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Preface 
 
Since mid-1880s crisis of D.M. Canright, Seventh day Adventism has been a 

movement familiar with crises. This is a movement that has been pushed to a 

corner and in response to combat the worldview that they are a “cult” and not 

Christian denomination, we have seen since then a lot of “reactionary theology” 

almost in all its doctrines that has not done good but eroded the faith once 

delivered to the saints. We have seen this movement adopt the word “Trinity” to 

escape the wrath of evangelicals, we have seen the 1919 conference discuss the 

place of Ellen White role in Adventism [we are afraid of our own prophetess], 

the 1950s evangelical dialogues that downplays “atonement”, the 1980s Dallas 

Texas official adoption of “Trinity” which is a prerequisite to join ecumenical 

movement of WCC and the 1995 joining with evangelicals to celebrate the “Lima 

Text” which talks about Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry [BEM] things that we are 

gulfs apart. All these moves have been nothing but face-saving moves where there 

was no real face to save. Afraid to remain distinct and peculiar amidst the 

pressure and the siege of Christendom, Seventh day Adventism has become a 

movement with an “Identity Crisis”. Due to much controverted doctrine of God. I 

decided to put out something precise in a small Volume to shed light on our 

position as a Father and Son believers. Though “author” and editor of this, this 

document is the official belief of Gospel Sounders Rekindling the Reformation 

Ministries [GSrrM]. This study is one kind of it; bringing together the wider scope 

of the doctrine of God and giving another dimension on this belief more so on the 

part of the “Holy Spirit” which is another misunderstood subject among 

Trinitarians and Non-Trinitarians. Thanks to the Lord for providing me with 

friends who have contributed greatly to this work. Much regards to Brother Ryan 

Tacklin and Paul Chung for supplying numerous unread before quotes. In some 

instances you will also meet sentiments from fellow pilgrims whom I know because 

they are not seeking vain glory, they won’t be offended of their names being not 

mentioned. Blessings as you go through this in your renewed zeal and quest for 

truth and righteousness. 
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Kevin Morgan Challenge 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce <<whose goingS forth have been from of old, 
from the days of eternity>> [taken from your presentation, "The forgotten truth 
(TEXTS)," p. 35] I capitalized the S to call attention to it.  
 
You apparently miss the point of the plural because your belief about the Son 
having an origin obscures what it is saying.  
  
It doesn't describe a single "going forth." It describes "goingS forth." So, would 
you have Him being begotten more than once in eternity? That isn't the meaning 
of "goings forth."  
  
It isn't talking about origin. It is describing the fact that He has always gone forth. 
As far back as one can conceive He has had "goings forth."  
  
Will you see this? Only if you surrender your assumptions and let the Scripture 
speak. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce <<I was brought forth ... I was there.>> Yes, 
that is what He is saying. Wisdom, or Christ, was present before the world was 
made. God didn't live without wisdom until some point in time. He has always had 
wisdom; He has always had His Son. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce <<"And what God was, the Word was">> 
Indeed. God (speaking of the Father) wasn't one thing and the Son another. They 
are both "self-existent."  
  
On another mistaken matter--Christ came out from God, and He told His disciples 
that He would return to God. "Coming out" (exerchomai) means leaving one place. 
You can search the Scriptures and find that, whenever this word is used, it is not 
describing birth or origin. The devils that come out of a man (a parallel that Marcos 
used to explain the word) did not originate in the man. They had entered Him and 
they came out of Him. However, the Son of God is not described as coming out of 
God's person but, rather, as coming out from God for the purpose of coming to 
this earth. Then, He reversed the process when He left this earth and returned to 
God. He didn't climb into God's person. He took the throne with His Father. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce It is an amazement to me that scriptures are 
used as nails to say what they are not saying.  
  
<<God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.>>  
  
This verse points out that we share something with God that enables us to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. We do not become holy spirits to worship Him, but like 
Him, at the new birth, we have a spiritual nature.  
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<<The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit.>>  
  
This verse points unmistakably to something that occurred after the Son of God 
became a human being. Christ became "the last Adam," a man. His being "made a 
quickening spirit" is FOLLOWING the incarnation. So, what does it mean? Did Christ 
turn into a non-corporal spirit? No, His disciples saw Him, and He said to them, 
"Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have" (Luke 24:39). The point of the 
statement is that Christ was transformed into a life-giving spiritual being, just as 
the angels, who are "spirits" (Heb. 1:14), are spiritual beings. Though having flesh 
and bones, Jesus was able to enter the upper room unseen. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce What makes the Holy Spirit "another 
Comforter"? The fact that Christ is a comforter. If Christ were not a comforter, He 
would not have said He was sending "another" one. But you would have the Spirit 
to be "the same comforter," though simply in another form.  
  
Why would you do this? Because you are warping Scripture to fit your view rather 
than letting Scripture shape your view. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce I understand that that is your assumption, but 
I do not agree that you are presenting what the prophetess believed or you could 
quote her echoing your conclusions. You can piece together different statements 
of hers to back your view, but you cannot cite any statements from her that 
expresses your view.  
  
Moreover, truth that was discovered without knowledge of Greek and Hebrew 
should only BE CONFIRMED by studying the original languages. As Ellen White 
said, "The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many years by 
our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into 
truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close 
investigation" (CW 35.2). 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce With all due respect, the currently taught AT 
view(s) is neither the position of the pioneers nor the position of Ellen White. It is 
indeed NEW LIGHT because it is a synthesis of the "pioneer view" with the later 
writings of Ellen White.  
  
So, although you may not claim that you are presenting something new--you are.  
  
I will illustrate in another post. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce The "pioneer" view is that the Holy Spirit was 
NOT a person. That can be verified by any number of statements. They viewed the 
Spirit as an influence or an emanation from God. Ellen White, on the other hand, 
designated the Holy Spirit as a true person--the THIRD person of the Godhead--
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and she used numerous synonyms for PERSON to help God's people understand 
what she meant.  
  
• “the three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Ms. 57, 1900)  
• the “three living persons of the heavenly trio ... the three great powers” (Ms. 21, 
1906, emphasis added; cf. Ms. 31, 1901; Lt. 129, 1903; Ms. 136, 1903)  
• the ‘three highest powers of heaven” (Ms. 27a, 1900; Ms. 50, 1904; Ms. 106, 
1904; Ms. 108, 1904; Ms. 158, 1904; Ms. 191, 1905; Ms. 191, 1905)  
• “the three highest powers in heaven” (Lt. 253a, 1903; Special Testimonies, Series 
B, No. 7, p. 51 [1905]; Ms. 180, 1907)  
• the “three great powers of heaven—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Lt. 
1, 1904; Ms. 21, 1906; cf. Ms. 11, 1901; Ms. 78, 1905; Ms. 181, 1905; Ms. 187, 
1905; Ms. 191, 1905; Ms. 183, 1907; Lt. 32, 1907)  
• “the three great heavenly Powers” (Ms. 130, 1902; Ms. 192, 1903; Ms. 147, 
1906; cf. Ms. 186, 1907)  
• “the three great powers that were in the heavenly courts” (Ms. 159, 1904)  
• “the three great Powers in heaven” (Ms. 190, 1903; Ms. 182, 1907; Ms. 37, 1908)  
• the “three great personal powers, the authorities of heaven” (Lt. 205, 1901)  
• “the three highest powers in the heavenly courts (Ms. 61, 1907)  
• “the three highest powers in the universe—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit” (Lt. 53, 1904; cf. Ms. 67, 1908)  
• “the three great, infinite powers” who are “unitedly pledged to work in our behalf 
if we will co-operate with them” (Ms. 144, 1901, emphasis added)  
• “the three greatest powers in the heavens” (Lt. 131, 1902)  
• “the threefold powers” (Ms. 45, 1904)  
• “the three great Worthies, the Powers in heaven” (Ms. 139, 1906)  
• “the three great Worthies in heaven—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ... 
the three great Worthies of heaven ... the three holiest beings in heaven ... the 
three Great Worthies” (Ms. 95, 1906; cf. Ms. 145, 1906)  
• “the three great authorities of heaven that are pledged, pledged to be with you” 
(Ms. 177, 1907)  
• “the three heavenly authorities” (Lt. 396, 1906)  
• “the three highest authorities of the heavenly courts—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost” (Ms. 87, 1902)  
• “the three highest authorities in the universe” (Ms. 129, 1907)  
• “the three greatest representatives of heavenly authority” (Ms. 57, 1902)  
• “three representatives of heavenly authority” (Lt. 174, 1909)  
• the “three great individual Agencies” (Ms. 68, 1900)  
• “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ... these three 
great agencies” (Ms. 67, 1907)  
• “three distinct agencies, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, work together 
for human beings” (Ms. 27a, 1900)  
• “the three dignitaries and powers of heaven” (Ms. 85, 1901)  
• “the three holy dignitaries of heaven” (Ms. 92, 1901)  
• “the eternal heavenly dignitaries—God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit” (Ms. 130, 
1901; was Ms. 145, 1901)  
• the “three great personal dignitaries of heaven” (Ms. 92, 1901, emphasis added)  
• the “three great Instrumentalities of heaven” (Ms. 11, 1901)  
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• “the three great and glorious heavenly characters” (Ms. 45, 1904).  
  
The AT advocates come along and recognize that they cannot, like the pioneers, 
continue advocating the "non-person" view of the Holy Spirit and be in sync with 
the prophetess. So, what do they do? They create a synthesis of the two positions-
-and spend quite a bit of time defending their synthesis because those who truly 
accept the Spirit's personhood recognize that the AT view begrudgingly offers 
PSEUDO-personhood to the Spirit. In fact, many books that have been written in 
defense of the AT position will say that the Spirit is "person-like," showing that 
they do not actually embrace the enlightenment of Ellen White. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce Now, I realize that you have invested a great 
deal in this new synthesis and that you may have even paid a great price by being 
dismissed from the Adventist Church for your commitment to this new synthesis, 
however, it remains that it isn't what the pioneers taught and it isn't what Ellen 
White taught, but it is an amalgamating of the two.  
  
And you can count on me to faithfully point out where your view is MISSING key 
elements of the biblical text or Spirit of Prophecy quotation. 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce I understand that, because you have accepted 
this new synthesis, you believe my calling attention to its discrepancies is a lie. 
But it is really not very becoming of you to ignore what I am saying and simply 
accuse me of lying. That is not very "kind language," as you pointed out above. 
 
Kevin Morgan With regard to W. C. White's answer. I quote:  
  
"In your letter you request me to tell you what I understand to be my mother’s 
position in reference to the personality of the Holy Spirit.  
  
This I cannot do because I never clearly understood her teachings on the matter."  
  
So, why would you use what he wrote to settle the matter? 
 
Kevin Morgan Sami LM Wilberforce Perhaps you should tell me how far you 
extend the term "pioneer." To help you understand where I limit the term, I cite 
the example of E. J. Waggoner, who wrote after the turn of the 20th century. He is 
a second-generation Adventist, so would not be one of the pioneers. 
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Section 1: Laying the Foundation and Addressing Objections 
 
I will not go into much arguments of what Brother Kevin has said above but I will 
let the prophetess speak on how such issues should be dealt with. 
 
How shall we approach Bible Questions and Answering Critiques? 
 

 But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and 
the Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. 
The opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or 
decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are 
the churches which they represent, the voice of the majority - not one 
nor all of these should be regarded as evidence for or against any point 
of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should 
demand a plain "Thus saith the Lord" in its support. GC 595.1 

 
 May God help you all and help me. I want help and strength and power. But 

do not quote Sister White till you stand on vantage ground, where you 
know what you are doing. Take the word of God. It is full of meat and 
drink. Study the Bible, and you will know more of God than you do now. 
You will have something fresh to impart to others. You will not go over the 
same ground again and again. You will realize that there is a world to 
save. I ask you to put on the whole armor, and be sure that your feet are 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. - Manuscript 43, 1901, 
12 - 19. (Talk in Battle Creek College Library, April 1, 1901.) 

 
 In public labor do not make prominent, and quote that which Sister White 

has written, as authority to sustain your positions. To do this will not 
increase faith in the testimonies. Bring your evidences, clear and plain, 
from the Word of God. A "Thus saith the Lord" is the strongest testimony 
you can possibly present to the people. Let none be educated to look to 
Sister White, but to the mighty God, who gives instruction to Sister 
White. - Letter 11, 1894. [3SM 29.3] 

 
 But here is the Word, the precious Word, exalted before you today. And 

don't you give a rap any more what "Sister White said" - "Sister White 
said this," and "Sister White said that," and "Sister White said the other 
thing." But say, "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel," and then you do 
just what the Lord God of Israel does, and what he says. [SpM 167.2] 

 
 Now here is the way the matter is represented; but when there is "I do not 

care," and going right contrary to the light that God has given in His Word - 
I do not ask you to take my word; I do not ask you to do it; lay Sister 
White right to one side; you lay her right to one side. Do you not - never 
quote my words again as long as you live, until you can obey the Bible. 
When you take the Bible and make that, make that your food, your meat, 
and your drink, and make that the elements of your character - when you 
can do that, then you will know better how to receive some counsel from 
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God. But here the Word, the precious Word, I exalt it before you today; 
and do not go and repeat any more what Sister White said - "Sister 
White said this," and "Sister White said that," and "Sister White said the 
other thing;" you say, "What saith the Lord God of Israel?" and then you 
do just what the Lord God of Israel does and what He says. Christ says: "I 
do the works of my Father; the works that I see him do, I do." John 5:19. 
(Ms43d-1901.22) 

 
 A brother asked, “Sister White, do you think we must understand the truth 

for ourselves? Why can we not take the truths that others have gathered 
together, and believe them because they have investigated the subjects, 
and then we shall be free to go on without the taxing of the powers of 
the mind in the investigation of all these subjects? Do you not think that 
these men who have brought out the truth in the past were inspired of 
God?” I dare not say they were not led of God, for Christ leads into all truth; 
but when it comes to inspiration in the fullest sense of the word, I 
answer, No. I believe that God has given them a work to do, but if they are 
not fully consecrated to God at all times, they will weave self and their 
peculiar traits of character into what they are doing, and will put their mold 
upon the work, and fashion men in religious experience after their own 
pattern. It is dangerous for us to make flesh our arm. We should lean 
upon the arm of Infinite Power. God has been revealing this to us for 
years. We must have living faith in our hearts and reach out for larger 
knowledge and more advanced light.—The Review and Herald, March 25, 
1890. – {CW 33, 34} 

 
 How shall we search the Scriptures in order to understand what they teach? 

We should come to the investigation of God's word with a contrite heart, 
a teachable and prayerful spirit. We are not to think, as did the Jews, 
that our own ideas and opinions are infallible; nor with the papists, that 
certain individuals are the sole guardians of truth and knowledge, that 
men have no right to search the Scriptures for themselves, but must 
accept the explanations given by the fathers of the church. We should 
not study the Bible for the purpose of sustaining our preconceived 
opinions, but with the single object of learning what God has said. {TM 
105.1}  

 
 In 1844, when anything came to our attention that we did not 

understand, we kneeled down and asked God to help us take the right 
position; and then we were able to come to a right understanding and 
see eye to eye. There was no dissension, no enmity, no evil-surmising, 
no misjudging of our brethren. If we but knew the evil of the spirit of 
intolerance, how carefully would we shun it!--Gospel Workers, pp. 301, 
302. (1915.) {CW 43.2} 
 

 There are many who have a merely nominal faith, but this faith will not 
save you. Many believe in Christ because somebody else does, because 
the minister has told them this or that; but if you rest your faith only 
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on the minister's word, you will be lost. You must not do as did the foolish 
virgins, who, when the cry came, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh," found 
no oil in their vessels. When they discovered their lack, they sought those 
who were wise, and applied to them for oil for their dying lights; but it was 
too late to supply them. The wise had only enough for their own use, and 
they told the foolish virgins they must go and buy oil for themselves. We all 
must buy oil for ourselves. We must not be content with a mere 
profession. We are to take a stand for the truth by profession, and the 
principles of truth must become a part of our life. {RH, October 1, 1889 
par. 4} 

 
 When God is seen as He is, the blessed truth shines with a new and clearer 

light. That which kept the mind in perplexity is cleared away by the 
bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. And yet there are many 
things we shall not comprehend; but we have the blessed assurance that 
what we know not now, we shall know hereafter.-- Letter 15a, 1890. {1SM 
184.4} 

 
 We hold no doctrine that we wish to hide. To those who have been 

educated to keep the first day of the week as a sacred day, the most 
objectionable feature of our faith is the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment. But does not God's word declare that the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord our God? True, it is not an easy matter to make the 
required change from the first to the seventh day. It involves a cross. It 
clashes with the precepts and practices of men. Learned men have taught 
the people tradition till they are full of unbelief and prejudice. Yet we 
must say to these people: "Come and see." God requires us to proclaim 
the truth and let it discover error. {6T 38.2} 

 
 The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God's people, 

should not be regarded as conclusive evidence that they are holding 
fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to fear that they may not be clearly 
discriminating between truth and error. When no new questions are 
started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of opinion 
arises which will set men to searching the Bible for themselves, to make 
sure that they have the truth, there will be many now, as in ancient 
times, who will hold to tradition, and worship they know not what. {CW 
39.1}  

 
 I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of 

present truth, know not what they believe. They do not understand the 
evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the work for 
the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there are men now 
preaching to others, who will find, upon examining the positions they 
hold, that there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory 
reason. Until thus tested, they knew not their great ignorance. {CW 39.2}  
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 And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they 
understand what they believe, but, until controversy arises, they do not 
know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith, and 
compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be 
surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as 
truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from the 
living God, and a turning to men, putting human wisdom in place of 
divine. {CW 39.3} 
 

 Sometimes one or two of the brethren would stubbornly set themselves 
against the view presented, and would act out the natural feelings of the 
heart; but when this disposition appeared, we suspended our 
investigations and adjourned our meeting, that each one might have an 
opportunity to go to God in prayer and, without conversation with 
others, study the point of difference, asking light from heaven. With 
expressions of friendliness we parted, to meet again as soon as possible 
for further investigation. At times the power of God came upon us in a 
marked manner, and when clear light revealed the points of truth, we 
would weep and rejoice together. We loved Jesus; we loved one another. 
{TM 25.3} 

 
With all the admonitions above, holding the Bible alone, you will never prove the 
doctrine of trinity even if you were given a thousand years to do so. Its 
suppositions and conjectures of men to think the Bible is saying something when 
it’s saying nothing of what they are saying. As it has been documented: 
 
Facts and Fictions 
 

 FROM FERNANDO L. CANALE- The Handbook of Seventh Day Adventists 
theology, SDA Encyclopedia Vol. 12, p.138. states that, "Doctrine of God", 
The concept of the Trinity namely the idea that the three (3) are one (1) 
is not explicitly stated BUT ONLY ASSUMED" 

 
 “While no single scriptural passage states formally the doctrine of the 

Trinity, it is assumed as a fact by Bible writers and mentioned several 
times…“Only by faith can we accept the existence of the Trinity.” (RH, 
Special Issue on Bible Doctrines,30-7-1981)  

 
SO STRANGE THERE IS NO SINGLE SCRIPTURAL PASSAGE YET AT THE SAME TIME, 
THE DOCTRINE IS ASSUMED AS A FACT AND “MENTIONED” YET NOT MENTIONED. 
WHAT KIND OF CONFUSION IS THIS! AND BY THE WAY WHAT IS A ‘FACT’? 
 

A FACT is a thing that is known to be consistent with objective REALITY and 
can be proven to be true with EVIDENCE [Wikipedia free online 
encylopedia]. 
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So would you match into a court of Law and say “Judge I assume this incident to 
be true though I don’t have any evidence or documents to prove it so yet I accept 
it as a fact”!? 
 
How does the messenger use the word fact? 
 

 Angels were expelled from heaven because they would not work in harmony 
with God. They fell from their high estate because they wanted to be 
exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they forgot that their 
beauty of person and of character came from the Lord Jesus. This FACT the 
angels would obscure, that Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and 
they came to consider that they were not to consult Christ. One angel began 
the controversy and carried it on until there was rebellion in the heavenly 
courts among the angels. They were lifted up because of their beauty. {Lt42-
1910} 

 
 When Christ first announced to the heavenly host His mission and work in 

the world, He declared that He was to leave His position of dignity and 
disguise His holy mission by assuming the likeness of a man, when in 
REALITY He was the Son of the infinite God. And when the fullness of time 
was come, He stepped down from His throne of highest command, laid 
aside His royal robe and kingly crown, clothed His divinity with humanity, 
and came to this earth to exemplify what humanity must do and be in order 
to overcome the enemy and to sit with the Father upon His throne. Coming, 
as He did, as a man, <to meet and be subjected to> with all the evil 
tendencies to which man is heir, <working in every conceivable manner to 
destroy his faith>, He made it possible for Himself to be buffeted by human 
agencies inspired by Satan, the rebel who had been expelled from heaven. 
{Lt303-1903} 

 
The messenger says that the begotten theology is a FACT and REALITY that can 
be proved and that she is not speaking her own words but that which God has 
revealed to her. The theologians opposes it and want us to hold to suppositions 
that they say are assumed, deductions but need exercise of faith: 
 

 “The role of the trinity in a doctrine of God always raises questions. One 
reason is that the word itself does not appear in the Bible, nor is there any 
clear statement of the idea. But the Bible does set the stage for its 
formulation, and the concept represents a development of biblical 
claims and concepts. So even though the doctrine of the trinity is not 
part of what the Bible itself says about God, it is part of what the church 
must say to safeguard the biblical view of God.”(Richard Rice, The Reign 
of God, An Introduction to Christian Theology from a Seventh-day Adventist 
Perspective, p. 60) 

 
 “The first advent of Christ gives us a much clearer insight into the triune 

God. John’s Gospel reveals that the Godhead consists of God the 
Father…God the Son… and God the Holy Spirit… a unity of three co-eternal 
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persons having a unique and mysterious relationship.” Seventh-day 
Adventists Believe..., p. 23) 

 
Now you have to pause here and ask yourself which Gospel of John this brother is 
talking about. The synoptic gospel or letters? Or are we having Bibles which are 
missing some parts of the gospel of John. With the Bible I have, I will put here 
what John says and let someone tell me if this is true of what has been said above: 
 

 John 1:33: And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 
34: And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

 
 John1:46: And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out 

of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 47: Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile! 48: Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast 
under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49: Nathanael answered and saith unto him, 
Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 

 
 John 20:30: And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book: 31: But these are written, that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name. 

 
Notice that these are written that you might believe Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

 1John 3:8: He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil. 

 
 1John 4:15: Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
 

 1John 5:9: If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: 
for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 10: He that 
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth 
not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son. 11: And this is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12: He that hath the Son hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13: These things 
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God. 20: And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life. 21: Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
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Is it not a direct opposition to the record and witness of God that mean maketh 
God a liar? How much should it be repeated that Jesus is the Son of God for them 
to believe? Is this not disconnecting yourself from eternal life as John says? Its 
amazing how John ends his letter: Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
Amen. Yet aren’t men so delighted in idols of their own making!  
 
We have not followed cunningly devised fables. As the bible puts it so the 
messenger affirms: 
 

 “Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal 
Father,--one in nature, in character, and in purpose,--THE ONLY BEING in 
all the universe that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God.” 
{E. G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 493} 

 
 After the earth was created, and the beasts upon it, the Father and Son 

carried out their purpose, which was designed before the fall of Satan, to 
make man in their own image. They had wrought together in the creation 
of the earth and every living thing upon it. And now God says to his Son, 
"Let us make man in our image.". {3SG 33.2} 

 
You wonder where folks get this other THIRD BEING to enter the counsels of God 
and to be worshipped. 
 

 Zechariah 6:13: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall 
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a 
priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both. 

 
Commenting on the above she says: 
 

 Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the 
universe. All was in perfect harmony with the Creator's will. Love for God 
was supreme, love for one another impartial. Christ the Word, the Only 
Begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father,--one in nature, in 
character, and in purpose,--the only being in all the universe that could 
enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. By Christ the Father 
wrought in the creation of all heavenly beings. "By Him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, . . . whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers" (Colossians 1:16); and to Christ, equally with the 
Father, all heaven gave allegiance. {GC 493.1} 

 
Allegiance was to Christ and the Father not to any other THIRD BEING. 
 

 “The only being who was one with God lived the law in humanity, 
descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled at the 
carpenter's bench with his earthly parent.” {E. G. White, Signs of the 
Times, October 14, 1897 par.3} 
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 “And now to all who have a desire for truth I would say: Do not give 

credence to unauthenticated reports as to what Sister White has done 
or said or written. If you desire to know what the Lord has revealed 
through her, read her published works.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 
5, p. 696} 

 
 Who is Christ?--He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the 

Father as a word that expresses the thought,--as a thought made audible. 
Christ is the word of God. Christ said to Philip, "He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father." His words were the echo of God's words. Christ was the 
likeness of God, the brightness of His glory, the express image of His person. 
{SD 21.2}  

 
 Skeptics think that they can mingle their darkness with light, and thus 

confuse the believer in the Bible. It is not because they have so great a 
depth of reasoning that they do not believe, but because they are ignorant 
both of the Scriptures and power of God. The truth of God will be assailed 
by the cavils of infidelity. It is considered a special proof of intellectual 
greatness to be bold in denying the divinity of Christ; but this is not a proof 
of intellectual greatness, but is an evidence that the mind is bound about 
with earthliness so that it does not comprehend spiritual truth. God does 
not require men to believe the Scriptures without giving them abundant 
evidence of their truth, and the evidences of Christianity would overwhelm 
the most gifted man who diligently sought for truth, and was willing to 
consecrate himself to its promulgation. Those who do accept the evidences 
of God's word will have an experience that will be as a barrier against 
infidelity, for they will be translated out of darkness into the precious light 
of faith, hope, and assurance. The converted soul can say, I needed help, 
and I found that help in Jesus. He has met every want, satisfied the 
hungering of my soul, and the Bible to me is the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
He can say to the infidel, "You ask me why I believe in Jesus? and I answer, 
Because he is to me a divine Saviour. The Bible to me is the voice of God. 
I have the witness in myself that the word of God is true, and that Jesus 
Christ is the divine Son of God. I am following no cunningly devised 
fable." {ST, September 3, 1894 par. 4}  

 
Hebrews 9:14 - The Eternal Spirit 
 

 Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God; purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
Compare with: 
 

 Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
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When you read Hebrews 9:14 and Acts 20:28, you may reach a conclusion that the 
Holy Spirit shed His/its blood or died also for humanity. However, that’s not the 
case because the Holy Spirit in not a material thing. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
the Father given to the Son; hence because the Father is eternal, the Holy Spirit is 
eternal. NOTICE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
SPIRIT OF GOD dwell in you. Now if any man have not the SPIRIT OF CHRIST, 
he is none of his. 

 
 John 3:34, 35: For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for 

God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35: The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 

 
The Father gave the Son his Spirit; it’s this Eternal Spirit that doesn’t back off from 
burdens that encouraged the Son of God to offer himself for us. It’s this Spirit of 
the Father given to the Son that enabled him to live a life without spot and every 
believer can possess this eternal Spirit of the Father if they submit to Him and His 
Son. 
 
The expression “who through the eternal spirit”, in Hebrews 9:14 can be 
understood in two ways:  
 

Of the Holy Ghost himself. As Christ’s miraculous conception was by the 
Holy Spirit and he wrought all his miracles by the Spirit of God, so his death 
or final offering was made through or by the eternal Spirit; and by that 
Spirit he was raised from the dead, 1Peter3:18. Indeed, through the whole 
of his life he was justified by the Spirit; and we find that in this great work 
of human redemption, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were 
continually employed: therefore the words may be understood of the Holy 
Spirit properly.  
 
Of the eternal Logos or Deity which dwelt in the man Christ Jesus, through 
the energy of which the offering of his humanity became an infinitely 
meritorious victim; therefore the Deity of Christ is here intended. 

 
The voluntary nature of the offering gives it especial efficacy. He "through the 
eternal Spirit," that is, His divine Spirit (Ro 1:4, in contrast to His "flesh," Heb 9:3; 
His Godhead, 1Ti 3:16; 1Pe 3:18), "His inner personality", which gave a free 
consent to the act, offered Himself. The animals offered had no spirit or will to 
consent in the act of sacrifice; they were offered according to the law; they had a 
life neither enduring, nor of any intrinsic efficacy. But He from eternity, with His 
divine and everlasting Spirit, concurred with the Father's will of redemption by 
Him. His offering began on the altar of the cross, and will be completed in His 
coming to take the saints where he is. The eternity and infinitude of His divine 
Spirit (compare Heb 7:16) gives eternal ("eternal redemption," Heb 9:12, also 
compare Heb 9:15) and infinite merit to His offering, so that not even the infinite 
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justice of God has any exception to take against it. It was "through His most 
burning love, flowing from His eternal Spirit," that He offered Himself. Christ was 
actuated and filled with a Divine influence when he offered up himself as a 
sacrifice--an influence which was not of a temporal and fleeting nature, but which 
was eternal in its efficacy. Christ made his great sacrifice under the extraordinary 
influences of that Eternal Spirit.  
 

 Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

 
On this one, scripture must be compared to scripture in other places. We ask 
ourselves, is it the Holy Ghost which made the apostles of Jesus overseers of the 
Flock or is it Jesus? Notice 
 

 John 21:15-17: So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16: He 
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He 
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep. 17: He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, 
Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

 
 Matthew26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 

many for the remission of sins. 
 

 1Peter 5:1: The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory 
that shall be revealed: 2: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind; 3: Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. 4: And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

 
From the above, you find that it’s Christ who has made us overseers of the flock 
and he is the one who shed his blood. But why is the Spirit used instead? Because 
Christ is ministering in heaven and the Holy Spirit is His Representative on the 
earth, thus anything that happens on the earth is overseen by the Holy Spirit - the 
Spirit of Christ, but it is also Spirit of the Father which in turn is eternal Spirit, for 
the Father is eternal. 
 

 Titus 3:3: For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another. 4: But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5: Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

18 
 
 

washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6: Which he 
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

 
 Romans 8:9: But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 

Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. 10: And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of 
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11: But if the Spirit of 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you. 

 
Friends if you have another spirit dwelling in you which is not the spirit of God 
shed forth through Christ to us, then you effectively have two spirits claiming to 
be part of the Godhead which is not biblical. And if you are entertaining such idea 
then you are in idolatry. 
 

 2Corinthians 3:16: Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall 
be taken away. 17: Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 

 
 Acts 2:32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33: 

Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the PROMISE of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which 
ye now see and hear. 

 
 Ephesians 1:8: Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 

prudence; 9: Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10: That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him: 11: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will: 12: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ. 13: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of PROMISE, 

 
 Galatians 4:4: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 

his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5: To redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the ADOPTION of sons. 6: And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, CRYING, ABBA, FATHER. 

 
 Romans 8:14: For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

sons of God. 15: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of ADOPTION, whereby we CRY, 
ABBA, FATHER. 
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 Ephesians 4:7: But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. 8: Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9: (Now that he 
ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of 
the earth? 10: He that descended is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11: And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; 12: For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13: Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14: That we 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

 
What the Bible says, the messenger confirms and expounds 
 

 While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the 
minister of the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, 
but His parting promise is fulfilled, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." Matthew 28:20. While He delegates His power to 
inferior ministers, His energizing presence is still with His church. {DA 
166.2} 

 
 Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the 

Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, 
but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what 
has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the 
heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of 
the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to 
overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to 
impress His own character upon His church. {DA 671.2} 

 
 The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is sent to all men to give them 

sufficiency, that through His grace we might be complete in Him. The Lord 
has provided that we should always be under the teaching and influence of 
the Holy Spirit. We shall then discover that the law of God is holy, just, and 
good, and we would learn to delight in the law of God. We love the 
requirements of the law, and from our hearts render obedience to its 
requirements. {14MR 84.3}  

 
 There are today many as ignorant of the Holy Spirit's work upon the 

heart as were those believers in Ephesus; yet no truth is more clearly 
taught in the word of God. Prophets and apostles have dwelt upon this 
theme. Christ Himself calls our attention to the growth of the vegetable 
world as an illustration of the agency of His Spirit in sustaining spiritual 
life. The sap of the vine, ascending from the root, is diffused to the branches, 
sustaining growth and producing blossoms and fruit. So the life-giving 
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power of the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Saviour, pervades the soul, 
renews the motives and affections, and brings even the thoughts into 
obedience to the will of God, enabling the receiver to bear the precious fruit 
of holy deeds. {AA 284.1} 

 
 The Holy Spirit, which proceeds from the only-begotten Son of God, 

binds the human agent, body, soul, and spirit, to the perfect, divine-human 
nature of Christ. This union is represented by the union of the vine and the 
branches. Finite man is united to the manhood of Christ. Through faith 
human nature is assimilated with Christ's nature. We are made one with 
God in Christ. {1SM 251.1} 

 
 Those who believe the truth should remember that they are God's little 

children, that they are under His training. Let them be thankful to God for 
His manifold mercies and be kind to one another. They have one God and 
one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their 
ranks. {9T 189.3}  

 
 It is not essential for you to know and be able to define just what the Holy 

Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the 
Comforter is the Holy Ghost, "the Spirit of truth, which the Father shall 
send in My name." "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth 
Him: but ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" 
[John 14:16, 17]. This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, 
called the Comforter. Again Jesus says, "I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth is 
come, He will guide you into all truth" [John 16:12, 13]. {14MR 179.2} There 
are many mysteries which I do not seek to understand or to explain; they 
are too high for me, and too high for you. On some of these points, silence 
is golden. Piety, devotion, sanctification of soul, body, and spirit--this is 
essential for us all. "This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" [John 17:3]. "This 
is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life" [John 6:40]. {14MR 179.3} 

 
THIS IS THE BIBLE BEING CONFIRMED WITH THE LORD’S MESSENGERS TRUE WORDS  
 

 Jude 1:3, 4: Beloved, when I gave all DILIGENCE to write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH WHICH WAS ONCE 
DELIVERED UNTO THE SAINTS. 4: For there are CERTAIN MEN crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and DENYING THE 
ONLY LORD GOD, AND OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
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Section 2: Thoughts on History 
 
If it is true that the 3 horns that were uprooted in 476 were Arians, doesn't that 
mean something to folks who still support Trinity! Doesn't it mean that if you were 
present then you could have supported the papacy to uproot them? Isn’t that what 
is happening in the church with these disfellowshipings and it will intensify as we 
near the end?!  
 
You can look at the Arian Baptistery in Ravenna, the Capitol of the Arian 
Ostrogoths, and see they very much believed in the Holy Spirit. Arians do not deny 
the Spirit; just that it is another god. The uprooting was finished around540 AD, 
after the papacy was granted supreme authority in 538 AD. Ufilas was a preacher 
to the Ostrogoths and taught in accordance with the scriptures, hence the 
Ostrogoths and other Arian tribes being at odds with Catholicism's trinity 
doctrine, among other things. Groups that walked in line with Rome were left.  
 
By clearly tracing the literal sonship of Christ to heaven, we dismantle the belief 
that Mary had any divinity to offer our Savior hence she can’t be mother of God as 
assumed because Christ divinity precedes existence of Mary that blessed woman 
among women. Arius, in a letter to Eusebius of Nicomedia, wrote: “But we believe, 
and have taught, and do teach, that the Son is not un-begotten, nor in any 
way part of the un-begotten (created); and that He does not derive His 
subsistence from any matter; but that by His own will and counsel He has 
subsisted before time, and before ages, as perfect God, only begotten and 
unchangeable and that before He was begotten, or created, or established, 
He was not." I think that Arius' use of the word "created" was misleading to some 
and construed to accuse him of things he did not believe and teach. This may be 
one the reason the papacy destroyed the Arians because of their continued study 
bout the Son of God. As aforesaid, the Arians had no problem with the Father and 
His Spirit but the meaning of begotten. Perhaps more clarity would have helped 
in allowing us to know exactly what was believed. They believed of sonship in the 
sense of relational based rather than office, term or roles while many assume that 
these are just titles. If only they went further in Proverbs 8 n Psalms 2 but thank 
God that we have picked where they may have left. 
 
By the fourth century, a most powerful challenge came to the church of Rome -- 
the ‘heresy' of Arianism. "It involved the question of the divinity of Christ and 
his relation to the Father, and indirectly the whole dogma of the Trinity." A 
Dictionary of Christian Biography. Smith and Wace. Vol. 1. Art Arianism. p144. 
1877. London John Murray. Although Arius, a presbyter of Alexandra, was not the 
first to challenge the teaching of Rome on its understanding of God, his challenge 
led to a series of violent controversies which shook the Roman Empire, especially 
in the East, to its very base. The teachings of Arius have been explained by many 
people, but rarely is there agreement. On one hand, he is believed to have 
regarded Jesus as a created being, the "beginning of the creation of God", as 
this text was explained. Revelation 3:l4. 
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One writer stated of Arianism. "God cannot create the world directly, but only 
through an agent, the Logos, who is himself created for the purpose of 
creating the world… Christ is himself a creature, the first creature of God, 
through whom the Father created other creatures…." A Dictionary of Christian 
Biography. Smith and Wace. Vol. l Art. Arianism. pl55.l56. This nineteenth 
century author is dependent upon previous writers, who themselves are 
dependent upon others, none of whom may have had the writings of Arius. 
They do not quote Arius, but in their own words, give his supposed belief. As 
NONE OR very few of the Arian manuscripts are extant, we cannot totally refute 
the above statement, however, as we are seeing the very same charge made 
against Father and begotten Son belief today, it is more than likely the accusations 
were indeed false. 
 

 One author has plainly stated, "An erroneous charge was circulated (in 
the fourth century) that all who were called Arians believed that Christ 
was a created being. This stirred up the indignation of those who were 
not guilty of the charge." Winds of Doctrine pg. 88. Russell Standish, 
quoting B.G. Wilkinson in Truth Triumphant p220. (Bracket added). There 
are others who believe Arius stood for the Bible truth, and that Christ was 
the literal only-begotten Son of His heavenly Father. They believe he was 
simply taking John 3:l6 as it reads - "for God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only-begotten Son…." Note how the two understandings have 
been blended in the quotation below. "Arius…. held that the Son was 
begotten of the Father, and therefore not coeternal nor consubstantial 
with the Father, but created by and subordinate to the Father, though 
possessing a similar nature…" The century Dictionary and cyclopedia. Vol. 
l. Art. Arian p308. 

 
 It’s no wonder there is confusion as to what Arius actually believed. Be that 

as it may, the teachings of Arius caused great concern to the Papal church. 
As a result, a council was called in AD325 at Nice (Nicaea), in which church 
leaders of both persuasions were invited, including Arius, although he was 
not a bishop. He was permitted to "express his opinions", but during the 
proceedings, one bishop angrily jumped up and punched Arius on the 
nose. After much discussion, the draft of a creed was drawn up by 
Athanasius (a deacon who came with his bishop), and circulated among the 
bishops to read and sign. When it was discovered that eighteen Arian 
bishops had signed the document, the papal opponents broke into a wild 
uproar, and tore the document to pieces. At the same time they expelled 
Arius from the assembly. Eusebius Ecclesiastical History p15-17. 

 
 It’s quite obvious that the council of Nicaea was not to unite 

Christendom, but to destroy Arianism. In the commotion that followed, 
Eusebius of Caesarea presented an old creed before the council. When it 
was read, the Arian bishops signified their willingness to subscribe to 
it, but this was the very thing the Papal party did not want. What could 
they do to keep the Arians from signing the creed? In the subsequent 
discussion, one of the bishops happened to mention the word 'homoousios', 
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saying how absurd it was as a proposition of belief.(The Arians 
accepted the word 'homoiousios', meaning 'like substance', rather than 
'homoousios' meaning 'same substance', although they cared not for 
either as neither of them are in the Bible). This chance comment gave the 
Papal party the distinguishing mark they were looking for, although even 
Eusebius had difficulty with the similarity of the words. When he asked 
Constantine the difference, the Emperor said, "Homoousios could be 
understood as Homoiousios". This closeness proved to be an 
embarrassment to the council, for when Constantine asked the 
presiding bishop what the difference was between the two terms, Hosius 
replied, "They are both alike". At that, laughter broke out in the 
assembly, and the word ‘heresy' was flung into the air by the Papists. 
Truth Triumphant p92. Benjamin Wilkinson. 

 
It won’t be good to pass this part without a verse and a quote to let you have a 
choice between 'homoousios' and 'homoiousios' 
 

 John 10:24: Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How 
long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25: 
Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in 
my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 26: But ye believe not, because 
ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27: My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: 28: And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. 29: My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30: I and my Father are one. 
31: Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32: Jesus answered 
them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of 
those works do ye stone me? 33: The Jews answered him, saying, For a good 
work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being 
a man, makest thyself God. 

 
“My Father’s name” 

 Exodus 23:20: Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, 
and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 21: Beware of him, 
and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your 
transgressions: FOR MY NAME IS IN HIM. 

 
 The presence of Jesus Christ, enshrouded in the pillar of cloud by day and 

the pillar of [fire] by night, followed this people in their wilderness 
wandering. The angel of the covenant CAME IN THE NAME OF GOD, as 
the invisible Leader of Israel. THE SON OF GOD over His own house is 
higher than Moses, higher than the highest angel. HE BEARS THE NAME 
OF JEHOVAH UPON HIS MITRE, while on His breastplate is written the 
name of Israel. Christ took humanity that humanity might touch 
humanity. In the form of man He humbled Himself, and became a servant, 
but as the Son of God He was higher than the angels. By His life in humanity 
man may become a partaker of the divine nature. As the Majesty of heaven, 
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He was exalted above the angels, and in His work of redemption He carries 
with Him all who have received Him and believed on His name. {Lt97-1898} 

 
 JEHOVAH IS THE NAME GIVEN TO CHRIST. "Behold, God is my salvation," 

writes the prophet Isaiah; "I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord 
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. And in 
that day ye shall say, Praise the Lord, call upon His name, declare His doings 
among the people, make mention that His name is exalted." "In that day 
shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the 
righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting 
strength." {ST, May 3, 1899 par. 18} 

 
“I give unto them eternal life” 

 1John 5:11: And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 

 
 John 5:16: And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay 

him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 17: But Jesus 
answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 18: Therefore 
the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the 
sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal 
with God. 19: Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise. 20: For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things 
that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye 
may marvel. 21: For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 22: For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 23: That 
all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that 
honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 
24: Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 25: Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 26: For as the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in 
himself; 27: And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man. 28: Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29: And shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
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 But turning from all lesser representations, we behold God in Jesus. 
Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the glory of our God to give. "I do nothing 
of Myself," said Christ; "the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the 
Father." "I seek not Mine own glory," but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 
8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these words is set forth the great principle which 
is the law of life for the universe. All things Christ received from God, but 
He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created 
beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all; 
through the Son it returns, in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to 
the great Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit of beneficence is 
complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life. {DA 
21.2} 

 
 The Jews had never before heard such words from human lips, and a 

convicting influence attended them; for it seemed that divinity flashed 
through humanity as Jesus said, "I and my Father are one." The words of 
Christ were full of deep meaning as he put forth the claim that he and the 
Father were of one substance, possessing the same attributes.--The Signs 
of the Times, Nov. 27, 1893, p. 54. 

 
 Who can anticipate the gifts of infinite Love. “God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” God’s love for the world was not manifest 
because He sent His Son, but because He loved the world He sent His Son 
into the world that divinity clothed with humanity might touch humanity, 
while divinity lay hold of infinity. Though sin had produced a gulf between 
man and his God, divine benevolence provided a plan to bridge that gulf. 
And what material did He use? A part of Himself. The brightness of the 
Father’s glory came to a world all seared and marred with the curse, and 
in His own divine character, in His own divine body, bridged the gulf and 
opened a channel of communication between God and man. The windows of 
heaven were opened, and the showers of heavenly grace in healing streams 
came to our benighted world. O what love, what matchless, inexpressible 
love! {Lt36a-1890} 

 
Jesus in the above verses and quotes is speaking of his Sonship in the highest 
sense. I believe if I said to any Jew or anyone else out there that God is my Father, 
no one will take stones to stone me because they understand it in a salvific manner 
hence the conclusion that the Jews understood Christ claim of Sonship more than 
Christians claim of Sonship to God. So which one would you or I choose? 
'homoiousios', as arians meaning 'like substance', or 'homoousios' meaning 
'same substance? 
 
So once this amendment was voted upon, the Papists signed the document; and 
the Arians abstained. Arius and his followers were banished from their church 
offices, and every known book, paper, and manuscript of Arius were burnt. (It is 
important to note, that in spite of the fact that the synod at Antioch sixty years 
earlier had condemned the word 'homoousios' (because it meant 'one identical 
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substance' as believed by Modalistic Monarchians), the Nicene council used the 
very same word to condemn the Arians). The Nicene Creed reads: "We believe in 
one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things both visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance (homoousios - the amendment) 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to judge both 
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. And we believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen." 
Nicene Creed. English Version AD1549. (It has since been modified to include the 
word 'eternal’ referring to the Son, as the Catholic Church believes in 'eternal 
generation'). Lit it not be forgotten that in the subsequent discussion, one of the 
bishops happened to mention the word 'homoousios', saying how absurd it 
was as a proposition of belief.(The Arians accepted the word 'homoiousios', 
meaning 'like substance', rather than 'homoousios' meaning 'same substance', 
although they cared not for either as neither of them are in the Bible). Truth 
Triumphant p92. Benjamin Wilkinson. 
 

 "What the Apostles' Creed was content to say, that Jesus was the only Son 
and Lord, the Nicene Creed accumulated convergent affirmations: he is 
'eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from light, true God 
from true God, of one Being with the Father' ". How to Understand the creed. 
Jean-Noel Bezancon, Phlippe Ferlay, and Jean-Marie Onfray. Roman catholic. 
p53. The council of Nicaea began a religious controversy that continued on 
for at least two hundred years. Many more councils were held, and the 
"boasted unity of Romanism was gloriously displayed by the diversified 
councils and confessions of the fourth century… Roads were crowded with 
bishops thronging to synods…."Truth Triumphant pg. 91. 

 
 It was not until the 6th century that a full agreement was reached on 

the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and its place in the Trinity dogma, now 
an integral part of Roman Catholicism. In AD538, the Arian believers 
were completely wiped out by the Catholic Church, leaving the Papacy as 
the sole "Corrector of heretics"; Anyone opposing the Catholic teaching of 
the Trinity was exterminated, for "the Mystery of the Trinity is the 
central doctrine of the Catholic Faith." Handbook for Today's Catholic p. 
II. 
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Summary of the Papal background 
 

 Paganism entered the church at Rome during the early centuries, including 
the heathen teachings about God. As a result, the heathen trinity was 
brought into the Catholic Church. Over the years, it took on many forms. 

 The Catholic Church officially condemned the heathen trinity of Modalistic 
Monarchianism and Sabbellianism in AD264 at Antioch. Many Catholics 
have continued to teach this form of heathenism down through the years. 
(Some Protestant Christians still teach this form of the heathen trinity) 

 The council of Nicaea in AD325 deliberately condemned the Arians for 
believing that Jesus had a beginning, without regard as to whether He was 
created or begotten. The decision of the council was that Christ was 
eternally begotten, without beginning. Arius said this belief made Christ the 
"un-begotten begotten One", a contradiction of terms. 

 After the passing of the Nicene Creed, the Arians were proscribed. The 
uprooting of the three horns on the head of the fourth beast of Daniel 7, 
eradicated the Arians by force. In AD538, the last of the three horns was 
uprooted, giving the Papacy full dominion over the churches 

 The debate over the doctrine of the Trinity continued on until the 6th 
century, until it was firmly established as Papal dogma. 

 
Some (mainly Trinitarians) say the sudden demise of Arius was the ‘hand of God’ 
(against heretics) but others say it was the work of men. Following the death of 
Arius, the dispute continued to flourish. In fact the truth of the matter is that 
Arianism (as it is commonly called today although this designation is often 
very ambiguous), almost won the day. In other words, as time progressed, it 
was Arianism that was steadily gaining the ascendancy over the Nicene faith 
(the one substance theory). So what brought the Nicene faith back into the 
ascendancy – which eventually developed into trinitarianism? It was the 
intervention of the state into the affairs of the church –which is something that 
should NEVER have happened. Church and state should always remain separate. 
 
In his ‘Truth Triumphant’, Benjamin Wilkinson noted “The burning question of 
the decades succeeding the Council of Nicaea was how to state the relations 
of the Three Persons of the Godhead: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The council 
had decided, and the Papacy had appropriated the decision as its own. The 
personalities of the Trinity were not confounded, and the substance was not 
divided. The Roman clergy claimed that Christianity had found in the Greek word 
homoousios (in English, "consubstantiality") an appropriate term to express this 
relationship.” (Benjamin Wilkinson, Truth Triumphant, Chapter 7, ‘Patrick, 
organizer of the church in the wilderness in Ireland’). He continued “THEN THE 
PAPAL PARTY PROCEEDED TO CALL THOSE WHO WOULD NOT SUBSCRIBE TO 
THIS TEACHING, ARIANS, WHILE THEY TOOK TO THEMSELVES THE TITLE OF 
TRINITARIANS. An ERRONEOUS charge was circulated that all who were called 
Arians believed that Christ was a CREATED being. This stirred up the 
indignation of those who were not guilty of the charge.” (Ibid) 
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TODAY, EVEN WITHIN THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH, THOSE WHO 
REFUSE TO ACCEPT THE ‘ONE SUBSTANCE’ THEORY (the trinity doctrine) ARE 
STILL BEING MISREPRESENTED AS BELIEVING THAT CHRIST IS A CREATED 
BEING. As we have seen, the trinity doctrine, albeit only an ASSUMED teaching, 
WAS ‘FORCED’ INTO CHRISTIANITY BY THE SECULAR POWER OF ROME. If this 
had not happened, this teaching would probably never have become established. 
It is no wonder that J.N. Andrews, whom many believe was one of the most blest 
theologians of the Seventh-day Adventist Church said regarding the trinity 
doctrine “This doctrine destroys the personality of God and his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (J.N. Andrews, Review and Herald ‘The Fall of Babylon’ 
March 6th 1855 Vol. 6 No. 24 page 185). We can see from the above why J.N. 
Andrews made this statement. The Trinitarians do not accept that God and Christ 
are two separate persons each with a form of their own. He then added “The 
infamous, measures by which it was forced upon the church which appear 
upon the pages of ecclesiastical history might well cause every believer in 
that doctrine to blush.” (Ibid) This is my belief exactly – also the belief of 
countless numbers of many-like faith in the Seventh-day Adventists. 
 
The Catholic Church has stated: 

“Our opponents sometimes claim that no belief should be held 
dogmatically which is not explicitly stated in Scripture ....But the 
Protestant Churches have themselves accepted such dogmas as the 
Trinity for which there is no such precise authority in the Gospels.” (Life 
Magazine, October 30, 1950) 

 
“Q. Do you observe other necessary truths as taught by the Church, not 
clearly laid down in Scripture? 

“The doctrine of the Trinity, a doctrine the knowledge of which is 
certainly necessary to salvation, is not explicitly and evidently laid down 
in Scripture, in the Protestant sense of private interpretation.” 
(Doctrinal Catechism as quoted in The Review and Herald, August 22, 1854) 

 
SDA Admission  

FROM FERNANDO L. CANALE - The Handbook of Seventh Day Adventists 
theology, SDA Encyclopedia Vol. 12, p. 138. states that, "Doctrine of God", 
The concept of the Trinity namely the idea that the three (3) are one (1) 
is not explicitly stated BUT ONLY ASSUMED" 

 
DO YOU GET THE ABOVE TWO ADMISSIONS FOLKS?! Who are we then to believe or 
follow? Isaiah 8:20 
 

 Isa: 58:1: Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew 
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 

 
 Jer: 2:11: Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my 

people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 
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Idolatry is exchange of glory which is character. Without the character of God no 
one will see heaven. Note,  
 

 All who depart from God will surely perish.  
 We are bound to show our abhorrence against all Popish idol-worship, with 

all infidelity and irreligion.  
 Though sinners, through their quality or multitude, may be now above the 

sword of human justice, they will shortly find they are with the reach of 
God. 

 Revelation 19:20: And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet 
that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 
If this be the end of all falsehood and idolatry, then we need to seek the Lord in 
prayer so much to help come to the worship of the True God and leave every form 
of idolatry. May the Lord have mercy on us and in the simplest language of the 
Bible teach us his will and what is true. Neither do we only pray for the power of 
rejecting what is evil but a spirit of doing that which true. Amen. As it stands, the 
next other enemy to be uprooted is the Sabbath. Instead of people of God sticking 
to their Bibles, they run to and fro seeking something that please them and load 
it over others or else crush them.  
 

 The eye of the soul needs to be anointed. Let each seek the Lord while He 
may be found; call upon Him while He is near. As the natural eyesight of 
persons becomes so impaired as to be almost useless, so in the case of 
religious fanaticism and extremists, the eye of the soul through which good 
and evil may be discerned becomes so perverted that nothing is 
distinguished clearly. A healthful discernment is ruined, so the spirit of 
truth and righteousness cannot be distinguished from the spirit of error and 
fanaticism. There is a disease of the spiritual faculties when a man or 
woman fancies that he sees things which do not exist. He is intoxicated 
with an illusion as verily as the liquor drinker becomes intoxicated by 
using strong drink. There is an inspiration, but not of God. The mental 
faculties are perverted. Let every soul make God his trust and obtain an 
experience that is wholesome and healthy. {Ms41-1900}  
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Section 3: The Role of Ellen White in Adventism 
 
With such background before us, let us see why God gave us the messenger.  
 

 2Chronicles 20:20: And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into 
the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the 
LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper. 

 
 Hosea 12:13: And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, 

and by a prophet was he preserved. 
 
Do we wonder why we don’t prosper and we are not preserved? Look no further 
than in the above texts. 
 

 "God has, in that Word, promised to give visions in the “last days”; not for a 
new rule of faith, but for the comfort of His people, and TO CORRECT 
THOSE WHO ERR FROM BIBLE TRUTH... {EW 78.1} 

 
 "...for there is instruction that the Lord has given me for His people. It is 

light that they should have, line upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little. This is now to come before the people, because IT 
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO CORRECT SPECIOUS ERRORS AND TO SPECIFY 
WHAT IS TRUTH... {3SM 32.2} 

 
 “The messages that God has given me have been communicated to His 

people both by word of mouth and in printed form. Thus my work has been 
made doubly sure. I am instructed that the Lord, by His infinite power, has 
preserved the right hand of His messenger for more than half a century, in 
order that the truth may be written out as He bids me write it for 
publication, in periodicals and books. Why?—BECAUSE IF IT WERE NOT 
THUS WRITTEN OUT, WHEN THE PIONEERS IN THE FAITH SHALL DIE, 
THERE WOULD BE MANY NEW IN THE FAITH WHO WOULD SOMETIMES 
ACCEPT AS MESSAGES OF TRUTH TEACHINGS THAT CONTAIN 
ERRONEOUS SENTIMENTS AND DANGEROUS FALLACIES... {Lt136-
1906.8} 

 
 "I am now looking over my diaries and copies of letters written for several 

years back, commencing before I went to Europe, before you were born. I 
have the most precious matter to reproduce and place before the people in 
testimony form. While I am able to do this work, the people must have these 
things to revive past history, that they may see that THERE IS ONE STRAIGHT 
CHAIN OF TRUTH, WITHOUT ONE HERETICAL SENTENCE, IN THAT WHICH I 
HAVE WRITTEN. This, I am instructed, is to be a living letter to all in regard 
to my faith.{Lt329a-1905.3}  
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 “When men venture to criticize the Word of God, they venture on sacred, 
holy ground, and had better fear and tremble and hide their wisdom as 
foolishness. God sets no man to pronounce judgment on His Word, 
SELECTING SOME THINGS AS INSPIRED AND DISCREDITING OTHERS AS 
UNINSPIRED. THE TESTIMONIES HAVE BEEN TREATED IN THE SAME 
WAY; BUT GOD IS NOT IN THIS.”—Letter 22, 1889 

 
 “IF YOU LOSE CONFIDENCE IN THE TESTIMONIES YOU WILL DRIFT AWAY 

FROM BIBLE TRUTH. I have been fearful that many would take a 
questioning, doubting position, and in my distress for your souls I would 
warn you. How many will heed the warning? As you now hold the 
Testimonies, should one be given crossing your track, correcting your 
errors, would you feel at perfect liberty to accept or reject any part or the 
whole? That which you will be least inclined to receive is the very part most 
needed.” [Testimonies for the Church 5:98 (1882).]  

 
 So either we accept what she is saying or we reject her wholly. Dissecting 

this and that and putting a spin in what she meant when she said this or 
that is self-destruction. Adventism has been I crisis since early 1860s but 
God through his providence protected it with a living messenger amidst it. 
She rested in 1915 but what dis she say? 

 
 The question is sometimes raised, What if Sister White should die? I answer, 

the books that she has written will not die. They are a living witness to 
what saith the Scriptures.--Letter 55, 1905, p. 2. (To Elder O. A. Olsen, 
January 30, 1905.) 

 
 Abundant light has been given to our people in these last days. Whether or 

not my life is spared, my writings will constantly speak, and their work 
will go forward as long as time shall last. My writings are kept on file 
in the office, and even though I should not live, these words that have 
been given to me by the Lord will still have life and will speak to the 
people. But my strength is yet spared, and I hope to continue to do much 
useful work. I may live until the coming of the Lord; but if I should not, I 
trust it may be said of me, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them" (Revelation 14:13).... {1SM 55.5} 

 
Back in 1905 when Kellogg [we will revisit this later] reached a point of no 
return [“The Living Temple Crisis - The Historical Journey to our Present 
Crisis” visit https://web.facebook.com/notes/heavenly-trio-revealed/the-living-
temple-crisis-the-historical-journey-to-our-present-crisis/169724133696448/ or 
request for this article if you don’t have it] with his errors on the personality of 
God, she encouraged the pioneer materials to be reprinted. This period of crisis 
dealing with Kellogg's Living Temple theology climaxed with the 1905 General 
Conference. Ellen White, now nearing age 78, having been God's messenger for 
over 60 years, reminded the delegates during her pre-conference address on May 
16 that God had directed the "light" of their understanding in regards to 
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"Christ, his mission and his priesthood." The faith given to them would extend 
until "the time when we shall enter the city of God." {SpTB02 56.4} 
 

 “The leading points of our faith as we hold them today were firmly 
established... The whole company of believers were united in the truth.” 
3MR p. 413, 1903 

 
 We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the 

way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history. (Life 
Sketches, p. 196) 

 
 The record of the experience through which the people of God passed in the 

early history of our work must be republished. (Letter 105, 1903) 
 

 The experience of William Miller and his associates, of Captain Joseph 
Bates, and of other pioneers in the advent message, should be kept 
before our people. (Letter 105, 1903) 

 
 Elder Loughborough’s book should receive attention. Our leading men 

should see what can be done for the circulation of this book. (Letter 105, 
1903). Probably THE GREAT SECOND ADVENT MOVEMENT [GSAM]. This is 
one of the books that gives leading points on the Holy Spirit and the first 
quote in the next section is from this book. She spoke well of it a few times. 

 
 Let the aged men who were pioneers in our work speak plainly. 

(Manuscript 62, 1905) 
 

 Let those who are dead speak … by reprinting their articles. (Manuscript 
62, 1905) 

 
 Make prominent the testimony of some of the old workers who are now 

dead. (Letter 99, 1905) 
 

 These articles should now be reprinted, that there may be a living voice 
from the Lord’s witnesses. (Letter 99, 1905) 

 
 The history of the early experiences in the message will be a power to 

withstand the masterly ingenuity of Satan’s deceptions. (Letter 99, 1905) 
 
 

 Gather up the rays of divine light that God has given as He led His people 
on step by step in the way of truth. (Manuscript 62, 1905) 

 
 Rehearse the experience of the men who acted a part in the 

establishment of our work in the beginning. (Manuscript 129, 1905) 
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 Repeat the words of the pioneers in our work, who knew what it cost to 
search for the truth as for hidden treasure, and who labored to lay the 
foundation of our work. (Review and Herald, March 25, 1905) 

 
 The standard-bearers who have fallen in death, are to speak through 

the reprinting of their writings … to bear their testimony as to what 
constitutes truth for this time. (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 32, 1905) 

 
 “The principles of truth that God has revealed to us are our only true 

foundation. They have made us what we are. The lapse of time had not 
lessened their value.” Counsels to Writers and Editors p. 52, 1904 

 
 “The record of the experience through which the people of God passed in the 

early history of our work must be republished. Many of those who have 
since come into the truth are ignorant of the way in which the Lord 
wrought.” 17MR p. 344 1903 

 
 “We are to repeat the words of the pioneers in our work, who knew what 

it cost to search for the truth as for hidden treasure. The word given me is, 
Let that which these men have written in the past be reproduced.” Review 
& Herald May 25, 1905 

 
 “Not one pin is to be removed from that which the Lord has established. 

Where shall we find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been 
giving for the last fifty years?” Review & Herald May 25, 1905 

 
 “Such men as Elders James White, J. N. Andrews, Uriah Smith, and J. H. 

Wagoner, -- they did not dare present that truth to the people until they 
had made it a special subject of prayer and the Spirit of prophecy had set 
its seal to it” Review & Herald Oct 27, 1904 

 
 "God has given me light regarding our periodicals. What is it? -- He has said 

that the dead are to speak. How? -- Their works shall follow them. We are 
to repeat the words of the pioneers in our work, who knew what it cost 
to search for the truth as for hidden treasure, and who labored to lay the 
foundation of our work. They moved forward step by step under the 
influence of the Spirit of God. One by one these pioneers are passing away. 
The word given me is, Let that which these men have written in the past 
be reproduced. 

 
 "Let the truths that are the foundation of our faith be kept before the 

people. Some will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils. 

 
 "We are now to understand what the pillars of our faith are, -- the truths 

that have made us as a people what we are, leading us on step by step. 
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 "During this whole time I could not understand the reasoning of the 
brethren. My mind was locked, as it were, and I could not comprehend the 
meaning of the scriptures we were studying. This was one of the greatest 
sorrows of my life. I was in this condition of mind until all the principal 
points of our faith were made clear to our minds, in harmony with the 
Word of God. The brethren knew that, when not in vision, I could not 
understand these matters, and they accepted, as light directly from heaven, 
the revelations given." EGW, Review and Herald May 25, 1905 

 
 "Let not any man enter upon the work of tearing down the foundations of 

the truth that have made us what we are. God has led His people forward 
step by step, though there are pitfalls of error on every side. Under the 
wonderful guidance of a plain "Thus saith the Lord," a truth has been 
established that has stood the test of trial. When men arise and attempt to 
draw away disciples after them, meet them with the truths that have been 
tried as by fire." 

 
 "Those who seek to remove the old landmarks are not holding fast; they 

are not remembering how they have received and heard. Those who try to 
bring in theories that would remove the pillars of our faith concerning 
the sanctuary or concerning the personality of God or of Christ, are 
working as blind men. They are seeking to bring in uncertainties and to set 
the people of God adrift without an anchor." (Manuscript Releases 760) 

 
March of 1905 she said 

 "We are God's commandment-keeping people. For the past fifty years [1855-
1905] every phase of heresy has been brought to bear upon us, to 
becloud our minds regarding the teaching of the word,--especially 
concerning the ministration of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, and the 
message of heaven for these last days, as given by the angels of the 
fourteenth chapter of Revelation.” "Messages of every order and kind 
have been urged upon Seventh-day Adventists, to take the place of the 
truth which, point by point, has been sought out by prayerful study, and 
testified to by the miracle-working power of the Lord." "But the way-marks 
which have made us what we are, are to be preserved, and they will be 
preserved, as God has signified through His word and the testimony of His 
Spirit. He calls upon us to hold firmly, with the grip of faith, to the 
fundamental principles that are based upon unquestionable authority." 
(Ellen White, Letter 95, 1905, To Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Kress, March 14, 1905, 
sea also Special Testimonies Series B. No. 2 page 59) 
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Section 4: Pioneers View of Christ 
 
Based on the previous section and on the endorsement of the pioneers, if this be 
the case that she said the material of the pioneers concerning this subject be 
published, what else shale we do but obey the call to publish the points they held 
in harmony with the messenger. At this point I will classify her as a pioneer to. 
 

 Minute instruction was given concerning Christ and his birth, for the Lord 
by Micah the prophet designated his divine origin, and even the little village 
where he was to be born: "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting" (margin, Heb., from "the days of eternity"). 54 {1905 JNL, 
GSAM 50.3} 

 
October 1, 1889: "The Divinity of Christ" Bible Echo and Signs of the Times 4, 
19. - E. J. Waggoner 
 

The fact that Jesus is spoken of as the only begotten Son of God should be 
sufficient to establish a belief in his divinity. As Son of God, he must 
partake of the nature of God. "As the Father hath life in himself, so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself." John 5:26. Life and immortality are 
imparted to the faithful followers of God, but Christ alone shares with the 
Father the power to impart life. He has "life in himself," that is, he is 
able to perpetuate his own existence. This is shown by his own words 
when, showing the voluntary nature of his sacrifice for man, he said: "I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay 
it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again." John 10:17, 18. {October 1, 1889 EJW, BEST 297.1}  
 
That Christ is divine is shown by the fact that he receives worship. Angels 
have always refused to receive worship and adoration. But we read of the 
Father, that "when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship him." Heb. 1:6. If he is to receive 
worship from angels, it follows as a matter of course that he should 
receive worship from men; and we find that even while here on earth, 
in the likeness of man, he received worship as God. The prophet John 
thus records the adoration which Christ will finally receive equally with the 
Father: "And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Rev. 5:13. {October 
1, 1889 EJW, BEST 297.2}  
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If Christ were not God, this would be idolatry. The great indictment 
against the heathen is that they "changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator." Rom. 1:25. It 
matters not what the position of a creature may be, whether a beast, a man, 
or an angel, worship of it is strictly forbidden. Only God may be worshiped, 
and since Christ may be worshiped, Christ is God. So say the Scriptures 
of truth. {October 1, 1889 EJW, BEST 297.3}  
 
It is hardly necessary, with all this army of testimony, to speak of the pre-
existence of Christ. One of the strangest things in the world is that men 
professing to believe and reverence the Bible, will claim that Christ had no 
existence prior to his birth of the Virgin Mary. Three texts only will be quoted 
here to disprove this theory, but texts which will be quoted later, on another 
point, will just as fully prove the pre-existence of Christ. The first text is in 
the prayer of Jesus, on the night of his betrayal. He said: "And now, Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was." John 17:5. We don't know what could be plainer, 
unless it is the statement that he made the world. John says that "all things 
were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made." 
John 1:3. {October 1, 1889 EJW, BEST 297.4}  
 
But stronger still are the words of the prophet, who foretold the place of the 
birth of the Messiah, in these words: "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from the days of eternity." Micah 5:2, 
margin. He who would dispute the pre-existence of Christ, in the face of 
these texts, would deny that the sun shines at midday, if it suited his 
notion to do so. {October 1, 1889 EJW, BEST 298.1}  
 
In arguing the perfect equality of the Father and the Son, and the fact that 
Christ is in very nature God, we do not design to be understood as 
teaching that the Father was not before the Son. It should not be 
necessary to guard this point, lest some should think that the Son 
existed as soon as the Father, yet some go to that extreme, which adds 
nothing to the dignity of Christ, but rather detracts from the honor due 
him, since many throw the whole thing away rather than accept a 
theory so obviously out of harmony with the language of Scripture, that 
Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. He was begotten, not created. He 
is of the substance of the Father, so that in his very nature he is God; 
and since that is so "it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness 
dwell." Col. 1:19. Or, as the apostle states in Col. 2:9, "For in him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." It would be difficult to frame 
language more expressive of the divine nature. {October 1, 1889 EJW, 
BEST 298.2}  
 
Some have difficulty in reconciling Christ's statement in John 14:28, 
"My Father is greater than I," with the idea that he is God, and is entitled 
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to worship. Some, indeed, dwell upon that text alone as sufficient to 
overthrow the idea of Christ's divinity; but if that were allowed, it would 
only prove a contradiction in the Bible, and even in Christ's own speech, for 
it is most positively declared, as we have seen, that he is divine. There are 
two facts which are amply sufficient to account for Christ's statement 
recorded in John 14:28. One is that Christ is the Son of God. While both 
are of the same nature, the Father is first in point of time. He is also 
greater in that he had no beginning, while Christ's personality had a 
beginning. Then, too, the statement is emphatically true in view of the 
position which Christ had assumed. He "emptied himself, taking the form of 
a servant, being made in the likeness of men." Phil. 2:7, Revised Version. He 
was "made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death." Heb. 
2:9. In order to redeem men, he had to come where they were. He did not 
lay aside his divinity, but he laid aside his glory, and veiled his divinity with 
humanity. So his statement, "My Father is greater than I," is perfectly 
consistent with the claim, made by himself as well as by all who wrote of 
him, that he was and is God. {October 1, 1889 EJW, BEST 298.3} 

 
 He alone could reflect the Father in his fullness, because his goings forth 

have been from the days of eternity; and as it says in the eighth of Proverbs: 
"I was with him, as one brought up with him." He was one of God, equal 
with God; and his nature is the nature of God. Therefore one grand 
necessity that he alone should come to the world and save man, was because 
the Father wanted to manifest himself fully to the sons of men; and none in 
the universe could manifest the Father in his fullness except the only 
begotten Son, who is in the image of the Father. No creature could do it, 
because he is not great enough. Only he whose goings forth have been from 
the days of eternity could do it; consequently he came, and God dwelt in 
him. How much? - "All the fullness of the Godhead bodily" is reflected in 
him. And this is not only to men on the earth; but it is that in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one - in 
Christ - all things which are in heaven and which are on earth. In Christ, 
God is manifested to the angels and reflected to men in the world in a way 
in which they cannot see God otherwise. {February 27, 1895 N/A, GCB 
378.6} 

 
 The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He 

had an associate--a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could 
share His joy in giving happiness to created beings. "In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God." John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only 
begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father--one in nature, in 
character, in purpose--the only being that could enter into all the 
counsels and purposes of God. "His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 
Isaiah 9:6. His "goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." 
Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: "The Lord 
possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set 
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up from everlasting. . . . When He appointed the foundations of the earth: 
then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, 
rejoicing always before Him." Proverbs 8:22-30. {PP 34.1} 

 
Notice how this three references which are much contended bout are blended in 
one quote above 
 

 Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal 
Father,--one in nature, in character, in purpose,--the only being that could 
enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. "His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of peace" (Isaiah 9:6). His "goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting" (Micah 5:2).--Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 34. {7ABC 437.2} The 
Jews had never before heard such words from human lips, and a convicting 
influence attended them; for it seemed that divinity flashed through 
humanity as Jesus said, "I and my Father are one." The words of Christ 
were full of deep meaning as he put forth the claim that he and the Father 
were of one substance, possessing the same attributes.--The Signs of the 
Times, Nov. 27, 1893, p. 54. {7ABC 437.3} Yet the Son of God was the 
acknowledged Sovereign of heaven, one in power and authority with the 
Father.--The Great Controversy, p. 495. {7ABC 437.4} 

 
 The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a 

distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of 
heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the 
adoring homage of the angels was received by him as his right. This was no 
robbery of God. "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way," he 
declares, "before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from 
the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. 
Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth; 
while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest 
part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was 
there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth." {RH, April 5, 
1906 par. 7} There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with 
the Father before the foundation of the world was laid. This is the light 
shining in a dark place, making it resplendent with divine, original 
glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains other 
mysterious and otherwise unexplainable truths, while it is enshrined in 
light, unapproachable and incomprehensible. {RH, April 5, 1906 par. 8}  

 
 I feel my spirit stirred within me. I feel to the depth of my being that the 

truth must be borne to other countries and nations and to all classes. Let 
the missionaries of the cross proclaim that there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and man, who is Jesus Christ the Son of the 
Infinite God. This needs to be proclaimed throughout every church in 
our land. Christians need to know this, and not put man where God 
should be, that they may no longer be worshipers of idols, but of the 
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living God. Idolatry exists in our churches. [Means had] better be 
employed to save souls from death, which would be placing jewels in the 
crown of Jesus Christ and stars in our own crowns in the kingdom of heaven. 
{Ms40-1891} 

 
 The man who does not know God as his Father, and Jesus Christ as the 

only begotten Son of the infinite God, cannot rule wisely. {17MR 318.4} 
 

 In speaking of His pre-existence, Christ carries the mind back through 
dateless ages. He assures us that there never was a time when He was not 
in close fellowship with the eternal God. He to whose voice the Jews were 
then listening had been with God as one brought up with Him. {ST, August 
29, 1900 par. 15}  

 
 Here Christ shows them that, altho they might reckon His life to be less than 

fifty years, yet His divine life could not be reckoned by human computation. 
The existence of Christ before His incarnation is not measured by figures.  
{ST, May 3, 1899 par. 4} 

 
There are people who enter into much disputation that doesn’t warrant the time 
accorded to them. If Christ was as old as the Father, how could even the 
prophetess conjecture thinking about computation and figures!  
 
WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? By J. S. James: The Oriental Watchmen 1911 Vol 
14 No.1 
 

 The beloved disciple in writing his gospel, speaks of Christ as the word which 
was "in the beginning." John 1:1 This takes our minds back to the time when 
the heavens and earth were brought into existence. But even there, we 
have not reached "the beginning" of which John speaks. Standing at that 
point, the beginning of the material world, we may still go back in our 
imaginations to any length of time which we are capable of comprehending, 
and still we have not reached the natal day of God's Son, the Christ. 

 
From Everlasting to Everlasting  
The words of the wise man will aid us to understand this theme as far as 
the finite mind can reach. Of Christ, under the personification of wisdom, 
he says: "The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever 
the world was made, ...when he prepared the heavens, I was there... 
when he appointed the foundations of the earth, then I was by him, as 
one brought up with him and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
before him." Prov. 8:22-30. To this agree the words of the Psalmist, "Lord, 
thou has been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth or thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting, to everlasting, thou art God." Ps. 90:2. Observe the 
expression used here to describe the infinity of Christ, "from everlasting to 
everlasting." In other words, from the everlasting eternity of the past to 
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the everlasting eternity of the future. That this passage from the Psalms 
has express reference to Christ is clearly seen by comparing it with a similar 
passage in Isaiah. The prophet tells the incarnation of Christ thus: "For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulders and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." Isa. 9:6. Here the 
name God" is applied to the Son, and also the "everlasting Father." The 
Apostle Paul in the first chapter of Hebrews quoting from the forty-fifth 
Psalm, verse six, makes use of exactly the same expression. 
 
Old Testament Writers  
It is in this light that. Christ is understood and portrayed by all the Old 
Testament writers, not a Christ of a coming age; but a Christ then 
present; not a Christ whose beginning dated from his birth in human 
form amid the humble surroundings of a Judean stable, but one who 
was everlasting, all-powerful, and co-existent with the Father; not a son 
merely of Joseph the carpenter, but the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 
 
Christ Himself Speaks  
Over and over again we are told that the Father and Son are one, one in 
work, in purpose, in plan. Says Christ: "My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work." John 5: 17. "Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me? The words that. I speak unto you I speak not of myself, but the Father 
that, dwelleth in me he doeth the works." In every purpose and work of the 
Father in the past, the Son had a part. They worked together in the creation 
of this and other worlds, in laying the plan of man's salvation and 
redemption. The Apostle Paul declares of Christ: "He is before all things, and 
by him all things consist." "And he is the head of the body, the church, who 
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things he might 
have the preeminence; for it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell." Col. 1:17-19. 

