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In this time when the house of God has lost every sense of reverence, the Lord impressed this on my mind to remind 
you, this is not a new thing to us but a reminder. Human beings are so frail, depraved in that, what is taught today has 
to be taught tomorrow and it doesn’t pain us to write these things to you again. 
 

 Zec:2:13: Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 
 

 Hab:2:20: But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. 
 
TO THE PARENTS 
The children of Sabbath-keeping parents, who have had great light, who have been the objects of the tenderest 
solicitude, may be the ones who will leave a heritage of shame, who will sow to the wind and reap the whirlwind. In the 
judgment the names of those who have sinned against great light will be written with those who are condemned to be 
separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power. They will be lost, lost, and will be numbered 
with the scorners of the grace of Christ.  {MYP 87.3} I would rather see my children laid in the grave than see them 
taking the path that leads to death. The terrible fact that I had nurtured children to fight against the God of heaven, to 
swell the ranks of apostates in the last days, to march under the black banner of Satan, would indeed be a thought of 
horror to me.  {MYP 88.1} 
 
Fathers and mothers, are you allowing your children to grow up in impurity and sin? A great good done for others will 
not cancel the debt you owe to God to care for your children. The spiritual welfare of your family comes first. Take 
them with you to the cross of Calvary, laboring for them as those that must give an account.  {OHC 304.3}   
 
Parents should seek to gain the cooperation of their children. Thus children can become laborers together with God. 
Some households have a little church in their home. Mutual love binds heart to heart, and the unity that exists among 
the members of the family preaches the most effectual sermon that could be preached on practical godliness.  {OHC 
304.4}   
 
As parents faithfully do their duty in the family, restraining, correcting, advising, counseling, guiding, the father as 
priest of the household, the mother as a home missionary, they are filling the sphere God would have them fill. By 
faithfully doing their duty in the home, they are multiplying agencies for doing good outside the home. They are 
becoming better fitted to labor in the church. By training their little flock discreetly, binding their children to 
themselves and to God, fathers and mothers become laborers together with God. . . . The members of the family become 
members of the royal family above, children of the heavenly King.  {OHC 304.5}  
 
Parents who have never felt the care which they should feel for the souls of their children, and who have never given 
them proper restraint and instruction, are the very ones who manifest the most bitter opposition when their children 
are restrained, reproved, or corrected at school. Some of these children are a disgrace to the church and a disgrace to 
the name of Adventists.  {5T 51.3}  
 
The house of God is often desecrated, and the Sabbath violated by Sabbath-believers' children. In some cases they are 
even allowed to run about the house, play, talk, and manifest their evil tempers in the very meetings where the saints 
should worship God in the beauty of holiness. And the place that should be holy, and where a holy stillness should 
reign, and where there should be perfect order, neatness, and humility, is made to be a perfect Babylon, "confusion." 
This is enough to bring God's displeasure and shut His presence from our assemblies.  {CG 540.4}   
 
Parents, it is your duty to have your children in perfect subjection, having all their passions and evil tempers subdued. 
And if children are taken to meeting, they should be made to know and understand where they are--that they are not at 
home, but where God meets with His people. And they should be kept quiet and free from all play, and God will turn His 
face toward you, to meet with you and bless you.  {CG 543.2}   
 
Your child should be taught to obey as the children of God obey Him. If this standard is maintained, a word from you 
will have some weight when your child is restless in the house of God. But if the children cannot be restrained, if the 
parents feel that the restraint is too much of an exaction, the child should be removed from the church at once; it 
should not be left to divert the minds of the hearers by talking or running about. God is dishonored by the loose way in 
which parents manage their children while at church.  {CG 544.1}   
 
This is recorded for our benefit and instruction. The angel of darkness sometimes appears in the garments of affection, 
counseling us to walk contrary to the law of God. Parents may indulge their affection for their children at the expense of 
obedience to God's holy law. Guided by this affection, they disobey God by allowing their children to carry out wrong 
impulses, and withhold the instruction and discipline which God has commanded them to give. When parents thus 
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disregard the commands of God, they imperil their own souls and the souls of their children. By failing to walk in the 
way of the Lord, they allow Satan to work his will in their children.  {RH, April 6, 1897 par. 11} 
 
There are few who realize how far-reaching is the influence of their words and acts. How often the errors of parents 
produce the most disastrous effects upon their children and children's children, long after the actors themselves have 
been laid in the grave. Everyone is exerting an influence upon others, and will be held accountable for the result of that 
influence. Words and actions have a telling power, and the long hereafter will show the effect of our life here. The 
impression made by our words and deeds will surely react upon ourselves in blessing or in cursing. This thought gives 
an awful solemnity to life, and should draw us to God in humble prayer that He will guide us by His wisdom.  {PP 556.1}   
 
TO THE CHURCH 
Do not have so little reverence for the house and worship of God as to communicate with one another during the 
sermon. If those who commit this fault could see the angels of God looking upon them and marking their doings, they 
would be filled with shame and abhorrence of themselves. God wants attentive hearers. It was while men slept that the 
enemy sowed tares.  {CG 542.2}   
 
The moral taste of the worshipers in God's holy sanctuary must be elevated, refined, sanctified. This matter has been 
sadly neglected. Its importance has been overlooked, and as the result disorder and irreverence have become 
prevalent, and God has been dishonored. When the leaders in the church, ministers and people, fathers and mothers, 
have not had elevated views of this matter, what could be expected of the inexperienced children? They are too often 
found in groups, away from the parents, who should have charge of them. Notwithstanding they are in the presence of 
God, and His eye is looking upon them; they are light and trifling; they whisper and laugh, are careless, irreverent, and 
inattentive.  {CG 542.1}   
 
