Adam and Eve passed through. His human 

nature was created; it did not even possess the angelic powers. It was human, identical with our own. He was 

passing over the ground where Adam fell. He was now where, if He endured the test and trial in behalf of the fallen 

race, He would redeem Adam’s disgraceful failure and fall, in our own humanity. {CTr 213.4} A human body and a 

human mind were His. He was bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. . . . He was subject to disappointment and 

trial in His own home, among His own brethren. He was not surrounded, as in the heavenly courts, with pure and 

lovely characters. He was compassed with difficulties. He came into our world to maintain a pure, sinless character, 

and to refute Satan’s lie that it was not possible for human beings to keep the law of God. . . . {CTr 213.5} 

 

Jesus Showed What Man Could Do.--The Lord Jesus came to our world, not to reveal what a God could do, but 

what a man could do, through faith in God's power to help in every emergency. Man is, through faith, to be a 

partaker in the divine nature, and to overcome every temptation wherewith he is beset. The Lord now demands that 

every son and daughter of Adam through faith in Jesus Christ, serve Him in [the] human nature which we now have.  

{3SM 140.2} 

 

Christ took upon Himself humanity for us. He clothed His divinity, and divinity and humanity were combined. He 

showed that that law which Satan declared could not be kept, could be kept. Christ took humanity to stand here in 

our world, to show that Satan had lied. He took humanity upon Himself to demonstrate that with divinity and 

humanity combined, man could keep the law of Jehovah. Separate humanity from divinity, and you can try to work 

out your own righteousness from now till Christ comes, and it will be nothing but a failure.  {FW 71.1} 

 

(Ch. 14:30; Luke 1:31-35; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45; Hebrews 4:15.) Be careful, exceedingly careful as to how you 

dwell upon the human nature of Christ. Do not set Him before the people as a man with the propensities of sin. He is 

the second Adam. The first Adam was created a pure, sinless being, without a taint of sin upon him; he was in the 

image of God. He could fall, and he did fall through transgressing. Because of sin his posterity was born with 



inherent propensities of disobedience. But Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God. He took upon Himself 

human nature, and was tempted in all points as human nature is tempted. He could have sinned; He could have 

fallen, but not for one moment was there in Him an evil propensity. He was assailed with temptations in the 

wilderness, as Adam was assailed with temptations in Eden.  {5BC 1128.4}  

 

     Bro. _____, avoid every question in relation to the humanity of Christ which is liable to be misunderstood. Truth 

lies close to the track of presumption. In treating upon the humanity of Christ, you need to guard strenuously every 

assertion, lest your words be taken to mean more than they imply, and thus you lose or dim the clear perceptions of 

His humanity as combined with divinity. His birth was a miracle of God; for, said the angel, "Behold, thou shalt 

conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called 

the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this 

be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 

the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 

called the Son of God."  {5BC 1128.5}   

 

These words do not refer to any human being, except to the Son of the infinite God. Never, in any way, leave the 

slightest impression upon human minds that a taint of, or inclination to, corruption rested upon Christ, or that He in 

any way yielded to corruption. He was tempted in all points like as man is tempted, yet He is called "that holy 

thing." It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals that Christ could be tempted in all points like as we are, and 

yet be without sin. The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain a mystery. That which is revealed, 

is for us and for our children, but let every human being be warned from the ground of making Christ altogether 

human, such an one as ourselves; for it cannot be. The exact time when humanity blended with divinity, it is not 

necessary for us to know. We are to keep our feet on the Rock Christ Jesus, as God revealed in humanity.  {5BC 

1128.6} 

 

In your letter in regard to the temptations of Christ, you say: "If He was One with God He could not fall." . . . The 

point you inquire of me is, In our Lord's great scene of conflict in the wilderness, apparently under the power of 

Satan and his angels, was He capable, in His human nature, of yielding to these temptations?  {3SM 129.2} I will try 

to answer this important question: As God He could not be tempted: but as a man He could be tempted, and that 

strongly, and could yield to the temptations. His human nature must pass through the same test and trial Adam and 

Eve passed through. His human nature was created; it did not even possess the angelic powers. It was human, 

identical with our own. He was passing over the ground where Adam fell. He was now where, if He endured the test 

and trial in behalf of the fallen race, He would redeem Adam's disgraceful failure and fall, in our own humanity.  