 
Is there anything above different from EGW? No. Did the writer believe in trinity? 
No. Yet he was saying what EGW was saying. Now M.C. Wilcox was the editor of 
Signs of the Times. He was responsible for the endorsements and usage of the 
word “Trinity” via Spear. Some will say that that is when the denomination started 
believing in trinity but that does not mean what some today attempt to make it 
out to be. Merlin Burt, perceptively notes the following:  
 

 "The title, Bible Doctrine of the Trinity, implied that the work would be 
sympathetic to the doctrine of the Trinity. Upon reading the tract, one finds 
almost nothing which nineteenth-century Adventists would have found 
objectionable." [Merlin Burt, 'Demise of Semi-Arianism and Anti-
Trinitarianism in Adventist Theology, 1888-1957', pages 5-6, December 
1996] 

 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

41 
 
 

While it is true that much of what Spear wrote in his article would have been 
acceptable to Seventh-day Adventists of that era it is also true Wilcox himself did 
not agree in totality with Spear’s document. While he wrote that there “may be 
minor thoughts” that “we might wish to express differently” he never explained 
what these might be. Yet reading his other articles later on indicates that there 
were most certainly significant differences that he held. However due to the critical 
environment it was advantageous for him to minimalize that when advertising 
Spear’s document. 
 
Bible Answers (Dallas Youngs)  
How is it that Christ has power to forgive sins the same as does the Father? It is 
true that Christ has power to Forgive sins.  
 
Signs of the Times – June 1954 

 He affirmed that fact when He was upon earth. "The Son of man hath power 
upon earth to forgive sins." Luke 5:24. Christ has this power because it 
was given Him of His Father. It is resident in the fact that Christ is God 
(divine) the same as is God the Father. He belongs to the divine family 
because He is the only begotten Son of God. God gave His Son all the 
powers and prerogatives of deity. "For as the Father hath life in Himself; 
so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. In giving 
consideration to this question we do well to remember that Christ did not 
begin His existence at the time of His birth of the virgin. He who gave His 
life a ransom for sinners existed with the Father from the beginning. Paul 
says: "In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every 
creature." Colossians 1:14, 15. Christ, as Paul says, was "first born." He 
was before any creature in the universe. Of course we do not believe that 
He was born in the sense that humans are propagated, but He was given 
existence in the divine way. He is of the same essence and substance as 
the Father. He partook of the same divine powers, among which was the 
power to Forgive sins. From Revelation we read: "Unto the angel of the 
church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God." Revelation 3:14. 
Christ can forgive sins the same as the Father because He is divine and so 
possessed of all the prerogatives of divinity. 

 
Signs of the Times – Januuary 1, 1946 - When was the Son brought forth?  

 "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. 
I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 
When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no 
fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before 
the hills was I brought forth: while as yet He had not made the earth, nor 
the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When He prepared 
the heavens, I was there: when He set a compass upon the face of the depth: 
...when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His 
commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was 
by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

42 
 
 

always before him." Proverbs 8:22-30. Before any other creature was 
given life, God brought forth His Son, His only begotten Son, made of 
His own divine substance and in His express image. Christ was "first-
born." The Son was given self-existent life. He was made immortal; that 
is, He was given perpetual life within Himself. 

 
“MY FATHER AND YOUR FATHER." T. E. BOWEN: Signs of the Times – June 27, 
1900 

 CHRIST'S mission to this earth was to correct the lie given by Satan to the 
human race concerning the CHARACTER OF HIS FATHER. He could not 
endure the thought that man should entertain the idea THAT GOD— who 
had created the great universe for the happiness of every intelligence—was 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and self-seeking. Laying aside all His power, glory, 
and exaltation beside the throne, Christ came among men to VINDICATE 
THE TRUE CHARACTER of our loving heavenly Father. This was His mission. 
"O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee; but I have known 
Thee;" "I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world;" "As the 
Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father." These texts show that Christ 
is THE ONLY ONE ever in our world prepared to give a correct witness or 
testimony concerning the FATHER AND HIS CHARACTER. Again, in seeing 
Him, our race saw the Father; for this testimony concerning Christ is given 
us: "God… hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the world; who being 
the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person," etc. (Heb. 
1:1-3); also Jesus told Philip, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?" 

 
 To the Son was committed this responsible work of revealing the Father, 

because NO BEING BESIDES HIM in all the universe knew the Father as did 
He. NONE could fathom His infinite love, power, mercy, and goodness, but 
the Son. So HE ALONE could become a Redeemer. Angels might offer to die 
for the fallen race, but redemption consisted of something infinitely greater 
than to die. THE CHARACTER OF GOD and His eternal, holy law must be 
vindicated amidst sinners. God's very every-day heavenly life must be lived 
among sinful men, and that, too, clothed with sinful flesh. Thus REVEALING 
THE LIFE OF THE FATHER, men would be drawn to Him, leaving, by choice, 
the service of sin. "All things," said Christ, "are delivered unto Me of My 
Father; and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and He to whomsoever the Son shall reveal 
Him." Matt. 11:27. Again, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me." John 14:6. Not that this is arbitrarily 
so, but absolutely no man can come unto the Father but through the 
knowledge of His goodness revealed only by His Son. 

 
 Jesus loves His Father. He enjoys His presence. He is anxious that our 

happiness shall be made complete by our loving Him too; for He knows that 
in His presence, with hearts made pure, for us also fs "fulness of joy." He 
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left a perfect testimony in the world that the Father loves us. "For God so 
loved the world," "And he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father; " "If a 
man love Me, he will keep My words; and My Father will love him," are some 
of the expressions in words of the Father's love. Then, after His resurrection, 
Jesus still assures us that, altho He had suffered a cruel death among men, 
the Father's love would not be withdrawn from us. In revealing Himself to 
Mary, He says, "Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father; but 
go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your 
Father; and to My God, and your God." What a precious assurance! EVEN AS 
HE IS MY FATHER, so He is yours. His love for you, His sons, because you are 
"My brethren," will be the same that it has been for Me. And this is the way 
He has loved you all the time, but you knew it not. 

 
 Reader, this is the God you are invited to love and obey. To know Him is but 

to love Him, and to love Him is but to obey Him. If you have not already 
done so, would it not be well for you to "acquaint now thyself with God 
[margin], and be at peace [not at war]; thereby good shall come unto thee" 
(Job 22:20? 

 
The Desire of All Nations - The Creator: BY T. H. JEYS - Review and Herald – 
August 27, 1936 
 

 In this plan the Father and the Son were colaborers, the Son being the 
active agent, and sole exhibitor of infinite power. Paul declares of Him, -"By 
whom also He made the worlds." Heb. 1:2. And again, "All things were 
created' by Him, and for Him." Col. 1:16. John testifies: "All things were 
made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made." 
John 1:3. Thus the Christ is set forth as the express image of the Father, 
doing His works, in all respects in harmony with the plans laid in that 
mysterious agreement made by the Infinite with the Infinite. 

 
FATHER AND I - H. W. COTTRELL: Bible Training School - September 1907 
 

 “I and my Father are one," said Jesus, the truthfulness of which utterance 
was voiced in every act of that noble life as the Master traveled the plains 
and hills of old Judea for the three and one half years of his earthly sojourn. 
He did "nothing" of Himself. He could not do anything of "Himself" 
alone. It would have been contrary to His divine nature. HE AND HIS FATHER 
were one in desire, purpose and act: hence the oft repeated statement, "of 
mine own self I can do nothing."THE FATHER DOES NOTHING OF HIMSELF 
ALONE, BUT COUNSELS THE SON IN ALL THINGS. "Let us make man in 
our image," SAID THE FATHER TO THE SON. Through cooperation man 
was created in their image after their likeness. The work of redemption is a 
cooperative work. It could not be accomplished by either without the other. 

 
 The gathering together of the saints in that day of eternal reunion is the 

partnership work of the FATHER AND THE SON. Christ the sin-conqueror, 
accompanied, at the command of the Father, by all the holy angels, (on 
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account of which there is silence in heaven for "the space of half an hour,") 
comes down the flaming sky and shouts aloud, with the voice of the 
archangel, and the trump of God," "Arise ye sleeping saints." 1 Thess. 4:16, 
17. The dead come forth from their long resting places, and together with 
the translated ones are escorted by angels to meet their Lord and to their 
heavenly home, where sin and death can not enter. Luke 20:35, 36. Where 
joy, peace and righteousness reign forevermore. When we learn from our 
Father that not one of us can do anything of "himself" but that we must 
cooperate with Christ, and thus with each other, we shall have learned one 
of the most valuable lessons assigned to humanity. We should bestow 
EQUAL honor upon the FATHER AND THE SON in their cooperative work 
for humanity. "For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; 
even so the Son quickeneth whom he will… That all men should honor the 
Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son," by 
bestowing equal honor, "honoreth not the Father which hath sent Him." John 
5:21, 23. 

 
The Love of God - Ellen White 
 

 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be 
accomplished!” “O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done 
marvelous things; his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the 
victory.” {ST December 23, 1897, par. 1} The great plan of redemption was 
laid before the foundation of the world. And Christ, our Substitute and 
Surety, did not stand alone in the wondrous undertaking of the ransom of 
man. In the plan to save a lost world, the counsel was between them both; 
THE COVENANT OF PEACE WAS BETWEEN THE FATHER AND SON. “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” THE MAJESTY 
OF HEAVEN, the King of glory, would become a servant. THE ONLY-
BEGOTTEN SON, IN WHOM THE FATHER DELIGHTED, was given for the 
ransom of a fallen race. {ST December 23, 1897, par. 2} *See Proverbs 8:22-

30 about that last sentence � and continuing on: 

 
 Those who represent GOD THE FATHER as unloving, ready to break forth on 

his sinful creatures in vindictive wrath, do not speak the truth. IN HIS 
PRAYER TO HIS FATHER, CHRIST SAID, “O righteous Father, the world hath 
not known thee: but I have known thee.” THE WORLD HAS MEASURED GOD 
BY THEIR OWN FINITE MEASUREMENT. They have misjudged and 
misinterpreted his truth and righteousness. BUT CHRIST COULD SAY, “I have 
known thee, for I have been in the secret chambers of the Most High.” If the 
world had been admitted into the COUNSELS OF GOD, they would have one 
and only one testimony to bear, and that is, “GOD IS LOVE.” {ST December 
23, 1897, par. 3} THE FATHER GAVE HIMSELF TO THE WORLD, IN THE GIFT 
OF HIS SON. It was the love of the Father for fallen man that DEVISED IN 
UNION WITH THE SON, the plan of redemption. And in this great gift THE 
CHARACTER OF GOD is exemplified to all who shall receive the WORLD’S 
REDEEMER by faith, as a GOD OF HOLINESS AND A GOD OF LOVE. In the 
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crucifixion of HIS DEAR SON upon the cross of Calvary, he gives to all the 
sons and daughters of Adam an expression of his justice and his love. This 
offering made manifest the immutability of the holiness of his law. In the 
cross of Calvary justice and truth have met together, righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. {ST December 23, 1897, par. 4}. THE LORD 
GOD OMNIPOTENT, IS THE GOD OF HIS PEOPLE. He is also a tender, LOVING 
FATHER, ready to hear their prayers; FOR GOD WAS IN CHRIST, reconciling 
the world UNTO HIMSELF, not imputing their trespasses unto them. GOD 
SENT FORTH HIS SON to be the propitiation for them through faith in his 
atoning blood. {ST December 23, 1897, par. 5} 

 
The Measure of God’s Love - E. G. White: Signs of the Times – February 22, 
1899 par 5 and 6 
 

 "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of 
old," Christ says. " When He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters 
should not pass His commandment; when He appointed the foundations of 
the earth; then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and I was daily 
His delight, rejoicing always before Him." But the only begotten Son of God 
humbled Himself to come to this earth. He took the sinner's place; the 
guiltless suffered for the guilty. This was the hiding of His glory. "Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him 
that had the power of death." "God accepted the death of His Son to save 
a rebellious race. But in this was there no sacrifice made by the Father? 
The Creator Himself, the Omnipotent God, suffered with His Son. 
Abraham was permitted to know something of the meaning of this great 
sacrifice. He is called the father of the faithful, because he carried out in 
heart purpose the fearful test, as fully as if he had by his own hand taken 
the life of his son." 

 
The Mystery Series No. 3: The Mystery of God's Eternal Purpose - John Orr  
The Signs of the Times - March 15, 1899 
 

 "In the unfolding of this marvelous plan, One stood in the presence of 
Jehovah who had been with Him from the very beginning of His way., He 
was Wisdom, who, before the mountains were brought forth, or the clouds 
were established in the firmament, was constantly in the presence of the 
Most High, as One brought up with Him. Prov. 8 :14-30. His name was called 
Wonderful, Counselor, and the mighty God. Isa. 9:6. He was the Word, who 
was with God in the beginning, and was God, by whom all things were made. 
John I: 1-3. All things were not only made by Him, but for Him, as well; 
everything was His by right of creation. Col. I :15,16. Yet this same Word 
afterward became flesh, and dwelt among men as the Saviour of the world. 
John I :14.  
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 It is therefore plain that every detail of God's eternal purpose concerning 
creation as well as redemption, was intrusted to the authority and might of 
Christ. Every minute arrangement was perfected before the word was 
spoken lit which called the world into being. Before its founding, Christ was 
set apart as a lamb to be slain for a lost world. I Peter I :19, 20; Rev. 13:8. 
Through the might of Christ dwelling in men to control their every action, 
were they to be holy and without blame before God in love. Eph. 1:4,5." "...it 
was wisdom on God's part, and better for all concerned, to keep the secret 
of His knowledge of affairs, between Himself and Son, letting all the angels 
act freely as they would in the great crisis then before the universe. This 
done, the loyal and true would be known to have acted from the purest 
motives. These considerations alone were sufficient to confine such a 
council to the Father and His only-begotten Son. .." "... In the creation 
which followed, all things belonged to Christ by right of His, creative agency. 
When man fell under the persuasive power of Satan, and sullied his native 
simplicity, Christ undertook to redeem His own, and so carry out the fulness 
of that plan which had been perfected between Him and His Father. ..." 

 
 "The prophets, also, who, under the direction of the Spirit of Christ, wrote 

of " His sufferings, and the glory that should follow," although diligently 
searching to know the time and the manner of the like which the Spirit was 
indicating through them, failed to understand the full import of these 
thing..." "But as this mystery is the power of an indwelling Christ to redeem 
man to the restoration of his lost estate, the finishing of the mystery (Rev. 
10:7) will be the complete gathering into one  

 
Scripture Questions Answered by W. H. Littlejohn  
321. —SON OF MAN. Review and Herald - March 17, 1885 
 

 J. D. C.: The title "Son of man" was assumed by our Lord because of the 
fact that he was born of the Virgin. He was also called the Son of God 
because he was begotten of God. In him were united a human and a divine 
nature. It was therefore fitting that titles should be applied to him which 
when taken together, should express this fact. 

 
Christ--A Divine or A Human Saviour? By LYLE C. SHEPARD  
The Canadian Watchman September 1927 
 

 In Rev. 3:14 Christ is styled the "beginning of the creation of God." This can 
not mean that He was a created being as angels and men are because we 
are told repeatedly in scripture that He was the only begotten of the 
Father and dwelt in His Father's bosom and was thus coexistent with 
God, the Father. (See John 1:14, 18;3: 16,18; 1 John 4:9) Thus it must be 
that He was the "beginning of the creation of God" in the sense that created 
things came into being by His power and through His agency. 
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The First Place - W. W. Prescott: The Present Truth – March 26, 1908 
 

 THE place which the Son of God occupies in the administration of the 
divine government is thus stated: "He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the Church: Who is the 
beginning, the first-born from the dead; that in all things He might have the 
preeminence." This is not by arbitrary appointment, but is the outgrowth 
of the VERY NATURE AND BEING of the Son, and of HIS RELATIONSHIP 
to the eternal Father. AS THE SON was one with the Father, as He was 
the ONLY BEGOTTEN, and as He was thus ABLE TO ENTER into the 
counsels of His Father AS NO CREATED BEING could possibly do, so He 
was necessarily the One through Whom the Father made every 
revelation of Himself. CHRIST WAS THE BEGINNING OF HIS WAY, the 
Mediator between the Father and all created things and all created beings. 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through Him; and without Him was not anything made that hath been 
made." 

 
Excerpts from the following article: Misrepresenting Our Father - C. M. Snow  
Review and Herald – May 27, 1915 
 

 “It is true there can be but one God the Father; but he is not alone; and 
he does have a partner. We read of this partnership and this companionship 
in the first chapter of Hebrews: — "God, who at sundry times and in diverse 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he bath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word, of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high." Hebrews I:1-3. It is impossible from 
such scriptures as this to draw the conclusion that God sits in austere and 
lonely isolation upon the throne of the universe, demanding love, but 
manifesting only selfishness. One sits beside him whom he took into his 
counsel before the world was made. God said to his Son at that time, 
"Let us make man in our image." They were then in the same image; and 
this agrees with the words just 'quoted from Hebrews: "Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person," etc. 

 
 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not anything made that was made… He was in 
the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not." John 1:1-11. That is 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour, one who "was in the beginning with God," who 
was the active agent of God the Father in the creation of the worlds...” 
“… If God were supremely selfish, our Saviour must be the same; for he 
is the express image of the Father's person...” “...It is a fearful thing thus 
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to misrepresent our loving Father and charge him, as Lucifer charged him, 
with being the embodiment of selfishness. But we know him as the God of 
love, and long for the day when we shall see his face with no dimming cloud 
between.” 

 
A Good Conscience - S. N. Haskell: Bible Training School - August 1906 
 

"To us who have had light, there is but one God the Father. There is one 
truth. There is but one Lord Jesus Christ by whom were all things, and 
we by Him 
 

The Epistle to the Hebrews Chap. 1. 5. The Divine Head of the Human Family  
*Likely from Editor W. T. Bartlett - Present Truth April 1, 1909 

 
The remainder of the first chapter of the epistle is occupied with PROVING 
THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST TO THE ANGELS. There is no room in the 
mind of the writer for any such thought as that Christ was but a man. If He 
had been only a man, then He would have been inferior to the angels, for 
man in his creation was made a little lower than the angels. Ps. viii. 5. But 
while, as the Son of man, Christ was made for a little while lower than the 
angels, as the Son of God He was infinitely above the angels. This passage 
of Scripture, then, is entirely opposed to the idea that Christ was only 
human. Has it any special message for those who are already persuaded of 
His divinity? 
 
It has. We cannot consider too earnestly and carefully the true nature of 
Christ. It seems so easy to most people to think of Him somewhat as we 
think of the angels, as beings of light and glory who have never fallen, 
whose home is in heaven, while our less fortunate lot is cast in a sinful 
world. Jesus is very much more than an angel; HE IS THE SON OF GOD, 
MADE LIKE HIS FATHER, having power to create and sustain the universe. 
This INFINITELY POWERFUL AND DIVINE Being has made purification of 
our sins; He is set down at the right hand of the throne, having become, as 
our Saviour and Advocate, so much better than the angels as HIS ORIGINAL 
INHERITANCE was more than theirs. NO ANGEL CAN COMPARE with the 
omnipotent One Who is our Representative and Advocate in the presence of 
God. 
 
While we go on to consider the evidences of His divinity, let us remember 
that, highly exalted as He is, the Son of God is our ALMIGHTY Redeemer. 
His glory and power are employed in our behalf, that we may be delivered 
from the dominion of sin. When we think of our Saviour, let us remember 
that He is not merely a heavenly being like unto the angels, but the Creator 
of all the angels; that in His hands is ALL THE POWER of the universe; that 
the brightness of the divine glory radiates from Him; then the 
ASSURANCE OF HIS DIVINITY will bring to us an increase of confidence in 
His power to save. 
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"For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art My son, this day 
have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be 
to Me a son?" Verse 5. The angels came into existence by an act of creation; 
CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN OF HIS FATHER. We can, perhaps, appreciate 
something of the difference when we conceive of a man as making some 
object by the exercise of his strength and skill, and then of the same man 
begetting a son. The work of his hands may be made as he pleases; it may 
reveal more or less of his ability and character; it may be designed for 
honour or for some base purpose. But when a man begets a son he can only 
do it by imparting himself. He gives to his son all that he has to give, 
withholding nothing, and he greatly desires to impart to his son the fullest 
degree possible of vigour and health. And, when the son is born, he takes 
personal satisfaction and pleasure in equipping him in the highest degree 
for his career in life. No true father is content unless he has given to his son 
all that it is in his power to bestow upon him. So Christ, AS THE SON OF 
GOD, received from His divine Father ALL THAT THE FATHER'S 
EXISTENCE COMPRISED. He was the EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS FATHER'S 
PERSON, AND HEIR OF ALL THINGS THAT THE FATHER POSSESSED. All 
that a father could be to a son, that God was to His Son; all that a son could 
be to a father, that Christ was to Him. 
 
WE CANNOT FIX A TIME when the words: "Thou art My Son, this day 
have I begotten Thee," first apply. WHEN WE GO BACK TO THE VERY 
BEGINNING OF CREATED THINGS WE FIND CHRIST endowed with infinite 
power and wisdom, able to lay the foundations of the universe and to speak 
worlds into existence at His will. Whether we think of the FATHER OR OF 
THE SON, the words are EQUALLY TRUE: "before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God." Ps. Xc. 2. The goings forth 
of God's Anointed "have been from of old, from the days of eternity." Micah 
v. 2. He is the timeless One. 
 
THERE IS, HOWEVER, A DEFINITE TIME AT WHICH THE WORDS ARE 
GIVEN within the limits of human history, and THAT TIME IS THE 
RESURRECTION. Preaching in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, Paul 
declared that the promise which had been made long ago to the fathers was 
now fulfilled unto their children in that Jesus had been raised from the dead: 
"As it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art My Son, this day have I 
begotten Thee." Acts xiii. 33. Why should the words be spoken again at that 
time ? Notice that, according to Paul, they signalized the fulfilment of the 
blessed promises made to the fathers. At the resurrection Jesus rose from 
the dead, but He rose as man's Representative, Conqueror over sin and 
death in man's behalf. Because He rose, we shall rise also. When God raised 
Him from the dead He raised up us also by Him. Eph. ii. 6. Therefore when 
God said again : "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee," the words 
were spoken to Christ as the Son of man and Representative of the redeemed 
human family. AS THE SON OF MAN GOD ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS 
CHRIST AS FULLY AS WHEN HE ORIGINALLY BEGOT HIM in His own 
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likeness as Son of God before the foundation of the world. Is it not clear, 
then, that every proof of Christ's glory and divinity is an occasion of 
increased rejoicing to those who are made one with Him by His death and 
resurrection? 
 
Accordingly we find the words, "I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be 
to Me a Son," spoken through the inspired Psalmist primarily of Christ, 
but secondarily of those whom He should redeem from sin by the power 
of His own life: 
 
"I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commit iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of 
men: but My mercy shalt not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be 
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever." 2 
Sam. vii. 14-16. Then in the words spoken of Christ, "I will be His Father, 
and He shall be My Son," we may read also a promise for the sinner. Even if 
he commit iniquity, if he will but accept the chastening of the Lord, the 
mercy of God shall not depart from him, but shall finally establish him in a 
heavenly kingdom. One has been made sin for us Who knew no sin, that 
they who commit iniquity might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
2 Cor. vii. 21. The whole of the epistle to the Hebrews is devoted to a 
presentation of the work of Christ in making Himself one with sinners that 
He might bring them into His own sonship and righteousness. 

 
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for January 6, 1920 
 

 "...And Christ, on an EQUALITY WITH GOD, can reveal the Creator. He is 
in the bosom of the Father. He can and does declare Him. God Himself 
speaks in His Son. God speaks. Only God can satisfy us. Without Him, there 
are unspoken desires and longings, though we know them not for what they 
are. The whole world seeks for satisfaction, and must be forever in unrest 
unless it rests in Him. He is the desire of all nations, though they may not 
know it. The Son fully represents the Father. In the Son, God Himself 
speaks. 

 
A More Excellent Name - Lucas A. Reed  
The Signs of the Times for January 13, 1920: THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN  
 

The entire book of Hebrews, by various arguments, EXALTS JESUS AS THE 
DIVINE ONE. In the first chapter, CHRIST IS COMPARED WITH THE MIGHTY 
ANGELS, and is shown to be in all things greater than they.  

 
 CHRIST IS GREATER THAN THE ANGELS BECAUSE - 
 God never said to them, "Thou art My son." Hebrews 1: 5.  
 God did say to Christ, "I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a 

Son." lb.  
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 God said, when Christ was born in Bethlehem, "Let all the angels of God 
worship Him." Verse 6.  

 God said of the angels, "Who maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a 
flame of fire." Verse 7.  

 God never said to the angels, "Thy throne, 0 God, is forever and ever." Verse 
8.  

 God never said to the angels, "Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine hands." 
Verse 10.  

 God never said to any of the angels, "Sit on My right hand, until I make Thine 
enemies Thy footstool." Verse 13. 

 
Then the writer of the book of Hebrews concludes that angels are "ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." Verse 
14. It should be noticed, in passing, that a failure to acknowledge the truths 
marked above as 6 and '7, caused the defection of Satan. He was not called in 
council regarding creation. He felt that he, A CREATED BEING, should have 
some part in God's creative work; and through his defection, he next aspired, 
not to sit on God's right hand, but to displace Him on the throne. IT IS EVIDENT, 
THEN, THAT A KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST'S NATURE AS CONTRASTED WITH 
THAT OF THE ANGELS LIES AT THE FOUNDATION OF OUR 
COMPREHENSION OF HIS MESSIAHSHIP. 
 
A CREATED BEING CAN NEVER IN THE TRUE SENSE BE A CREATOR, AND HE 
CANNOT BE GOD. The very nature given him by his Creator precludes this. It 
is not in the plan. Nothing can exist but that which God wills. His will is 
sovereign, but the reason and purpose of that will are forever firmly founded 
in the security of His goodness or love. CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN, NOT 
CREATED, ON AN EQUALITY WITH THE FATHER, hence was associated with 
Him in the creative work and in His sovereignty on the throne. 
 
HEIR OF THE UNIVERSE  

 From the seven great principles, drawn from the Old Testament, 
inspiration asserts, in Hebrews 1: 2, 3, of the Son of God that -  

 He is the heir of all things.  
 Through Him, God made the worlds.  
 He is the brightness, or shining forth, of God's glory.  
 He is the express image of God's person, or substance.  
 He upholds all things by the word of His power.  
 He made purification for our sins.  
 He "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." 

 
Great as are these terms, they are all deduced from the declarations of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. They are but restatements, in gospel form, of the old 
truths from the ancient Word. The heir of all things is such BECAUSE HE IS 
THE SON OF GOD. The Son is rightly the heir. And the One to whom all things 
belong is the One who seeks to save that which is lost.  
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THE ONE THROUGH WHOM GOD MADE the worlds, upholds the worlds. This is 
so because in the beginning, He laid the foundation, and the present heavens 
are the work of His hands. BEING IN REALITY THE SON, He is therefore like 
His Father, He reveals His glory. GOD BEING IN REALITY HIS FATHER, God's 
person, or image, is expressed in the Son. The upholding word is the word 
which God speaks through His Son. The word which God spoke originally 
through His Son created the world. The word of God spoken through the Son 
now upholds the world. And it is the word of God, the creative, upholding, and 
therefore saving word of God, that is now spoken to us through or in the Son. 
God, who in times past spoke to us by the fathers, now speaks to us in the Son. 
And He admonishes us, "This is My beloved Son: hear Him."  
 
The One who created man, and therefore could easily create other men to 
replace fallen man, instead of taking away the sinner's life, gives His own life 
to save man from sin. Man's Creator becomes thus man's Redeemer. God in 
love chooses to re-create man, and thus make him anew, rather than create 
new men from mere clay, and mete out to sinful man the death his 
transgressions demand. We may therefore resign ourselves to Him as to a 
faithful Creator. And all who resign themselves to His care are safe. He sits on 
the eternal throne. His will in God is supreme. None of His shall ever perish; no 
one can pluck any of His out of His hand; for God gave all to Him, and the 
Father is greater than all. John 10: 28, 29. One has said of this statement from 
Christ, "Ay, but they are in His hands; and they are members of His body, and 
of His flesh, and of His bones." Holding up his hands in the midst of the large 
assembly, Mr. Denham Smith continued: "Do you expect to see my fingers fall 
away? Do you expect to see them drop off?—No, because they are parts of 
myself; and because I live, they shall live also."  
 
So Christ's members are parts of Himself; and while He lives, they must live. 
No one can touch the life of Christ. Our Head resides in heaven, above all the 
mishaps and terrors of this world; and while the Head lives, the body shall live 
also. No one of Christ's shall perish. Even though one die, Christ shall raise him 
at the last day. John 6: 39. 
 
BUT THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST DEPRIVES CHRIST OF NOTHING THAT HE 
POSSESSED BEFORE. God said of Him anciently, "Thy throne, 0 God, is forever 
and ever." And when Christ once voluntarily left the throne, and took the place 
of man, and died as a servant, there awaited immediately after, God's high 
exaltation, a place again upon the throne, and a name above every name. He 
who had a more excellent name than angels, is now discovered to have a name 
more excellent than any other name. And of Him whom God said, "Let all the 
angels of God worship Him," we find now God's will expressed, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess His lordship, to the 
glory of God the Father. Philippians 2: 5-11. 
 
ALL THESE THINGS REST IN THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD. 
AND THIS EXPRESSION, "SON OF GOD," AS APPLIED TO HIM, IS NOT USED 
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IN AN ACCOMMODATED SENSE. HE IS NOT THE SON BY ADOPTION; HE IS 
NOT THE SON BY CREATION; HE IS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER. 
 
AN UNFAILING CHRIST  
AND BEING THE ONLY ONE WHO IN THIS SPECIAL SENSE IS GOD'S SON, HE 
IS IN THIS SPECIAL SENSE GOD'S HEIR, POSSESSING EVERY ATTRIBUTE 
THAT GOD POSSESSES. THUS IT IS THAT BY INHERITANCE He receives the 
more excellent name than the angels. And since He has achieved our 
redemption, we are told that God has given Him a name greater than or above 
every other name, that at that name every knee shall bow. 
 
"... And Christ is this because He is the special representative of God. HIS IS OF 
THE SAME NATURE AND CHARACTER AND POWER WITH GOD. BUT WHILE 
HE IS FILLED WITH all this "fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2: 9), 
IT WAS ALL GIVEN HIM OF GOD, for "it pleased the Father that in Him should 
all fullness dwell" (Colossians 1:19). 
 
The same immortal fountain of lifegiving energy resides in Him that exists 
in God. "As the Father hath life in Himself ; so hath He given to the Son to 
have life in Himself, ...because He is the Son of man." And in the verse 
preceding this, with its marvelous statement regarding the relation between 
Father and Son, Christ calls Himself the Son of God, declaring that the voice of 
the Son of God will give life to the dead. John 5: 25-27. ..." 

 
How shall We Escape if We Neglect so Great a Salvation?  
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for January 27, 1920 
 

 CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS IN TITLE. HE IS CALLED THE SON 
OF GOD. NO ANGEL WAS CALLED BY SUCH TITLE, WHICH INVOLVES 
ONENESS OF NATURE WITH GOD. CHRIST IS THEREFORE SUPERIOR TO 
THE ANGELS. HE HAS BY INHERITANCE A GREATER NAME THAN THEY. 
The angels are ministering spirits. But Christ is the one at whose behest the 
angels go forth like the winds and the lightnings. As King over them, He is 
superior to them. He sits upon the throne of eternity. HE IS REPLETE WITH 
ALL THE FULLNESS OF DEITY. And it is this God-man who now brings the 
revelation of God. But "the word spoken by angels was steadfast," and every 
transgression and disobedience of that word spoken by angels received its 
just recompense. Not a single violation in all the years past escaped God's 
record. So accurate is His bookkeeping of men's lives, and so true and 
authoritative was the word given in the dispensation of angels! 

 
Divinity a Brother of Men  
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for February 10, 1920 
 

 In the first chapter of Hebrews, CHRIST HAS BEEN COMPARED WITH THE 
ANGELS, and has been found to have "a more excellent name than they." 
HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WHICH, IN THIS SPECIAL, DISTINCTIVE SENSE, 
THEY ARE NOT. Yet there are those in church pulpits every Sunday who 
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preach all men divine, as the angels are divine, even as Christ also is divine. 
All are sons of God, say they; there is no essential difference. In so teaching, 
THEY PASS UTTERLY BY THIS GREAT LESSON FROM THE FIRST CHAPTER 
OF HEBREWS. CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD, THE HEIR OF THE UNIVERSE 
OF GOD. He is "made so much better than the angels, as He hath by 
inheritance obtained [NOT BY BEING CREATED, BUT BEING BEGOTTEN OF 
THE FATHER] a more excellent name than they"—the name of Son of God. 
Hebrews 1: 4. 5. 

 
The Apostle and High Preist of Our Confession  
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for February 24, 1920 
 

 In the first chapter, we were led to CONSIDER HIM AS GOD, GREATER 
THAN THE ANGELS. In the second chapter, we are taught to consider Him 
for a little time as man, lower than the angels. But in the third chapter, we 
are to consider Him "in His house" as greater than Moses. 

 
The Mystery of Suffering  
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for June 15, 1920 
 

 Some one will be sure to ask, IF CHRIST WAS THE SON OF GOD, AND THE 
SHARER WITH GOD IN ALL THE PERFECTION OF DEITY, how can it be said 
by the Scriptures that He was made perfect through suffering? In asking 
such a question, it is forgotten that Christ became man. And He became 
fully and completely man. To do this, He must voluntarily empty Himself of 
His divine power. (Philippians 2: 6, 7.) "He emptied Himself," is the literal 
translation. Thus His humanity must be all that He permits to appear, and 
He must lay aside divinity and be as dependent upon God as we are. (1 John 
4: 17). AS THE SON OF GOD, HE POSSESSED THE PERFECTION OF DEITY, 
WITHOUT FLAW OR DEFECT, but absolutely separated from humanity, and 
the most hopeless thing in the universe for humanity, because of its 
unattainment by any man. But Christ took our humanity with all its 
proneness to sin, and liability to temptation, and inclination to walk 
according to its own rebellious will. He held that humanity true to God at 
every step of His life. In Him for the first time humanity became perfect, 
even though it had been biased, from an inheritance of ages, toward all that 
was wrong. 

 
The Oath of Jehovah  
Lucas A. Reed - The Signs of the Times for July 6, 1920 
 

 We have a mighty assurance of Christ's ability to help us, in THE FACT 
THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD, THAT HE IS A PARTAKER OF DEITY, and 
that this divine nature is coupled with us by Christ's human nature. But God 
knows our hearts, and He sees that this is not enough. He calls our attention 
to His oath. He points to Himself and His honor as God, and by His eternity 
and omnipotence and glory, affirms the surety of Christ's priesthood in our 
behalf. 
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To Show to His Servants: Lucas A. Reed - September 22, 1922 
 

 This book is the revelation of Jesus Christ. But sin is the misrepresentation 
of God; hence, he who cherishes sin, misapprehends God, and therefore 
cannot understand the life of Him who manifests the character of Jehovah. 
God gave the light of the knowledge of His character or glory to shine in the 
face of Jesus Christ. THE SON IS THE BRIGHTNESS OR OUTSHINING OF 
THE FATHER AND THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON. There was but 
ONE BEING in the universe who could fully reveal Jehovah. ONLY HE who 
knew and possessed in His own character the height and depth of the love 
of God, could show it forth to a world dark with misunderstanding of the 
Creator. 

 
 Satan trembled as he viewed his work. He was alone, in meditation upon the 

past, the present, and the future. His mighty frame shook as with a tempest. 
***An angel from Heaven was passing. Satan called him, and entreated an 
interview with Christ. This was granted. He then related to him that he 
repented of his rebellion, and wished again to enjoy the favor of God. HE 
WAS WILLING TO TAKE THE PLACE WHICH HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO HIM, 
AND BE UNDER CHRIST'S COMMAND. THE SON OF GOD WEPT AT 
SATAN'S WOE, BUT TOLD HIM, **AS THE MIND OF THE FATHER**, that 
this could never be.*** Heaven must not be placed in jeopardy. The peace 
of Heaven would be marred, should he be received back; for sin originated 
with him; the seeds of rebellion were still within him. He had no occasion 
for his course, and he had not only hopelessly ruined himself, but the host 
of angels also, who would still have been happy in Heaven had he remained 
steadfast. The law of God could condemn, but could not pardon. {ST January 
16, 1879, par. 9} 

 
 Satan trembled as he viewed his work. He was alone in meditation upon the 

past, the present, and his future plans. His mighty frame shook as with a 
tempest. ***An angel from Heaven was passing. He called him, and 
entreated an interview with Christ. This was granted him. He then related 
to the Son of God that he repented of his rebellion, and wished again the 
favor of God. He was willing to take the place GOD HAD PREVIOUSLY 
ASSIGNED TO HIM, and be under his wise command. Christ wept at Satan’s 
woe, but told him, AS THE MIND OF GOD, that he could never be received 
into Heaven***. Heaven must not be placed in jeopardy. All Heaven would 
be marred should he be received back; for sin and rebellion originated with 
him. The seeds of rebellion were still within him. He had, in his rebellion, no 
occasion for his course, and he had not only hopelessly ruined himself, but 
the host of angels also, who would then have been happy in Heaven had he 
remained steadfast. The law of God could condemn, but could not pardon. 
{1SP 29.2} 
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Some questions to get you thinking: 
 

 Why did Satan entreat the angel from heaven for an interview with Christ, 
who was the Son of God? Why not ask the angel for an interview with God 
the Father? 

 What place was Lucifer assigned and by whom? What is this about? 
 Why did Christ say to Satan that "as the mind of the Father/mind of God" 

that he could never be received into heaven again? What does this phrase 
mean? 

 
God with us - W. T. Bartlett: Present Truth December 4, 1930 
 

 "...Although HE NEVER CEASED TO BE THE SON OF GOD, yet He was in 
every sense the Son of man." "Jesus is still our Kinsman, bone of our bone 
and flesh of our flesh, yet there is nothing in His risen humanity that limits 
or irks His divinity. He is today, in His human nature, as much higher than 
the angels as HE WAS ORIGINALLY THEIR SUPERIOR BY VIRTUE OF HIS 
BIRTHRIGHT AS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON. (Heb. 1:4.) The resources of 
heaven are just as subject to His will as they ever were. Now He delights to 
employ them all in the enterprise of bringing a great multitude of His 
earthly brethren to share in His own high estate." 

 
The Power of Christ - The Present Truth - July 16, 1891: By E. J. Waggoner 
 

 "And declared to be the Son of God, ...by the resurrection from the dead." 
THIS MUST NOT BE UNDERSTOOD as meaning that Jesus was not the 
Son of God before His resurrection, nor that He was not declared to be 
the Son of God before that time. We well know that He was the Son of 
God before the world was, and He was then glorified with the glory of 
the Father. It was as the dearly-beloved, only-begotten Son of God that 
Christ came to this earth. 

 
The Humanity of Christ: By L. A. S. - Review & Herald - October 15, 1903 
 

 In order that fallen man might be identified with the Son of God, the Son of 
God identified himself with humanity. He who was the SON OF GOD 
BECAME THE SON OF MAN. He who was equal with God in the courts of 
heaven, who was a begotten Son and not a created being, left his station 
there, and identified himself with a totally different order of beings. 

 
Compare the above with the below 
 
Ellen White  
 

 IT WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD WHO STEPPED DOWN. He 
gave himself for us. Leaving his splendor, his majesty, his high command, 
and clothing his divinity with humanity, that humanity might touch 
humanity, and divinity lay hold upon divinity, he came to this earth, and in 
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our behalf suffered the death of the cross. {GCB April 23, 1901, Art. B, par. 
3} 

 
 THE SON OF GOD BECAME THE SON OF MAN. He was born of a woman. 

To Mary the angel said, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” [Matthew 1:21.] For thirty years Jesus lived a 
quiet, busy life at His home in Nazareth. His hands were hardened with toil, 
and His brow was wet with sweat. He lived among the sorrowing and the 
poor and was one with them. He knows how to pity the poorest and the most 
sorrowful. Though He was the Son of God, the maker of the worlds and all 
things, yet He took the part of a servant, so that we might believe that He 
loved us and gave Himself to us and for us. {Ms45-1892.2 

 
Did he lose his identity? Is Christ only the Son of man now? 
Questions and Answers - *Answered by unknown  
Present Truth - March 6, 1913: Human Yet Divine.  
 

 "The Lord Jesus came into this world born of a woman. Did He then lose His 
identity as Jesus Christ Who was the beginning of the creation of God ; and 
now that He is in heaven, is He as He was before He came as a child? Kindly 
explain and I will thank you." No. JESUS DID NOT LOSE HIS IDENTITY AS 
THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER. The Word became flesh (John i. 
14), but He Who was born in Bethlehem of Judea was the same whose goings 
forth were from the days of eternity. Micah v. 2. ..." 

 
Also compare with the EGW statement below 
 
Ellen White  
 

 Lucifer, who was determined to have Christ’s place in the heavenly courts, 
lost his glorious position and was exiled to this world. In contrast to this, 
Christ laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown and came to this world to 
stand at the head of humanity as man’s Saviour. He transferred His home 
to the world occupied by fallen human beings, BUT HIS CHARACTER AND 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD WERE UNCHANGED. He came to this world to 
stand the test that Satan refused to stand. He took humanity with all its 
varied humiliations, and He endured all the temptations wherewith man is 
beset and came forth with His excellence of character unmarred by the 
slightest taint of sin. Not once did He swerve from His allegiance to His 
Father. He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. Such is 
our Mediator, who in this world lived a pattern-life for every soul. {Lt128-
1910.16} [Take that into consideration when somebody says the 
relationship with Christ and the Father changed during His incarnation.] 
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The Son of God became the Son of man without losing His identity. This is why 
Ellen White says: 
 

 Such a union existed in the nature of Christ, who was the Son of God and 
the Son of man. Thus it is true of the Bible, as it was of Christ, that “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14. {GC88 c.5} 

 
Christ in All the Bible - By Roy Franklin Cottrell  
Signs of the Times - August 18, 1942 
 

 "With the dawn of sacred history Father and Son are seen associated 
together in the creation of this world. In the Genesis record the 
expression, "Let Us make man in Our image," indicates partnership and co-
operation; ..." "As his birthright legacy, a son inherits the family name 
from his earthly father, so Christ inherited from His Father "a more 
excellent name" than any of the angels; and the above quotation states the 
remarkable fact that the Father Himself conferred upon His "only-
begotten Son" the name and title of God." 

 
"The Risk of Eternal Loss":  
Christ's Ownership No. 2 - By R. A. Underwood 
 

 "We now enquire, What was the price paid for man’s redemption? Was it 
gold or silver, or the most costly sparkling diamonds of earth? - Oh no, IT 
WAS THE LIFE OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. And this not only 
embraced the death of Christ, but he must live for man, and conquer for 
man with all the disabilities of the fallen race upon him. In doing this HE 
RUNS THE RISK OF LOSING HIS OWN EXISTENCE as well as the existence 
of all he had created and upheld. In proof of this overwhelming truth, I will 
present the “Testimonies” and the Bible, with but little comment. “For he 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. “For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” 
Romans 8:3. {GCDB February 5, 1893, p. 140.1}" Continuing a little later in 
the article: 

 
 "It is clear from these statements that Christ, in order to purchase man, 

must take man’s nature, capable of yielding to temptation, and that he must 
be “tempted in all points like as we are.” IN THIS HE TAKES UPON HIMSELF 
THE RISK OF A POSSIBLE FAILURE, for man had failed. You see at once 
that THIS INVOLVES THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSING HIS OWN EXISTENCE 
AND ALL THAT HE UPHELD. It was not till the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is 
finished,” that the long controversy was “decided” and Christ’s victory made 
“certain.” “God so loved the world” that with the gift of Christ the whole 
created universe was placed in the balance against one tiny speck of the 
creation! This unfathomable love of God to man Christ wants us to know. In 
his prayer to the Father he said, “That the world may know that thou hast 
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sent me and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.” John 17:23. {GCDB 
February 5, 1893, p. 140.9}" In recapping points made in the lesson this is 
highlighted: 

 
 "Christ purchases man at the infinite cost of the life and existence of himself 

and all the universe which he upholds. {GCDB February 5, 1893, p. 142.7}" 
And again recapping in Christ's Ownership No. 6 which is the final part: 

 
 Christ purchased man and his lost estate at the infinite price “of the life and 

existence of himself and all that he had created,” for all were jeopardized 
in the purchase. {GCDB February 9, 1893, p. 198.8} 

 
 Who can estimate the value of a soul? Go to Gethsemane, and there watch 

with Jesus through those long hours of anguish when he sweat as it were 
great drops of blood; look upon the Saviour uplifted on the cross; hear that 
despairing cry, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Look upon 
that wounded head, the pierced side, the marred feet. Remember that Christ 
risked all; "tempted like as we are," he staked even his own eternal 
existence upon the issue of the conflict. Heaven itself was imperiled for our 
redemption. At the foot of the cross, remembering that for one sinner Jesus 
would have yielded up his life, we may  estimate the value of a soul.  {GCB, 
December 1, 1895 par. 22}   

 
For those who fight for Trinitarian theology, can you share the evidence a God of 
his own origin can never lost? IF Christ would be lost then for sure his life as the 
life of others must go back to the one who gave it. Yet he was not lost for he did 
not sin henceforth he perpetuates his own life to those who are heirs of eternal 
life through salvation. 
 
*In the beginning of the article below, Butler talks being invited to write something 
as people wanted to hear from him. He had been a bit silent. Then assures people 
that he is still around, and that his faith in the SD Advent movement was never as 
strong. Then proceeds to talk about why he had been away for some time. I share 
what comes after that just to shorten it a little. 
 
The Field Work - By Elder G. I. Butler: Review and Herald - June 10, 1915 
 

But I want all my brethren to understand that I am not in love with this poor 
world of sin and death, where Satan is god and the mass of mankind is 
following his leadership. My hope is over yonder. I want to live in a better 
world than this, I assure you. I feel truly like a pilgrim and stranger here, 
and long for the coming of our Lord and Saviour. The numerous signs of his 
coming fill my heart with great joy. I can think of nothing in this poor world 
which I should be more delighted to do, if it were God's will, than to be out 
with a tent proclaiming this glorious truth to those who have never heard 
it. 
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I received this truth from the real pioneers in this movement, I mean 
Joseph Bates, Elder James White, Mrs. Ellen G. White, J. N. Andrews, 
Uriah Smith, J. N. Loughborough, and J. H. Waggoner. Elder S. N. 
Haskell and I came in later. These pioneers, were God's servants who laid 
the foundations of this glorious work. I received the truth through their 
labors, and have believed it ever since, and expect to do so while life lasts. 
I believe this message without a doubt. I have never been one of the fickle-
minded, changeable people, seeking for new paths. I stand firm on the 
old fundamental doctrines. 
 
Elder J. N. Andrews, one of the strongest men in doctrine we ever had, 
used to' say in the later period of his life that it was a great comfort to 
him, after many years of burden hearing and arduous labor in the 
cause, that we as a people had never yet been forced to give up a 
position or doctrine we had accepted as truth. Not every people can say 
that. This fact loudly proclaims that God is in this work, and is leading 
this people on in the full establishment of this cause. 
 
That servant of whose ardent labors in this cause are now closing in the 
weakness of eighty-six years, has spoken of the excellence and perfection of 
that pioneer work. God was with her, giving through her heavenly light of 
vast importance in the development of this work. I have been very familiar 
with her labors for nearly seventy years, having labored with her in many 
meetings, and received many letters from her. I have been well acquainted 
with her writings, and have the most perfect confidence in their value. I 
know the purity of her spiritual life, the power of her prayers, and am 
greatly indebted to her for many counsels of great value. It is to me a very 
sad thought that she cannot be in our councils hereafter; but her precious 
writings are left to us as a people. 
 
It is natural for one like me, who has labored long and earnestly, to look 
back over the past and scan our history with deep 'interest. Every work or 
movement which God has originated to accomplish his great designs has 
been best and purest at its beginning, when he himself was developing it by 
his own chosen agencies. As such works develop and pass into history, 
earthly influences more or less affect them, and they are in danger of being 
controverted by human influences. The great gospel movement was so 
affected. Christ and his chosen apostles laid a glorious foundation. Error 
soon crept in. One writer clearly presents this matter: 
 
"Toward the latter end of the second century most of the churches 
assumed a new form, the first simplicity disappeared, and insensibly, 
as the old disciples retired to their graves, their children, along with 
new converts, both Jews and Gentiles, came forward and remodeled the 
cause." In the great Reformation the same process appeared, and so in 
the rise of Methodism. It is very doubtful whether, if Luther and Wesley 
should rise from the dead, they would recognize the churches they 
originated. Are Seventh-day Adventists in no danger of being affected 
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by similar influences? May God help us to cling to the old paths. He has 
led in the establishment of this work, and we believe he will continue to lead 
us if we humbly follow in the steps of the old pioneers. GEORGE I. BUTLER 

 
THE DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD By W. A. Alway  
Signs of the Times - September 9, 1897 
 

"As I LIVE, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God." Rom. 14: 11. It is the eternal purpose of God that all 
things in heaven and in earth should acknowledge his divine right to rule 
and reign in all; and upon the free and joyful recognition of this right 
depends the happiness and continued existence of all created intelligences. 
 
It is the accomplishment of this purpose that is referred to by the apostle in 
Ephesians 1:9, to: "Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his goodpleasure which he bath purposed in himself; that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him." It is evident from the above language that God designs that one life 
shall animate the universe, one mind guide and control the minutest details 
of his creation; for he "worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." 
In all this mighty exercise of the divine mind and power in creating all things 
and in imparting to all "life, and breath, and all things," GOD ASSOCIATED 
WITH HIMSELF THE PERSON OF HIS SON. Of the Son it is declared: "The 
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I 
was set up from everlasting... When he appointed the foundations of the 
earth; then I was by him, as one brought up with him; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him." Prov. 8:22-30. And Christ declared, "I 
and my Father are one." John 10:30. "For as the Father hath life in himself; 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." Chapter 5:26. And of 
him Paul says, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every 
creature; for by him were all things created, ...and he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist." Col. 1:15-17. THUS TO THE SON OF GOD 
WAS IMPARTED INHERENT SELF-EXISTENT POWER, THE POWER OF AN 
ENDLESS LIFE, WHICH EXALTED HIM ABOVE EVERY NAME AS CREATOR 
AND UPHOLDER OF THE UNIVERSE, AND GAVE HIM THE RIGHTFUL 
SUPREMACY OVER ALL. 

 
The Indispensable Man - Voice of Prophecy article  
Signs of the Times - October 12, 1943 
 

"...as the Son of God, He has the name of the Father. God has spoken to 
us by His Son! Hebrews 1:1,2. Notice that both God and His Son are 
mentioned in this text. Read the last phrase, "Whom He hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom also He made the worlds." It is clear from this that 
God the Father made the worlds by His Son. Some people do not understand 
that Jesus Christ existed before this world was made; but He did. When He 
came to Bethlehem, as a babe, He took upon Himself human flesh. That is 
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called "incarnation." Through birth He took humanity upon Himself, but 
He—the Son of God—existed before this world was made. It is very 
important for us to know and understand this great truth. It was through 
Christ that the world was made in the beginning. 
 
"By whom also He [God] made the worlds; who being the brightness of His 
glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the 
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high." Hebrews 1:2, 3. God is a person, 
and Jesus His Son is the express image of His person. We often speak of 
a boy as being the image of his father, and here those very words are used 
by the apostle Paul, declaring that Jesus is "the express image" of the 
Father's person. I am glad that we have that statement from the word of 
God. God is not merely a principle or idea, but God is real; He is a Person—
the supreme Personality of the universe. Christ is the Son of God, and He 
inherits that name. Christ is better and higher than the angels ,— "For unto 
which of the angels said He [that is, God] at any time, Thou art My Son, this 
day have I begotten Thee?" Hebrews 1:5. God never called an angel His Son 
as He did Jesus. To be called the Son of God was the highest honor." 
 
"Is Christ in Genesis 1:1? "In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth." This is one of the greatest verses in all literature. Where is Christ in 
that verse? With the Father in creation—He is right here in Genesis I:I. Go 
on down to the twenty-sixth verse: "Let Us make man in Our image." Whose 
image? In the image of God the Father and the Son." 

 
EGW 

 (Hebrews 1:3; see EGW on Acts 1:11). The Perfect Photograph of God.--We 
have only one perfect photograph of God, and this is Jesus Christ (MS 
70, 1899). {7BC 906.3} 

 
When Christ Stepped Down from His Father's Throne By T. E. B.  
The Church Officers Gazette - March 1941 - The Son of God -- Son of Man  
 

 "... He left behind His heavenly glory as Son of God, and became the Son 
of man. ..." "Wondrous combination of man and God! He might have helped 
His human nature to withstand the inroads of disease by pouring from His 
divine nature [WHICH HE HAD OBTAINED BY INHERITANCE AS THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD] vitality and undecaying vigor to the human. But 
He humbled Himself to man's nature. ...What humility was this! It amazed 
angels. The tongue can never describe it; the imagination cannot take it in." 

 
Oriental Watchman & Signs of the Times, Feb 1919  
Why Did God Permit Sin? - BY G. A. HAMILTON  
 

 Ages ago, before a world swung in space, the FATHER AND THE SON had 
a mighty counsel about the creation of the universe. 
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Some pieces relating to the God and His Son from a very nice conversational article 
in this SDA publication. 
 
Are you Intellectually Honest by Margaret Locke  
The Watchmen Magazine March 1938 
 

"Yes. I can imagine it's very interesting and fascinating if one can 
understand it. But you know—this puzzles me, Jack—some say Christ lived 
before He was born here upon earth, and others say His first existence was 
in the manger of Bethlehem. I'd like to know what you think about it, and 
why Christ had to die for sinners." 
 
"Well, first of all," began Mr. Nicholson, "there is a Supreme Ruler, or 
Governor, Fred. There can be no government without law. The laws of a 
monarchy express the character of the monarch. God being perfect, His law 
expressing His character must be perfect. Any violation of that perfect law 
calls for the death of the transgressor. Heaven and other inhabited spheres 
are real places, the inhabitants are real intelligences—as real as you and I. 
They have real pursuits and happiness, and there is peace and harmony. 
This harmony cannot be marred by the existence of sin and sinners. 
 
"The Bible says, 'God is love.' That means, of course, that love is one of the 
strongest attributes of His character. God's love for His Son was so great 
that He bestowed upon Him all power and wisdom. We read that God 
possessed His Son 'in the beginning of His way, before His works of old.' 
[Proverbs 8: 22.] Speaking of Himself through His inspired servant Solomon, 
Christ continues: 'I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever 
the earth was,' and in the 30th verse: 'I was by Him, as one brought up with 
Him: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him.' We all know 
the much quoted and loved verse, John 3:16: 'For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.' He `so loved that He gave.' One must 
first possess in order to give. Ephesians 3: 9 says: God 'created all things by 
Jesus Christ.' Colossians 1:15 says the Son is the image of His Father, and 
verse 16 says: `By Him [Christ] were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible: ...all things were created by Him, 
and for Him.' 
 
"Christ, having been endowed with creative power, brought into 
existence the angels of heaven. ...." "This planet was new-born. God had 
said to His Son: `Let us make man in our image, after our likeness!.... 

 
Adventist Review and Herald May 26, 1896 
 

103.— PLEASE explain the following expressions in Micah 5:2, "Whose 
goings forth have been from old, from 'everlasting," and in Rev. 3:14, 
"The beginning of the creation of God." W. H. L. 
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They undoubtedly refer to Christ. The marginal reading of Micah 5:2 is, 
"from the days of eternity," which places the origin of Christ in the days 
of eternity. The following expression is used in the Bible more than once, 
"from everlasting to everlasting," or, from eternity to eternity. This, I 
understand, indicates the interval in the circle of eternity which we call time. 
Time is bound on both sides by eternity; in fact, it is a little piece in eternity. 
Christ's existence extends from eternity to eternity, and spans the whole 
course of time. We cannot say that the time was when Christ was not; for 
he has always existed in time. The claim that Christ is a created being is 
sometimes predicated upon the expression in Rev. 3:14, but no such 
conclusion is necessary. It is elsewhere stated in the Scripture that Christ 
was "begotten" of God, and as such, was not a created being. The word 
"beginning" in Rev. 3:14, is translated from the Greek word ápxń (arkā), 

which Greenfield, alluding to this same text, defines, "the head, author, 
efficient cause." Not that he was the first created being, but he was the 
leader, the head, the efficient cause, of the creation of God. The same 
word is used in those expressions, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending;" that is, the author and the finisher. 

 
STUDIES IN PRINCIPLES - Equity by S. M. I. H.  
Adventist Review & Herald - April 4, 1899 
 

 The situation is this: There is one God and Father of all (Eph. 4:6); and all 
intelligent beings, in both heaven and earth, are members of one family, of 
which the only begotten Son is the Elder Brother. Eph. 1:10; 3:14,15. The 
difference between him and his younger brothers is that he was the 
only begotten of the heavenly beings, and the first begotten of those 
who must be born again. John 1:14,18; 1 John 4:9; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 1:5; 1 
Peter 1:3; 1 John 5:18. The difference between him as a man and all the 
rest of his brethren and sisters, is that he was born first of the 
incorruptible seed, immortal, eternal, and born again of the flesh to 
mortality, subject to death; while the rest of us were first born of the 
corrupted will of man, exposed to sin and death, and must be born 
again to know immortality. 

 
"Our Saviour, Divine" - G. I. Butler  
August 22, 1893 • Adventist Review & Herald 
 

"IT is an inspiring thought to the true disciple ever to realize that our Saviour 
who has under taken our salvation, IS A DIVINE BEING, REALLY AND 
TRULY GOD, AS PROPERLY SO CALLED as the Eternal Father himself, 
and therefore ALMIGHTY to save. SUCH A SAVIOUR WE NEED. In such a 
Saviour we can truly trust, knowing nothing is impossible with him. What 
he has undertaken to accomplish he will surely perform. We need therefore 
have no fears that he will fail on his part to do all he has undertaken, all he 
has promised." 
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"But when he asked them who he was, impulsive Peter expressed the grand 
truth, "Thou art the Christ, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD." This answer 
Christ declared WAS A HEAVENLY REVELATION TO HIM, not a mere 
human conception, the grand truth upon which his church is founded, which 
the powers of hell should never be able to overthrow. Matt. 16:13-18. WHEN 
THE CHURCH HAS LIVING FAITH IN THIS GLORIOUS TRUTH, Satan 
cannot destroy it. But to believe in him as a mere human being, or some 
CREATED AGENT, is quite another thing. ..." 
 
"This pre-existence is beautifully foretold by another prophet: "But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from old, from everlasting. [Literal Hebrew, 
margin, 'the days of eternity.']" Micah 5:2. Therefore this little babe that 
came forth and was laid in the manger, in old Bethlehem of Judea, had a 
PREVIOUS EXISTENCE AWAY BACK IN THE VERY DAYS OF ETERNITY, 
WITH GOD THE FATHER ALONE." 
 
"This Jesus is the first-born of every creature. "God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. The terms "only begotten" 
or "first begotten Son" are used at least eight times in the New 
Testament. These expressions positively imply HIS ABSOLUTE PRE-
EXISTENCE TO EVERY CREATED BEING. HE WAS NOT CREATED, and 
therefore not a creature. HE WAS "BEGOTTEN" IN SOME MANNER NOT 
REVEALED, AND IS THEREFORE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE OR ESSENCE 
OF THE FATHER. HIS EXISTENCE PRECEDES THAT OF ALL OTHERS 
EXCEPTING THE FATHER. ...Christ was the maker of them all; yea, and all 
worlds, all elements, creatures, substances, great and small, in the vast 
universe of God, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN MADE THEM ALL. "He is before all 
things, and by him all things consist [Revised Version, margin, 'that is, hold 
together']." HIS DIVINE POWER, therefore, causes all the worlds, and our 
world, of course, with them, to stand firm, be preserved in order, and 
upheld, and kept from going into confusion and ruin. DIVINE POWER from 
Christ our Lord is still being exerted in the universe. Christ therefore is "the 
beginning of the creation of God" (Rev. 3:14) in the sense that it was HIS 
FIAT, HIS EXERTION OF DIVINE POWER, carrying into effect the UNITED 
COUNSELS OF THE FATHER AND SON, which brought the various parts of 
the universe into existence. He caused it to be." "Personally he is precisely 
like his Father IN APPEARANCE, IN NATURE, IN CHARACTER, IN 
SUBSTANCE, AND ESSENCE. ..." 
 
"In him all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. NOT AN ATTRIBUTE 
OR POWER HAS THE DIVINITY OF THE FATHER WITHHELD FROM THE 
SON. WHEN HE BEGAT HIM OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE, the infinite majesty, 
glory, and excellence, the supreme wisdom, omnipotence, omniscience, 
and SELF SUPPORTING EXISTENCE from which all the powers of the 
universe take their origin, was as A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE 
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CONVEYED TO HIM. Though TWO BEINGS, DISTINCT IN INDIVIDUALITY 
AND PERSON, they are one in all else, perfectly united in methods, 
character, love and goodness, power, prescience, and might." 
 
"Yet Christ himself says, "My Father is greater than I." SUSTAINING THE 
RELATION THEY DO AS THE FATHER AND THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, 
PRECEDENCE IN A CERTAIN SENSE MUST NECESSARILY BE CONCEDED 
TO THE FATHER. THE EXISTENCE OF THE SON IS DERIVED FROM THE 
FATHER. THIS IMPLIES SUPERIORITY IN DURATION AND RANK. BUT AS 
IT PLEASES HIM THAT "all fulness," "the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 
"should dwell in the Son, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO TELL IN WHAT 
OTHER SENSE THAT SUPERIORITY COULD BE PREDICATED. We have 
therefore a divine, a glorious, an omnipotent Saviour, full of majesty, love, 
benignity, who has undertaken our salvation." 

 
The late General President today would be called a heretic for penning the above. 
How I wish we would have such a heretic as the General Conference President 
today. Alas. 
 
"The Son of God with Power" - Clinton de W. Sharp  
Adventist Review and Herald - November 9, 1897  
 

"...How did it happen that Christ came by the name of "God"? -- In the 
same way the you came by your father's name, -- He inherited it. ..." 
"God the Father furnished the power. ... The power was given to Christ by 
His Father; but all things were created, all things were brought into 
existence by Jesus Christ; He spoke the word that created all. ..." 
 
Christ virtually says, On the bank of Jordan the heavens were opened before 
me, and the Spirit descended like a dove upon me. THAT SCENE AT 
JORDAN WAS BUT A TOKEN TO EVIDENCE THAT I WAS THE SON OF 
GOD. IF YOU BELIEVE IN ME AS SUCH, YOUR FAITH SHALL BE 
QUICKENED, and you shall see that the heavens will be opened, and shall 
never be closed. I have opened them for you, and the angels of God, that 
are united with me in the reconciliation between earth and Heaven, uniting 
the believers on the earth with the Father above, will be ascending, bearing 
the prayers of the needy and distressed from the earth to the Father above, 
and descending, bringing blessings of hope, courage, health, and life, for 
the children of men. {RH January 21, 1873, par. 15}.  

 
The Perfect Revelation (Editorial) - W. W. Prescott  
Review and Herald – March 17, 1904 
 

 CHRIST was the effulgence of his Father's glory, the outshining of his glory, 
BECAUSE he stood in the relationship of a son to the Father. He could be to 
all things outside of the Father the outshining of the revelation of the glory 
of God. NO CREATED BEING COULD DO THAT, but he could do it 
BECAUSE HE WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. So that the Son, not by 
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arbitrary appointment, but because he was the only begotten Son of, the 
Father, could be the effulgence of his glory. Therefore, he could be the 
express image of his person, the very image of his substance,— the exact 
representation of his very being. What GOD THE FATHER, THE GOD OVER 
ALL, actually and really is, HIS SON ACTUALLY AND REALLY IS, and that 
because of the relationship that exists between the Father and the Son. The 
very character of God is revealed through his Son, so that he sets forth the 
glory of God, not in a general way, as it were, but he sets forth what he 
actually is — the very image and character of God, and that revelation could 
he made through NO CREATED BEING but the eternal Son, the only 
begotten. NO OTHER BEING could fill that place. Now he who is the head 
of the church is the head of creation. He who upholds the church upholds 
creation. He who came to represent God to the world is not an imperfect 
representation of his being, the character and love of God. 

 
By MARGARET W. LOCKE: Review and Herald – May 29, 1930 
 
THERE are many who do not believe in the pre-existence of Christ. They do not 
believe that Christ lived before He came as a babe in Bethlehem's manger. John 
3:16 says, "He [God] gave His only begotten Son." ONE MUST POSSESS IN 
ORDER TO GIVE, so if the eternal God gave Christ, His Son, HE MUST HAVE 
POSSESSED HIM BEFORE He was able to give Him to a guilty race. 
 

In John 1:1 we read: "In the beginning was the Word." John 1:14 says, "The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." The 
first fourteen verses of the first chapter of John prove the Word to be God 
the Son who was in the beginning with God the Father. Not only did HE HAVE 
EXISTENCE IN THE BEGINNING WITH HIS FATHER, but as stated in the third 
verse, "All things were made by Him ; and without Him was not anything 
made that was made." The tenth verse says plainly that "the world was 
made by Him," although the world is ignorant of the fact that He is Creator 
of all things. 
 
Ephesians 3:9 says that God "created all things by Jesus Christ." Colossians 
1:15 tells us that the Son is the image of God; and verse 16 says, "By Him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible: ...all things were created by Him, and for Him." 
 
WE CANNOT draw back the veil which obscures our vision of THE TIME 
BEFORE THE BEGINNING of our world's existence, when the Father had only 
the Son, and the Son the Father; but this we know from the inspired word, 
that CHRIST WAS POSSESSED BY GOD "in the beginning of His way, before 
His works of old." We have the words of Christ Himself in Proverbs 8:23: "I 
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was." 
And in the thirtieth verse: "I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and 
I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." 
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“Let us go back for a moment to the time when THE FATHER AND THE SON 
WERE IN COUNSEL TOGETHER, planning the creation of this world. Man must 
be a free moral agent; of that there could be no question. God would not 
bring into existence beings who were mere machines, devoid of will and 
opportunity to develop character. Every created being must serve its 
Creator through love and not through force. This left a possibility for sin to 
enter, yet everything was done that a loving Father could do to warn man 
of the deceptions of the one who was bent on leading other souls astray. 
 
GOD'S ONLY SON, the Creator, so loved the creatures of His hand, even 
before they were formed, that HE COVENANTED WITH HIS FATHER that, 
should man sin, He would give His life to pay the penalty. He would live the 
sinless life for sinful man, die the sinner's death, though Himself guiltless, 
that those who should accept Him might have life everlasting. Through this 
plan in the beginning, Christ was the "Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world." Rev. 13:8. So "when the fullness of the time was come, God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law." Gal. 4:4, 5.” 
 
Up in the courts of glory the angels' harps were hushed, for their beloved 
Commander was about to leave them. Through the eye of faith we see Him 
bidding farewell to His Father and to the glorious beings of His creation; 
through faith we see Him standing before them all in the beauty of His 
holiness, and then through faith we believe that He was seen no more by 
them—He was gone. He had stepped "out of the ivory palaces, into a world 
of woe;" His place in heaven was vacant. All the angelic host and sinless 
beings of other worlds watched with intense interest the birth and 
development of the child in whom was centered the destiny of the millions 
of this earth. "Or ever the earth was," the plan was laid. Before He made us 
He loved us, and, 0 matchless love! He was willing to die that we, through 
believing in Him, might not perish, but have everlasting life! 

 
God Revealed to Men by A. R. Ogden  
Signs of the Times – December 16, 1941 
 

 “By leaving heaven and coming to earth to dwell with men, living in and with 
humanity, Jesus revealed God to men. He was in reality the word of God— 
God's thought made visible and audible. He was "Immanuel… God with us." 
in Matthew 1:23. BEING MADE IN THE VERY IMAGE OF HIS FATHER FROM 
THE DAYS OF ETERNITY, He could declare perfectly the love and character 
of the Father. To manifest this glory of the Father, Christ came from heaven 
to earth as the living Word. Thus the Word from heaven took upon Himself 
humanity that He might reach and succor humanity.” 
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How can we become Immortal? George W. Rine  
Signs of the Times - March 30, 1926 - “That Life is in His Son”  
 

 Read the inspired and inspiring assurance given us in verse II, chapter 5, of 
I John: "This is the record, that God hath given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son." Observe, please, that eternal life is not in us, but IN HIS SON. 
The reader is aware that most persons,—many of whom love and revere 
Jesus,—believe that they themselves are deathless, that they possess an 
immortal personality, or soul. This belief is, however, in flat contradiction 
to the plain, uniform teaching of Christ through His word. Recall the 
inspired assertion, "THAT LIFE IS IN HIS SON." How naturally and logically 
the statements of verse 12 follow, "He that hath the Son hath life, and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life"! If I, by faith, have Jesus, I have 
everything that He has; for in giving His Son, God has, with Him, freely given 
us all things. (Romans 8:32.) Concerning Jesus, John testifies: "In Him was 
life; and the life was the light of men." John I:4. In receiving Christ, I 
RECEIVE THE LIFE THAT IS IN HIM, and, as noted above, HIS LIFE IS 
TIMELESS, ETERNAL. Inevitably, "he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life." Jesus died for the sins of the whole world in order "that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. No 
words could express more clearly and pointedly the tragic fact that 
whosoever does not believe in Him will perish, and simply can not have 
everlasting life. It is evident, therefore, that Jesus is not only the believer's 
righteousness and justification, but also his life—his immortality. 

 
 In chapter I, verse 17, of I Timothy, the Holy Spirit applies the epithets 

"eternal" and "immortal" to God; but not once in the whole sweep of the 
Scriptures are those descriptive terms applied to man. In truth, in 1 Timothy 
6:16 we are expressly told that GOD ONLY HAS IMMORTALITY. God 
inhabits eternity, declares Isaiah; hence, all His attributes are timeless, 
eternal. He is life, He is immortality. Therefore if I ever possess immortality, 
I must receive it from God through Christ, WHO IS THE FOUNTAIN OF 
LIFE. Of course, Jesus is THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF THE FATHER, so that 
He could say, in a very real sense, "I and My Father are one." John 10:30. 
Now they are one in respect to life, or immortality. Here we are not left to 
inference. Jesus Himself testifies as follows: As the Father hath life in 
Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. Ah. 
we have a Saviour to whom eternal life—immortality— is ORIGINAL, 
NATIVE, INHERENT! How fittingly, then, does the Holy Spirit, through Peter, 
refer to Jesus as "the Prince of life"! That is, Jesus, in God, is the Lord of 
life— the Author of life, as the margin expresses it. (Acts 3:15.) 

 
MEN OR ROBOTS? MERLIN L. NEFF: Signs of the Times – January 17, 1933  
 

 The origin of sin goes back into eternity, before the foundation of the earth 
was made. The Sovereign God was not alone in creation. He had a partner, 
a coworker. There was HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, His coworker, who 
was the Word. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
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and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was 
made." John 1:1-3. This Word was later revealed to man in the flesh. (John 
1:14.) His "goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2. 

 
Questions and Answers  
**Likely could have been answered by W. T. Bartlett who was the Editor of the 
Magazine. He wrote a few l articles during His tenor on the Son of God.  
The Present Truth – July 23, 1908 - The Divinity of Christ.  
 
"I know that Christ is the Son of God: will you kindly say through PRESENT TRUTH 
if He is also 'God the Son,' or not?" 
 

IN saying anything about the nature of the Divine Being, a subject infinitely 
beyond the comprehension of a created mind, there is only one safe line to 
take: we must avoid all speculation, and must adhere as closely as 
possible to the terms used by Inspiration in the Scriptures. For this 
reason we would not make use of the phrase, "God the Son." "To us there 
is but one God, the Father, of Whom are all things, and we in Him; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things, and we by Him." 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
The Son of God, however, is one with His Father. We know of no beginning 
for Him. He shared the glory of the Father before the world was. John xvii. 
5. All things that are were brought into existence by Him, whether on earth 
or in heaven, whether visible or invisible. Col. i. 15-17. Without Him was 
nothing made. John i. 1-3. He was with God and He was God. Verse 1. So 
we, find the Psalmist addressing the Son in these words, which the epistle 
to the Hebrews tells us are to be understood of Christ: "Thy throne, 0 God, 
is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy 
kingdom. Ps. xlv. 6,7; Heb. i. 8. 
 
When we have acknowledged that Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, 
and when we pay to Him such honour as we pay to the Father (John v. 
23), we have gone as far as we can in defining His relation to the Father. 
The true knowledge of Christ is hid from the wise and prudent and revealed 
unto babes. Only those who follow Him can know Him. Powerful minds have 
vainly expended their utmost force in the endeavour to understand and 
define the nature of Christ, but to know Him aright is life eternal. John xvii. 
3. The span of earthly life is too short for so vast an acquirement. Phil. iii. 
10. We may rejoice in the assurance that when we permit our lives to be 
joined to Christ, we have become connected with One in Whom dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. ii. 9); and He is made unto us wisdom 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 1 Cor. i. 30. We are 
complete in Him. Col. ii. 10. "It pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fullness dwell" (Col. i. 19), and through His honoured and well-beloved Son 
to reconcile us unto Himself. We cannot conceive too highly of the excellence 
and dignity of Christ. He is worthy to receive honour and glory and blessing. 
Rev. v. 12. 
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EGW 
 A SON BEGOTTEN IN THE EXPRESS IMAGE of the Father’s person, and in 

ALL THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS MAJESTY AND GLORY, ONE EQUAL WITH 
GOD IN AUTHORITY, DIGNITY, AND DIVINE PERFECTION.” {ST May 30, 
1895 par. 3} 

 
What does being the only begotten Son of God mean to me based on the evidence 
in Ellen White’s inspired writings? 
 

 THE FATHER THEN MADE IT KNOWN that IT WAS ORDAINED BY HIMSELF 
that Christ, his Son, SHOULD BE EQUAL WITH HIMSELF; so that wherever 
was the presence of his Son, it was as his own presence. The word of the 
Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. His Son HE HAD 
INVESTED WITH AUTHORITY to command the heavenly host. Especially 
was his Son to work in union with himself in the anticipated creation of the 
earth and every living thing that should exist upon the earth. HIS SON 
WOULD CARRY OUT HIS WILL AND HIS PURPOSES, but would do nothing 
of himself alone. THE FATHER’S WILL would be fulfilled in him. {1SP 17.2} 

 
 There is but one way of escape for the sinner. There is but one agency 

whereby he may be cleansed from sin. He must accept the propitiation that 
has been made by the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world. 
The shed blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin. "For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him." "Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." A 
complete offering has been made; for "God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only-begotten Son,"-- not a son by creation, as were the angels, 
nor a son by adoption, as is the forgiven sinner, but a Son begotten in the 
express image of the Father's person, and in all the brightness of his majesty 
and glory, one equal with God in authority, dignity, and divine perfection. 
In him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  {ST, May 30, 1895 par. 
3} 

 
Many folks claim that when you say Christ was begotten, you make him a lesser 
God or demean him some even say that you are reducing him to a creature. Here 
creation, adoption and begotten are terms used by the messenger in opposition 
to each other. To the plain reader, I believe begotten must mean assimilating in 
the image of God, investment of authority; honor, glory, and supremacy given to 
Him, and appointing of the Son must have happen previously, back before the 
angels or anything was created. So let’s look at these words to help paint a picture: 
 

 Assimilated – BROUGHT TO A LIKENESS; changed into a like substance. 
 Given -BESTOWED; GRANTED; CONFERRED; IMPARTED; admitted or 

supposed. 
 Bestowed – GIVEN GRATUITOUSLY; CONFERRED; laid out; applied; 

deposited for safe keeping.  
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 **Gratuitously – Without proof; as a principle gratuitously assumed 
[essentially inherited] 

 Ordained – APPOINTED; instituted; established; INVESTED with ministerial 
or pastoral functions; settled. 

 Appointed – 1. FIXED; SET; ESTABLISHED; DECREED; ORDAINED; 
CONSTITUTED; ALLOTTED. 

 Invested – CLOTHED; dressed; ADORNED; inclosed. 
 Endowing – settling a dower on; FURNISHING WITH A PERMANENT FUND; 

inducing. 
 