When the worshipers enter the place of meeting, they should do so with decorum, passing quietly to their seats. If there 
is a stove in the room, it is not proper to crowd about it in an indolent, careless attitude. Common talking, whispering, 
and laughing should not be permitted in the house of worship, either before or after the service. Ardent, active piety 
should characterize the worshipers.  {5T 492.1}  If some have to wait a few minutes before the meeting begins, let them 
maintain a true spirit of devotion by silent meditation, keeping the heart uplifted to God in prayer that the service may 
be of special benefit to their own hearts and lead to the conviction and conversion of other souls. They should 
remember that heavenly messengers are in the house. We all lose much sweet communion with God by our 
restlessness, by not encouraging moments of reflection and prayer. The spiritual condition needs to be often reviewed 
and the mind and heart drawn toward the Sun of Righteousness. If when the people come into the house of worship, 
they have genuine reverence for the Lord and bear in mind that they are in His presence, there will be a sweet 
eloquence in silence. The whispering and laughing and talking which might be without sin in a common business place 
should find no sanction in the house where God is worshiped. The mind should be prepared to hear the word of God, 
that it may have due weight and suitably impress the heart.  {5T 492.2}   
 
When the minister enters, it should be with dignified, solemn mien. He should bow down in silent prayer as soon as he 
steps into the pulpit, and earnestly ask help of God. What an impression this will make! There will be solemnity and 
awe upon the people. Their minister is communing with God; he is committing himself to God before he dares to stand 
before the people. Solemnity rests upon all, and angels of God are brought very near. Every one of the congregation, 
also, who fears God should with bowed head unite in silent prayer with him that God may grace the meeting with His 
presence and give power to His truth proclaimed from human lips. When the meeting is opened by prayer, every knee 
should bow in the presence of the Holy One, and every heart should ascend to God in silent devotion. The prayers of 
faithful worshipers will be heard, and the ministry of the word will prove effectual. The lifeless attitude of the 
worshipers in the house of God is one great reason why the ministry is not more productive of good. The melody of 
song, poured forth from many hearts in clear, distinct utterance, is one of God's instrumentalities in the work of saving 
souls. All the service should be conducted with solemnity and awe, as if in the visible presence of the Master of 
assemblies.  {5T 492.3} 
 
God has given men six days wherein to labor, and He requires that their own work be done in the six working days. 
Acts of necessity and mercy are permitted on the Sabbath, the sick and suffering are at all times to be cared for; but 
unnecessary labor is to be strictly avoided. "Turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and . . . honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure." Isaiah 58:13. Nor does the prohibition end here. "Nor speaking thine own words," says the 
prophet. Those who discuss business matters or lay plans on the Sabbath are regarded by God as though engaged in the 
actual transaction of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we should not even allow our minds to dwell upon things of a 
worldly character. And the commandment includes all within our gates. The inmates of the house are to lay aside their 
worldly business during the sacred hours. All should unite to honor God by willing service upon His holy day.  {PP 
307.3} 
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Am 8:1-7 Thus hath the Lord GOD shewed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. And he said, Amos, what seest 
thou?  And I said, A basket of summer fruit.  Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I 
will not again pass by them any more. And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: 
there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence. Hear this, O ye that swallow up 
the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn?  
AND THE SABBATH, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the 
balances by deceit?  That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of 
the wheat? The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works. 
 
It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that Not One In Twenty Whose Names Are Registered Upon The 
Church Books Are Prepared To Close Their Earthly History, and would be as verily without God and without hope in 
the world as the common sinner. They are professedly serving God, but they are more earnestly serving mammon. This 
half-and-half work is a constant denying of Christ, rather than a confessing of Christ. So many have brought into the 
church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual taste is perverted by their own immoral, debasing 
corruptions, symbolizing the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in lustful practices, and are full 
of deception through and through in their professed Christian life. Living as sinners, claiming to be Christians! Those 
who claim to be Christians and will confess Christ should come out from among them and touch not the unclean thing, 
and be separate. . . .  {ChS 41.1}   
 
I lay down my pen and lift up my soul in prayer, that the Lord would breathe upon His backslidden people, who are as 
dry bones, that they may live. The end is near, stealing upon us so stealthily, so imperceptibly, so noiselessly, like the 
muffled tread of the thief in the night, to surprise the sleepers off guard and unready. May the Lord grant to bring His 
Holy Spirit upon hearts that are now at ease, that they may no longer sleep as do others, but watch and be sober.--
General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133. 
 
