
The “SERMON ON THE MOUNT” 
  

This is the same Discourse as that in Lu 6:17-49 --only reported more fully by 
Matthew, and less fully, as well as with considerable variation, by Luke. The 

prevailing opinion is that Luke's is the original form of the discourse, to which 
Matthew has added a number of sayings, uttered on other occasions, in order 

to give at one view the great outlines of our Lord's ethical teaching. 
 
Bu I believe that the discourse in chapters 5-7 is very similar in most parts to 

that in Lu 6:1-49 Both begin somewhat alike, and end with the same parable; 
and both are immediately followed by the same miracle, Some, however, 

suppose that they cannot be the same, because the objects of the two 
discourses appear to be different; and because in Matthew the discourse 

precedes the choice of the apostles (Mt 10:1), while in Luke it comes 
afterwards; and the one was delivered on ‘a mountain,’ but the other on ‘a 
plain,’ or rather ‘a level place.’ Others think that Matthew has thrown together 

the substance of our Lord’s general teaching during this period. But on a 
careful examination of the whole narrative, the order of events appears to be as 

follows:—Jesus, observing the multitude who flocked to see His miracles, 
retired with His disciples to ‘the mountain’ above Capernaum; and, after a 

night spent in solitary prayer, called to Him ‘whom He would,’ and appointed 
them to be ‘apostles.’ With them He descended to ‘a level place,’ either on the 
table-land of Galilee, or on one of the mountain-terraces overlooking the lake; 

and here He addressed both His disciples and the multitudes in a discourse 
exhibiting the fundamental principles of His kingdom; the basis being laid in 

holiness. Of this discourse each of the two evangelists has preserved just those 
portions, and has presented them in that manner and connection, which best 

suit the great object of his book. Luke selects the moral precepts, which he sets 
forth in their general bearings upon all who follow Christ: Matthew connects 
these with the earlier economy, by recording our Lord’s explanations and 

enforcements of the Mosaic Law, and those corrections of prevailing Jewish 
errors which had special reference to His immediate audience. Our Lord seems 

to have repeated a few important passages of this sermon on other occasions; 
but this will not appear surprising if we remember that His words are the 

perfect expression of the highest truth, and that the same thing has been done 
by the most thoughtful and accurate teachers, and even by inspired prophets 
(compare Jer 10:12-16; 51:15-19). 

 
This discourse contains— 

I. The Introduction: the citizens of the Kingdom: truly happy because truly 
holy (5.3-12).  

II. The Law of the Kingdom: spiritual, in contrast with that enjoined by 
Jewish teachers (13-20); illustrated by the exposition of the Divine 
Law in five particulars—Murder, Adultery, Perjury, Revenge, 

Exclusiveness (25-48).  



III. Life in the Kingdom, evinced by unostentatious reality in all religious 
observances, as opposed to Pharisaic formalism (6.1-18); simplicity 

and heavenliness in all aims and pursuits, as opposed to anxious 
worldliness of mind (19-34); and charity and wisdom in judging and 

treating others, as opposed to the mingled censoriousness and laxity 
of the Pharisees (7.1-12).  

IV. The Conclusion—warning against dangers from within and without, and 
encouragements to enter and pursue the arduous course of Christian 
obedience (13-27). 

 
“He that is of God heareth God's words…” John 8:47.  

 
The Sermon Upon the Mount is designed to invite souls to Christ, and to make 

way for his law into their hearts 
 
It is designed to settle and sum up the articles of agreement between God and 

man. The scope of the divine revelation is to let us know what God expects 
from us, and what we may then expect from him; and no where is this more 

fully set forth in a few words than here, nor with a more exact reference to each 
other; and this is that gospel which we are required to believe; for what is faith 

but a conformity to these characters, and a dependence upon these promises? 
 
Christ had lately called his disciples, and told them that they should be fishers 

of men; here he tells them further what he designed them to be--the salt of the 
earth, and lights of the world, that they might be indeed what it was expected 

they should be. 
 

They are to be in themselves--seasoned with the gospel, with the salt of grace; 
thoughts and affections, words and actions, all seasoned with grace. 
 

As the lights of the world, they are illustrious and conspicuous, and have many 
eyes upon them. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. The Disciples of 

Christ, especially those who are forward and zealous in his service, become 
remarkable, and are taken notice of as beacons. 