How can one possible dance around the meaning of these words and the context 
in which they were used? So, what do I see in the beginning? If we went back into 
the dateless ages of eternity before anything was created, what would we find? We 
would find God the Father with one whom He had brought forth into a likeness of 
Himself, a Son. By doing this, the All-Father bestowed His own name, character 
and attributes in His Son. So it was that God appointed His Son as the Head of all 
that was to come through creation, investing Himself in His Son. Endowed with all 
that His Father was, He had the eternal self-existent life of His Father as His own. 
 
The Redeemer - J. E. White(Edson): The Gospel Herald – March 26, 1902 
 

 There was ONE, however, and ONLY ONE in the universe, who could pay 
the debt, and redeem lost man. He only could redeem who had power to 
create. THE SON OF GOD, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, could 
meet man's needs, and he offered himself as a ransom for sinner. We can 
now see that God and Christ are one in counsel, one in purpose, one in love, 
one in their desire and effort to "save that which was lost." 

 
Questions and Answers: Present Truth November 18, 1915 p726  
 

Able to Save Perfectly. "If Christ was divine then please explain through your 
paper Heb. ii. 17: Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like 
unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people." 
 
We must confess that we do not see anything in this verse to explain. It 
recognizes very clearly Christ's divinity. If Jesus had been a man He would 
not have needed to be made like unto His brethren." It was because He was 
originally divine that He needed also to become human as well. 
 
The necessity for this twofold nature in one person was that Jesus was to 
occupy a twofold relation. He must 'represent God: but He must also 
represent the people. He must belong to mankind as much as He 
belonged to God. There was no question whatever about the title and 
fitness of Jesus Christ to represent the Father in heaven. God had 
appointed His Son heir of all things, and by Him had made the worlds: 
moreover the Son was the brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of His person. So the Son was fully qualified "in things 
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pertaining to God." There was nothing divine that the Father did not 
share with His Son; in all respects Christ was one with the Father. That 
aspect of His work is placed beyond question by the statements of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, which are drawn from many other parts of the Scriptures. 
It remains, however, that this perfect, divine Son of God must become also 
perfect man... 
 
Personality of God.  
 
The term ''personality of God" ALMOST INVARIABLY USED WITH 
REFERENCE TO THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE FATHER, concerning whom no 
image or representation should be made by His children. Thru all Biblical 
times the Son was in subjection, a representative of the Father. He "gave 
Himself" "from the foundation of the world," "became a servant; " and in all 
the manifestations of Him, either as the "Angel of the covenant" or as Jesus 
of Nazareth, He was still in the capacity of a servant, the representative of 
God. During all this time He did not reveal Himself; that was not His object. 
The purpose of Satan was to reveal himself; the purpose of Christ to reveal 
the Father, and therefore He tells us, "No man knoweth the Son save the 
Father; nor knoweth any man the Father, save the Son and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him."  

 
God with Us By H. (Marian M. Hay, who is listed as the Associate Editor)  
Signs of the Times - July 6, 1936 
 

The position that is occupied by Christ in relation to His Father and to this 
world provides an exhaustless theme for study. He was the only Being who 
could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. Between Him and 
His Father there was the unity of perfect understanding and complete 
equality; They were one in nature, in character, in purpose. Before the 
entrance of sin into the universe, God and His Son received the adoration 
and worship of every rational being in those far-flung realms of light. Every 
wish and command of God was carried out with instant, unquestioning, and 
loving obedience. 
 
GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH  
THIS manifesting of the character of God could not be done directly by God 
Himself, for He dwells "in the light that no man can approach unto, whom 
no man hath seen, nor can see." From this Being, robed in eternal light, sin 
had separated man by a barrier, impassable alike by himself or by God. The 
only solution to this problem raised by sin was that a Being, combining in 
His nature the human and the divine, should step down to man, and raise 
him up to God. The only Being in the universe capable of doing this was 
the Son of God, who only had oneness with the Father in nature, in 
character, and in purpose. Voluntarily He offered Himself to come to the 
human family when the fullness of time should come. Because of this sure 
promise, God was able to make contact with man at the fall, and prepare 
him for the coming Deliverer. 
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UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN  
As the Son of man, living a perfect and victorious life in a frail human body, 
never failing in one point, though compassed with infirmity, Christ provided 
a perfect example of human life. As the Son of God, dying and raised again, 
He broke the power of sin and death, and brought within reach of humanity 
the power to live out that example. "For in that He Himself hath suffered 
being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted." Heb. 2:18. 

 
G. I. Butler Review and Herald February 18, 1904 Southern Counsel at 
Nashville, TN 
 

"A sentiment has seemed to prevail in some quarters that this cause 
was going to be remodeled. The good old doctrines of the earlier days 
would gradually drop out, be ignored, and disappear from view, and 
new ideas take their place, not so unpopular as some of those were. 
These new views would be more acceptable to the intelligent classes, more 
consistent with new lines of thought now largely taking possession of the 
schools, the clergy, and the higher institutions of learning— so-called 
humanitarian views, wonderfully elevating, many think, in their spiritual 
tendency; and peculiar ideas of the Deity, like an essence disseminated 
everywhere, in men— good, bad, and indifferent— in all creatures, yes, 
in the trees and all living vegetation. 
 
Not only were these new thoughts not accepted in this meeting, but the 
whole trend of the teaching and instruction given by the old pioneers 
was just the opposite. It was boldly said that the only salvation of this 
cause and people was in a return to the old landmarks of truth, to the 
grand doctrines which have made us a people- the coming of the Lord 
in this generation; the glorious messages of the first, second, and third 
angels; the sanctuary, with its glorious search-light, making it clear and 
plain that the "hour of his judgment" had really come, and the books of 
record were being examined, the great God of the universe, a literal, 
personal being, sitting as supreme judge in the grandest assize that ever 
has been or ever will be." 
 
"Nothing can take the place of these grand messages and truths which 
lie at the very foundation of our work. The old pioneers propose to 
make them the platform upon which they shall stand as long as God 
gives them life. Many false and some foolish doctrines have been taught 
and accepted by some. These must be weeded out. And the pure, holy, 
grand old truths that made" us a people must be everywhere revived. 
The battle is on, and will never end till Jesus comes. There can be no 
compromise, no half-way position, no faltering. The integrity of the 
work as proclaimed at the beginning, must and shall be maintained to 
the end." 
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G. I. Butler God's Messengers G.C.B. - May 28, 1913 
 

 "And I cannot help believing with all my heart that in the closing work of the 
gospel, preparatory to the second advent of Christ, the spirit of prophecy 
will ever play a prominent part. There are others who have been 
connected with the Seventh-day Adventist denomination longer than I have. 
There are two here [pointing to Elders Loughborough and Haskell] on the 
platform. But the Lord has given me many opportunities for observation, 
and as I have mingled with our dear brethren and sisters, during the years 
that have been passing, I have been impressed that a grave danger 
confronts this people. It is that, as the work develops, and tens of thousands 
are added to our numbers, they will never conceive or understand the 
difficulties that confronted the pioneers; and, they may lose sight of 
some of the fundamentals that have to do with the foundation principles 
of our message. 0, how I wish some of you could have a glimpse of how the 
Lord wrought in those early days! And how I wish you might know more of 
how that blessed servant of the Lord, Sister White, worked many times - 
how she corrected this error, and that error; how she counseled in times 
of perplexity and discouragement. If you could know some of the facts 
we older ones know regarding these matters, I am sure you would love 
and appreciate this blessed truth more than ever. You would cherish 
everything that had to do with the beginnings of things, when foundations 
were being laid by the pioneers of this message." 

 
The above statement by Butler is sobering. How I wish we could take it in. 
 
In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived. 
 
If there is any phrase that has raised intense emotions within and without 
Adventism, its “In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived.” 
 
Arguably, no person outside of Adventism has studied and researched the writings 
of Ellen G. White more than the late Walter Martin. During the time of the S.D.A. - 
Evangelical Conferences of 1955-1956, Martin asked for and was given free access 
to the vaults at the White Estate along with any other materials he requested. 
Martin testified that he had read “extensively in the publications of the Seventh-
day Adventist denomination and almost all of the writings of Ellen G. White, 
including her testimonies.” (Eternity, October 1956) Dr. Barnhouse stated in a 
taped telephone conversation with Al Hudson that: “Froom and the rest of them 
[Roy A. Anderson and other church leaders] say that Walter Martin knows more 
about Seventh-day Adventists than any professor in Takoma Park.” [The Seventh-
day Adventist Evangelical Conferences of 1955-1956, published by the Adventist 
Laymen’s Foundation, PO Box 69, Ozone AR  72854] 
 
After his extensive study, Martin came to the conclusion that Ellen G. White was 
at first Arian in belief, but later became Trinitarian; that’s interesting in itself for 
EGW to move from a Trinitarian, Arian and then again Trinitarian [that’s from truth, 
error then back to truth]. This charge was never repudiated by either Froom or 
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Anderson. [From a presentation by Walter Martin and Ken Samples at the Campus 
Hill Church, Loma Linda, CA - January 26, 1989. See pages 204 and 205  of this 
volume for the actual statement by Martin] 
 

 TO DISPUTE THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON OF GOD, thus impeaching the 
wisdom and love of the Creator, HAD BECOME THE PURPOSE OF THIS 
PRINCE OF ANGELS. To this object he was about to bend the energies of 
that master mind, which, next to Christ's, was first among the hosts of God. 
But He who would have the will of all His creatures free, left none unguarded 
to the bewildering sophistry by which rebellion would seek to justify itself. 
Before the great contest should open, all were to have a clear presentation 
of His will, whose wisdom and goodness were the spring of all their joy.  {PP 
36.1}   

 
 ANGELS WERE EXPELLED FROM HEAVEN BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT 

WORK IN HARMONY WITH GOD. They fell from their high estate because 
they wanted to be exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they 
forgot that their beauty of person and of character came from the Lord 
Jesus. THIS FACT THE [FALLEN] ANGELS WOULD OBSCURE, THAT 
CHRIST WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, AND THEY CAME TO 
CONSIDER THAT THEY WERE NOT TO CONSULT CHRIST.  {TDG 128.2}   

 
From Methodist Church, Ellen White never used the terms “Trinity”. In her fifty 
years of ministry, there’s nothing in her writings bend-Trinitarian theology that 
cause alarm to her Adventist brethren but the turning point came in 1898 with 
the publication of The Desire of Ages when she by inspiration borrowed this 
phrase: 
 

In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived. “He that hath the Son 
hath life.” 1 John 5:12. The divinity of Christ is the believer’s assurance of 
eternal life. (Desire of Ages, p. 530)  

 
Significantly, M. L. Andreasen wrote: “This statement at that time was 
revolutionary and compelled a complete revision of my former view—and that of 
the denomination—on the deity of Christ.” (Without Fear or Favor, p. 76). Was this 
really her re-conversion to trinitarianism?. Looking in her earlier writing you will 
find the same language hence the testimonies explain themselves: 
 

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). It is not 
physical life that is here specified, but immortality, the life which is 
exclusively the property of God. The Word, who was with God, and who 
was God, had this life. Physical life is something which each individual 
receives. It is not eternal or immortal; for God, the Life-giver, takes it again. 
Man has no control over his life. But the life of Christ was unborrowed. 
No one can take this life from Him. “I lay it down of myself” (John 
10:18), He said. In Him was life, original, unborrowed, underived. This 
life is not inherent in man. He can possess it only through Christ. He 
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cannot earn it; it is given him as a free gift if he will believe in Christ 
as His personal Saviour. (The Signs of the Times, April 8, 1897)  
 

It would be then false to say that 1898 brought a change in anything. According 
to what Sister White wrote a year before The Desire of Ages was published, man is 
offered the same quality of life that Christ had.  
 
Original Citation [information from Smyrna Ministries] 
 
Sister White’s libraries contained well over one thousand volumes. These volumes 
were cataloged in two main groups: “One section involved her private library in 
her ‘sitting room bookcase,’ the other, her office library where her literary 
assistants worked.” (A Bibliography of Ellen G. White’s Private and Office Libraries 
-  compiled by Warren H. Jones, Tim Poirier, and Ron Graybill, p. i) One of the 
entries listed as being in her private library is Sabbath Evening Readings on the 
New Testament, by John Cummings. On page five we find the following 
statement: “’In him was life,’— that is, original, unborrowed, underived.” 
(Sabbath Evening Readings on the New Testament, p. 5 - 1856). 
 
It is no coincidence that this statement and the reference in The Desire of Ages 
are almost word for word identical. Research reveals that Sister White used the 
language of Cummings’ book for we find her quoting these words, and more, in 
at least two other places. These passages have been published in at least 13 
places. In a letter dated Nov. 1, 1905, she wrote to the manager of one of our 
sanitariums:  
 

In Him is life that is original,—unborrowed, underived life. In us there is a 
streamlet from the fountain of life. In Him is the fountain of life. Our life is 
something that we receive, something that the Giver takes back again to 
Himself. (Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 19, p. 23.)  

 
The parallel statement from Cummings reads as follows:  

 
“In him was life,” — that is, original, unborrowed, underived. In us there is 
a streamlet from the Fountain of Life; in him was the Fountain of Life. Our 
life is something we receive, something that the Giver takes back again to 
himself. (Cummings, op. cit.)  

 
Except for one word, these statements are word for word identical. It is not our 
purpose to discuss the extent of, or problems behind the literary borrowing of 
Sister White. It has been freely admitted by the brethren that such borrowing was 
done and in a much larger scale than first realized. It is also known that some of 
the borrowing was at times done by the secretaries. However, with Cummings’ 
book being in Sister White’s private bookcase, it is reasonable to believe that Sister 
White, under inspiration, made the decision on its usage instead of one of the 
literary assistants.  
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Two areas of Cummings’ statement should be considered. We’ll examine the 
context first. Cummings noted: “He [the apostle John] at once begins by asserting 
the Deity of Christ as God and Lord of all; ...” (Sabbath Evening Readings on the 
New Testament, p. 5) While upholding the Deity of Jesus Christ, Cummings makes 
no statement here concerning the Godhead in relationship to a Trinity or a Triune 
God. This closely parallels the thoughts of the early Advent pioneers and Sister 
White who wrote positively of the Deity of Christ, but never of the Trinity or Triune 
God.  
 
Secondly, we would like to examine the content of Cummings’ statement. Christ 
is said to be the “Fountain of Life.” We are said to be a “streamlet.” A streamlet is 
defined as a “small stream.” (Webster’s Dictionary) A streamlet does not carry a 
large quantity of water nor is it the source of the water. However, it does carry the 
same quality of water that comes from the source! [End of information from 
Smyrna Ministries] 
 
Ellen White wrote concerning our receiving the life that flows from the Fountain:  
 

In Him was life, original, unborrowed, underived. This life is not inherent in 
man. He can possess it only through Christ. He cannot earn it; it is given 
him as a free gift if he will believe in Christ as His personal Saviour. (The 
Signs of the Times, April 8, 1897)  
 

Hence man can receive the same life only as a gift from Christ. Christ can bestow 
the same quality of life [original, unborrowed, underived ] upon the sinner that He 
has because He has received it from His Father to give. In addressing the DA quote, 
am inclined to refer to the quality of the life itself, that life is always inherent in 
someone original, unborrowed, underived and as humanity begets humanity so 
divinity begets divinity. A person is not less human or divine because they are 
begotten. 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the DIVINE SON OF GOD, existed from eternity, a 
distinct person, yet one with the Father. (Signs of the Times, April 26, 1899 
- See also R&H, April 5, 1899; and 1 SM, p. 247)  
 

It’s this divine life inherent in him that is the property of God that makes him a 
real son and not a metaphor. 
 
Was there a time that Christ did not exist?  
 
While trying to defend the sonship of our Lord, God and Savior, we should be 
careful in obscuring his eternality and giving him a beginning. Life original, 
unborrowed and underived is immortal life, the very DNA of the Son from the 
Father, without a beginning. Humanity can trace their life to B.C. “4000” in Adam, 
you can’t trace divinity [divine life] in linear scale, you will have to trace it through 
the Father who has no beginning. Christ’s begetting, his personage, is also not in 
time because Christ created time and he is not bound by it. In eternity past his 
personage was begotten as the messenger says: 
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The Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, is truly GOD IN 
INFINITY, BUT NOT IN PERSONALITY. He has wrought out the 
righteousness that enables human beings to overcome every assault of 
Satan. He will impute His righteousness to the believing saint who walks as 
He walked when on earth.  {UL 367.4} 
 
From ETERNITY there was a complete unity between the Father and the Son. 
THEY WERE TWO, YET LITTLE SHORT OF BEING IDENTICAL; two in 
individuality, yet one in spirit, and heart, and character.  {YI, December 16, 
1897 par. 5} 

 
If Christ was not GOD in PERSONALITY then there must be ONE who was GOD IN 
PERSONALITY and that is the Father. The above quotes in no sense do they speak 
of incarnation but pre-incarnation. The eternity being spoken here is not of his 
divinity but personality, his begetting. 
 

"Sin entered the world by the defection of one who stood at the head of the 
holy angels. What was it that wrought so great a change, transforming a 
royal, honored subject into an apostate? The answer is given, 'Thy heart 
was lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness.' HAD NOT THE LORD MADE THE COVERING 
CHERUB SO BEAUTIFUL, SO CLOSELY RESEMBLING HIS OWN IMAGE; had 
not God awarded him special honor; had anything been left undone in the 
gift of beauty and power and honor, then Satan might have had some 
excuse. But God declares: 'Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and 
perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 
stone was thy covering. . . . Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and 
I have set thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in 
thy ways from the day that thou wast created till iniquity was found in thee.  
{GCDB, March 2, 1897 par. 33} 

 
This is another quote that proves to me that Christ is the son of God, HE MADE 
THE COVERING CHERUB SO BEAUTIFUL, SO CLOSELY RESEMBLING HIS OWN IMAGE. 
Why is it not said that Lucifer was made CLOSELY RESEMBLING THE FATHER? 
Because that EXPRESS IMAGE WAS FOR CHRIST ONLY. The angels had conditional 
immortality, the son had unconditional immortality, the very life of the Father, His 
own DNA. 
 
Was the life of Christ borrowed or un-borrowed? 
 

John 5:26, "For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself" 

 
Another way to translate the passage using the Greek would be to say, "For as the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to be the source of life in 
himself." This is more plausible to embrace because the context of the preceding 
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and following verses makes better sense when stated in this way. What life then 
does the Father have? original, unborrowed, underived. Can a sincere person 
claim this life that God gave the son was at his incarnation, what then would be 
the life had in heaven and when did he lay it aside seeing he did not lay aside his 
divinity but was blended with humanity and human life was given by Mary? If you 
say its human life, then something must be fundamentally wrong with you, if you 
immortal life at incarnation then you must be believing Christ when he was 
incarnated did not have divinity blended with humanity hence the option left is 
that this is a real event in eternity that John 15:26 is talking about. 
 
Angels are dependent on God the Father for their life Christ is not  

 
“He [Christ] was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent. He was above all 
finite requirements. He was Himself the law in character. Of the highest 
angels it could not be said that they had never borne a yoke. The angels all 
bear the yoke of dependence, the yoke of obedience . . Not one of the 
angels could become a substitute and surety for the human race, for their 
life is God’s; they could not surrender it. On Christ alone the human family 
depended for their existence. He is the eternal, self-existent Son, on whom 
no yoke had come. He could say that which not the highest angel could 
say—‘I have power over My own life. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again.”— 12 Manuscript Release 395 (Manuscript 101, 
1897). 

 
“In Him [Jesus] was life; and the life was the light of men.’ It is not physical 
life that is here specified, but [immortality], the life which is exclusively the 
property of God. The Word, who was with God, and who was God, had this 
life. Physical life is something which each individual receives. It is not 
eternal or immortal; for God, the life-giver takes it again. But the life of 
Christ was unborrowed. NO ONE CAN TAKE THIS LIFE FROM HIM. ‘I lay 
it down of Myself,’ He said. In Him was life, original, unborrowed, underived. 
This life is not inherent in man. He can possess it only through Christ.”—5 
Bible Commentary, 1130 (1 Selected Messages, 296-297). 
 
"While He took upon Him humanity, it was a life taken in union with Deity. 
He could lay down His life as priest and also victim. He possessed in Himself 
power to lay it down and take it up again." 7BC 933.  

 
“Jesus declared, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ In Christ is life, 
original, unborrowed, underived. ‘He that hath the son hath life’ (1 Jn 
5:12). The divinity of Christ is the believer’s assurance of eternal life . . “To 
the Saviour’s words, ‘Believest thou?’ Martha responded, ‘Yea, Lord: I 
believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world.’ She did not comprehend in all their significance the words spoken 
by Christ, but she confessed her faith in His divinity, and her confidence 
that He was able to perform whatever it pleased Him to do.”— Desire of 
Ages, 530. 
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This is one quote that “seemingly” changed the Adventist Church to the trinity 
doctrine. But is this even a Trinitarian quote? How many things did Christ receive 
from His Father? “All things Christ received from God, but He took to give.” — 
(Desire of Ages, p. 21). And of course “all things” means everything! And John 
5:26 further confirms this includes His life as you would expect. Ellen White said 
we can possess this same life through Christ. You can argue DA 21 is referring 
to incarnation because Christ as a human received his life from Mary and that 
life is mortal and that is not the life the Father has or the life that the dead will 
be given at resurrection. Again Christ did not receive eternal life at incarnation 
because he had already divinity blended with humanity. In his incarnation Christ 
did not receive everything but forfeited everything and even risked his own 
existence read Phil 2. Its only after resurrection that we find him saying again 
that all power and authority has been given to me, if given it means there was a 
time he didn’t have it but this still does not negate his reception of everything 
in eternity in DA 21. 
 
Christ is pre-existent which means to exist before something else. This He did, 
He pre-existed the creation of all things. It does not mean that He has always 
existed of course. Self-existent means to be ably to exist independently of other 
beings. Christ can do that also because He has His Father’s life. Trinitarians 
have read statements such as the one in deliberation and immediately formed 
opinions and reached conclusions that can be proven wrong by other inspired 
statements related to the topic—sometimes statements from the very same 
article or book.  
 
From the full context we plainly learn that “original, unborrowed, underived” life 
can be GIVEN. It will be given to all those who believe. This is in harmony with 
the words of Christ, when He said that God the Father had given Him life: “For as 
the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.” 
(John 5:26) What life would the Son have been given? The life which was the 
Father’s own original, unborrowed, underived life. Once we gain eternality as 
Christ is eternal then we will have life original (not a copy or tampered with) 
unborrowed (not to return), underived (streamlets fulfilling the original purpose 
of the Father by being his temple).  
 
As human offspring receive mortal life from their parents, so this immortal life 
was given to Christ by virtue of His divine birth (having been begotten with that 
life). Thus the Father’s life is also the Son’s life, through inheritance. God the 
Father is the “source of all life” (MH 397; 9T 44; 21MR 272), “of whom are all 
things.” (1Cor 8:6) Christ inherited the Father’s life by birth. 
 

“As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given him.” (John 17:2) 

 
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son 
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life….” (1 John 5:13) 
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We should learn how to exegete Ellen White and Bible without contradictions 
rather cherry-picking verses and quotes to make doctrines out of them. Original, 
unborrowed, underived life is simply IMMORTAL LIFE. How brethren blow this into 
mysterious thing that can’t be DNA of the Son from God from the Father is 
saddening. 
 

"CHRIST WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, AND LUCIFER, THAT 
GLORIOUS ANGEL, GOT UP A WARFARE OVER THE MATTER, UNTIL HE 
HAD TO BE THRUST DOWN TO THE EARTH. He knows what I am saying 
today. He knows whenever there is a company assembled together as you 
are here. He knows when we are making efforts in every way possible to 
reach out to win the minds of the people. He has his agencies appointed so 
that after this meeting will be over, circumstances will arise and the enemy 
will try to gain the victory. {Ms86-1910.30} 

 
The weight of evidence is indisputable of who Christ is. He is a divine being, he 
is God by virtue of his Sonship. It’s the same warfare that that glorious angel had 
and forced him to be thrust down that some are engaged in. It’s this fact, that 
Christ is the only begotten son of God that makes his life “original, unborrowed, 
underived”. Conclusively, we can’t explain everything in its minute sense but this 
should not cause us to reject what is revealed. 
 

 Jeremiah 6:16: Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls.  But they said, We will not walk therein. 

 
 Proverb 22:28: Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have 

set. 
 

 Those who seek to remove the old landmarks are not holding fast; they 
are not remembering how they have received and heard. Those who try 
to bring in theories that would remove the pillars of our faith concerning 
the sanctuary, or concerning the personality of God or of Christ, are 
working as blind men. They are seeking to bring in uncertainties and 
to set the people of God adrift, without an anchor. {Ms62-1905} 
 

 What astonishing deception and fearful blindness had, like a dark cloud, 
covered Israel! This blindness and apostasy had not closed about them 
suddenly; it had come upon them gradually as they had not heeded the 
word of reproof and warning which the Lord had sent to them because of 
their pride and their sins. And now, in this fearful crisis, in the presence of 
the idolatrous priests and the apostate king, they remained neutral. If God 
abhors one sin above another, of which His people are guilty, it is doing 
nothing in case of an emergency. Indifference and neutrality in a 
religious crisis is regarded of God as a grievous crime and equal to the 
very worst type of hostility against God.  {3T 280.3}   
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Section 5: Lucifer's High Position 
 
I thought to put this together for our reference. Sometimes we have wondered 
how Lucifer was able to deceive holy angels in heaven and pull a third with him 
down as Satan, here are insights to how this came to be. Here are some statements 
that Ryan Tacklin have come across that show how Seventh-Day Adventists viewed 
the conflict in heaven and understood the positions of the heavenly beings. While 
you can come to these conclusions from the Bible, it must be noted that much of 
what they shared would have come from how any clear thinking person would 
interpret what Ellen White says on this topic. The Bible gives a few details, but the 
Spirit revealed so much more to Ellen White on this topic throughout her life. Thus 
the opinions drawn here by these men would reflect the general Adventist view 
held and how they viewed the Ellen White statements on this matter. 
 

 Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts NEXT TO Jesus 
Christ, BUT CHRIST WAS ONE WITH GOD, ASSIMILATED TO THE IMAGE 
OF GOD TO DO THE WILL OF GOD. Satan, KNOWING THE CHRIST HAD 
THE FIRST PLACE, began to insinuate to the angels that HE SHOULD BE 
NEXT TO GOD. His great beauty and exalted position made him feel that 
he was not receiving due honor in BEING SECOND TO CHRIST. Therefore 
he would suggest this to the angels, and this suggestion [began] to be 
communicated to the heavenly angels, and finally [it was] BROUGHT 
BEFORE GOD that Lucifer was the one who SHOULD BE NEXT TO GOD. 
Thus the seed was sown and the result was that angels sympathized with 
Lucifer; next, there was war in heaven. Lucifer’s beautiful appearance was 
constantly exalted and the LORD GOD OF HEAVEN [saw] that Lucifer and 
his party WERE VERY STRONG AGAINST CHRIST. {Ms90-1910.4} 

 
 Christ is the EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS FATHER’S PERSON, and the angels 

could see in the Son a perfect representation of God. Lucifer coveted the 
HONOR AND GLORY GIVEN TO CHRIST. He became so self-exalted that he 
supposed that he could do anything he desired to do because of his high 
position as covering cherub, and he tried to obtain for himself the POSITION 
GIVEN TO CHRIST... {Lt55-1903.15} 
 

 Two great powers are now on the field of battle. Satan, who at one time 
stood NEXT TO CHRIST IN THE COURTS OF HEAVEN, has become the 
adversary of man. Before the fall of Lucifer, he aspired for the SUPREMACY 
THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO CHRIST, WHO WAS ONE WITH THE FATHER 
in the government of heaven. There was war in heaven, and Satan and all 
the rebellious angels he had deceived were overcome. Those who had 
opposed THE WILL OF GOD IN APPOINTING CHRIST AS THE CHEIF RULER 
were cast out of the heavenly courts, and since that time they have been 
warring against the Most High. {Lt24-1910.4} 
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The following reveals a very important thing: 
 

 There had been NO CHANGE IN THE POSITION OR AUTHORITY of Christ. 
Lucifer’s envy and misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ 
HAD MADE NECESSARY A STATEMENT of the true position of the Son of 
God; but this had been THE SAME FROM THE BEGINNING. Many of the 
angels were, however, blinded by Lucifer’s deceptions. {PP 38.1} 

 
Review & Herald - Apostasy and Rebellion in the Church, G.B.T - September 
28, 1916  

 It was so with Lucifer. He, too, loved the preeminence. He coveted the highest 
place in heaven. THE SON OF GOD HAVING BEEN ASSIGNED TO THIS 
POSITION BY THE FATHER, Lucifer instilled in the minds of the angels the 
idea that a tyranny had been enthroned, and in order to be free, they must 
contend for their rights, and OPPOSE THE ORGANIZATION OF HEAVEN.' 
Satan would have had no contention about leadership had he been placed 
at the head. 

 
Uriah Smith - Looking Unto Jesus p31.1  

 THE ROOT THE CONTROVERSY IS FOUND IN THE REBELLION AGAINST 
THE SON OF GOD. This father of lies charged upon the government of God, 
that it was based in selfishness and oppression; THAT GOD AND CHRIST 
ACTED ONLY FOR THEIR OWN EXALTATION AND AGGRANDIZEMENT, at 
the expense of the liberty and happiness of their creatures; and that 
injustice and partiality, instead of righteousness and truth, were the 
habitation of their throne. 

 
COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR - October 5, 1910  
The Origin of Sin and its Final - Extermination - 0.J. GIBSON  
 

 The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were not appreciated, FOR THERE 
WAS ONE, THE SON OF GOD, whose position was more exalted, who had 
been one with the Father in the work of creation and had shared the Father's 
counsels. And this exaltation of the Son he looked at as an injustice, until he 
ventured to covet the honors of his Maker. 

 
COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR Jan. 27, 1909 *Published again in 1916 in Review 
& Herald May 18 and Northern Union Reaper Aug 29  
The Shibboleth Of Apostasy - G.B. Thompson  
 

 I refer to Lucifer, who is now the devil. He was then in heaven. He had been 
appointed to a high and holy office. His position was near the throne; he 
was its lightbearer and attendant. He was the third from the head, THE 
FATHER AND SON ALONE being above him in position. But Lucifer did 
not like the idea of being the third from the top, he wanted to be first, to be 
at the top ; and because he was not first was clear evidence to his mind that 
there was a tyranny set up, and a despot on the throne of universal 
sovereignty. He pointed to the fact that GOD HAD PLACED HIS SON at 
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the head of affairs in heaven as evidence that something was the 
matter. He did not believe in anybody's being at the " head." Doubtless he 
might have viewed things differently, though, had he been placed at the 
head. 

 
The Youth's Instructor - Sept 14, 1915  
The Great War By Carlyle B. Haynes [Published again in signs of the Times 
June 18, 1918 and The Oriental Watchman 1929] 
 

 While Lucifer in heaven occupied a highly exalted station, there were 
Beings who were far above him. THESE WERE THE FATHER AND SON. 
The angels worshiped the Father as Creator of all things. The Son was 
coequal with the Father in creation; and the Father had said, "Let all 
the angels of God worship Him." Hebrews 1: 6. Therefore the Son also 
received the worship of the heavenly host, and the worship of Lucifer with 
the rest. The Son of God was supreme over all the works of creation; for He 
was "the express image" of the Father's person, "the brightness of His glory," 
and He upheld "all things by the word of His power." Hebrews 1: 3. High 
over all the angels of heaven He reigned, and over the unnumbered 
intelligences of the other worlds; and His rule was a rule of love. The angels 
delighted to serve and obey Him. 

 
The Principle underlying the Tithing System By A. G. Daniels  
The Church Officer's Gazette - October 1917  
 

 Lucifer denied God's right to withhold anything from him. In "The Great 
Controversy," page 494, we read: "Coveting the honor which the infinite 
Father had bestowed upon his Son, this prince of angels aspired to power 
which it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield." Lucifer stood next to 
Christ in glory and, power, but he failed to appreciate the great gifts 
he had received. He coveted the creative power BESTOWED UPON 
CHRIST, and denied the right of the Father to withhold from him the one 
great gift. When Lucifer sought the honor and power bestowed alone upon 
the Son of God, he denied God's right to withhold it from himself. 

 
Union Conference Record - May 25, 1908  
The Baleful Evil of Criticism - J. E. FULTON  
 

 He criticized the government of GOD, he criticized the SON OF GOD, 
and he criticized all the LOYAL ANGELS who upheld GOD AND HIS SON. 
This spirit of evil speaking spread to others until a very large number of the 
angelic host were blinded with its damning influence. 

 
J.E. White - Past, Present, and Future 1909  
 

 "He was, next to GOD AND CHRIST; and is still, the wisest being in the 
universe"  
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 "Lucifer was, NEXT TO THE SON OF GOD, the commander of the hosts of 
the heavenly angels"  

 
 "Christ STOOD ABOVE HIM, EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. Lucifer decided 

that by his beauty and attainments he was fitted for a position of equality 
with God"  

 "But JEHOVAH COULD NOT PERMIT THIS. He Himself had established 
the order of heaven. NO CREATED BEING could be equal with God, THE 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON ALONE could occupy this position." 

 
W.W. Prescott - {BEST February 17, 1896, p. 52.12}  
 

 Christ was BEGOTTEN, NOT CREATED; Satan was CREATED, NOT 
BEGOTTEN. As the only begotten Son, Christ could enter fully into the 
councils of God. Because he could not do this as Christ did, envy sprang up 
in the heart of Satan, and he began to determine, I will exalt myself. He 
began to stir up rebellion, to say, God is arbitrary, and he began also to get 
his sympathisers. “We are in slavery, and I have a better plan of 
government. Choose me as leader, exalt me, and then I will exalt you.” Do 
you not see the same principle that has been in the world ever since the fall? 
You exalt me and I will exalt you,-perhaps. 

 
"Whence Came Satan?" Did God Create the Devil?"  
H.M. Kelly - The Canadian Watchman - October 1, 1933  
 

 The real question involved in this controversy is that of the SONSHIP OF 
CHRIST. IS HE GOD'S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON? The answer to this question 
is the answer to every other spiritual and moral question that can possibly 
arise. The question was FIRST RAISED BY LUCIFER, the first of all the 
angels. The question involves principles that are eternal and strikes at 
the root of a fundamental law of heaven. 

 
Compare 
 
EGW 

 Angels were expelled from heaven because they would not work in harmony 
with God. They fell from their high estate because they wanted to be exalted. 
They had come to exalt themselves, and they forgot that their beauty of 
person and of character came from the Lord Jesus. This fact the angels 
would obscure, that Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and they 
came to consider that they were not to consult Christ. One angel began 
the controversy and carried it on until there was rebellion in the heavenly 
courts among the angels. They were lifted up because of their beauty. {Lt42-
1910} 

 
 Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and Lucifer, that glorious 

angel, got up a warfare over the matter, until he had to be thrust down 
to the earth. He knows what I am saying today. He knows whenever there 
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is a company assembled together as you are here. He knows when we are 
making efforts in every way possible to reach out to win the minds of the 
people. He has his agencies appointed so that after this meeting will be over, 
circumstances will arise and the enemy will try to gain the victory. {Ms86-
1910} 

 
 "Sin entered the world by the defection of one who stood at the head of the 

holy angels. What was it that wrought so great a change, transforming a 
royal, honored subject into an apostate? The answer is given, 'Thy heart 
was lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness.' Had not the Lord made the covering cherub so 
beautiful, so closely resembling his own image; had not God awarded 
him special honor; had anything been left undone in the gift of beauty 
and power and honor, then Satan might have had some excuse. But God 
declares: 'Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 
Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was thy 
covering. . . . Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set 
thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and 
down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from 
the day that thou wast created till iniquity was found in thee. By the 
multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence, and thou hast sinned; therefore I will cast thee as profane out of 
the mountain of God; and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the 
midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, 
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee 
to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. {GCDB, 
March 2, 1897 par. 33} 

 
 Evil originated with Lucifer, who rebelled against the government of God. 

Before his fall he was a covering cherub, DISTINGUISHED BY HIS 
EXCELLENCE. GOD MADE HIM GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL, AS NEAR AS 
POSSIBLE LIKE HIMSELF. OF HIM IT IS WRITTEN, "Thou wast perfect in thy 
ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee." 
But self-exaltation entered his heart. Inspiration records the charge against 
him: "Thine heart wast lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted 
thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness." "How art thou fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
unto heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt 
be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit."  {RH, September 24, 1901 
par. 4} 

 
 Lucifer was the covering cherub, THE MOST EXALTED OF THE HEAVENLY 

CREATED BEINGS; HE STOOD NEAREST THE THRONE OF GOD, AND WAS 
MOST CLOSELY CONNECTED AND IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
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ADMINISTRATION OF GOD'S GOVERNMENT, MOST RICHLY ENDOWED 
WITH THE GLORY OF HIS MAJESTY AND POWER.—ST April 28, 1890.  

 
 The LORD HIMSELF GAVE TO SATAN HIS GLORY AND WISDOM, AND 

MADE HIM THE COVERING CHERUB, GOOD, NOBLE, AND EXCEEDING 
LOVELY.—ST Sept. 18, 1893.  

 
 Among the inhabitants of heaven, SATAN, NEXT TO CHRIST, WAS AT ONE 

TIME MOST HONORED OF GOD, AND HIGHEST IN POWER AND GLORY.—
ST July 23, 1902. {TA 28.2}  

 
 Lucifer, the “son of the morning,” IN GLORY SURPASSING ALL THE ANGELS 

THAT SURROUND THE THRONE, . . . [WAS] UNITED IN CLOSEST TIES TO 
THE SON OF GOD.—DA 435. {TA 28.3}  

 
 Lucifer, “son of the morning,” WAS FIRST OF THE COVERING CHERUBS, 

HOLY AND UNDEFILED. HE STOOD IN THE PRESENCE OF THE GREAT 
CREATOR, AND THE CEASELESS BEAMS OF GLORY ENSHROUDING THE 
ETERNAL GOD RESTED UPON HIM.—{PP 35} 

 
 All who are determined to hold fast to every feature of our faith should 

stand against the wiles of the devil. We are all to understand that there is a 
fallen angel who was once next to Christ in honor among the heavenly host. 
His work of deception was done in so great secrecy that THE ANGELS IN 
LESS-EXALTED POSITIONS SUPPOSED THAT HE WAS THE RULER OF 
HEAVEN. SATAN MADE THE REPRESENTATION THAT ALL WRONG 
INSINUATIONS EXISTING IN HEAVEN ORIGINATED AMONG THE ANGELS, 
WHILE HE HIMSELF HAD MADE SUGGESTIONS WHICH WOULD NEVER 
HAVE BEEN ENTERTAINED BY THE ANGELS, HAD HE NOT CREATED 
THEM. He artfully presented these things to God, as having come from the 
angels, while they all originated with the evil Satan himself. {Lt292-1906} 

 
 Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ. HIS 

COUNTENANCE, LIKE THOSE OF THE OTHER ANGELS, WAS MILD AND 
EXPRESSIVE OF HAPPINESS. HIS FOREHEAD WAS HIGH AND BROAD, 
SHOWING GREAT INTELLIGENCE. His form was perfect; his bearing noble 
and majestic. But when God said to His Son, "Let us make man in our image," 
Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be consulted concerning the 
formation of man, and because he was not, he was filled with envy, jealousy, 
and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honors in heaven next to God.  
{EW 145.1} 

 
 He [Lucifer] had been THE HIGHEST OF ALL CREATED BEINGS, AND HAD 

BEEN FOREMOST IN REVEALING GOD'S PURPOSES TO THE UNIVERSE.—
{DA 758} 
 

 Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, NEXT 
IN HONOR TO GOD'S DEAR SON. His countenance, like those of the other 
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angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and 
broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble 
and majestic. A SPECIAL LIGHT BEAMED IN HIS COUNTENANCE AND 
SHONE AROUND HIM BRIGHTER AND MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN AROUND 
THE OTHER ANGELS; YET CHRIST, GOD'S DEAR SON, HAD THE PRE-
EMINENCE OVER ALL THE ANGELIC HOST. He was one with the Father 
before the angels were created. Lucifer was envious of Christ, and gradually 
assumed command which devolved on Christ alone. {SR 13.1} 

 
 The fallen angel whom God had made covering cherub, was ruined by his 

selfish, independent will. GOD HAD MADE HIM NOBLE, HAD GIVEN HIM 
RICH ENDOWMENTS. HE GAVE HIM A HIGH, RESPONSIBLE POSITION. He 
asked of him nothing that was unreasonable. He was to administer the trust 
given him of God in a spirit of meekness and devotion, seeking to promote 
the glory of God, who had given him glory and beauty and loveliness. But 
Lucifer abode not in the truth. He fell from his integrity. Let everyone learn 
the lesson which he should learn from this wonderful history.  {SSW, March 
1, 1893 par. 2} 

 
 There was a time when Satan was in harmony with God, and it was his joy 

to execute the divine commands. His heart was filled with love and joy in 
serving his Creator, UNTIL HE BEGAN TO THINK THAT HIS WISDOM WAS 
NOT DERIVED FROM GOD, BUT WAS INHERENT IN HIMSELF, and that he 
was as worthy as was God to receive honor and power.—ST Sept. 18, 1893. 
{TA 31.3} 

 
From the above quotes it’s so amazing that angels supposed Lucifer was the Ruler 
of Heaven and that he created them. No wonder  
 

 “The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in 
their presence HE MIGHT SET FORTH THE TRUE POSITION OF HIS SON 
and show the relation He sustained to all created beings. {PP 36.2}” 

 
From the above quotes, his resembling of Christ so closely,  
 

 “By sly insinuations, by which he made it appear that CHRIST HAD 
ASSUMED THE PLACE THAT BELONGED TO HIMSELF, Lucifer sowed the 
seeds of doubt in the minds of many of the angels.—{Educational Messenger, 
Sept. 11, 1908.}” 

 
From all the above you can now understand 
 

 “CHRIST WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, AND LUCIFER, THAT 
GLORIOUS ANGEL, GOT UP A WARFARE OVER THE MATTER, until he had 
to be thrust down to the earth. He knows what I am saying today. He knows 
whenever there is a company assembled together as you are here. He knows 
when we are making efforts in every way possible to reach out to win the 
minds of the people. He has his agencies appointed so that after this 
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meeting will be over, circumstances will arise and the enemy will try to gain 
the victory. {Ms86-1910}” 

 
And eventually  

 “ANGELS WERE EXPELLED FROM HEAVEN BECAUSE THEY WOULD NOT 
WORK IN HARMONY WITH GOD. They fell from their high estate because 
they wanted to be exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they 
forgot that their beauty of person and of character came from the Lord 
Jesus. THIS FACT THE ANGELS WOULD OBSCURE, THAT CHRIST WAS 
THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, AND THEY CAME TO CONSIDER 
THAT THEY WERE NOT TO CONSULT CHRIST. One angel [LUCIFER] began 
the controversy and carried it on until there was rebellion in the heavenly 
courts among the angels [A THIRD]. They were lifted up because of their 
beauty. {Lt42-1910}” emphasis mine. 

 
E. J. Waggoner - 1894  

Lucifer was the wisest and most beautiful of all the angels. HE WAS WITH 
GOD MORE THAN ANY OF THE OTHER ANGELS, AND WAS LOVED AND 
HONOURED NEXT TO CHRIST. God says that he was perfect in his ways 
from the day that he was created, till iniquity (sin) was found in him. {PTUK 
February 22, 1894, p. 125.2} 
 
Finally Satan got his followers to believe that they were stronger than GOD 
AND HIS SON, and could easily overcome them and have the kingdom. 
Thinking of self he made his heart so ungrateful and cruel that he gathered 
his followers together and fought against his Creator! “And there was war 
in heaven,” Jesus and His angels fought against Satan; and Satan fought 
and his angels. BUT THE ONE WHO COULD CREATE WAS STRONGER 
THAN THE ONES CREATED, so the angels who had made themselves so evil 
could not overcome Jesus. And Satan was cast out of heaven and, as 
lightning, fell to the earth; and his angels were cast out with him. Once more 
love and harmony was in heaven. Never again came Satan into the beautiful 
home that he had left; but it was all his own fault. {PTUK February 22, 1894, 
p. 125.6} 

 
Signs of the Times - July 14, 1936: "Who is the devil?" George T. Smisor  

Since Lucifer stood next to Christ in heaven, he felt that he should be 
permitted to share in the councils between THE FATHER AND THE SON. He 
was the highest angel in heaven, and the most wise and beautiful. and 
surely he ought to be consulted on the plans of creating worlds and suns 
and creatures. WHY COULD HE NOT BE ON AN EQUALITY WITH CHRIST? 
But Lucifer had his place to fill in heaven, which was circumscribed by the 
LAW OF HIS CREATION. Since he was not permitted to share in the secret 
councils OF FATHER AND SON, he began an insidious attack against the 
goodness of God and the justice of His law. 
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The Devil's Biography - By R. Leo Odom 
Signs of the Times Canada - January 1951 

The Archangel over the angels of heaven is Michael, who is Christ. (Jude 9; 
1 Thessalonians 4:16.) The cherubim are the angels who attend the Deity 
on His throne. (2 Kings 19:15; 1 Chronicles 13:6.) Among them upon whom 
the glory of God shone, Lucifer was "the anointed cherub." Thus he was 
the prince of the angels. "I have set thee so," says the Lord. That is, God 
Himself had conferred upon this angel the high honour of occupying A 
POSITION OF THAT WHICH WAS NEXT TO THE SON OF GOD. Seeing that 
the SON OF GOD exercised greater authority than he, and that He 
received the adoration of the beings created by God, Lucifer permitted 
envy to spring up in his heart against Christ. It is not permitted that worship 
should be given to the angels. (Revelation 19:10; 22:9.) But Lucifer wished 
to be a god. "I will be like the Most High," he said to himself. He said later to 
Christ: "All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship 
me." Matthew 4:9. 

 
There is a theological controversy going on about who was and is the third person 
before and after the fall? Are the quotes above to solve the topic? Before the fall, 
Lucifer was the third highest tangible being next to the Father and His Son. A 
position we know Gabriel has taken [Daniel 8:16; 9:21-23, 10:21, Luke 1:19]. But 
when we talk about the economic power and personality, the Holy Spirit is the 
third person in a grammatical sense representing the Father and the Son and 
making them omnipresence while they are literally in heaven. Shall we not go in 
this power conquering to conquer for Christ working with the Lord as the apostles 
did laboring in un-entered fields to shew forth the glory of him who has called us 
into his marvelous light! 
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Section 6: Mysteries of the Spirit 
 
We are living in the end time as for sure and we need to draw closer to Christ 
because that’s exactly what we need as we draw close to the end, we must be 
sealed in truth both spiritually and intellectually that nothing will move us. In this 
section, we hall look at the mysteries of the Spirit and explore the manifestations 
of the spirit, how it’s obtained and how it works in the life of humans. 
 
There is something significant that is being awaited for by those are looking for 
the second coming Christ, the power of Revelation 18 to finish the work. 
 
The Rain from Heaven 
 
Revelation 

 18:1: And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, 
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

 
This power more important experienced by apostles as early rain is all we are 
waiting for. What do the prophets tell us? 
 
Zechariah 

 10:1: Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD 
shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass 
in the field. 

 
When we ask in faith it will be given unto us 
 
Luke 

 11:9: And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10: For every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened. 11: If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he 
give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12: Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13: If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

 
Interesting to note what Matthew and Luke says about what is given to us when 
time of test comes  
 
Matthew 

 10:19: But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20: 
For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh 
in you. 
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Luke 
 21:14: Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall 

answer: 15: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

 
The Spirit of the Father is “a mouth of wisdom”. Interesting. So during the Loud 
Cry what we will have is a mouth of wisdom 
 
This time of latter rain is referred to by Peter too:  
 

 Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the TIMES OF REFRESHING [LATTER RAIN AND LOUD CRY 
REV 18] shall come from the presence of the Lord; 20 And he shall send 
JESUS CHRIST, [IN THE. PERSON OF THE SPIRIT JOHN 14:18] which before 
was preached unto you: 21 Whom the heaven must receive until the TIMES 
OF RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS [PLAN OF REDEMPTION 1COR 15:28], 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began. 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, SENT HIM TO 
BLESS YOU [JOHN 14:28, ACTS 2:33, Titus 3:6, Rev 5:6], in TURNING AWAY 
EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES. [FOR SIN COULD ONLY BE 
OVERCOME BY THE THIRD PERSON OF THE GODHEAD, PSALMS 119:9-
11, 1John 3:9, John 16:8]. Emphasis mine. 

 
In this time of the angel of Revelation 18, what do we have to expect to be this 
latter rain? 
 
Deuteronomy 

 32:1: Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words 
of my mouth. 2: My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon 
the grass: 3: Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye 
greatness unto our God. 4: He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his 
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is 
he. 

 
Habakkuk 

 2:14: For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

 
This will be the forming of Christ in us in its fullness. Our life will be a living epistle 
that Christ is in us. Jesus then says 
 
John 

 14:20: At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you. 21: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and 
I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 22: Judas saith unto him, 
not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and 
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not unto the world? 23: Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

 
Jesus told his disciples that [Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you – Joh 20:21] but remember before they go to do the work they had 
to receive power, Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8.  What were they send to do? 
 
Matthew 

 28:19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
By obeying all things commanded, then Christ will be with them always, his spirt 
will be. John adds information on this commission that Matthew doesn’t record 
[And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost: John 20:22] 
 

 "And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained." The Holy 
Spirit was not yet fully manifested; for Christ had not yet been glorified. 
The more abundant impartation of the Spirit did not take place till after 
Christ's ascension. Not until this was received could the disciples fulfill 
the commission to preach the gospel to the world. But the Spirit was 
now given for a special purpose. Before the disciples could fulfill their 
official duties in connection with the church, Christ breathed His Spirit 
upon them. He was committing to them a most sacred trust, and He desired 
to impress them with the fact that without the Holy Spirit this work could 
not be accomplished.  {DA 805.2} 

 
This was more than just impartation of knowledge or normal breath here, the 
words receive ye the holy ghost were accompanied with a divine power as we see 
in John 6:63. It was “A SPARK OF GOD'S OWN LIFE” –  
 

 [Every faculty that we possess has been provided for us in Christ; for when 
God gave his Son to our world, he included all heaven in his gift. And God 
would have men value their powers as a sacred gift from him. A spark of 
God's own life has been breathed into the human body, making man a 
living soul, the possessor of moral endowments, and a will to direct his 
own course of action. He has the privilege of becoming a partaker of the 
divine nature. This will give him power to conquer evil, and love and 
choose that which is good. He has a conscience, which, under the control 
of God, will approve the right and condemn the wrong. And he may, if 
he will, have fellowship with God. He may walk and talk with God as did 
Enoch. This holy companionship is denied to none who will believe on Christ 
as their personal Saviour. {ST, August 26, 1897 par. 8}].  
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This spark of God’s own life is what always flashed in Christ when tempted 
with his peers and he would recoil from doing evil by choosing the word of 
God. This spark which was his divine nature worked through the word for without 
the word how could he distinguish if it was the Father or Satan working on his 
mind? How was Jesus able to distinguish rights and wrongs? Divinity flashed forth 
and prevented him from sin  
 

 [Christ was an instructor, but in a simple and unassuming manner. Yet no 
one, looking upon the childlike countenance, shining with animation, could 
say He was just like other children. He was God in human flesh. And when 
urged by His companions to do a wrong action, His divinity flashed 
through humanity, and He spoke decidedly. In a moment He 
distinguished between right and wrong, and placed wrong actions in 
the light of God’s commandments, holding up the law as a mirror which 
reflected its light upon the wrong. {Ms37-1898}].  

 
Where did it flash? Now we know this was a work of two natures. The two natures 
retained their individuality, and the divine nature flashed in the human mind to 
remind him of the right and wrong through the commandments. His human 
nature was created; it did not even possess the angelic powers. It was human, 
identical with our own.  
 

 [Christ took our nature, fallen but not corrupted, and would not be 
corrupted unless He received the words of Satan in the place of the words 
of God. {16MR 182.3}] 

 
Hebrew 10:5 a body, hardware was prepared to house this software, the divinity. 
Two individualities each retained its own existence  
 

 [Our Lord was tempted as man is tempted. He was capable of yielding to 
temptations, as are human beings. His finite nature was pure and spotless, 
but the divine nature that led Him to say to Philip, “He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father” also, was not humanized; neither was humanity 
deified by the blending or union of the two natures; each retained its 
essential character and properties. {Ms57-1890}].  

 
But for the divinity to work humanity had to be alive. Humanity was the eclipse 
and if it were to be removed and only divinity remain, no one could have survived 
the presence  
 

 [But although Christ's divine glory was for a time veiled and eclipsed by 
His assuming humanity, yet He did not cease to be God when He became 
man. The human did not take the place of the divine, nor the divine of 
the human. This is the mystery of godliness. The two expressions human 
and divine were, in Christ, closely and inseparably one, and yet they had a 
distinct individuality. Though Christ humbled Himself to become man, the 
Godhead was still His own. His Deity could not be lost while He stood faithful 
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and true to His loyalty. …. He was ready to take once more His divine 
glory when His work on earth was done.  {ST, May 10, 1899 par. 11}]  
 

 [He trod our earth as man. He had reason, conscience, memory, will, and 
affections of the human soul which was united with His divine nature. 
{Ms57-1890}] 

 
In John 17: 5 we read Christ praying [And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.]. What 
was this glory? We understand it was not the divine body that the Father glorified 
him with because he still has humanity. What is it then that the Father glorified? 
Reading further the commentary on John 17:5  
 

 [Jesus is waiting to breathe upon all his disciples, and give them the 
inspiration of his sanctifying spirit, and transfuse the vital influence 
from himself to his people. He would have them understand that 
henceforth they cannot serve two masters. Their lives cannot be divided. 
Christ is to live in his human agents, and work through their faculties, 
and act through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to his 
will, they must act with his spirit, that it may be no more they that live, 
but Christ that liveth in them. Jesus is seeking to impress upon them the 
thought that in giving his Holy Spirit he is giving to them the glory which 
the Father has given him, that he and his people may be one in God. Our 
way and will must be in submission to God's will, knowing that it is holy, 
just, and good. {ST, October 3, 1892 par. 4}]  

 
He was asking then the Spirit which he had with the Father before the world was. 
He took once more His divine glory when His work on earth was done, inspiration 
of sanctifying spirit, to work through their faculties, his own will.  This is what 
he breathed on his disciples and send them to work in the world for conversion 
of others. They became streamlets of what they had received.  
 
For the commission of Matthew 28 and John 20, to have fruit, they had to receive 
the spirit of conversion, a sanctified character that made them to be called 
Christians at first in Antioch Acts 11:26. The words “receive ye the holy ghost’ 
contained the spiritual life. The words being the seed, the mechanism that 
carried the germinating principle by which when one is born of he doth not 
continue to sin 1John 3:9.  
 

 [By his heavenly gifts the Lord has made ample provision for his people. An 
earthly parent can not give his child a sanctified character. He can not 
transfer his character to his child. God alone can transform us. Christ 
breathed on his disciples, and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." This is the 
great gift of heaven. Christ imparted to them through the Spirit his own 
sanctification. He imbued them with his power, that they might win 
souls to the gospel. Henceforth Christ would live through their faculties, 
and speak through their words. They were privileged to know that 
hereafter he and they were to be one. They must cherish his principles 
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and be controlled by his Spirit. They were no longer to follow their own 
way, to speak their own words. The words they spoke were to proceed 
from a sanctified heart, and fall from sanctified lips. No longer were they 
to live their own selfish life; Christ was to live in them and speak through 
them. He would give to them the glory that he had with the Father, that 
he and they might be one in God.  {GCB, October 1, 1899 par. 12} 
 

 Do not, I beg of you, sink down into a faithless position. Arise and shine, 
for the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. Believe, believe without a doubt 
that God hears your prayers. If you feel weak and unworthy, He is your 
strength. The Word is abundant in promises from God to us, and the Spirit 
helps our infirmities to plead these promises. The Word shows the way, 
the Spirit helps us to walk in it. You need to cling to the Lord with all your 
might. The Word is the seed of the Spirit, and the Spirit is the quickening 
power. Be firm, and full of faith and trust in God. {Lt92-1896} 
 

 Romans 10:17: So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. 

 
The word of God is the platform, the spirit is the WiFi transmitter between heaven 
and earth, when the two are in sync, no power of Satan can break the bond 
between Christ and a believer. The will of the believer has become the will of his 
Maker, Christ is formed within and the word becomes the personality {CE 97.1} 
because are feeding on the personality [flesh and blood] of Christ in whom the 
personality of the father is brought to us. 
 

 The gospel of Christ becomes personality in those who believe, and makes 
them living epistles, known and read of all men. In this way the leaven of 
godliness passes into the multitude. The heavenly intelligences are able to 
discern the true elements of greatness in character; for only goodness is 
esteemed as efficiency with God.  {RH, December 15, 1891 par. 9}   

 
Before Christ’s death and ascension we find that his spirit was in those that spoke: 
 
1Peter 

 1:11: Searching what, or what manner of time the SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
WHICH WAS IN THEM did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 

 
Yet we are told that the spirit had not been send!!! 
 
John  

 7:38, 39: He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, OUT OF HIS 
[as referring to Christ – Deuteronomy 32:1, 2 Psalms 36:8, 9; Isaiah 12:3, 
44:3; Joel 2:23, John 4:14 and as referring to those who receive him - 
Proverbs 10:11, 18:4, 20:5] belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this 
spake he OF THE SPIRIT, which they that believe on him should receive: for 
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the HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET GIVEN; because that JESUS WAS NOT YET 
GLORIFIED.) 

 
And Christ promises the Father will send it 
 
John  

 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another G243 

Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  
 
G243 
α ̓Zλλος 

allos 
al'-los 
 
A primary word; “ELSE”, that is, DIFFERENT (in many applications): - more, one 
(ANOTHER), (an-, some an-) OTHER (-s, -wise). 
 
What is this spirit that was not YET GIVEN that is called ANOTHER, ELSE, 
DIFFERENT and OTHER that had to wait for the glorification?  
 
The Messenger says: 
 

 During His humiliation upon this earth, the SPIRIT HAD NOT DESCENDED 
WITH ALL ITS EFFICACY; and Christ declared that if He went not away, it 
would not come, but that if He went away, He would send it. It was a 
representation of Himself, and after He was glorified it was manifest.  
{ST, May 17, 1899 par. 3} 

 
Before the life of Christ as a human, the spirit was IN FULLNESS OF THE 
GODHEAD flowing from the Father to the Son and then to all his creation [DA 
21.2] but after partaking of humanity, The Father sheds forth his spirit and it has 
to blend with the EFFICACY of the God-Man; Jesus Christ. Christ became the Son 
of God in a NEW SENSE by partaking humanity, the spirit becomes AL’-LOS, 
ANOTHER, ELSE, DIFFERENT, and OTHER, by blending with the EFFICACY of the 
God-Man. This is the spirit of God and Christ in a DISTINCT PERSONALITY, the 
spirit in a NEW SENSE commonly referred to as The Spirit of God and the Spirit of 
Christ [Romans 8:9]. This is the PROMISE send after ascension to our hearts when 
we become sons and daughters of God [Acts 2:33, Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6, 
and Titus 3: 5, 6]. 
 
A Distinct Personality 
 

1. The Father IS ALL THE FULLNESS of the divinity bodily 
2. The Son IS ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE DIVINITY MANIFESTED [blended 

with humanity] 
3. Their Spirit is IN all the fullness of the divinity without a form and stripped 

of humanity. The divinity of the Father shed through the son hence divinity 
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blending with efficacious human experience and coming to us in a 
mysterious DISTINCT PERSONALITY. 

 
The Holy Spirit is not angels and it's not words, these are just mechanisms used 
to stream it. 
 
GOD'S spirit of life comes to the believing child of God in various ways - ways 
perhaps of which poor humans know nothing. Of these we are not speculating. 
We wish to note tire most common ways in which God bestows His Spirit. 
 

1. God must impart directly to the new-born child in Christ Jesus the 
constant life of the Spirit which gave it birth. He bestows that Spirit 
upon him, not as a segment cut off from the life of God, but as a 
constant life current connecting the human with the "Fountain of, Life." 
"If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." Rom. 8:9. 
 

2. He imparts that Spirit through His living Word; for as Jesus declares, "The 
words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life." John 
6:63. "By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of 
them by the breath [Spirit] of His mouth." This scripture shows how clearly 
impossible it is to separate the two. He who feeds upon God's Word feeds 
upon His life. "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword." Hebrew. 4:12. This two edged sword is  the 
“sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: [Ephesians 6:17] 
 

3. By angelic ministry God bestows His Spirit. Upon His shining messengers 
God places His Spirit, fills them with its power, and sends them forth to 
impart that Spirit to those fitted and willing to receive it. But Spirit-filled 
and Spirit-panoplied though they come, the angels are not the Spirit of 
God they bear that glory [DA 779.2]. For even so God sends forth His earthly 
messengers Spirit-clothed and Spirit-filled to minister of His power and His 
goodness to others. But the Spirit of God is before the messenger and above 
the messenger. The messengers are but channels through which God's life 
flows to the thirsty and needy. [Hebrew 1:7, 14] 

 
Have we been somehow echoing the same sentiments that Dr. Kellog was and 
claiming to be saying what EGW said yet teaching subtle panentheism or are we 
on the right platform!? Let us try to examine this issue 
 

“Fathers and mothers, teach your children of the wonder-working power 
of God. His power is manifest in every plant, in every tree that bears fruit. 
Take the children into the garden and explain to them how He causes the 
seed to grow. The farmer plows his land and sows the seed, but he cannot 
make the seed grow. He must depend upon God to do that which no human 
power can do. The Lord puts His own Spirit into the seed, causing it to 
spring into life. Under His care the germ breaks through the case enclosing 
it and springs up to develop and bear fruit.” {8T 326.4} 
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“Upon all created things is seen the impress of the Deity. Nature testifies 
of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
mystery of the universe, cannot but recognize the working of infinite 
power. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A mysterious life 
pervades all nature--a life that sustains the unnumbered worlds 
throughout immensity, that lives in the insect atom which floats in the 
summer breeze, that wings the flight of the swallow and feeds the young 
ravens which cry, that brings the bud to blossom and the flower to fruit. {Ed 
99.1}  
 
The same power that upholds nature, is working also in man. The same 
great laws that guide alike the star and the atom control human life. The 
laws that govern the heart's action, regulating the flow of the current of life 
to the body, are the laws of the mighty Intelligence that has the jurisdiction 
of the soul. From Him all life proceeds. Only in harmony with Him can be 
found its true sphere of action. For all the objects of His creation the 
condition is the same--a life sustained by receiving the life of God, a life 
exercised in harmony with the Creator's will. To transgress His law, 
physical, mental, or moral, is to place one's self out of harmony with the 
universe, to introduce discord, anarchy, ruin.” {Ed 99.2}  
 
“Nature is a power, but the God of nature is unlimited in power. His works 
interpret his character. Those who judge him from his handiworks, and not 
from the suppositions of great men, will see his presence in everything. 
They behold his smile in the glad sunshine, and his love and care for man 
in the rich fields of autumn. Even the adornments of the earth, as seen in 
the grass of living green, the lovely flowers of every hue, and the lofty and 
varied trees of the forest, testify to the tender, fatherly care of our God, and 
to his desire to make his children happy.”--S. of T., 1884, No. 11. {HL 285.1} 
 

(What should remain to our understanding is that man has intelligence to receive 
that spirit actuated by acceptance of the word of God but nature is in obedience 
to it because it doesn’t have a will, refer John 14;15, 16, 21, 23, Ephesians 1:13 a 
direct correlation with Isaiah 8:16) 

 
It is good to understand the word "person" and the word "presence" SO THAT WE 
MAY UNDERSTAND WHO DWELLS IN US AND HOW because these words have 
several variations 

 
THE LIFE OF CHRIST that gives life to the world IS IN HIS WORD. It was by 
His word that Jesus healed disease and cast out demons; by His word He 
stilled the sea, and raised the dead; and the people bore witness that His 
word was with power. He spoke the word of God, as He had spoken through 
all the prophets and teachers of the Old Testament. THE WHOLE BIBLE IS 
A MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST, and the Saviour desired to fix the faith of 
His followers on the word. WHEN HIS VISIBLE PRESENCE SHOULD BE 
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WITHDRAWN, THE WORD MUST BE THEIR SOURCE OF POWER. Like their 
Master, they were to live "by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God." Matthew 4:4. {DA 390.3}  
 
WHEN HIS WORDS OF INSTRUCTION HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, and have 
TAKEN POSSESSION of us, JESUS IS TO US AN ABIDING PRESENCE, 
CONTROLLING OUR THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS. We are imbued with the 
instruction of the greatest Teacher the world ever knew. A sense of human 
accountability and the value of human influence gives character to our 
views of life and of daily duties. Jesus Christ is everything to us,--the first, 
the last, the best in everything. Jesus Christ, his Spirit and character, colors 
everything; it is the warp and the woof, the very texture of our entire being. 
THE WORDS OF CHRIST ARE SPIRIT AND LIFE. We can not then center our 
thoughts upon self; it is no more we that live, but Christ that liveth in us, 
and he is the hope of glory. Self is dead, but Christ is a living Saviour. 
Continuing to look unto Jesus, we reflect his image to all around us. We can 
not stop to consider our disappointments, or even to talk of them; for a 
more pleasant picture attracts our sight,--the precious love of Jesus. HE 
DWELLS IN US BY THE WORD OF TRUTH. {ST, September 3, 1896 par. 6}   
 
What said Christ to the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well? "If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water." 
"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." 
THE WATER TO WHICH CHRIST REFERRED WAS THE REVELATION OF HIS 
GRACE IN HIS WORD. HIS SPIRIT, HIS TEACHING, HIS LOVE is as a 
satisfying fountain to every soul. Every other source to which men resort 
proves unsatisfying; but the word of truth is as cool streams, represented 
as the waters of Lebanon, which are always satisfying. In Christ is fulness 
of joy forevermore. The pleasures and amusements of the world are never 
satisfying, or healing to the soul. But Jesus says, "Whosoever eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood hath eternal life." {ST, September 3, 1896 par. 7}  
 
CHRIST'S GRACIOUS PRESENCE IN HIS WORD ever speaks to the soul, 
representing him as the well of living water to refresh the thirsting. It is our 
privilege to have A LIVING, ABIDING SAVIOUR. He is the source of spiritual 
power in us, and his influence will flow forth in words and actions that will 
refresh all within the sphere of our influence, begetting in them desires and 
aspirations for strength and purity, for holiness and peace, for that joy 
which brings no sorrow with it. Such an experience will be the result of 
having Christ as an indwelling Saviour. *ST, September 3, 1896) 
 
It is THE PRESENCE OF JESUS that is needed in our assemblies, to make the 
preaching of the word effectual to the salvation of souls. Preaching, in itself, 
has no natural power to renew the heart, and yet this is the object of 
preaching. It is THE DIVINE INFLUENCE ACCOMPANYING THE WORD, that 
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brings souls in penitence to the foot of the cross. O that Christ's 
ambassadors would feel their need of Jesus, that their preaching might not 
be in vain, nor their ministry unsuccessful. When the minister hears the 
voice of the great Shepherd saying, "Lo, I am with you alway," he works AS 
IF IN THE PRESENCE OF JESUS; and out of weakness he is made strong. 
The word becomes quick and powerful, and, IN PROPORTION AS FAITH 
APPRECIATES THE DIVINE PRESENCE, and honors it, and trusts it, the 
preaching is in the demonstration of the Spirit and with power. {RH, 
September 4, 1888 par. 12}  
 
We are to open the Word of God with reverence, with a sincere desire to 
know the will of God concerning us. Then the heavenly angels will direct our 
search. GOD SPEAKS TO US OUT OF HIS WORD. WE ARE IN THE 
AUDIENCE-CHAMBER OF THE MOST HIGH, IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF 
GOD. CHRIST ENTERS THE HEART. The Holy Spirit takes of the things of 
God and shows them to us. We see more clearly the greatness of God's love 
and the fulness of His salvation. We appreciate more fully His gracious 
design to make us partners in the heavenly firm. We are drawn into full 
sympathy with the plans of God. His secret is with us, and He shows us His 
covenant. (ST, June 26, 1901) 
 
Every true searcher of the Word lifts his heart to God, imploring the aid of 
the Spirit. And he soon discovers that which carried him above all the 
fictitious statements of the would-be teacher, whose weak, tottering theories 
are not sustained by the Word of the living God. These theories were 
invented by men who had not learned the first great lesson, THAT GOD’S 
SPIRIT AND LIFE ARE IN HIS WORD. If they had received in the heart the, 
they would see how tame and expressionless are all efforts to get something 
new to create a sensation. They need to learn ETERNAL ELEMENT 
CONTAINED IN THE WORD OF GOD the very first principles of the Word of 
God; they would then have the word of life for the people, who will soon 
distinguish the chaff from the wheat, for Jesus left His promise with His 
disciples.—Letter 132, 1900. {2SM 39.2} 
 
As our physical life is sustained by food, so our spiritual life is sustained by 
the word of God. And every soul is to receive life from God’s word for 
himself. As we must eat for ourselves in order to receive nourishment, so 
we must receive the word for ourselves. We are not to obtain it merely 
through the medium of another’s mind. We should carefully study the Bible, 
asking God for the aid of the Holy Spirit, that we may understand His word. 
We should take one verse, and concentrate the mind on the task of 
ascertaining the thought which God has put in that verse for us. We should 
dwell upon the thought until it becomes our own, and we know “what saith 
the Lord.” {DA 390.4} 
 

If the Spirit that is in the plant is the spirit in man, are we not in a dangerous 
position to say that some intelligent part of the Godhead lives in us! How will it 
be different in saying the same intelligent entity lives in plants and escape the 
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accusation of pantheism? But lest I be accused of saying the same spirit in the 
plant is the same spirit in the converted heart, I’ll like to say this: in a sense, it is 
the same Spirit of God but in the plant context we are talking about an energy or 
Law of nature holding everything together. In the conscience of a converted man, 
the Spirit is that mysterious spiritual divine power possessing and bringing the 
distinct personality of the Father and the Son but the unconverted man doesn't 
have the Spirit in the conscience since the Father and the Son are unwelcomed 
visitor still at the door of the heart knocking, God does not dwell in a sinner, it’s 
the enemy that dwells there. What do we mean by personality on a basic level? It’s 
the personal identity, the character of an individual, the very soul his of life, having 
individuality of features. It is the same Spirit however, I don't believe our 
conscience is being worked by an energy. I would say it’s more of an influence. So 
yes same Spirit, but different functions just like there are different gifts but same 
Spirit. God is not recreating our mind the exact same way He creates a tree. The 
tree has no choice but to appear; an energy is doing something. Our mind has a 
choice to reject the influence from taking hold of us. This is the same spirit power 
but working on different levels or doing a different work. God is using divine 
power to create things. In us He is using spiritual influence to create a new heart 
in us; same divine power yet functioning differently according to what is being 
worked on.  
 

The only safety for any of us is to plant our feet upon the Word of God and 
study the Scriptures, making God's Word our constant meditation. Tell the 
people to take no man's word regarding the Testimonies but to read them 
and study them for themselves, then they will know that they are in 
harmony with the truth. The Word of God is the truth. Of a good man the 
psalmist declares, "His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth 
he meditate day and night." He who puts mind and heart into this work 
gains a solid, valuable experience. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IN THE WORD OF 
GOD. Here is the living, undying element so DISTINCTLY REPRESENTED IN 
THE SIXTH CHAPTER OF JOHN. [John 6:53-57, 63, quoted.] MUCH IS 
BEING SAID REGARDING THE IMPARTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and 
by some this is being so interpreted that it is an injury to the churches. 
ETERNAL LIFE IS THE RECEIVING OF THE LIVING ELEMENTS IN THE 
SCRIPTURES AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD. This is eating the flesh and 
drinking the blood of the Son of God. To those who do this, life and 
immortality are brought to light through the gospel, for GOD'S WORD IS 
VERITY AND TRUTH, SPIRIT AND LIFE. It is the privilege of all who believe 
in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour to feed on the Word of God. The 
Holy Spirit's influence renders that Word, the Bible, an immortal truth, 
which to the prayerful searcher gives spiritual sinew and muscle. "Search 
the Scriptures," Christ declared, "for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of Me." Those who dig beneath the surface 
discover the hidden gems of truth. The Holy Spirit is present with the earnest 
searcher. Its illumination shines upon the Word, stamping the truth upon 
the mind with a new, fresh importance. The searcher is filled with a sense 
of peace and joy never before felt. The preciousness of truth is realized as 
never before. A new, heavenly light shines upon the Word, illuminating it as 
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though every letter were tinged with gold. God Himself has spoken to the 
mind and heart, making the Word spirit and life. Every true searcher of the 
Word lifts his heart to God, imploring the aid of the Spirit. And he soon 
discovers that which carries him above all the fictitious statements of the 
would-be teacher, whose weak, tottering theories are not sustained by the 
Word of the living God. These theories were invented by men who had not 
learned the first great lesson, that God's Spirit and life are in His Word. If 
they had received in the heart the eternal element contained in the Word of 
God, they would see how tame and expressionless are all efforts to get 
something new to create a sensation. They need to learn the very first 
principles of the Word of God; they would then have the Word of life for the 
people, who will soon distinguish the chaff from the wheat, for Jesus left His 
promise with His disciples. Just before His crucifixion one of His disciples 
asked Him the question, "How is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us 
and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love 
Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth Me not keepeth not 
My sayings, and the word which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's which 
sent Me. These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" [John 14:22-27]. These words are 
not half comprehended by individuals, by families, or by church members, 
to whom and through whom, as His family, God would represent pure, 
unadulterated truth, which, if received and properly digested, brings 
eternal life. Let us believe the Word. He who thus eats the bread of heaven 
is nourished every day, and will know what these words mean, "Need not 
that any man teach you" [1 John 2:27]. We have lessons pure from the lips 
of Him who owns us, who has bought us with the price of His own blood. 
The precious Word of God is a solid foundation upon which to build. When 
men come to you with their supposed suppositions, tell them that the Great 
Teacher has left you His Word, which is of incalculable value, that He has 
sent a Comforter in His own name, even the Holy Ghost. "He shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you." "I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any 
man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is 
My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." Here is presented before 
us a rich banquet, of which all who believe in Christ as a personal Saviour 
may eat. He is the tree of life to all who continue to feed on Him. I am 
instructed to ask those who profess to receive Christ as their personal 
Saviour, Why do you pass by the words of the Great Teacher, and send your 
letters to human beings for words of comfort? Why do you rely upon human 
help when you have the large, full, grand promises, "He that eateth My flesh, 
and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him. ... This is that bread 
which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 
dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live forever"? He may die, yet the life 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

105 
 
 

of Christ in him is eternal, and he will be raised up at the last day. "It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." (Letter 132, Oct. 10, 1900, to 
Elder and Mrs. S. N. Haskell) 
 
“The Word of God is open to all. Those who study this Word, asking the Lord 
for wisdom, will become wise unto salvation. Those who refuse to do this, 
who turn from the Bible and from books which make Bible truth easy to be 
understood, take responsibility of their course upon themselves. ‘Sin lieth 
at the door.’  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and, like its Author, 
is perfect. He who breathed into man the breath of life, and made him 
a living soul, has also breathed into His Word the breath of life. It is a 
lifegiving power. ‘The word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.’ ” {Lt29-1900 (February 17, 1900) par. 17} 
 
“God’s people throughout the world are to become one in interested action. 
We must eat the breath of life, the Word of the living God.” {Lt12-1900 
(February 5, 1900) par. 4} 
 
“It required nothing less than creative power to restore health to that 
decaying body. The same voice that spoke life to man created from the 
dust of the earth, had spoken life to the dying paralytic. And the same 
power that gave life to the body had renewed the heart. He who at 
creation "spake, and it was," who "commanded, and it stood fast" (Psalm 
33:9), had spoken life to the soul dead in trespasses and sins. The 
healing of the body was an evidence of the power that had renewed the 
heart. Christ bade the paralytic arise and walk, "that ye may know," He 
said, "that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins."  {MH 77.2} 
 
“The word of God is the seed. Every seed has in itself a germinating 
principle. In it the life of the plant is enfolded. So there is life in God's 
word.  Christ says, ‘The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and 
they are life’ (John 6:63). ‘He that heareth My word, and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life’ (John 5:24). In every command 
and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of 
God, by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He 
who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character 
of God.”  {COL 38.1}   
 
“Every seed brings forth fruit after its kind.  Sow the seed under right 
conditions, and it will develop its own life in the plant. Receive into the soul 
by faith the incorruptible seed of the word, and it will bring forth a 
character and a life after the similitude of the character and the life of 
God.”  {COL 38.2} 
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“The word of God--the truth--is the channel through which the Lord 
manifests His Spirit and power. Obedience to the word produces fruit of 
the required quality--‘unfeigned love of the brethren.’ This love is 
heaven-born and leads to high motives and unselfish actions.” {AA 519.3} 
 
“Fill the whole heart with the words of God. They are the living water, 
quenching your burning thirst. They are the living bread from heaven. 
Jesus declares, 'Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you.' [John 6:53.] And he explains himself by saying, 
'The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.' [John 
6:63.] Our bodies are built up from what we eat and drink; and as in the 
natural economy, so in the spiritual economy, it is what we meditate 
upon that will give tone and strength to our spiritual nature.”  {CE 57.1} 
 
“ ‘Herein is My Father glorified,’ said Jesus, ‘that ye bear much fruit.’ God 
desires to manifest through you the holiness, the benevolence, the 
compassion, of His own character. Yet the Saviour does not bid the disciples 
labor to bear fruit. He tells them to abide in Him. ‘If ye abide in Me,’ He 
says, ‘and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you.’ It is through the word that Christ abides in His followers. 
This is the same vital union that is represented by eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood. The words of Christ are spirit and life. Receiving 
them, you receive the life of the Vine. You live ‘by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’  (Matthew 4:4). The life of Christ in 
you produces the same fruits as in Him. Living in Christ, adhering to 
Christ, supported by Christ, drawing nourishment from Christ, you bear 
fruit after the similitude of Christ.”  {DA 677.1}   
 
“The woman had come for water, and she heard of the water of life. She 
had been convinced of sin, and believed on Jesus Christ. Thus is the holy oil 
is emptied by the holy messengers, represented by the two olive trees, into 
the golden tubes, and from thence into the golden bowls. The emptying 
process goes on, from the receiving of the golden oil, to the 
communicating of the same to others. Words are spoken; the 
unconscious influences that surround the soul are felt, although no words 
are designedly spoken. A word may be often spoken that will be as seed 
sown. The presentation of a tract or a paper may carry impressions to 
hearts, and the result is that the reader or hearer thirsts for the water of 
life.” {Lt48-1897 (January 21, 1897) par. 8} 
 
“Wonderful is the work which God designs to accomplish through His 
servants, that His name may be glorified. God made Joseph a fountain of 
life to the Egyptian nation. Through Joseph the life of that whole people was 
preserved. Through Daniel God saved the life of all the wise men of Babylon. 
And these deliverances were as object lessons; they illustrated to the people 
the spiritual blessings offered them through connection with the God whom 
Joseph and Daniel worshiped. So through His people today God desires to 
bring blessings to the world. Every worker in whose heart Christ abides, 
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everyone who will show forth His love to the world, is a worker together with 
God for the blessing of humanity. As he receives from the Saviour grace 
to impart to others, from his whole being flows forth the tide of spiritual 
life. Christ came as the Great Physician to heal the wounds that sin has 
made in the human family, and His Spirit, working through His servants, 
imparts to sin-sick, suffering human beings a mighty healing power that is 
efficacious for the body and the soul. "In that day," says the Scripture, "there 
shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." Zechariah 13:1. The waters of this 
fountain contain medicinal properties that will heal both physical and 
spiritual infirmities.  {CH 209.2} 
 
“The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, in Christ's name. He personifies Christ, 
yet is a distinct personality.”  {20MR 324.2}  1893 

 
In the context above the Holy Spirit is said to be a “distinct personality”. Distinct 
from who? The context clearly suggests that He is distinct from Christ. Also you 
cannot “personify” yourself. The above quote by the way is the oldest quote in 
Ellen’s Writings to use personality language in the context of the Holy Spirit. This 
is one of those quotes where Trinitarians easily see non-Trinitarians are 
misrepresenting the truth when they claim the Holy Spirit is really the ghost of 
Jesus. 
 