TO THE LEADERS 
The Lord has a controversy with his professed people in these last days. In this controversy men in responsible 
positions will take a course directly opposite to that pursued by Nehemiah. They will not only ignore and despise the 
Sabbath themselves, but they will try to keep it from others by burying it beneath the rubbish of custom and tradition. 
In churches and in large gatherings in the open air, ministers will urge upon the people the necessity of keeping the 
first day of the week. There are calamities on sea and land: and these calamities will increase, one disaster following 
close upon another; and the little band of conscientious Sabbath-keepers will be pointed out as the ones who are 
bringing the wrath of God upon the world by their disregard of Sunday.  {RH, March 18, 1884 par. 8} 
 
It is for this reason that the house or sanctuary dedicated to God should not be made a common place. Its sacredness 
should not be confused or mingled with the common everyday feelings or business life. There should be a solemn awe 
upon the worshipers as they enter the sanctuary, and they should leave behind all common worldly thoughts, for it is 
the place where God reveals His presence. It is as the audience chamber of the great and eternal God; therefore pride 
and passion, dissension and self-esteem, selfishness, and covetousness, which God pronounces idolatry, are 
inappropriate for such a place.  {CG 543.1}   
 
Irreverence Encouraged by Display of Apparel.-- All should be taught to be neat, clean, and orderly in their dress, but 
not to indulge in that external adorning which is wholly inappropriate for the sanctuary. There should be no display of 
the apparel, for this encourages irreverence. . . . All matters of dress should be strictly guarded, following closely the 
Bible rule. Fashion has been the goddess who has ruled the outside world, and she often insinuates herself into the 
church. The church should make the Word of God her standard, and parents should think intelligently upon this 
subject.  {CG 544.2}   
 
Neither is it the object of preaching to amuse. Some ministers have adopted a style of preaching that has not the best 
influence. It has become a habit with them to weave anecdotes into their discourses. The impression thus made upon 
the hearers is not a savor of life unto life. Ministers should not bring amusing stories into their preaching. The people 
need pure provender, thoroughly winnowed from the chaff. "Preach the word," was the charge that Paul gave to 
Timothy, and this is our commission also. The minister who mixes story-telling with his discourses is using strange fire. 
God is offended, and the cause of truth is dishonored, when His representatives descend to the use of cheap, trifling 
words.--Review and Herald, Dec. 22, 1904.  {TM 318.1} 
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There should be a sacred spot, like the sanctuary of old, where God is to meet with His people. That place should not be 
used as a lunchroom or as a business room, but simply for the worship of God. When children attend day school in the 
same place where they assemble to worship on the Sabbath, they cannot be made to feel the sacredness of the place, 
and that they must enter with feelings of reverence. The sacred and common are so blended that it is difficult to 
distinguish them.  {CG 542.3}   
 
How sad, how filled with significance, the words, "And all Israel with him"! The people whom God had chosen to stand 
as a light to the surrounding nations were turning from their Source of strength and seeking to become like the nations 
about them. As with Solomon, so with Rehoboam--the influence of wrong example led many astray. And as with them, 
so to a greater or less degree is it today with everyone who gives himself up to work evil--the influence of wrongdoing 
is not confined to the doer. No man liveth unto himself. None perish alone in their iniquity. Every life is a light that 
brightens and cheers the pathway of others, or a dark and desolating influence that tends toward despair and ruin. We 
lead others either upward to happiness and immortal life, or downward to sorrow and eternal death. And if by our 
deeds we strengthen or force into activity the evil powers of those around us, we share their sin.  {PK 94.1}   
 
Ne:13:15-22: In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and 
lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, 
which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then 
I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath 
day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city?  yet ye bring more 
wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark 
before the sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened till after 
the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath day. 
So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice. Then I testified against them, 
and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall?  if ye do so again, I will lay hands on you.  From that time forth came 
they no more on the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should 
come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day.  Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me 
according to the greatness of thy mercy. 
 
Ne:10:31: And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of 
them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we would leave the seventh year, and the exaction of every debt.  
 
 
I have kept this before our ministering brethren, and begged them not to lengthen out their discourses. Some 
improvement has been made on this ground with the very best results. But few discourses have exceeded an hour.  {TM 
257.1} While in America the light was given me in the night season concerning yourself. You had been speaking at great 
length, and still felt that you had not said all you wished to say, and were asking for a little more time. One of dignity 
and authority stepped before you, as you stood in the pulpit, and said: You have given the people a large amount of 
matter to consider; one half of what you have given would be of much greater profit than the whole. If energized by the 
Holy Spirit, it must make an impression on the human hearer. The Holy Spirit works the man, but if there are vital 
points to be made which are essential to be carried away by the hearer, a train of words is effacing that strong 
impression, pouring into the vessel more than it can retain, and is so much effort lost. To reserve the last half to be 
presented when the mind is fresh to receive it will be gathering up the fragments that nothing be lost.  {TM 257.2}  
What can the minister do without Jesus? Verily, nothing. Then if he is a frivolous, joking man, he is not prepared to 
perform the duty laid upon him by the Lord. "Without Me," says Christ, "ye can do nothing." The flippant words that fall 
from his lips, the trifling anecdotes, the words spoken to create a laugh, are all condemned by the word of God and are 
entirely out of place in the sacred desk.  {TM 142.2} 
 
Strange Fire--The minister is using strange fire when he mixes storytelling with his discourses. . . . You have men of all 
classes of minds to meet, and as you deal with the sacred Word, you should manifest earnestness, respect, reverence. 
Let not the impression be made upon any mind that you are a cheap, surface speaker. Weed out storytelling from your 
discourses. Preach the Word. You would have had more sheaves to bring to the Master if you had constantly preached 
the Word. You little understand the soul's great need and longing. Some are wrestling with doubt, almost in despair, 
almost hopeless.--Ev 210.  {VSS 279.2}   
 