{3SM 129.3} 

 

The Son of God was assaulted at every step by the powers of darkness. After His baptism He was driven of the 

Spirit into the wilderness, and suffered temptation for forty days. Letters have been coming in to me, affirming that 

Christ could not have had the same nature as man, for if He had, He would have fallen under similar temptations. If 

He did not have man's nature, He could not be our example. If He was not a partaker of our nature, He could not 

have been tempted as man has been. If it were not possible for Him to yield to temptation, He could not be our 

helper. It was a solemn reality that Christ came to fight the battles as man, in man's behalf. His temptation and 

victory tell us that humanity must copy the Pattern; man must become a partaker of the divine nature.  {1SM 408.1} 

 

But although Christ's divine glory was for a time veiled and eclipsed by His assuming humanity, yet He did not 

cease to be God when He became man. The human did not take the place of the divine, nor the divine of the human. 

This is the mystery of godliness. The two expressions human and divine were, in Christ, closely and inseparably 

one, and yet they had a distinct individuality. Though Christ humbled Himself to become man, the Godhead was still 

His own. His Deity could not be lost while He stood faithful and true to His loyalty. Surrounded with sorrow, 

suffering, and moral pollution, despised and rejected by the people to whom had been intrusted the oracles of 

heaven, Jesus could yet speak of Himself as the Son of man in heaven. He was ready to take once more His divine 

glory when His work on earth was done.  {ST, May 10, 1899 par. 11} 

 

Bear in mind that Christ's overcoming and obedience is that of a true human being. In our conclusions, we make 

many mistakes because of our erroneous views of the human nature of our Lord. When we give to His human nature 

a power that it is not possible for man to have in his conflicts with Satan, we destroy the completeness of His 



humanity. His imputed grace and power He gives to all who receive Him by faith. The obedience of Christ to His 

Father was the same obedience that is required of man.  {3SM 139.4}   

 

Sinlessness of Christ's Human Nature  

 

In taking upon Himself man's nature in its fallen condition, Christ did not in the least participate in its sin. He was 

subject to the infirmities and weaknesses by which man is encompassed, "that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (Matthew 8:17). He 

was touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and was in all points tempted like as we are. And yet He knew no 

sin. He was the Lamb "without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter 1:19). Could Satan in the least particular have 

tempted Christ to sin, he would have bruised the Saviour's head. As it was, he could only touch His heel. Had the 

head of Christ been touched, the hope of the human race would have perished. Divine wrath would have come upon 

Christ as it came upon Adam. Christ and the church would have been without hope.  {1SM 256.1} 

 

Christ was tempted by Satan in a hundredfold severer manner than was Adam, and under circumstances in every 

way more trying. The deceiver presented himself as an angel of light, but Christ withstood his temptations. He 

redeemed Adam's disgraceful fall, and saved the world.  {YI, June 2, 1898 par. 7} 

 

The Son of God placed Himself in the sinner's stead, and passed over the ground where Adam fell, and endured the 

temptation in the wilderness, which was a hundredfold stronger than was or ever will be brought to bear upon the 

human race. Jesus resisted the temptations of Satan in the same manner that every tempted soul may resist, by 

referring him to the inspired record and saying, "It is written."  {3SM 136.2} 

 

The divine nature, combined with the human, made Him capable of yielding to Satan's temptations. Here the test to 

Christ was far greater than that of Adam and Eve, for Christ took our nature, fallen but not corrupted, and would not 

be corrupted unless He received the words of Satan in the place of the words of God. To suppose He was not 

capable of yielding to temptation places Him where He cannot be a perfect example for man, and the force and the 

power of this part of Christ's humiliation, which is the most eventful, is no instruction or help to human beings.  

{16MR 182.3} 

 



Christian mothers should realize that they are coworkers with God when training and disciplining their children in 

such a manner as will enable them to reflect the character of Christ. In this work they will have the cooperation of 

heavenly angels; but it is a work that is sadly neglected, and for this reason Christ is robbed of his heritage,--the 

younger members of his family. But through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, humanity may be a coworker with 

divinity. The lessons of Christ upon the occasion of receiving the children, should leave a deeper impression upon 

our minds. The words of Christ encourage parents to bring their little ones to Jesus. They may be wayward, and 

possess passions like those of humanity, but this should not deter us from bringing them to Christ. He blessed 

children that were possessed of passions like his own. We often err in training our children. Parents often indulge 

their children in that which is selfish and demoralizing, and instead of having travail of soul for their salvation, they 

let them drift along, and grow up with perverse tempers and unlovely characters. They do not accept their God-given 

responsibility to educate and train their children for the glory of God. They become dissatisfied with their children's 

manners, and disheartened as they realize that their faults are the result of their own neglect, and then they become 

discouraged. But if parents would feel that they are never released from their burden of educating and training their 

children for God, if they would do their work in faith, cooperating with God by earnest prayer and work, they would 

be successful in bringing their children to the Saviour. Let fathers and mothers devote themselves, soul, body, and 

spirit, to God before the birth of their children. Let them heed the directions that God revealed to the wife of 

Manoah. The angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, . . . thou shalt conceive, 

and bear a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean 

thing." The burden of this message was a burden of instruction to the wife of Manoah. She was greatly troubled, and 

Manoah sought the Lord in earnest prayer, and said: "O my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst send come 

again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born. And God hearkened to the voice of 

Manoah; and the angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in the field; but Manoah her husband was not 

with her. And the woman made haste, and ran, and showed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath 

appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the 

man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am. And Manoah said, Now 

let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him? And the angel of the Lord 

said unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman let her beware. She may not eat of anything that cometh of the 

vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; all that I commanded her let her observe."  