In the beginning was Eve, and Eve was with Adam and Eve was Adam. Is Eve the 
person of Adam? No, she is clearly not the person of Adam yet she is “called Adam” 
because of her nature. This is the same for God and His Son. The Holy Spirit is 
truly Christ in nature but not in personality when it comes to the Spirit in your 
heart. It is Christ’s divine nature we receive through His spoken word that comes 
from Himself which He inherited from His Father.  In this way we have both the 
Father and Son as we have their divine nature within our hearts produced by the 
word of God. This life given in the word forms Christ within but it functions in the 
human body as a “distinct personality”. The personality of Jesus is in Heaven with 
the personality of God but we are given the personality of the Holy Spirit through 
the word. Jesus has the “life of God” in Him yet Jesus is a distinct personality, and 
so it is with the Spirit as the Spirit is the “life of Christ and God” but is a distinct 
personality: 

 
“Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high:” 
(Heb. 1:3) 
 
“The youth need to understand the deep truth underlying the Bible 
statement that with God ‘is the fountain of life.’ Not only is He the 
originator of all, but He is the life of everything that lives. It is His life 
that we receive in the sunshine, in the pure, sweet air, in the food which 
builds up our bodies and sustains our strength. It is by His life that we 
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exist, hour by hour, moment by moment. Except as perverted by sin, all 
His gifts tend to life, to health and joy.”  {FLB 164.3 Ellen White} 
 
“Our condition through sin has become preternatural, and the power that 
restores us must be supernatural, else it has no value. There is but one 
power that can break the hold of evil from the hearts of men, and that is 
the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only through the blood of the Crucified 
One is there cleansing from sin. His grace alone can enable us to resist and 
subdue the tendencies of our fallen nature”  {8T 291.3} 

 
“Thus I worked and suffered in my girlhood. And all through my life I have 
had the same errors to meet, though not always in the same form. In 
Living Temple the assertion is made that God is in the flower, in the leaf, in 
the sinner. But God does not live in the sinner. The Word declares that He 
abides only in the hearts of those who love Him and do righteousness. 
God does not abide in the heart of the sinner; it is the enemy who abides 
there.”  {1SAT 343.1} 
 
“Forty-five years ago, when I commenced my labors, we met many 
erroneous doctrines. One and another would say, "I have the truth, because 
my feelings tell me so." Others declared that they were led of the Spirit; but 
there are two spirits in the world,--the Spirit of God and the spirit of 
Satan.” {ST, November 24, 1887 par. 7} 

 
Now notice how these two spirits operate: 
 

“The spirit of Satan works through wicked men to carry on his schemes for 
the ruin of souls.”  {ST, April 21, 1890 par. 4} 
 
“The Spirit of God works in the believer's soul, enabling him to advance 
from one line of obedience to another, reaching on from strength to greater 
strength, from grace to grace in Jesus Christ.”  {1SM 374.2} 

 
Notice what Satan can do through his spirit: 
 

“There are many dreams arising from the common things of life with which 
the Spirit of God has nothing to do. ‘There are also false dreams, as well 
as false visions, which are inspired by the spirit of Satan. But dreams 
from the Lord are classed in the word of God with visions and are as truly 
the fruits of the spirit of prophecy as visions. Such dreams, taking into the 
account the persons who have them, and the circumstances under which 
they are given, contain their own proofs of their genuineness.’ ”[VOL. 1, P. 
569 (1867).]  {5T 658.5} 
 
“I saw that Satan was working through agents in a number of ways. He was 
at work through ministers who have rejected the truth and are given over 
to strong delusions to believe a lie that they might be damned. While 
they were preaching or praying, some would fall prostrate and helpless, not 
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by the power of the Holy Ghost, but by the power of Satan breathed upon 
these agents, and through them to the people. While preaching, praying, 
or conversing, some professed Adventists who had rejected present truth 
used mesmerism to gain adherents, and the people would rejoice in this 
influence, for they thought it was the Holy Ghost. Some even that used it 
were so far in the darkness and deception of the devil that they thought it 
was the power of God, given them to exercise. They had made God 
altogether such a one as themselves and had valued His power as a thing 
of nought.”  {EW 43.4} 
 

Of course John says that Christ “breathed” the Holy Spirit on His disciples after the 
resurrection. Notice this parallel: 
 

“Then Jesus shewed me the difference between faith and feeling. And I saw 
those who rose up with Jesus send up their faith to Jesus in the Holiest, and 
praying, Father give us thy spirit. Then Jesus would breathe on them the 
Holy Ghost. In the breath was light, power and much love, joy and peace. 
Then I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne. 
They did not know that Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne 
trying to carry on the work of God. I saw them look up to the throne and 
pray, My Father give us thy spirit. Then Satan would breathe on them 
an unholy influence. In it there was light and much power, but no sweet 
love, joy and peace. Satan's object was to keep them deceived and to draw 
back and deceive God's children. I saw one after another leave the 
company who were praying to Jesus in the Holiest, go and join those before 
the throne and they at once received the unholy influence of Satan.”  {DS, 
March 14, 1846 par. 1} 
 
“God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;25 Neither is 
worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;26 And hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation;27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:28 For in him 
we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets 
have said, For we are also his offspring.” (Acts 17:24-28) 
 

Just as Psalms 139 says we see here that the Spirit and God’s presence are one 
and the same. 
 

“The psalmist represents the presence of the Infinite One as pervading 
the universe. "If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there." [Psalm 139:8.] We can never find a solitude 
where God is not. The ever watchful eye of Omniscience is upon all our 
works, and although He can marshal the armies of heaven to do His will, 
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He condescends to accept the services of frail, erring mortals (ST July 14, 
1881).”  {3BC 1153.13} 
 

In the above we can see why God’s presence pervades the universe, because His 
“ever watchful eye of Omniscience is upon all our works”. So in this we understand 
that God is able to see and act through all of His creation.  To see the logical 
outcome of your personal belief all you have to do is substitute “presence” with 
your concept of the Holy Spirit: 
 

“The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 14From 
the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.” 
(Psalm 33:13-14) 

 
God doesn’t need another God to do this for Him nor does He need to leave His 
body in order to do these things. More on God’s “Presence”: 
 

“The heart not yet hardened by contact with evil is quick to recognize the 
Presence that pervades all created things. The ear as yet undulled by the 
world's clamor is attentive to the Voice that speaks through nature's 
utterances.” {Ed 100.2} 

 
Interesting that nature is said to have a voice because God’s presence “pervades 
all created things.” This makes perfect sense since God created all things by His 
word and this word contains His Spirit/life/power. Nature would thus have a voice 
for its Creator that we may hear if we are in tune with God. Nature testifies of God. 
If God has created a new heart in us through His word, we will testify of God.  

 
“Many teach that matter possesses vital power. They hold that certain 
properties are imparted to matter, and it is then left to act through its own 
inherent power; and that the operations of nature are carried on in 
harmony with fixed laws, that God himself cannot interfere with. This is 
false science, and is sustained by nothing in the word of God. Nature is not 
self-acting; she is the servant of her Creator. God does not annul his laws 
nor work contrary to them; but he is continually using them as his 
instruments. Nature testifies of an intelligence, a presence, an active 
agency, that works in, and through, and above her laws. There is in 
nature the continual working of the Father and the Son. Said Christ, ‘My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.’ ”  {HL 290.1}   
 

In the above we can see that nature does not sustain itself but rather God 
continually sustains nature by the “word of His power”: 
 

“God has finished his creative work, but his energy is still exerted in 
upholding the objects of his creation. It is not because the mechanism 
that was once been set in motion continues its work by its own inherent 
energy that the pulse beats, and breath follows breath; but every breath, 
every pulsation of the heart, is an evidence of the all-pervading care of 
Him in whom we live and have our being. It is not because of inherent 
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power that year by year the earth produces her bounties, and continues her 
motion around the sun. The hand of God guides the planets, and keeps them 
in position in their orderly march through the heavens. It is through his 
power that vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear and the flowers 
bloom. His word controls the elements, and by him the valleys are made 
fruitful. He covers the heavens with clouds, and prepares rain for the earth; 
he ‘maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.’ ‘He giveth snow like wool; 
he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.’ ‘When he uttereth his voice, there 
is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth 
forth the wind out of his treasures.’ ”--S. of T., 1884, No. 12.  {HL 290.2}   
 
The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of 
inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand 
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy beings, all 
waiting to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active 
communication with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is 
everywhere present. Through the agency of His Spirit and His angels He 
ministers to the children of men.”  {MH 417.2}   

 
Anytime we take God’s all-pervading presence and power and attach to it the 
meaning of His omniscient mind being everywhere we are putting God in the 
“place of the things of His creation,” and we are making Him an “essence.”  The 
same is true in the Trinitarian views. Don’t even come close to making God an 
essence, not one step, and the only way you can do this is by leaving God “in 
Heaven, in His body”. 
 

“The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of 
God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; 
accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it the life of the 
Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the image 
of God.” (Ed, p. 126) 
 

Non-Trinitarians have always known the Trinity doctrine is a pantheistic teaching 
yet because some don’t understand the cause of pantheism they fall for the same 
deception. Rejecting that the Spirit is in the word of God but it’s some literal 
disembodied part of God is the foundation to spiritualism and panentheism. 
 
In a sinner the spirit is just in him as a physical sustainer of life and not in his 
heart as the life of Christ converting the soul. So yea the sinner has a spirit but 
not working on his heart 
 
Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
That's why EGW says God does not dwell in the heart of a sinner 
 

 God and Christ are the source of the Holy Spirit, hence the terms “Spirit of 
God and Spirit of Christ. 
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 Christ breathed (spoke) the Holy Spirit into all created angels as well as 
Adam. These angels continually behold God and Christ constantly drinking 
from the river of life, the word of God. These angels bring the Holy Spirit to 
earth via Jacob’s ladder. They continually minister the word (seed) to 
humanity. 

 We receive the Holy Spirit within our heart by faith in God’s word. The word 
is a seed that contains the Holy Spirit. When unlocked by faith the Spirit is 
formed within the soul. We are to minister the Holy Spirit to the world. 

 Every atom created by the word of God is held together by the Spirit which 
is the power of God. This same power is the personality of the Holy Spirit in 
humans once a new heart is created by the word. 

 The Holy Spirit is an influence that emanates from God and Christ as the 
source and emanates from angels and humans as channels. 

 
“The Holy Spirit is the spiritual life and power in the word of God that created and 
sustains every atom as well as being the divine influence in saints and good 
angels”. Brethren, the divinity of Christ is ours through the life and power of His 
word.  

“Thoughts of this order have a controlling power on our character. O, that 
every Christian might realize that he has a divine Companion with him 
always! ‘And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.’ As the mind 
dwells upon Christ, the character is moulded after the divine similitude. 
The thoughts are pervaded with a sense of his goodness, his love. We 
contemplate his character, and thus he is in all our thoughts. His love 
incloses us. If we gaze even for a moment upon the sun in its meridian glory, 
when we turn away our eyes, the image of the sun will appear in everything 
upon which we look. Thus it is when we behold Jesus; everything we look 
upon reflects his image, the Sun of Righteousness. We can not see anything 
else, or talk of anything else. His image is imprinted upon the eye of the 
soul, and affects every portion of our daily life, softening and subduing our 
whole nature. By beholding, we are conformed to the divine similitude, 
even to the likeness of Christ. To all with whom we associate, we reflect 
the bright and cheerful beams of his righteousness. We have become 
transformed in character; for heart, soul, mind, are irradiated by the light 
of Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us. Here again there is a 
realization of a personal, living influence dwelling in our hearts by faith.”  
{ST, September 3, 1896 par. 5}   

 
Conclusively 

1. Having a part of Christ literally in us will mean having his omniscience. It 
will mean we will not have to learn anything because we will have known 
everything. Let everyone decide for themselves about such a matter. 

 
2. Christ being in the Father and Father being in Christ is the only way to 

unlock how they dwell in us, an interpretation contrary to this will not be 
genuine and this is the place I part with other MANY because the way the 
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Trio statements are misapplied with Trinitarians, SOME Non-Trinitarians 
fail to distinguish how the Spirit is or is not a part of Christ. 

 
3. God the Father = "Fullness of the Godhead BODILY" 

Christ the Son = "Fullness of the Godhead MANIFESTED" 
The Spirit = "IN all the Fullness of the Godhead" - that is, it is something that 
originates "IN" the Father and Son. This Spirit is the sum total of Their 
Omniscience + Their Omnipotence. It flows out to all creation THROUGH THE 
WORD. This is established over and over again.  

 
It’s then inevitable that if the Holy Spirit is not a part of the Father and the Son, 
then is something emanating from them IN fullness of the Godhead. 
 
Since every seed has its germinating principle, the underlying issue then is, the 
Holy Spirit is the germinating principle of God’s word, THE LIFE THAT WAS PUT IN 
THE WORD BY THE FATHER but not the word itself. TWO ENTITIES YET 
INTRINSICALLY INSEPARABLE 
 

4. Going by the example of the blood transfusion as Ellen White uses the word 
transfusion, then we can securely conclude that, just as the blood of the 
donor does not equate to the donor living in the receiver, if the Holy Spirit 
is given in such a way, there is no way a person can escape the reality that 
Christ has given us something that has origin in him yet not part of him. 
This truth cuts both ways to the Trinitarians and some Non-Trinitarians. 
While Trinitarians claim a third God lives in them, some Non-Trinitarians 
will exclaim a part of God lives in them called The Holy Spirit whereas the 
reality is in the middle. 

 
The Power of Incarnation and Re-birth 
 
It will be great to see how at last this will lead to the worship of true God and the 
whole atonement understanding. 
 
The Psalmist notes in 119:11: Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee and 1John 2:13: I write unto you, young men, because ye have 
overcome the wicked one. 14: I have written unto you, young men, because ye 
are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one. [Sin could only be overcome by the third person of the Godhead who 
would come with no modified energy] 
 
The incarnation and resurrection of Jesus Christ is another instance we see the 
mysteries of the spirit and how it is linked with the glory of the father. For Christ 
to be born the power of the most high had to overshadow Mary; [Luke 1:35: And 
the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. It is the divinity of God 
that makes Christ the Son of God but when the divinity and humanity blended with 
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the humanity when Christ became a fetus in Mary’s womb is still a mystery 
unknown 
 

 He was tempted in all points like as man is tempted, yet He is called “that 
holy thing.” It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals that Christ 
could be tempted in all points like as we are, and yet be without sin. The 
incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain, a mystery. That 
which is revealed is for us and for our children, but let every human being 
be warned from the ground of making Christ altogether human, such an 
one as ourselves, for it cannot be. The exact time when humanity blended 
with divinity, it is not necessary for us to know. We are to keep our feet 
on the Rock, Christ Jesus, as God revealed in humanity. {Lt8-1895}] 

 
At his death, because the divinity could not function without the human being 
alive; the only time that divinity lied in the ground of the earth, first time that 
communication with the Father could not exist. This was infinite sacrifice for 
divinity to be irresponsive. This is divine sundering, the stroke of death rendered 
divinity dormant. Jesus was in prison for allotted time  
 

 [There was only one entrance to the tomb, and neither human fraud nor 
force could tamper with the stone that guarded the entrance. Here Jesus 
rested during the Sabbath. A strong guard of angels kept watch over the 
tomb, and had a hand been raised to remove the body, the flashing forth of 
their glory would have laid him who ventured powerless on the earth. He 
who died for the sins of the world was to remain in the tomb for the allotted 
time. He was in that stony prison house as a prisoner of divine justice, 
and he was responsible to the Judge of the universe. He was bearing 
the sins of the world, and his Father only could release him.  {YI, May 2, 
1901 par. 8}]  
 

 [Jesus said to Mary, "Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father." 
When he closed his eyes in death upon the cross, the soul of Christ did not 
go at once to Heaven, as many believe, or how could his words be true--"I 
am not yet ascended to my Father"? The spirit of Jesus slept in the tomb 
with his body, and did not wing its way to Heaven, there to maintain a 
separate existence, and to look down upon the mourning disciples 
embalming the body from which it had taken flight. All that comprised the 
life and intelligence of Jesus remained with his body in the sepulcher; 
and when he came forth it was as a whole being; he did not have to 
summon his spirit from Heaven. He had power to lay down his life and to 
take it up again.  {6Red 22.1} 

 
For Christ to resurrect the power of the most high, the glory of the Father, his 
spirit had to overshadow his body.  
 

 ["And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven." Clothed with the panoply of God, this angel left 
the heavenly courts. The bright beams of God's glory went before him, 
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and illuminated his pathway. "His countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men."  …. This messenger is he who fills the position from 
which Satan fell. It is he who on the hills of Bethlehem proclaimed Christ's 
birth. The earth trembles at his approach, the hosts of darkness flee, and 
as he rolls away the stone, heaven seems to come down to the earth. The 
soldiers see him removing the stone as he would a pebble, and hear him 
cry, Son of God, come forth; Thy Father calls Thee. They see Jesus come 
forth from the grave, and hear Him proclaim over the rent sepulcher, "I am 
the resurrection, and the life." As He comes forth in majesty and glory, 
the angel host bow low in adoration before the Redeemer, and welcome Him 
with songs of praise.  {DA 779. 2, 3}.  

 
When the divine spirit comes in contact with humanity and overshadows it, life is 
begotten. The disconnect through divine sundering is restored. The glory which 
he came from the tomb with was that panoply from the throne of that 
accompanied the angels. God gave him glory [1Peter 1:21] 
 
Acts 

 2:22: Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23: Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24: Whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it. 

 
Romans 

 6:4: Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. 

 
Romans 

 8:11: But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 
1Corinthians  

 6:14: And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his 
own power. 

 
1Peter 

 1:20: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, 21: Who by him do believe in God, 
that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God. 
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Someone may ask, why all this, what does it have to do with present truth and 
preparation of the close of probation? Fellow Christians, we are in sealing time 
and what’s the seal?  
 

 Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads--it is not 
any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both 
intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as 
God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, 
it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, . . . that 
we may know what is coming.  {FLB 287.7} 

 
The loving and practicing the word of God will make the spirit abode in us. It’s by 
received the word of truth that we are sealed with his spirit of and for redemption: 
 
Ephesians 

 1:9: Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10: That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him: 11: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will: 12: That we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ. 13: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise 

 
Hence Colossians 

 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 
 The Bible is to be made the textbook from which is explained in practice the 

simple theory of Christian instrumentality. Its words are as the leaves of 
the tree of life to the suffering who believe in Christ, inspiring them 
with hope. Their treatment is of the highest value to them when they have 
confidence in those who give the treatment. And the Word of God is the 
grand instrument which convicts the unconverted, convincing them of their 
need of the sin-pardoning Saviour. {Lt122-1901.10} 

 
 The eye is the sensitive conscience, the inner light, of the mind. Upon its 

correct view of things the spiritual healthfulness of the whole soul and being 
depends. The “eye-salve,” THE WORD OF GOD, MAKES THE CONSCIENCE 
SMART UNDER ITS APPLICATION; FOR IT CONVICTS OF SIN. But the 
smarting is necessary that the healing may follow, and the eye be single to 
the glory of God. The sinner, beholding himself in God’s great moral looking-
glass, sees himself as God views him, and exercises repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. {RH November 23, 1897, par. 5} 
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 THE RECEPTION OF THE WORD, THE BREAD FROM HEAVEN, IS 
DECLARED TO BE THE RECEPTION OF CHRIST HIMSELF. AS THE WORD 
OF GOD IS RECEIVED INTO THE SOUL, we partake of the flesh and blood 
of the Son of God. AS IT ENLIGHTENS THE MIND, THE HEART IS OPENED 
STILL MORE TO RECEIVE THE ENGRAFTED WORD, THAT WE MAY GROW 
THEREBY. Man is called upon to eat and masticate the Word; but unless his 
heart is OPEN TO THE ENTRANCE OF THAT WORD, unless he drinks in the 
Word, unless he is taught of God, there will be a misconception, 
misapplication, and misinterpretation of that Word. {RH November 23, 
1897, par. 10} 

 
 As the blood is formed in the body by the food eaten, SO CHRIST IS FORMED 

WITHIN, BY THE EATING OF THE WORD OF GOD, which is his flesh and 
blood. HE WHO FEEDS UPON THE WORD HAS CHRIST FORMED WITHIN, 
THE HOPE OF GLORY. THE WRITTEN WORD INTRODUCES TO THE 
SEARCHER the flesh and blood of the Son of God; and through OBEDIENCE 
TO THAT WORD, HE BECOMES A PARTAKER OF THE DIVINE NATURE. As 
the necessity for temporal food cannot be supplied by once partaking of it, 
so the Word of God must be daily eaten to supply the spiritual necessities. 
{RH November 23, 1897, par. 11} 

 
 By reason of the waste and loss, the body must be renewed with blood, by 

being supplied with daily food. SO THERE IS A NEED FOR CONSTANTLY 
FEEDING ON THE WORD, the knowledge of which is eternal life. That Word 
must be our meat and drink. It is in this alone that the soul will find its 
nourishment and vitality. We must feast upon its precious instruction, that 
we may be renewed in the spirit of our mind, and grow up into Christ, our 
living Head. WHEN HIS WORD IS ABIDING IN THE LIVING SOUL THERE IS 
ONENESS WITH CHRIST; THERE IS A LIVING COMMUNION WITH HIM; 
there is in the soul an abiding love that is the sure evidence of our unlimited 
privilege. {RH November 23, 1897, par. 13} 

 
 In the study of the Bible the converted soul eats the flesh and drinks the 

blood of the Son of God, which he himself interprets as the receiving 
and doing of his words, that are spirit and life. .  {SpTEd 219.1} 

 
 The Spirit of Christ, working upon the heart conforms it to His image; for 

Christ is the model upon which the Spirit works. By the ministry of His 
Word, by His providences, by His inward working, God stamps the 
likeness of Christ upon the soul.  {TDG 46.5}   

 
 God's holy, educating Spirit is in His word. A light, a new and precious 

light, shines forth from every page. Truth is there revealed, and words and 
sentences are made bright and appropriate for the occasion, as the voice of 
God speaking to the soul.  {COL 132.2}   

 
 “WITH CHRIST’S WORD ABIDING IN US, we shall give evidence THAT WE 

HAVE WHOLLY RECEIVED HIM who IN HIS HUMANITY LIVED A SINLESS 
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LIFE. IN THE STRENGTH OF DIVINITY WE SHALL OVERCOME EVERY 
TENDENCY TO EVIL. . . .” - {1SAT 399.2} 

 
 We shall learn the value of the human soul when we learn to value the love 

of God for us. A divine Saviour died for all, that all might find in Him their 
divine Source. In Christ Jesus we are one, lifted to the same rank, members 
of the royal family, children of the heavenly King, by the utterance of one 
name, “Our Father,” through Jesus Christ who loved us and gave His life a 
ransom for us. This places an equal value upon all. To the poor and 
oppressed and downtrodden of earth, Christ says, “If ye love me, keep 
my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, (which is Christ formed 
within the hope of glory,) whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not: but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I 
will not leave you comfortless.” {Ms24-1898} 

 
 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 

liberally, and upraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in 
faith, nothing wavering.” “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him 
because we keep his commandments and do those things that are pleasing 
in his sight.” “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. Little children keep yourselves from idols.” The Lord is soon to come. 
We want that complete and perfect understanding which the Lord alone can 
give. It is not safe to catch the spirit from another. We want the Holy 
Spirit, which is Jesus Christ. If we commune with God, we shall have 
strength and grace and efficiency. {Lt66-1894} 

 
I will repeat the words of the prophetess [MUCH IS BEING SAID REGARDING THE 
IMPARTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and by some this is being so interpreted 
that it is an injury to the churches. ETERNAL LIFE IS THE RECEIVING OF THE 
LIVING ELEMENTS IN THE SCRIPTURES AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD. This is 
eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of God. To those who do this, 
life and immortality are brought to light through the gospel, for GOD'S WORD IS 
VERITY AND TRUTH, SPIRIT AND LIFE. It is the privilege of all who believe in 
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour to feed on the Word of God. Letter 132, Oct. 
10, 1900]. Truth sanctifies, error does. We are sealed as we settle in truth not in 
errors of who or how the spirit is imparted. We want to share in the glory which 
we refuse to accept what it is, indeed this is another mystery in the mysteries of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Angels and the Holy Spirit – The Unbroken Conduit 
 
This study wouldn’t do justice without looking at the role the angels play in the 
ministering of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Seven Spirits of God by Zaddoch Ponde 
 

 Revelation 4:5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings 
and voices: and [there were] seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 

 
Really who are the subjects before the throne? 
 

 Revelation 8:2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; 
and to them were given seven trumpets. 

 
Notice this is issuing forth is from the throne, which we believe is in the heavenly 
sanctuary. And right in the same sanctuary were seven lamps of fire, mark that, 
and these seven lamps of fire are seven spirits of God. So the seven spirits are 
the seven lamps of fire 
 

 Revelation 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth. 

 
Again same sanctuary but now, the seven spirits of God are the eyes of God. 
 

Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These 
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I 
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 

 
Remember to establish this we must begin from known. We must begin from 
what the Bible says and see if the Ellen White has confirms it, and add weight 
of evidence from pioneer writings. 
 

 Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace [be] 
unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to 
come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

 
Again seven spirits are before the throne of God 
 
Lamps of fire 
 

 Hebrews 1:7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, 
and his ministers a flame of fire. 

 
 Revelation 1:13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks [one] like unto 

the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle. 14 His head and [his] hairs [were] white like 
wool, as white as snow;  and his eyes [were] as a flame of fire; 
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Eyes of Christ were like a flame of fire. what does this mean? 
 

 Zechariah 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows 
that sit before thee: for they [are] men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring 
forth my servant the BRANCH. 3:9 For behold the stone that I have laid 
before Joshua; upon one stone [shall be] seven eyes: behold, I will engrave 
the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity 
of that land in one day. 

 
The branch is Christ, 
 

 Zechariah 6:12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of 
hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name [is] The BRANCH; and he shall 
grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 13 Even 
he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall 
sit and rule upon his throne;  and he shall be a priest upon his throne: 
and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 

 
Elijah the prophet was taken to Heaven by angels under the symbol of a “Chariot 
of Fire”. 
 

 2 Kings 2:11And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, 
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. 

 
CHRIST’S eyes were as a flame of fire: 
 

 Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These 
things saith the  Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, 
and his feet are like fine brass; 

 
 Revelation 19:12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 

many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. 

 
The symbolism “flame of fire” refers to the ministry of angels. 
 

 Exodus 3:2 The angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with 
fire, and the bush was not consumed. (See Acts 7:30) 

 
Eyes of the Lord 
 
Another symbolic term for angels is “eyes”. 
 

 2Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
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perfect toward him. Herein thou  hast done foolishly: therefore from 
henceforth thou shalt have wars. 

 
 Zechariah 4:10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they 

shall rejoice, and  shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with 
those seven; they are the eyes of the  LORD, which run to and fro 
through the whole earth. 

 
 Zechariah 4:14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that 

stand by the Lord of  the whole earth 
 

 Zechariah 4:2, "And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have 
looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top if it, 
and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps which 
were upon the top thereof." These seven lamps are called "the eyes of 
the Lord which run to and fro through the whole earth." See Zechariah 
4:10 

 
 Firm integrity shines forth as gold amid the dross  and rubbish of the 

world. Deceit, falsehood, and unfaithfulness may be glossed over and 
hidden from the eyes of man, but not from the eyes of God. The angels 
of God, who watch the development of character and weigh moral 
worth, record in the books of heaven these minor transactions which 
reveal character. {CG 152.4} 

 
There is a common interpretation that the 7 spirits are the spirit of Christ and 
thus it simply refer to the characteristic qualities of the holy spirit. This verse is 
commonly quoted: 
 

 Isaiah 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;  

 
Here only 6 attributes are mentioned not 7. Secondly contrast this with 
what the verse below says 
 

 Rev 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace [be] unto you, 
and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; 
and FROM THE SEVEN SPIRITS which are before his throne; 5 And from 
Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

 
Here greetings are sent from: 
 

a) “Him which is, and which was, and which is to come”,- God the 
Father 

b) Seven spirits before the throne 
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c) Jesus Christ 
 
Think for a moment, do the spirits send greetings! We know that in the heavenly 
sanctuary we have physically the father, the son and angels ministering to those 
who shall be heirs of salvation. Of course, the character attributes of the Holy 
Spirit can’t send greetings neither is the Holy Spirit another being floating 
somewhere capable of sending greetings. 
 
This repeats the concept in verse 1 
 

 Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and 
he sent and signified [it] by his angel unto his servant John: 

 
God                      Christ              Angels                    Prophets       Servants 
 

 How impotent on this occasion was the power of the kings and rulers. They 
could not act their will on Him who was slain for the sins of the world. Had 
it been possible, the prince of darkness with his apostate army would have 
kept forever sealed the tomb that held the Son of God. But a heavenly 
host guarded the sepulcher. With majestic and terrible tread, the God of 
heaven, followed by the angels, walked round the tomb of Christ. They 
had been unseen witnesses of all that had taken place in the mock trial in 
the judgment hall. Every action was noted, every taunt recorded. {12MR 
421.2} 

 
According to Rev 3:1 
 

 Revelation 3:1 AndG2532 unto theG3588 angelG32 of theG3588 

churchG1577 inG1722 SardisG4554 write;G1125 These thingsG3592 

saithG3004 he that hathG2192 theG3588 sevenG2033 SpiritsG4151 of 

God,G2316 andG2532 theG3588 sevenG2033 stars;G792 I knowG1492 

thyG4675 works,G2041 thatG3754 thou hastG2192 a nameG3686 

thatG3754 thou livest,G2198 andG2532 artG1488 dead.G3498 
 
See how the word and is translated sometimes, 
 
G2532 
Kai 
kahee 
 
Apparently a primary particle, having a copulative and sometimes also a 
cumulative force; and, also, even, so, then, too, etc.; often used in connection 
(or composition) with other particles or small words: - and, also, both, but, even, 
for, if, indeed, likewise, moreover, or, so, that, then, therefore, when, yea, yet. 
 
Total KJV occurrences: 9264 
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Seven Spirits of God, EVEN the seven stars but who are stars? 
 

 Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my 
right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou 
sawest are the seven churches. 

 
It is also interesting to note that to each of the seven churches, we see an angel 
sent and at the end we hear or read, “hear what the spirit says to the churches” 
 
Examples 
 

 Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These 
things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 7 He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God. 

 
This is consistent through all the other six churches. Please try it out 
{Revelation 2:11, 17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22}.  
 
We have seen through Bible and Ellen White that the  
 

a) Seven lamps of fire are the seven spirits. Revelation 4:5 
b) The seven eyes are the seven spirits. Revelation 5:6 
c) The seven eyes are the flames of fire. Revelation 19:12 
d) The seven flames are those than run to and from throughout the whole 

earth 2Chronicles 16:9 
e) The seven lamps are in turn the eyes of the Lord that run to and fro through 

the whole earth. Zechariah 4:10 
f) Those that run to and fro through the whole earth are angels. Zechariah 

4:14 
 
This is a matter that is established not on deductions and conjectures but putting 
the scripture together hence we reject the suppositions of men of what they have 
taught the seven spirits of Revelation are mainly when it comes to the plan of 
redemption and not the whole scope of eternity where God do not depend on 
angels for omnipresence because he had this attribute before the creating angels.  
 
God can be omnipresent without the aid of angels but in the plan of redemption, 
there are things in the counsel of peace, they have been designed to be so. This 
is not to limit God, think about the sin problem, God is under trial. Can the judge 
of all the earth be trial? NO. Right now he is waiting for the subjects of his kingdom 
to vindicate his character of love. Is God that limited that he can’t do away with 
this sinful world and Satan and create perfect being incapable of sinning? He can; 
but God seems limited in everything as per human eyes and for the cause of the 
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plan of redemption. He has designed things to be so because of his eternal love. 
So when we say that angels are part of the omnipresence of God, this should not 
be seen as taking away the attribute of God or limiting him. Until another proper 
exegesis can be provided that the eyes of the Lord in Revelation are not angels, 
we shall hold to the revealed truth that they are angels. Here we stand with the 
following admonition: 
 

 The words that Christ uttered were not mere sentiment or opinion. They 
were pure, unadulterated truth. Suppositions and fables never passed His 
lips. {Ms140-1903} 

 
How the Angels impart the Spirit  
 
After establishing that the seven spirits are the angels, the next step is to 
elaborate how they impart the spirit. An admonition and counsel will be good for 
our start: 
 

 Here is a lesson of instruction to all the followers of Christ. He designed that 
none of these lessons should be lost, but be written for the benefit of future 
generations. There is necessity of carefulness of words and actions when 
Christians are associated together, lest Jesus be forgotten of them, and they 
pass along careless of the fact that Jesus is not among them. When they are 
aroused to their condition, they discover that they have journeyed without 
the presence of Him who could give peace and joy to their hearts, and days 
are occupied in returning, and searching for him whom they should have 
retained with them every moment. Jesus will not be found in the company 
of those who are careless of his presence, and who engage in conversation 
having no reference to their Redeemer, in whom they profess their hopes of 
eternal life are centered. Jesus shuns the company of such, so also do the 
angels who do his commands. These heavenly messengers are not 
attracted to the crowd where minds are diverted from heavenly things. 
These pure and holy spirits cannot remain in the company where Jesus' 
presence is not desired and encouraged, and his absence not marked. 
For this reason, great mourning, grief, and discouragement exist. Through 
lack of meditation, watchfulness, and prayer, they have lost all that is 
valuable. The divine rays of light emanating from Jesus are not with them, 
cheering them with their loving, elevating influence. They are enshrouded 
in gloom, because their careless, irreverent spirit has separated Jesus from 
their company, and driven the ministering angels from them.  {2SP 37.1} 

 
We are told 
 

 Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 

 
 Zechariah 4:2: And said unto me, What seest thou?  And I said, I have looked, 

and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his 
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seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon 
the top thereof 3: And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the 
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 4: So I answered and spake 
to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? 5: Then 
the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not 
what these be?  And I said, No, my lord. 6: Then he answered and spake 
unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 
11: Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees 
upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 12: 
And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of 
themselves? 13: And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these 
be?  And I said, No, my lord. 14: Then said he, These are the two anointed 
ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth. 

 
This particular chapter of Zechariah is interesting to read. We have  
 

1. Two olive trees 
2. A candlestick with a bowl  
3. Seven lamps 
4. Seven pipes to the lamp 
5. Two olive branches  
6. Golden oil 
7. Two anointed ones 

 
 From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes 

into the bowl of the candlestick and thence into the golden lamps that 
gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's 
presence, His Spirit is imparted to human instrumentalities that are 
consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to 
communicate light and power to God's people. It is to receive blessing for 
us that they stand in God's presence. As the olive trees empty themselves 
into the golden pipes, so the heavenly messengers seek to communicate 
all that they receive from God. The whole heavenly treasure awaits our 
demand and reception; and as we receive the blessing, we in our turn 
are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy lamps are fed, and the church 
becomes a light bearer in the world.  {TM 510.1}   

 
 “Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive-trees upon 

the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? And I 
answered again, and said unto him, what be these two olive-branches 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? 
and he answered me and said, These are the two anointed ones, that 
stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” The anointed ones standing by 
the Lord of the whole earth have the position once given to Satan as 
covering cherub. By the holy beings surrounding His throne, the Lord 
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keeps up a constant communication with the inhabitants of the earth.—
RH July 20, 1897. {TA 150.2, 3} 

 
 There are many who are laborers together with God whom we do not 

discern. The hands of ministers have never been laid upon them in 
ordination for the work; but nevertheless they are wearing the yoke of 
Christ, and exert a saving influence in working in different lines to win 
souls to Christ...  Read and study the fourth chapter of Zechariah. The two 
olive trees empty the golden oil out of themselves through the golden 
pipes into the golden bowl from which the lamps of the sanctuary are 
fed. The golden oil represents the Holy Spirit. With this oil God's 
ministers are to be constantly supplied, that they, in turn, may impart it to 
church. "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts." God's servants can obtain victories only by inward purity, by 
cleanness of heart, by holiness. It is of the utmost importance that 
ministers set a right example. If they follow lax, loose principles, their 
example is quoted by those who are doing wrong as a vindication of their 
course.-- Review and Herald, December 22, 1904.  {TM 188.1,2} 

 
 Concerning the two witnesses the prophet declares further: "These are the 

two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the 
earth." "Thy word," said the psalmist, "is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path." Revelation 11:4; Psalm 119:105. The two witnesses 
represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament. Both are 
important testimonies to the origin and perpetuity of the law of God. Both 
are witnesses also to the plan of salvation. The types, sacrifices, and 
prophecies of the Old Testament point forward to a Saviour to come. The 
Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament tell of a Saviour who has come 
in the exact manner foretold by type and prophecy.  {GC 267.1} 

 
I will not go into details on the interpretation of these things since this is a 
sanctuary language and its ministration which every bible student understands 
save for non-Adventists maybe. In summary it can be said that the oil is from the 
olive trees, to the branches, to the pipes, to the candlesticks supplying the oil to 
the bowls for the lamps to burn. As we shall see below, it’s the spirit of God via 
angels and messages send to the whole earth through his ministers. 
 
In Rev 7 the angels says to hold until "WE have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads. We see from scripture the seal of God is the Spirit: 
 

 Ephesians 1:13: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

 
 Ephesians 4:30: And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 

sealed unto the day of redemption. 
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 2Corinthians 1:22: Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 
 

 Romans 8:9: But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his. 

 
So the angels are ministering the Holy Spirit to us: 
 

 Hebrews 1:7: And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and 
his ministers a flame of fire. 

 
 Psalms 104:4: Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire: 

 
 Hebrews 1:14: Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 

for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 
 
Further reading that don’t need elaboration or commentaries: 
 

 The angels of God are ever passing from earth to heaven, and from 
heaven to earth. The miracles of Christ for the afflicted and suffering were 
wrought by the power of God through the ministration of the angels. And it 
is through Christ, by the ministration of His heavenly messengers, that 
every blessing comes from God to us. {DA 143.1} 

 
 Christ will be with these humble workers. The angels of heaven will 

cooperate with them in their self-sacrificing efforts. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit Jesus will move upon hearts. God will work miracles in the 
conversion of sinners. Men and women will be gathered into church 
fellowship. Meeting houses will be built, and institutions of learning 
established.  {MR311 36.2} 

 
 "And, behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace 

queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitting in his chariot 
read Esaias the prophet." This Ethiopian was a man of good standing and 
of wide influence. God saw that when converted he would give others the 
light he had received and would exert a strong influence in favor of the 
gospel. Angels of God were attending this seeker for light, and he was 
being drawn to the Saviour. By the ministration of the Holy Spirit the 
Lord brought him into touch with one who could lead him to the light.  {AA 
107.3} 

 
 When God pointed out to Philip his work, the disciple did not say, as many 

are saying today, "God does not mean that. I will not be too confident, or I 
shall make a mistake." Philip that day learned a lesson of conformity to 
God's will which was worth everything to him. He learned that every soul is 
precious in the sight of God, and that angels will bring to the appointed 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

128 
 
 

agencies light for those who are in need of it. The heavenly angels do not 
undertake the work of preaching the gospel. Through the ministration of 
angels God sends light to His people, and through His people this light is 
to be given to the world. The Holy Spirit will guide and instruct men and 
women if they will show themselves willing to be guided by placing 
themselves in positions where they can communicate the light received.  
{BEcho, December 10, 1900 par. 12} 

 
 From the two olive trees the golden oil was emptied through the golden pipes 

into the bowl of the candlestick, and thence into the golden lamps that gave 
light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's presence 
His Spirit is imparted to the human instrumentalities who are 
consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to 
communicate to God's people that heavenly grace which alone can make 
His word a lamp to the feet and a light to the path. "Not by might, nor 
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.  {COL 
408.1} 

 
 I am afraid we have altogether too cheap and common ideas. "Behold the 

heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee." Let not any one venture to limit 
the power of the Holy One of Israel. There are conjectures and questions in 
regard to God's work. Take off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground. Yes, angels are the ministers of 
God upon the earth, doing His will. {3MR 207.4} 

 
 Angels are helping in this work to restore the fallen and bring them back 

to the One who has given His life to redeem them, and the Holy Spirit is co-
operating with the ministry of human agencies to arouse the moral 
powers by working on the heart, reproving of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment.  {6T 260.1} 

 
 We have an Advocate pleading in our behalf. The Holy Ghost is continually 

engaged in beholding our course of action. We need now keen perception, 
that by our own practical godliness the truth may be made to appear truth 
as it is in Jesus. The angelic agencies are messengers from heaven, 
actually ascending and descending, keeping earth in constant 
connection with the heaven above. These angel messengers are 
observing all our course of action. They are ready to help all in their 
weakness, guarding all from moral and physical danger according to the 
providence of God. And whenever souls yield to the softening, subduing 
influence of the Spirit of God under these angel ministrations, there is 
joy in heaven; the Lord Himself rejoices with singing.  {1SM 96.2} 

 
 We need to understand better than we do the mission of the angels. It 

would be well to remember that every true child of God has the co-
operation of heavenly beings. Invisible armies of light and power attend 
the meek and lowly ones who believe and claim the promises of God. 
Cherubim and seraphim, and angels that excel in strength, stand at 
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God's right hand, "All ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation."--The Acts of the Apostles, p. 154. (1911)  
{CM 110.1}   

 
 Now the Saviour's eye penetrates the future; He beholds the broader fields 

in which, after His death, the disciples are to be witnesses for Him. His 
prophetic glance takes in the experience of His servants through all the ages 
till He shall come the second time. He shows His followers the conflicts they 
must meet; He reveals the character and plan of the battle. He lays open 
before them the perils they must encounter, the self-denial that will be 
required. He desires them to count the cost, that they may not be taken 
unawares by the enemy. Their warfare is not to be waged against flesh and 
blood, but "against the principalities, against the powers, against the world 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places." Ephesians 6:12, R. V. They are to contend with 
supernatural forces, but they are assured of supernatural help. All the 
intelligences of heaven are in this army. And more than angels are in 
the ranks. The Holy Spirit, the representative of the Captain of the 
Lord's host, comes down to direct the battle. Our infirmities may be 
many, our sins and mistakes grievous; but the grace of God is for all who 
seek it with contrition. The power of Omnipotence is enlisted in behalf of 
those who trust in God.  {DA 352.2} 

 
 When the truth in its simplicity is lived in every place, then God will work 

through His angels as He worked on the day of Pentecost, and hearts 
will be changed so decidedly that there will be a manifestation of the 
influence of genuine truth, as is represented in the descent of the Holy 
Spirit.  {ML 58.6} 

 
 The time is not far off now when men will want a much closer relation to 

Christ, a much closer union with His Holy Spirit, than ever they have had, 
or will have, unless they give up their will and their way, and submit to God's 
will and God's way. The great sin of those who profess to be Christians is 
that they do not open the heart to receive the Holy Spirit. When souls long 
after Christ, and seek to become one with Him, then those who are content 
with the form of godliness, exclaim "Be careful, do not go to extremes." 
When the angels of heaven come among us, and work through human 
agents, there will be solid, substantial conversions, after the order of the 
conversions after the day of Pentecost.  {2SM 57.2} 

 
 All heaven is interested in your salvation, and angels of God are waiting 

to do for you what they did for the early disciples on the day of 
Pentecost. Do your duty to your children, and for those who are ignorant 
of the truth. Carry out the teachings of the Word in your homes. You 
must stand in harmony with the God of heaven if you would lay hold of 
divine power. Humanity may reach divinity through faith in Christ. Then 
humanity can reach out to humanity, imparting the hope of the gospel to 
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souls who are perishing out of Christ.--Ms. 75, 1909, pp. 4-6. ("Labor for the 
Unconverted," October 18, 1909.)  {10MR 112.2} 

 
 Through the ministry of the angels the Holy Spirit is enabled to work 

upon the mind and heart of the human agent and draw him to Christ. . . . 
But the Spirit of God does not interfere with the freedom of the human 
agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, so that man may cooperate 
with the Divine, and it is given to Him to draw the soul but never to force 
obedience.  {TMK 57.2}   

 
 A measure of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. Through 

the ministry of the angels, the Holy Spirit is enabled to work upon the 
mind and heart of the human agent, and draw him to Christ, who has 
paid the ransom money for his soul, that the sinner may be rescued from 
the slavery of sin and Satan. But the Spirit of God does not interfere with 
the freedom of the human agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, 
so that the human agent may cooperate with the divine intelligences; 
and it is its province to draw the soul, but never to force obedience. 
Christ is ready to impart all heavenly influences. He knows every 
temptation that comes to man, and the capabilities of every human agent. 
He weighs his strength. He sees the present and the future, and presents 
before the mind the obligations that should be met, and urges that common, 
earthly things shall not be permitted to be so absorbing that eternal things 
shall be lost out of reckoning. The Lord has fulness of grace to bestow on 
every one that will receive the heavenly gift. The Holy Spirit will bring 
the God-entrusted capabilities into Christ's service, and will mold and 
fashion the human agent according to the divine Pattern, in proportion as 
the human agent shall earnestly desire the transformation.  {YI, July 5, 1894 
par. 5} 

 
 Before the work is closed up and the sealing of God's people is finished, we 

shall receive the outpouring of the Spirit of God. Angels from heaven 
will be in our midst.  {Mar 212.2} 

 
 After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, thousands were converted. Angels 

of God that excel in strength, clothed with the brightness of heaven, 
came to the help of the church, and swept back the forces of Satan. The 
work of the Holy Spirit was not limited to apostolic days; it is not confined 
to any church, large or small: the field of his ministration is the world. "He 
will convince the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." But 
the instrumentalities through which the Holy Spirit works are the 
members of Christ's body, those who believe in his name. It is through 
these light-bearers that the gospel is to be carried to all the nations of the 
earth. {RH, January 20, 1891 par. 8} 

 
Brethren suffice for now on this study, this is not even an exhaustive study on 
angels and the Holy Spirit. I wouldn’t want to enlarge this small booklet 
unnecessarily. I will like you to think of the literal part of God that lives in angels 
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that they give to us when commissioned by God or the literal part of God that lives 
in his word when we receive the oil in his messages both written, and breathed on 
us. 
 
Views 
 
1. The INDWELLING of God is the Holy Spirit 
2. Sin marred the plan and Christ incarnates and a body is prepared to restore 

that plan 
3. Through that eternal spirit “THE INDWELLING OF GOD” Christ overcomes sin 
4. Now the Father sends that “INDWELLING” with the perfection of His Son called 

the Spirit of the Son as a Third Person of the Godhead to overcome sin to rejoin 
humanity with divinity. 

5. Adam was originally son of God because of that “INDWELLING” but lost it now 
we are made sons again by adoption 

6. When the spirit is in our heart it testifies as it testified in the Old Testament 
hence the reason Christ says the spirit will testify. The Spirit testifies through 
us, we are the channel. 

 
Hence 
 

 “Does not God say he fills immensity of space? We answer, No. Psalms 
139:7, 8. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there, etc. God by his Spirit 
may fill heaven and earth, etc. Some confound God with his Spirit, which 
makes confusion. Psalms 11:4. The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord's 
throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, etc. Habakkuk 2:20; Psalms 102:19. 
For he hath looked down from the height of his Sanctuary; from heaven did 
the Lord behold the earth. 1Peter 3:12. For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers, etc. Psalms 80:1. Give 
ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that 
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. Psalms 99:1; Isaiah 37:16. 
John 14:2. In my Father's house are many mansions. I go to prepare a place 
for you. Revelation 21:2-5; Hebrews 11:6. For he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, etc. This testimony we deem highly important at this time, 
to know that there is a God. We have no doubt that if our eyes could be 
opened in vision, or see as angels see, we should see God in heaven sitting 
on his throne, and is present to all that exists, however distant from him 
in his creation. {March 7, 1854 JWe, ARSH 50.10} 

 
People confound the Shekinah Glory with God. To say that God dwells in anything 
is to confound God with his Spirit. To say there is God the Holy Spirit is even worse 
because it’s to deny Spirit of God dwells in humanity or you end up with TWO 
SPIRITS IN US. 
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Reflections on Omnipresence 
 

 Isaiah 57:15: For thus saith the high and lofty One that INHABITETH 
ETERNITY, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

 
 “Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the 

midst of them.” Where Christ is even among the humble few, this is Christ’s 
church, FOR THE PRESENCE of the high and holy One who INHABITETH 
ETERNITY can alone constitute a church. Where two or three are present 
who love and obey the commandments of God, Jesus there presides; let it be 
in the desolate place of the earth, in the wilderness, in the city enclosed in 
prison walls. THE GLORY OF GOD HAS PENETRATED THE PRISON WALLS, 
flooding with glorious beams of heavenly light the darkest dungeon. His 
saints may suffer, but their sufferings will, like the apostles of old, spread 
their faith and win souls to Christ and glorify His holy name. The bitterest 
opposition expressed by those who hate God’s great moral standard of 
righteousness should not and will not shake the steadfast soul who trusts 
fully in God. All things shall work together for good to those who love God. 
“This is the love of God, that ye keep His commandments.” They that will be 
doers of the Word are building securely, and the tempest and storm of 
persecution will not shake their foundation, because their souls are rooted 
to the eternal rock. {Lt108-1886} 

 
What is to inhabit? 
Inhabit - Wikipedia 
Inhabit means TO LIVE IN, RESIDE IN, and OCCUPY OR POPULATE SOME PLACE  
 
This is conclusively to be present at that place. Is God present in 2020. The answer 
is NO, he is physically present in heaven today not even in tomorrow and on the 
other side YES for we are told he inhabiteth eternity whether it be past or future. 
How is he present in the future? The quote below will answer “HE SEES”. SO GOD 
INHABITETH ETERNITY BY HIS KNOWLEDGE. This is the case of omnipresence 
made possible by omniscience. 
 
John 8:57: Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast 
thou seen Abraham? 58: Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I AM. 
 

 I AM MEANS AN ETERNAL PRESENCE; the past, present, and future ARE 
ALIKE with God. HE SEES the most remote events of past history, and the 
far distant future with as clear a vision as we do those things which are 
TRANSPIRING DAILY……..CHRIST WAS USING THE GREAT NAME OF GOD 
THAT WAS GIVEN TO MOSES TO EXPRESS THE IDEA OF THE ETERNAL 
PRESENCE. {Lt119-1895} 
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In Revelation 1:8, the purpose of using “FROM HIM WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, 
AND WHICH IS TO COME” is to retell he is EVERLASTING EMBRACING ALL 
DURATION, PAST, PRESENT. No expression could more strikingly denote eternity 
than this. He now exists; he has existed in the past; he will exist in the future. 
There is an evident allusion here to the name JEHOVAH, the name by which the 
true God is appropriately designated in the Scriptures. That name seems to have 
been adopted because it denotes EXISTENCE, or being and as denoting simply 
one who EXISTS; and has reference merely to the fact of existence. Such a word 
would not be inappropriately paraphrased by the phrase "WHO IS, AND WHO WAS, 
AND WHO IS TO COME," or WHO IS TO BE; and there can be no doubt that John 
referred to him here as being himself the ETERNAL AND UNCREATED 
EXISTENCE. The name carries the OMNIPOTENCE, OMNISCIENCE AND 
OMNIPRESENCE that is the attribute of the Father. The words “WHICH IS, AND 
WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME” are an exposition of the meaning of the 
Hebrew word JEHOVAH [Exodus 6:3]. A wonderful transliteration of the great 
name JEHOVAH: he was of OLD, HE IS NOW, HE COMETH; that is, WILL BE 
FOREVER. This is a title the son inherited from the Father. 
 
The reason why "HE WHICH IS TO COME" is used, instead of "HE THAT SHALL 
BE," is because the grand theme of Revelation is the Lord's coming [Revelation 
1:7]. Verse 4 is repeated in verse 8 and can be pointed to Jesus as a revelation of 
WHO HE IS; HE WAS FROM ETERNITY; HE IS NOW; AND HE SHALL BE FOREVER 
as titles inherited because the Father’s name is in him. He was in his promises 
before his incarnation; he is now God manifested in the flesh; and he is to come 
as a Judge, to judge the quick and the dead. Consider Exodus 3:14, I AM THAT I 
AM. These words interpret the name JEHOVAH. So the title of the Father in 
Revelation when pointed to the son only reveals his inheritance from the Father. 
 
This portion of the salutation in Revelation 1 has no parallel in Paul, and is 
distinctively characteristic of the author of Revelation. It is one of the solecisms in 
grammatical construction which distinguishes this book from the other writings 
of John. While Revelation 1:4 directly points to the Father, Revelation 1:8 points 
to the son if it may be accepted; he is "which is", since before Abraham he was 
the "I AM"; and he "which was", the eternal Logos or Word; and "is to come", as 
the Judge of quick and dead. THE PHRASES ARE EXPRESSIVE BOTH OF HIS 
ETERNITY, HE BEING GOD FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING; AND OF HIS 
IMMUTABILITY, HE BEING NOW WHAT HE ALWAYS WAS, AND WILL BE WHAT 
HE NOW IS, AND EVER WAS, WITHOUT ANY VARIABLENESS, OR SHADOW OF 
TURNING: they are a periphrasis, and an explanation of the word "JEHOVAH", 
which includes all tenses, past, present, and to come. So the Jews explain this 
name in [Exodus 3:14]; a paraphrase of the “INEFFABLE NAME” revealed to Moses 
or, rather perhaps, a paraphrase of the explanation of the Name given to him “I 
AM THAT I AM” which is rendered by the LXX. “I AM HE WHICH IS;” by the Targum 
of Palestine on Exodus. “I AM HE WHO IS AND WHO WILL BE.” The same Targum 
on Deuteronomy 32:39 has “BEHOLD NOW, I AM HE WHO AM AND WAS, AND 
WILL BE.” He has redeemed us, and in due time he will come to take us where he 
is as promised [John 14:1-3]. 
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What is INEFFABLE NAME? 
Wikipedia  
Ineffability  
 
Ineffability is concerned with ideas that cannot or should not be expressed in 
SPOKEN WORDS [i.e. 2Corinthians 12:4], often being in the form of a taboo or 
incomprehensible term. This property is commonly associated with philosophy, 
ASPECTS OF EXISTENCE, and similar concepts that are INHERENTLY "TOO 
GREAT", COMPLEX, OR ABSTRACT TO BE ADEQUATELY COMMUNICATED. A 
typical example is the name of God in Judaism, written as YHWH but substituted 
with "the Lord" or "HaShem" when reading. 
 
God and Christ are literally in heaven while they are everywhere by their spirit.  
 
1. Objection 1: Is God Present everywhere in the universe? 
 
Numbers 14:21 
But indeed, as I live, all the EARTH WILL BE FILLED WITH THE GLORY OF THE 
LORD. 
 
Psalm 72:19 
And blessed be His glorious name forever; AND MAY THE WHOLE EARTH BE 
FILLED WITH HIS GLORY Amen, and Amen. 
 
Jeremiah 23:24 
"Can a man hide himself in hiding places So I do not see him?" declares the LORD 
"DO I NOT FILL THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH?" declares the LORD. 
 
Isaiah 6:3 
And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, 
THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY." 
 
Habakkuk 3:3 
God comes from Teman, And the Holy One from Mount Paran Selah HIS 
SPLENDOR COVERS THE HEAVENS, And the earth is full of His praise. 
 

 The greatness of God is to us incomprehensible. "The Lord's throne is in 
heaven" (Psalm 11:4); YET BY HIS SPIRIT HE IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT. He 
has an intimate knowledge of, and a personal interest in, all the works of 
His hand… {Ed 132.2} 

 
 The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of inactivity, 

not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times ten 
thousand and thousands of thousands of holy beings, all waiting to do His 
will. THROUGH THESE MESSENGERS HE IS IN ACTIVE COMMUNICATION 
WITH EVERY PART OF HIS DOMINION. BY HIS SPIRIT HE IS EVERYWHERE 
PRESENT. THROUGH THE AGENCY OF HIS SPIRIT AND HIS ANGELS HE 
MINISTERS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN.  {MH 417.2} 
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 THE PSALMIST REPRESENTS THE PRESENCE OF THE INFINITE ONE AS 

PERVADING THE UNIVERSE. "If I ascend up into Heaven, thou art there; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there." WE CAN NEVER FIND A 
SOLITUDE WHERE GOD IS NOT. The ever watchful EYE OF OMNISCIENCE 
IS UPON ALL OUR WORKS, and although he can marshal the armies of 
Heaven to do his will, he condescends to accept the services of frail, erring 
mortals.  {ST, July 14, 1881 par. 10} 

 
YET WE SHOULDN’T CONFOUND GOD WITH HIS SPIRIT WITH MAKES HIM 
OMNIPRESENT 
 

 Does not God say he fills immensity of space? We answer, No. Psalm 139:7, 
8. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there, etc. God by his Spirit 
may fill heaven and earth, etc. Some confound God with his Spirit, which 
makes confusion. Psalm 11:4. The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord's 
throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, etc. Habakkuk 2:20; Psalm 102:19. For 
he hath looked down from the height of his Sanctuary; from heaven did the 
Lord behold the earth. 1 Peter 3:12. For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers, etc. Psalm 80:1. Give 
ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that 
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. Psalm 99:1; Isaiah 37:16. 
[ARSH March 7, 1854, p. 50.9] 

 
2. Objection 2: “Man's spirit is not a different person; so also God's Spirit is not 

a different person. The Spirit of God is the conscious mind of God, aware of 
the thoughts within Him” 

 
Refer to 1Corinthians 2:11 

 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

 
3. Objection 3: “Christ is Omnipresent at all times everywhere in the universe.” 
 

 Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; 
therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, 
go to His Father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The 
Holy Spirit is Himself, divested of the personality of humanity, and 
independent thereof. HE WOULD REPRESENT HIMSELF AS PRESENT IN ALL 
PLACES BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AS THE OMNIPRESENT. “But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
[ALTHOUGH UNSEEN BY YOU] teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.....” {Lt119-1895} 

 
  



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

136 
 
 

 The work of the Holy Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source 
that power and efficiency come to the worker for God; and the Holy Spirit is 
the Comforter, AS THE PERSONAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST TO THE SOUL.: 
{Ms143-1901} 

 
So the statement should rather read  
“God is Omnipresent, God is present everywhere in the universe by his spirit” as 
the two quotes above says and also refer to {ST, July 14, 1881 par. 10} 
 
4. Objection 4: His spirit fills the entire universe.  THIS IS A TRUE STATEMENT 
 
Pantheistic Theories  

 
 Today there are coming into educational institutions and into the churches 

everywhere spiritualistic teachings that undermine faith in God and in His 
word. THE THEORY THAT GOD IS AN ESSENCE PERVADING ALL NATURE 
IS RECEIVED BY MANY WHO PROFESS TO BELIEVE THE SCRIPTURES; BUT, 
HOWEVER BEAUTIFULLY CLOTHED, THIS THEORY IS A MOST 
DANGEROUS DECEPTION. It misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His 
greatness and majesty. And it surely tends not only to mislead, but to 
debase men. Darkness is its element, sensuality its sphere. The result of 
accepting it is separation from God. And to fallen human nature this means 
ruin.  {MH 428.2} 

 
Hence God does pervade the universe yet we are told that his spirit does so. Notice 
the following quotes: - 
 

 “Upon all created things is seen the IMPRESS OF THE DEITY. Nature testifies 
of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE, cannot but recognize the working of INFINITE 
POWER. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A MYSTERIOUS LIFE 
PERVADES ALL NATURE--A LIFE THAT SUSTAINS THE UNNUMBERED 
WORLDS THROUGHOUT IMMENSITY, THAT LIVES IN THE INSECT ATOM 
WHICH FLOATS IN THE SUMMER BREEZE, that wings the flight of the 
swallow and feeds the young ravens which cry, that brings the bud to 
blossom and the flower to fruit. {Ed 99.1}  

 
 “Nature is a power, but the God of nature is unlimited in power. His works 

interpret his character. Those who judge him from his handiworks, and not 
from the suppositions of great men, WILL SEE HIS PRESENCE IN 
EVERYTHING. They behold his smile in the glad sunshine, and his love and 
care for man in the rich fields of autumn. Even the adornments of the earth, 
as seen in the grass of living green, the lovely flowers of every hue, and the 
lofty and varied trees of the forest, testify to the tender, fatherly care of our 
God, and to his desire to make his children happy.”--S. of T., 1884, No. 11. 
{HL 285.1} 
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 THE PSALMIST REPRESENTS THE PRESENCE OF THE INFINITE ONE AS 

PERVADING THE UNIVERSE. "If I ascend up into Heaven, thou art there; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there." We can never find a solitude 
where God is not. The ever watchful eye of Omniscience is upon all our 
works, and although he can marshal the armies of Heaven to do his will, he 
condescends to accept the services of frail, erring mortals.  {ST, July 14, 
1881 par. 10} 

 
Again some confound God with his spirit, this I did in my earlier days back in 
2009-2012. Transition from Trinitarianism to Non-Trinitarianism carries with it a 
lot of garbage and crude way of explaining things but as we mature in truth, there 
are corrections and clearness of thoughts on those things that seemed obscure 
hence a re-explanations of earlier views.  
 
5. Objection 5: God’s spirit fill the entire universe as what? 
 

 THE PSALMIST REPRESENTS THE PRESENCE OF THE INFINITE ONE AS 
PERVADING THE UNIVERSE. "If I ascend up into Heaven, thou art there; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there." WE CAN NEVER FIND A 
SOLITUDE WHERE GOD IS NOT. The ever watchful EYE OF OMNISCIENCE 
IS UPON ALL OUR WORKS, and although he can marshal the armies of 
Heaven to do his will, he condescends to accept the services of frail, erring 
mortals.  {ST, July 14, 1881 par. 10}. AS EYES 

 
 “Upon all created things is seen the IMPRESS OF THE DEITY. Nature testifies 

of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE, cannot but recognize the working of INFINITE 
POWER. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A MYSTERIOUS LIFE 
PERVADES ALL NATURE--A LIFE THAT SUSTAINS THE UNNUMBERED 
WORLDS THROUGHOUT IMMENSITY, THAT LIVES IN THE INSECT ATOM 
WHICH FLOATS IN THE SUMMER BREEZE, that wings the flight of the 
swallow and feeds the young ravens which cry, that brings the bud to 
blossom and the flower to fruit. {Ed 99.1} AS SUSTAINER 

 
 "I am the way, the truth, and the life," Christ declares: "no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). Christ is invested with power to GIVE 
LIFE TO ALL CREATURES. "As the living Father hath sent me," He says, "and 
I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me." "It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are SPIRIT, AND THEY ARE LIFE" (John 6:57, 63). Christ is 
not here referring to HIS DOCTRINE, but to His PERSON, THE DIVINITY OF 
HIS CHARACTER. "Verily, verily, I say unto you," He says again, "The hour 
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath given him authority to 
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execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man" (John 5:25-27).  {1SM 
249.3}. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE BREATH OF SPIRITUAL LIFE IN THE 
SOUL. THE IMPARTATION OF THE SPIRIT IS THE IMPARTATION OF THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST. IT IMBUES THE RECEIVER WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF 
CHRIST. Only those who are thus taught of God, those who possess the 
inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, 
are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the church.—
[The Desire of Ages, p. 805.] AS DIVINE CHARACTER THAT’S SPIRITUAL 
LIFE 

 
When it comes to the nature of the spirit, we have to remove our shoes because 
we are standing on the holy ground because we cannot JUST DEFINE WHAT IS 
THE SPIRIT but can just experience its work. Refer to John 3:8. Also  
 

 “It is not essential for us to be able to define JUST what the Holy Spirit is. 
Christ tells us that the Spirit is the Comforter, "the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father." It is plainly declared regarding the Holy Spirit 
that, in His work of guiding men into all truth, "He shall not speak of 
Himself." John 15:26; 16:13.  THE NATURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A 
MYSTERY. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to 
them. Men having fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture 
and put a human construction on them, but the acceptance of these views 
will not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which are too 
deep for human understanding, SILENCE IS GOLDEN.  { AA 51.}” 

 
6. Objection 6: Does the spirit fill the universe as a living conscious mind? 
 

 About this, refer to the above quotes but we are told “There are three living 
persons [personalities] of the heavenly trio; in the name of these three 
great powers—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—those who receive 
Christ by living faith are baptized, and these powers will co-operate with 
the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the new life in Christ. 
{Ms21-1906} 

 
So I can’t go beyond this on the issue of how conscious the spirit is conscious or 
how living its living but accept it by faith and hold onto though the Holy spirit is 
not a disembodied cognitive person moving around. If that was were so then the 
plants have and atoms have a conscious mind. The nature of the Holy Spirit is  
mystery. 
 

 “Every faculty that we possess has been provided for us in Christ; for when 
God gave his Son to our world, he included all heaven in his gift. And God 
would have men value their powers as a sacred gift from him. A SPARK OF 
GOD'S OWN LIFE HAS BEEN BREATHED INTO THE HUMAN BODY, MAKING 
MAN A LIVING SOUL, THE POSSESSOR OF MORAL ENDOWMENTS, and A 
WILL to direct his own course of action. He has the privilege of becoming a 
PARTAKER OF THE DIVINE NATURE. This will give him power to conquer 
evil, and love and choose that which is good. He has a CONSCIENCE, 
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WHICH, UNDER THE CONTROL OF GOD, will approve the right and 
condemn the wrong. And he may, if he will, have fellowship with God. He 
may walk and talk with God as did Enoch. THIS HOLY COMPANIONSHIP is 
denied to none who will BELIEVE ON CHRIST as their personal Saviour.  {ST, 
August 26, 1897 par. 8}” 

 
 Christ was an instructor, but in a simple and unassuming manner. Yet no 

one, looking upon the childlike countenance, shining with animation, could 
say HE WAS JUST LIKE OTHER CHILDREN. He was God in human flesh. And 
when urged by His companions to do a wrong action, HIS DIVINITY 
FLASHED THROUGH HUMANITY, and He spoke decidedly. IN A MOMENT 
HE DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG, and placed WRONG 
ACTIONS IN THE LIGHT OF GOD’S COMMANDMENTS, holding up the law 
as a mirror which reflected its light upon the wrong. {Ms37-1898} 

 
Also think about this, the spirit of God, its omnipotent, omnipresent and 
omniscient. But when he gives to us as a spiritual life, does it come or imbue us 
with those three attributes I mean does it make us have those three attributes as 
God? 
 
7. Objection 7: God spirit is not in the sinner as a spark of spiritual life but as a 

sustaining life 
 

 We met these theories again in Topsham, Maine. A brother there, who had 
accepted them, was very sick, and he wanted me to pray for him. I said, “I 
cannot pray for you so long as you and these sisters are so free with one 
another.” He sent for Elder James White who, when he came, asked him, 
“What are you going to do?” “Do!” he said. “Do you ask what I am going to 
do? I am going to cut loose from all these evils. I am going to take my stand 
in harmony with what Sister Ellen Harmon has been presenting to me. I 
accept what she has said as the word of the Lord.” Thus the company with 
which he was connected was broken up. And many more such companies 
were broken up by the light that God gave me. Thus I worked and suffered 
in my girlhood. And all through my life I have had the same errors to meet, 
though not always in the same form. In Living Temple the assertion is made 
that God is in the flower, in the leaf, IN THE SINNER. But God does not live 
in the sinner. The Word declares that He abides only in the hearts of those 
who love Him and do righteousness. GOD DOES NOT ABIDE IN THE HEART 
OF THE SINNER; IT IS THE ENEMY WHO ABIDES THERE. {Ms46-1904}  

 
The spirit doesn’t fill anything as a conscious entity. In plants which are inanimate 
God works in them as a creative power but men have to accept him for him to 
work in them. They have a choice to make for God to work in them to perfect their 
character. In a sinner it can be said it is there in an inanimate lever just as plants 
until he accepts to be worked on to impart spiritual life and work on moral 
capabilities. 
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8. Objection 8: Can Christ breathe out his sprit? 
 
John 20:22 is a good answer 
 

 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

 
9. Objection 9: Was the spirit of God literally upon the face of the water or just 

words? 
 
The cross-reference of Genesis 1:2 is Psalms 29:3, 104:30, 33:6 and all I can add 
to this is 
 

 “Upon all created things is seen the IMPRESS OF THE DEITY. Nature testifies 
of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE, cannot but recognize the working of INFINITE 
POWER. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A MYSTERIOUS LIFE 
PERVADES ALL NATURE--A LIFE THAT SUSTAINS THE UNNUMBERED 
WORLDS THROUGHOUT IMMENSITY, THAT LIVES IN THE INSECT ATOM 
WHICH FLOATS IN THE SUMMER BREEZE, that wings the flight of the 
swallow and feeds the young ravens which cry, that brings the bud to 
blossom and the flower to fruit. {Ed 99.1} AS SUSTAINER 

 
 GOD SPOKE, AND HIS WORDS CREATED His works in the natural world. 

God's creation is but a reservoir of means made ready for Him to employ 
instantly to do His pleasure (Letter 131, 1897). AS CREATIVE POWER 

 
Holy Spirit Possession 
 

 Christianity has a much broader meaning than many have hitherto given 
it. It is not a creed. It is the word of Him who liveth and abideth forever. IT 
IS A LIVING, ANIMATING PRINCIPLE, THAT TAKES POSSESSION OF MIND, 
HEART, MOTIVES, AND THE ENTIRE MAN. (TM, p. 421) 

 
 When the word of God take POSSESSION of the minds of teachers, then they 

are fitted to deal with the education of others. (GCB, April 24, 1901) 
 

 ALL WHO SEARCH THE INSPIRED WORD FOR THEMSELVES WILL GAIN A 
KNOWLEDGE OF A PERSONAL, ABIDING SAVIOUR; and their Christian 
experience will not depend upon feeling, but upon the word of the living God. 
"The words I speak unto you," said Jesus, "they are spirit, and they are life." 
AND THE MORE ONE STUDIES THE WORD OF GOD, THE MORE THAT 
WORD TAKES POSSESSION OF HIS MIND, and he sees deeper and deeper 
into the divine purpose. (RH, August 4, 1896) 
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 It is through the transforming influence of divine grace on human hearts 
that the power of the word of truth is revealed. The truth, proclaimed in 
regions where it has not yet been heard, makes an impression on 
hearts. It seems to have greater power to transform character than 
when presented to those who are familiar with its office work. Truth 
has little power on the hearts of those who walk contrary to it when by 
so doing they can gain advantage for themselves,--those who, while 
claiming to receive it, follow a course opposed to its principles. Such ones 
admit that they believe the truth, but they give no evidence that they are 
sanctified by the truth. The places in which it has never been proclaimed 
are the best places in which to work. The truth is to take possession of 
the will of those who have never before heard it. They will see the 
sinfulness of sin, and their repentance will be thorough and sincere. 
The Lord will work upon hearts that in the past have not often been 
appealed to, hearts that heretofore have not seen the enormity of sin. 
(SW, August 25, 1903) 
 

 God will do great things for those who will OPEN THE HEART TO HIS WORD 
AND LET IT TAKE POSSESSION OF THE SOUL TEMPLE. (CT, p. 396) 

 
I have ever read the following quote but never looked at it keenly to see how it 
reconciles with the Bible without forcing it into it. After looking at it in one of my 
devotions, the difficult was removed and saw how it continues to be contradiction 
to say some literal part of God dwells in man or anything 
 

 From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the 
bright and holy seraph to man, should be a TEMPLE FOR THE INDWELLING 
of the Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple for God. {DA 
161.1} 

 
 1Corinthians 3:16: Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 

SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLETH IN YOU? 
 