 
The holy, regular, and exemplary conversation of the saints, may do much 
towards the conversion of sinners; those who are unacquainted with religion, 

may hereby be brought to know what it is. Examples teach. And those who are 
prejudiced against it, may hereby by brought in love with it, and thus there is a 

winning virtue in a godly conversation. 
 

It is a dangerous thing, in doctrine or practice, to disannul the least of God's 
commands; to break them, that is, to go about either to contract the extent, or 
weaken the obligation of them; whoever does so, will find it is at his peril.  Thus 

to vacate any of the Ten Commandments, is too bold a stroke for the jealous 



God to pass by. It is something more than transgressing the law; it is making 
void the law. 

 
Many give this as a reason why they do not come to church or to the 

communion, because they are at variance with some neighbour; and whose 
fault is that? One sin will never excuse another, but will rather double the 

guilt. 
 
It is not unbecoming a minister of the gospel to preach of hell and damnation; 

nay, he must do it, for Christ himself did it; and we are unfaithful to our trust, 
if we give not warning of the wrath to come. 

 
There are some sins from which we need to be saved with fear, particularly 

fleshly lusts, which are such natural brute beasts as cannot be checked, but 
by being frightened; cannot be kept from a forbidden tree, but by cherubim, 
with a flaming sword WHICH IS LIKE LIFE IN THE SPIRIT. 

 
That, in fact, The Sermon upon the Mount that’s Mathew Chapters 5, 6 and 7 

is a Literature Review of The Ten Commandments in nothing else but the whole 
Truth. 

 
In general, including all those things wherein we must be followers of God as 
dear children. Note, It is the duty of Christians to desire, and aim at, and press 

toward a perfection in grace and holiness, Phil 3:12-14. And therein we must 
study to conform ourselves to the example of our heavenly Father, 1Pe 1:15, 

16. 
 

In this particular before mentioned, of doing well to our enemies; see Lu 6:36. 
It is God's perfection to forgive injuries and to entertain strangers, and to do 
well to the evil and unthankful, and it will be ours to be like him. We that owe 

so much, that owes our all, to the divine bounty, ought to copy it out as well as 
we can. 

 
"Lord, teach us how to pray!" is a prayer necessary to prayer; for unless we are 

divinely instructed in the manner, and influenced by the spirit of true devotion, 
even the prayer taught us by Jesus Christ may be repeated without profit to 
our souls. 

 
Prayer requires more of the heart than of the tongue. The eloquence of prayer 

consists in the fervency of desire, and the simplicity of faith. The abundance of 
fine thoughts, studied and vehement motions, and the order and politeness of 

the expressions, are things which compose a mere human harangue. 
 
The Lords prayer is a prayer for the Children of God. In that, it terminates the 

selfish self I and replace it with our in the sense to create unity. We are a 



family of Christ; for the desire of your life should be a desire that can benefit 
fellow brethren. 

 
SANCTIFICATION 

While we are living on this earth as pilgrims, it is the greatest hope of every 
believer to meet and see God our redeemer, just as the natural Israelites 

thirsted to meet see God the creator. 
 
But before the natural Israelites would meet God, He said to Moses , "Go unto 

the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their 
clothes, and be ready against the third day: for the third day the Lord will 

come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai." Exodus 19:10. 
 

To occupy the intervening days all the children of Israel were to solemnly 
prepare themselves to appear before God. The people and their clothes were to 
be cleansed from every impurity. And as Moses would point out their sins, they 

were to devote themselves to humiliation, fasting, and prayer, that their hearts 
might be cleansed from iniquity. 

 
The sanctification set forth in the sacred scriptures has to do with the entire 

being—spirit, soul and body. Here is the true idea of entire consecration. Paul 
prays that the church at Thessalonica may enjoy this great blessing.” The very 
God of peace Sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 

and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I 
Thess.5:23)- Bible Sanctification, by Mrs. E.G. White,P,2. 

 
Through out the bible, God makes an earnest call to repentance. “Blow the 

trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the people, 
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and 

those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and 
the bride out of her closet” (Joel 2:15, 16). Our Lord Jesus Christ in his prayer 
to God, he prayed for his disciples that God should “Sanctify them through 

thy truth: thy word is truth.” He prayed that God should perfect them in 
holiness, by means of “his truth.” which is the word of God.  