On a certain occasion, when Betterton, the celebrated actor, was dining with Dr. Sheldon, archbishop of Canterbury, the 
archbishop said to him, "Pray, Mr. Betterton, tell me why it is that you actors affect your audiences so powerfully by 
speaking of things imaginary." "My lord," replied Betterton, "with due submission to Your Grace, permit me to say that 
the reason is plain: It all lies in the power of enthusiasm. We on the stage speak of things imaginary as if they were real, 
and you in the pulpit speak of things real as if they were imaginary."  {CT 255.1 
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Be careful never to lose a sense of the presence of the divine Watcher. Remember that you are speaking not only to an 
unenlightened assembly, but to One whom you should ever recognize. Speak as though the whole universe of heaven 
were before you, as well as the hungry, starving company of God's sheep and lambs, which must be fed.  {TM 311.2} 
 
Sabbath Reform 
 
Traveling on the Sabbath  
If we desire the blessing promised to the obedient, we must observe the Sabbath more strictly. I fear that we often 
travel on this day when it might be avoided. In harmony with the light which the Lord has given in regard to the 
observance of the Sabbath, we should be more careful about traveling on the boats or cars on this day. In these 
matters we should set a right example before our children and youth. In order to reach the churches that need 
our help, and to give them the message that God desires them to hear, it may be necessary for us to travel on the 
Sabbath; but so far as possible we should secure our tickets and make all necessary arrangements on some other 
day. When starting on a journey we should make every possible effort to plan so as to avoid reaching our 
destination on the Sabbath.  {6T 359.4}   
 
When compelled to travel on the Sabbath we should try to avoid the company of those who would draw our 
attention to worldly things. We should keep our minds stayed upon God and commune with Him. Whenever there 
is opportunity we should speak to others in regard to the truth. We should always be ready to relieve suffering 
and to help those in need. In such cases God desires that the knowledge and wisdom He has given us should be put 
to use. But we should not talk about matters of business or engage in any common, worldly conversation . At all 
times and in all places God requires us to prove our loyalty to Him by honoring the Sabbath.  {6T 360.1}  
 
Not with Common Clothing 
Many need instruction as to how they should appear in the assembly for worship on the Sabbath. They are not to enter 
the presence of God in the common clothing worn during the week. All should have a special Sabbath suit, to be worn 
when attending service in God's house. While we should not conform to worldly fashions, we are not to be indifferent 
in regard to our outward appearance. We are to be neat and trim, though without adornment. The children of God 
should be pure within and without.  {6T 355.2}   
 
God required them also to wash their clothes. He is no less particular now than he was then. He is a God of order, 
and requires his people now upon the earth to observe habits of strict cleanliness. And those who worship God 
with uncleanly garments and persons, do not come before him in an acceptable manner. He is not pleased with 
their lack of reverence for him, and he will not accept the service of filthy worshipers, for they insult their Maker. 
The Creator of the heavens and of the earth considered cleanliness of so much importance that he said, "And let them 
wash their clothes."  {1SP 233.2} 
 
Neatness of Dress and wearing of Hats 
I am often pained as I enter the house where God is worshiped, to see the untidy dress of both men and women. If the 
heart and character were indicated by the outward apparel, then certainly nothing could be heavenly about 
them. They have no true idea of the order, the neatness, and the refined deportment that God requires of all who 
come into His presence to worship Him. What impressions do these things give to unbelievers and to the youth, who 
are keen to discern and to draw their conclusions?  In the minds of many there are no more sacred thoughts connected 
with the house of God than with the most common place. Some will enter the place of worship with their hats on, in 
soiled, dirty clothes. Such do not realize that they are to meet with God and holy angels. There should be a radical 
change in this matter all through our churches. Ministers themselves need to elevate their ideas, to have finer 
susceptibilities in regard to it. It is a feature of the work that has been sadly neglected. Because of the irreverence 
in attitude, dress, and deportment, and lack of a worshipful frame of mind, God has often turned His face away 
from those assembled for His worship.  {5T 498.2, 3}   
 
In entering the house of worship you should remember that it is the house of God. Respect should be shown by the 
removal of the hat, remembering that you are entering into the presence of God and angels. You should teach the 
children reverence. Let earnest efforts be carried forward to this end, and remember that you are the temple of the 
living God.  {3MR 234.4}   
 
Small Company Sabbath Schools  
Companies of Sabbathkeepers may be raised up in many places. Often they will not be large companies; but they 
must not be neglected; they must not be left to die for want of proper personal effort and training. The work 
should not be left prematurely. See that all are intelligent in the truth, established in the faith, and interested in 
every branch of the work, before leaving them for another field.  {CSW 183.2}  
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Loss of Souls traced to the Dress of a Minister and Hair Disorder 
A minister who is negligent in his apparel often wounds those of good taste and refined sensibilities. Those who 
are faulty in this respect should correct their errors and be more circumspect. The loss of some souls at last will be 
traced to the untidiness of the minister. The first appearance affected the people unfavorably because they could not 
in any way link his appearance with the truths he presented. His dress was against him; and the impression given was 
that the people whom he represented were a careless set who cared nothing about their dress, and his hearers did not 
want anything to do with such a class of people.  Here, according to the light that has been given me, there has been 
a manifest neglect among our people. Ministers sometimes stand in the desk with their hair in disorder, looking 
as if it had been untouched by comb and brush for a week. God is dishonored when those who engage in His 
sacred service are so neglectful of their appearance. Anciently the priests were required to have their garments in 
a particular style to do service in the holy place and minister in the priest's office. They were to have garments in 
accordance with their work, and God distinctly specified what these should be. The laver was placed between the altar 
and the congregation, that before they came into the presence of God, in the sight of the congregation, they might wash 
their hands and their feet. What impression was this to make upon the people? It was to show them that every 
particle of dust must be put away before they could go into the presence of God; for He was so high and holy that 
unless they did comply with these conditions, death would follow.  {2T 613.1, 2} 
 