 Hebrews 10:5: Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldest not, but a BODY HAST THOU PREPARED ME: 

 
 Hebrews 9:14: How much more shall the blood of Christ, WHO THROUGH 

THE ETERNAL SPIRIT offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
 Galatians 4:6: And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 

of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
 

 Romans 8:15: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. 16: The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God: 
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THE INDWELLING OF CHRIST. 
J. 0. CORLISS: The Bible Echo – October 1, 1893 
 

 THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF CHRIST IS THE RECEPTION OF HIM IN THE 
HEART. When He who is the power of God, is enthroned in man, the power 
is there also, but to be used only by his direction, and under his absolute 
control. God's power cannot be had for any other purpose than to carry out 
the will of Him whose power it is. So if man has that power operate in him, 
it will be when his will has been yielded in subjection to the will of God, 
through the ABIDING PRESENCE OF CHRIST. 
 

 THE RECEPTION OF CHRIST is therefore the all-important point to be 
gained, rather than an ostentatious display of power. This accomplished, 
the desire for power will no longer be in mind. That will be left for God to 
manifest as He wills. The great question to settle first, is, "Am I the Lord's?" 
If so, then He can take care of his own, by using his power in our behalf as 
He wills, even as He uses it through Christ in the plan of salvation as He 
wills. The great need, therefore, in every case, IS TO HAVE CHRIST 
ACTUALLY DWELLING WITHIN. THE PROCESS BY WHICH THIS IS DONE, 
IS STATED BY THE SAVIOUR HIMSELF: "If a man love Me, he will KEEP MY 
WORDS; and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him." John 14:23. Whoever accepts this promise just as it is 
given, and fulfils the conditions it enjoins, becomes the house—the dwelling-
place—of GOD, AND CHRIST, AS HIS SON, is made head over the house, to 
control and guide its affairs at all times. Heb. 3:6. This requires the 
presentation of the body as a living sacrifice to God, that He may transform 
it into a holy habitation for Himself, wherein He may both will and do 
according to his good pleasure. Rom. 12:1, 2 ; Phil. 2:13. 
 

 HE WHO SUBMITS TO HAVE CHRIST COME IN TO RULE OVER HIS HEART 
AND MIND, accepts an infinite legacy. He has more than simply the name 
of belonging to Christ. Christ is his, in fact, with all he possesses. IS CHRIST 
THE SON OF GOD? HE WHO HAS CHRIST IS ALSO A SON. i John 3:2. IS 
CHRIST ONE WITH THE FATHER? John 10:30. SO IS HE WHO HAS THE 
INDWELLING CHRIST. John 17:23. GOD RECOGNIZES THE CALL, "Father," 
FROM ALL AS SUCH, because in every case IT IS THE CRY OF HIS OWN 
BELOVED SON, WHO BY HIS SPIRIT CALLS from the heart of an adopted 
child. Gal. 4:6. 
 

 Every supplication of this kind is sure to meet a response from the throne 
of God. Had Christ, when on earth, demanded twelve legions of angels, they 
would have been forthcoming. Matt. 26:53. Will any request from Him now 
pass unheeded? Impossible. When A PETITION IS INDITED BY THE SPIRIT 
OF CHRIST DWELLING WITHIN A HUMAN HEART, that petition is sure to 
be answered. It cannot be otherwise; for the very purpose of giving THE 
SPIRIT OF CHRIST TO DWELL WITH MEN IS THAT IT MAY MAKE 
INTERCESSION FOR THEM, and so cause the prayers of their longing hearts 
to lodge in heaven. 
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 It ought to be counted by all a boundless privilege to be permitted to give 

their bodies to God as his house—THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT—AND 
HAVE THEM THUS CONTROLLED BY THE SON OF GOD—JESUS CHRIST. 
This done, the Lord keeps his own house from all intruders, and so from all 
defilement. But as confidence in his word is the condition upon which He 
condescends to make our bodies his house, so the holding fast that 
confidence is the assurance of his continued abode there. This condition 
must be met whether one walks in sunshine or shadow— whether he feels 
it or not. In this way, and this alone, one may hold the rejoicing of his hope 
firm unto the end. 
 

 CHRIST DWELLS IN THE HEART BY FAITH. Eph. 3:17. Hence WHEN FAITH 
GIVES WAY TO DOUBT, CHRIST IS THEREBY EXPELLED, the light of life is 
removed, and darkness reigns instead. In this condition fellowship with 
Christ cannot exist. To retain Christ by faith is to have complete fellowship 
with Him. i John i:5-7. Thus constant communion is enjoyed, and every 
petition from a longing heart meets a response in heaven. John 15:7. It is 
thus seen that the prayer of the petitioner is heard for the sake of Him who 
dwells within, dictating the request, and so power is bestowed, that Christ 
may use it in behalf of the house in which He dwells. The use of the name 
of Jesus in prayer is, therefore, AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO GOD THAT 
HIS SON IS RECOGNIZED AS A DWELLER IN THE HEART, and that the 
blessings asked are expected for his sake alone who does dwell there. Then 
selfish requests will not be made, but everything asked will be for the 
GLORY OF THE HEAVENLY GUEST WITHIN. So, in granting what is asked, 
THE FATHER IS GLORIFIED IN CHRIST, rather than in the house in which 
He dwells. John 14:13. 
 

 But a mere desire or want expressed, does not meet the required condition, 
since that may be done without the exercise of the will. The use of the will 
implies action. God acted his will toward men by sending Jesus Christ as a 
sacrifice of his everlasting covenant in their behalf. Whoever receives 
benefit from that expressed will must also act his will in fulfilling the 
conditions it imposes on all. The first demand upon the will of man in this 
matter is thus stated by the Saviour: "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Matt 11:28. In responding to this 
invitation, the will of the individual must act in accordance with the will of 
God as expressed in the tender words of solicitude toward him. To simply 
want to come will not meet the case, since one may want a thing and 
never receive it. But when one says, "I will have it," then every energy 
bends in that direction. Nothing will be too dear to give up in order that 
the will may be carried out. So when one wills to have just what God wills 
for him, he is justified in making everything yield to the carrying out of that 
will, because it is God's will. This makes man a co-worker with God, and as 
long as he sustains that relation, nothing is impossible to him, from the fact 
that his will is in perfect accord with God's will. In this case self knows no 
desire aside from those expressed by God. Self is reckoned dead indeed unto 
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sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord." Consequently every 
member of the body, instead of being controlled by sin, is yielded to God as 
his instrument of righteousness. Rom. 6:11-13. Then God works in the 
individual both to will and to do of his good pleasure, which is always right. 
Phil. 2:13. 

 
The Power of God’s Word 
J. O. Corliss: The Bible Echo – September 1, 1892 
 

 It is interesting at times to analyze the statements we read in the Word of 
God, because by so doing we discover a depth or meaning in them which is 
not revealed by a casual reading. For instance, we read, "The Word of GOD 
is quick and powerful." Heb. 4:12. THIS CARRIES LITTLE CONVICTION 
WITH IT UNLESS ONE STOPS TO PONDER ITS INTENT. But when we notice 
by other texts, as 2 Tim. 4:1 ; Rom. 8:11 ; Eph. 2:1 etc., that the word "quick" 
is used in contrast with death, and really means life, or living, the text 
immediately assumes a new phase, because of the engaging line of thought 
it suggests. 
 

 The Word of GOD, then, is not an inert mass of expressions, but IS A 
LIVELY WORD, CAPABLE OF PRODUCING ACTION. This is brought out by 
the word "powerful," which comes from a word meaning energetic, or active. 
But that which is energetic has energy, or inherent power, and this gives 
capacity to operate and produce effect. GOD'S WORD HAS THIS POWER to 
the fullest extent, so that whatever it utters becomes so, even though the 
elements of which it consists were never before in existence. For example, 
in Rom. 4:17 we read that God calls "those things which be not as though 
they were." For a finite being to do this would be but to falsify; but when 
God speaks thus, his word makes it so. 
 

 As stated by the psalmist, "He spake, and it was." Ps. 33:9. Thus GOD'S 
WORD IS CREATIVE POWER; that is, power to form out of nothing, or to 
cause to exist. In other words, God called things that were not, and 
immediately they were. The same Word HAS LIFE-GIVING POWER also. 
When Lazarus lay in the tomb, having been four days dead, the SON OF 
GOD spoke the words, "Lazarus, come forth," and immediately he that was 
dead came forth from the grave, to be a living example of the POWER OF 
THE WORD OF CHRIST. True, CHRIST was present in person on that 
occasion; but the result would have been the same had He spoken thus while 
in another part of the country. This is shown by the effect of his words 
spoken at Cana of Galilee, upon the son of a nobleman, who was sick at 
Capernaum. John 4:46-53. The nobleman, having heard of the power of 
CHRIST, went to Cana, and besought the SAVIOUR to go down and heal his 
son, who was at the point of death. The reply of CHRIST was simply, " Go 
thy way; thy son liveth." The man believed, turned homeward, and on his 
way was met by his servants, who told him that his son was alive and well. 
Upon inquiry the father learned that the fever left his son at the very time 
when THE WORD WAS SPOKEN BY CHRIST. 
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 THE MYSTERY OF THE WORD taking effect without the personal presence 

of CHRIST is explained by a statement made to the Jews: "It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth; ...the words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are 
life." John 6:63. THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BY WHICH HIS WORD IS PRODUCED, 
REMAINS IN THE WORD; AND WHEN THAT WORD IS RECEIVED BY ANY 
ONE FOR WHAT IT IS, THE SPIRIT ACCOMPANYING IT’ PERFORMS THE 
WORK. But if, on the other hand, one receives the Word of God simply as a 
narrative of facts, or as that which had a local power only, he gets but the 
letter of the Word without the Spirit, in which case no life or living power 
attends it. 2 Cor. 3:6. 
 

 THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN THE WORD OF GOD IS CHRIST HIMSELF. "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God." "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the FATHER), full of grace and 
truth." John 1:1, 14. True, no one is able to fathom the depths of these 
scriptures; but one thing can be learned from them, that THE LIFE AND 
POWER OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS IN SOME WAY SO BLENDED WITH 
THE WORD OF TRUTH THAT HE WHO PROPERLY RECEIVES THE WORD 
RECEIVES CHRIST, WHO BECOMES THE POWER AND LIFE OF THE ONE 
RECEIVING HIM. This is plainly taught where it is said that "the Word of 
life," which was from the beginning, has been seen and handled, and was 
manifested to mortals, and was in turn declared by them to be eternal life, 
so that we too, who believe, may have fellowship, through that Word, with 
GOD, and his SON, JESUS CHRIST. I John 1:1-3. 
 

 THE INDWELLING OF CHRIST WITH THE WORD IS ITS RECONCILING 
POWER. As all are reconciled to GOD by Jesus CHRIST (2 Cor. 5:18), it 
follows that if the word is one of reconciliation (verse 19), IT HAS THE 
INDWELLING OF CHRIST, to effect such a result. Then, AS CHRIST DWELLS 
IN HIS WORD BY HIS SPIRIT, HE WHO HAS THE WORD OF GOD FULLY IN 
THE HEART, HAS CHRIST THERE IN ALL HIS FULNESS. The psalmist says, 
"Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee." Ps. 
119:11. BY HIDING THE WORD IN THE HEART, CHRIST IS THERE ALSO IN 
POWER, TO GUIDE AWAY FROM SIN AND INTO RIGHTEOUSNESS. In 
harmony with this, we are told that "whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed reinaineth in him." John 3:9. THE SEED OF GOD 
WHICH REMAINS IN THE CONVERTED PERSON IS THE "Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever." 1 Peter 1:23. 

 Thus the WORD OF GOD DWELLING IN THE HEART IS A LIVING, ACTIVE 
FACULTY, WHICH IS NONE OTHER THAN CHRIST HIMSELF AS 
REPRESENTED BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. HE IS THE KEEPING POWER OF THE 
WORD to every one who receives it in implicit faith, even to salvation from 
sin in this life, and to eternal salvation in the world to come. 

 
Accepting God’s Channels  
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 Heavenly angels are acquainted with our words and actions, and even 
with the thoughts and intents of the heart. You, dear brother, fear that 
the truth will cost you too much, but this is one of Satan's suggestions. Let 
it take all that you possess, and it does not cost too much; the value received, 
if rightly estimated, is an eternal weight of glory. How little is required of 
us! How small the sacrifice that we can make in comparison with that which 
our divine Lord made for us! And yet a spirit of murmuring comes over you 
because of the cost of everlasting life. You, as well as others of your 
brethren at -----, have had severe conflicts with the great adversary of souls. 
You have several times nearly yielded the conflict, but the influence of your 
wife and eldest daughter has prevailed. These members of your family 
would obey the truth with the whole heart could they have your influence to 
sustain them.  {1T 544.2}.  
 

 A measure of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. Through 
the ministry of the angels, the Holy Spirit is enabled to work upon the 
mind and heart of the human agent, and draw him to Christ, who has 
paid the ransom money for his soul, that the sinner may be rescued from 
the slavery of sin and Satan. But the Spirit of God does not interfere with 
the freedom of the human agent. The Holy Spirit is given to be a helper, so 
that the human agent may cooperate with the divine intelligences; and it is 
its province to draw the soul, but never to force obedience. Christ is ready 
to impart all heavenly influences. He knows every temptation that comes to 
man, and the capabilities of every human agent. He weighs his strength. He 
sees the present and the future, and presents before the mind the 
obligations that should be met, and urges that common, earthly things shall 
not be permitted to be so absorbing that eternal things shall be lost out of 
reckoning. The Lord has fulness of grace to bestow on every one that will 
receive the heavenly gift. The Holy Spirit will bring the God-entrusted 
capabilities into Christ's service, and will mold and fashion the human agent 
according to the divine Pattern, in proportion as the human agent shall 
earnestly desire the transformation.  {YI, July 5, 1894 par. 5} 

 
In God's divine plan, angels play a part in being the eyes of God and manifesting 
his power in all places in accordance with his will  
 

 [A measure of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. Through the 
ministry of the angels, the Holy Spirit is enabled to work upon the mind 
and heart of the human agent, and draw him to Christ.  {YI, July 5, 1894 
par. 5}].  

 
Also human beings acts this part  
 

 [Those who are in connection with God are channels for the power of the 
Holy Spirit. {Lt54-1894}]  

 
 [When God pointed out to Philip his work, the disciple did not say, as many 

are saying today, "God does not mean that. I will not be too confident, or I 
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shall make a mistake." Philip that day learned a lesson of conformity to 
God's will which was worth everything to him. He learned that every soul is 
precious in the sight of God, and that angels will bring to the appointed 
agencies light for those who are in need of it. The heavenly angels do not 
undertake the work of preaching the gospel. Through the ministration 
of angels God sends light to His people, and through His people this 
light is to be given to the world. The Holy Spirit will guide and instruct 
men and women if they will show themselves willing to be guided by placing 
themselves in positions where they can communicate the light received.  
{BEcho, December 10, 1900 par. 12}]  

 
To say that angel's or the word are the Holy Spirit would fall short of the totality 
of what the Holy Spirit is. But the danger is to go in the other direction and 
deny that angels and the Word are channels of the Holy Spirit, and when 
acting as such they are bringing the spirit of God to us. My understanding is 
that this is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Henceforth Jesus said "the words I 
speak to you are spirit". 
 
Angels are called ministering spirits, they are holy also. Therefore my conclusion 
is that when we are receiving the spirit through angels or the Word, then they (the 
instruments) are that very thing themselves i.e. The Holy Spirit but this is not a 
question of A=B and so B=A 
 

 [These heavenly messengers are not attracted to the crowd where minds 
are diverted from heavenly things. THEIR PURE AND HOLY SPIRITS cannot 
remain in the company where Jesus' presence is not desired and 
encouraged, and his absence not marked. For this reason great mourning, 
grief, and discouragement exist. Through lack of meditation, watchfulness, 
and prayer, they have lost all that is valuable. The divine rays of light 
emanating from Jesus are not with them, cheering them with their loving, 
elevating influence. They are enshrouded in gloom, because their careless, 
irreverent spirit has separated Jesus from their company, and driven the 
heavenly ministering angels from them.  {1Red 31.1}.  

 
That doesn't imply that they are the source of the spirit or the totality of the spirit, 
but they are spirits for that is what they minister. So obviously with this 
understanding, to decouple the spirit from the instrument is to leave people with 
the notion that we believe in disembodied spirits. 
 
Remember God is bound by his own attributes and his perfect plan. So in that 
sense he is dependent upon his creation to accomplish his will, because he has 
ordained it as such. Over and over again the Ellen White teaches this principle. 
Jesus could have moved that stone before he raised Lazarus from the dead but he 
would not do man's part for him. Jesus could grow a tomato very easily without 
my help, but that's not the way it works. 
 
Just to clarify a little further, I wouldn’t say that "angels are the Holy Spirit" or 
"the Word is the Holy Spirit" because I don't think that would in totality be correct 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

148 
 
 

obviously. However I wouldn't make an effort to separate the Holy Spirit from 
God's angels or his word either, this in my opinion is an overcompensation that 
would open the door for disembodied spirits and some form of pantheism at that 
point. Jesus said the words that I speak to you are spirt and life, he didn't say the 
words are a channel of the spirit. Based on my understanding of the ministration 
of God's spirit (Zechariah 4) I think it's wrong to make efforts to separate the spirit 
from the channel, because when operating as such they are so interrelated that 
they cannot be separated. By refusing to acknowledge the channels God has 
appointed to commune with us and to be benefited by them, men are preparing 
to be ministered to by evil angels and to miss a higher education from angels  
 

 [Human agencies are the hands of heavenly instrumentalities, for heavenly 
angels employ human hands in practical ministry. Human agencies as 
hand helpers are to work out the knowledge and use the facilities of 
heavenly beings. By uniting with these powers that are omnipotent, we 
are benefited by their higher education and experience. Thus as we 
become partakers of the divine nature, and separate selfishness from our 
lives, special talents for helping one another are granted us. This is heaven's 
way of administering saving power.  {6T 456.3} 

 
 "JESUS will not be found in the company of those who are careless of HIS 

PRESENCE, and who engage in conversation having no reference to their 
Redeemer, in whom they profess their hopes of eternal life are centered. 
JESUS shuns the company of such, so also do the ANGELS who do his 
commands. These heavenly MESSENGERS are not attracted to the crowd 
where minds are diverted from heavenly things. These PURE and HOLY 
SPIRITS cannot remain in the company where JESUS’ presence is not 
desired and encouraged, and his absence not marked. For this reason, great 
mourning, grief, and discouragement exist. Through lack of meditation, 
watchfulness, and prayer, they have lost all that is valuable. The divine rays 
of light emanating FROM JESUS are not with them, cheering them with their 
loving, elevating influence. They are enshrouded in gloom, because THEIR 
careless, irreverent SPIRIT has separated JESUS from their company, and 
driven the ministering ANGELS from them." [2SP 37.1] 

 
 Every child may gain knowledge as Jesus did. As we try to become 

acquainted with our heavenly Father through His Word, angels will 
draw near, our minds will be strengthened, our characters will be 
elevated and refined.  {CG 51.2} 
 

It is great to know that all heaven is enlisted on our side for our salvation and the 
Father and the Son has put a bulwark of defence for the heirs of salvation. And 
though good angels can read our thoughts, evil angels cannot and this is to our 
advantage so that the when the good angels realize we are about to veer off the 
way, our “ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in 
it” Isaiah 30:21 when we turn to the right hand, and when we turn to the left. 
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Evil Spirit Possession 
 
Mark 9:17-29 ESV / 41    

 And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to 
you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it seizes him, 
it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. 
So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And he 
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How 
long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to 
him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he 
fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked 
his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 
childhood. ... 

 
James 4:7 ESV / 36    

 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 

 
1 Peter 5:8 ESV / 28    

 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like 
a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 
Matthew 12:43-45 ESV / 24    

 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through 
waterless places seeking rest, but finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to 
my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house empty, 
swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits 
more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of 
that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with this evil 
generation.” 

 
1 John 4:4 ESV / 19    

 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who 
is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

 
Mark 5:1-20 ESV / 18    

 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And 
when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no 
one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been 
bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he 
broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night 
and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out 
and cutting himself with stones. ... 

 
Acts 16:16-18 ESV / 16    

 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who 
had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-
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telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she kept 
doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said 
to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.” And it came out that very hour. 

 
Ephesians 6:10-18 ESV / 14    

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, 
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, ... 

 
Luke 10:17-20 ESV / 14    

 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing 
shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

 
Matthew 17:14-20 ESV / 13    

 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling 
before him, said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he 
suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And 
I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” And Jesus 
answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed 
instantly. ... 

 
Luke 11:14 ESV / 12    

 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone 
out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 

 
John 8:44 ESV / 8    

 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his 
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
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Luke 11:24 ESV / 8    
 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through 

waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my 
house from which I came.’ 

 
Mark 6:7 ESV / 8    

 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. 

 
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 ESV / 7    

 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For 
if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, 
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept 
a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily 
enough. 

 
Luke 13:11 ESV / 7    

 And there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. 
She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 

 
Matthew 15:22-28 ESV / 7    

 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely 
oppressed by a demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples 
came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after 
us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And he 
answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the 
dogs.” ... 

 
Matthew 8:28 ESV / 7    

 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two 
demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no 
one could pass that way. 

 
Daniel 10:13 ESV / 7    

 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with 
the kings of Persia,  

 
 [Daniel 10:12, 13 quoted.] By this we see that heavenly agencies have to 

contend with hindrances before the purpose of God is fulfilled in its time. 
The king of Persia was controlled by the highest of all evil angels. He 
refused, as did Pharaoh, to obey the word of the Lord. Gabriel declared, 
He withstood me twenty-one days by his representations against the Jews. 
But Michael came to his help, and then he remained with the kings of Persia, 
holding the powers in check, giving right counsel against evil counsel. 
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Good and evil angels are taking a part in the planning of God in His earthly 
kingdom. It is God's purpose to carry forward His work in correct lines, in 
ways that will advance His glory. But Satan is ever trying to counterwork 
God's purpose. Only by humbling themselves before God can God's servants 
advance His work. Never are they to depend on their own efforts or on 
outward display for success (Letter 201, 1899).   

 
 We have before us in the Word of God instances of heavenly agencies 

working on the minds of kings and rulers, while at the same time 
satanic agencies were also at work on their minds. No human eloquence, 
in strongly set forth human opinions, can change the working of satanic 
agencies. Satan seeks continually to block the way, so that the truth shall 
be bound about by human devising; and those who have light and 
knowledge are in the greatest danger unless they constantly consecrate 
themselves to God, humiliating self, and realizing the peril of the times. 
Heavenly beings are appointed to answer the prayers of those who are 
working unselfishly for the interests of the cause of God. The very highest 
angels in the heavenly courts are appointed to work out the prayers which 
ascend to God for the advancement of the cause of God. Each angel has his 
particular post of duty, which he is not permitted to leave for any other 
place. If he should leave, the powers of darkness would gain an advantage. 
Day by day the conflict between good and evil is going on. Why is it that 
those who have had many opportunities and advantages do not realize the 
intensity of this work? They should be intelligent in regard to this. God is 
the Ruler. By His supreme power He holds in check and controls earthly 
potentates. Through His agencies He does the work which was ordained 
before the foundation of the world. As a people we do not understand as we 
should the great conflict going on between invisible agencies, the 
controversy between loyal and disloyal angels. Evil angels are constantly 
at work, planning their line of attack, controlling as commanders, 
kings, and rulers, the disloyal human forces.  I call upon the ministers 
of Christ to press home upon the understanding of all who come within 
the reach of their voice, the truth of the ministration of angels. Do not 
indulge in fanciful speculations. The written Word is our only safety. We 
must pray as did Daniel, that we may be guarded by heavenly intelligences. 
As ministering spirits angels are sent forth to minister to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation. Pray, my brethren, pray as you have never 
prayed before. We are not prepared for the Lord's coming. We need to make 
thorough work for eternity (Letter 201, 1899). 

 
Revelation 12:9 ESV / 5    

 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called 
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

 
1 John 4:1 ESV / 5    

 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
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Ephesians 1:13 ESV / 5    

 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 

 
Luke 4:33-36 ESV / 5    

 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean 
demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—
the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come 
out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he 
came out of him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and 
said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he 
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 

 
Revelation 16:14 ESV / 4    

 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings 
of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 
Almighty. 

 
Luke 8:28 ESV / 4    

 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a 
loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beg you, do not torment me.” 

 
Matthew 8:16 ESV / 4    

 That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, 
and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. 

 
Mark 1:32 

 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all 
who were ill and those who were demon-possessed. 

 
Mark 1:23-26 

 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he 
cried out, saying, "What business do we have with each other, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One 
of God!" And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 

 
2 Corinthians 12:7 

 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to 
keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me--to keep me from exalting myself! 
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Paul was not possessed by demon at this point but was tormented by the devil, 
there is no difference though 
 
1 Samuel 18:9-10 

 Saul looked at David with suspicion from that day on. Now it came about on 
the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul, and 
he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp with 
his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul's hand. 

 
Matthew 12:22 

 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was brought to 
Jesus, and He healed him, so that the mute man spoke and saw. 

 
Luke 22:3 

 And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the 
number of the twelve. 

 
Acts 5:16 

 Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming 
together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, 
and they were all being healed. 

 
Acts 19:13-16 

 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, 
attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord 
Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." Seven sons of 
one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. And the evil spirit answered 
and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are 
you?" 

 
James 4:7 –  

 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 

 
Matthew 10:1 –  

 And when he had called unto [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them power 
[against] unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness 
and all manner of disease. 

 
I would like us to consider something about demon possession, it would be a 
catalyst of knowing also how we are possessed by the spirit of God and how angels 
work too. 
 

 In the Saviour's presence he was roused to long for freedom, but the demon 
resisted the power of Christ. When the man tried to appeal to Jesus for help, 
the EVIL SPIRIT PUT WORDS INTO HIS MOUTH, and he cried out in an agony 
of fear. The demoniac partially comprehended that he was in the presence 
of One who could set him free; but when he tried to come within reach of 
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that mighty hand, ANOTHER'S WILL HELD HIM, ANOTHER'S WORDS 
FOUND UTTERANCE THROUGH HIM. {MH 91.5} 

 
 Satan cannot READ OUR THOUGHTS, BUT HE CAN SEE OUR ACTIONS, 

HEAR OUR WORDS; and from his long knowledge of the human family, he 
can SHAPE his temptations to take advantage of our weak points of 
character. And how often do we let him into the secret of how he may obtain 
the victory over us. OH, THAT WE MIGHT CONTROL OUR WORDS AND 
ACTIONS! How strong we would become if our words were of such an order 
that we would not be ashamed to meet the record of them in the day of 
judgment. How different will they appear in the day of God from what they 
seem when we utter them.--Review and Herald, February 27, 1913. {MYP 
328.1} 

 
 There are multitudes today as truly UNDER THE POWER OF EVIL SPIRITS 

AS WAS THE DEMONIAC OF CAPERNAUM. All who willfully DEPART FROM 
GOD'S COMMANDMENTS ARE PLACING THEMSELVES UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF SATAN. Many a man tampers with evil, thinking that he can 
break away at pleasure; but he is lured on and on, until he finds himself 
CONTROLLED BY A WILL STRONGER THAN HIS OWN. HE CANNOT 
ESCAPE ITS MYSTERIOUS POWER. Secret sin or master passion may hold 
him a captive as helpless as was the demoniac of Capernaum. {MH 92.3} 

 
 It is expressly stated that Satan works in the children of disobedience, NOT 

MERELY HAVING ACCESS TO THEIR MINDS, but WORKING THROUGH 
THEIR INFLUENCE, CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS, to draw others into 
the same disobedience. IF EVIL ANGELS HAVE SUCH POWER OVER THE 
CHILDREN OF MEN IN THEIR DISOBEDIENCE, HOW MUCH GREATER 
POWER THE GOOD ANGELS HAVE OVER THOSE WHO ARE STRIVING TO 
BE OBEDIENT. When we put our trust in Jesus Christ, working obedience 
unto righteousness, ANGELS OF GOD WORK IN OUR HEARTS UNTO 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. It is due to the guardianship and working of the angels 
of God for your wife that she has not apostatized. Heavenly angels have 
guarded her. Now it is time that you took your position beside her as a 
houseband, to bind up your children, yourself, and your wife in solemn 
covenant with God, TO OBEDIENCE UNTO OBEDIENCE. {Lt116-1899} 

 
 By INDOLENCE, not only the moral strength is weakened, and the impulse 

of passion increased, but SATAN'S ANGELS TAKE POSSESSION OF THE 
WHOLE CITADEL OF THE MIND, AND COMPEL CONSCIENCE to surrender 
to vile passion. (ApM, p. 19) 

 
 If permitted, the EVIL ANGELS WILL WORK THE MINDS of men until they 

have no mind or will of their own. (MS 64, 1904; in 1MCP, p. 24) 
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Either the evil angels or the angels of God are controlling the minds of men. 
 

 Our minds are GIVEN TO THE CONTROL OF GOD OR TO THE CONTROL 
OF THE POWERS OF DARKNESS; and it will be well for us to inquire where 
we are standing today --whether under the bloodstained banner of Prince 
Emmanuel or under the black banner of the powers of darkness. (MS 1, 
1890; in 6BC, p. 1120) 

 
 Satanic agencies were incorporated with men. The bodies of human beings, 

made for the dwelling place of God, had become the habitation of demons. 
THE SENSES, THE NERVES, THE PASSIONS, THE ORGANS OF MEN, WERE 
WORKED BY SUPERNATURAL AGENCIES IN THE INDULGENCE of the vilest 
lust. The very stamp of demons was impressed upon the countenances of 
men. Human faces reflected the expression of the legions of evil with which 
they were possessed. Such was the prospect upon which the world's 
Redeemer looked. What a spectacle for Infinite Purity to behold! (DA, p. 36) 

 
Think about this: 
 
What's the evil spirit? It would be answered “are they not fallen angels exercising 
their powers over fallen men. Truth but not necessarily absolute truth. Someone 
can tell you, you are having an evil spirit it doesn't always mean you have a fallen 
angel, what do they mean? Satan has control over your mind, emotions, thoughts 
and ideas. Thoughts lead to habit formation and character formation which may 
be reason why they through your mind can control the physical body. This is the 
truth. So the biggest question is how did Lucifer come to be possessed with evil 
spirit, and where did come from? Was Satan possessed by fallen angel in the very 
first instance of the origin of evil in heaven? 
 
Yes he was possessed but there was no evil spirit, only what was entertained was 
vanity, envy, jealous and lies. This made Satan a being with an evil spirit. What is 
my point?! How do we get possessed? Satan exercising his will through us 
 
Hence 
 
John 8:31-51 

 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
TEACHING, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and 
the TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE.” 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that 
we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who 
sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 
but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking 
for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling 
you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, AND YOU ARE DOING WHAT 
YOU HAVE HEARD FROM YOUR FATHER” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they 
answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you 
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would DO WHAT ABRAHAM DID. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill 
me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did 
not do such things. 41 You are DOING THE WORKS OF YOUR OWN FATHER.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have 
is God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would 
love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God 
sent me. 43 WHY IS MY LANGUAGE NOT CLEAR TO YOU? Because you are 
unable to hear what I say. 44 YOU BELONG TO YOUR FATHER, THE 
DEVIL, AND YOU WANT TO CARRY OUT YOUR FATHER’S DESIRES. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, NOT HOLDING TO THE TRUTH, FOR 
THERE IS NO TRUTH IN HIM. WHEN HE LIES, HE SPEAKS HIS NATIVE 
LANGUAGE, FOR HE IS A LIAR AND THE FATHER OF LIES. 45 Yet because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of 
sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs 
to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not 
belong to God.” 48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that 
YOU ARE A SAMARITAN AND DEMON-POSSESSED?” 49 “I am not possessed 
by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I 
AM NOT SEEKING GLORY FOR MYSELF; BUT THERE IS ONE WHO SEEKS 
IT, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, WHOEVER OBEYS MY WORD 
WILL NEVER SEE DEATH.” 

 
Again a question I may ask, did Satan possess the good angels and they fell in 
heaven? Yes. How? He communicated his mind and ideas, they accepted them and 
so possessed the evil spirit and became channels of the same [Revelation 12:4: 
And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the 
earth]. What is meant by a tail [Isaiah 9:15: The ancient and honourable, he is the 
head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail]. That is how Satan appeared 
to Eve and made her fall. 
 
The devil never entered them, he lied to them and they accepted the lies ad 
became fallen, evil angels and evil spirits. He used lies to persuade them. Yes, he 
didn’t enter them yet possessed their minds with lies. The conversation with Eve 
too, the devil through the medium of the serpent was outside Eve yet Eve sinned. 
She accepted to carry the will of another not her will, this is demon possession. 
 
1Kings22:6-25:  
 

 6 Then the king of Israel gathered the PROPHETS [THAT’S THE SPEAKERS 
ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON OR SEERS] together, about four 
hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall I forbear?  And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it 
into the hand of the king. 7: And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a 
prophet of the LORD besides [SPEAKER OF GOD/HE WHO IS INSPIRED OF 
GOD], that we might enquire of him? 8: And the king of Israel said unto 
Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we 
may enquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good 
concerning me, but evil.  And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9: 
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Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the 
son of Imlah. 10: And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
sat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the 
entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before 
them. 11: And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and 
he said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until 
thou have consumed them. 12: And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, 
Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the 
king's hand. 13: And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake 
unto him, saying, Behold now, THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS DECLARE 
GOOD unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the 
word of one of them, and SPEAK THAT WHICH IS GOOD. [FOR GOOD OR 
BAD WORDS HAVE AN EFFECT UPON THE MIND. 14: And Micaiah said, 
AS THE LORD LIVETH, WHAT THE LORD SAITH UNTO ME, THAT WILL I 
SPEAK. [I WILL EXERCISE THE WILL OF GOD, WHAT I SHALL HEAR IS 
WHAT I SHALL SPEAK - Joh:3:34: For he whom God hath sent speaketh the 
words of God, Joh:8:38: I speak that which I have seen with my Father, 
Joh:8:28: but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. Joh:12:49: 
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me 
a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak., 50: And I 
know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak 
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak., Joh:13:18: I speak 
not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be 
fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.]. 
15: So he came to the king.  And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we 
go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?  And he answered 
him, Go, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 
[THIS WAS THE WORDS OF SATAN SPOKEN THROUGH FALSE PROPHETS] 
16: And the king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee that 
thou tell me nothing but that WHICH IS TRUE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD? 
17: And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have 
not a shepherd: AND THE LORD SAID, These have no master: let them 
return every man to his house in peace. 18: And the king of Israel said unto 
Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would PROPHESY NO GOOD 
CONCERNING ME, but evil? 19: And he said, Hear thou therefore the word 
of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing by him on his right hand and on his left. 20: And the LORD said, 
WHO SHALL PERSUADE Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?  
And one said on this manner, and another said on that manner. 21: And 
there came FORTH A SPIRIT [AN EVIL ANGEL], and stood before the LORD, 
and said, I will persuade him. 22: And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith?  
And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF 
ALL HIS PROPHETS.  And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail 
also: go forth, and do so. 23: Now therefore, behold, the LORD HATH PUT 
A LYING SPIRIT IN THE MOUTH OF ALL THESE THY PROPHETS, and the 
LORD hath spoken evil concerning thee. 24: But Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, WHICH 
WAY WENT THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD FROM ME TO SPEAK UNTO THEE? 
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[HE FORGETS THAT MICAIAH HAS SAID ABOVE THAT HE WAS CARRIED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND WITNESSED THE CONVERSATION AND 
HE WAS JUST REPORTING. 
 
BRACKETS AND EMPHASIS MINE 

 
And so here we have a possession of the spirit or a lying spirit and by what means, 
PUTTING THEIR WORDS ON THE MOUTH OF THOSE WHO WOULD NOT HOLD TO 
TRUTH. The following is key to me. Who said the words crucify him first? 
 

 In the contest between Christ and Satan, during the Saviour's earthly 
ministry, the character of the great deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could 
so effectually have uprooted Satan from the affections of the heavenly 
angels and the whole loyal universe as did his cruel warfare upon the 
world's Redeemer. The daring blasphemy of his demand that Christ should 
pay him homage, his presumptuous boldness in bearing him to the 
mountain summit and the pinnacle of the temple, the malicious intent 
betrayed in urging him to cast himself down from the dizzy height, the 
unsleeping malice that hunted him from place to place, inspiring the 
hearts of priests and people to reject his love, and at the last to cry, 
“Crucify him! crucify him!”—all this excited the amazement and indignation 
of the universe. It was Satan that prompted the world's rejection of 
Christ. The prince of evil exerted all his power and cunning to destroy Jesus; 
for he saw that the Saviour's mercy and love, his compassion and pitying 
tenderness, were representing to the world the character of God. Satan 
contested every claim put forth by the Son of God, and employed men as his 
agents to fill the Saviour's life with suffering and sorrow. The sophistry and 
falsehood by which he had sought to hinder the work of Jesus, the hatred 
manifested through the children of disobedience, his cruel accusations 
against Him whose life was one of unexampled goodness, all sprung 
from deep-seated revenge. The pent-up fires of envy and malice, hatred 
and revenge, burst forth on Calvary against the Son of God, while all 
Heaven gazed upon the scene in silent horror. {GC88 501.1, 2} 

 
 The same hatred that PROMPTED the cry, "Crucify Him! crucify Him!" the 

same hatred that led to the persecution of the disciples, still WORKS in the 
children of disobedience. T{AA 84.3} 

 
 This conflict was opened upon the Son of God. He was afflicted, He was 

despised and rejected, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. The 
Majesty of heaven had to leave the scene of His labor again and again 
because of Satan’s bruising His heel, and finally Satan’s malignity reached 
its utmost power when Satan INSPIRED and CONTROLLED the MINDS of 
wicked men to crucify Him. {CTr 248.5} 

 
 And now another scene passed before him. He had been shown the work 

of Satan in leading the Jews to reject Christ, while they professed to 
honor His Father's law. He now saw the Christian world under a similar 
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deception in professing to accept Christ while they rejected God's law. 
He had heard from the priests and elders the frenzied cry, "Away with 
Him!" "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" and now he heard from professedly 
Christian teachers the cry, "Away with the law!" {PP 476.2} 

 
 If you would see what man will do when he rejects the INFLUENCE OF THE 

GRACE OF GOD, look to that scene in the judgment hall, when the infuriated 
mob, headed by Jewish priests and elders, clamored for the life of the Son 
of God. See the divine Sufferer standing by the side of Barabbas, and Pilate 
asking which he should release unto them. The hoarse cry [THIS SHOULD 
BE SATAN], swelled by hundreds of passionate, Satan- inspired voices, is, 
"Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas" (Luke 23:18)! And when 
Pilate asked what was to be done with Jesus they cried, "Crucify him, crucify 
him" (Luke 23:21)! {2SM 129.3}. Emphasis and brackets mine 

 
 Again he asked the question, "Why, what evil hath de done?" and again they 

cried out, "Crucify him!" Once more Pilate expostulated with them against 
putting to death one against whom they could prove nothing. Again, to 
conciliate them, he proposed to chastise him and let him go. It was not 
enough that the Saviour of the world, faint with weariness and covered with 
wounds, must be subjected to the shameful humiliation of such a trial; but 
his sacred flesh must be bruised and mangled to gratify the satanic fury of 
the priests and rulers. Satan, with his hellish army had gained 
POSSESSION of them. {3SP 142.3} 

 
 Men were imbued with a SATANIC SPIRIT at the time when they decided 

that they would have Barabbas, a thief and murderer, in preference to the 
Son of God. The DEMONIAC POWER TRIUMPHED OVER HUMANITY; 
LEGIONS OF EVIL ANGELS TOOK ENTIRE CONTROL OF MEN, AND IN 
ANSWER TO PILATE'S QUESTION AS TO WHOM HE SHOULD RELEASE 
UNTO THEM, THEY SHRIEKED OUT [demons], "Away with this man, and 
release unto us Barabbas." When Pilate spoke again to them concerning 
Jesus, THE HOARSE CRY WAS RAISED, "Crucify him, crucify him." Through 
YIELDING TO DEMONIAC AGENCIES, men were led to take their stand on 
the side of the great apostate. Unfallen worlds looked upon the scene with 
amazement, unable to comprehend the degradation that sin had wrought. 
LEGIONS OF EVIL ANGELS CONTROLLED the priests and rulers, and GAVE 
VOICE TO THE SUGGESTIONS OF SATAN in persuading and tempting the 
people by FALSEHOODS and bribes to reject the Son of God, and to CHOOSE 
a robber and murderer in his stead. They appealed to the very worst 
passions of the unregenerate heart, and stirred up the worst elements of 
human nature by the most unjust accusations and representations. What a 
scene was this for God to look upon, for seraphim and cherubim to behold! 
The only begotten Son of God, the Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, was 
mocked, insulted, taunted, rejected, and crucified by those whom he came 
to save, who had given themselves to the control of Satan. {RH, April 14, 
1896 par. 8} 
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 The world's Redeemer knows all about the warfare that must be waged 
between good and evil. He has felt the malice of Satan to a greater extent 
than have any of his followers. As Saul refused the words of a priest and 
took the testimony of a sinner, so the statements of false witnesses were 
received against Jesus, and his own testimony was thrust aside. When 
Jesus was presented by Pilate to the people, and Barabbas was presented 
with him, and the ruler asked, "Whether of the twain will ye that I release 
unto you?" the multitude, under the control of Satan, cried out like 
madmen, "Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas"! "Then Pilate 
therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers platted a crown of 
thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, and said, 
Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands." And the 
demon-like cry arose, "Crucify him, crucify him!" This was the man in 
whom no fault was found when he was brought to trial; and yet a robber 
and a murderer was preferred before him.  {ST, September 21, 1888 par. 
10} 

 
 THE HOARSE CRY WAS RAISED BY MEN WHO WERE INSPIRED BY SATAN, 

"Crucify Him, crucify Him!" -  {19MR 277.2}   
 
They were possessed at the cross, in fact from the quotations you can get that it 
was Satan who first said and instigated the words "Crucify him" and then the mob 
just swelled the chant not knowing where it came from. It is said the demons 
shrieked, gave voice etc. From my reading above, I get that the first to say crucify 
him was the devil and his angels. 
 
Some when confronted with the issue of demon possession will quote the 
following: 
 

 Mark 5:13: And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits 
went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a 
steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked 
in the sea. 

 
 Meanwhile the demons, cast out from their human habitation, have 

entered into the swine and driven them to destruction. {MH 97.2} 
 
Let us look at the larger scope of the verse and the quote because it seems that 
here something went out physically and entered another thing physically. But let 
us leave aside the word "physically" for a moment. Perhaps people could reflect 
on this. Do angels/demons have bodily forms as part of their being? Do people 
envision a demon bodily entering into a human, or pigs? If not, does a demon 
have the ability to have an out-of-body experience and leave their own body and 
enter into another? If this questions can be answered then we can hit the ground 
with a solid foundation and build a structure that cannot fall. 
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The idea that a person can be possessed by demons is a very misunderstood one. 
The Greek word that is usually translated to something like "were possessed by 
demons" can also be translated as "exercised by demons" 
 
Possessed with devils, <daimonizomai> 
 
G1139 
δαιμονιZζομαι 

daimonizomai 
dahee-mon-id'-zom-ahee 
 
Middle voice from G1142; to be exercised by a daemon: - have a (be vexed with, 
be possessed with) devil (-s). 
 
Total KJV occurrences: 13 
 
In Christianity it has come to be understood that a person has a demon living 
inside them. I think however that the Bible authors probably meant to convey the 
idea that a person is under the influence or controlled by a fallen angel as 
inspiration will make it clear below.  
 
Let's have a look at the story of the demoniac, Jesus and the herd of swine. When 
Jesus and the disciples were out on that lake that night, I'm sure the demons that 
were in control of the demoniac knew *exactly* who was headed their way.  
 
When the demoniac was still approaching Jesus, they already launch into their 
defence strategy. They begged that Jesus doesn't torment him (them). They of 
course knew that wasn't what Jesus was there to do but it was an attempt to 
distract Him. It also would have served the purpose of intimidating the disciples.  
 
Jesus doesn't enter into any conversation with them, and tells them to leave. Jesus 
follows with a question, "What is your name?" I wonder if they were playing a game 
to be deceptive with Jesus' direct question; the answer is unusual, and again 
potentially chosen to be intimidating. Jesus doesn't react to that answer. The next 
thing he (they) say is, "Please don't send us to the abyss, but rather into the herd 
of swine."  Pause for a minute, is there a literal place called abyss that the 
devil could have been send at that time? This should tell you this is more than 
just a foreground story going on. I would like to suggest that the idea that the 
abyss/bottomless pit being a literal place where demonic spirits are kept is an 
idea that goes hand-in-hand with Catholic & Protestant theology on the state of 
the dead. As far as I can tell, the agenda of demons at this point was a multi-
deception to everyone who was there too. 
 
Jesus doesn't enter into controversy with them, or correct them of this error of 
abyss. He knows they are just playing mind games because that's all they know 
to do. This request was premeditated. They knew the demoniac was seeking to be 
free from their influence, and they have NO POWER to go against a PERSON'S 
WILL. But, they also knew that if they could make it appear to the LOCAL 
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COMMUNITY THAT JESUS WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR 
LIVESTOCK THEY COULD DESTROY JESUS' ABILITY TO MINISTER TO 
EVERYONE IN THAT REGION. So, they made do with Plan B and headed for the 
pigs. Being "disembodied" obviously wasn't a concern, or else they'd have stayed 
in the pigs and been the meanest pigs ever! :).  
 
Jesus answer and what happens is interesting: Matthew 8:32 And he said unto 
them, Go. And when they were come out, THEY WENT INTO THE HERD of swine: 
and, behold, the whole herd of swine RAN VIOLENTLY DOWN a steep place into 
the sea, and PERISHED IN THE WATERS. Consider the case, if they entered in the 
heard and the heard drowned, couldn’t it be possible they drown too unless they 
are protected by God or at what point did they again leave the heard? After the 
heard died? Remember during the flood how Satan and his angels were preserved 
by God? Is this also what happened here or do we take the Greek word 
daimonizomai which means to exercise power over?  
 
So, the flip side of the coin is...."Christ in you, the hope of glory." Again, doesn't 
happen in violation of our will and decision making process. It involves our beliefs, 
and the word of God and being exercised upon by good angels and it is 
intrinsically vital for us to enter into the experience. "Be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind that you put on the new man which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." Ephesians 4:23. "Washed by the water of the 
word...." 
 
This also leads to the question of why just "casting out demons" from people who 
are under the influence of demonic beings isn't always successful. But that is 
another topic. In our fallen state, human minds seem to be particularly open to 
demonic suggestion, and every rejection of truth makes a person more able to be 
controlled this way. The entry point that demons have to a person's mind can give 
them liberty to do things through that person that may appear to be against their 
will. Take an example of Saul and the Bible saying the evil spirit from the Lord 
possessed him  
 

 “THE SPIRIT OF EVIL WAS UPON SAUL. He felt that his doom had been 
sealed by the solemn message of his rejection from the throne of Israel. HIS 
DEPARTURE FROM THE PLAIN REQUIREMENTS OF GOD WAS BRINGING 
ITS SURE RESULTS. He did not turn, and repent, and humble his heart 
before God, BUT OPENED IT TO RECEIVE EVERY SUGGESTION OF THE 
ENEMY. HE LISTENED TO EVERY FALSE WITNESS, EAGERLY RECEIVING 
ANYTHING THAT WAS DETRIMENTAL to the character of David, hoping 
that he might find an excuse FOR MANIFESTING HIS INCREASING ENVY 
AND HATRED of him who had been anointed to the throne of Israel. EVERY 
RUMOR WAS CREDITED, NO MATTER HOW INCONSISTENT AND 
IRRECONCILABLE it was with the former character and custom of David. 
Every evidence that the protecting care of God was over David SEEMED TO 
IMBITTER AND DEEPEN HIS ONE ENGROSSING AND DETERMINED 
PURPOSE. The failure to accomplish his own designs appeared in marked 
contrast to the success of the fugitive in eluding his search, but it only made 
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the determination of the king the more unrelenting and firm. He was not 
careful to conceal his designs toward David, nor scrupulous as to what 
means should be employed in accomplishing his purpose. IT WAS NOT THE 
MAN DAVID, WHO HAD DONE HIM NO HARM, AGAINST WHOM THE KING 
WAS CONTENDING. HE WAS IN CONTROVERSY WITH THE KING OF 
HEAVEN; for WHEN SATAN IS PERMITTED TO CONTROL THE MIND THAT 
WILL NOT BE RULED BY JEHOVAH, HE WILL LEAD IT ACCORDING TO HIS 
WILL, UNTIL THE MAN WHO IS THUS IN HIS POWER BECOMES AN 
EFFICIENT AGENT TO CARRY OUT HIS DESIGNS. So bitter is the enmity of 
the great originator of sin against the purposes of God, so terrible is his 
power for evil, that WHEN MEN DISCONNECT FROM GOD, SATAN 
INFLUENCES THEM, AND THEIR MINDS ARE BROUGHT MORE AND MORE 
INTO SUBJECTION, UNTIL THEY CAST OFF THE FEAR OF GOD, AND THE 
RESPECT OF MEN, AND BECOME BOLD AND AVOWED ENEMIES OF GOD 
AND OF HIS PEOPLE. What an example was Saul giving to the subjects of 
his kingdom in his desperate, unprovoked persecution of David! What a 
record he was making to be placed upon the pages of history for future 
generations! He sought to turn the full tide of the power of his kingdom into 
the channel of his own hatred in hunting down an innocent man. All this 
had a demoralizing influence upon Israel. And while Saul was giving loose 
reign to his passion, Satan was weaving a snare to compass his ruin, and 
the ruin of his kingdom. While the king and his councilors were planning for 
the capture of David, the affairs of the nation were being mismanaged and 
neglected. WHILE IMAGINARY FOES WERE CONSTANTLY PRESENTED 
BEFORE THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE, the real enemies were strengthening 
themselves without arousing suspicion or alarm. BY FOLLOWING THE 
DICTATES OF SATAN, Saul was himself hastening the very result which, 
with unsanctified ability, he was endeavoring to avert. THE COUNSEL OF 
THE LORD HAD BEEN DISREGARDED AGAIN AND AGAIN BY THE 
REBELLIOUS KING, and the LORD HAD GIVEN HIM UP TO THE FOLLY OF 
HIS OWN WISDOM. The INFLUENCES OF THE SPIRIT of God would have 
restrained him from the course of evil which he had chosen, that eventually 
worked out his ruin. God hates all sin, and WHEN MAN PERSISTENTLY 
REFUSES ALL THE COUNSEL OF HEAVEN, HE IS LEFT TO THE 
DECEPTIONS OF THE ENEMY, TO BE DRAWN AWAY OF HIS OWN LUSTS, 
AND ENTICED (ST Sept. 7, 1888).  
 

 How Satan exults when he is ENABLED to set the soul into a white heat of 
anger! A GLANCE, A GESTURE, AN INTONATION, MAY BE SEIZED UPON 
AND USED, AS THE ARROW OF SATAN, to wound and poison the heart 
that is open to receive it. If the SPIRIT OF CHRIST POSSESSES US WHOLLY, 
and we have been transformed by His grace, THERE WILL BE NO 
DISPOSITION TO SPEAK EVIL, OR TO BEAR REPORTS FREIGHTED WITH 
FALSEHOOD. The falsifier, the accuser of the brethren, is a chosen agent 
of the great deceiver. Ahimelech was not present on this occasion to 
vindicate himself, and to state the facts as they existed; but Doeg cared not 
for this. LIKE SATAN HIS FATHER, HE READ THE MIND OF SAUL, and 
IMPROVED THE OPPORTUNITY OF INCREASING THE MISERY of the king 
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“BY” THE WORDS OF HIS MISCHIEVOUS TONGUE, WHICH WAS SET ON 
FIRE OF HELL. HE STIRRED UP THE VERY WORST PASSIONS OF THE 
HUMAN HEART (ST Sept. 21, 1888).  {2BC 1020.2}  The word “by” there is 
the key for unlocking the whole quote. 

 
Think about Peter when he scolded Jesus for saying He would be arrested, tortured 
and put to death by the Pharisees. Jesus turned and said to Peter. "Get behind 
me, Satan." Satan "entered/possessed" Peter and made him say that, however by 
which means? Inasmuch as Peter was still entertaining a vision of Jesus becoming 
the new King of Israel, and entertaining ideas of where he would fit into this new 
order, (false beliefs) Satan had opportunity to encourage Peter to express his 
[Satan’s words] to discourage Jesus. I would say there is much in understanding 
the power and the limitations of beings in the supernatural realm. We cannot see 
with our human eyes this realm.  
 
So on the issue of MH 97.2 you have just to go back to page 91 and get the whole 
context 
 

 Over the winds and the waves, and over men possessed of demons, Christ 
showed that He had absolute control. He who stilled the tempest and calmed 
the troubled sea SPOKE PEACE TO MINDS DISTRACTED AND OVERBORNE 
BY SATAN. {MH 91.1} 

  
Am relating the following with the scenario of Peter 
 

 In the Saviour's presence he was roused to long for freedom, but the demon 
resisted the power of Christ. When the man tried to appeal to Jesus for help, 
the EVIL SPIRIT PUT WORDS INTO HIS MOUTH, and he cried out in an 
agony of fear. The demoniac partially comprehended that he was in the 
presence of One who could set him free; but when he tried to come within 
reach of that mighty hand, ANOTHER'S WILL HELD HIM, ANOTHER'S 
WORDS FOUND UTTERANCE THROUGH HIM. {MH 91.5} 

 
The idea that a literal fallen angel dwells in a wicked person is absurd. It is then 
said that when one evil angel leaves, he goes wandering and comes back with 
seven more wicked one and enters a person. It’s strange to reach an illogical 
conclusion that a single person can host literally seven beings and still quote the 
case of Mary Magdalene Luke 8:2. When challenged, the brethren say, this is a 
literal reading of the Bible or do you want to offer a challenge like Satan “hast God 
really said?” This is interesting, if that be the literal reading of the Bible, then let 
us take it literal that the beggar when he died, he was carried in the bosom of 
Father Abraham and the rich man in hell and there was a possibility of quenching 
his torment with a finger drop of water. Some will say this is a parable but this is 
not what Jesus said it was like the other parables. Some of the lengths our brethren 
go in arguing that a literal part of fallen beings inhabit wicked bodies is sad. The 
same absurdity is carried to the literal part of God inhabiting believers. In 
Revelation it’s depicted God. These absurdities are things that don’t make sense 
neither are supported by Bible or Ellen White. 
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Faith of our Fathers 
 
Having looked at what the Bible and Ellen White says about the Holy Spirit, I 
welcome the reader to this section which delves in what the generation that 
followed the pioneers them taught about the spirit. How did they understand the 
faith handed to them by their fathers? 
 
Questions with Answers 
 
The Personality of the Spirit: An excerpt from “Questions and Answers, Vol. 
2,” pgs. 36 – 40 by M. C. Wilcox, Pacific Press, 1919: Preface to Volume II  
 
Volume I of "Questions and Answers" was published in 1911. It was made up 
from answers to questions from the Signs of the Times. The book contains 
270 answers. They were gathered out of about 4,000 that had been printed. 
Many of these, in the nature of the case, were similar. Many were of passing 
interest only, and some were scarcely worthy of permanent preservation. So 
some persons will think doubtless regarding a number of the answers that 
were published in the book; but not all. Not a few were interested in all of 
them. The first edition of volume I was not exhausted before requests came 
for a second volume — from all parts of the field, from ministers and laymen 
alike— and these requests have continued up to the present. The response 
is volume 2, issued on the same plan, in the same style, with the same 
complete indexes. The answers in the first volume were all by the writer. In 
this volume appear other answers, by later editors of the Signs of the Times; 
and to these credit is given by initials. A longer article appears, on an 
important question, by Prof. N. J. Waldorf. The answers are not set forth as 
infallible nor exhaustive. Constantly increasing light from the Word of God 
forbids the first; and the necessity of brevity, and oftentimes pressure of 
time, preclude the second. Hundreds of questions have been considered and 
passed by, many of which are as worthy as those admitted. The design has 
been to make the scope of the book as general as possible. With all its 
imperfections, it is given to the public. The author hopes, however, that its 
data, its classifications, its indexes, and its suggestions to further seeking 
in God's great storehouse of spiritual truth, may prove of helpful worth and 
blessing to the Christian worker and reader. M. C. W.  
 
Following article is an excerpt taken from pages 36 to 40 of the book, 
pertaining to inquiry No. 28, dealing with the subject of the Personality of 
the Holy Spirit and the divinity of Christ. [Image of an antique telephone 
added and emphasis in bold supplied throughout] 

 
[pg. 36] 
The Personality of the Spirit  

 Some say the Holy Spirit is a person; others say He is a personality; 
and others, a power only. Till how long should this be a matter of 
discussion? Some say that Christ was both divine and human while on 
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earth; others say, No, He was only a man, and that miracles were 
performed through Him by the Holy Spirit. Which is correct? 

 
 The personality of the Holy Spirit will probably be a matter of 

discussion always. Sometimes the Spirit is mentioned as being 
"poured out," as in Acts 2. All through the Scriptures, the Spirit is 
represented as being the operating power of God. "The Spirit of God 
was brooding upon the face of the waters." Gen. I : 2, A. R. V., 
margin. Job tells us that God by His Spirit garnished the heavens. The 
psalmist, in speaking of the death of living creatures, and their 
restoration, declares that God sends forth His Spirit and "they are 
created." By that same Spirit Jesus was begotten. By that same 
Spirit He went about doing good. By the gift of that Spirit men are 
begotten again, regenerated; and by the same Spirit there are 
bestowed upon them gifts for service. 

 
 We cannot define too closely God or the Godhead. We must not try to 

do it, because it is beyond our limitations. We may know this, — that 
there is a great threefold manifestation of Deity. Jehovah is our 
God and Father; Christ Jesus, His only-begotten Son, is our Saviour 
and elder Brother, bringing to us all the potency of the Godhead; 
the Holy Spirit is our regenerator, and the constant companion of 
every soul who believes in Christ Jesus. The reason why the 
Scriptures speak of the Holy Spirit as a person, it seems to us, is 
that it brings to us, and to every soul that believes, the personal 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus said (John 14; 18), "I will not 
leave you desolate," or orphans. "I come unto you." He tells us in verse 
16 how He will come. The Father will "give you another Comforter, that 
He [the Father] may be with you forever." In verse 23, He declares that 
the Father and He will come to the man who loves Him and keeps His 
word, and that They will make Their abode with him. But both the 
Father and the Son come by the Holy Spirit. To the Holy Spirit is given 
power to make the Father and the Son present to the believer. 

 
 We can get perhaps some idea of this by using the crude things of the 

world as an illustration. We may suppose that the president of the 
United States wishes to speak to the governors of the various 
states. He has telephone connections made with the office of every 
governor in the United States. They all have the receivers to their 
ears, listening. He speaks, and every one of them hears the same 
message at practically the "same moment. Knowing the president, 
they recognize his voice. He is in a way present with every one of 
them. He is speaking to every one. If there could be connected with 
the telephone a telephote, which when perfected, it is believed, will 
project a picture of the one speaking, any reasonable distance, the 
president would appear to each one of these who are talking with 
him. This is what men hope to secure. Wireless telephony furnishes 
us a better example still. Wireless telegraphy and wireless 
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telephony have been known to God and practiced between Him and 
His children for ages. 

 
 If mortal, finite man can do such things as outlined above, what cannot 

the infinite God do! When Jesus was here upon the earth, His 
personality could be present in only one place at a time. His disciples 
could not comprehend any power beyond that. Even those who loved 
Him so intensely as did Martha and Mary, said, "Lord, if Thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died." They could not grasp the idea 
that He could exercise power apart from His immediate personal 
presence. It was left for a Roman centurion to seize the truth. He said, 
"I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof ; but only 
say the word, and my servant shall be healed." He could understand 
that Christ had power which could be exercised at a distance. And 
Jesus said, "I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." 

 
 Because of the lack of faith, it was "expedient," necessary, that He 

should go away; for He declared, "If I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I go, I will send Him unto you." John i6: 7. His 
disciples could not realize the presence of the Spirit of God as long 
as Christ was with them personally. In that sense, He could be with 
those only who were in His immediate presence. But when He went 
away, and the Spirit came, it could make Christ present with every 
one, wherever that one was—with Paul in Athens, Peter in Jerusalem, 
Matthew in India, John in Patmos. 

 
 These are simply illustrations. Wherever God's children are, there is 

the Spirit — not an individual person, as we look upon persons, but 
having the power to make present the Father and the Son. That 
Spirit is placed upon God's messengers, the angels; but the angels are 
not the Spirit. That Spirit is placed upon God's servants, His human 
messengers; but the human messengers are not the Spirit. They are 
possessed by the Spirit, and used by the Spirit, and have within them 
the power of the Spirit; but they are not the Spirit. The Spirit is 
independent of all these human or material agencies. Why not leave 
it here? Why not know that that Spirit, the Spirit of God, the Spirit 
of Christ, the Spirit of Deity, goes out into all the earth, bringing 
the presence of God to every heart that will receive it? 

 
 Personality. The term personality refers to an individual or being. 

However, on a divine level it is recognized in this thesis that the term 
personality does not necessarily include form or body [Christy 
Mathewson Taylor August 1953 - The Doctrine of the Personality of the Holy 
Spirit as Taught by the Seventh-day Adventist Church up to 1900 pg. 2] 

 
 The Holy Ghost brings with it to every soul and in ever;" soul the 

presence of God the Father, and Jesus Christ our Lord, . * / The Spirit 
is a comforter in that it brings to every child of God the presence of 
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Father and Son, bringing them as near to living faith as tho (sicj they 
were bodily, personally present  [Editorial (M. C. Wilcox was the editor), If 
The Spirit and Body of Christ, rf Signs of the Times, , September 29, 1898, 
p# 614] 

 
 The reality of the Holy Spirit was again emphasized by Joseph Clarke in 

187U when he said, "The Spirit of God is a reality. It is as really a living 
reality as God himself, and is the great moving agent of God in the 
establishment and continuation of Christianity in the world. [Joseph 
Clarke, "Be filled with the Spirit," Review, U3:13, March 10, 1874* P« 103] 

 
 "Coming from the Father and the Son, it mast partake of their 

attributes*tr8 [J.E.. Swift, "Our Companion," Review, , July 3, 1883, p. 421]  
These statements almost approach acknowledgement of personality* 

 
 The Holy Spirit is divine because it proceeds from divinity. You can no 

more separate divinity from the Spirit of God and Christ than you can 
separate divinity from God and Christ, It is, therefore, the presence of 
the Spirit in the words of God’s promises which enable us to receive the 
divine nature from those promises [A, J. Morton, "The Spirit of Christ, How 
Received,11 Signs of the Times, October 26, 1891, p. 342] 

 
 The Bible uses expressions which cannot be harmonized with the idea 

that it is a person like the Father and the Son. Rather it is shorn to be 
a divine influence from them both*1 [Uriah Smith, "Nature of the Holy 
Spirit," Review,  October 28, 1890, p. 664]  

 
 It comes to the believer as a person, the person of Christ Jesus, speaking 

of and for Him, witnessing of and for Him* It is the life force of the 
Deity, by which all His works are wrought, but coming into the heart 
and life of the believer not only as an agency of power, but as a divine 
presence of love and knowledge and companionship. 

 
 "There is one question, which has been much controverted in the theological 

world upon which we have never presumed to enter. It is that of the 
personality of the Spirit of God. Prevailing ideas of person are very diverse, 
often crude, and the word is differently understood; so that unity of opinion 
on this point cannot be expected until all shall be able to define precisely 
what they mean by the word, or until all shall agree upon one particular 
sense in which the word shall be used. But as this agreement does not exist, 
it seems that a discussion of the subject cannot be profitable, especially as 
it is not a question of direct revelation. We have a right to be positive in our 
faith and our statements only when the words of Scripture are so direct as 
to bring the subject within the range of positive proof. We are not only 
willing but anxious to leave it just where the word of God leaves it. From it 
we learn that the Spirit of God is that awful and mysterious power which 
proceeds from the throne of the universe, and which is the efficient 
actor of the work of creation and of redemption." (J. H. Waggoner, The 
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Spirit of God: It's Offices and Manifestations, to the End of the Christian Age, 
1877, p. 8-9) 

 
 Of worth note would be the letters to the churches in Revelation beginning 

and ending, Jesus says write and then he ends hear what the spirit speaks 
to the churches 

 
Christ's Greatest Gift - By Charles T. Everson  
Signs of the Times - December 5, 1939 
So the boy proceeded to ask me: "What is the Holy Spirit?" 
 

 It was not so easy to define the Holy Spirit to a boy. Doctors of theology have 
debated on that question for centuries, and STILL THEY SEEM QUITE AT 
SEA WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO DEFINE THE HOLY SPIRIT. But the boy 
stood there waiting for the answer, so I told him that the Holy Spirit is the 
power or influence BY WHICH GOD IS ABLE TO BE PRESENT EVERYWHERE 
AT THE SAME TIME. But that explanation did not appeal to him. It did not 
seem to mean anything to him. Then I told him that the sun is in the 
heavens, yet it is present all over the world by its heat and light. The fact 
that we enjoy the fullness of the heat and light of the sun in New York City 
does not prevent those who live in San Francisco from enjoying the same 
benefits. And so it is with God and the Spirit. GOD DWELLS IN THE 
HEAVENS between the cherubim, YET HE IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE BY 
HIS SPIRIT. God is not everything, and everything is not God, as some people 
affirm, for then God would be the very mud of the street. But GOD IS A REAL 
PERSONAL BEING, a Father who dwells in the light unto which no man can 
approach. I Timothy 6:16. GOD IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE BY HIS HOLY 
SPIRIT. 

 
 As the life of the body is found in the blood, so spiritual life is maintained 

through faith in the blood of Christ. He is our life, just as in the body our 
life is in the blood. He is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption, just as the bone, sinew, and muscle are 
nourished, and the whole man built up, by the circulation of the blood 
through the system. IN VITAL CONNECTION WITH CHRIST, IN PERSONAL 
CONTACT WITH HIM, is found health for the soul. It is the efficacy of the 
blood of Christ that supplies its every need and keeps it in a healthy 
condition. {RH November 23, 1897, par. 12} 

 
Questions and Answers 
 
What is the Holy Spirit? Is the Holy Ghost the angel Gabriel? If not, do we have any 
means of knowing who it is? L. E. H: 
 

 To the first question, No. Gabriel was a servant of God, created by the Spirit, 
inspired by the Spirit, but not the Spirit more than any other angel of God. 
The angels are creatures. The power by which all things are created and 
wrought is the Holy Ghost, or better the Holy Spirit. GOD'S ANGELS 
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MINISTER HIS SPIRIT; so do men. The whole teaching of the Bible, it seems 
to the writer, is that the SPIRIT IS GOD'S GREAT LIFE, FLOWING OUT FROM 
HIM TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE in harmony with His perfect 
righteousness, and so connecting every part of His dominion BY A LIVING 
CONSCIOUS CONNECTION. To feebly illustrate: In the office where this is 
being written there are fourteen departments connected by telephone with 
the manager's office. Men in each department may talk with him separately: 
He is in a way present in that department. All the departments may be 
connected at once, all may hear the same message. To all departments he 
is personally present so far as voice and message is concerned. The current 
of electricity and harmony has effected the wonder. So men in harmony with 
God's law are everywhere vitally connected with Him; to each one is HE 
MADE PRESENT BY THE PRESENCE OF HIS LIFE GIVING, KNOWLEDGE-
BEARING, WISDOM-BESTOWING, LOVE IMPARTING SPIRIT.  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19020813-V28-33.…  

 
The Holy Spirit and Ministering Spirits. What is the difference between the Holy 
Spirit and the ministering spirits (angels), or are they the same. L. R. D. 
 

 The Holy Spirit is the mighty energy of the Godhead, THE LIFE AND POWER 
OF GOD FLOWING OUT FROM HIM TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNIVERSE, and 
thus making living connection between His throne and all creation. As is 
expressed by another: "The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the 
soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ." 
IT THUS MAKES CHRIST EVERYWHERE PRESENT. To use a crude 
illustration, a telephone carries the voice of a man, and so makes that voice 
present miles away, SO THE HOLY SPIRIT CARRIES WITH IT ALL THE 
POTENCY OF CHRIST IN MAKING HIM EVERYWHERE PRESENT WITH ALL 
HIS POWER, and revealing Him to those in harmony with His law. THUS 
THE SPIRIT IS PERSONIFIED in Christ and God, BUT NEVER REVEALED AS 
A SEPARATE PERSON. Never are we told to pray to the Spirit; but to God 
for the Spirit. Never do we find in the Scriptures prayers to the Spirit, but 
for the Spirit. THE SPIRIT IS THE CREATIVE POWER OF GOD by which 
angels and all other creatures came into existence. GOD FILLS THEM 
WITH HIS SPIRIT, HIS LIFE, AND MAKES THEM MINISTER'S OF HIS LIFE 
AND POWER TO OTHERS, ESPECIALLY TO HIS PEOPLE. He takes His 
consecrated people and makes them also ministers of His blessings to 
mankind. The angels are no more the Spirit of God than are His people. God 
is love. HE IS CONSTANTLY BY HIS SPIRIT SENDING FORTH THE 
BLESSINGS OF LIFE. But He will not send one blessing out to the world alone; 
He wants others associated with Him in the joy of giving to others. Hence 
He uses angels and men for all His work in this world. 
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19050719-V31-29.…  

 
The Holy Spirit. Do Seventh-day Adventists believe that the Holy Ghost is the third 
person in the Godhead, and is therefore God, as the Methodists believe, or do they 
believe that the Holy Spirit is only an essence or attribute? Which does the main 
body believe? S. 
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 IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO DEFINE THE BELIEF of the Seventh-day 

Adventists IN REGARD TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD. WITHOUT QUESTION 
THEY BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE THE THIRD PERSON OF THE 
GODHEAD, BUT AS TO JUST HOW THAT PERSON IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD 
IS A QUESTION THAT WE CAN NOT ANSWER FOR THE BODY. There has 
been NO DEFINITE, FORMULATED BELIEF REGARDING THE SPIRIT. In 
broad terms Seventh-day Adventists believe the Bible and what the Bible 
says of the Spirit of God. WISELY they have not attempted to define just 
exactly what that great, infinite Power is. THE GREAT ANXIETY OF 
CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO BE TO BE POSSESSED OF THE LIFE-POWER OF 
GOD THROUGH THE SPIRIT.  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19070522-V33-21.…  

 
The Trinity.  
We speak of the Trinity, the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost; do we understand 
that the Holy Ghost, or Spirit, is a personal being as God the Father and Jesus the 
Son? In Christ's talk with the disciples, in John 14, He uses the personal pronoun 
in referring to the Comforter. J. B. J. 
 

 THERE ARE VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS AND DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 
IN REGARD TO THE MATTER. To the mind of the writer, THE SPIRIT IS THE 
LIFE OF GOD, or better, the life of the Godhead, COMMON BOTH TO THE 
FATHER AND THE SON. IT IS THAT WHICH MAKES DEITY EVERYWHERE 
PRESENT. In Acts 2 it is spoken of as that which came into the room and 
filled all who were there. In the thirty-third verse Peter speaks of it as the 
power which Christ had poured forth. IT IS SPOKEN OF AS A PERSON, 
BECAUSE BY THE SPIRIT the Father and the Son come personally to us. 
In John 16: 7 Jesus tells us, "It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you." JESUS WAS A PERSON LOCATED IN ONE PLACE; THE 
SPIRIT WAS THAT WHICH WAS SHED ABROAD among all His children, 
but it BROUGHT to every one of those children THE PRESENCE OF 
CHRIST. So we read again, "He [the Spirit] shall glorify Me; for He shall take 
of Mine, and shall declare it unto you." 
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19080304-V34-10.…  

 
 THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS COMMON BOTH TO THE FATHER AND SON, "the 

Spirit of God," "the Spirit of Christ." IT IS THAT WHICH BRINGS BOTH 
THE FATHER AND THE SON TO THE INDIVIDUAL, and this is so stated in 
those wonderful discourses in John 14 to 16. "I will play the Father, and He 
shall give you another Comforter, that He [the Father] may abide with you 
forever." John 14:16. Verse 17 states the Spirit "dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you; " but He brings Christ, for the eighteenth verse declares, "I will 
not leave you comfortless; I will come to you." And again in verse 23, !' If a 
man love Me, he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and We 
will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." THEY DO THIS BY THE 
SPIRIT, WHICH BRINGS THEIR PRESENCE. That Spirit is said to be 
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"poured out," "shed forth." "The Holy Spirit is the breath of the spiritual 
life of the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the 
life of Christ." "It is thru the Spirit that Christ dwells in us, and the Spirit 
of God received in the heart by faith is the beginning of the life eternal." 
The expression, the "Godhead bodily," is found in Col. 2:9. It simply means 
that dwelling in the flesh of . Jesus Christ was all the power of the Godhead; 
simply an equivalent of chapter 1:19, "For it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all the fulness dwell.  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19080520-V34-21.…  

 
The Angel Gabriel Please give us a little light on Dan. 8:15, 16; 9:21-23; Luke 1:19. 
A Bible study before me on the Personality of the Holy Spirit cites these texts as 
evidence that it is Gabriel who occupies the place from which Satan fell. Ezekiel 
28:11-16. A. C. C. 
 

 We do not know what the endeavor to prove that Gabriel occupies the place 
once occupied by Satan, has to do with the personality of the Holy Spirit. All 
that the passages in question reveal to us is that Gabriel was sent to Daniel 
with instructions from Christ, and to Zacharias with instructions concerning 
his son John. They teach us this and nothing more. The same angel appears 
to us in the Revelation, and is called Christ's angel, whom He sent unto John, 
a fellow servant with the prophets of the past. Rev. 1:1-3; 22:8, 9. We do 
not believe that the place occupied by Satan has yet been filled, and there 
seems every reason to believe that it will not be until the great problem of 
sin is settled and all strife is banished from God's universe; then the one to 
whom it belongs will be, given the position. If it is designed to imply by this 
question 'that Gabriel is the Holy Spirit, we can only say this,— that GOD 
PLACES HIS SPIRIT UPON HIS ANGELS as He does upon human beings, 
and the angels in that way become the bearers of the blessings of God's 
Spirit even as do human beings become the bearers of the blessings. 
The whole thing is expressed when Gabriel addressing John speaks of 
himself as a fellow servant with John.  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19100628-V37-25.… 

 
Personality of the Holy Spirit  
Please explain in the Question Corner  
John 16:7, 13. Is the Holy Spirit a personality I Are the words "him" and "he" 
masculine pronouns/ Please explain what the meaning of the Holy Ghost is in 2 
Peter 1:21. 
 

 The pronouns in the above question are, of course, in the English, masculine 
pronouns, but they do not have the same distinction in the Greek. For 
instance the term "he" in verse 13, is in the original ekeinos, which is not a 
pronoun, but a pronominal adjective, properly translated "that." It is used 
in Matt. 17:27 referring to the Roman coin which was used to pay temple 
taxes. That which really has no gender at all, but which is noted as being 
strong and big, is spoken of as masculine; while things of a softer, gentler 
nature are spoken of as feminine. That same distinction is to quite an extent 
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observed in the English language also. We speak of a battleship as a "man-
of-war;" we speak of an ordinary ship as "she." No argument could be based 
on the gender of the pronouns used of the Holy Spirit. To the mind of the 
writer, the Holy Spirit is a personality in the sense that it makes present 
the personality of both Father and Son. We can not explain it, because we 
can not comprehend it. It is that which is represented as proceeding forth 
from both Father and Son, and common to both Father and Son; that 
which makes Father and Son one, and that life which connects Jesus 
with all His true disciples wherever they may be. It is not a personality 
in the sense in which Jess was a personality when here upon earth; 
because if that had been the case it would not have been expedient for 
Him to go away (John 16:7), because He in His personality could be in only 
one place at a time, but the Spirit could be everywhere, as *implied in Psalm 
139, "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy 
presence?" But there is this power with the Spirit of making Christ, or the 
Father, present everywhere at all times in response to faith. We have a very 
weak illustration of this in the telephone and in later inventions, by 
which a manager in his office, for instance — that office covering a half 
mile of territory, which could be enlarged to an almost unlimited extent 
— can call every foreman in every department to any number, and talk 
with them all at the same time, just as tho he were present with each 
one. That invention has the power to make that manager personally 
present in each department. That in a limited way shows how it is that 
the Holy Spirit can make Christ 'present in all parts of His great 
dominion at the same time,— just as truly present as tho He were in His 
own personality present. 