 
And just as “there was a coming out, a decided separation from the wicked, an 

escape for life. So it was in the days of Noah; so with Lot; so with the disciples 
prior to the destruction of Jerusalem; and so it will be in the last days. Again 
the voice of God is heard in a message of warning, bidding His people 

separate themselves from the prevailing iniquity.” {PP 166.4} 
 

Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart.. 
(Joel2:12). “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22). And when we draw near to God in 
godly sincerity with our hearts sprinkled and our bodies washed, than all the 



legal sprinklings and washings, We neither do wrong, nor defraud our 
brethren. We are neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

effeminate, nor abusers of ourselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortionist. Our bodies no longer have to have 

tattoos, neither make-ups, nor do we take cigarettes. Neither do we keep hatred 
in our hearts, nor discord, nor jealousy, nor fits of rage, nor selfish ambition, 

nor dissensions, nor factions and envy; nor take part in orgies, nor witchcraft. 
Our eyes neither view, nor watch pornographic materials, nor do we have a 
pride look because we are washed, we are sanctified, and we are justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

But Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, or a day. It is a 
continual growth in grace. ‘Sanctification is a progressive work. The 

successive steps are set before us in the words of Peter: “Giving all diligence, 
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and 

to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if 
these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 

barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" 2 Peter 1:5-8. 
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 

election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" verses 10, 11. {CCh 50.4}’ 

 
True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, and perfect 

conformity to the will of God. We are to be sanctified to God through 
obedience to the truth. Our conscience must be purged from dead works to 

serve the living God. We are not yet perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away 
from the entanglements of self and sin, and advance to perfection. Great 
possibilities, high and holy attainments, are placed within the reach of all.  {AA 

565.1}…As long as Satan reigns we shall have self to subdue, besetments to 
overcome, and there is no stopping place, there is no point to which we 

can come and say we have fully attained. {CCh 51.2}. 
 

Our Saviour claims all there is of us; He asks our first and holiest thoughts, 
our purest and most intense affection. If we are indeed partakers of the divine 
nature, His praise will be continually in our hearts and upon our lips. Our 

only safety is to surrender our all to Him and to be constantly growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of the truth…{CCh 50.1}.  

 
Thus says the lord “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am 

the LORD your God.” (Levicticus 20:7). Amen  
 
‘EXCEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL EXCEED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 

OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES.’ Matt. 5:20 
 



Very often in the new testament we get two classes of people mentioned 
together- scribes and Pharisees. They were strict legalists, having their 

life hedged around by the detailed rules and regulations worked out from the 
great broad principles of the law, in such a way that there was not an action or 

event that they did not cover. In addition to that the strict legalist would with 
meticulous care measure out one 

exact tenth of even his garden herbs to give them to God (Matthew 23:23). 
 
Among the critical comments Jesus made about the Scribes and Pharisees, He 

said, “You are like whitewashed tombs, which appear beautiful on the outside, 
but inside are full of dead men's bones and every impurity.” (Matthew 23:27) 

Thus the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees 
was like the ornaments of a grave, or dressing up a dead body, only for show. 

“The rabbis counted their righteousness a passport to heaven; but Jesus 
declared it to be insufficient and unworthy. External ceremonies and a 
theoretical knowledge of truth constituted Pharisaical righteousness. The 

rabbis claimed to be holy through their own efforts in keeping the law; but 
their works had divorced righteousness from religion. While they were 

punctilious in ritual observances, their lives were immoral and debased. Their 
so-called righteousness could never enter the kingdom of heaven.”{DA 309.1}    

 
Speaking to the multitude about entry into the kingdom of heaven, Christ, in 
his sermon on the mount, taught righteousness as a prerequisite for entry into 

the kingdom of heaven. But “…except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 

kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20). “The greatest deception of the human 
mind in Christ's day was that a mere assent to the truth constitutes 

righteousness. In all human experience a theoretical knowledge of the truth 
has been proved to be insufficient for the saving of the soul. It does not bring 
forth the fruits of righteousness…The same danger still exists. Many take it for 

granted that they are Christians, simply because they subscribe to certain 
theological tenets. But they have not brought the truth into practical life. They 

have not believed and loved it, therefore they have not received the power and 
grace that come through sanctification of the truth. Men may profess faith in 

the truth; but if it does not make them sincere, kind, patient, forbearing, 
heavenly-minded, it is a curse to its possessors, and through their influence it 
is a curse to the world.”  {DA 309}   

 
He further went on to say that “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (Matthew 7:21-23). Thus, not 

everyone that makes a mere profession of Jesus and his religion shall enter 
into heaven, whatever the false teachers may assure us to the contrary. But 



only he that doeth the will of His father as He had then declared it. Everything 
short of that is only saying, Lord, Lord. Even the working of miracles, 

preaching the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, or 
wonderful works is no proof that a man has saving righteousness. “And why ca

ll ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”(Luke 6:46). 
 