{ST, April 9, 1896 par. 6}   

 

Here the test to Christ was far greater than that of Adam and Eve, for Christ took our nature, fallen but not 

corrupted, and would not be corrupted unless He received the words of Satan in the place of the words of God.—

Manuscript 57, 1890 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 16, pp. 180-183). {CTr 208.7} 

 

What love! What amazing condescension! The King of glory proposed to humble Himself to fallen humanity! He 

would place His feet in Adam's steps. He would take man's fallen nature, and engage to cope with the strong foe 

who triumphed over Adam. He would overcome Satan, and in thus doing He would open the way for the redemption 

from the disgrace of Adam's failure and fall, of all those who would believe on Him. {Con 18.1}   

 

Think of Christ's humiliation. He took upon himself fallen, suffering human nature, degraded and defiled by sin. He 

took our sorrows, bearing our grief and shame. He endured all the temptations wherewith man is beset. He united 

humanity with divinity: a divine spirit dwelt in a temple of flesh. He united himself with the temple. "The Word was 

made flesh, and dwelt among us," because by so doing he could associate with the sinful, sorrowing sons and 

daughters of Adam.  {YI, December 20, 1900 par. 7} 

 

In Christ were united the divine and the human--the Creator and the creature. The nature of God, whose law had 

been transgressed, and the nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus--the Son of God and the Son of man. And 

having with His own blood paid the price of redemption, having passed through man's experience, having in man's 

behalf met and conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame and guilt and burden of sin, 

He becomes man's Advocate and Intercessor. What an assurance to the witnessing universe, that Christ will be "a 

merciful and faithful High Priest" [Hebrews 2:17].  {17MR 338.1} 

 

Two Natures Blended in Christ.--Through being partakers of the divine nature we may stand pure and holy and 

undefiled. The Godhead was not made human, and the human was not deified by the blending together of the two 

natures. Christ did not possess the same sinful, corrupt, fallen disloyalty we possess, for then He could not be a 

perfect offering.--Manuscript 94, 1893.  {3SM 131.1}   



 

The humanity of the Son of God is everything to us. It is the golden chain that binds our souls to Christ, and through 

Christ to God. This is to be our study. Christ was a real man; He gave proof of His humility in becoming a man. Yet 

He was God in the flesh. When we approach this subject, we would do well to heed the words spoken by Christ to 

Moses at the burning bush, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground" 

(Exodus 3:5). We should come to this study with the humility of a learner, with a contrite heart. And the study of the 

incarnation of Christ is a fruitful field, which will repay the searcher who digs deep for hidden truth.  {1SM 244.1} 

 

God Sent a Sinless Being to This World  

 

 

God did for us the very best thing that He could do when He sent from heaven a Sinless Being to manifest to this 

world of sin what those who are saved must be in character--pure, holy, and undefiled, having Christ formed within. 

He sent His ideal in His Son, and bade men build characters in harmony with this ideal.--Letter 58, 1906.  {3SM 

132.5}  

  

Man Created With Sinless Moral Nature  

 

In the councils of heaven God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. . . . So God created man in 

his own image, in the image of God created he him" (Genesis 1:26, 27). The Lord created man's moral faculties and 

his physical powers. All was a sinless transcript of Himself. God endowed man with holy attributes, and placed him 

in a garden made expressly for him. Sin alone could ruin the beings created by the hand of the Almighty.--The 

Youth's Instructor, July 20, 1899.  {3SM 133.1}  

 

John 7:39 

When Christ entered within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned, amid the songs of millions of angels. As soon as 

this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended upon His followers in rich currents according to Christ's 

promise, and they were no more orphans. How quickly Christ fulfilled His promise, and sent from the heavenly 

courts the guarantee of His love! After His inauguration, the Spirit came and Christ was indeed glorified, even with 

the glory which He had from all eternity with the Father. During His humiliation upon this earth, the Spirit had not 

descended with all its efficacy; and Christ declared that if He went not away, it would not come, but that if He went 

away, He would send it. It was a representation of Himself, and after He was glorified it was manifest.  {ST, May 

17, 1899 par. 3}   