 
 The expression in 1 Peter 1:21 would be better rendered "Holy Spirit," and 

so all through the New Testament. The common rendering has led some to 
believe that Holy Ghost was different from Holy Spirit, but the original word 
is the same. Its use in the text simply shows the operation of the power of 
God upon men that wrought for Him; men who yielded themselves to God, 
and God used them in giving His Word. The same thing is expressed in 
different language in 1 Peter 1:11: "The Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did point unto, when it testified." And in 2 Sam. 23:2: "The Spirit of 
Jehovah spake by me, and His word was upon my tongue." It is a blessed, 
comforting thought that God can by His Spirit be present with His children; 
and this is what Jesus declares in John: "I will pray the Father, and He shall 
give you another Comforter, that He [the Father] may abide with you 
forever." "If a man love Me, he will keep my words: and My Father will love 
him, and We [Father and Son] will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him." John 14:16, 23. How do They come and make Their abode with a 
believer? — They do this by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Here is another thought from the Editors of Signs of the Times  
Signs of the Times March 8, 1910: The Personality of the Holy Spirit  
 

 THE wonderful, blessed grace of the Holy Spirit is that it makes God present 
with the believer, wherever he may be, or howsoever many he may be. In 
His incarnation Jesus could be present in only one place at a time. His 
disciples did not have the faith to grasp that His power reached beyond His 
personal presence. "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died," 
was an expression of their general faith. The Roman centurion who declared 
that he was unworthy that Jesus should come under his roof, to heal his 
servant,— nor was it necessary, if Jesus should come, He had but to speak 
the word,— grasped the larger thought which was yet dark to the disciples. 
Therefore it was "expedient," necessary, for the faith of the disciples, that 
Jesus in His human, bodily presence should go away.  

 
 But Jesus did not leave them alone. His promise was, "I will not leave you 

orphans; I will come unto you." Again, "If a man love Me, he will keep My 
Word; and My Father will love him, and We [the Father and the Son] will 
come unto him, and make Our abode with him." How this is accomplished 
is thus stated: "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He [the Father] may abide with you forever." Therefore no 
one ever saw a person of the Holy Spirit. That Spirit witnesses of Christ, and 
takes of the things of Christ and declares them to the believer. (For the 
above quotations and references, see John 14, 15, 16.)  

 
 The Spirit, the great life of God, through Jesus Christ has the power of 

making personally present both the Father and the Son; and this as 
literally to each believing soul tho worlds apart. Man has a faint 
illustration of this wonderful truth in the wireless telephone and 
TELEGRAPH. These instruments make the voice or the message of the 
speaker or sender, everywhere present as far as its power extends. By 
His Spirit God becomes everywhere present in His universe, and 
especially so to the hearts of His children who are in perfect harmony 
with Him. 

 
Portion of the following article: 
Christian Science and Pantheism - L. A. Reed  
Signs of the Times – February 8, 1910  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19100208-V37-06.… 
 
To bolster up the Christian Science (and it is also the pantheistic) idea that God is 
everywhere, Mr. Farlow quotes Ps. 139:8-10. But in the verse that introduces this 
statement of the psalmist, which Mr. Farlow does not quote, we have the 
expression: 
 

 "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from Thy 
presence?" This question the psalmist then answers in the words quoted by 
Mr. Farlow:  



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

176 
 
 

 
 "If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, 

Thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; Even there shall Thy hand lead me, And Thy right hand 
shall hold me." This shows us at once how we are to understand this 
scripture. We are to understand that GOD IS OMNIPRESENT BY HIS 
SPIRIT. This is exactly in accordance with the teaching of Christ over and 
over again:  

 
 "And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that 

He may be with you forever. ...I will not leave you desolate: I come unto you." 
John 14:16, 18. "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, He shall bear witness of Me." John 15:26. 'For through Him we 
both have our access in one Spirit unto the Father." Eph. 2:18. To say 
that God has form is not to say per se that He is finite. I CAN IN A MEASURE 
PROJECT MY PERSONALITY OUT FROM BEYOND MY BODY. For example, 
these lines I am now writing in the quiet of the editorial rooms, will be 
read by hundreds far from sight or sound of him who wrote them. With 
the telephone I have talked across a state. With my voice I have reached 
hundreds in a room or a pavilion or in the open air. Where I can project 
my personality feebly and imperfectly, GOD CAN PROJECT, THROUGH 
HIS SPIRIT, HIS PERSONALITY FULLY AND PERFECTLY. 

 
Article is followed by this small excerpt: 
 
God's Presence in His Word  
 GOD'S presence cleanses from sin. When our Lord appeared to Moses in 

the burning bush and to Joshua as the Captain of the Lord's host, His 
Presence made the ground holy. Ex. 3:5; Joshua 5:15. Mount Sinai was made 
holy by the same Presence, and it seemed to sinful Israel as a consuming 
fire, but it only consumes sin. GOD'S LIVING PRESENCE IN HIS WORD GIVES 
IT POWER to cleanse whoever receives it. Jesus spoke, and the leper was 
cleansed. Matt. 8:3. He said to the disciples: "Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you." John 15:3. He cleanses His church "with 
the washing of water by the Word." Eph. 5:26. Let God's Word reign in the 
heart, and it will purify and sanctify the life. 

 
Questions in relation to the Spirit in us:  
Is Christ in spirit form (a literal spirit presence/spirit being) in us? If so is that 
pantheistic like in nature or not? Or is Christ in us by Spirit being in His word as 
we receive His word?  
 
George W. Shone, Review & Herald May 30, 1929 “The Christ of the Bible” 
(Conclusion)  

 The word of God received into the heart, to control and mold the life, is 
receiving Christ to dwell in the heart, directing the life in everything; 
for Christ is the Word that was from the beginning. When we thus receive 
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Christ in His word to dwell in us, we receive power, omnipotent power, 
to save and keep us from all the power of Satan; in other words, to keep 
us from sinning. "Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee." Ps. 119:11. "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin, 
for His seed [word, 1 Peter 1:23] remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God." 1 John 3:9. 

 
The Power of the Spirit by Prof L. A. Reed  
Signs of the Times – March 8, 1910  
 

 In the first chapter of Genesis we read the record of the creation, and as a 
part of the record, these words, "The Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters." The word "moved" comes from a Hebrew word, "to flutter," or 
"brood." It gives us the idea of energy, of vibratory power, of life-producing 
impulse.  

 
 "By the Word of the Lord," we are told, "were the heavens made; and all 

the host of them by the breath of His mouth." "The breath of His mouth" is 
but another expression for the Spirit of God; and in this poetic repetition we 
find that the Word states the work and the Spirit supplies the energy. Or 
as another scripture gives it, His Word "it hath commanded, and His Spirit 
it hath gathered them." Or as Christ formulated it, "The words that I speak 
unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life." In the book of Job we read, 
"By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens."  

 
 At creation, when God said, "Let there be light," there was light; perfect 

obedience on the part of nature in responding to the perfect Word of God. 
"He spake, and it was; He commanded, and it stood fast." Ps. 33:9. In a 
similar manner when Daniel, weak, without strength, and without bread, as 
the record reads, stood before the angel, "then there touched me again one 
like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me. And he said, 0 man 
greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And 
when he spake unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; 
for thou hast strengthened me." Dan. 10: 18, 19.  

 
The Mighty Word  

 This is always the operation of the Word of God. THE MIGHT OF GOD 
RESIDES IN THAT WORD, and WHEN OBEYED THERE IS IN THAT WORD 
ALL THE POWER, all the might necessary to carry out that Word. 
Consequently when God says, "Be joyful and rejoice evermore," in the 
command is the power to make it true. All it needs on our part is faith to 
obey it. As Paul says, "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death." Rom. 8:2. And this is the law of its 
operation.  

 
 Of God's Word, the following statement is made: He "calleth those things 

which be not as tho they were." God can do this and yet not lie, for the simple 
reason that when He calls a thing which is not as tho it were, it immediately 
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obeys and is all that He said of it. GOD’S COMMANDMENTS MAKES TRUE 
THE THINGS HE COMMANDS. Everything that God wills is contained in His 
Word, and when the Word speaks that thing, that thing then must exist. 
THERE IS ONE EXCEPTION. GOD REFUSES TO INVADE THE WILL OF MAN. 
He allows every man to choose for himself whether the Word shall prevail 
in his life or not; therefore it is necessary for you and me to say the power 
of God's Word shall operate in the life or not. If you say it shall, then it will, 
for all power in heaven and earth is back of it; yes, is in it, to make it prevail, 
to make it be indeed exactly what it is, everywhere and always the almighty 
Word of God.  
 
Not a Theory  

 And so when Christ entered the upper chamber, and breathed upon His 
disciples, and said, "Peace be unto you," it was something more than a 
mere formality. He was giving a peace not as the world gives, but a 
condition of mind' that the world could neither give nor take away; and 
"great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing shall offend 
them."  

 
 THE WORD NOT ONLY GAVE EXISTENCE TO THE WORLD, BUT IT STILL 

MAINTAINS THE WORLD; it still upholds it. Heb. 1:3. And this world will 
stand until the time when God's Word shall shake the heavens and the earth, 
and that shaking will remove everything that is not in accordance with the 
pure Word of God. Heb. 12:26-29. When that great shaking takes place, the 
assurance to the believer is that there shall remain a kingdom which can 
not be shaken, a kingdom that can not be moved ; and the consolation to 
the Christian is as stated in the Word, "Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that 
can not be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well 
pleasing to God with reverence and awe." Verse 28.  

 
 "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." "All 

power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." "I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth." THIS IS THE POWER which is for every child that trusts in the 
Lord. IT IS THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD; IT IS THE POWER OF GOD’S 
SPIRIT. It is the power that built this world; it is the power that still 
upholds this world; it is the power that will bring in the new kingdom, 
the everlasting inheritance; and it is this same power that immortalizes 
God's children, and causes them who do the will of God to abide forever. 

 
READING OF PERNICIOUS LITERATURE BY D. H. KRESS, M.D.  
Bible Echo – December 15, 1902  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/BEST19021215-V17-5… 
 

 In reading and studying God's word that word becomes a part of us. 
The word is unconsciously made flesh, and we live it. We become living 
epistles, known and read of all men. Men will see the word of God in 
living characters in God's people… That is why God desires to write His 
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law, or word, in our minds, that 'we may delight to do His will......It is 
the SPIRIT OF CHRIST THAT IS IN GOD'S WORD THAT GIVES LIFE. We 
partake of this Spirit as we read His word…Immediately after this article 
is an excerpt:  

 
 " Eternal life,' as defined by Christ in His intercessory prayer, consists in the 

knowledge of God the Father as the only true God,' and of Jesus Christ 
Himself whom God had sent. John 17:3. The saving knowledge of Christ is 
the saving knowledge of God. These two forms of knowledge are essentially 
the same." 

 
NATURE OF THE WORD OF GOD - J. HANKINS  
Present Truth July 28, 1892  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/PT18920728-V08-15.… 
 

 Paul says, " All Scripture is given by inspiration of God " ; and Peter tells us 
that " holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost," and 
explains in another place, identifying the Holy Ghost with the "Spirit of 
Christ which was in them,"—the prophets, --1 Pet. i. 11, 12. Thus we 
learn that the Spirit of Christ is in the Word. ...When the word of God is 
received into the heart by living faith, Christ is received, eternal life is 
received; for in Christ is our life, and He says: " The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." John vi. 63. 

 
This is interesting more so coming from non-seventh day Adventist authors 
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Perennial Freshness of The Bible  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/GH19141201-V10-12.…  
 

 The Bible differs radically from all other books in its perpetual 
freshness. This characteristic will be recognized only by those who know 
the Book in that intimate way which comes from living with it, as with a 
member of one's family. I mention it first because it was one of the first 
unique properties of the Bible which impressed me after I began to read it 
as a believer in Christ. It is a very remarkable fact that the Bible never 
becomes exhausted, never acquires sameness, `never diminishes in its 
power of responsiveness to the quickened soul who comes to it. The most 
familiar passages yield as much (if not more) refreshment at the thousandth 
perusal, as at the first. It is as indeed a fountain of living water. The 
fountain is the same, but the water is always fresh, and always 
refreshing…...If the Word of God may be compared in this particular to 
a living person, the books of Men, maybe compared to pictures of 
statutes of living persons. However beautifully or artistically executed, 
a single view may readily exhaust the latter, and a second and third 
look will be mere repititions. The difference is that which exists between 
the living and the dead. The Word of God is living. But while the Bible is 
in this important respect a living person, who is our familiar, 
sympathetic, and responsive companion, it differs from such a human 
companion in that the counsel, comfort, and support, it furnishes are 
far above and beyond- what any human being can supply and the only 
explanation of this is that, the source of all its power is not human, but 
divine.—Philip Mauro. 

 
Compare with Ellen White 
 

 Let every youth consider the parable of the ten virgins. All had lamps, that 
is, an outward semblance of religion; but only five of them had the inward 
piety. Five of them were wanting in the oil of grace. The Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, THE HOLY SPIRIT, was not abiding in their hearts. Without 
the oil of grace, of what use was it to bear about a lamp of profession? 
However high may be the profession, however high may be the position held 
by a professor of religion, if the oil of grace is wanting, he has nothing with 
which to feed his lamp, and it cannot send forth clear, shining rays of light.  
{YI, September 20, 1894 par. 4} 

 
 Some seem to feel that they must be on probation, and must prove to the 

Lord that they are reformed, before they can claim His blessing. But they 
may claim the blessing of God even now. They must have His grace, the 
Spirit of Christ, to help their infirmities, or they cannot resist evil. Jesus 
loves to have us come to Him just as we are, sinful, helpless, dependent. We 
may come with all our weakness, our folly, our sinfulness, and fall at His 
feet in penitence. It is His glory to encircle us in the arms of His love and to 
bind up our wounds, to cleanse us from all impurity.  {SC 52.2}   
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 Read and study the fourth chapter of Zechariah. The two olive trees empty 
the golden oil out of themselves through the golden pipes into the golden 
bowl, from which the lamps of the sanctuary are fed. The golden oil 
represents the Holy Spirit. With this oil God's ministers are to be 
constantly supplied, that they, in turn, may impart it to the church. "Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." God's 
servants can obtain victories only by inward purity, by cleanness of heart, 
by holiness.  {RH, December 22, 1904 par. 7} 

 
 The anointed ones standing by the Lord of the whole earth, have the 

position once given to Satan as covering cherub. By the holy beings 
surrounding his throne, the Lord keeps up a constant communication 
with the inhabitants of the earth. The golden oil represents the grace 
with which God keeps the lamps of believers supplied, that they shall not 
flicker and go out. Were it not that this holy oil is poured from heaven in 
the messages of God's Spirit, the agencies of evil would have entire control 
over men.  {RH, July 20, 1897 par. 6} 

 
 As you receive the Spirit of Christ--the Spirit of unselfish love and labor 

for others--you will grow and bring forth fruit. The graces of the Spirit 
will ripen in your character. Your faith will increase, your convictions 
deepen, your love be made perfect. More and more you will reflect the 
likeness of Christ in all that is pure, noble, and lovely. {COL 67.3} 

 
 Only by the aid of that Spirit WHO in the beginning "was brooding upon 

the face of the waters;" of that Word by whom "all things were made;" 
of that "true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world," can the testimony of science be rightly interpreted. Only by 
THEIR GUIDANCE can its deepest truths be discerned." {Ed 134.4} 

 
The Power of God That Saves from Sin  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/RH19200422-V97-17.…  
A STUDY IN SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS  
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/ST19200224-V47-08.…  
By A. U. COCHRAN 
 

 The gospel is power. It is more than a standard, and more than a plan. 
It is a living force. Within its sphere the gospel acts. It produces very 
definite and well-known effects wherever it finds its way unobstructed… 
Surely, here is a power as great as, and more mysterious than, some of the 
natural forces with which we are familiar. It is divine in every sense of the 
word. It is a power of God. The gospel is a living, quickening thing... 
The gospel also is a power, but its sphere is the heart of man. It is "unto 
salvation," and is "unto every one that believeth." 

 
 The gospel is the only power which God has ordained to operate in the 

sphere of human conduct, to direct man's thoughts, words, and actions 
in harmony with his perfect standard…This is more than interesting; it 
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is vital. Our salvation depends upon our relation to this invisible but divine 
power. Our victory over besetments, freedom from sin, and eternal life, all 
depend on whether we receive this power into our life, or whether we merely 
recognize the high standard, without being able to attain to it. We must 
know how to receive this power and have it operating in our life. Where can 
we find it? How can we receive and apply it? Our text tells us that this power 
is manifest in those who believe. It is a question of faith. By the gospel the 
divine righteousness is made known to him who has faith. But whence 
this faith? How can we get faith to receive this righteousness which is 
worked out in us by the power of God unto salvation? 

 
 Faith comes by hearing (receiving) the word of God. Rom. 10:17. It is within 

the reach of all, for all can hear. Then faith, the instrument for receiving so 
great salvation, is within the reach of the poor as well as the rich. Now this 
word is of a very rare nature. It is a living word. (See Heb. 4:12 ; John 6:63.) 
Our word is not living; but the word of God is living, and it lives forever. 
This word called the worlds into existence. By it all things are upheld, 
from the tiniest atom to the mightiest sun. The stormy sea respects this 
word. Sickness flees at its command. Even death is made to loosen its grip 
when. this word calls a dead Lazarus. Surely, a faith born of such a living 
word is more than a belief in a code of morals. It is a union of the Author 
of power with the most helpless of humanity, who has been hypnotized 
by Satan into doing and believing whatever the master hypnotist wills. 

 
 Truly, the possibilities of such a faith are beyond estimate. It helps us to see 

things more as God sees them. Sin becomes less attractive, then hideous, 
and finally loses its control over us. Sin can control us only when we walk in 
our own strength, for it is stronger than we. But God's living word in us. 
overcomes sin, being stronger than sin. The gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation from sin. It liberates us from the bondage of sin. But not 
all become free. The word is effective in those who have faith. Then we 
must not resist the word. As it comes to us, we must yield our ways, our 
thoughts, and our words. Faith replaces vain thoughts with views of the 
new life and eternal things; vain words become obsolete in the 
vocabulary of the one who has faith, and a new song is put into his 
mouth, and the weeds of selfishness are uprooted from the field of 
action to give place for the fruits of his Spirit to be manifest. "Faith... 
worketh by love." Gal, 5:6. 

 
 Not that we change our mode of thinking and doing in order to be saved, 

but if we experience the blessings of this text, the word is written in our 
heart, and becomes the means by which God's power takes hold of us and 
saves us from sin, so we will no longer be compelled to do those things which 
are wrong. We do not become good in order to be saved, but we do good 
and are good because we are saved. The word gives us victory over sin. 
We feed on the living word until our strength is so far renewed that we 
can say No to temptation in case we find it impossible to avoid the 
monster. As the young athlete gives attention to his food and exercise until 
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he is able to perform that which to him was before impossible, so we too 
may feed upon the word, study it, assimilate it, until it becomes a part 
of our very being, and sin will find itself defeated. Then it is God that 
worketh in us to will and to do his good pleasure. This was the gospel 
preached by the psalmist when, he said, " Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee." Ps, 119:11. 

 
 Though we resist sin in sincerity, if we resist in our own strength we shall 

fail. It is not sincerity, but faith, that gives victory. "This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." 1 John 5:4. And faith comes by 
hearing the word of God. Then if we find sin swaying us, and making 
inroads on our Christian experience, let us hide that living word in our 
heart, feed abundantly upon it, yield to it, until we receive its impress 
and become fashioned after the divine similitude, with complete victory 
over sin. Only then are we true witnesses to the fact that the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation to them that believe. 

 
WORDS THAT LIVE AND ACT: Editorial - A. O. Tait, A. L. Baker 
Signs of the Times – September 18, 1928 
 

 Every individual born into the world has convictions at some time in his life 
in regard to the power of God and the truth of His living word…"The word 
of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword." 
This is a statement of a definite truth, whether we believe it or not. 
God's word is both life and power; it is in itself living and active, and it 
works definitely in minds and hearts where it is allowed its wonted 
freedom. 

 
 Just to look at the Bible casually, just to read it cursorily; we may find the 

question rising in our minds, Wherein does it have life and activity? How are 
the words of the Bible different from the same words that we find in other 
books? These words are used by the living God, and are become a part 
of His living word ; and in the particular setting of His word they both 
live and act. 

 
 But the trouble with so many of us is that we take the Bible to the dissecting 

table, trying to analyze and dissect it ; and, because in this analytical and 
dissecting spirit we do not see the living, active power of the Bible, we at 
once say that there is nothing to it.....But the individual who comes to the 
word of God without being willing to trust in its living power, starts in 
to analyze it and to dissect it, and, to his own satisfaction, he believes that 
he has discovered that there is no life or power in it. But the trouble is not 
with the Bible, but with the individual himself. He is working under an 
incubus created by the imaginings of his own mind, and fails to see the life 
in the word of God simply because he refuses to see it, and not because of 
any failure in the Book itself. The life is there, and thousands can testify to 
its living power and to what is accomplished through faith in these living 
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words…The living words of God will be fulfilled in every promise and in 
every precept, and they are ours to enjoy if we will but receive them. 

 
Spiritual Power the Basis of Christian Success: A. O. Tait 
Pacific Union Record – December 28, 1911 
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/PUR19111228-V11-22… 
 

 The power of the enemy must be met by the power of God, and the 
power of of God is imparted to us by His Spirit. For the text says, "Ye shall 
receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you." Then what we need 
above everything else to give us success in God's work is power — the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 God's Spirit comes to us as a gift. "If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?'' Luke 11:13. In giving us His Son 
our Father gave us His Spirit, also. The one gift accompanies the other; and 
He wants us to ask for His Spirit, and He will give it to us. We ask for many 
things of lesser importance in our prayers; but do we realize that the gift 
most to be desired is the gift of the Spirit of God? And we may have this gift 
for the asking when we earnestly come to God in His way. 
 

 God's word is filled with His Spirit, and consequently is also freighted 
with power, because of the Spirit that is in that Word. "For the word of 
God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart." 
Heb. 4:12. 
 

 The word of God is made powerful to us through His Spirit; for the Spirit 
brings the Word to our mind, and impresses it upon us with new power 
and strength. "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." John 14:26. It is the 
Comforter that brings the words of God into our minds just when you 
need to have them to meet temptations, to drive away discouragements, 
to energize us for success. 
 

 "As man uses his talents, however small, with faithfulness, the Holy Spirit 
takes the things of God, and presents them anew to the mind. Through His 
Spirit God makes His word a vivifying power. It is quick and powerful, 
exerting a strong influence upon minds, not because of the learning or 
intelligence of the human agent, but because divine power is working with 
the human power. And it is to the divine power that all praise is to be 
given."—"Testimonies," volume 8, page 55. 
 

 It is clear that God's Spirit works most in minds that are filled most with 
His word, for it is through the Word that the Spirit works. One of its 
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greatest offices is to bring that Word into our minds anew and with 
greater power and force. Then seeking the power of the Spirit can not 
be separated from diligent, thoughtful Bible study. And may we not ask, 
If our lives are powerless and barren, if we are failing to win success, is 
there not a good reason for it? We do not reverently study His word, and 
we do not ask Him for His Spirit in order that we may have power. The 
greatest and most difficult tasks may be performed successfully and 
strongly by the one who is used by the mighty power of the Spirit of God. 

 
The Inspired Book by Asa Oscar Tait 
The Signs of the Times Australian – July 15, 1912 
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/…/STAUS19120715-V27-… 
 

 The Scripture is "inspired" of God. The word here translated " inspired" 
is derived from two Greek words which signify God-breathed. And one 
of these two words is the root from which spirit is obtained. Then the 
Word of God has the breathing of His own Spirit, with all of its great 
significance, right in the very words themselves. 

 
 Is it any surprise, then, when we find that Word saying of itself, " The Word 

of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no 
creature that is not manifest in His sight; but all things are naked and laid 
open before the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." Heb. 4:12, 13, R.V. 

 
A Living Word 

 This text says that God's Word is "living." It has actual life in it. And why 
should it not have, since it is the very life breathing of Him who is the 
fountain of life? The text also says that the Word of God is " active." 
And certainly anyone can see that it must act since it is clothed with 
life. Then it must be clear that anyone who actually knows from his own 
experience that the Bible is inspired has felt the force of the life and 
activity in that Word. It is possible for men to have many theories in regard 
to the inspiration of the Bible, but only the one who has actually felt the 
activity and power of the life that is in the Word of God has a real definite 
knowledge of the origin of the divine Book. 

 
 It is the desire to get the reader to go much deeper than to make assent in 

only a general way that the Bible is inspired. Perhaps your father and 
mother are Christians, and they have taught you that the Bible is the Book 
of God. You have believed this because they told you so, but have not 
experienced the sensation of actual spiritual power imparted to you 
through that Word. You have not touched the Life-spring, and felt the 
active force of the words of the Infinite…...And so it is with him who has 
experienced the workings of the living, active, God-breathed words of 
the divine Book. His actual experiences have led him beyond mere theories 
about the inspiration of the Bible, and he is resting on a solid foundation of 
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definite knowledge. He knows the inspiration that comes alone from the one 
Source of life and power. The currents of active life that are in the Word 
have taken hold of his mind and directed his steps and sustained him 
in ways of righteousness. Having had these experiences with the Word 
of God, the person speaks and acts with the confidence that is based on 
definite knowledge. The God-breathed, the inspired Word has taken a 
definite place in his mind. The fog of doubt and mysticism has been left 
behind. He is standing in the clear light of personal contact and personal 
acquaintance with God. Like his Master of old, he speaks as "one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.” 

 
This is the faith of the first and second generation Adventists belief on the Holy 
Spirit. There was no mincing of words and mysticism of what was handed to them. 
Of what has happened to this generation? Can we deny this? 
 

 Judges 2:10: And also all that generation were gathered unto their 
fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew 
not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. 

 
Truth sanctifies John 17:17, error in turn does not Isaiah 8:20. We should ask 
ourselves why we give allegiance to doctrines that have no scriptural basis and 
contend them to the extent of censuring those who do not ascribe to them even 
though they are but mere conjectures and suppositions. May the Lord anoint our 
eyes afresh with eye salve that our eyesight maybe restored and it may be truly 
said we believe the words of Christ. It’s only those that had sight that can be truly 
say when they start to see that their sight has been recovered but still Laodicea 
refuses the true diagnosis of her condition. We have been so much waiting for the 
latter rain but the bible tells us it will not come, in fact it cannot come for we don’t 
know what it is for we are ascribing to it what it is not: 
 

 Jeremiah 3:3: Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there 
hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou 
refusedst to be ashamed. 

 
 Deuteronomy 32:1: Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O 

earth, the words of my mouth. 2: My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my 
speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the showers upon the grass: 

 
If the latter rain is the breath of God, the power of God in his word, the spirit 
ministered by his angels and servants, the life of God and his Son, how do we 
expect to receive it when we are saying it is a mysterious being part of the 3 in 1 
God and others saying it is a third being in them without a physical form? Surely 
may we awake when it is not too late. 
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Section 7: 1888 and Subsequent Controversies 
 
1888-1907 has been dubbed as the most interesting time of Seventh day 
Adventist history. With the little space I have, I cannot even attempt to doo a write-
up on this period. This is the period that saw another make another step higher 
in their theological understanding of Righteousness by Faith and Medical 
Missionary work. It saw the rise of EJ Waggoner, AT Jones and JH Kellogg and also 
their demise from faith. These were the men that shook the world and Adventism. 
Why is even this section then in this booklet? What does it have to do with the 
truth about the Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Because the same men that taught 
this subject under the inspiration of God, came to denounce it. So we look at the 
controversies that ensued after 1888 and the rejection of the message and the 
shift of these three men in their understanding of God from what they previously 
taught. 
 
1888 Message by Waggoner and Jones as narrated by EGW 
 

 “Messages bearing the divine credentials have been sent to God’s people; 
the glory, the majesty, the righteousness of Christ, full of goodness and 
truth, have been presented; THE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD IN JESUS 
CHRIST has been set forth among us with beauty and loveliness, to charm 
all those whose hearts are not closed with prejudice. We know that God has 
wrought among us.” — R & H, May 27, 1890. 
 

 The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which 
will lighten the earth with its glory will be called a false light, by those 
who refuse to walk in its advancing glory. The work that might have been 
done, will be left undone by the rejecters of truth, because of their unbelief. 
We entreat of you who oppose the light of truth, to stand out of the way of 
God's people. Let Heaven-sent light shine forth upon them in clear and 
steady rays. God holds you to whom this light has come, responsible for the 
use you make of it. Those who will not hear will be held responsible; for the 
truth has been brought within their reach, but they despised their 
opportunities and privileges. Messages bearing the divine credentials 
have been sent to God's people; the glory, the majesty, the 
righteousness of Christ, full of goodness and truth, have been 
presented; the fullness of the Godhead in Jesus Christ has been set forth 
among us with beauty and loveliness, to charm all whose hearts were 
not closed with prejudice. We know that God has wrought among us. We 
have seen souls turn from sin to righteousness. We have seen faith revived 
in the hearts of the contrite ones. Shall we be like the lepers that were 
cleansed who went on their way, and only one returned to give glory to God? 
Let us rather tell of his goodness, and praise God with heart, with pen, and 
with voice. {RH, May 27, 1890 par. 6}   {1888 673.6} 
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Why did A. T. Jones & E. J. Waggoner (along with the rest of the early SDA church 
as a whole) present why Jesus Christ has the fullness of the Godhead? Think about 
it. IF WHAT THEY TAUGHT regarding the godhead of Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
was a "blasphemous heresy" as some are saying... do you understand the 
implications of that? And also, it would have been impossible for Ellen White to 
state that “Messages bearing the divine credentials have been sent to God's 
people; the glory, the majesty, the righteousness of Christ, full of goodness 
and truth, have been presented; the fullness of the Godhead in Jesus Christ 
has been set forth among us with beauty and loveliness, to charm all whose 
hearts were not closed with prejudice” if they were teaching that Jesus was not 
God, and not fully divine. 
 
Can the false narrative that Christ being or becoming the Son of God was because 
of the incarnation (a consequence of sin) be put to rest? 
 

 Prophecies are being fulfilled, and stormy times are before us. Old 
controversies which have apparently been hushed for a long time will 
be revived, and new controversies will spring up; new and old will 
commingle, and this will take place right early. The angels are holding 
the four winds, that they shall not blow, until the specified work of warning 
is given to the world; but the storm is gathering, the clouds are loading, 
ready to burst upon the world, and to many it will be as a thief in the night. 
{June 21, 1892 ATJ, ARSH 387.4} 

 
 We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn events. The whole 

earth is to be lightened with the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the 
channels of the great deep. Prophecies are being fulfilled, and stormy 
times are before us. Old controversies which have apparently been 
hushed for a long time will be revived, and new controversies will spring 
up; new and old will commingle, and this will take place right early. The 
angels are holding the four winds, that they shall not blow, until the 
specified work of warning is given to the world; but the storm is gathering, 
the clouds are loading, ready to burst upon the world, and to many it will 
be as a thief in the night.  {SpTA01b 38.1} 

 
 In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long continued 

conflict between truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those 
things which have been will be repeated. Old controversies will be revived, 
and new theories will be continually arising. But God's people, who in 
their belief and fulfillment of prophecy have acted a part in the 
proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages, know 
where they stand. They have an experience that is more precious than 
fine gold. They are to stand firm as a rock, holding the beginning of 
their confidence steadfast unto the end.  {1MR 47.3} 
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 Many of the prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succession. Every 
element of power is about to be set to work. Past history will be repeated; 
old controversies will arouse to new life, and peril will beset God's people on 
every side. Intensity is taking hold of the human family. It is permeating 
everything upon the earth. . . .  {Mar 30.4} 

 
 The last great conflict will be short but terrible. Old controversies will be 

revived. New controversies will arise. The last warnings must be given to 
the world. There is a special power in the presentation of the truth at the 
present time, but how long will it continue? Only a little while. If ever there 
was a crisis, it is now. {CTr 350.2} 

 
The last quote reminds me of the living temple; “An Iceberg! "Meet It". If ever 
there was a crisis, it is now. And if there was a time to “meet it”, it is now. She 
said 
 

I wish to write a few words about the letters and manuscripts that were sent 
you during the council. Shortly before I sent the testimonies that you said 
arrived just in time, I had read an incident about a ship in a fog meeting an 
iceberg. For several nights I slept but little. I seemed to be bowed down as a 
cart beneath sheaves. One night a scene was clearly presented before me. 
A vessel was upon the waters, in a heavy fog. Suddenly the lookout cried, 
“Iceberg just ahead!” There, towering high above the ship, was a gigantic 
iceberg. An authoritative voice cried out, “Meet it!” There was not a 
moment’s hesitation. It was a time for instant action. The engineer put on 
full steam, and the man at the wheel steered the ship straight into the 
iceberg. With a crash she struck the ice. There was a fearful shock, and the 
iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with a noise like thunder upon the 
deck. The passengers were violently shaken by the force of the collision, but 
no lives were lost. The vessel was injured, but not beyond repair. She 
rebounded from the contact, trembling from stem to stern, like a living 
creature. Then she moved forward on her way. Well I knew the meaning 
of this representation. I had my orders. I had heard the words, like a 
living voice from our Captain, “Meet it!” I knew what my duty was and 
that there was not a moment to lose. The time for decided action had 
come. I must without delay obey the command, “Meet it!” {Lt238-1903} 
 
I have been instructed by the heavenly messenger that some of the 
reasoning in the book, "Living Temple," is unsound and that this reasoning 
would lead astray the minds of those who are not thoroughly established on 
the foundation principles of present truth. It introduces that which is naught 
but speculation in regard to the personality of God and where His presence 
is. No one on this earth has a right to speculate on this question. The more 
fanciful theories are discussed, the less men will know of God and of 
the truth that sanctifies the soul.  {SpTB02 51.3}   
 
One and another come to me, asking me to explain the positions taken in 
"Living Temple." I reply, "They are unexplainable." The sentiments 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

190 
 
 

expressed do not give a true knowledge of God. All through the book are 
passages of scripture. These scriptures are brought in in such a way that 
error is made to appear as truth. Erroneous theories are presented in so 
pleasing a way that unless care is taken, many will be misled.  {SpTB02 
52.1}   
 
We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who entertain these 
sophistries will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy can talk 
with them, and lead them away from God. It is represented to me that the 
writer of this book is on a false track. He has lost sight of the distinguishing 
truths for this time. He knows not whither his steps are tending. The track 
of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem 
to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, 
therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and 
error.  {SpTB02 52.2}   
 
About the time that "Living Temple" was published, there passed before me 
in the night season, representations indicating that some danger was 
approaching, and that I must prepare for it by writing out the things God 
has revealed to me regarding the foundation principles of our faith.  
{SpTB02 52.3}   
 
A copy of "Living Temple" was sent me, but it remained in my library, 
unread. From the light given me by the Lord, I knew that some of the 
sentiments advocated in the book, did not bear the indorsement of God, and 
that they were a snare that the enemy had prepared for the last days. I 
thought that this would surely be discerned, and that it would not be 
necessary for me to say anything about it. {SpTB02 52.4}   
 
In the controversy that arose among our brethren regarding the 
teachings of this book, those in favor of giving it a wide circulation 
declared: "It contains the very sentiments that Sister White has been 
teaching." This assertion struck right to my heart. I felt heart-broken; 
for I knew that this representation of the matter was not true.  {SpTB02 
53.1}   
 
Finally my son said to me, "Mother, you ought to read at least some parts 
of the book, that you may see whether they are in harmony with the light 
that God has given you." He sat down beside me, and together we read the 
preface, and most of the first chapter, and also paragraphs in other 
chapters. As we read, I recognized the very sentiments against which I had 
been bidden to speak in warning during the early days of my public labors. 
When I first left the State of Maine, it was to go through Vermont and 
Massachusetts, to bear a testimony against these sentiments. "Living 
Temple" contains the alpha of these theories. I knew that the omega 
would follow in a little while; and I TREMBLED FOR OUR PEOPLE. I knew 
that I must warn our brethren and sisters not to enter into controversy 
over the presence and personality of God. The statements made in "Living 
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Temple" in regard to this point are incorrect. The scripture used to 
substantiate the doctrine there set forth, is scripture misapplied.  {SpTB02 
53.2}   
 
I am compelled to speak in denial of the claim that the teachings of 
"Living Temple" can be sustained by statements from my writings. 
There may be in this book expressions and sentiments that are in 
harmony with my writings. And there may be in my writings many 
statements which, taken from their connection, and interpreted 
according to the mind of the writer of "Living Temple," would seem to 
be in harmony with the teachings of this book. This may give apparent 
support to the assertion that the sentiments in "Living Temple" are in 
harmony with my writings. But God forbid that this sentiment should 
prevail.  {SpTB02 53.3} 
 
I did not read Living Temple, though I had it in my library. At last my son 
said to me, “Mother, you ought to read at least some parts of the book, that 
you may see whether they are in harmony with the light hat God has given 
you.” He sat down beside me, and we read the paragraphs to which he 
referred. When we had finished, I turned to him, and said, “These are the 
very sentiments against which I was bidden to speak in warning at the 
very beginning of my public work. When I first left the state of Maine, 
it was to go through Vermont and Massachusetts, to bear a testimony 
against these sentiments. Living Temple contains the Alpha of these 
theories. The Omega would follow in a little while. I tremble for our 
people. These beautiful representations are similar to the temptation 
that the enemy brought to Adam and Eve in Eden. {Ms46-1904} 
 
You are not sound in the faith. I have stated this in my diary months ago. 
You have certainly placed the people of God, whom the Lord has led step by 
step in the ways of truth and placed upon a solid foundation, in a false 
showing before unbelievers. Some have departed from the faith and will 
continue to misrepresent the work God has given me. The sanctuary 
question is a clear and definite doctrine as we have held it as a people. You 
are not definitely clear on the personality of God, which is everything 
to us as a people. You have virtually destroyed the Lord God Himself. 
Ellen G. White to John Harvey Kellogg, Letter 300, March 16th 1903 
 
“In a representation which passed before me, I saw a certain work being 
done by medical missionary workers. Our ministering brethren were looking 
on, watching what was being done, but they did not seem to understand. 
The foundation of our faith, which was established by so much prayer, such 
earnest searching of the Scriptures, was being taken down, pillar by pillar. 
Our faith was to have nothing to rest upon–the sanctuary was gone, the 
atonement was gone. I realized that something must be done. The battle 
nearly killed me.” {Sermons and Talks Volume One, p. 344} 
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We want to understand the time in which we live. We do not half understand 
it. We do not half take it in. My heart trembles in me when I think of what a 
foe we have to meet, and how poorly we are prepared to meet him. The 
trials of the children of Israel, and their attitude just before the first coming 
of Christ, have been presented before me again and again to illustrate the 
position of the people of God in their experience before the second coming 
of Christ. How the enemy sought every occasion to take control of the minds 
of the Jews, and today he is seeking to blind the minds of God's servants, 
that they may not be able to discern the precious truth.  {RH, February 18, 
1890 par. 1} {1888 533.1}.  

 
Maybe this is 1888-1907 fiasco again. It started as alpha and it’s going down as 
omega. The full story of Kellogg will be at the end of this section. 

 
AT JONES:  
 
A careful reader of what was happening in that period would see AT Jones being 
affected by his association with Kellogg. Notice: 
 
● “And the Holy Spirit is a Person. This great truth is not recognized, indeed, 

it is not believed, by more than a very few even of Christians. For 
everybody knows that almost invariably, with very, very few exceptions, the 
Holy Spirit is referred to and spoken of by Christians as “it.” But the word 
“it” never applies to a person. The word “it,” in the very genius of our 
language refers and applies to only things, never to persons; to things of 
inanimate substance, as a stone, a house, a tree; or to things of concept or 
experience, as space, height, breadth, peace, joy, grief, an impression, an 
influence. But the Holy Spirit is none of these: the Holy Spirit is not an 
influence, nor an impression, nor peace, nor joy, nor any thing. The Holy 
Spirit gives peace, and gives joy, assuages grief, makes an impression, 
exerts an influence; but the Holy Spirit is none of these things, nor any other 
thing. No, eternally, no! The Holy Spirit is a Person, eternally a divine 
Person. And he must be always recognized and spoken of as a Person, or 
he is not truly recognized or spoken of at all”. {March 27, 1907 ATJ, MEDM 
98.5-7} 

 
This argument by Jones that “the Holy Spirit is referred to and spoken of by 
Christians as “it.” is not the truth at all because the Bible itself says the Holy Spirit 
is referred to as “it” [Romans 8:16, 26]. Much about the spirit has been covered 
in Section 6. 
 
Ellen White eventually would write 
 

 I am sorry for A. T. Jones, who has been warned over and over again. 
Notwithstanding these warnings, he has allowed the enemy to fill his mind 
with thoughts of self-importance. Heed not his words, for he has rejected 
the plainest light and has chosen darkness instead. The Holy One hath 
given us messages clear and distinct, but some poor souls have been blinded 
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by the falsehoods and the deceptive influences of satanic agencies and have 
turned from truth and righteousness to follow these fallacies of satanic 
origin. Ms39-1906 

 
 We did not see anything to encourage us in the hope that Elder Jones is 

coming out from the darkness that is upon him. He feels that he 
understands himself; but he is as the blind and is feeling about, to know 
what step to take next. I felt that I must speak plainly to him. I told him that 
notwithstanding the warnings that had been given regarding Dr. Kellogg’s 
influence over him, he had gone into the very path he had been 
cautioned not to take; he had not spiritual discernment to understand the 
doctor’s religious standing. I told him that he had become Dr. Kellogg’s 
voice to the people. Lt234-1908.6 

 
Some of the men who proof-read “The Living Temple” said: 
 

• "That we find in the book 'Living Temple' nothing which appears to us 
to be contrary to the Bible or the fundamental principles of the 
Christian religion, and that we see no reason why it may not be 
recommended by the Committee for circulation in the manner 
suggested."-A.T. Jones, J.H. Kellogg, David Paulson, quoted in "How the 
Spirit of Prophecy Met a Crisis," p. 27. 

 
This made Ellen White write: 
 

Some think it strange that I write, "Do not send your children to Battle 
Creek." I was instructed in regard to the danger of the worldly influence in 
Battle Creek. I have written hundreds of pages regarding the danger of 
having so large a sanitarium, and of calling so many people together in one 
place. The young people in Battle Creek are in danger. They will come 
in contact with error. Years ago I did not think that they would meet 
these errors right in the sanitariums; but when "Living Temple" came 
out, and some of our ministers told me that there was in it nothing but 
what I had been teaching all my life, I saw how great the danger was. I 
saw that blindness had fallen upon some who had long known the truth. I 
pray that the Lord will open the eyes of these ministers, that they may see 
the difference between light and darkness, between truth and error. 
{SpTB07 35.1} 

 
The leading ministers did not even realize what Kellogg was teaching yet they had 
long known the truth. Jones had been deceived and Daniels and Prescott would 
follow later and work with Froom yet a warning had been sounded. 1910 EGW to 
A.G. Daniels: 
 

 Message after message has come to me from the Lord concerning the 
dangers surrounding you and Elder Prescott. I have seen that Satan would 
have been greatly pleased to see Elders Prescott and Daniells undertake the 
work of a general overhauling of our books that have done a good work 
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in the field for years. But neither of you is called of God to that work. ...I 
have been instructed that the Lord is not the author of the proposal to 
make many changes in books already published. Lt70-1910 

 
A.G. Daniells Fulfilment of 1910 Prophecy 
 

 Message after message has come to me from the Lord concerning the 
dangers surrounding you and Elder Prescott. I have seen that Satan would 
have been greatly pleased to see Elders Prescott and Daniells undertake the 
work of a general overhauling of our books that have done a good work 
in the field for years. But neither of you is called of God to that work. ...I 
have been instructed that the Lord is not the author of the proposal to 
make many changes in books already published. Lt70-1910 

 
Was the prophecy above fulfilled? By the end of the 1930's the last remaining "old 
guard" aka pioneers had died and a new generation of Adventist leaders was 
coming into prominence. General Conference Session Minutes for January 16, 
1940 recorded the discussion of editing of Uriah Smiths' Daniel and the 
Revelation: 
 
 

"The Chairman stated that the matter of the republication of the book 
'Daniel and Revelation,' was brought up at the last Autumn Council, and in 
the discussion it was agreed that if the book were to be republished it should 
be a project undertaken by all the North American publishing houses, and 
that the book should be modernized." But 9 months later nothing had yet 
been done. "Consideration was given to the question of the revision and 
republication of the book "Daniel and Revelation," which was allowed to go 
out of print some years ago. It was reported that there is a large demand 
from the field for its republication in subscription book form." "While it 
was agreed that we ought to have a book for circulation at the present time 
on the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, there was quite a 
difference of opinion as to the advisability of attempting to revise this 
book. After discussion of the arguments offered in favor of, and opposed 
to the republication of the book, it was VOTED, To refer the matter to the 
officers of the General Conference and the heads of the three publishing 
houses for further study." General Conference Session Minutes, October 23, 
1940 

 
Obviously there was a dispute over the use of Smith's book. It had long been a 
popular and profitable book and even yet there was "a large demand" for its 
continued availability. However, there was also significant opposition to its 
"republication," so much so that two years later progress on settling the matter 
was "still in committee"-now a subcommittee! 

 
"The General Conference Committee at the time of the 1940 Autumn Council 
appointed a committee consisting of the managers of the "three publishing 
houses and the General Conference Officers, to give attention to the 
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bringing out of a revised edition, which has in turn appointed a committee 
on the revision of the book. This committee is not yet ready to report." 
General Conference Committee Minutes, January 1, 1942 

 
The committee came back two weeks later and reported that the original 
committee was nearly ready to present its recommendations on the production of 
a revised edition of Daniel and the Revelation. So it was "VOTED, That we earnestly 
recommend to the Southern Publishing Association that their edition of "Daniel 
and Revelation" be withheld from circulation pending decision on the report of the 
committee appointed at the time of the Autumn Council of 1940." Ibid, January 
19, 1942 
 
When the subcommittee finally presented its report in April, it was recommended 
that 

1. "The republication of 'Daniel and the Revelation' as a subscription book in 
a revised Volume. 

2. That a special book committee of eleven members on revision, be 
appointed with representation from the three publishing houses of North 
America, giving them power to act in revising and preparing the book 
for publication. 

3. That the revised edition of 'Daniel and the Revelation' be published by the 
three publishing houses. 

4. That the proposed revised edition of 'Daniel and the Revelation' take the 
place of all editions now published." General Conference Committee 
Minutes April 7, 1942 

 
Warren Eugene Howell, chairman of the committee assigned the task of editing 
Daniel and the Revelation, included in his report a brief history of the book, noting 
it had began its life as a series of articles in the 1862 Review and Herald. It was 
then recorded in the minutes, 

 
"An agreement was entered into at the beginning of the work that in all 
matters touching doctrine or the rights and privileges of the author, no 
action would be recorded to be carried out until it could be made unanimous 
in the committee, and that resolution was carried through, there being unity 
and harmony throughout the work." Ibid, April 7, 1942. 

 
The committee realized that "any revision of Daniel and Revelation was still a 
highly sensitive matter" (Movement of Destiny page 424). Nevertheless, 

 
"The next logical and inevitable step in the implementing of our unified 
"Fundamental Beliefs" involved revision of certain standard works so as 
to eliminate statements that taught, and thus perpetuated, erroneous 
views on the Godhead." "The first and most conspicuous of these involved 
certain erroneous theological concepts that had long appeared in Thoughts 
on Daniel and the Revelation by Uriah Smith, who had died in 1903." 
LeRoy Froom, Movement of Destiny, page 422-423, 1971 
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Froom admitted that Smith's book had been "accorded an honored place" in our 
Adventist history and even "recognized by Ellen White". In 1926, Froom began 
personal studies on the Holy Spirit, and Daniells asked him to give a presentation 
at the Milwaukee General Conference session. This led to an invitation to present 
a series of studies on the same theme at the North American Union Ministerial 
Institutes of 1928. In preparing for these meetings, Froom consulted the Spirit of 
Prophecy and pioneers writings. He was rather shocked, he said: 
 

 “Aside from priceless leads found in the Spirit of Prophecy, there was 
practically nothing in our literature setting forth a sound Biblical 
exposition in this tremendous field of study. There were no previous 
pathfinding books on the question in our literature.” Movement of 
Destiny pg. 322.  

 
Now this is a very serious allegations considering what I just shared in Section 6. 
And mind you this is not even a snippet of what was in our literature. There are 
volumes in our literature on this topic. The Book Ministry of Healing has a lot to 
speak on this subject. It is like Froom never read this book. Determined to have 
sufficient materials for the Institute meetings, he turned to non-Adventist 
sources, saying: 
 

 “I was compelled to search out a score of valuable books written by men 
outside our faith for initial clues and suggestions, and to open up 
beckoning vistas to intensive personal study. Having these, I went on from 
there.” Ibid pg. 322.  

 
This is like Israel going to sharpen their instruments in the camp of the enemy 
and allowing Jezebel that woman to teach their camp. It is nothing short of Balaam 
setting a stumbling block to the children of Israel. This is the tragedy of seventh 
day Adventism. 1Samuel 13:20-22. Israel without weapons of war and going to 
the Philistines to sharpen their instruments. This is total annihilation. The current 
Israel have become destitute of the instruments of war, they go to the Seminaries, 
Colleges of the Philistines and suffer them to sharpen their swords and give them 
instruments of war and the results have been a spiritual quagmire. How history 
and Revelation 2:20 is being fulfilled under our silence is a mystery indeed. He 
listed many of the men from whom he drew information for his studies, saying he 
could have easily listed fifty; Dwight L. Moody, founder of Moody Bible College 
and Joseph A. Seiss, a Lutheran, were just two of them. Why was there nothing in 
our literature? Simply because the Holy Spirit believed by the pioneers was 
different to that which Froom believed. After the Institute meetings he said: 
 

 “You cannot imagine how I was pummeled by some of the old timers 
because I pressed on the personality of the Holy Spirit as the third 
person of the Godhead.” Letter from Leroy Froom to Dr Otto H. 
Christenson. Oct 27. 1960.  

 
Ellen White also used the term ‘third person of the Godhead’, but with very 
different connotations. Following on from the Institute, Froom put his studies in 
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a book called ‘The Coming of the Comforter’, printed that same year. He said 
this was “an urgent request of hundreds of ministers” who had heard him at the 
meetings. Coming of the Comforter pg. 9. In the book he emphasized very 
strongly the personality of the Holy Spirit as a separate being from the Father 
and Son. It was clearly a Trinitarian understanding. He wrote: 
 

 “We are under the direct, personal guidance of the third person of the 
Godhead, as truly as the disciples were under the direct leadership of 
the second person of the Godhead.” The Coming of the Comforter pg. 23. 

 
There is nothing like the first person and the second person of the Godhead. The 
phrase the third person of the godhead is a grammatical title not a quantitative 
theological arithmetic. Two years after ‘The Coming of the Comforter’ was 
published, Froom had a proposition put to him.  
 

 “Back in the spring of 1930 Arthur G. Daniells told me he believed that, at 
a later time, I should undertake a thorough survey of the entire plan of 
redemption – its principles, provision, and divine Personalities – as they 
unfolded to our view as a Movement from 1844 onward, with special 
emphasis upon the developments of ‘1888’, and its sequel.” Movement of 
Destiny p17 

 
Now forty years of age, Froom saw the enormity of the project. He was awed by 
its magnitude and far-reaching character. He suggested that someone else should 
do it, but Daniells said he “felt it was for me to do – for I had gotten a vision of 
it, and had a background and burden for it.” Ibid. Daniells told Froom he “was 
a connecting link between past leaders and the present. But, he said, it is to 
be later – not yet, not yet.” Ibid. Both men understood the serious problems 
involved in printing a book on this subject, for it would contain sentiments not 
acceptable to those who had been close to the early beginnings of the church. 
Daniells  
 

 “Knew that time would be required for certain theological wounds to heal, 
and for attitudes to modify on the part of some. Possibly it would be 
necessary to wait until certain individuals had dropped out of action 
[DIED], before the needed portrayal could wisely be brought forth.” Ibid pg. 
17.  

 
You cannot afford to skip over these matters. Subtle changes were taking place. 
Froom stated that by this time, “most conspicuous champions of the ‘derived’ 
view of Christ had gone to their rest”, and it was felt there would be little 
opposition. Movement of Destiny pg. 411, 418. Russel Holt wrote later,  
 

 “This period saw the death of most of those pioneers who had championed 
and held the anti-trinitarian position. Their places were being taken by 
men who were changing their thinking, or had never opposed the 
doctrine. The trinity began to be published, until by 1931 it had triumphed 
and become the standard denominational position. Isolated stalwarts 
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remained who refused to yield, but the outcome had been decided.” The 
doctrine of the Trinity in the Seventh-day Adventist denominational: Its 
rejection and acceptance”. 1969. Russell Holt. 

 
The 1936 Sabbath School lesson for the 4th quarter was an interesting mixture of 
Trinitarian language and non-Trinitarian belief, showing the struggle that was 
going on in the minds of many during this period. 
http://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/SBDH.htm Section 42. That same year, 
Benjamin Wilkinson, who wrote his book ‘Truth Triumphant’, answered a letter 
from Dr. T.S. Teters saying:  
 

 “Replying to your letter of October 13 regarding the doctrine of the Trinity. 
I will say that Seventh Day Adventists do not, and never have accepted 
the dark, mysterious, Catholic doctrine of the Trinity.” 
http://omega77.tripod.com/bivensholyspirit.htm 

 
Once the Statement of Faith and Baptismal Certificate were printed, Froom said,  

 
 “We were now ready… to go to all the world with the Everlasting Gospel 

message in a clearer and more compelling way... The culminating events 
of the decade 1931 and 1941 consequently marked the end of an old 
epoch, and the beginning of a new day in unification and auspicious 
witness for us as a Movement. It was definitely another major turning 
point in denominational history.” Movement of Destiny pg. 421, 422.  

 
God moves in mysterious ways. The book Leroy Froom was asked to write at the 
request of Arthur G. Daniells is the very book from which we learn the details of 
the change in our denomination’s teachings on the doctrine of God. Little did he 
realize that God would use his own material to trace the change from truth to 
error. Did Daniells and Froom deliberately foist something they knew to be evil 
upon the church? Probably not. Both men had come to believe in the Trinity, and 
this affected everything they did. Froom believed he had eradicated from the 
church the Arian heresy, which he did not believe was Christian 
 
There were more to come – later. In 1946, small portions of Ellen White articles 
were placed in a compilation called ‘Evangelism’. This would be a very important 
volume in the process of change. Those on the committee were A.L. White, W.H. 
Branson, R.A. Anderson, Miss Louise Kleuser and J.L. Shuler. Under the heading 
‘Misrepresentations of the Godhead’, critical portions of the prophet’s articles 
were placed together, many not even complete sentences. When reading the 
statements under such a heading, a subtle message is given. The book 
‘Evangelism’ achieved its purpose, and Froom was elated. Years later, he wrote 
to Anderson saying, “You know what it did with men in the Columbia Union… 
They either had to lay down their arms, and accept those statements, or else 
they had to reject the Spirit of Prophecy.” Letter from Leroy Froom to Roy Allen 
Anderson. Jan.18. 1966. In fact, it has worked so well, that even today 
‘Evangelism’ is one of the first books used in a Trinitarian discussion. And it is 
true, to deny the portrayed message of the chapter appears to be a denial of the 
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Spirit of Prophecy. Herein lies the power of sub-headings connected with 
incomplete sentences and small portions of paragraphs. What has Ellen White has 
to say about such work: 
 

 There is another fact that should be stated here. I am not responsible 
for all that has been printed as coming from me. About the time that 
my earliest visions were first published, several articles did appear 
purporting to have been written by me, and to relate what the Lord had 
shown me, but sanctioning doctrines which I did not believe. These were 
published in a paper edited by a Mr. Curtis. Of the name of the paper I am 
not certain. In the years of care and labor that have passed since then, some 
of these less important particulars have been forgotten, but the main points 
are still distinct in my mind. This man took articles that came from my 
pen, and wholly transformed and distorted them, picking out a sentence 
here and there, without giving the connection, and then, after inserting 
his own ideas, he attached my name to them as if they came direct from 
me. On seeing these articles, we wrote to him, expressing our surprise and 
disapprobation, and forbidding him thus to misconstrue my testimonies. He 
answered that he should publish what he pleased, that he knew the visions 
ought to say what he had published, and that if I had written them as the 
Lord gave them to me, they would have said these things. He asserted that 
if the visions have been given for the benefit of the church, he had a 
right to use them as he pleased. Some of these sheets may still be in 
existence, and may be brought forward as coming from me, but I am not 
responsible for them. The articles given in Early Writings did pass under my 
eye; and as the edition of Experience and Views published in 1851 was the 
earliest which we possessed, and as we had no knowledge of anything 
additional in papers or pamphlets of earlier date, I am not responsible for 
the omissions which are said to exist. {1SM 60-61} 
 

 There are some who, upon accepting erroneous theories, strive to 
establish them by collecting from my writings statements of truth, 
which they use separated from their proper connection, and perverted 
by association with error. Thus seeds of heresy, springing up and 
growing rapidly into strong plants, are surrounded by many precious 
plants of truth; and in this way a mighty effort is made to vindicate the 
genuineness of the spurious plants.--Letter 136, 1906, pp. 3, 4. (To 
Brethren Butler, Daniells, and Irwin, April 27, 1906.) {5MR 154.1} 
 

 And now to all who have a desire for truth I would say: Do not give 
credence to unauthenticated reports as to what Sister White has done 
or said or written. If you desire to know what the Lord has revealed 
through her, read her published works. Are there any points of interest 
concerning which she has not written, do not eagerly catch up and 
report rumors as to what she has said. {5T 696.1} 
 

 They come to me, those that are copying my writings, and say, “Now 
here is the better revised words, and I think I will put that in.” Don’t you 
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change one word, not a word. The revised edition we do not need at all. 
We have got the word that Christ has spoken Himself and given us. And 
don’t you in my writings change a word for any revised edition. There 
will be revised editions, plenty of them, just before the close of this 
earth’s history, and I want all my workers to understand, and I have 
got quite a number of them. I want them to understand that they are 
never to take the revised word, and put it in the place of the plain, 
simple words just as they are. They think they are improving them, but 
how do they know but that they may switch off on an idea, and give it 
less importance than Christ means them to have. {Ms188-1907} 

 
In 1952, a book was copyrighted called ‘Principles of Life’, and printed in 1956. 
It has been used by school children as their Bible Doctrines study book. One 
paragraph says, “While God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit are 
three separate and distinct beings, yet they are ‘one in nature, in character, 
in purpose’. (PP34:1), working in such close relationship as to be one.” 
Principles of Life p28. The wording ‘beings’ would probably be unacceptable to 
Trinitarians today.  
 
Time has now moved on to 1955, and Walter R. Martin, an Evangelical, working in 
harmony with Donald G. Barnhouse, Editor of ‘Eternity’ magazine, has approached 
church leaders to meet and discuss the beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists. He was 
working on a book about cults and wanted to know what we believed. Martin was 
acquainted with T. Edgar Unruh through correspondence, and he knew of Froom 
through his volumes on history. The meeting was arranged between R. Allan 
Anderson, Walter E. Read, and LeRoy E. Froom, with the full approval of the 
General Conference president Reuben R. Figuhr. T. Edgar Unruh acted as 
chairman.  
 
Were Adventists a cult? That was the question of the Evangelicals. Martin had 
furnished the group with a long list of questions, and it was Leroy Froom’s task 
to write out the answers. He had stayed up until 2.00am, and in the morning was 
able to hand over twenty pages of notes. It was a momentous day. After the 
discussion was over, Martin announced that he had been mistaken about several 
of our teachings, and had come to the conclusion that Adventists were not a cult. 
Extending the hand of fellowship he said, No, you are definitely not a cult. 
Seventh-day Adventists can be accepted as fellow Evangelicals by the mainline 
Protestant churches of America! He then asked that our denominational leaders 
be sent a series of questions on our major beliefs, the answers to be acceptable 
to Ecumenicals. These would be placed in articles for ‘Eternity’ magazine. He also 
asked the denomination to write a book for all church members on the beliefs 
given in the meetings, and have it sent to Protestant public libraries throughout 
the world. Martin himself would publish his book exonerating Seventh-day 
Adventists.  
 
There is no doubt Martin was seeking to cement the answers given by our leaders, 
as his reputation, and that of the Evangelical leaders, were at stake. In September 
1956, an article appeared in ‘Eternity’ that Barnhouse called “a bombshell 
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article.” Few would be in a position to read it, but word spread by word of mouth. 
Two months later, an article appeared in ‘Ministry’ magazine under the title 
‘Changing Attitudes of Adventism’. An article by Froom accompanied the 
heading entitled, ‘The Atonement the Heart of our Message’ 
www.sdadefend.com  
 
The meetings with Martin covered important doctrinal areas, such as the 
investigative judgment, the nature of Christ, the atonement, sinless perfection. 
Some years later R. Allan Anderson said he had been asked before the meetings 
began – “What do you folks believe about the Trinity?” Adventist Review Sep 8. 
1983 pg. 3. This aspect is not often highlighted. One can study the ‘Eternity’ 
magazine articles and not realize this subject was even part of the discussions. 
Anderson’s comments continued, “The answers to their earnest questions 
lengthened into days of prayerful discussions. Our answer concerning the 
Godhead and the Trinity was crucial, for in some of the books they had read 
Adventists were classed as Arians.” Adventist Review. September 8. 1983 pg. 3.  
 
At Campus Hill Church in 1989, Loma Linda, Walter Martin said the following 
words: 
 

 “When I first met with L. E. Froom, he took me to task for about fifteen 
minutes on how I could ever possibly think that Adventism was a cult. 
‘Adventism rings as true as steel.’ I said, ‘Do you think Arius was a 
Christian?’ He was an excellent church historian, and he said, ‘Of course 
he wasn't a Christian, he denied the deity of Jesus Christ.’ I said, ‘So did 
Ellen White.’ Dr. Froom replied, ‘What!’ I said, ‘Yes’, and opened up a 
suitcase and produced at least twelve feet of Adventist publications 
stacked up and marked for Dr Froom's perusal. And for the perusal of the 
committee to check the sources in there.” Walter Martin - taped conference 
at Campus Hill Church in Loma Linda. January 1989.  

 
He said the committee was in “mortal shock”, and Martin went on to say that Ellen 
White had denied the eternal deity of Christ in the beginning, relegating Him 
to the place of a second deity, but that she later changed her belief and taught 
the Trinity, being influenced by Uriah Smith. The suggestion that Uriah Smith 
influenced the prophet is ridiculous. Smith wrote a book called ‘Looking unto 
Jesus’ the same year Ellen White printed ‘Desire of Ages’, and it was clearly 
non-trinitarian. Both were advertised in the same church papers.  
 
It took some days for the committee to peruse the material. When they met again, 
it was stated, “Well, a great deal of these things are there, and we agree with 
you, and we don’t agree with the statements. They do not reflect orthodox 
Adventist theology, and we reject it.” Donald Barnhouse wrote in his ‘Eternity’ 
magazine: 
 

 “Immediately it was perceived that the Adventists were strenuously 
denying certain doctrinal positions which had been previously 
attributed to them…. The Adventists specifically repudiate any 
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teachings by ministers or members of their faith who have believed, 
proclaimed, and written any matter which would classify them among 
Arians.” Eternity Magazine. September, 1956.  

 
Obviously historian George Knight and William Johnnson were correct in saying 
our doctrines have been changed, however, the change began much earlier than 
the Martin and Barnhouse episode. Concluding these meetings a book was 
published entitled, ‘Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions of Doctrine’, 
“prepared by a representative group of Seventh-day Adventist Leaders, Bible 
Teachers, and Editors.” Questions on Doctrine. Front page 1957. Section 4 on 
the ‘Deity and Eternal Pre-existence of Christ’ states, “It is frequently charged 
that Seventh-day Adventists deny the actual deity and eternal pre-existence 
of Christ, the Eternal Word.” The question is then asked, “Do you believe in the 
Trinity?” Questions on Doctrine pg. 35. The answer is very subtle. “Our belief in 
the deity and eternal pre-existence of Christ, the second person of the 
Godhead, is on record in our ‘Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists’, 
appearing annually in our official Yearbook and in our authoritative Church 
Manual… Moreover, those who are baptized into the Adventist Church 
subscribe to the ‘Summary of Doctrinal Beliefs’ appearing on our standard 
Baptismal Certificate…” Ibid pg. 35.  
 
The way had been prepared many years earlier. After the printing of this book, 
Donald Barnhouse stated, “The Adventists fortunately deny the logical 
conclusions to which their doctrines must lead them; i.e. a negation of the full 
validity of the atonement of Christ.” www.sdadefend.com. It was suggested that 
the denomination go on public record denying certain erroneous statements. Our 
response was, “No… those early statements were the declarations of 
individuals or groups, not of the Church as a whole, and had never committed 
the denomination. Our later formal declarations were clear, Biblical, sound 
and ‘orthodox’.” Movement of Destiny pg. 483. But the Evangelicals insisted. 
Finally, a statement was prepared, which read:  
 

 “The belief of Seventh-day Adventists on these great truths is clear and 
emphatic. And we feel that we should not be identified with, or stigmatized 
for certain limited and faulty concepts held by some, particularly in our 
formative years. This statement should therefore nullify the stock 
‘quotations’ that have been circulated against us.” Questions on 
Doctrine. Question No.3. pg. 31.32. Quoted in Movement of Destiny. Pg. 
484.  

 
Questions on Doctrine’ further states,  
 

 “But with the passage of years the earlier diversity of views on certain 
doctrines gradually gave way to unity of view. Clear and sound positions 
were then taken by the great majority on such doctrines as the Godhead, 
the deity and eternal pre-existence of Christ, and the personality of the 
Holy Spirit. A few, however, held to some of their former views, and at 
times these ideas got into print. However, for decades now the church 
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has been practically at one on the basic truths of the Christian faith.” 
Ibid p30.31.  

 
It had been agreed upon that ‘Questions on Doctrine’ would be placed in Martin’s 
bookshop, as well as his book ‘The Truth about Seventh-day Adventists’, and that 
both books would be available through the Adventist Book Center. According to 
Ralph Weitz, a non-Adventist who has studied Adventists for many years, the ABC 
did not carry Martin’s book. www.lifeassuranceministries.com. Leroy Froom said 
he was indebted to the Spirit of Prophecy and Ellen White’s “contribution” to 
‘Questions on Doctrine’. He wrote,  
 

 “We here unfold the Ellen White coverage on the Deity of Christ and its 
involvements. It is sublime in scope. Here is penetration, 
comprehensiveness, balance, dependability. No other writer in our ranks 
has ever approached it in coverage. Our greatest theologians have not come 
anywhere near to matching its impressive outline or content. We have 
nothing to be ashamed of – and everything to be proud of – in Ellen White’s 
contribution to the full truth of the Deity of Christ in this day of widespread 
challenge and repudiation of His eternal pre-existence and complete Deity, 
His atoning death, literal resurrection, actual ascension, and imminent 
personal return. Here is an anchor, a guideline, a blueprint to have and to 
use. Here is set forth the solid faith of Seventh-day Adventists.” Movement 
of Destiny pg. 494.5.  

 
We wonder what Ellen White would have said about her ‘contribution’ to 
‘Questions on Doctrine’, the most controversial book in our recent history.  
 
W.W. Prescott Fulfilment of 1910 Prophecy 
 

 Message after message has come to me from the Lord concerning the 
dangers surrounding you and Elder Prescott. I have seen that Satan would 
have been greatly pleased to see Elders Prescott and Daniells undertake the 
work of a general overhauling of our books that have done a good work 
in the field for years. But neither of you is called of God to that work. ...I 
have been instructed that the Lord is not the author of the proposal to 
make many changes in books already published. Lt70-1910 

 
In 1936, Prescott preached a sermon at the Takoma Park Church, where he said 
that Scripture “clearly implied the doctrine of the Trinity. There are three 
persons in the Godhead, but they are so mysteriously and indissolubly related 
to each other, that the presence of one is equivalent to the presence of the 
other.”The sermon was published as a pamphlet, bringing forth a very strong 
response by Judson S Washburn. He wrote a letter to the General Conference 
president, J.L. McElhany in protest. This letter also became a pamphlet. (It was was 
liked by a conference president so much that he distributed it to 32 of his 
ministers. You can see a photocopy of the original J.S. Washburn letter in PDF 
format HERE)). Here is the letter of protest it was titled “The Trinity” 
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J. S. Washburn 1939 Letter: “The Trinity” 
 

“The doctrine of the Trinity is regarded as the supreme test of 
orthodoxy by the Roman Catholic Church. Many of the councils of 
that church during its development were almost entirely given over to 
the discussion of the Trinity, the Arian and the Trinitarian controversy. 
“Was Christ of the same substance of the Father, or of like substance?” 
Very naturally the nature of the personality of God was the center, the 
core, the key of the teachings of Roman theology, Satan's crowning 
masterpiece of Apostate Counterfeit Christianity. 
 
The leading doctrines of the Roman papacy were taken directly 
from heathenism, -the sign of the cross, Holy water, monks, nuns, 
the celibacy of the priesthood, the Sunday Sabbath, etc., etc. So 
this Catholic doctrine of the Trinity comes from heathenism. In 
India we have Brahma, Shive, Vishnu, vengeful, unforgiving trinity. 
 
Where in Heathenism or in Romanism is the Divine mediator 
between God and man? “There is one God and one mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” I Tim. 2:5. There is 
none in heathenism; and in the Roman church, as Christ is a very 
physical part of God, the deity, it becomes necessary to invent a 
multitude of human mediators, the Virgin Mary, Peter, Andrew, etc. 
and a multitude of manufactured saints, a band of immortal souls 
of dead men and women. Jesus has become so fully and literally a 
component part of the great severe judge who delights in eternal 
torment, according to the Roman teaching of the Trinity, that they 
must find or manufacture a multitude of human spiritualistic 
mediators. THIS REMOVING OF JESUS FROM HIS TRUE 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOD AND MAN, TAKES HIM SO FAR FROM US 
THAT HE BECOMES AN INFLICTOR OF EVERLASTING TORMENT AND 
NO LONGER OUR LOVING SAVIOUR. 
 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a cruel heathen monstrosity, 
removing Jesus from his true position of Divine Saviour and 
Mediator. It is true we cannot measure or define divinity. It is beyond 
our finite understanding, yet on this subject of the personality of God 
the Bible is very simple and plain. The Father, the Ancient of Days, is 
from eternity. Jesus was begotten of the Father. Jesus speaking 
through the Psalmist says: 
 
The Lord (Jehovah) hath said unto me, Thou are [art] my son, this day 
have I begotten thee. Psalm 2:7. 
 
Again in Proverbs eight (where Jesus is spoken of under the title of 
Wisdom, See I Corinthians 1:24), we read: The Lord (Jehovah) possessed 
me in the beginning of his way. Verse 22. Before the mountains were 
settled, before the hills was I brought forth. Verse 24. 
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The Son says he was brought forth, begotten, born of his Father 
(Jehovah). He calls his father “Jehovah.” In Psalm 110:1, The Lord said 
unto my Lord, sit thou on my right hand, etc. Literal Hebrew, “Jehovah 
said unto Adoni,” Jehovah (the Father) said to Adoni (the son). Psalm 
110:4, The Lord (Jehovah) hath sworn and will not repent, Thou art a 
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. Who is this priest of the 
order of Melchisedec? It is Jesus. See Hebrews 7:21, 22; Mark 19:35, 
36. 
 
In these scriptures Jesus himself says the Father's name is Jehovah, his 
own name Adoni. Put in Exodus 23:31, the Lord said he would send his 
Angel before his people, literally his Messenger, and said, “My name is 
in Him,” so God placed His name in His son. So on earth the name 
of every father is in his son. It is therefore permissible to say that 
the son may be spoken of as Jehovah, but primarily, fundamentally, 
the Son said his Father's name is Jehovah. 
 
On the 14th of October 1939, Elder W. W. Prescott preached a sermon 
in the Takoma Park Church on the subject, The Coming One. From a 
copy printed by the speaker, I quote the following from pages 1 and 2. 
“In the Old Testament we find the name Jehovah or Lord about 7,000 
times, and in the New Testament, we find the name Jesus about 1,000 
times and the name Lord more than 700 times. Now the Jehovah or 
Lord of the Old Testament has been manifested as Jesus the Lord 
in the New Testament therefore this ONE PERSON, Jehovah-Jesus, 
is mentioned by name about 8,750 times.” 
 
This is one of the most astounding perversions of the original 
language of the Bible ever written, and coming from a man of 
education it seems almost inexcusable. The coining of the double 
name “Jehovah-Jesus” is certainly original with Elder Prescott, for I fail 
to find it in the Bible or in the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy. As 
shown from the Hebrew of Psalm 2:7, Psalms 110:1, 4 and Prov. 8:22, 
we have shown that Jesus says his Father's name is Jehovah, and in the 
Hebrew of Psalms 110:1, the name of the Son is Adoni. 
 
It is true that the Father says in Exodus 23:21, that his name is in the 
Son. This is true of every son on earth. His father's name is in the son, 
but the son and father are TWO PERSONS NOT “ONE PERSON,” as Elder 
Prescott incorrectly states in his sermon. 
 
For many years my father was a leading minister in the Iowa 
Conference. In 1884 I began my work as a minister in that 
conference. My father was Elder Washburn. Then upon my 
ordination I became Elder Washburn also. But we were TWO 
PERSONS NOT “ONE PERSON.” Now would it be fair or true to say 
that in writing up a history of the Iowa Conference every mention 
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of Elder Washburn applied to myself? Emphatically NO!!! It would be 
utterly false, as is the statement that every time in the Bible where 
the word “Jehovah” or “Lord” appeared it meant Jesus and that 
Jesus and the father were “ONE PERSON.” Several thousand times 
it applies to the Father and not to the Son. 
 
The statement of the sermon is a tremendous misrepresentation of the 
truth of the Divine separate personality of the Father and the Son. THE 
FATHER AND THE SON ARE NOT “ONE PERSON” BUT TWO PERSONS 
AS DISTINCT AS THE TWO PERSONS OF MY FATHER AND MYSELF. 
 
Jesus, who illustrated and explained heavenly things by earthly things, 
in his parables, had made it plain that the Father and the Son are NOT 
“ONE PERSON” as Elder Prescott teaches, thus following the Roman 
doctrine of the Trinity. 
 
In John 17:21, 22, That they (his disciples) all may be one as thou 
father art in me and I in Thee that they also may be one in us . . . that 
they may be one even as we are one. Jesus knew, and we know, the 
disciples were NOT ONE PERSON; and that represented the unity of the 
Father and the son. They could not from Christ's own word be “one 
person.” 
 
Read this glorious statement from the Spirit of Prophecy, explaining 
John 17:21, 22, the text just quoted, Testimonies, volume 8, page 269: 
“Wonderful statement. The unity that exists between Christ and His 
disciples does not destroy the personality of either. They are one in 
purpose, in mind, in character, but NOT IN PERSON. IT IS THUS THAT 
GOD AND CHRIST ARE ONE.” 
 
Elder Prescott squarely contradicts the words of Jesus in the Bible and 
words of the Holy Spirit of Prophecy when he states that they are “one 
person.” Satan has taken some heathen conception of a three-
headed monstrosity, and with deliberate intention to cast contempt 
upon divinity, has woven it into Romanism as our glorious God, an 
impossible, absurd invention. This monstrous doctrine 
transplanted from heathenism into the Roman Papal Church is 
seeking to intrude its evil presence into the teachings of the Third 
Angel's Message. 
 