Souls Lost Because of Carelessness.--A minister who is negligent in his apparel often wounds those of good taste 
and refined sensibilities. Those who are faulty in this respect should correct their errors, and be more 
circumspect. The loss of some souls at last will be traced to the untidiness of the minister. The first appearance 
affected the people unfavorably, because they could not in any way link his appearance with the truths he 
presented. His dress was against him; and the impression given was that the people whom he represented were a 
careless set who cared nothing about their dress, and his hearers did not want anything to do with such a class of 
people.-- Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 613. (1871)  {Ev 671.2} 
 
Not to Act as in a Common Place.--There should be a sacred spot, like the sanctuary of old, where God is to meet 
with His people. That place should not be used as a lunchroom or as a business room, but simply for the worship 
of God. When children attend day school in the same place where they assemble to worship on the Sabbath, they 
cannot be made to feel the sacredness of the place, and that they must enter with feelings of reverence. The sacred 
and common are so blended that it is difficult to distinguish them.  {CG 542.3} It is for this reason that the house or 
sanctuary dedicated to God should not be made a common place. Its sacredness should not be confused or mingled 
with the common everyday feelings or business life. There should be a solemn awe upon the worshipers as they 
enter the sanctuary, and they should leave behind all common worldly thoughts, for it is the place where God 
reveals His presence. It is as the audience chamber of the great and eternal God; therefore pride and passion, 
dissension and self-esteem, selfishness, and covetousness, which God pronounces idolatry, are inappropriate for 
such a place.  {CG 543.1}   
 
The place dedicated to God should not be a room where worldly business is transacted. If the children assemble to 
worship God in a room that is used during the week for a school or a storeroom, they will be more than human if, 
mingled with their devotional thoughts, they do not also have thoughts of their studies or of things that have 
happened during the week. The education and training of the youth should be of a character that would exalt 
sacred things and encourage pure devotion for God in His house. Many who profess to be children of the heavenly 
King have no true appreciation of the sacredness of eternal things. Nearly all need to be taught how to conduct 
themselves in the house of God. Parents should not only teach, but command, their children to enter the sanctuary with 
sobriety and reverence.  {5T 496.1}   
 
Secular Papers, Preparation, Cooking to end on Friday 
On Friday let the preparation for the Sabbath be completed. See that all the clothing is in readiness and that all the 
cooking is done. Let the boots be blacked and the baths be taken. It is possible to do this. If you make it a rule you can 
do it. The Sabbath is not to be given to the repairing of garments, to the cooking of food, to pleasure seeking, or to 
any other worldly employment. Before the setting of the sun let all secular work be laid aside and all secular 
papers be put out of sight. Parents, explain your work and its purpose to your children, and let them share in your 
preparation to keep the Sabbath according to the commandment.  {6T 355.3}   
 
Converted Teachers of the Sabbath School 
Every teacher in the Sabbath school should be a follower of Christ, and those who have not identified themselves as the disciples of 
Christ, showing by a consistent life that they are Christians, should not be invited to become teachers in the Sabbath school, for they 
have need that some one first teach them the foundation principles of the love and fear of God. "Without Me," Christ says, "ye can do 
nothing." Then of what value would be the teaching of one who knew nothing by personal experience of the power of Christ? It 
would be a great inconsistency to urge such a one to take a class in the Sabbath school, but it is even worse to permit a class to 
be under the influence of a teacher whose dress and deportment deny the Saviour, whom he professes to serve.  {CSW 93.2} 
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Searching for the Lost  
Bible Carried to Every Man's Door.--The Bible is unchained. It can be carried to every man's door, and its truths may 
be presented to every man's conscience. There are many who, like the noble Bereans, will search the Scriptures daily 
for themselves, when the truth is presented, to see whether or not these things are so. Christ has said, "Search the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me." Jesus, the world's Redeemer, 
bids men not only to read but to "search the Scriptures." This is a great and important work, and it is committed to us, 
and in doing this we shall be greatly benefited; for obedience to Christ's command will not go unrewarded. He will 
crown with especial tokens of His favor this act of loyalty in following the light revealed in His Word.--Counsels on 
Sabbath School Work, p. 84. (1889)  {Ev 461.4}   
 
Teachers and workers in every department of the Sabbath school work, I address you in the fear of God, and tell you 
that unless you have a living connection with God, and are often before Him in earnest prayer, you will not be able to do 
your work with heavenly wisdom, and win souls for Christ. The worker for God must be clothed with humility as with a 
garment. The Lord will recognize and bless the humble worker who has a teachable spirit, a reverential love for truth 
and righteousness, wherever such a worker may be. If you are thus, you will show a care for your scholars by making 
special efforts for their salvation. You will come close to them in loving sympathy, visiting them at their homes, 
learning their true condition by conversing with them concerning their experience in the things of God, and you 
will bear them in the arms of your faith to the throne of the Father.--TSS 68, 69.  {CSW 75.1} 
 