The righteousness which Christ taught is conformity of heart and life to the 
revealed will of God. Sinful men can become righteous only as they have faith 
in God and maintain a vital connection with Him. Then true godliness will 

elevate the thoughts and ennoble the life. Then the external forms of religion 
accord with the Christian's internal purity. Then the ceremonies required in 

the service of God 
are not meaningless rites, like those of the hypocritical Pharisees. {DA 310.1}   

 
The apostle Paul makes an appeal to “Awake to righteousness, and sin not…” 
(1 Corinthians 15:34) Shake off our lethargy to righteousness which flows from 

the true knowledge of God and we will not sin, for “Whosoever is born of God 
doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 

because he is born of God.”  (1 John 3:9) The apostle writes to shame some 
among us who have not the knowledge of God, with all our boasted knowledge, 

we are totally ignorant of what it most concerns us to know, for nothing is more 
shameful, than sleepy ignorance of God, and of the word and works of God; in 
these especially, considering the advantages we have. For them it is exactly like 

the Pharisees, though they might have believed that they did everything 
necessary to enter Heaven, they were wrong. 

 
And this righteousness, spoken by the apostle, is only provided for us in Jesus 

Christ, and it is a complete and perfect righteousness. “And be found in him, 
not having mine on righteousness, which is of the law,-performed by our own 
strength as did the Scribes and Pharisees- but that which is through faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which of God by faith.” (Philippians 3:9). Christ’s 
righteousness, imputed by faith alone, is needed by everyone who craves for 

heaven. “For Christ is the fulfilment of the law for righteousness to everyone 
who believes.” (Romans 10:4). “That he would grant unto us, that we being 

delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our 
life.”(Luke 1: 74, 75). Thus A 'real' Christian is going to be set apart by 

avoiding sin and a dedication to Scripture, prayer and church.  And to 
dedicate one's personal life to these activities obviously requires an exercise of 

faith. But without faith it is impossible to please him…” (Hebrews 11:6). 
 

What Agreement? 2. Cor.  6:16. 
 
But why have we drawn our standards of living from the world and stand on an 

equal footing with the world? “...know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  



1 Corinthians 6:19 “Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ?” 
(1 Corinthians 6:15.) By professing that you are a Christian, you have linked 

yourself to Jesus Christ. And when a man or a woman does that they have 
become the property of Christ. Notice what verse 20 says “For ye are bought 

with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's.”  If you believe and understand that by the death of Christ on 

Calvary, you were bought with a price and you believe that you are God's 
possession and that your body belongs to God;  
 

Why would you put a tattoo over that which belongs to God? (Leviticus 19:28)  
Why would you bole holes on the ears and put a piece metal over 

what belongs to God? Why would you put a loose dress in which 
there is a rent or an opening that upon putting yourself in motion 

would discover a limb of the body to the beholders? Why would 
you expose the gentle swelling of the breasts in their primitive 
nakedness, according to the popular notion (kuflasha) when God, 

the owner, has commanded that you ought to dress “in modesty 
with shamefacedness and sobriety”? (1. Timothy 2:9), why would 

be disposed to discover yourself to men? Since it is a sin to covet 
(Romans 13:9), why would you want to entice a brother or sister to covet your 

body by wearing clothes that have rents and openings through which some 
members of the body can be discovered? “But take heed lest by any means this 
liberty of yours become a stumbling block to them that are weak.” (1 

Corinthians 8:9).Why would you want to be a stumbling block for someone, 
especially for people who are preparing to meet Jesus? What could possibly be 

the motive for you to do this? 
 

Jesus said, " anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart-Matthew 5:28. Satan heard this 
sermon and now he is inspiring his apostles to manufacture clothes that 

exposes the private parts; breasts, thighs or contours so that many men lust 
(sin) upon looking.  

 
The question is, why do prostitutes wear garments that expose private parts? 