On page 8 of the printed sermon by Elder Prescott is this statement: 
“We cannot regard the three persons of the Godhead as separable 
beings, each one dwelling in and confined to a visible body the same 
as three human beings. “There are three persons in the Godhead 
but they are so mysteriously and indissolubly related to each other 
that the presence of each one is equivalent to the presence of the 
others.” This is the doctrine of the Trinity as expressed in the statement 
already quoted from the sermon, page 1, that the three, Father, Son 
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and Holy Ghost are “ONE PERSON.” He states that they are NOT distinct 
separate persons but “One Person” and “that the presence of each one 
is equivalent to the presence of the others.” 
 
Christ himself teaches in John 17:21, 22 that the three persons of 
the Godhead are three “separable beings.” For the disciples were 
“separable beings,” and Christ compares the unity of the Father 
and the Son with the unity of the disciples united in perfect unity 
of heart. Thus this statement of Elder Prescott's is absolutely 
contrary to John 17:21, 22, and I Corinthians 1:10. 
 
If the teaching of this sermon of Elder Prescott be true, then of course 
as the three, in the doctrine of the Trinity, are one person, when 
Christ was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary, the Father was 
conceived and born of the Virgin Mary; when Christ hung on the 
cross dying, the Father hung on the cross dying; when Christ lay in 
Joseph's new tomb the Father lay in Joseph's new tomb; if the 
person of Christ died the person of the Father which is counted one 
person, also died; either the Father and the Holy Ghost died when 
Jesus died, or Jesus did not die. If Jesus was actually dead from 
Friday afternoon to Sunday morning the Father and the Holy Ghost 
were also dead from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning, if 
Prescott's sermon is correct. But Professor Prescott is very logical. 
Which horn of this dilemma does he take? 
 
I quote from a letter written to me by Elder J. F. Anderson, former 
pastor of Takoma Park Church, dated January 16, 1940, 112 St. Louis 
Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas: 
 
“In answer to your question as to my conversation with Elder Prescott, 
it was after I had spoken on the vicarious sacrifice of Christ, that he 
called me and wanted to talk with me about it. He tried to convince 
me that Christ DID NOT DIE AS THE SON OF GOD, as I had preached. 
And when he could not convince me, he said, 'I do not appreciate 
your leaving me without a Christ for three days and nights.' “And 
remember, Elder Washburn, this statement was made after he had 
taken the position that the Son of God did not die but only the Son 
of Man.” 
 
Other teachers of the Trinity say that the death of Christ was not 
vicarious but only his sufferings. But the wages of sin is DEATH not 
suffering. Christ's sufferings alone could not pay the penalty. The 
Son of God must DIE to pay the penalty of the broken law. For what 
the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and (by a 
sacrifice for sin) (margin) condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us. Romans 8:3, 4. 
The Son of God died that the law of God might live in us. 
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If Christ did not die, we never could keep the law. Either Christ 
must die or the law dies in us. That the law might live in us the Son 
of God died. But the Trinity makes the death of Christ impossible, 
as Professor Prescott seems to teach, therefore the Roman Trinity 
destroys the law. No wonder that the Papacy changes and destroys 
the law of God, and substitutes tradition and human works. As 
stated in the letter from Elder Anderson, we have the logical bold 
denial of the death of Christ, the very foundation of the Gospel—
“the son of God did not die,” only the son of man, only a human 
atonement. This is the only logical position any man can take who 
believes the heathen Roman doctrine of the Trinity, which is a twin 
sister of eternal torment and as true and logical as purgatory and 
the Sunday Sabbath. No wonder that the Roman papacy is the 
original teacher of both doctrines of the Trinity and eternal 
torment. Very logically the Roman Church must have many human 
mediators but also many human works to earn salvation or by 
purgatory, or the mass, or by the torments of self-inflicted 
punishment to gain Heaven. 
 
Because Christ being a part of the one person of the “Trinity” could 
not die unless the Father and Holy Ghost all died with Him, 
according to this false doctrine of the Trinity, if we accept the 
Catholic Trinity, we must accept that which goes with it, human 
mediators and human works, for according to Elder Prescott, the 
Son of God did not die; he resented the idea that the Son of God 
was dead “three days and nights.” The Christ of Professor Prescott 
was not dead but alive from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning. 
IF THIS IS SO, THEN OUR DEBT HAS NOT BEEN PAID, AND WE ARE 
ALL LOST. This is the logic of Elder Prescott's adoption of the 
Roman doctrine of the Trinity. The Bible teaches that the Son of 
God died, as the Son of God. For if when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son: much more being 
reconciled we shall be saved by his life. Romans 5:10. See also 
Colossians 1:13–22, 1 Thessalonians 1:10. The words “Son of God” 
and “Christ” are synonyms Matthew 16:16. And again and again 
the scriptures state that Christ died for our sins, the foundation 
principle of the Gospel. 
 
Nothing is clearer in the scripture than the truth that the Son of God 
died for us and we have a Divine and not simply a human atonement. 
Those who believe that the Son of God did not die quote an 
unpublished statement of Sister White. “Deity did not sink and die, 
that would have been impossible.” This is all very clear if we believe 
the Bible statement of death as found in Job 34:12, 14, 15: Yea surely 
God will not do wickedly . . . If he (God) set his heart upon man, if he 
(God) gathers unto himself His Spirit and His breath (God's spirit and 
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God's breath) all flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again 
to dust. 
 
WITH GOD IS THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE. Psalm 36:9. 
All life, angelic, human, animal, vegetable, comes from God and is 
simply loaned for a time to God's creatures. It was God's life before the 
creature received it. It is God's life while they have it and if God takes 
back to Himself His own life, the creature goes back where he was 
before he received the life of God. But that life is not a separate person. 
It is the life of God, taken back by the Lord to himself where it was, 
before being given to the creature. It is true that we are partakers of 
the Divine nature, if we are Christians. But that does not mean that 
we are conscious personalities in death. God takes back his life and 
we are dead. And SO WAS CHRIST. 
 
When Christ was begotten of the Father, He received the life of God, 
His father. When Jesus died on the cross, he said, “Father into thy 
hands I commend my spirit,” (or life) and the life of God was given 
back to the Father, and for a time, three days and nights, that life 
was with the Father from whence it had come. In the resurrection 
that life of God is restored to the one who died. Ps. 104:30. But 
between his death on Friday afternoon, till Sunday morning, the 
Son of God was dead. 
 
HE POURED OUT HIS SOUL UNTO DEATH. Isaiah 53:12. 
Read this clear statement from the Spirit of Prophecy, volume 3, page 
203: “When he closed his eyes in death upon the cross, the soul of Jesus 
did not go at once to Heaven . . . ALL THAT COMPRISED THE LIFE AND 
INTELLIGENCE OF JESUS REMAINED WITH HIS BODY IN THE 
SEPULCHRE. AND WHEN HE CAME FORTH IT WAS AS A WHOLE 
BEING. HE DID NOT HAVE TO SUMMON HIS SPIRIT FROM HEAVEN.” 
 
This squarely contradicts the teaching of Elder Prescott. Truly as the 
scripture says, “We have been reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son.” The Son of God died for fallen man. We have a Divine atonement, 
all sufficient. That papal doctrine of the Trinity destroys the Gospel 
and leaves us without hope, for it compelled its defender, Elder 
Prescott, to deny that great scripture truth, that the Son of God 
died for the sins of the world. Any doctrine that leads a man to 
deny that the Son of God died must be an evil doctrine, an anti-
Christian doctrine, not from God but from Satan. 
 
The distinct separate personality of the Father and the Son are 
absolutely essential to the plan of salvation. It was essential, an 
absolute necessity that while Christ was dead, the Father should live 
upholding all things and bringing Jesus from the tomb. Christ is the 
one, only, mediator between God, the Father and man. If the Father 
and the Son are “one person,” then Christ is a mediator between Himself 
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and man. Christ was made in the express image of His Father's person. 
The Father has a person. The Son has another, a distinct, a separate 
person. 
 
I beheld till the thrones were cast down and the Ancient of Days did sit 
whose garment was white as snow and the hair of his head like the 
pure wool. His throne was like the fiery flame and his wheels as burning 
fire. Daniel7:9. 
 
I saw in the night visions, and beheld one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of Heaven and came to the Ancient of Days and they 
brought him near before him. Verse 13. 
 
Here are two persons, distinct and separate in their personality. The 
scriptures are as clear on this point as on any subject of Bible truth. 
 
Because the heathen believed in some gods who had one body with more 
than one head and because the Roman Church adopted that heathen 
idea, eternal torment, the worship of dead men, the sign of the cross, 
and also the Trinity, direct from heathenism, is the doctrine of the 
Trinity any more sacred than eternal torment, the Sunday Sabbath, 
purgatory, or any other Pagan papal doctrine? CERTAINLY NOT! 
And the fact that Christ is not the mediator in the Roman church 
demonstrates that the Trinity destroys the truth that Christ is the 
one, the only mediator. 
 
The so-called Christian church, the Papacy, that originated the doctrine 
of the Trinity, does not recognize him as the only mediator but 
substitutes a multitude of ghosts of dead men and women as 
mediators. If you hold the Trinity doctrine, in reality, Christ is no longer 
your mediator. 
 
The Trinity doctrine like its author, Satan, is a destroyer; a bungling 
absurd irreverent caricature, a blasphemous burlesque on the glorious 
free unity of heart and purpose and perfect almighty love and creative 
life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Many times in the New Testament we read of Christ praying to God. If 
the three persons of the so-called Trinity were always together, always 
inseparable, 3 persons in 1 person, a very personal part one of another 
and as Elder Prescott teaches that Christ was always Jehovah the 
father, WHY SHOULD CHRIST PRAY? AND WAS HE NOT REALLY 
PRAYING TO HIMSELF? 
 
When Jesus said, “I can of myself do nothing,” John 5:30, was he a 
personal part of the “one person” of the Trinity? He recognized a person 
above himself, a separate personality when he said, “MY FATHER IS 
GREATER THAN I,” John 14:28, he surely looked up to a person greater 
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than Himself. While he was NOT “one person” with the Father, as the 
scripture and Spirit of Prophecy have stated, yet he was in absolute 
harmony with His Father, and rendered to Him perfect obedience, an 
example to every angel and every creature in the universe. And when 
sin is over forever and “when all things shall be subdued unto Him, 
then shall the Son also be subject unto Him, that God may be all in all.” 
1 Corinthians 15:28. These and many other scriptures make the 
doctrine of the Trinity impossible. 
 
When Jesus came to this world as a human being, he took the same 
risk that every man faces, the “risk of failure and eternal loss.” It 
was possible for Jesus to fail, to fall into sin and to be lost. I quote 
one of the most beautiful, pathetic statements found in the Spirit 
of Prophecy. Desire of Ages, page 49: “Into the world where Satan 
claimed dominion God permitted His Son to come, a helpless babe 
subject to humanity. He permitted Him to meet life's peril in 
common with every human soul, to fight the battle as very child 
must fight it at the risk of failure and eternal loss.” 
 
“The heart of the human father yearns over his son. He looks into the 
face of his little child, and trembles at the thought of life's peril. He 
longs to shield his dear one from Satan's power, to hold him back from 
temptation and conflict. To meet a bitterer conflict and a more fearful 
risk, God gave His only begotten son that the path of life might be made 
sure for our little ones.” 
 
“Herein is love. Wonder O heavens! And be astonished O earth.” 
 
If Christ, as was possible, had suffered “failure and eternal loss,” 
if the Trinity doctrine that Christ was “one person” with the Father 
is true, then the Father would also have been lost, and the universe 
annihilated. This whole beautiful passage indicates as separate a 
personality for the Heavenly Father and His Son, as of any earthly 
father and son. 
 
The whole Trinity doctrine is utterly foreign to all the Bible and the 
teachings of the Spirit of Prophecy. Revelation gives not the 
slightest hint of it. This monstrous heathen conception finds no 
place in all the free universe of our Blessed Heavenly Father and 
His Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
The three distinct, separate persons of the Godhead were present at 
the baptism of Jesus, who, when coming out of the water, heard the 
Father's voice proclaiming, “This is my beloved son,” and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, in divine benediction. The 
Father, the first person of the three, spoke from Heaven of his son, the 
second person, and the Holy Spirit, the third person of the three, 
confirmed the word of the Father that Jesus was the beloved Son of 
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God. Here are the three distinct persons that the Spirit of Prophecy 
calls the “Heavenly trio.” Series B, No. 7, page 62. 
 
On page 8 of Professor Prescott's sermon, he says that the Spirit of 
God and the Spirit of Christ and Christ are “equivalent 
Expressions,” that is, that Christ is the Holy Spirit and the Holy 
Spirit is Christ. So the logic of Professor Prescott's teaching is that 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are “one person,” the Holy 
Spirit is Christ and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are “one 
person.” When therefore he emphasizes the expression, “the Person 
of Christ,” he must mean that the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit are one person, “the person of Christ.” 
 
The Catholic teaching of the Trinity (3 persons in 1 person) is a 
monumental falsehood, and a fountain of deadly evil. 
 
God has given a distinct, a separate personality to every being in the 
universe, angelic and human, an independent, a distinct individuality 
and personality and desires that we should preserve that individuality 
and personality distinct and separate from that of every other being. 
Thus there is given to everyone the right of choice, freedom, liberty; 
and how glorious are the privileges of liberty, to choose the will of God 
and thus be in perfect oneness, unity with all who love and obey God, 
the fountain of life and liberty. 
 
SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
CREATED HE THEM. Genesis 1:27. 
 
If God was a trinity, (3 in 1 person), man created in his image was a 
trinity. But he is not. God has given to every person in the universe a 
separate distinct person and a will, a personality of his own. Into that 
separate sacred personality even God does not intrude. He gives every 
person the liberty to make his own choice. 
 
In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed, saying, O my Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. Matthew 26:39. Here the will of Jesus was that the cup of 
agony and death should pass from him. But he surrendered freely his 
own will to His Father's will. 
 
THIS WAS THE UNITY OF FREEDOM, OF LIBERTY. 
 
The Father has one person with his own Divine will. The Son was a 
distinct separate person with an individual will of His own. The Son 
was free to make his personal choice and freely he chose the will 
of His Father rather than his own will. 
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HERE BETWEEN THE GLORIOUS FATHER AND HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON AND ALSO THE HOLY SPIRIT IS PERFECT DIVINE LIBERTY AN 
EXAMPLE TO ALL HIS CREATURES, TO HIS CHURCH. 
 
The liberty God desired His people to enjoy is enjoyed in glorious 
heavenly perfection by the “three living persons of the Heavenly trio, 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Series B, No. 7, page 62. 
 
WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS THERE IS LIBERTY. 2 Corinthians 
3:17. 
 
There is liberty in Heaven where the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are. 
God made us free and leaves us free to all eternity on earth and in 
Heaven, and the glory of righteousness is that without a shade of 
compulsion we freely choose to do the will of our glorious God. But in 
the Catholic Church, Roman or Greek, where the Trinity had been 
borrowed from Satan's pagan religion, there is no liberty, only 
bondage and tyranny, cruelty, darkness, death. 
 
Where the Trinity is the central doctrine, one man supreme, the 
Pope, tyrannizes over the bishops; the bishops over the priests; and 
the priests over the people. This is the natural, the logical fruit of 
their central, key doctrine, the Trinity. No one can deny this fact 
that where the Trinity is made the supreme test, there is tyranny, 
cruelty, torture, death. And when finally in desperation men rise 
up and destroy the Catholic Church, whether Roman or Greek, the 
pendulum swings and there is tyranny, destruction, infidelity, 
despotism, ruin. This was seen in the French revolution where the 
streets of Paris ran with blood, and in the terrible revolution in 
Spain and in the fearful upheaval in Russia where infidelity, force, 
murder, darkness, are reigning supreme worse than in the darkest 
heathen lands. Men trained under the Catholic trinity principle, 
when they revolt, set up another government on the same principle, 
despotism, tyranny. 
 
The heathen doctrines of the Trinity, supreme in the Catholic 
Church, Roman and Greek, blots out the light of God given liberty, 
fills the world with darkness and blood, either when it is logically 
enforced as the only religion, or, when men filled with the same 
spirit, revolt and take revenge in the same way that they have 
suffered, and set up another government on the same principle, 
despotism, dictatorship. 
 
No one living can deny that where the Trinity was the supreme 
doctrine there has come horrible bondage, destruction, ruin; 
liberty utterly lost. Look at Italy, Spain, Russia; Hitler an Austrian 
Catholic, Stalin studied for the priesthood, Franco in Spain, 
Mussolini in Italy. The world is in torment from action and reaction 
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of the blasphemous doctrine of the Trinity. The fruit of the Trinity 
is only evil, only cruel, despotic, the opposite of the glorious 
personal liberty in Heaven of the Father and the Holy Spirit, of the 
Son of God and of His children, on earth, the sons of God. 
 
The Catholic heathen doctrine of the Sunday Sabbath is just as 
sacred as the Catholic pagan doctrine of the Trinity and no more 
so. Elder Prescott has as much authority to advocate the Sunday as 
the Sabbath as to teach that the Father and Son are “one person,” 
“Jehovah-Jesus.” If he believes the words of Christ that the disciples 
are to be ONE as Christ and the Father are ONE, he can never again 
say they are “one person.” And if he will believe the following on 
page 422 of Ministry of Healing: “They are one in purpose, in mind, 
in character, but not in PERSON. IT IS THUS THAT GOD AND CHRIST 
ARE ONE,” he will never again borrow the central doctrine of 
Romanism to teach to Seventh-day Adventists. 
 
Seventh-day Adventists claim to take the word of God as supreme 
authority and to have “come out of Babylon,” to have renounced forever 
the vain traditions of Rome. If we should go back to the immortality of 
the soul, purgatory, eternal torment and the Sunday Sabbath, would 
that be anything less than apostasy? IF, HOWEVER, WE LEAP OVER 
ALL THESE MINOR, SECONDARY DOCTRINES AND ACCEPT AND 
TEACH THE VERY CENTRAL ROOT, DOCTRINE OF ROMANISM, THE 
TRINITY, AND TEACH THAT THE SON OF GOD DID NOT DIE, EVEN 
THOUGH OUR WORDS SEEM TO BE SPIRITUAL, IS THIS ANYTHING 
ELSE OR ANYTHING LESS THAN APOSTASY? AND THE VERY OMEGA 
OF APOSTASY? 
 
Thank God for the Spirit of Prophecy! In the printed copy of Elder 
Prescott's sermon, I note that he quotes profusely from the teachings 
of Sunday-keeping ministers of other churches; from the I ams of 
Christ, Samuel H. Giesy, from Peter Payne, Thomas Dehany 
Barnard, James M. Campbell and H. Grattan Guiness, in his sermon 
he quotes 1205 words, while he only quotes from the Spirit of 
Prophecy 75 words; 16 words from outside popular preachers to 1 
word from the blessed light God has given to this people by His Holy 
Spirit. If he would read the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy more and 
the teachings of popular Sunday-keeping ministers less, if he would in 
simple faith take the teachings of the Testimony of Jesus, he would not 
make the mistake of teaching the heathen doctrine of the Trinity or 
bringing in any other arguments to overthrow the established settled 
faith of the people who believe the great closing message. 
 
A little more than 40 years ago I was working with Elder Prescott in 
England. Beginning there and almost constantly since then he has been 
teaching “new light,”(?) constantly criticizing the original message of 
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which Sister White says in Early Writings, “Woe unto him that shall 
move a block or stir a pin of these messages.” page 258. 
 
Even before he came to England he made a great campaign for the so- 
called Testimonies of Anna Rice, who claimed the gift of Prophecy. In a 
tremendous testimony from Australia, Sister White unmasked the 
dangerous teaching of these false prophecies and reproved those who 
had pushed these teachings on our people. 
 
Elder Prescott has often told me how greatly he appreciated being 
associated with Dr. Waggoner and learning his wonderful “new 
light.” For some time they lived in the same house. When Dr. 
Waggoner began teaching Pantheism (God in everything), Elder 
Prescott followed as a pupil follows his teacher. Then at 
conferences, etc., they both visited Dr. Kellogg in Battle Creek and 
worked in harmony with him. After a few years, when Elder 
Prescott had become the editor of the Review, Elder W. C. White 
said to me, “Professor Prescott has as truly taught Pantheism as 
Dr. Kellogg has taught it, and yet made no acknowledgment of his 
wrong teaching.” With the hope that Elder Prescott would make this 
matter right, I requested that he make an acknowledgment in the 
Review of his mistake, as wide as his wrong teachings had been made. 
But my kindly suggestion was indignantly and emphatically refused. If 
he had been willing to acknowledge this wrong, he might have been 
kept from many strange teachings later on, contrary to our great 
message. 
 
When Elder Prescott and Dr. Waggoner were in England, Elder Conradi 
was at the head of all the work in Europe and they were often together 
and Elder Prescott learned some of the Conradi theology. In the summer 
of 1931 L. R. Conradi wrote a letter to the editor of the Review finding 
fault with The Great Controversy. He asserted that Sister White had 
made quotations from history that were false. He further says in the 
same letter, “I well remember when the LIGHT OF THE NEW DAILY came 
to my mind some forty years ago. I was again and again met with Sister 
White's statement to the contrary. But this settlement of the Daily was 
but the first step to the second one.” Thus L. R. Conradi with the Daily 
as his first step in the Light (?), he took the second, and third steps, 
etc., etc., into the “light”(?) of final and complete apostasy. HE, 
CONRADI, THE ORIGINATOR OF THE new view of the DAILY, IN OUR 
TIME, LEFT HIS EXAMPLE AS A WARNING. At the head of the way, THE 
DAILY (NEW VIEW), AND AT THE END OF THE WAY A COMPLETE AND 
UTTER DENIAL OF THE LAST MESSAGE. This is the logic of the NEW VIEW 
OF THE DAILY, because it denies the Spirit of Prophecy as Conradi 
himself states. 
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I have a letter in the handwriting of Dr. E. J. Waggoner, dated 
November 22, 1909, in which he discusses the DAILY at length. He says: 
“I knew the view that Prescott held in London, and which Conradi 
teaches in his German book on Daniel and do NOT see how anybody 
who has regard to the scriptures can hold any other view, I mean 
anyone who regards the scriptures as above all other books and 
sufficient in themselves. Early Writings most clearly and decidedly 
declares for the OLD VIEW.” Thus Dr. Waggoner sets the Bible squarely 
against the Spirit of Prophecy and with a covert sneer at the 
Testimonies declares for the NEW view of the Daily and identifies the 
teachings of Conradi and his own (Dr. Waggoner's view with Prescott's 
view). 
 
CONRADI ORIGINATED THIS MODERN IDEA AND LED PROFESSOR 
PRESCOTT INTO THE LIGHT(?). CONRADI AND WAGGONER BOTH 
APOSTASIZED AND DIED OUTSIDE THE MESSAGE. BUT PROFESSOR 
PRESCOTT STILL PERPETUATES THE CONRADI-WAGGONER APOSTATE 
DOCTRINE. 
 
When we were working together in England, I noticed that Professor 
Prescott used the American Revised translation of the Bible. I asked 
why he did not use the Authorized Version. He said, “I will show you 
why I use the A. R. V.” Then he turned to Daniel 8th chapter and showed 
me that the Revised Version was much more favorable to his new view 
of the 'Daily,' than the Authorized Version, and he has used the Revised 
ever since; and that is WHY he uses it. It suits the Conradi-Waggoner 
view of the Daily. In England, Professor Prescott said to me, “If I can 
only get these new views taught in America, I will change the whole 
face of our work.” And this he has evidently been trying to do for the 
last 40 years. 
 
Shortly before the close of the last century he returned to the U. S. and 
a few years later he became editor of the Review and Herald. After a 
time he started a series of articles on Daniel to bring out this NEW VIEW 
OF THE DAILY. Sister White told him he was making a mountain out of 
a molehill. And she requested him NOT TO PUSH THIS VIEW in the 
Review. So he was cut down there and soon after started the Protestant 
Magazine, a regular anti-Catholic paper, in which he taught the NEW 
VIEW and moved nearly all the prophetic dates of the prophecies. 
 
An edition of the book, Bible Readings for the Home Circle, REVISED BY 
W. A. COLCORD, WHO HAD ACCEPTED THE CONRADI-WAGGONER-
PRESCOTT IDEA, and, (as he told me proudly that he was ASSISTED IN 
THIS REVISION BY D. M. CANRIGHT, who as nearly all our people know 
APOSTASIZED years before helping Colcord revise Bible Readings for 
the Home Circle) had in it several pages of the NEW VIEW OF THE DAILY 
with a 5-year sliding scale, moving nearly all the dates of our prophetic 
frame work. We thank God that the Review and Herald cut out this 
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absurd sliding scale a few years ago and that Bible Readings now 
teaches the original message. 
 
The Protestant Magazine was published a few years and as Professor 
Prescott even held meetings with the Orangemen, who are politically 
anti-Catholic, and there was danger that this anti-Catholic organ might 
bring premature persecution (see Testimonies, volume 9, page 243) the 
Protestant was brought to a sudden inglorious end. 
 
At the General Conference in 1909, I had my last talk with Sister White, 
in the house for years owned by Dr. Kress. Just before the conversation 
closed, Sister White shook her head very sadly and said, “They are all 
tied up here in Washington and there MUST BE A GREAT CHANGE.” One 
of the first changes Sister White requested was that Professor Prescott 
should no longer be editor of the Review and Herald and President of 
its association, but should do work in the cities. Her son, J. E. White, 
told me it was NOT that Professor Prescott was such a good city worker 
but that it was necessary to get him where his influence would not 
destroy the faith and confidence of the readers of the Review and 
Herald. 
 
In a letter written to Elder Daniels by Elder George B. Starr, June 21, 
1930, he states that Sister White said to him, “I have my commission 
from the Lord to see that he (Professor W. W. Prescott) DISCONNECTS 
from the Review and Herald.” “Why,” she said, “Brother Starr, if that 
man remains on the Review he will LEAD THIS WHOLE DENOMINATION 
ASTRAY.” 
 
In a personal talk with Professor Prescott at Knoxville, Tennessee; he 
said to me, “I have had to revise my belief of the Spirit of Prophecy. 
I have found that The Great Controversy is full of mistakes.” In a 
personal letter to me, he said that The Great Controversy “had to be 
revised to be in harmony with the FACTS.” His profound researches 
among the writings of UNINSPIRED MEN gave him the AUTHORITY and 
ABILITY to prove that the INSPIRED PROPHET OF GOD was mistaken. 
Evidently he does not belong to those who believe the Testimony of 
Jesus, the Spirit of Prophecy. See Revelation 12:17. No wonder that 
Sister White said if he remained as editor of the Review he would lead 
the whole denomination ASTRAY. The years that have gone by have 
confirmed that statement. 
 
Professor Prescott in his sermons and articles uses the American 
Revised Version without any indication, as other writers use the 
Authorized Version. Is this fair or honorable? All English-speaking 
writers use the Authorized without any marks of identification, a 
universal understanding, and if the Revised or any other version is used 
they indicate what version by initial letters, R. V. for Revised Version, 
A. R. V. for American Revised Version, etc. One who was not acquainted 
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with the versions, in reading the articles of Professor Prescott, might 
think Adventists had a different Bible of their own. I protest that this 
is not fair or honorable. If a writer uses the A. R. V. or any other version 
he must indicate the version. We have seen that the reason why 
Professor Prescott uses the A. R. V. IS BECAUSE IT TEACHES THE 
APOSTATE CONRADI'S DOCTRINE OF THE DAILY. 
 
This message was settled, sealed by the Spirit of Prophecy before the 
Revised Version was translated from two Catholic Manuscripts, the 
Vaticanus and the Sinaitacus. The Revised has many Catholic errors in 
it. 
 
The Authorized version is translated from manuscripts kept by the 
Waldenses. “In a most wonderful manner it was preserved 
UNCORRUPTED through all the ages of darkness,” The Great 
Controversy, page 69. “The Church in the wilderness and not the proud 
hierarchy enthroned in the world's great capital, was the true church 
of Christ, the guardian of the treasury of truth, which God has 
committed to the people to be given to the world.” The Great 
Controversy, page 64. 
 
So the manuscripts kept by the Waldenses and translated into the Bible 
of Luther, in German, and into the Authorized Version in 1611, in 
English, is the “truth, uncorrupted, unadulterated.” 
 
Sister White quotes, as anyone is at liberty to quote, the Revised and 
other versions where it is clearer and more modern English. However, 
she uses almost entirely the Authorized edition, but always indicates 
when the Revised or any other version is quoted. 
 
But there are many falsehoods and blunders in the Revised Version, 
translated from Catholic Manuscripts: “without my flesh shall I see 
God.” Job 19:26 teaches the Catholic Immortality of the soul. The 
Catholic Purgatory is directly taught in the Revised Version, of 2 Peter 
2:9. The Revised Version translates Revelation 22:14, “Blessed are they 
that wash their robes,” instead of “do His commandments,” which must 
please those who oppose the Sabbath truth. The R. V. in Matthew 14:30 
omits the word “boisterous” and gives us this crude absurdity, “When 
Peter saw the wind, he was afraid.” No wonder! In the margin of the R. 
V., Revelation 13:18, instead of the number of the beast being 666, the 
margin of the R. V. gives 616. Does Elder Prescott believe the number 
of the beast is 666 or 616? The glorious close of the Lord's prayer in 
the R. V., Matt. 6:13, is omitted. “For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.” Yet those words are quoted by 
Sister White in the Mount of Blessing. She thus seals the Authorized 
Version as the true word of God. In Revelation 8:7, the R. V. says “a 
third part of the earth (instead of “trees” in Authorized) was burned 
up.” Who believes this Revised Version, impossible untruth! The whole 
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text Acts 8:37 is omitted in the R. V., yet that text is quoted in full in 
Volume 8 of the Testimonies and thus sealed as the word of God by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
THE REVISED VERSION IS NOT THE TRUE COMPLETE WORD OF GOD, 
FIRST, BECAUSE IT IS NOT ALL THERE AND SECOND, BECAUSE IT IS NOT 
ALL THERE STRAIGHT. 
 
Does Professor Prescott, who uses the A. R. V. as the only authoritative 
word of God, believe in the immortal soul? Job 19:26 R. V., in 
purgatory, 2 Peter 2:9 R. V.? Does he believe that “do his 
commandments” in the Authorized Version is a wrong translation? Does 
he believe that Peter “saw the wind” Matthew 14:30 A. R. V.? Does he 
believe that 616 is the number of the beast? Margin, A. R. V., Revelation 
13:18. Does he believe that “For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever, Amen,” should be cut out of the Lord's prayer? 
A. R. V. Matthew 6:13. Does he believe that a third part of the earth 
was burned up? , (a physical and historical falsehood)! Revelation 8:7, 
A. R. V. Does he believe that Acts 8:37 should be cut out of the Bible 
and that Sister White was wrong in quoting it? If he believes ALL THESE 
THINGS, he should continue using the A. R. V. as the complete 
authoritative Word of God. If not, he should use the grand old 
Protestant Authorized Version, that was accepted as the supreme 
foundation of this message long before the Revised Version was 
translated. 
 
Professor Prescott believes that the R. V. teaches his NEW VIEW OF THE 
DAILY. It also teaches that Peter saw the wind. One is as true as the 
other. 
 
The Spirit of Prophecy tells us that the word of God was preserved 
“uncorrupted” by the Waldenses. The Great Controversy, 69. “The 
church in the wilderness and not the proud hierarchy enthroned in the 
world's capital, (Rome) was the true church of Christ, the guardian of 
the treasures of truth which God had committed to his people to be 
given to the world.” The Great Controversy, 64. These were the 
manuscripts of the Received text translated into the Bible of Luther in 
German and translated into English in 1611 as the Authorized Version, 
while the Revised Version was translated mainly from the “Vaticanus” 
manuscript preserved in the Vatican in Rome, and the “Sinaitacus” kept 
in a Catholic convent, Which is the true Word of God??? 
 
When the Holy Spirit through God's appointed prophet endorses the 
Manuscripts of the Waldenses as “uncorrupted and unadulterated” then 
they ARE THE “BEST ATTESTED MANUSCRIPTS” and NOT the “Sinaitacus” 
and the “Vaticanus” kept by the Roman Church, from which the R. V. 
was translated. On this authority, the Testimony of the Holy Spirit, we 
may rest as final and decisive. To a Seventh-day Adventist, there is no 
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appeal from this authority. On this rock, brethren, we may all build for 
eternity, and the “gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
In the Ministry of March 1939, appeared an article by Professor 
Prescott, based on quotations from Catholic writers which states that 
the position of Adventist on the number of the beast is not correct, that 
is, that the Latin words “Vicarius Filii Dei” in which the number 666 is 
found is not the true title of the Pope. There is abundance of evidence 
on this point which Professor Prescott had not seen, and yet he takes 
the position that his own researches are final, that he had seen all that 
was to be seen, and that the pioneers of this movement were all wrong 
and his judgment against them was correct and final. There is a logical 
result of his setting up his authority for many years to overthrow the 
established faith of the body on one point after another, or as, Sister 
White said, to “lead this whole denomination astray.” 
 
In the Revised Version of Revelation 13:18, the margin gives 616 as the 
number of the beast instead of 666. Does Professor Prescott believe 
that 616 is the number of the beast? He takes away the established 
faith of the Body and gives us nothing solid or certain in its place. Is 
Professor Prescott a builder or a destroyer? Does he confirm the faith 
of the people of God? or has he been for more than 40 years a bank of 
clouds and darkness? He followed the false prophecies of Anna Rice. He 
accepted the Pantheistic doctrine of Dr. Waggoner and Dr. Kellogg and 
held them for years. He accepted the Conradi-Waggoner doctrine of the 
NEW VIEW OF THE DAILY and both the founder and teacher of that 
doctrine apostatized completely and died outside the fold. He 
perpetuated their theology that moved nearly all the dates of our 
prophetic framework. 
 
Following the Conradi theology, he discarded the Authorized Version 
and took the American Revised Version as authority, based on Catholic 
Manuscripts because it was more nearly in harmony with the Conradi 
version of the Daily. When the Lord Himself through His prophet, 
removed Professor Prescott from the editorship of the Review and 
Herald, because he was “leading the whole denomination astray” and 
his anti-Catholic magazine came to a sudden inglorious end, he did not 
obey the request of the prophet that he work in the cities but remained 
in Washington to do “literary work.” Then, with Conradi, he taught that 
the principal book given us by the Lord, The Great Controversy was full 
of mistakes (that the prophet of God was mistaken) and that his wisdom 
is superior to that of the prophet. 
 
He teaches that we are wrong on the number of the beast and now 
embraces the pagan papal doctrine of the Trinity that the Father and 
the Son are “one person,” “Jehovah-Jesus,” when Jesus in John 17:21, 
22 and the Spirit of Prophecy directly state that they are “NOT one 
person,” and then he follows this Catholic doctrine of the Trinity to its 
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logical end, affirming that the Son of God did not die, thus absolutely 
contradicting the Word of God and forever destroying our hope, a 
fitting climax to his developing program of “changing the whole face of 
our work” and the faith of this people, a program followed by him as 
many years as Israel wandered in the wilderness. 
 
Professor Prescott is a courteous, cultured, educated gentleman. 
Personally I regard him very highly. But his teachings are thus the 
more dangerous and destructive. He has not strengthened the 
confidence of our people but has paralyzed the faith of many. I do 
not say that he has followed ALL the teachings of Conradi and 
Waggoner, but a number of them he has perpetuated, and when 
they with A. T. Jones, Fletcher and many others have given up the 
faith, he has continued to teach their destructive theories. We 
thank God that a number of our leading brethren have seen the 
terrible danger of his ruinous teaching. However kindly or beautiful 
or apparently profound his sermons or articles may be, when a man 
has arrived at the place where he teaches the heathen Catholic 
doctrine of the Trinity, and denies that the Son of God died for us, 
is he a true Seventh-day Adventist? Is he even a true preacher of 
the Gospel? And when many regard him as a great teacher and 
accept his unscriptural theories, absolutely contrary to the Spirit 
of Prophecy, it is time that the watchmen should sound a note of 
warning. 
 
The Lord is calling on all his army of faithful workers to stand firm, 
unshaken, as the great enemy of God has marshaled the myriads of 
fallen angels and wicked men for the last terrific battle of the great 
controversy. He has told us to encourage one another, to strengthen 
the weak hands and confirm the feeble knees. And here is as educated, 
cultured man, with great ability, who might have been a safe wise 
leader, a rock of strength to God's people, and yet for 40 years he has 
taught one new discovery (?) after another of the mistakes and false (?) 
teachings of our pioneers and even dared to criticize the Messenger 
of God. Has God called him or any other man in such a time as this to 
weaken the hands of our valiant army of workers and to publish our 
“false (?)” teaching before our enemies? Is this the work of God or is it 
the work of the destroyer? 
 
The Spirit of Prophecy in Series B, No. 7, p. 57, says: “One thing is soon 
to be realized, the great apostasy, which is developing and increasing 
and waxing stronger and will continue to do so until the Lord will 
descend from Heaven with a shout. We are to hold fast the first 
principles of our denominated faith, and go forward from strength to 
increased faith. Ever we are to keep the faith that has been 
substantiated by the Holy Spirit of God from the earlier events of our 
experience until the present time. If we needed the manifest proof of 
the Holy Spirit's power to confirm truth in the beginning; after the 
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passing of the time, we need today all the evidence in the confirmation 
of the truth when souls are departing from the faith and giving heed 
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils?” 
 
The false teaching of the personality of God making him simply an 
essence and not a personality was the “Alpha of Apostasy.” Another 
phase of false doctrine on the personality of God, might become the 
“Omega of deadly apostasy,” Series B., No. 2, page 16. “Few see the 
meaning of the present apostasy, but the Lord has lifted the curtain 
and has shown me its meaning and the result that it will have if allowed 
to continue. We must now lift our voices in warning .” Series B, number 
7, page 37. 
 
The apostasy in the days of Dr. Kellogg was in regard to the 
personality of God. Then He was regarded as an ESSENCE pervading 
all nature. Being checked by the powerful Testimony of the Prophet 
of God, it is bound to come back later in a modified form. The Spirit 
of Prophecy has plainly indicated this. “THE RESULTS OF THIS 
INSIDIOUS DEVISING WILL BREAK OUT AGAIN AND AGAIN,” and it 
HAS BROKEN OUT AGAIN, and is still on the personality of God. Now 
Professor Prescott, once associated with Dr. Kellogg, takes up the 
subject of the personality of God again, but this time, asserts the 
Father and the Son are “one person,” and that the Son of God could 
not die, Satan's teaching through heathenism and the Papacy, of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, leading us back to Papal theology and 
darkness, and absolute destruction of all our hope that springs 
from the death of the Son of God. TO KNOW GOD ARIGHT IS LIFE 
EVERLASTING. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17:3. 
A false conception or false knowledge of God is eternal death. 
 
Books that contain God's special message are counted full of 
mistakes, or thrown entirely out of publication. The Lord, through 
His prophet, has named the three books most needed today. Largely 
through the teachings of Professor Prescott, one of these is criticized 
as being full of mistakes, and one has been thrown out of publication. 
If God has ever spoken to this people the following words are the 
eternal truth of God. 
 
“Patriarchs and Prophets, Daniel and the Revelation and The Great 
Controversy are needed now as never before; the very books most 
needed.” Mrs. E. G. White in Review and Herald, February 16, 1905. 
“Daniel and the Revelation, The Great Controversy and Patriarchs and 
Prophets would make their way. They contain the very message the 
people must have, the special light God has given his people. The angels 
of God prepare the way for these books in the hearts of the people. Of 
all the books that have come [forth] from the press those mentioned 
have been of the greatest consequence in the past and are at the 
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present time.” Special Testimonies in regard to Royalties. [Now known 
as Special Instruction Regarding Royalties.] 
 
One word of God is worth infinitely more than ten thousand words of 
men. “Heaven and earth shall pass away but my word shall not pass 
away.” 
 
“The past fifty years have not dimmed one jot or principle of our faith 
as we received the great and wonderful evidences that were made 
certain to us, in 1844 after the passing of the time ... NOT A WORD IS 
CHANGED OR DENIED. That which the Holy Spirit testified to as 
Truth after the passing of the time in our great disappointment is 
the SOLID FOUNDATION OF TRUTH.” Series B, number 7, pages 57 
and 58. 
 
Teachers of the doctrine of the Trinity often use figures of speech 
to explain its mysteries that cannot be understood. The Spirit of 
Prophecy has clearly stated the falsehood and danger of some of these 
illustrations. We quote from Series B, No. 7, P. 62: “Such 
representations as the following are made, 'the Father is the light 
invisible; the son is the light embodied. The spirit is the light shed 
abroad: . . . another representation: The Father is like the invisible 
vapor, the son is like the leaden cloud; the spirit is rain fallen and 
working in refreshing power.' 
 
“All these spiritualistic representations are simply nothingness. They 
are imperfect, untrue. The Father cannot be described by the things of 
earth. The Father is all the fullness of the Godhead bodily and is 
invisible to mortal sight. The Son is all the fullness of the Godhead 
manifested . . . The Comforter that Christ promised to send after he 
ascended to Heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead 
making manifest the power of Divine grace to all who receive and 
believe in Christ as a personal Saviour. There are 3 living persons of 
the Heavenly Trio, in the name of these three great powers—the Father, 
the Son and the Holy spirit—those who receive Christ by living faith are 
baptized.” 
 
One of the mightiest proofs of the Divine inspiration of Sister White is 
that she saw clearly through the dangerous false teachings on the 
personality of God and warned the people of God in this power 
statement. “THERE ARE THREE LIVING PERSONS” NOT “ONE PERSON.” 
“The more simple the education of our workers, the less connection they 
have with the men whom God is NOT leading, the more will be 
accomplished. Work will be done in the simplicity of true Godliness, and 
the old, old times will be back when under the Holy Spirit's guidance, 
thousands were converted in a day.” Series B, number 7, page 63. 
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“For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the DEATH 
OF HIS SON, much more being reconciled we shall be saved by His life.” 
See Ministry of Healing, page 422. 
 
“The Unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy 
the personality of either. They are one in purpose, in mind, in 
character, BUT NOT IN PERSON. IT IS THUS THAT GOD AND CHRIST ARE 
ONE.” 
 
APPENDIX 
In 1933 there was published by Fleming H. Revell Co. a volume by W. 
W. Prescott, entitled The Spade and the Bible. In the chapter, “Light on 
New Testament Words,” an effort was made to prove that “Vicarius Filii 
Dei” was not the title of the Pope and that the Mark of the Beast 
contains “his name or the number of his name,” in other words that 
“the mark” is the name of the beast. That is to say that the number 666 
is the Mark of the Beast. On page 448 of The Great Controversy are 
found the words, “What then is the change of the Sabbath but the sign 
or mark of the authority of the church . . . the mark of the beast.” 
 
At least three times the Spirit of the Lord has spoken emphasizing the 
fact that the mark of the beast is Sunday. Why then this confusing 
statement by Professor Prescott that the mark of the beast is the name, 
the number of the beast? “To the law and the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this word it is because there is no light in them.” 
 
In the same chapter, Professor Prescott throws doubt on “Vicarius Filii 
Dei.” It is argued in the Ministry [Magazine of the SDA Church] that the 
title of the pope is “Vicar of Christ” not Vicar of the Son of God. But is 
not this simply a play upon words? For is not Christ the Son of God? 
Matthew 16:16. But the very words, “Vicarius Filii Dei” are given as the 
title of the pope in the Donation of Constantine, a document reputedly 
found on the tomb of St. Peter in the 8th century, now admitted by 
Roman Catholics to be spurious but nevertheless made use of by the 
popes when they were climbing into power. But while they repudiate 
the document they still cling tenaciously to the title, “Vicar of the Son 
of God,” or “Vicar of Christ.” 
 
We quote from the Donation of Constantine by Coleman as given in 
Gratian's Decretum, “Blessed Petrus in Terris, Vicarius Filii Dei.” From 
the Treatise of Lorenzo Valla on the Donation of Constantine P. 12. See 
also Ferraris Ecclesiastical Dictionary issued by Extypographia 
Polyglotta, S. C. de Propaganda Fide, Rome, in 1890, under the Title 
Papa on page 43. 
 
The Donation of Constantine using the Exact title “Vicarius Filii Dei” 
was referred to by many popes as authority for the assumption that, 
as a Roman Catholic priest in conversation with me asserted, the Pope 
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is Christ on earth; “Vicarius Filii Dei.” These popes used this forged 
edict of Constantine to prove their divine authority; Leo IX, Urban II, 
Euginius III, Innocent III, Gregory IX, Innocent IV, Nicolas III, Boniface 
VIII and John XXII. There is much more, yea an overflowing abundance 
of authority to prove that Uriah Smith was right when he taught that 
“Vicarius Filii Dei,” the real and comprehensive title of the Pope 
contained the number of the beast 666, and when the Holy Spirit 
through His prophet endorsed the book, Daniel and the Revelation and 
classes it with The Great Controversy, how can Professor Prescott or 
any Adventist minister or any real student of history presume to throw 
doubt and confusion and darkness on the Mark of the beast or the 
number of his name? When God speaks, true history must, and always 
does, respond with a unanimous “Amen”. 
 

(This letter was liked by a conference president so much that he distributed it to 
32 of his ministers. You can see a photocopy of the original J.S. Washburn letter 
in PDF format HERE) 
 
I didn’t highlight the places where JS Washburn talks about “The Daily” 
because this is not the subject of our consideration. You can request me the 
document or check a two part series from these links for the detailed 
discussion on the subject: 
 

1. https://web.facebook.com/notes/sami-lm-wilberforce/daniel-8-part-a-the-
daily-an-endorsement-by-egw/10162113172685160/ 

 
2. https://web.facebook.com/notes/sami-lm-wilberforce/daniel-8-part-b-the-

daily-counsel-against-agitating-the-subject/10162113307145160/ 
 
The Longacre Paper: “The Deity of Christ” 
 
Another paper that received a widespread circulation was what is called “The 
Longacre Paper”. Charles Longacre was born in 1871. He was intimately 
acquainted with Ellen White, Uriah Smith and other Adventist pioneers. He was 
one of six pall bearers selected at Ellen White's funeral. He also attended the 1919 
Bible Conference and was a member of the Bible Research Fellowship which was 
organized in 1940 by the North American Bible Teachers. Under the chairmanship 
of L.L. Caviness in 1944. He was offered the opportunity of presenting a paper at 
Pacific Union College on "The Deity of Christ." in January 1947. A sermon on the 
same subject was presented shortly thereafter at the Takoma Park Church in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Longacre began his discourse by presenting the various views of Christ's 
Godhood. After discussing the two extremes of both an only human Christ and a 
God the Father Christ, he continued: 

 
"We now come to the third group which hold that Christ was the 
only begotten Son of God, the Father, and that He was such from 
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the days of eternity and was the only one who proceeded directly 
from God, being begotten by the Father before all creation, before 
anything was created in an empty universe. This group hold that 
the Son of God is equal to the Father, is the express image of the 
Father, possesses the same substance as the Father, the same life 
as the Father, the same power and authority as the Father, but that 
all these attributes were given to the Son of God by the Father, 
when He was begotten by the Father." 
 
"This group believe that the Son of God existed "in the bosom of the 
Father" from all eternity, just as Levi existed in the "loins of Abraham," 
as the apostle Paul said; "And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth 
tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his 
father, when Melchesedec met him." Heb. 7:9, 10." (Charles S. 
Longacre, The Deity of Christ, paper for the Bible Research Fellowship 
Angwin, California January 1947, page 3) 
 
[Disclaimer: We don't know of any further evidence as Longacre 
suggests here that the Son of God existed "in the bosom of the Father" 
from all eternity, just as Levi existed in the "loins of Abraham,"] 
 
He read, "I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last" Rev 1:11, then 
commented. 
"Not everything has a beginning nor does everything have an ending. 
God Himself never had a beginning and He will not have an ending. He 
is the self-existent One, who never had a beginning. Eternity itself never 
had a beginning and never will have an ending. Space has no beginning 
and no ending. Everything else had a beginning, but not all things that 
have a beginning are going to have an end." Ibid, page 4. 
 
"Christ always existed in the bosom of the Father, even before He was 
Begotten as the Son of God, and God and His prophets counted 'things 
which are not,' as though they were even before they were manifested. 
Thus we read that Christ was 'the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world,' and that 'Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without 
spot... was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested in these last times.' So Christ existed in the bosom of the 
Father from all eternity but was manifested when He was begotten by 
the Father as His Son, as the apostle Paul says, 'before all creation.' 
“Ibid, page 19. 
 
"But Christ, the only Begotten of the Father, made in the "express 
image" of the Father in person. God not only appointed [Him] to be the 
Saviour of men, but He appointed Him "heir of all things," "being made 
so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels said He 
(God) at any time, Thou art My son, This day have I begotten thee?" 
Heb. 1:2-5." 
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"Here we are told that the expression "Thou art My Son, this day have 
I begotten thee," refers only to Christ and not to any of the angels. 
Then there must have been a time, a day, when the Son of God was 
begotten by the Father. On that day, the Father saith unto His only 
Begotten Son: "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ... therefore 
God, even thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows. And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation 
of the earth, and the heavens are the works of thine hands." Heb. 1:8-
10." Ibid, page 8. 
 
"The Spirit of Prophecy says that there was and still is a difference in 
rank between God - the Father, and God's Son." We read in Vol. 1 of the 
old Spirit of Prophecy [p.17] thus: "Satan in Heaven, before his 
rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor to God's dear 
Son." The implication is that God stands first in honor, His only 
begotten Son comes next, and Lucifer was next to the Son of God. If 
God and His Son were co-eternal, co-equal, and co-existent so that 
there was no difference between them then we should not say 
Lucifer was next to the Son of God but next to God as well." Ibid, 
page 9 
 
"Of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, it is said in the Scriptures, "He is 
the only Begotten of the Father." The Son of God was not created 
like other creatures are brought into existence. He is not a created 
but a Begotten Being, enjoying all the attributes of His Father. 
Christ Himself explains His own relationship to the Father as 
follows: "As the Father had life in Himself," unborrowed, underived, 
original, independent, and immortal, "so hath He given to the Son 
to have life in Himself. John 5:26" Ibid page 4. 
 
"God "only hath immortality." He alone is the only self-existent God. But 
He gave His Son when He was Begotten the same life he had in Himself, 
therefore when Christ offered His life as a ransom for the sins of the 
world, He and He only could make an atonement for all the sins of all 
the world, because he made an "infinite sacrifice," and it required an 
Infinite sacrifice" to atone for all the sins of mankind and angels who 
had sinned, in order to satisfy the demands of the law of God and 
infinite justice." 
 
[Disclaimer: Longacre suggests here that Christ's sacrifice atoned for 
"angels who had sinned." We don't know of any evidence both from 
Scripture and Spirit of Prophecy that shows this to be true.] 
 
"Christ had unconditional immortality bestowed upon Him when He 
was Begotten of the Father. Angels had conditional immortality 
bestowed upon them when they were created by Christ in the 
beginning. Angels are immortal but their immortality is 
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conditional. Therefore angels do not die but live on after they sin 
just as Satan or Lucifer lives on in sin. But since Lucifer and the 
fallen angels only enjoy conditional immortality, God ultimately 
will destroy them and take from them the gift of immortality which 
Christ bestowed on them when He created them. Whatever God 
bestows he can take away whenever He sees fit." Ibid, page 7. 
 
"What kind of life did the Father have in Himself? In God "is life 
original, unborrowed, underived," "immortal," "independent." "He 
is the source of life." Christ says, "As the Father hath life in Himself, 
so hath He given" - the same life, original, unborrowed, underived 
life to the Son. It was "given" to Him by His Father. Christ was made 
the source of life just as the Father was the source of life. Christ 
had the same life the Father had in Himself in His own right. He did 
not have to derive or borrow it, it was now original with Christ just 
as it was with the Father. Christ's life was independent of the 
Father, hence not dependent, derived, or borrowed. He could 
bestow and give life and create just as the Father could, but the 
Father gave this life to His Son." Ibid, page 10. 
 
"When this same life the Father had in Himself was given by the 
Father to His Son so He too had it "in Himself," we are not told. Nor 
does it make any difference how long it was before anything was 
created, the fact remains that the Son of God proceeded from the 
Father, that He was in the bosom of the Father, that His life, 
"underived, unborrowed" was "given" to Him by the Father, that the 
Father "ordained" His Son "should be equal with Himself;" that the 
Father "invested" His Son "with authority," and that the Son does 
"nothing of Himself alone." Ibid pages 10-11 
 
"If it were impossible for the Son of God to make a mistake or 
commit a sin, then His coming into this world and subjecting 
Himself to temptations were all a farce and mere mockery. If it 
were possible for Him to yield to temptation and fall into sin, then 
He must have risked heaven and His very existence, and even all 
eternity. That is exactly what the Scriptures and the Spirit of 
Prophecy say Christ, the Son of God did do when He came to work 
out for us a plan of salvation from the curse of sin." Ibid page 13. 
 
[It was this last point that Longacre, like Washburn, saw as the critical 
factor under attack by the Trinity.] 
 
"Our life is finite - His is infinite. Ours is mortal - His is immortal. 
Our spirit is finite, His is infinite. We cannot take up our life after 
we lay it down. He could, so long as He did not commit sin. But if 
he had yielded to temptation and become guilty of sin, - and this 
was possible - His very existence, his eternal existence and heaven 
itself was possible of being forfeited. If it was not, then He never 
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took a risk; and we are told He "risked all," even heaven itself, as 
"an eternal loss." This being so, then His corporeal body was not 
only put in jeopardy but His Deity. Because, if He could exist as a 
separate Deity, independent of His corporeal body, after He yielded 
up His life on Calvary, then He did not risk heaven nor would He 
have suffered "all" as "an eternal loss." 
 
"Since His spirit did not go to heaven, but the Father committed 
Christ's spirit to the tomb and it slept with His body in the tomb, 
and "all that comprised the life and the intelligence of Jesus 
remained with His body in the sepulchre," we must conclude that if 
Christ had sinned all that ever belonged to Christ would have 
forever remained in the tomb and Christ would have suffered the 
"loss" of His eternal existence. Then God would have taken back to 
Himself what He gave to His son, namely, the same life He gave His 
only Begotten Son when He proceeded from the bosom of the Father 
in the beginning when He became "the First-born before all 
creation," as Paul puts it." Ibid, page 15. 
 

Charles Longacre (1871-1958); minister, evangelist, school administrator, editor, 
author was the last proponent of the original Adventist understanding and belief 
in the begotten Son of God. With his death, the way was made clear to 
proceed with advancing the orthodox Trinitarian doctrine of one God 
composed of three separate but equal, co-eternal persons, unbegotten, 
unproceeding, and unbiblical. 
 
H. W. Carr Correspondence with Elder W. C. White 
 
H. W. CARR Jan. 24 1935 
Eld. W. C. White St. Helena, Calif. 
Dear Elder White 
 

In the first pages of Great Controversy it is stated that the “Father had an 
associate – a co worker… The only being that could enter into all the 
councils and purposes of God. “The Father wrought by His son in the 
creation of all heavenly beings… “He holds supremacy over them all. 
“Sin originated with Satan, who next to Christ had been most honoured 
of God, and was highest in power and Glory among the inhabitants of 
heaven. “Next to Christ he was first among the hosts of God. The Son of 
God had wrought the Father’s will in the creation of all the hosts of 
heaven. “The Son of God was exalted above Satan as one in power and 
authority with the Father. Christ created Satan. Ezekiel 28:15. 
 
IT IS URGED BY SOME OF OUR LEADERS NOW THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS 
A THIRD PERSON **OF THE SAME NATURE** OF THE FATHER AND SON, 
a member of the heavenly trio, cooperative in creation and personally active 
with the Father and son. **FOR MANY YEARS I HAVE USED THESE 
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STATEMENTS OF (sic) SR. WHITE in COMBATING FALSE TEACHINGS 
RELATIVE TO DEFINING THE HOLY SPIRIT.** 
 
Will you kindly tell me what you understand was your mother’s position in 
refference (sic) to the personality of the Holy Spirit... 
 
I know Brother White you would not depart from your mother’s teachings, 
and that you have as perfect an understanding of them as any one. I shall 
appreciate your opinion very much... 
 
I am very truly yours in the blessed faith, 
H. W. Carr 
 
Next W. C. White responds: 
 
April 30th 1935 Elder H. W. Carr 
Dear Brother Carr, 
 
In your letter you request me to tell you what I understand to be my mother’s 
position in reference to the personality of the Holy Spirit. This I cannot do 
because I never clearly understood her teachings on the matter. There 
always was in my mind some perplexity regarding the meaning of her 
utterances which to my superficial manner of thinking seemed to be 
somewhat confused. I have often regretted that I did not possess that 
keenness of mind that could solve this and similar perplexities, and then 
remembering what Sister White wrote in “Acts of the Apostles,” pages 
51 and 52, “regarding such mysteries which are too deep for human 
understanding, silence is golden,” I have thought best to refrain from 
discussion and have endeavoured to direct my mind to matters easy to be 
understood. 
 
**As I read the Bible, I find that the risen Saviour breathed on the 
disciples (John 20:22) “and saith unto them, ‘receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
The conception received from this Scripture, seems to be in harmony with 
the statement in “Desire of Ages”, page 669, also Genesis 1:2; with Luke 
1:4; with Acts 2:4 and also 8:15 and 10:44. Many other texts might be 
referred to which seem to be in harmony with this statement in the “Desire 
of Ages.”** 
 
**The statements and the arguments of some of our ministers in their effort 
to prove that the HOLY SPIRIT WAS AN INDIVIDUAL AS ARE GOD, THE 
FATHER AND CHRIST , THE ETERNAL SON, have perplexed me and 
sometimes they have made me sad. One popular teacher said “we may 
regard Him, (the Holy Spirit) as the fellow who is down here running 
things.”** 
 
**My perplexities were lessened a little when I learned from the 
dictionary that ONE OF THE MEANINGS OF PERSONALITY, WAS 
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CHARACTERISTICS. It is stated in such a way that I concluded that there 
might be PERSONALITY WITHOUT BODILY FORM WHICH IS POSSESSED 
BY THE FATHER AND THE SON.** 
 
**There are many Scriptures which speak of the Father and the Son and the 
absence of Scripture making similar reference to the united work of the 
Father and the Holy Spirit or of Christ and the Holy Spirit, has led me to 
believe that THE SPIRIT WITHOUT INDIVIDUALITY WAS THE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FATHER AND THE SON throughout the 
universe, and it was THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT that they dwell in our 
hearts and make us one with the Father and with the Son.**... 
 
With kind regards, I remain, sincerely your brother, 
W. C. White 

 
Our people use this letter to say that Willie White completely never understood 
what his mother taught. But whether it be so or not, he seems a clear Non-
Trinitarian. Nonetheless you remember the prophecy about Daniells and Prescott 
about editing our books {Lt70-1910} 
 
We see that A.G. Daniells and W.W. Prescott fulfilled the prophecy given about 
them. There was even more that Ellen White wrote to our brothers: 
 
Ms 67, 1910 
Errors and Dangers of Elders Prescott and Daniells 
Portions of this manuscript are published in 20MR. 
 

 Errors and Dangers of Elders Prescott and Daniells; The Cities to be Worked; 
God’s Plan is “Two by Two”; No Theatrics in Preaching {Ms67-1910}  
 

 At this stage of our experience we are not to have our minds drawn away 
from the special light given [us] to consider at the important gathering of 
our conference. And there was Brother Daniells, whose mind the enemy 
was working; and your mind and Elder Prescott’s mind were being 
worked by the angels that were expelled from heaven. Satan’s work was 
to divert your minds, that jots and tittles should be brought in which the 
Lord did not inspire you to bring in. They were not essential. But this meant 
much to the cause of truth. And the ideas of your minds, if you could be 
drawn away to jots or tittles, is a work of Satan’s devising. To correct little 
things in the books written you suppose would be doing a great work. 
But I am charged, Silence is eloquent. {Ms67-1910} 

 
 Now, everything like picking flaws in the publications of men who are 

not alive is not the work God has given any of you to do. For if these 
men—Elders Daniells and Prescott—had followed the directions given in 
working the cities, there would have been many, very many, convinced 
of the truth and converted, able men that [now] are in positions where 
they never will be reached. {Ms67-1910} 
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 Where was your respect for the men of age? What authority could you 

exercise without taking all the responsible men to weigh the matter? But let 
us now investigate the matter. We must now reconsider whether it is the 
Lord’s judgment, in the face of the work that has been neglected, of showing 
your zeal to carry the work even another year. If you should carry the work 
another year with the help that shall unite with you, there should be a 
change take place in you and Elder Prescott. And humble your own hearts 
before God. The Lord will have to see in you a showing of a different 
experience; for if ever men needed to be reconverted at this present 
[time], it [is] Elder Daniells and Elder Prescott. {Ms67-1910} 

 
 Were Elder Daniells genuinely converted at the General [Conference] 

and Elder Prescott, I could then feel some courage to confide in his 
judgment when to speak and how to deliver the messages the Lord has 
for His people. Our work in the future is not to be confined as in the past 
so largely to believers. There is a converting missionary Spirit to enthuse 
every mind that will come to search after the truth. There [are] many 
outposts. Important work must be done by men of sanctified discernment. 
No haphazard work must come in now. There are to be men of keen 
discernment under the influence of the Holy Spirit of God. Pastors are to 
[be] chosen under men of discernment to be directed to important outposts. 
{Ms67-1910} 

 
 Representations have passed before me which indicate that you and 

Elder Prescott and others united with you have been inclined to search 
out things to be criticized or condemned in our printed publications. 
Were encouragement given you, changes and revisions would be made 
in accordance with the ideas that you have in mind. But you must never 
forget that Satan, disguised as an angel of light, is always ready to 
encourage anything that would lead to a loss of confidence in our 
denominational literature. He would be pleased to keep many minds 
employed in picking flaws in publications that God has blessed. {Lt70-
1910} 

 
 Message after message has come to me from the Lord concerning the 

dangers surrounding you and Elder Prescott. I have seen that Satan 
would have been greatly pleased to see Elders Prescott and Daniells 
undertake the work of a general overhauling of our books that have 
done a good work in the field for years. But neither of you is called of 
God to that work. If you were to enter upon such a work, much time would 
be employed that should be given to the proclamation of the last warning 
message to an impenitent world. The Lord would have been pleased had you 
and Elder Prescott and your associates taken upon yourselves the burden of 
giving to the inhabitants of the great cities the last warning message. This 
is a work that He has been calling us to do these many years. {Lt70-1910} 
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 Christ is not dead. He will never suffer His work to be carried on in this 
strange way. Let the books alone. If any change is essential, God will 
have the harmony in that change consistent; but when a message has 
been entrusted to men with the large responsibilities involved, [God] 
demands faithfulness that will work by love and purify the soul. Elders 
Daniells and Prescott both need reconversion. A strange work has come 
in, and it is not in harmony with the work Christ came to our world to 
do; and all who are truly converted will work the works of Christ. {Ms67-
1910} 

 
 I copy from my Diary. The truth as it is in Jesus—talk it, pray it, believe 

every word in its simplicity. What would you gain if mistakes are brought 
before the men who have departed from the faith and given heed to 
seducing spirits? Men who were not long ago with us in the faith, will you 
stand on the devil’s side? Give your attention to the unworked fields. A 
worldwide work is before us. I was given representations of John 
Kellogg. A very attractive personage was representing the ideas of the 
specious arguments that he was presenting, sentiments different from 
the genuine Bible truth. And those who are hungering and thirsting 
after something new were advancing ideas [so specious] that Elder 
Prescott was in great danger. Elder Daniells was in great danger [of] 
becoming wrapped in a delusion that if these sentiments could be 
spoken everywhere, it would be as a new world. {Ms67-1910}  
 

 Yes, it would; but while their minds were thus absorbed, I was shown 
that Brother Daniells and Brother Prescott were weaving into their 
experience sentiments of a spiritualistic appearance and drawing our 
people to beautiful sentiments that would deceive, if possible, the every 
elect. I have to trace with my pen [the fact] that these brethren would 
see defects in their delusive ideas that would place the truth in an 
uncertainty; and [yet] they [would] stand out as [if they had] great 
spiritual discernment. Now I am to tell them [that] when I was shown this 
matter, when Elder Daniells was lifting up his voice like a trumpet in 
advocating his ideas of the “daily,” the after results were presented. Our 
people were becoming confused. I saw the result, and then there were given 
me cautions that if Elder Daniells without respect to the outcome should 
thus be impressed and let himself believe he was under the inspiration of 
God, skepticism would be sown among our ranks everywhere, and we should 
be where Satan would carry his messages. Set unbelief and skepticism 
would be sown in human minds, and strange crops of evil would take the 
place of truth. {Ms67-1910} 

 
We had been advised: 
 

 In some of our important books that have been in print for years, and which 
have brought many to a knowledge of the truth, there may be found 
matters of minor importance that call for careful study and correction. 
Let such matters be considered by those regularly appointed to have 
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the oversight of our publications. Let not these brethren, nor our 
canvassers, nor our ministers magnify these matters in such a way as 
to lessen the influence of these good, soul-saving books. Should we take 
up the work of discrediting our literature, we would place weapons in 
the hands of those who have departed from the faith and confuse the 
minds of those who have newly embraced the message. The less that is 
done unnecessarily to change our publications, the better it will be. 
{Ms11-1910} 

 
These changes of course would be allowed if there was a careful consideration 
and they are called “matters of minor importance” Can we consider the doctrine 
of God a “matter of minor importance”? These can’t be: 
 

 Those who seek to remove the old landmarks are not holding fast; they 
are not remembering how they have received and heard. Those who try 
to bring in theories that would remove the pillars of our faith 
concerning the sanctuary, or concerning the personality of God or of 
Christ, are working as blind men. They are seeking to bring in 
uncertainties and to set the people of God adrift, without an anchor. 
{Ms62-1905} 

 
 You are not sound in the faith. I have stated this in my diary months ago. 

You have certainly placed the people of God, whom the Lord has led step by 
step in the ways of truth and placed upon a solid foundation, in a false 
showing before unbelievers. Some have departed from the faith and will 
continue to misrepresent the work God has given me. The sanctuary 
question is a clear and definite doctrine as we have held it as a people. 
You are not definitely clear on the personality of God, which is 
everything to us as a people. You have virtually destroyed the Lord God 
Himself. EGW to Kellogg Lt 300, 1903 

 
 In a representation which passed before me, I saw a certain work being done 

by medical missionary workers. Our ministering brethren were looking on, 
watching what was being done, but they did not seem to understand. The 
foundation of our faith which was established by so much prayer, such 
earnest searching of the Scriptures, was being taken down pillar by 
pillar. Our faith was to have nothing to rest upon—the sanctuary was 
gone, the atonement was gone. I realized that something must be done. 
{Ms46-1904} 

 
These two men through their influence helped the change of Seventh day 
Adventists belief of God. They edited our materials and preached spiritualism and 
trinity under the influence of Kellogg. 
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A Closer look at what Kellogg believed – A Case study of what he meant rather 
than what people think he meant 
 
A Little History of 1893-1906 
 
My quest for truth has led me to examine closely the history of our movement. A 
sad thing has happened among us that “the only thing we learn from history is 
that we do not learn”. This I would pray that it be not our position. We should 
learn and not repeat the mistakes. The crisis of the “Living temple” and succeeding 
story starts somewhere and that’s where I would like us to start. 
 
I will not go in the background of the demise of Kellogg parents and Ellen White 
charge of responsibility to take of him. That is addressed in so many places. I 
would like just to give a synopsis of the events that led up to his beliefs. First up, 
we have the 1888 Minneapolis Session that ends in division and people taking 
sides. Things starts to develop and another group develop, the Kellogg camp. Due 
to their manipulating of things, the Lord would not tolerate it and the Sanitarium 
burns in February 18, 1902 and the Publishing House December 30 same year. 
Living Temple was published in 1903. All these fires are connected to the book 
Living Temple and its scientific theories which undermine the presence and 
personality of God. Below are the quotes in their chronological order and what 
was happening. During the fires the plates of the Living Temple were destroyed 
in 1902 prior to its release. The Lord didn’t want anything of that sought to come 
from our houses but eventually it came out in 1903 by defiance of the Lord’s 
instructions. 
 
The Lead up story: 1893-1901 
 

 If the Echo office was to mean no more to our people than a secular 
publishing house, if it was to be conducted on the same principles as 
were other business institutions, then it was not wise to invest so much 
means in establishing the office. It would have been less expense to hire 
our printing done by outside parties.--Lt 23a, 1893. 
 

 How much longer will God bear with your perversity? Unless there is a 
reformation, calamity will overtake the publishing house, and the world 
will know the reason. I have been shown that there has not been a turning 
to God with full purpose of heart. The Lord is dishonored in the institutions 
erected for His honor. The marked disregard of God’s commandments in 
the publishing house has placed its impress on the workers. God asks, Shall 
I not judge for these things? I saw heavenly angels turning away with 
grieved countenances. God has been mocked by your hardness of heart, 
which is continually increasing. According to their responsibility will be the 
punishment of those who know the truth and yet disregard God’s 
commands. {Lt138-1901} 
 

 You have given matter containing Satan’s sentiments into the hands of 
the workers, bringing his deceptive, polluting principles before their 
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minds. The Lord looks upon this action on your part as helping Satan 
to prepare his snare to catch souls. God will not hold guiltless those who 
have done this thing. He has a controversy with the managers of the 
publishing house. I have been almost afraid to open the “Review,” 
fearing to see that God has cleansed the publishing house by fire. 
{Lt138-1901} 
 

 The five thousand dollars which would be used in erecting the addition to 
the Review and Herald should be invested in the work in other places. 
{Lt138-1901}  
 

 I feel a terror of soul as I see to what a pass our publishing house has come. 
The presses in the Lord’s institution have been printing the soul-destroying 
theories of Romanism and other mysteries of iniquity. This is taking all 
sacredness from the Office. The managers are loading the guns of the 
enemy and placing them in their hands, to be used against the truth. How 
does God regard such work? In the books of heaven are written the words, 
Unfaithful stewardship. Thus God regards the publication of matter 
which comes from Satan’s manufactory—his hellish, scientific 
delusions. {Lt138-1901}  
 

 Remember it’s only “The Living Temple” that Ellen White referred to as 
advanced science [Read the whole of {Ms63a-1906} about how Kellogg had 
been chosen and how now he had turned from the Lord to pursue the 
wisdom of the men in the world and bring in the supposed “Advanced 
Scientific Theories”] 
 

 The Office must be purged of this objectionable “matter”. I have a 
testimony from the Lord for those who have placed such matter in the hands 
of the workers. God holds you accountable for presenting to young men and 
young women the fruit of the forbidden tree of knowledge. Can it be 
possible that you have not a knowledge of the warnings given to the 
Pacific Press on this subject? Can it be possible that with a knowledge of 
them you are going over the same ground, only doing much worse? It has 
often been repeated to you that angels of God are passing through every 
room in the Office. What impression has this made on your minds? {Lt138-
1901} quotes on the word matter added my me for emphasis. A brief 
mention of the destruction of the Pacific Press is in {Ms45-1906} and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Press_Publishing_Association  
 

 The Lord has instructed me that those who cannot see the wickedness of co-
operating with Satan by publishing his falsehoods might better seek some 
work in which they will not ruin our youth, body and soul. {Lt138-1901}  
 

 It is high time that we understood what manner of spirit has been 
controlling matters at the Review and Herald Office for years. I am 
horrified to think that the most subtle phase of spiritualism should be 
placed before the workers, and that in a way calculated to confuse and 
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perplex the mind. Be assured that Satan will follow up the advantage thus 
given him. {Lt138-1901}  
 

 The Review and Herald Office has been defiled as the temple was 
defiled, only the result has been tenfold more disastrous. Overturning the 
tables of the moneychangers, Christ drove the sheep and cattle from the 
precincts of the temple saying, “It is written, My Father’s house shall be 
called a house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves.” Worse even 
than the defilement of the temple has been the defilement of the publishing 
house by the printing of matter which should never have been placed in the 
hands of the workers in God’s institution. {Lt138-1901}  
 

 God’s law has been transgressed, His cause betrayed, and His institution 
made a den of thieves. The work of printing and circulating stirring appeals 
for the truth, which should have been placed first, to which the time and 
the talent of the workers should have been devoted, has received little or no 
attention. The commercial work, some of it of a most objectionable 
character, has gradually assumed the supremacy. This work has absorbed 
the energies which should have been devoted to the publication of literature 
of the purest quality and the most elevating character. Time has been 
wasted, talent misapplied, and money misappropriated. The work which 
ought to have been done has been left undone. Satan’s sentiments have 
been exalted. His theories have been printed by presses which should have 
been used to prepare the truth of God for circulation. Men have coveted 
promotion when their principles were under the ban of God’s displeasure. 
Loss is infinitely better than dishonorable gain. {Lt138-1901} 

 
The Burning of Sanitarium and Review: 1902 - [1903] 
 

 
 
Dr. Kellogg was offered the suggestion of writing a simple book on physiology 
and health-care that could be sold by colporteurs, he jumped at the opportunity 
and wrote "The Living Temple," with its Hinduistic sentiments. Working rapidly, 
Kellogg dictated the contents of the book to a secretary who then typed it out. 
Soon the book had been typeset at the nearby Review and Herald office, and galley 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

238 
 
 

proofs of "The Living Temple" were handed to W.W. Prescott to look at. He was 
shocked and took them to Elder W.A. Spicer. Now, it just so happened that Elder 
Spicer had been for many, years a missionary in India-and when he read Kellogg's 
book, he was astounded. Here was Hindu pantheism right in front of him, and 
slated to be printed soon and sent out to the four winds for reading and selling 
by Seventh-day Adventists across North America! But when questions came to 
Kellogg or his associates about the matter, they replied that it was "advanced light" 
for the Church, and that should settle the matter. The book was no problem to 
Kellogg's associates for he had been grinding these ideas into their minds for 
several years. Waiting for Kellogg's return to town from a business trip, Spicer 
then made an appointment to visit with him at his large home. Spicer later wrote 
up the afternoon discussion: 

 
How the Spirit of Prophecy Met a Crisis: Memories and Notes of the 
"Living Temple" Controversy by W. A. Spicer 
 

• "Where is God?' I was asked. I would naturally say, He is in heaven; there 
the Bible pictures the throne of God, all the heavenly beings at His command 
as messengers between heaven and earth. But I was told that God was in 
the grass and plants and in the trees. 
 

• "Where is heaven?" I was asked. I had my idea of the center of the universe, 
with heaven and throne of God in the midst, but disclaimed any attempt to 
fix [locate] the center of the universe astronomically. But I was urged to 
understand that heaven is where God is, and God is everywhere-in the 
grass, in the trees, in all creation. There was no place in this scheme of 
things for angels going between heaven and earth, for heaven was here 
and everywhere. The cleansing of the sanctuary that we taught about 
was not something in a faraway heaven." 
 
Summarizing his afternoon conversation with Dr. Kellogg, Elder Spicer said 
this: 
 

• "I knew well enough that there was nothing of the Advent message that 
could fit into such a philosophy. As I had listened, one light after 
another of the gospel message seemed to be put out. Religious teaching 
that to me was fundamental was set aside." 
 

It should be remembered that the apostasy of Kellogg and Ballenger in the 1903-
1905 crisis was termed the "alpha" of apostasy. “Living Temple contains the 
alpha of these theories. I knew that the omega would follow in a little while; 
and I trembled for our people” {1SM 203.2}. She warned that “The omega will 
be of a most startling nature”. {Lt263-1904}. Keep in mind that the "alpha" 
involved both by Kellogg and by Ballenger-a repudiation of our basic Sanctuary 
Message: a two apartment actual building in heaven, with Jesus as our High priest 
in that Sanctuary from A.D. 31 on down to 1844 in the first apartment, and from 
1844 onward to the close of probation in the second, as he carries out the final 
atonement in connection with an examination of the records of all who have 
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professed faith in Him down through the ages (the Investigative Judgment) [see 
"Great Controversy, chapters 23-24, 28 for the clearest, most accurate portrayal 
of this extremely important doctrine). A careful study of both aspects of this twin 
apostasy of 1903-1905 will disclose that both denied these basic truths. The "new 
theology" in our day denies it also, and many of our young pastors no longer 
believe in a two-apartment sanctuary in heaven or in several other of the above 
stated points of tithe ministry of Christ within it. Ask your pastor and see what he 
has to say on the Sanctuary Message. And why is this so important? “The 
foundation of our faith which was established by so much prayer, such 
earnest searching of the Scriptures, was being taken down pillar by pillar. 
Our faith was to have nothing to rest upon—the sanctuary was gone, the 
atonement was gone” {Ms46-1904}. When there is no sanctuary, there is no 
atonement, there is no salvific work hence no remedy for sin. 
 