The Sabbath School and the Church Service  
The Sabbath school at ----- was made the one great theme of interest with Brother E. It absorbed the minds of the 
young, while other religious duties were neglected. Frequently, after the Sabbath school was closed, the 
superintendent, a number of teachers, and quite a number of scholars, would return home to rest. They felt that 
their burden for the day was ended, and that they had no further duty. When the bell sounded forth the hour for 
public service, and the people left their homes for the house of worship, they would meet a large portion of the 
school passing to their homes. And, however important the meeting, the interest of a large share of the Sabbath school 
could not be awakened to take any pleasure in the instruction given by the minister upon important Bible subjects. 
While many of the children did not attend public service, some that remained were not advantaged by the word 
spoken, for they felt that it was a wearisome tax.--TSS 7.  {CSW 183.1} 
 
Sabbath Meetings  
Christ has said: "Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them." Matthew 
18:20. Wherever there are as many as two or three believers, let them meet together on the Sabbath to claim the 
Lord's promise.  {6T 360.2, 3}  The little companies assembled to worship God on His holy day have a right to claim the 
rich blessing of Jehovah. They should believe that the Lord Jesus is an honored guest in their assemblies. Every true 
worshiper who keeps holy the Sabbath should claim the promise: "That ye may know that I am the Lord that doth 
sanctify you." Exodus 31:13.  {6T 360.3}   
 
Competitions and Prizes  
On Sabbath morning [Marshalltown, Iowa, campground, August 16, 1884], a large company met for Sabbath school. 
Classes were soon arranged including all except a few who chose seats outside the tent. But these were not left to 
themselves; teachers were appointed, and two or three interesting classes formed. All were as busy as bees, and 
everywhere, in the tent and out of it, was heard the hum of voices. The school was well conducted and orderly, and to 
me the exercises were very interesting. By request I spoke about thirty minutes, warning them against letting their 
Sabbath school degenerate into a mere mechanical routine. We should not seek to imitate Sunday schools, nor keep 
up the interest by offering prizes. The offering of rewards will create rivalry, envy, and jealousy; and some who 
are the most diligent and worthy will receive little credit. Scholars should not try to see how many verses they can 
learn and repeat; for this brings too great a strain upon the ambitious child, while the rest become discouraged. Try 
none of these methods in your Sabbath schools; but let superintendents and teachers make every effort to have life 
and interest in their schools. What a blessing it would be if all would teach as Jesus taught! He did not aim to attract 
attention by eloquence or by overwhelming grandeur of sentiment. On the contrary, His language was plain, and His 
thoughts were expressed with greatest simplicity; but He spoke with loving earnestness. In your teaching be as near 
like Him as possible. TSS 110, 111. {CSW 182.1, 2} 
 
Sabbath School Lesson 
As a means of intellectual training, the opportunities of the Sabbath are invaluable. Let the Sabbath-school lesson be 
learned, not by a hasty glance at the lesson scripture on Sabbath morning, but by careful study for the next week 
on Sabbath afternoon, with daily review or illustration during the week. Thus the lesson will become fixed in the 
memory, a treasure never to be wholly lost.  {Ed 251.3} 
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Controversy to Be Avoided  
While there is need of thorough investigation of the word of God, that precious truth may be discovered and brought to 
light, we should be guarded, that the spirit of controversy does not control in our discussions of the Sabbath school 
lesson. In bringing out points upon which there may be a difference of opinion, the grace of Christ should be 
manifested by those who are seeking for an understanding of the word of God. There should be liberty given for a 
frank investigation of truth, that each may know for himself what is the truth. Among the pupils of the Sabbath 
school there should be a spirit of investigation, that those who are old enough to discern evidence may be 
encouraged to search for fresh rays of light, and to appreciate all that God may send to His people. The light which 
God will send to His people will never appear unless there is a diligent searching of the word of truth.  {CSW 27.1}   
  
Women as Christian Workers 
Who can have so deep a love for the souls of men and women for whom Christ has died, as those who are partakers of 
his grace? Who can represent the truth and the example of Christ better than Christian women who are practicing 
the truth in their earnest efforts to bring souls to the light? Who are so well adapted to be teachers in the 
Sabbath-school? With a heart imbued with the love of Christ, teaching the children of her class, praying with them 
and for them, she may see souls converted. The true mother is adapted to be the teacher of children. I do not 
recommend that woman should become a voter or an office-holder; but as a missionary, teaching the truth by 
epistolary correspondence, distributing tracts and soliciting subscribers for periodicals containing the solemn 
truth for this time, she may do very much. In conversing with families, in praying with the mother and children, 
she will be a blessing. Women can be instruments of righteousness, rendering holy service to God. It was Mary 
who first preached a risen Saviour. {GW92 383.2} 
 
Preaching to be short and no Sleeping in Church 
The preaching at our Sabbath meetings should generally be short. Opportunity should be given for those who love 
God to express their gratitude and adoration.  When the church is without a minister, someone should be appointed 
as leader of the meeting. But it is not necessary for him to preach a sermon or to occupy a large part of the time of 
service. A short, interesting Bible reading will often be of greater benefit than a sermon. And this can be followed 
by a meeting for prayer and testimony.  Those who occupy a leading position in the church should not exhaust their 
physical and mental strength through the week so that on the Sabbath they are unable to bring the vivifying influence 
of the gospel of Christ into the meeting. Do less temporal, everyday labor, but do not rob God by giving Him, on the 
Sabbath, service which He cannot accept. You should not be as men who have no spiritual life. The people need your 
help on the Sabbath. Give them food from the word. Bring your choicest gifts to God on His holy day. Let the precious 
life of the soul be given to Him in consecrated service.  Let none come to the place of worship to take a nap. There 
should be no sleeping in the house of God. You do not fall asleep when engaged in your temporal business, 
because you have an interest in your work. Shall we allow the service which involves eternal interests to be placed on 
a lower level than the temporal affairs of life?  {6T 361.1-4} 
 