Your answer is right! To attract the attention of men. So why do you clad in 
immodesty clothing as if you are a whore? Again I ask, why do men turn their 
eyes at ladies?  Look at a Muslim woman; she had covered all her private parts, 

which man would lust at her? Not even one.  
 

Conscious is the voice of God speaking to the heart. It’s this voice that tells you 
to pull down a skirt to cover the thighs; yes it is this voice that tells you to put 

a bag or clothes over your legs telling you you have not dressed properly.  
 
 “Man was made to bear God's image, both in outward resemblance and in 

character.” Patriarchs and Prophets by E.G  
 



Why would you take a body that belongs to God and unites it with an 
unbeliever in marriage?  “What fellowship hath righteousness with 

unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? (2 
Corinthians 6:14) “Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet 

among many nations was there no king like him, who was beloved of his God, 
and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish 

women cause to sin. Shall we then…transgress against our God in 
marrying strange wives/husbands?” (Nehemiah 13:26-27) 
 

“Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain…” (James 4:5) that “Ye are the 
light of the world...” (Matthew 5:14.) “Let your light so shine before men…” 

(Matthew 5:16), so that men who are in darkness of ignorance, error and sin, 
after seeing your good works, they may be moved to love and serve God 

likewise.  Then “…what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 
6:14) 
 

When light came into the world men perceived it not because they loved 
darkness (John 1:5), but God through his mercy called us from the darkness 

into his marvelous light and made us a loyal priesthood, a chosen generation, a 
peculiar people so that, through our behavior, our virtues, we should show 

forth the praises of Him who called us into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). 
What agreement then hath Christ whom we serve and the word where we 
belong? 

 
“…know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 

Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 
4:4). But “They are of the world…” (1 John 4:5) and “We are of God…” (1 John 

4:6). What intimacy, then, hath an Adventist with the word?  
 
“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 

and idolatry..." (1 Samuel 15:23.) Why would you be determined not to change 
your attitudes, and make open resistance to the lawful authority of God in not 

obeying his commands according to his allegiance? 
 

“Thus saith the LORD of hosts; consider your ways.” (Haggai 1:7.) Think 
twice before you put a tattoo over what belongs to God, before you do the eye 
makeup, i.e. remove the eyebrows, colour the eyelids, etc., before you bole 

holes in the ears to put a piece of metal, before you apply those nail cosmetics 
to the fingers, before you use those lip liners, before you round the corners of 

thy head and cliff the edges of thy beard. For “If any man defiles the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple 

ye are.” (1 Corinthians 3:17) “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience.”(Ephesians 5:6). 

 



What, then, is the example that we are to set to the world? 
 

“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked.” (1 John 2:6.) “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord…” (2 Corinthians 6:17.) “Be not ye therefore 
partakers with them. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in 

the Lord: walk as children of light. Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them.” (Ephesians 5: 7,8,10, 11). “...for that which is highly 

esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” (Luke 16:15.) 
The fashionable hair-cuts, the fashionable manner of scanty clothing, the 

fashionable ways with which we broider our hairs, the weaves etc., the 
fashionable ornaments & cosmetics that we apply on the body to change or 

enhance our complexion, every manner of fashion that we highly esteem, it 
doesn't matter the justification you give to it, whether you say this hair cult 
befits my head, this manner of dress befits the era but God has declared it to 

be an abomination unto Him and God never changes. 
 

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do not 

merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 
(James 1: 21-22).NIV “…present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 

conformed-neither in judgment, spirit, nor behaviour-to this world- which, 
neglecting the will of God, entirely follows its own: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12:1, 2). “As obedient children, not 

fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 
Peter 14). “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness-In act, word, or thought, inordinate affection-Every 

passion which does not flow from and lead to the love of God, evil 
concupiscence- The desires of the flesh, the desires of the eye, and the pride of 

life, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5) “But put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts 

thereof.” Romans 13:14. “…Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16.)  
 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled--"shall be saturated. But what is the precise meaning of 

"righteousness" here? Lutheran expositors, and some of our own, seem to have 
a hankering after that more restricted sense of the term in which it is used with 

reference to the sinner's justification before God. (See Jer 23:6; Isa 45:24; Ro 
4:6; 2Co 5:21). But, in so comprehensive a saying as this, it is clearly to be 
taken--as in Mt 5:10 also--in a much wider sense, as denoting that spiritual 

and entire conformity to the law of God, under the want of which the saints 
groan, and the possession of which constitutes the only true saintship. The Old 