A church without a Preacher 
In many places where the message has been preached and souls have accepted it, they are in limited circumstances and 
can do but little toward securing advantages that would give character to the work. Often this renders it difficult to 
extend the work. As persons become interested in the truth, they are told by the ministers of other churches--and these 
words are echoed by the church members: "These people have no church, and you have no place of worship. You are 
a small company, poor and unlearned. In a short time the ministers will go away, and then the interest will die 
down. Then you will give up all these new ideas which you have received."  {6T 100.3} 
 
The many scattered all over the land who can seldom have the living preacher, may make their meetings very 
interesting and profitable by selecting a good reader to read appropriate discourses published in our papers and 
books. You have a large variety to choose from, both doctrinal and practical. You can form a Bible class and 
search the Scriptures for yourselves, with the aid of our publications, and in this way learn much of present truth. 
You may present the reasons of our faith to those who shall inquire for them. All should be making the most of the 
opportunities granted them to become intelligent in the Scriptures.--Signs of the Times, January 2, 1879.  {CW 112.1} 
 
Are there not Seventh-day Adventists who will do likewise? Instead of keeping the ministers at work for the 
churches that already know the truth, let the members of the churches say to these laborers: "Go work for souls 
that are perishing in darkness. We ourselves will carry forward the services of the church. We will keep up the 
meetings, and, by abiding in Christ, will maintain spiritual life. We will work for souls that are about us, and we will 
send our prayers and our gifts to sustain the laborers in more needy and destitute fields."  {6T 30.2}   
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It has been shown me that our camp-meetings are to increase in interest and success. As we approach nearer the end, 
I have seen that in these meetings there will be less preaching, and more Bible study. There will be little groups all 
over the ground with their Bibles in their hands, and different ones leading out in a free, conversational study of the 
Scriptures.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 87.  {ChS 196.4} 
 
Why should not the members of a church or of several small churches unite to sustain a missionary in foreign 
fields? If they will deny themselves of selfish indulgences, dispense with needless and hurtful things, they can do 
this. Brethren and sisters, will you not help in this work? I beseech you to do something for Christ, and to do it 
now. Through the teacher whom your money shall sustain in the field, souls may be saved from ruin to shine as 
stars in the Redeemer's crown.  {6T 30.3} 
 
How to build Sabbath Schools 
There are some cases, however, in which a young church may not be able at once to bear the whole burden of 
erecting a house of worship. In these cases let the brethren in other churches help them. In some cases it may be 
better to hire some money than not to build. If a man has money, and, after giving what he can, will make a loan, 
either without interest or at a low rate, it would be right to use the money until the indebtedness can be lifted. But 
I repeat: If possible, church buildings should be dedicated free of debt.  {6T 101.2}   
 
In localities where believers are few, let two or three churches unite in erecting a humble building for a church 
school. Let all share the expense. It is high time for Sabbathkeepers to separate their children from worldly 
associations and place them under the very best teachers, who will make the Bible the foundation of all study. {6T 
109.3} 
 
In our churches the pews should not be rented. The wealthy are not to be honored above the poor. Let no distinction 
be made. "All ye are brethren."  {6T 101.3} 
 
Eating in the House of God 
Even the church, which should be the pillar and ground of the truth, is found encouraging a selfish love of pleasure. 
When money is raised for religious purposes, to what means do many churches resort? To bazaars, suppers, fancy 
fairs, even to lotteries and like devices. Often the place set apart for God's worship is desecrated by feasting and 
drinking, buying, selling, and merrymaking. Respect for the house of God and reverence for His worship are 
lessened in the minds of the youth. The barriers of self-restraint are weakened. Selfishness, appetite, the love of 
display, are appealed to, and they strengthen as they are indulged.  {9T 91.3} 
 
Sabbath Work and Physicians 
Physicians need to cultivate a spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice. It may be necessary to devote even the hours of 
the holy Sabbath to the relief of suffering humanity. But the fee for such labor should be put into the treasury of 
the Lord, to be used for the worthy poor, who need medical skill but cannot afford to pay for it.--Health, 
Philanthropic, and Medical Missionary Work, page 42.  {MM 216.2} 
 
How other Hours after Sabbath School and Sermon should be used 
The Sabbath school and the meeting for worship occupy only a part of the Sabbath. The portion remaining to the family may be 
made the most sacred and precious season of all the Sabbath hours. Much of this time parents should spend with their children. In 
many families the younger children are left to themselves to find entertainment as best they can. Left alone, the children soon 
be come restless and begin to play or engage in some kind of mischief. Thus the Sabbath has to them no sacred significance.   
In pleasant weather let parents walk with their children in the fields and groves. Amid the beautiful things of nature tell them 
the reason for the institution of the Sabbath. Describe to them God's great work of creation. Tell them that when the earth came 
from His hand, it was holy and beautiful. Every flower, every shrub, every tree, answered the purpose of its Creator. Everything upon 
which the eye rested was lovely and filled the mind with thoughts of the love of God. Every sound was music in harmony with the 
voice of God. Show that it was sin which marred God's perfect work; that thorns and thistles, sorrow and pain and death, are all the 
result of disobedience to God. Bid them see how the earth, though marred with the curse of sin, still reveals God's goodness. The 
green fields, the lofty trees, the glad sunshine, the clouds, the dew, the solemn stillness of the night, the glory of the starry heavens, 
and the moon in its beauty all bear witness of the Creator. Not a drop of rain falls, not a ray of light is shed on our unthankful world, 
but it testifies to the forbearance and love of God.  Tell them of the way of salvation; how "God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. Let the sweet story of 
Bethlehem be repeated. Present before the children Jesus, as a child obedient to His parents, as a youth faithful and industrious, 
helping to support the family. Thus you can teach them that the Saviour knows the trials, perplexities, and temptations, the 
hopes and joys, of the young, and that He can give them sympathy and help. From time to time read with them the interesting 
stories in Bible history. Question as to what they have learned in the Sabbath school, and study with them the next Sabbath's 
lesson.  {6T 358.1-3}   
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As the sun goes down, let the voice of prayer and the hymn of praise mark the close of the sacred hours and invite 
God's presence through the cares of the week of labor.   Thus parents can make the Sabbath, as it should be, the most 
joyful day of the week. They can lead their children to regard it as a delight, the day of days, the holy of the Lord, 
honorable. I counsel you, my brethren and sisters: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." If you desire your 
children to observe the Sabbath according to the commandment, you must teach them by both precept and example. 
The deep engraving of truth in the heart is never wholly effaced. It may be obscured, but can never be obliterated. The 
impressions made in early life will be seen in afteryears. Circumstances may occur to separate the children from 
their parents and their home, but as long as they live the instruction given in childhood and youth will be a 
blessing.  {6T 359.1-3}  
 
Missionary Trainings on Sabbath Afternoon 
These experiences prepared their hearts to appreciate and receive instruction regarding the value of missionary 
effort as a part of their education. As this subject was presented in the school and in the church, during the week 
of prayer, students and teachers sought to act upon the suggestions, and opportunities for labor were found in all 
directions. Sabbath and Sunday afternoons, from sixteen to twenty students are engaged in holding prayer 
meetings, Bible readings, young people's meetings, and preaching services, in from six to ten different places. One 
result of this work we already see--the workers are greatly blessed. Other results may be seen in the future.--RH Oct. 4, 
1898.{DG 119.3} 
 
Palatable Food in Small Quantity 
We should not provide for the Sabbath a more liberal supply or a greater variety of food than for other days. Instead of this the food 
should be more simple, and less should be eaten, in order that the mind may be clear and vigorous to comprehend spiritual 
things. Overeating befogs the brain. The most precious words may be heard and not appreciated, because the mind is confused by 
an improper diet. By overeating on the Sabbath, many have done more than they think to dishonor God. While cooking upon the 
Sabbath should be avoided, it is not necessary to eat cold food. In cold weather let the food prepared the day before be heated. 
And let the meals, though simple, be palatable and attractive. Provide something that will be regarded as a treat, something 
the family do not have every day.  {6T 357.2, 3} 

 
Jealously Guard the Edges of the Sabbath 
We should jealously guard the edges of the Sabbath. Remember that every moment is consecrated, holy time. Whenever it is 
possible, employers should give their  workers the hours from Friday noon until the beginning of the Sabbath. Give them time for 
preparation, that they may welcome the Lord's day with quietness of mind. By such a course you will suffer no loss even in temporal 
things.  {6T 356.1}   
 
Business Transaction Discussion 
Business Ties With Sabbathbreakers.--There is need of a Sabbath reform among us, who profess to observe God's holy rest day. 
Some discuss their business matters and lay plans on the Sabbath, and God looks upon this in the same light as though they 
engaged in the actual transaction of business.  {Ev 245.1}   
 
God has given men six days wherein to labor, and He requires that their own work be done in the six working days. Acts of necessity 
and mercy are permitted on the Sabbath, the sick and suffering are at all times to be cared for; but unnecessary labor is to be 
strictly avoided. "Turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable; and . . . honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure." Isaiah 58:13. Nor does 
the prohibition end here. "Nor speaking thine own words," says the prophet. Those who discuss business matters or lay plans on 
the Sabbath are regarded by God as though engaged in the actual transaction of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we should 
not even allow our minds to dwell upon things of a worldly character. And the commandment includes all within our gates. {PP 
307.3} 
 
Partnership with Non-SDAs 
Others who are well acquainted with the Bible evidences that the seventh day is the Sabbath, enter into partnership with men who 
have no respect for God's holy day. A Sabbathkeeper cannot allow men in his employ, paid by his money, to work on the 
Sabbath. If, for the sake of gain, he allows the business in which he has an interest to be carried on on the Sabbath by his 
unbelieving partner, he is equally guilty with the unbeliever; and it is his duty to dissolve the relation, however much he may 
lose by so doing. Men may think they cannot afford to obey God, but they cannot afford to disobey Him. Those who are careless in 
their observance of the Sabbath will suffer great loss.-- Review and Herald, March 18, 1884.  {Ev 245.2}   

 
Baptism 
Whenever possible, let baptism be administered in a clear lake or running stream. And give to the occasion all the 
importance and solemnity that can be brought into it. At such a service angels of God are always present.  {6T 97.2} 
 
In every church, baptismal robes should be provided for the candidates. This should not be regarded as a needless 
outlay of means. It is one of the things required in obedience to the injunction: "Let all things be done decently and 
in order." 1 Corinthians 14:40.  {6T 97.4} 
 
BLESSINGS 