Testament dwells much on this righteousness, as that which alone God regards 
with approbation (Ps 11:7; 23:3; 106:3; Pr 12:28; 16:31; Isa 64:5, &c.). As 

hunger and thirst are the keenest of our appetites, our Lord, by employing this 
figure here, plainly means "those whose deepest cravings are after spiritual 

blessings." And in the Old Testament we find this craving variously expressed: 
"Hearken unto Me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord" 

(Isa 51:1); "I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord," exclaimed dying Jacob (Ge 
49:18); "My soul," says the sweet Psalmist, "breaketh for the longing that it 
hath unto Thy judgments at all times" (Ps 119:20): and in similar breathings 

does he give vent to his deepest longings in that and other Psalms. Well, our 
Lord just takes up here--this blessed frame of mind, representing it as--the 

surest pledge of the coveted supplies, as it is the best preparative, and indeed 
itself the beginning of them. "They shall be saturated," He says; they shall not 

only have what they so highly value and long to possess, but they shall have 
their fill of it.  Not here, however. Even in the Old Testament this was well 
understood.  "Deliver me," says the Psalmist, in language which, beyond all 

doubt, stretches beyond the present scene, "from men of the world, which have 
their portion in this life: as for me, I shall behold Thy face in righteousness: I 

shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness" (Ps 17:13-15). The 
foregoing beatitudes--the first four--represent the saints rather as conscious of 

their need of salvation, and acting suitably to that character, than as 
possessed of it. The next three are of a different kind--representing the saints 
as having now found salvation, and conducting themselves accordingly. 

 
They which do hunger and thirst]  As the body has its natural appetites of 

hunger and thirst for the food and drink suited to its nourishment, so has the 
soul.  No being is indestructible or unfailing in its nature but GOD; no being is 

independent but him: as the body depends for its nourishment, health, and 
strength upon the earth, so does the soul upon heaven. Heavenly things cannot 
support the body; they are not suited to its nature: earthly things cannot 

support the soul, for the same reason.  When the uneasy sensation termed 
hunger takes place in the stomach, we know we must get food or perish.  When 

the soul is awakened to a tense of its wants, and begins to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness or holiness, which is its proper food, we know that it must 

be purified by the Holy Spirit, and be made a partaker of that living bread, Joh 
8:48, or perish everlastingly. Now, as God never inspires a prayer but with a 
design to answer it, he who hungers and thirsts after the full salvation of God, 

may depend on being speedily and effectually blessed or satisfied, well-fed, as 
the word promises. 

 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, &c.--How 

entirely this final beatitude has its ground in the Old Testament, is evident 
from the concluding words, where the encouragement held out to endure such 
persecutions consists in its being but a continuation of what was experienced 

by the Old Testament servants of God. But how, it may be asked, could such 
beautiful features of character provoke persecution? To this the following 



answers should suffice: "Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved." "The world cannot hate 

you; but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil." "If 
ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of 

the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you." "There is yet one man (said wicked Ahab to good Jehoshaphat) by whom 

we may inquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he never prophesied good unto 
me, but always evil" (Joh 3:20; 7:7; 15:19; 2Ch 18:7). But more particularly, 
the seven characters here described are all in the teeth of the spirit of the 

world, insomuch that such hearers of this discourse as breathed that spirit 
must have been startled, and had their whole system of thought and action 

rudely dashed. Poverty of spirit runs counter to the pride of men's heart; a 
pensive disposition, in the view of one's universal deficiencies before God, is ill 

relished by the callous, indifferent, laughing, self-satisfied world; a meek and 
quiet spirit, taking wrong, is regarded as pusillanimous, and rasps against the 
proud, resentful spirit of the world; that craving after spiritual blessings 

rebukes but too unpleasantly the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life; so does a merciful spirit the hard-heartedness of the world; purity 

of heart contrasts painfully with painted hypocrisy; and the peacemaker cannot 
easily be endured by the contentious, quarrelsome world. Thus does 

"righteousness" come to be "persecuted." But blessed are they who, in spite of 
this, dare to be righteous. My prayer is that Laodicea would revisit Matthew 5 
before probation closes 

 
Blessings  