 
 
The General Conference Confronts Apostasy - By Russell R. Standish, Colin D. 
Standish 
 
It had been hoped that in connection with the destruction of the book plates in 
the Review and Herald fire, Dr. Kellogg would abandon the matter of 
publishing The Living Temple. But instead he sent the manuscript to a commercial 
printer in Battle Creek. Three thousand copies of the book were printed and began 
to make their way among Seventh-day Adventists. In due time in the summer of 
1903 a copy of The Living Temple arrived at Elmshaven, but Ellen White did not 
look at it. In September of that year she was compelled to speak out plainly against 
these errors. “I have some things to say to our teachers in reference to the new 
book, “The Living Temple“. Be careful how you sustain the sentiments of this 
book regarding the personality of God. As the Lord represents matters to me, 
these sentiments do not bear the endorsement of God. They are a snare that the 
enemy has prepared for these last days. I thought that this would surely be 
discerned, and that it would not be necessary for me to say anything about it. But 
since the claim has been made that the teachings of this book can be 
sustained by statements from my writings, I am compelled to speak in denial 
of this claim.” {Letter 211, 1903} 
 
When the messages were read at the Council in Washington, Dr. Kellogg 
responded favorably, saying that he accepted the testimony and that he would 
modify the wording in The Living Temple dealing with theological matters. But his 
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statements were rather erratic and changeable. His attitude alternated, and it 
finally turned out that the doctor never really changed. 
 
Subsequent Concerns 1904-1906 
 

 These sentiments have had an effect on our people everywhere. Some think 
it strange that I write, “Do not send your children to Battle Creek.” I was 
instructed in regard to the danger of the worldly influence in Battle Creek. 
I have written hundreds of pages regarding the danger of having so large 
a sanitarium, and of calling so many young people together in one place. 
The young people in Battle Creek are in danger. They will come in contact 
with error. Years ago I did not think that they would meet these errors 
right in the sanitariums; but when Living Temple came out, and some 
of our ministers told me that there was in it nothing but what I had been 
teaching all my life, I saw how great the danger was. I saw that 
blindness had fallen upon some who had long known the truth. I pray 
that the Lord will open the eyes of these ministers, that they may see 
the difference between light and darkness, and between truth and 
error. {Ms46-1904} 
 

 My Instructor said, "This in no case must be." They have had warnings in 
the past over and over again, for eighteen or twenty years, but have not 
fully heeded these warnings. There are those who have had no heart in 
the matter of moving out of Oakland, but have been opposing their 
resistance to the instructions that have been given; and their unbelief 
has strengthened with the spirit of opposition to the movement. The 
Lord's message was, "Out of the cities; break up the continual temptation to 
engage in commercial business, which has been such a great injury to the 
work." A failure to heed the messages given, and repeated for years, has 
been a decided injury to the souls of many.--MS 57, 1906.  
 

 All heaven is interested in the work in which we are engaged. We must do a 
solid, not a superficial, work. I am grieved when I see our printing offices 
doing so much commercial work, virtually saying to the world, "Bring 
your work to us; we will do it for you." We have more work for the Lord 
than we can possibly perform. There is much to be done that we will 
overlook unless we are baptized with the Holy Spirit. We desire that 
commercialism shall be purged from every office.--MS 73, 1906.  

 
Someone may interject, ok, so Sanitarium was burned Feb 18, 1902; if the other 
materials were written in 1906-7 which was 4 yrs after, then which Sanitarium or 
judgments was she referring to when she said, “His judgments will be executed”? 
 
Let it not be forgotten that Kellogg in rebellion had gone against the advice and 
was again rebuilding these building so a warning of the future in view of the past 
was being issued. Notice: 
 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

241 
 
 

 Let the General Conference offices and the publishing work be moved from 
Battle Creek. I know not where the place will be, whether on the Atlantic 
Coast or elsewhere. But this I will say, Never lay a stone or a brick in Battle 
Creek to rebuild the Review Office there. God has a better place for it. He 
wants you to work with a different influence, and connected with altogether 
different associations from what you have had of late in Battle Creek. {GCB, 
April 6, 1903 par. 11} 

 
The statements were made just after the publication of Living Temple while the 
Great Controversy sat dead in the publishing house receiving little attention 
instead of being circulated. She lamented 
 

 I feel very grateful to my heavenly Father that He has heard the prayers 
offered in my behalf. I am not in the least discouraged. But I feel very sorry 
that the books which should be finding ready sale are lying on the office 
shelves. These books contain the light that the people need. May the Lord 
move upon many of our young men to enter the canvassing field as 
canvassing-evangelists. By the canvassing work the truth is presented to 
thousands that otherwise would not hear it. Our time for work is short. 
Many, very many, need the “quickly” in them, to lead them to arouse and go 
to work. The Lord calls for workers just now. {Lt21-1902} 
 

 While at St. Helena, again and again it has been revealed to me that there 
was not a correct state of things at Mountain View; that there were present 
the very conditions that made it essential for the publishing work to be 
removed from Oakland. [THE ORIGINAL WEST COAST PRINTING HOUSE 
IN OAKLAND WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1874. BECAUSE OF GROWING WORK 
AND THE PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE CITY ENVIRONMENT, THE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE WAS MOVED TO MOUNTAIN VIEW IN 1904. THE 
DESTRUCTIVE FIRE OF JULY 20, 1906, EFFECTIVELY SETTLED THE 
PROBLEM OF COMMERCIAL PRINTING.] I saw that in the working out of 
human ideas and plans there was a disregarding of the light God had given 
in the past to correct existing evils. There is danger that the experience of 
the past will be repeated. The men who are serving in the management of 
the work can just as surely swerve the work into lines of commercialism as 
in the past. {Ms57-1906} 
 

 Years ago, when I was in Battle Creek, I was much distressed that Great 
Controversy should lie idle on the shelf. For two years it was held back, that 
Bible Readings might have more attention. All that I could say did not 
change the course of those who had control of the canvassing work. They 
treated me as if I were a child. If at that time I had appealed to the people, 
asking for agents to handle my books, and promising to supply them, it 
would have been in the order of the Lord; but now things have changed. 
There is not now a studied, determined effort to hold back the books that 
are of the most importance. We are planning to bring out many books, and 
for the pioneer in our work to make any move now that would create 
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confusion would not be wise. We must not bring any discouragement on our 
publishing houses at this critical period in their experience. {Lt70-1907} 
 

 This condition of things has been created in our conference and churches 
under a RELIGIOUS CLOAK which existed in the world. Confederacies have 
been formed to make THEIR SHOWING STAND OUT AS SUPERIOR, and 
they have gained the name of having done a large work in their responsible 
positions of trust. They flatter themselves that they were doing God service 
when they were ESTABLISHING PRINCIPLES OF ROBBERY. They were 
depriving their brethren of their rights in gathering everything in the book 
line under their control, and making their own laws and rules,--rules that 
were not after God's order at all, but which revealed the very attributes of 
Satan. It was this spirit that was manifested by the priests and temple 
officials in their gatherings for the Passover. CATTLE WERE BOUGHT BY 
THE DIGNITARIES, THE MONEYED MEN, WHO OPPRESSED THEM OF 
WHOM THEY PURCHASED. THE REPRESENTATION WAS MADE THAT 
THESE ANIMALS WERE TO BE OFFERED AS A SACRIFICE TO GOD AT THE 
PASSOVER, AND THUS URGED THE OWNERS SOLD THEM AT A CHEAP 
PRICE. THEN THESE SCHEMING MEN BROUGHT THEIR PURCHASES TO 
THE TEMPLE,--PURCHASES WHICH MEANT DOUBLE ROBBERY-ROBBERY 
OF THE MEN OF WHOM THEY HAD PURCHASED, AND ROBBERY OF 
THOSE WHO WISHED TO SACRIFICE, TO WHOM THEY WERE SOLD AGAIN 
AT EXORBITANT PRICES. They used the courts of the temple as though the 
animals brought there made them of the highest value. Oh, what deceit, 
what hypocrisy was practiced. Twice Christ's displeasure was evidenced 
against them. Divinity flashed through humanity, and he drove out the 
buyers and sellers from the temple courts, saying, "Take these things hence: 
it is written, My Father's house shall be a house of prayer, but ye have made 
it a den of thieves. He overturned the tables of the money changers, and 
priests and people fled before that one man as though an army of soldiers 
with drawn sword were pursuing them. THIS WORK HAS BEEN CARRIED 
ON AT BATTLE CREEK. The publishing office was turned from the original 
design; men made terms with authors; councils were formed; schemes were 
entered into. WHILE ONE AUTHOR WAS ENGAGED IN THE SERVICES OF A 
MEETING AT A DISTANCE, THE EXPENSES OF ONE MAN WERE PAID TO 
GO AND SEE THIS BROTHER AND INDUCE HIM TO PUT THE LOWEST 
FIGURES ON HIS BOOKS. They urged that they wished to get this important 
matter before as many people as possible, and that the book would have a 
very much larger sale if it were sold at cheap price. THE ROYALTY WAS 
PLACED AT THE LOWEST FIGURE. Then this confederacy held this example 
up as a rule for others. Warnings were given me that all this was the 
working out of a system of oppression and robbery, and that the whole 
institution was leavened throughout with corrupt principles, that the light 
of God was fast departing from all who were engaged in this confederacy. 
God sanctioned none of this spirit. He could not place his signature upon 
this devising. He would forsake those men, remove his spirit from those who 
entered upon this course, and the glory of his presence would depart from 
them. {Ms105-1898} 
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The following is worthy considering Fire Chief Weeks:  
 

 “There is something strange,” he said, “about your SDA fires, with the water 
poured on acting more like gasoline.” (Arthur L. White, Ellen G. White — The 
Early Elmshaven Years: 1900-1905 [Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald, 
1981], 224) 

 
A.T. Jones caught up 
 
Why would I mentioned A.T. Jones in passing here? He reviewed the Living Temple 
and said he found nothing objectionable. His association with Kellogg did not 
work in his favor. He was one of the men who proof-read the reading temple and 
here is what they had to say: 
 

• "That we find in the book 'Living Temple' nothing which appears to us 
to be contrary to the Bible or the fundamental principles of the 
Christian religion, and that we see no reason why it may not be 
recommended by the Committee for circulation in the manner 
suggested."-A.T. Jones, J.H. Kellogg, David Paulson, quoted in "How the 
Spirit of Prophecy Met a Crisis," p. 27. 

 
What is the Real Controversy with this Kellogg stuff? 
 
This issue of people saying that a part of God’s being is in them is removing God 
from the throne in heaven and placing him in you. Then just go ahead and pray 
"Our Father who art in us" 
 
Kellogg started out that God is in everything then modified the issue when he 
adopted the trinity and said no, it is now God the Holy Spirit who is in everything. 
Think about that for a second he is saying the Holy Spirit which is part of God and 
Christ is in everything. He said “he had come to believe in the trinity” {Letter: 
A. G. Daniells to W. C. White. October 29, 1903. pp. 1, 2}. EGW never knew what 
to call it, she said: “Until the Lord presented it to me, I knew not what to call 
it, but I was instructed to call it unholy spiritual love. {Lt230-1903}”. The issue 
was is a part of God in anything. This was the controversy.  
 

 “Ever since the council closed I have felt that I should write you confidentially 
regarding Dr. Kellogg’s plans for revising and republishing ‘The Living 
Temple’…. He (Kellogg) said that some days before coming to the council, 
he had been thinking the matter over, and began to see that he had made 
a slight mistake in expressing his views. He said that all the way along he 
had been troubled to know how to state the character of God and his relation 
to his creation works…He then stated that his former views regarding 
the trinity had stood in his way of making a clear and absolutely correct 
statement; but that within a short time he had come to believe in the 
trinity and could now see pretty clearly where all the difficulty was, and 
believed that he could clear the matter up satisfactorily. He told me that 
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he now believed in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost; 
and his view was that it was God the Holy Ghost, and not God the Father, 
that filled all space, and every living thing. He said if he had believed this 
before writing the book, he could have expressed his views without giving 
the wrong impression the book now gives. I placed before him the objections 
I found in the teaching, and tried to show him that the teaching was so 
utterly contrary to the gospel that I did not see how it could be revised by 
changing a few expressions. We argued the matter at some length in a 
friendly way; but I felt sure that when we parted, the doctor did not 
understand himself, nor the character of his teaching. And I could not see 
how it would be possible for him to flop over, and in the course of a few 
days fix the books up so that it would be all right.” {Letter: A. G. Daniells to 
W. C. White. October 29, 1903. pp. 1, 2} 

 
So far from the materials I have gone through, Kellogg denies teaching pantheism 
and says he is teaching exactly what Ellen White taught in the book Education 
Chap. 10 - God in Nature. So what did EGW teach?  
 

 “Upon all created things is seen the impress of the Deity. Nature testifies 
of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
mystery of the universe, cannot but recognize the working of infinite 
power. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A mysterious life 
pervades all nature--a life that sustains the unnumbered worlds 
throughout immensity, that lives in the insect atom which floats in the 
summer breeze, that wings the flight of the swallow and feeds the 
young ravens which cry, that brings the bud to blossom and the flower 
to fruit. {Ed 99.1}  
 

 The same power that upholds nature, is working also in man. The same 
great laws that guide alike the star and the atom control human life. The 
laws that govern the heart's action, regulating the flow of the current of life 
to the body, are the laws of the mighty Intelligence that has the jurisdiction 
of the soul. From Him all life proceeds. Only in harmony with Him can be 
found its true sphere of action. For all the objects of His creation the 
condition is the same--a life sustained by receiving the life of God, a life 
exercised in harmony with the Creator's will. To transgress His law, 
physical, mental, or moral, is to place one's self out of harmony with the 
universe, to introduce discord, anarchy, ruin.” {Ed 99.2}  
 

 “Nature is a power, but the God of nature is unlimited in power. His works 
interpret his character. Those who judge him from his handiworks, and not 
from the suppositions of great men, will see his presence in everything. 
They behold his smile in the glad sunshine, and his love and care for man 
in the rich fields of autumn. Even the adornments of the earth, as seen in 
the grass of living green, the lovely flowers of every hue, and the lofty and 
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varied trees of the forest, testify to the tender, fatherly care of our God, and 
to his desire to make his children happy.”--S. of T., 1884, No. 11. {HL 285.1}  
 

 “Fathers and mothers, teach your children of the wonder-working power of 
God. His power is manifest in every plant, in every tree that bears fruit. 
Take the children into the garden and explain to them how He causes the 
seed to grow. The farmer plows his land and sows the seed, but he cannot 
make the seed grow. He must depend upon God to do that which no human 
power can do. The Lord puts His own Spirit into the seed, causing it to 
spring into life. Under His care the germ breaks through the case enclosing 
it and springs up to develop and bear fruit.” {8T 326.4} 
 

 THE PSALMIST REPRESENTS THE PRESENCE OF THE INFINITE ONE AS 
PERVADING THE UNIVERSE. "If I ascend up into Heaven, thou art there; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there." We can never find a solitude 
where God is not. The ever watchful eye of Omniscience is upon all our 
works, and although he can marshal the armies of Heaven to do his will, he 
condescends to accept the services of frail, erring mortals. {ST, July 14, 
1881 par. 10} 

 
What did Kellogg again say?  
 

 He told me that he now believed in God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost; and his view was that it was God the Holy Ghost, and not 
God the Father, that filled all space, and every living thing. He said if he 
had believed this before writing the book, he could have expressed his views 
without giving the wrong impression the book now gives. ….” {Letter: A. G. 
Daniells to W. C. White. October 29, 1903. pp. 1, 2}  

 
If you are not getting it, Kellogg is saying that a part of God called God the Holy 
Spirit is in everything. Remember I have not seen a place where Kellogg left the 
begotten theology so far. If anyone has such evidence I would be so glad. 
 
What did EGW reply?  
 

 Today there are coming into educational institutions and into the churches 
everywhere spiritualistic teachings that undermine faith in God and in His 
word. THE THEORY THAT GOD IS AN ESSENCE PERVADING ALL NATURE 
IS RECEIVED BY MANY WHO PROFESS TO BELIEVE THE SCRIPTURES; BUT, 
HOWEVER BEAUTIFULLY CLOTHED, THIS THEORY IS A MOST 
DANGEROUS DECEPTION. It misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His 
greatness and majesty. And it surely tends not only to mislead, but to 
debase men. Darkness is its element, sensuality its sphere. The result of 
accepting it is separation from God. And to fallen human nature this means 
ruin. {MH 428.2}  
 

 You are not sound in the faith. I have stated this in my diary months ago. 
You have certainly placed the people of God, whom the Lord has led 
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step by step in the ways of truth and placed upon a solid foundation, in 
a false showing before unbelievers. Some have departed from the faith 
and will continue to misrepresent the work God has given me. The 
sanctuary question is a clear and definite doctrine as we have held it as 
a people. You are not definitely clear on the personality of God, which 
is everything to us as a people. You have virtually destroyed the Lord 
God Himself. Ellen G. White to John Harvey Kellogg, Letter 300, March 16th 
1903  

 
Why should EGW introduce the concept of the sanctuary in her replies to 
pantheism and personality of God? Because God was being removed from the 
sanctuary and placed everywhere, this is destroying the personality of God. 
Men are repeating the same sentiments of Kellogg. She says 
 
 I thought that this would surely be discerned, and that it would not be 

necessary for me to say anything about it. But since the claim has been 
made that the teachings of this book can be sustained by statements 
from my writings, I am compelled to speak in denial of this claim.” 
{Letter 211, 1903}  

 
And what worried EGW most is that all the OTG present truth members of that 
time had read the book by Kellogg and did not see anything wrong in it. It shocked 
her that she said  
 

 I was shown a platform, braced by solid timbers—the truths of the Word of 
God. Someone high in responsibility in the medical work was directing this 
man and that man to loosen the timbers supporting this platform. Then 
I heard a voice saying, “Where are the watchmen that ought to be 
standing on the walls of Zion? Are they asleep? This foundation was built 
by the Master Worker, and will stand storm and tempest. Will they permit 
this man to present doctrines that deny the past experience of the people of 
God? The time has come to take decided action.” EGW Lt 242-1903 

 
 I saw that blindness had fallen upon some who had long known the 

truth. I pray that the Lord will open the eyes of these ministers, that 
they may see the difference between light and darkness, between truth 
and error. {SpTB07 35.1} 

 
Where were the watchmen who had long known the truth and ought to be standing 
on the walls of Zion? They were saying 
 

• "That we find in the book 'Living Temple' nothing which appears to us 
to be contrary to the Bible or the fundamental principles of the 
Christian religion, and that we see no reason why it may not be 
recommended by the Committee for circulation in the manner 
suggested."-A.T. Jones, J.H. Kellogg, David Paulson, quoted in "How the 
Spirit of Prophecy Met a Crisis," p. 27. 
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Can you imagine that? And why had they been deceived? Because EGW had said 
 

 “Upon all created things is seen the impress of the Deity. Nature testifies 
of God. The susceptible mind, brought in contact with the miracle and 
mystery of the universe, cannot but recognize the working of infinite 
power. Not by its own inherent energy does the earth produce its bounties, 
and year by year continue its motion around the sun. An unseen hand 
guides the planets in their circuit of the heavens. A mysterious life 
pervades all nature--a life that sustains the unnumbered worlds 
throughout immensity, that lives in the insect atom which floats in the 
summer breeze, that wings the flight of the swallow and feeds the 
young ravens which cry, that brings the bud to blossom and the flower 
to fruit. {Ed 99.1}  

 
Lack of keenness on thought inspiration rather usage of words. It’s like someone 
entered in my house today and I said to him “you know am in USA” and he went 
about and said “Sami told me he is in USA” and this be held as a literal truth rather 
than an inquiry how I am in USA. It’s via “World Wide Web” friend. You should have 
thought of what am saying rather than insisting you are saying what I said and 
meant what you thought. What is EGW saying? The power of God is in everything 
not a part of him while Kellogg using the same words is saying a part of God called 
God the Holy Spirit is in everything. And many always repeat the same things and 
say a part of God is in them. Kellogg doctrine was a two sided coin. One side a 
trinitarian and the other side a pantheistic non-trinitarian. Just a last observation. 
I noticed that Kellogg was confounding the spirit of God and God and so he argues 
then if it’s dangerous believing that where God's power is working spiritually God 
is not present then he would drop pantheism belief and just be comfortable with 
God sustaining him. Now remember he is saying this while he actually was 
confessing that he believes in Trinity where God the Holy Spirit is the one in 
everything. Simply Kellogg believed in the Spirit of God or what he calls God the 
Holy Spirit being a part of God in everything. Check this argument of his in the 
image below  
 

 
Letter 1904-08-22 - Kellogg to GI Butler page 4 paragraph 2 

 
  



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

248 
 
 

Summary 
 

1. Sanitarium and RH burnt in 1902 while Living temple is being worked on 
to be released. God did not want it to be released in our houses 
 

2. Release of Living Temple in 1903 and quotes appear in PH March 27, 
1903 that God has cleansed these institutions. Statement Issued next 
month in April 6, 1903 in the aftermath of the burning: “Let the General 
Conference offices and the publishing work be moved from Battle 
Creek. I know not where the place will be, whether on the Atlantic Coast 
or elsewhere. But this I will say, Never lay a stone or a brick in Battle 
Creek to rebuild the Review Office there. God has a better place for it. 
He wants you to work with a different influence, and connected with 
altogether different associations from what you have had of late in 
Battle Creek. {GCB, April 6, 1903 par. 11}” 
 

3. 8T published in 1904 repeating the same and gives further warning. Mrs. 
White Decries Centralization. Although the fires took away the sanitarium 
in February of 1902 and the publishing house December 30 that same year, 
the former was rebuilt by Kellogg in Battle Creek, against the counsel of the 
Lord. Notwithstanding frequent counsels to the contrary, men continued to 
plan for centralization of power, for the binding of many interests under 
one control. This work was first started in the Review and Herald office. 
Things were swayed first one way and then another. It was the enemy of 
our work who prompted the call for the consolidation of the publishing work 
under one controlling power in Battle Creek. Then the idea gained favor that 
the medical missionary work would be greatly advanced if all our medical 
institutions and other medical missionary interests were bound up under 
the control of the medical missionary association at Battle Creek. I was told 
that I must lift my voice in warning against this. We were not to be under 
the control of men who could not control themselves and who were not 
willing to be amenable to God. We were not to be guided by men who wanted 
their word to be the controlling power. The development of the desire to 
control has been very marked, and God sent warning after warning, 
forbidding confederacies and consolidation. He warned us against binding 
ourselves to fulfill certain agreements that would be presented by men 
laboring to control the movements of their brethren (Testimonies for the 
Church, vol. 8, pp. 216, 217). The pen of inspiration declared further in this 
time: The heavenly Teacher inquired: "What stronger delusion can beguile 
the mind than the pretense that you are building on the right foundation 
and that God accepts your works, when in reality you are working out many 
things according to worldly policy and are sinning against Jehovah? Oh, it 
is a great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession of minds 
when men who have once known the truth, mistake the form of godliness 
for the spirit and power thereof; when they suppose that they are rich and 
increased with goods and in need of nothing, while in reality they are in 
need of everything." {8T 249.3} 
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4. SpTB07 published 1906 which was 4 years after the sanitarium was burnt 
warning again “God’s judgments will be executed” because Kellogg in 
rebellion had gone against the advice and was again rebuilding these 
building so a warning of the future in view of the past was being issued.  
 

5. 1907, Dr. Kellogg’s loss of church membership over pantheism and 
other issues. At the turn of the century his pride caused him to start turning 
and he lost confidence in Ellen White. “The Battle Creek Sanitarium was 
divorced from denominational control in the year 1907 (A. W. Spalding, The 
Origin and History of Seventh-day Adventists, vol. 3, p.141). By 1908, with 
legal maneuvering, Kellogg got the control of the Battle Creek Sanitarium 
and the American Medical College which were part of the same complex. 
The medical school went under in 1910 and merged with the Illinois State 
University (Ibid., p. 149) and in 1933 the Sanitarium went under in the 
collapse of Wall Street. In 1942 it was sold to the United States government 
and became the Percy Jones Hospital for veterans. A few years before 
Kellogg took Battle Creek away from the denomination the Lord was putting 
things in place to begin another work at Loma Linda. He showed the place 
to Ellen White in night vision, 1901. It was located and a down payment 
made on May 26, 1905. Mrs. White visited it June 12 and as she stepped 
down from the carriage she said to her son who attended with her, “Willie, 
I have been here before.” She later wrote that it was her desire that this 
place would be a true representation of what our health institutions should 
be (The Paulson Collection, p. 170) 

 
So if you look closely at the matter, some trinitarians have a third God called God 
the Holy Spirit outside floating everywhere while some non-trinitarians have 
"another being" called the Spirit of God inside them. All this is trinitarianism in a 
very subtle way. I can but just re-echo the sentiment of Washburn “this monstrous 
doctrine transplanted from heathenism into the Roman Papal Church is 
seeking to intrude its evil presence into the teachings of the Third Angel’s 
Message” and modify EGW’s words ““the foundation of our faith which was 
established by so much prayer, such earnest searching of the Scriptures, is 
being taken down pillar by pillar. Our faith has nothing to rest upon—the 
sanctuary is gone, the atonement is gone.” May God help us discern the truth. 
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Section 8: Trinity or No Trinity: An Eclipse of Atonement 
 
The Unerring Word of God 
 
Who is the God of the Bible? 
 
How many true gods does the Bible reveal? 
 

 Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD 
– God told the Israelites that He is ONE, as opposed to the heathen nations 

around them which worshiped multiple gods. 
 

 Deuteronomy 4:35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know 
that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him. 

– There is none other besides Him. It is on this basis that God gave the first 
commandment which prohibits multiple gods. 

 
 Jeremiah 10:10 But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and 

an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations 
shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

 
Who is the most qualified person to tell us about the true God? 
 

 John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

– Jesus, the Son of God is the highest authority on this topic. 
 

 John 3:11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and 
testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

– In speaking of God Jesus tells us what He knows and has seen. That was 
His mission in coming down from heaven; to tell us of heavenly things. 

 
According to Jesus, who is “the only true God”? 
 

 John 17:1, 3 Father… And this is life eternal, that they might know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

– The only true God, according to Jesus, is the Father. Knowing the only 
true God and Jesus is the key to eternal life. A correct understanding of 
God is an issue that affects our eternal life. 

 
Did the apostles of Christ teach the Gentiles the same truth about 
God? 
 

 James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble. 

– James taught that there is only one God. Even the devils know that! 
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 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus. 

– Paul taught that there is only one God. Jesus is the only link between us 
and God. We can only know God through Jesus. 

 
Who is this one true God? 
 

 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and 
that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are called 
gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords 
many,) But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and 
we by him. 

– The one God is the Father. 
 

 James 3:9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse 
we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 

 
 Romans 15:6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, 

even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Ephesians 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 

all, and in you all. 
 
 2 Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort. 
– The Apostles of Christ taught that the one God is only the Father. We do 

not read about different persons making up one God. It is simply the 
Father. 

 
Who is the living and true God? 
 

 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10 For they themselves shew of us what manner of 
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath 
to come. 

– The “living and true God” is the Father. 
 
Who is the head of all things? 
 

 1 Corinthians 11:3 But I would have you know, that the head of every 
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of 
Christ is God. 

– The head of Christ is God, who is His Father. 
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Does Christ have a God? 
 

 Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? 
 

 John 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

 
 Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of him. 

 
 Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 

my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon 
him my new name. 

 
 Hebrews 1:9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; 

therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows. 

 
Who does Christ belong to? 
 

 1 Corinthians 3:23 And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God‘s. 
 
When we get to heaven, who are we going to serve? 
 

 Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him. 

– We shall serve and worship God and the Lamb, for this is eternal life. To 
know them both throughout eternity will be our theme. 

 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
 
Who did Jesus say that He was? 
 

 John 10:36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into 
the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?  
 

 John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God. – Jesus said that God was His Father. His 
claims to equality of God were based on His Sonship. This was the highest 
claim of Jesus. 
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What did the Father testify regarding Jesus? 
 

 Matthew 3:16, 17 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a 
voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.  
 

 Matthew 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

 
Who did the disciples think Jesus was? 
 

 Matthew 16:15, 16 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. 

– Peter expressed the faith of the 12 disciples. They knew that Jesus was 
the Son of the Living God.  

 
 John 11:27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 

Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.  
 

 Matthew 14:33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

 
Did Satan and his demons know who Jesus was? 
 

 Luke 4:3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command 
this stone that it be made bread.  

– Satan, before his fall from heaven, knew that Jesus was the Son of God. 
In the wilderness of temptation the devil challenged this fact. 

 
 Luke 8:28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, 

and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.  
 

 Mark 5:7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that 
thou torment me not. 

– Even the demons, or fallen angels, knew the identity of Christ. 
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Is there anyone else referred to as the ‘Son of God’? 
 

 Luke 3:38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which 
was the son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

– Adam was the son of God by creation (Genesis 5:1). Also the angels (Job 
38:7)  
 

 1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew him not.  

– We are sons of God by adoption (Romans 8:15) 
 
Did Jesus become the Son of God at Bethlehem? 
 

 Da:3:25: He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is 
like the Son of God. 
 

 Proverb:30:4: Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended?  who 
hath gathered the wind in his fists?  who hath bound the waters in a 
garment?  who hath established all the ends of the earth?  what is his 
name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell? 

- It’s before his birth in Bethlehem 
 
What did the Son of God inherit? 
 

 Hebrews 1:4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  

– The Son of God inherited the name of His Father. 
 
 Exodus 23:20, 21 Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the 

way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of 
him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your 
transgressions: for my name is in him.  

– The Son of God had His Father’s name long before Bethlehem, thus 
teaching that He was begotten of His Father long before the incarnation.  
 

 John 5:26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself.  

– The very same life that the Father has was given to His Son by 
inheritance. This is immortal, original life that the Son can give to those 
who believe (John 17:2). This was done at creation as well, when the Son 
gave life to all creatures. The Father’s life flows out to all through the 
beloved Son. 
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The importance of Jesus being the literal Son of God. 
 

 1 John 2:22, 23 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the 
Son hath the Father also.  

– If we deny that Jesus is the Son, we have the spirit of Satan (antichrist). 
In so doing we also deny the Father.  

 
 1 John 5:10, 11 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 

himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.  

 
 John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 

believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.  

 
 John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his 
name. 

 
What important question did Jesus ask the blind man? 
 

 John 9:35-38 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had 
found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He 
answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? And 
Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh 
with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.  

– Believing on the Son of God is our life-line. 
 
Why did the Jews kill Christ? 
 

 Matthew 26:63-65 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us 
whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou 
hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have 
heard his blasphemy. 

– Jesus’ answer “thou hast said” means ‘you have said right/correctly’ 
 
 John 19:7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he 

ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.  
– They refused to accept Jesus was indeed the Son of God. They knew that 

such a claim made Him equal with God. (John 10:33) 
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The Holy Spirit 
 
What is the Biblical definition for “Spirit”? 
 

 Isaiah 40:13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his 
counsellor hath taught him?  
 

 Romans 11:34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counsellor? 

– Here we learn the plain Bible definition for “spirit”. Spirit = mind. Spirit 
of the Lord = mind of the Lord.  
 

 John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

– Jesus plainly taught that His words are two things: spirit and life. Thus 
teaching that spirit = life. This spirit/life is in his words. Words express 
our thoughts/mind. God’s words express His divine mind. Now we can 
build this formula: spirit = mind = life. 

 
Is the spirit of man a different individual to the man? 
 

 Daniel 2:1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him. 

– Who was troubled here? Is it the king himself or someone else? It is 
certainly the king. His spirit, which is his mind, was troubled. His spirit 
is not a different individual to him! 

 
What did Jesus promise before He left? 
 

 John 14:16, 17, 26 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit 
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

– Jesus will send a Comforter. The Comforter is the Spirit of truth. It is the 
Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit. 

 
Where does this Spirit come from? 
 

 John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he shall testify of me. 

– The Holy Spirit comes from the Father. Proceeds from the Father. It 
means to go forth, to issue from. 
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What will this Spirit do? 
 

 Mark 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no 
thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but 
whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye 
that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

– The Holy Spirit will give us the right words. 
 

 Matthew 10:20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you. 

– It is the Spirit of the Father. So the Father has a spirit, and that spirit is 
a holy spirit. The word ‘Holy’ is an adjective. 

 
How can we hurt God? 
 

 Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. 

– When we grieve the holy spirit of God we hurt God Himself, not someone 
else. We can’t hurt God physically, but we can hurt His feelings. 
 

 Genesis 6:3, 6 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with 
man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty 
years. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. 

– God was hurt by the wickedness of man before the Flood. They grieved 
His Holy Spirit, they grieved Him at His heart. 

 
How many sprits are there? 
 

 Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling. 

– There is only one Spirit, not two or three. This one spirit is shared by the 
Father and Son. It is both the spirit of God and the spirit of Christ. 
 

 Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. 

– So the Spirit of the Father and Christ is the same one Spirit. The Father 
and Son share that one spirit/life/mind. 

 
So when we receive the Holy Spirit who do we receive? 
 

 John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him. 

– In receiving the Holy Spirit we actually receive the Father and the Son, 
not someone else different to them. The Holy Spirit is the personal 
presence of Christ Himself. 
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Who comes to us to be our Comforter? 
 

 John 14:18, 19 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a 
little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I 
live, ye shall live also. 

– Jesus Christ is our Comforter! It is Jesus, not another person, who 
comforts us in our trials on this earth. 

 
Who will the Father send to the converted? 
 

 Acts 3:19, 20 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you. 

– He will send forth Jesus. 
 
When we receive the Spirit of Jesus, is that someone different to 
Christ? 
 

 2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty. 

– The Lord is Jesus (1 Corinthians 8:6). So if there is one Lord, and there 
is one Spirit, and the Lord is that Spirit it follows then that Christ comes 
to us as the Holy Spirit. He Himself comes as a personal Comforter, not 
a different individual, nor an impersonal force. 

 
What did Christ say about His words? 
 

 John 6:63 The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life. 

– In other words the Spirit is Life. We can obtain this life by taking in the 
word of God. 
 

– When the word of Christ abides in us we have life. We have the Spirit of 
God. Christ abides in our hearts by His words, which are spirit and life! 

 
How many Divine Beings 
 
How many Divine Beings have a physical form? 
 

 Father's Form: I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was] white as snow, and the 
hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, 
[and] his wheels [as] burning fire. (Dan 7:9) 

 
 Son's Form: And in the midst of the seven candlesticks [one] like unto the 

Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the 
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paps with a golden girdle.  His head and [his] hairs [were] white like wool, 
as white as snow; and his eyes [were] as a flame of fire;  And his feet like 
unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the 
sound of many waters.  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and 
out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance 
[was] as the sun shineth in his strength.  (Rev 1:13-16) 

 
How many Divine Beings sit on thrones? 
 

 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the  throne of God and of the Lamb. 
 

 And there shall be no more curse: but the  throne of God and of the  
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him (Rev 22:1, 3) (Rev 
7:15,17) 

 
How many Divine Beings have a kingdom? 
 

 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom 
of  Christ and  of God. (Eph 5:5) (See Matt 6:33, John 18:36) 

 
How many Divine Beings communicate with each other? 
 

 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. (Matt 3:17) 

 
 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and 

behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  (Matt 17:5) 

 
 Then they took away the stone [from the place] where the dead was 

laid. And Jesus lifted up [his] eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that 
thou hast heard me. And I knew that  thou hearest me always: but 
because of the people which stand by I said [it], that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me. (John  11:41,42 ) 

 
How many Divine Beings are praised by the whole creation? 
 

 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, [be] unto  him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. (Rev 5:13) 
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How many Divine Beings are hated? 
 

 He that hateth  me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them 
the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated  both me and my Father. (John 15:23,24) 

 
Persecutors persecute believers because they have not known how many Divine 
Beings? 
 

 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And these 
things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, 
nor me.  (John 16:2,3) 

 
The counsel of peace was and is between how many Divine Beings? 
 

 Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, 
and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his 
throne: and the counsel of peace shall be  between them both. (Zech 6:13) 

 
 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the  man [that is] 

my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. (Zech 
13:7) 

 
How many Divine Beings are involved in the judgment? 
 

 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the  Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. (Dan 7:13) 

 
 

How many Divine Beings will the believers fellowship with? 
 
 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship [is] with the  
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  (1 John 1:3) 

 
How many Divine Beings are involved in the everlasting gospel? 
 

 For  God so loved the world, that he gave his only  begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For  God sent not his  Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  (John 3:16-
18) 

 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

261 
 
 

 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that  God 
sent his  only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved  God, but that he loved us, and sent  
his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins.  (1 John  4:9,10) 

 
Whose name will be written on the believers? 
 

 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the  name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, [which is] new Jerusalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and [I will write upon him]  
my new name. (Rev 3:12) 

 
Sinners will flee from how many Divine Beings? 
 

 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the  
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the  wrath of the Lamb:  (Rev 
6:16) 

 
Paul, Peter, James, and John in their greetings to the churches tell us that grace and 
peace come from how many Divine Beings? 
 

 Grace [be] unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and [from] the  Lord 
Jesus Christ.  (1 Cor 1:3). (See all the greetings in the following epistles 
1 Cor 1:2, Gal 1:3, Eph 1:2, Phil 1:2, Col 1:2-3, I Thess 1:3, II Thess 1:2, 
I Tim 1:2, II Tim 1:2, Tit 1:1,4, Phile 1:3, James 1:1, I Pet 1:2, II Pet 1:2, 
I John 1:3, II John 1:3, Jude1:1, Rev 1:1) 

 
How many Divine Beings does the Antichrist deny? 
 

 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is 
antichrist, that denieth the  Father and the Son. (1 John 2:22) 

 
How many Divine Beings commanded Paul to be an Apostle? 
 

 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of  God our Saviour, 
and  Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope; (1 Tim 1:1) 

 
Before how many Divine Beings does Paul charge Timothy? 
 

 I charge [thee] before  God, and the  Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect 
angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before 
another, doing nothing by partiality.  (1 Tim  5:21) 

 
Jesus loved how many Divine Beings? 
 

 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father 
gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.  (John 14:31) 
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How many Divine Beings loved Jesus? 
 

 As the  Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.  
(John 15:9) 

 
 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and 

that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will 
declare [it]: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.  (John 17:23,26) 

 
How many Divine Beings are one with each other? 
 

 "I and My Father are one." (John 10:30) 
 
How many Divine Beings were with Jesus? 
 

 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do 
always those things that please him. (John 8:29) 

 
 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, 

every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 
because  the Father is with me.  (John 16:32) 

 
How many Divine Beings were glorified by Jesus? 
 

 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, [saying], 
I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.  (John 12:28) 

 
 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: (John 17:1) 

 
How many Divine Beings are working? 
 

 But Jesus answered them,  My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. (John  
5:17) 

 
How many Divine Beings are the temple in Heaven? 

 
 And I saw no temple therein: for the  Lord God Almighty and the  Lamb  

are the temple of it. 
 

 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. (Rev 
21:22,23) 
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This is a snippet of what the bible talks about the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Now let us see if Ellen White and the Pioneers agree with it. 
 
Ellen White and the Pioneers 
 
The philosophies on the personality of God and Christ and the Holy Spirit that we 
see in Adventism is nothing but the destruction on the sanctuary and atonement. 
This is how the messenger saw it and this is how the leading ministers saw it: 
 

“In a representation which passed before me, I saw a certain work being 
done by medical missionary workers. Our ministering brethren were looking 
on, watching what was being done, but they did not seem to understand. 
The foundation of our faith, which was established by so much prayer, such 
earnest searching of the Scriptures, was being taken down, pillar by pillar. 
Our faith was to have nothing to rest upon–the sanctuary was gone, the 
atonement was gone. I realized that something must be done. The battle 
nearly killed me.” {Sermons and Talks Volume One, p. 344} 

 
 I feel my spirit stirred within me. I feel to the depth of my being that the 

truth must be borne to other countries and nations and to all classes. Let 
the missionaries of the cross proclaim that there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and man, who is Jesus Christ the Son of the 
Infinite God. This needs to be proclaimed throughout every church in our 
land. Christians need to know this, and not put man where God should be, 
that they may no longer be worshipers of idols, but of the living God. 
Idolatry exists in our churches. [Means had] better be employed to save souls 
from death, which would be placing jewels in the crown of Jesus Christ and 
stars in our own crowns in the kingdom of heaven. {Ms40-1891} 
 

 God would have the rulers of the nations know that He is the supreme Ruler. 
Those who preside over the affairs of nations should realize that there is a 
King of kings. The man who does not know God as his Father, and Jesus 
Christ as the only begotten Son of the infinite God, can not rule wisely. 
He who has been placed where he has authority over others should seek the 
Lord for wisdom, that he may govern wisely the subjects of God's kingdom. 
An earthly ruler can not exercise authority wisely or set an example that is 
safe to follow, unless he obtains wisdom from God, who is too wise to err 
and too good to do injustice to His human subjects.  {3MR 37.1} 
 

 The light that I have received I have written out, and much of it is now 
shining through my printed books—Great Controversy, Patriarchs and 
Prophets, Desire of Ages, and many other works. When I visited Battle Creek 
in the summer of 1904, we had to meet opposition from those who ought to 
have sustained me; and one day, before speaking in the tabernacle, I asked 
that a copy of each of my books be brought into the tabernacle and placed 
on the rostrum. And then, while speaking, I appealed to the great 
congregation, among whom there were some who used to listen to my 
husband and myself years in the past at Battle Creek. “You desire to 
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hear what Sister White believes,” I said. “She believes that Jesus Christ 
is a personal Saviour, just as she has ever believed. She does not try to 
do away with His personality, and put Him into a leaf or a flower or 
anything else that He has created.” These natural things are the works of 
His creation. Our heavenly Father is the God of the universe, and Christ 
is the divine Son, the One equal with the Father. And now here are the 
books I have written, in which is contained the light given me. I have 
been unable to attend school since an early age, and the teachings in 
these books originate from a source higher than that of man. For thirty-
six years my husband and myself labored side by side. Time and again 
we had to meet all phases of error and apostasy, and at such times special 
light would shine forth with beauty and clearness from the Word of God; 
and thus light has come. I can no more question the work that God has 
given me to do than I can question the fact that I am living today. {Ms49-
1906} 

 
Judson Sylvaneous Washburn (1863 – 1955) 
{Portions of a letter written by J. S. Washburn in 1939.} (This letter was liked by a 
conference president so much that he distributed it to 32 of his ministers.). In 
Section 7 I gave the letter in its fullness but here I quote a portion: 
 
The letter by Washburn “The Trinity” 
 

“The doctrine of the Trinity is a cruel heathen monstrosity, removing 
Jesus from his true position of Divine Savior and Mediator. It is true 
we can not measure or define divinity. It is beyond our finite 
understanding, yet on this subject of the personality of God the Bible is 
very simple and plain. The Father, the Ancient of Days, is from eternity. 
Jesus was begotten of the Father. Jesus speaking through the Psalmist 
says: "The Lord (Jehovah) has said unto me, Thou art my son, this day have 
I begotten thee." - Psalm 2:7. Again in Proverbs (where Jesus is spoken of 
under the title of wisdom, See 1 Cor. 1:24), we read: "The Lord (Jehovah) 
possessed me in the beginning of his way" v. 22 "Before the mountains were 
settled, before the hills was I brought forth." - v. 24. The Son says he was 
brought forth, begotten, born of His Father (Jehovah). 
 
Satan has taken some heathen conception of a three-headed monstrosity, 
and with deliberate intention to cast contempt upon divinity, has woven it 
into Romanism as our glorious God, an impossible, absurd invention. This 
monstrous doctrine transplanted  from heathenism  into  the  Roman  
Papal Church is seeking to intrude its evil presence into the teachings 
of the Third Angel’s Message. …And the fact that Christ is not the 
mediator in the Roman Church demonstrates that the Trinity destroys 
the truth that Christ is the one, the only mediator. The so-called 
Christian Church, the Papacy, that originated the doctrine of the 
Trinity, does not recognize him as the only mediator but substitutes a 
multitude of ghosts of dead men and women as mediators. If you hold 
the Trinity doctrine, in reality, Christ is no longer your mediator. …  
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The whole Trinity doctrine is utterly foreign to all the Bible and  the 
teachings of the  Spirit  of  Prophecy.  Revelation gives not  the slightest 
hint of it. This monstrous heathen conception finds no place in all the 
free  universe  of  our  Blessed  heavenly  Father  and  His  Son,  our  
Lord  and Savior, Jesus Christ…The Catholic heathen doctrine of the 
Sunday Sabbath is just as sacred as the Catholic pagan doctrine of the 
Trinity and no more so…Seventh-day Adventists claim to take the word of 
God as supreme authority and to have "come out of Babylon", to have 
renounced forever the vain traditions of Rome. If we should go back to 
the immortality of the soul, purgatory, eternal torment and  the  
Sunday  Sabbath,  would  that  be  anything  less  than  apostasy?  If, 
however, we leap over all these minor, secondary doctrines and accept 
and teach the very central root doctrine of Romanism, the Trinity, and 
teach that the son of God did not die, even though our words seem to be 
spiritual, is this anything else or anything less than apostasy, and the 
very Omega of apostasy? 
 
However kindly or beautiful or apparently profound his sermons or articles 
may be, when a man has arrived at the place where he teaches the 
heathen Catholic doctrine of the Trinity, and denies that the Son of God 
died for us, is he a true Seventh-day Adventist? Is he even a true 
preacher of the Gospel? And when many regard him as a great teacher 
and accept his unscriptural theories, absolutely contrary to the Spirit of 
Prophecy, it is time that the watchmen should sound a note of 
warning.”  

 
 "The dedication of the firstborn had its origin in earliest times. God had 

promised to give the Firstborn of heaven to save the sinner. Every 
household was to acknowledge this gift by consecrating the firstborn 
son. He was to be devoted to the priesthood, as a representative of Christ 
among us." {HH 19.3} 

 
 As fundamental errors, we might class with this counterfeit sabbath other 

errors which Protestants have brought away from the Catholic church, 
such as sprinkling for baptism, the trinity, the consciousness of the dead 
and eternal life in misery. The mass who have held these fundamental 
errors, have doubtless done it ignorantly; but can it be supposed that the 
church of Christ will carry along with her these errors till the judgment 
scenes burst upon the world? We think not. J. S. White, Review & Herald, 
September 12, 1854 

 
 The doctrine of the Trinity which was established in the church by the 

council of Nicea, A. D. 325. This doctrine destroys the personality of God, 
and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The infamous measures by which it 
was forced upon the church which appear upon the pages of 
ecclesiastical history might well cause every believer in that doctrine to 
blush. J. N. Andrews, Review & Herald, March 6, 1855 
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 QUESTION: What serious objection is there to the doctrine of the Trinity? 

ANSWER: There are many objections which we might urge, but on account 
of our limited space we shall reduce them to the three following: 1. It is 
contrary to common sense. 2. It is contrary to scripture. 3. Its origin is 
Pagan and fabulous. ... This doctrine of the trinity was brought into the 
church about the same time with image worship, and keeping the day 
of the sun, and is but Persian doctrine remodeled. J. N. Loughborough, 
Review & Herald, November, 1861 

 
 Respecting the trinity, I concluded that it was an impossibility for me to 

believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, was also the 
Almighty God, the Father, one and the same being. I said to my father, "If 
you can convince me that we are one in this sense, that you are my 
father, and I your son; and also that I am your father, and you my son, 
then I can believe in the trinity. J. Bates, The Autobiography of Elder 
Joseph Bates, pp. 204, 205. 1868 

 
 Our reviewer seems to be somewhat displeased at our reference to the 

doctrine of the trinity, a doctrine which is confessedly in the highest degree 
unphilosophical, unreasonable, and unreconcilable with common sense, 
which leads us to conclude that we were not incorrect in supposing him to 
be a believer in the doctrine. J. H. Kellogg, Review and Herald, August 19th 
1880 

 
M.E. Cornell 

 “The mass of Protestants believe with Catholics in the Trinity, immortality 
of the soul, consciousness of the dead, rewards and punishments at death, 
the endless torture of the wicked, inheritance of the saints beyond the skies, 
sprinkling for baptism, and the PAGAN SUNDAY for the Sabbath; all of 
which is contrary to the spirit and letter of the New Testament.”     M.E 
Cornell Facts for the Times  1858 

 
 “The Trinity, or the triune God, is unknown to the Bible;    and I have 

entertained the idea that doctrines which require     words coined in the 
human mind to express them, are     coined doctrines. R.F. Cottrell Review 
& Herald  June 1, 1869 

 
J.H.Waggoner 

 “They take the denial of a trinity to be equivalent to a denial    of the 
divinity of Christ. Were that the case, we should cling    to the doctrine 
of a trinity as tenaciously as any can; but it is    not the case. 'There 
were some very early that turned the doctrine of the    Trinity into 
Tritheism, and, instead of three divine persons…    brought in three 
collateral, coordinate, and self-originated    beings, making them three 
absolute and independent principles,.. which is the most proper notion 
of three gods. The great mistake of Trinitarians, in arguing this subject, 
is    this: they make no distinction between a denial of a trinity    and a 
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denial of the divinity of Christ. They see only the two    extremes, 
between which the truth lies. J.H. Waggoner The Atonement p. 165  1868 

 
 You are mistaken in supposing that S. D. Adventists teach     that Christ 

was ever created. They believe, on the contrary,     that he was 
‘begotten’ of the Father, and that he can     properly be called God and 
worshiped as such. They hold to the distinct personality of the Father 
and Son,     rejecting as absurd that feature of Trinitarianism which       
insists that God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit are three     persons, 
and yet but one person”  W.H. Littlejohn RH 4-17-83 

 
 Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one as he was one with his Father. 

This prayer did not contemplate one disciple with twelve heads, but twelve 
disciples, made one in object and effort in the cause of their master. Neither 
are the Father and the Son parts of the “three-one God.” They are two 
distinct beings, yet one in the design and accomplishment of 
redemption.” {James White, 1868, Life Incidents, p 343} 
 

 “The way spiritualizes have disposed of or denied the only Lord God and our 
Lord Jesus Christ is first using the old unscriptural Trinitarian creed viz., 
that Jesus Christ is the eternal God, though they have not one passage to 
support it, while we have plain scripture testimony in abundance that he is 
the Son of the eternal God.” {James White, Jan 24 1846, The Day Star} 
 

 In the night season I am speaking to you in your gatherings. I have been 
shown that you must draw together, just as you would clasp your fingers in 
prayer. Read the prayer that Christ offered for His people just before His 
trial and crucifixion. Christ in His human nature suffered disappointment 
and trials. When I read in the Bible of how many refused to believe that 
Christ was the Son of God, sadness fills my heart. We read that even His 
own brethren refused to believe in Him. {Lt398-1906} 
 

 Teach the students that their life is a talent, to be highly appreciated, and 
to be dedicated to the Lord. Teach them that they are to work in Christ’s 
lives. Students, your life is God’s property. He has entrusted it to you that 
you may carefully study how you can best honor and glorify Him. You are 
really the Lord’s, for He created you. You are His by redemption, for He gave 
His life for you. Who was it that paid the price of the ransom for your 
deliverance from Satan? It was the only begotten Son of God. He was the 
Majesty of heaven, and for His sake, you should appreciate every power, 
every organ, every sinew and muscle. Preserve every portion of the living 
machinery, that you may use it for God. Preserve it for Him. {Lt103-1897} 
 

 What is it to be a Christian? It is to be like Christ. Who is Christ? The Son 
of the living God. He is the One who wrought out the plan of salvation for 
the fallen race. Every blessing we have comes through this Source, through 
Jesus Christ. Anyone who would entertain the idea that it is a great sacrifice 
to become a Christian should remember, when seated around the family 
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board partaking of the bounties there, that all these blessings come from 
Jesus Christ. It was in consequence of sin that man was shut out from the 
throne of God, but Christ steps in and pays the price; and through His merits 
man is brought back in favor with God. {Ms16-1886} 
 

 The Bible to me is the voice of God. I have the witness in myself that the 
word of God is true, and that Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God. I am 
following no cunningly devised fable."  {ST, September 3, 1894 par. 4} 
 

 “The inexplicable Trinity that makes the Godhead three in one and one 
in three, is bad enough; but that ultra Unitarianism that makes Christ 
inferior to the Father is worse. Did God say to an inferior, ‘Let us make 
man in our image?” {James White, Nov 29, 1877, Review and Herald} “To 
assert that the sayings of the Son and his apostles are the 
commandments of the Father, is as wide from the truth as the old 
trinitarian absurdity that Jesus Christ is the very and eternal God.” 
{James White, Aug 5, 1852, Review and Herald – Vol. 3 No. 7 P 52 Par 42} 

 
 “Here we might mention the Trinity, which does away the personality of 

God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, and of sprinkling or pouring instead of 
being “buried with Christ in baptism,” “planted in the likeness of his death:” 
but we pass from these fables to notice one that is held sacred by nearly all 
professed Christians, both Catholic and Protestant. It is, the change of the 
Sabbath of the fourth commandment...” {James White, Dec 11 1855, Review 
and Herald, Vol. 7, no. 11, P 85 Par 16} 
 

 “Bro. Cottrell is nearly eighty years of age, remembers the dark day of 1780, 
and has been a Sabbath-keeper morethan thirty years. He was formerly 
united with the Seventh-Day Baptists, but on some points of doctrine has 
differed from that body. He rejected the doctrine of the trinity, also the 
doctrine of man’s consciousness between death and the resurrection, 
and the punishment of the wicked in eternal consciousness. He believed 
that the wicked would be destroyed. Bro. Cottrell buried his wife not long 
since, who, it is said, was one of the excellent of the earth. Not long since, 
this aged pilgrim received a letter from friends in Wisconsin, purporting to 
be from M. Cottrell, his wife, who sleeps in Jesus. But he, believing that the 
dead know not anything, was prepared to reject at once the heresy that the 
spirits of the dead, knowing everything, come back and converse with the 
living. Thus truth is a staff in his old age. He has three sons in Mill Grove, 
who, with their families are Sabbath keepers.” {J. S. White, Review & Herald, 
June 9, 1853} 

 
 "We invite all to compare the testimonies of the Holy Spirit through Mrs. W., 

with the word of God. And in this we do not invite you to compare them with 
your creed. That is quite another thing. The trinitarian may compare 
them with his creed, and because they do not agree with it, condemn 
them. The observer of Sunday, or the man who holds eternal torment an 
important truth, and the minister that sprinkles infants, may each condemn 
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the testimonies of Mrs. W. because they do not agree with their peculiar 
views. And a hundred more, each holding different views. may come to the 
same conclusion. But their genuineness can never be tested in this way." 
(Advent Review and Herald of the Sabbath, 13-6-1871, p. 204, 3rd column). 
 

 "The principal difference between the two bodies is the immortality 
question. The S. D. Adventists hold the divinity of Christ so nearly with 
the trinitarian, that we apprehend no trial here. And as the practical 
application of the subject of the Gifts of the Spirit to our people and to 
our work is better understood by our S. D. Baptist brethren, they 
manifest less concern for us on this account." (James White, Review and 
Herald, Oct 12, 1876) 
 

In the June 6, 1871 issue of the "Advent Review and Herald of the Sabbath" 
 

 "We had hoped to leave Battle Creek a week sooner; but a pressure of 
business at the publishing house, relating to our periodicals and 
publications, the new building, the Health Institute, and matters relative to 
the prosperity of our people in the city, detained us till May 30, when we left 
in company with Mrs. W. and Bro. and sister Abbey. We had been laboring 
so intensely, that the freedom and rest of a good seat with friends in the 
elegant coach of the fast train upon the Michigan Central Railroad, was a 
luxury that words cannot express...  
 
The heat of the afternoon is intense. Happy for us, there is no dust upon the 
track; hence, doors and windows are all open. And now, as we look up from 
our imperfect pencilings (which enlists our deepest sympathy for the 
printer), we look as far as the sight of the eye can extend, over the ever-
varying scenery that rapidly passes to the rear, or over which we pass, of 
meadow, and pasture covered with herds of cattle and horses, of corn and 
grain, and of groves, natural and planted. Way yonder, on the distant 
prairie, are a dozen teams cultivating corn, which to a real Yankee, might 
somewhat resemble so many small boats off the New England coast. There 
is no labor in travel here. The eye is ever feasting upon nature's grandest, 
ever-shifting, and most beautiful scenery. The mind goes out, with the sight 
of the eye, in more expanded views of the glory of God in nature, and the 
heart warms, and beats more freely and firmly as it partakes in sympathy 
of the general good cheer. This to the man of care, and mental toil, is 
recreation...  
 
Here, upon the train, we met a man of marked physical and mental powers, 
just returning from his missionary field in China. Early he had the 
advantages of the highest schools of New England, and has spent twenty-
four years of the best of his life in China. He has now returned with his 
family to find homes for his four children, the eldest of which is but nine 
years of age, and then will return to spend the balance of his energies in 
that distant land. As we conversed with this gentleman, feelings of profound 
respect were aroused for the sacrifice he has made, and is still making. 
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Would God that a similar spirit of self-sacrifice would get hold of our people 
in behalf of benighted men and women in our own land.  
 
This missionary seemed very liberal in his feelings toward all Christians. 
But after catechizing us upon the trinity, and finding that we were not 
sound upon the subject of his triune God, he became earnest in 
denouncing unitarianism, which takes from Christ his divinity, and 
leaves him but a man. Here, as far as our views were concerned, he was 
combating a man of straw. We do not deny the divinity of Christ. We 
delight in giving full credit to all those strong expressions of Scripture which 
exalt the Son of God. We believe him to be the divine person addressed by 
Jehovah in the words, " Let us make man." He was with the Father before 
the world was. He came from God, and he says, "I go to him that sent me." 
The apostle speaks of Christ as he now is, our mediator, having laid aside 
our nature. "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous."  
 
The simple language of the Scriptures represent the Father and Son as two 
distinct persons. With this view of the subject there are meaning and force 
to language which speaks of the Father and the Son. But to say that Jesus 
Christ "is the very and eternal God," makes him his own son, and his 
own father, and that he came from himself, and went to himself. And 
when the Father sends Jesus Christ, whom the Heavens must receive till 
the times of restitution, it will simply be Jesus Christ, or the eternal 
Father sending himself.  
 
We have not as much sympathy with Unitarians that deny the divinity of 
Christ, as with Trinitarians who hold that the Son is the eternal Father, 
and talk so mistily about the three-one God. Give the Master all that 
divinity with which the Holy Scriptures clothe him. Our adorable Redeemer 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, and let all the people say, Amen!  
 
Thank Heaven! Here we may sing, Worthy, worthy, is the Lamb; and on the 
other shore, by the grace of God, we will join all the redeemed in the highest 
ascriptions of praise for their salvation to both Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and the Lamb, forever and ever." 

 
 The dedication of the FIRST-BORN HAD ITS ORIGIN IN THE EARLIEST 

TIMES. GOD HAD PROMISED TO GIVE THE FIRST-BORN OF HEAVEN TO 
SAVE THE SINNER. This gift was to be acknowledged in every household by 
the consecration of the first-born son. He was to be devoted to the 
priesthood, as a representative of Christ among men.  {DA 51.1}  

 
 Christ brought men and women power to overcome. He came to this world 

in human form, to live a man among men. He assumed the liabilities of 
human nature, to be proved and tried. In His humanity He was a partaker 
of the divine nature. In His incarnation he gained in a new sense the title 
of the Son of God. Said the angel to Mary, “The power of the Highest shall 
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overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing that shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God.” While the son of a human being, 
Christ became the Son of God in a new sense. Thus He stood in our 
world—the Son of God, yet allying Himself by birth to the human race. 
{Ms22-1905} 

 
 FROM ETERNITY THERE WAS A COMPLETE UNITY BETWEEN THE FATHER 

AND THE SON. THEY WERE TWO, YET LITTLE SHORT OF BEING 
IDENTICAL; TWO IN INDIVIDUALITY, YET ONE IN SPIRIT, AND HEART, 
AND CHARACTER.  {YI, December 16, 1897 par. 5} 

 
 It is not men whom we are to exalt and worship; it is God, the only true and 

living God, to whom our worship and reverence are due. According to the 
teaching of the Scriptures, it dishonors God to address ministers as 
"reverend." No mortal has any right to attach this to his own name, or to 
the name of any other human being. It belongs only to God, to distinguish 
Him from every other being. . . . "Holy and reverend is his name." We 
dishonor God when we use this word where it does not belong. . . . THE 
FATHER AND THE SON ALONE ARE TO BE EXALTED. {SD 58.5}  

 
This is from Ellen White not us: 

 Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; 
therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, 
go to His Father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. 
The Holy Spirit is Himself, divested of the personality of humanity, and 
independent thereof. He would represent Himself as present in all places 
by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent. “But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall [although 
unseen by you] teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.... Nevertheless, I tell you 
the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 
{Lt119-1895} 

 
[“although unseen by you”] remember John 14:17, 22, 23. Compare with the 
following quote a commentary of the above texts 
 

 That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the 
world, was a mystery to the disciples. They could not understand the 
words of Christ in their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the 
outward, visible manifestation. They could not take in the fact that they 
could have the presence of Christ with them, and yet He be unseen by 
the world. They did not understand the meaning of a spiritual 
manifestation. {Ms44-1897} 
 

 The Lord is soon to come. We want that complete and perfect 
understanding which the Lord alone can give. It is not safe to catch the 
spirit from another. We want the HOLY SPIRIT, WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST. 
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If we commune with God, we shall have strength and grace and efficiency. 
{Lt66-1894} 

 
Compare the quote above with the following three for proof that the Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of Jesus.  
 
 Those who are waiting for the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ cannot mingle with those who are lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God, who are seeking amusement in games and pleasure parties. 
As faithful watchmen they must proclaim the warning, “The morning 
cometh, and also the night.” CHRIST HAS LEFT HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO BE 
HIS REPRESENTATIVE IN THE WORLD, TO GIVE CELESTIAL AID TO EVERY 
HUNGERING, THIRSTING SOUL. Heavenly inspiration is still imparted to 
men, and it is the work of those who have had light, to let light shine forth 
to those who are in darkness. Let no one feel inclined to hide his light. Those 
who hide their light so that the world may not distinguish between them and 
those who walk in darkness will soon lose all power to diffuse light. They 
are the ones who are represented by the five foolish virgins, and when the 
crisis comes, when the call is heard, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye 
out to meet him,” they will arouse at last to find that their lamps have gone 
out, that they have mixed with the elements of the world and have not 
provided themselves with the oil of grace. They were lulled to sleep by the 
cry of peace and safety, and did not keep lamps trimmed and burning. 
Aroused to their darkness they plead for oil, but it is impossible for one 
Christian to impart character to another soul. {Lt84-1895} 

 
In the quote below the brother would not be send to the field because he didn’t 
believe that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, which is Christ. Sister White 
responded that what the brothers believed was true and he should come in 
harmony with them before he be send to the field 
 
 I have received yours dated June 3. In this letter you speak in these words: 

"Elder Robinson does not wish me to leave, but urges that I enter the 
canvassing field until such time as the conference can afford to employ me 
in some other capacity, but states positively that I cannot be sent out to 
present the truth to others until some points held by me are changed 
or modified in order that the views regarded by us as a people should 
be properly set forth. He quotes as a sample, 'My idea in reference to the 
Holy Ghost's not being the Spirit of God, which is Christ, but the angel 
Gabriel, and my belief that the 144,000 will be Jews who will acknowledge 
Jesus as the Messiah. On all fundamental points I am in perfect harmony 
with our people; but when I try to show what seems to me to be new light 
on the truth, those in authority, none of whom have seemingly ever 
made a personal investigation of the matter, refuse to look into the 
Bible, but brand me as a fellow with queer ideas of the Bible.'"  {14MR 
175.1} My brother, you have asked me candidly for advice. Please read with 
attention John 17:17-27. I quote verses 20 to 23: [verses 20-23, quoted].  
{14MR 175.2} It is your privilege and your duty to seek for this oneness, 
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this unity, and thus answer the prayer of Christ. This prayer is full of 
instruction and consolation. As our intercessor in heaven, Christ is ever 
working for the unity of His people. In order to be in harmony with 
heaven, we must seek to be one in faith and in practice.  {14MR 175.3} 

 
 Our German and Danish and Swedish brethren have no good reason for 

not being able to act in harmony in the publishing work. Those who 
believe the truth should remember that they are God's little children, that 
they are under His training. Let them be thankful to God for His manifold 
mercies and be kind to one another. They have one God and one Saviour; 
and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their ranks.  {9T 
189.3}   

 
 The Holy Spirit indites all genuine prayer. I have learned to know that in all 

my intercessions the Spirit intercedes for me and for all saints; but his 
intercessions are according to the will of God, never contrary to his will. 
"The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities;" and the Spirit, being God, knoweth 
the mind of God; therefore in every prayer of ours for the sick, or for other 
needs, the will of God is to be regarded. "For what man knoweth the things 
of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." If we are taught of God, we 
shall pray in conformity to his revealed will, and in submission to his will 
which we know not. We are to make supplication according to the will of 
God, relying on the precious word, and believing that Christ not only gave 
himself for but to his disciples. The record declares, "He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost."  {ST, October 3, 1892 par. 
3} 
 

 The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to heaven, 
is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead, making manifest the 
power of divine grace to all who receive and believe in Christ as a 
personal Saviour. There are three living persons of the heavenly trio. 
In the name of these three powers,--the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and these 
powers will cooperate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts 
to live the new life in Christ.  {BTS, March 1, 1906 par. 2} 
 

 As by faith we look to Jesus, our faith pierces the shadow, and we adore God 
for His wondrous love in giving Jesus the Comforter.  {19MR 297.3} 
 

 Courage, energy, and perseverance they must possess. Though apparent 
impossibilities obstruct their way, by His grace they are to go forward. 
Instead of deploring difficulties, they are called upon to surmount them. 
They are to despair of nothing, and to hope for everything. With the golden 
chain of His matchless love, Christ had bound them to the throne of God. It 
is His purpose that the highest influence in the universe, emanating 
from the Source of all power, shall be theirs. They are to have power to 
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resist evil, power that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can master, power 
that will enable them to overcome as Christ overcame.  {GW 39.2} 
 

 What we want is the spirit of Jesus. When we have this, we shall love one 
another. Here are the credentials that we are to bear: "By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. We need to 
pray more; and when we have Christ abiding in the soul, his spirit in me 
will harmonize with his spirit in you; and he who controls our minds, 
controls also the heavenly intelligences, and they co-operate with us. Then 
in every council you will have the presence of One mighty in counsel. Jesus 
will be there. There will be no contention, no strife, no stirring up of the 
worst passions of the heart. What we want is to find refuge in Jesus. What 
we want is to be converted: And O, how I have longed for the converting 
power of God to go through our assemblies!  {1888 903.10} 
 

 Christ, our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit are constantly interceding in 
man's behalf, but the Spirit pleads not for us as does Christ, who 
presents His blood, shed from the foundation of the world; the Spirit 
works upon our hearts, drawing out prayers and penitence, praise and 
thanksgiving. The gratitude which flows from our lips is the result of the 
Spirit's striking the cords of the soul in holy memories, awakening the music 
of the heart.  {1SM 344.1} 

 
Compare the above with the below 
 

 While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the 
minister of the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, 
but His parting promise is fulfilled, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." Matthew 28:20. While He delegates His power to 
inferior ministers, His energizing presence is still with His church.  {DA 
166.2} 
 

 The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is sent to all men to give them 
sufficiency, that through His grace we might be complete in Him. The Lord 
has provided that we should always be under the teaching and influence of 
the Holy Spirit. We shall then discover that the law of God is holy, just, and 
good, and we would learn to delight in the law of God. We love the 
requirements of the law, and from our hearts render obedience to its 
requirements.  {14MR 84.3}   
 

 The Lord Jesus standing by the side of the canvasser, walking with 
them, is the chief worker. If we recognize Christ as the One who is with 
us to prepare the way, the Holy Spirit by our side will make impressions 
in just the lines needed.--Manual for Canvassers, p. 40. 
 

 It is not essential for you to know and be able to define just what the 
Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the 
Comforter is the Holy Ghost, "the Spirit of truth, which the Father shall send 
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in My name." "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth 
Him: but ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" [John 
14:16, 17]. This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called 
the Comforter. Again Jesus says, "I have yet many things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth is come, 
He will guide you into all truth" [John 16:12, 13].  {14MR 179.2} 
 

 You are to show the controlling influence of the power of God upon the 
human heart. God help us that we may be sanctified through the truth; and 
that sanctification shall have its influence to leaven those that are around 
us. Not the leaven of malice; not the leaven of jealousy; not the leaven of 
evil surmisings, but it is the leaven of the spirit of Jesus Christ, which is 
sent down from heaven, called the Holy Ghost, and that Spirit affects 
the heart and the character.  {1SAT 209.2}   
 

 Abiding peace, true rest of spirit, has but one Source. It was of this that 
Christ spoke when He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest." Matthew 11:28. "Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." John 14:27. 
This peace is not something that He gives apart from Himself. It is in 
Christ, and we can receive it only by receiving Him.  {MH 247.1} 
 

 There are today many as ignorant of the Holy Spirit's work upon the heart 
as were those believers in Ephesus; yet no truth is more clearly taught in 
the word of God. Prophets and apostles have dwelt upon this theme. Christ 
Himself calls our attention to the growth of the vegetable world as an 
illustration of the agency of His Spirit in sustaining spiritual life. The sap of 
the vine, ascending from the root, is diffused to the branches, sustaining 
growth and producing blossoms and fruit. So the life-giving power of the 
Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Saviour, pervades the soul, renews the 
motives and affections, and brings even the thoughts into obedience to 
the will of God, enabling the receiver to bear the precious fruit of holy 
deeds.  {AA 284.1} 
 

 The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die, is 
that the enemy has brought influences of a discouraging nature to bear 
upon trembling souls. He has sought to shut Jesus from their view as 
the Comforter, as one who reproves, who warns, who admonishes them, 
saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Christ has all power in heaven and 
in earth, and he can strengthen the wavering, and set right the erring. He 
can inspire with confidence, with hope in God; and confidence in God always 
results in creating confidence in one another.  {1888 696.1} 
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Compare the above with John 16:5-11 
 

 "I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you." The divine Spirit that 
the world's Redeemer promised to send, is the presence and power of 
God. He will not leave his people in the world destitute of his grace, to be 
buffeted by the enemy of God, and harassed by the oppression of the world; 
but he will come to them. The world cannot see the truth; they know not 
the Father or the Son, but it is only because they do not desire to know 
God, they do not wish to look upon Jesus, to see his goodness, his love, his 
heavenly attractions. Jesus is inviting all men to accept him; and wherever 
the heart is open to receive him, he will come in, gladdening the soul with 
the light and joy of his presence.  {ST, November 23, 1891 par. 1} 
 

 From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through 
human instrumentalities for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf 
of the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the 
church in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit 
to instruct them." Nehemiah 9:20. And in the days of the apostles He 
wrought mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The 
same power that sustained the patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith 
and courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has 
upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the 
power of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark Ages the Waldensian 
Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the 
same power that made successful the efforts of the noble men and women 
who pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions and for 
the translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations 
and peoples.  {AA 53.1} 

 
Compare the above with 1Peter 1:10-12 
 

 We need, my sister, greater benevolence, greater humility first, then the 
simplicity of Christ will appear; contention will cease, because it is an 
offensive thing and grieves the Holy Spirit of God. No one who truly enjoys 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ will be fractious, suspicious, criticizing, accusing. 
Why? Because Christ is abiding in the soul temple. Under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, the whole multitude of them that believed were of "one heart 
and of one mind." The Spirit of Christ animated the whole and became 
the whole heart of the whole community. Every pulse beat in concert.  
{21MR 155.6} 
 

 Education, culture, the exercise of the will, human effort, all have their 
proper sphere, but here they are powerless. They may produce an outward 
correctness of behavior, but they cannot change the heart; they cannot 
purify the springs of life. There must be a power working from within, a 
new life from above, before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That 
power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of the 
soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.  {SC 18.1} 
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 The only defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in the heart 

through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become vitally connected 
with God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-
indulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many bad habits, for 
the time we may part company with Satan; but without a vital connection 
with God, through the surrender of ourselves to Him moment by moment, 
we shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance with Christ, and a 
continual communion, we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his 
bidding in the end.--DA 324 (1898) 
 

 Others declared that they were led of the Spirit; but there are two 
spirits in the world,--the Spirit of God and the spirit of Satan. {ST, 
November 24, 1887 par. 7} 
 

 When trials overshadow the soul, remember the words of Christ, remember 
that He is an unseen presence in the person of the Holy Spirit, and He 
will be the peace and comfort given you, manifesting to you that He is with 
you, the Sun of Righteousness, chasing away your darkness. "If a man love 
me," Christ said, "he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."  Be of good cheer; 
light will come, and your soul will rejoice greatly in the Lord.--Letter 124, 
1897. 
 

 Christ used the wind as a symbol of the Spirit of God. As the wind bloweth 
whither it listeth, and we cannot tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth, 
so it is with the Spirit of God. We do not know through whom it will be 
manifested. But I speak not my own words when I say that God's Spirit will 
pass by those who have had their day of test and opportunity, but who have 
not distinguished the voice of God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit. 
Then thousands in the eleventh hour will see and acknowledge the truth. 
"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the 
reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed" (Amos 9:13). These 
conversions to truth will be made with a rapidity that will surprise the 
church, and God's name alone will be glorified.  {1888 747.2} 
 

Reactionary Theology and Misrepresentations 
 
There is a document out there that our pioneers became Trinitarians and came to 
believe the Holy Spirit to be a person as the Father and Son. This document has 
been authored by Brother Derrick Gillespie and it can be found at 
https://www.scribd.com/document/358774678/Uriah-Smith-s-Godhead-
Changes-After-1888-4th-edition. This is has been used by some Trinitarians as a 
standard work to promote their Trinitarian views. Because of the busy schedules 
am having going through and compiling Seventh day Adventist History on this 
subject, I wrote to Brothers Gary Hullquist, Terry Hill and Brother Jason Smith to 
spare their time and respond to me on this document. I will use their replies 
because I deem the replies worthy and I couldn’t do any better than what they 
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wrote back since Brothers Gary and Terry are older than me in this field of research 
and third generation Seventh day Adventists and have seen this controversy rise 
and escalate and have had an experience in the message and Brother Jason has 
been a student of this matter for some time now and dealt with this controversies 
in SAU first hand. 
 
To 
Gary Hullquist  
 

Hello Elder 
 
Hope God has kept you and fellow brethren in health. Can you tell me more 
and on this 
 
URIAH SMITH AND HIS TRINITARIAN CHANGES 
 
https://www.scribd.com/mobile/document/358774678/Uriah-Smith-s-
Godhead-Changes-After-1888 

 
Blessings 
Matthew 24:14 
 
Gary Hullquist <gary@hullquist.com>  
 
To 
Sami LW  
 

This document begins by disputing Paul William’s claim that Ellen White 
never rebuked Uriah Smith for his non-trinitarian theology. He partially 
quotes a letter from her to Uriah dated December 31, 1890 which is 
non-specific in regard to exactly what he was doing that was “at cross 
purposes” and what were the “deceptions” he was “practicing.”  Gillespie 
infers that it is his understanding of the Godhead about which EGW is 
admonishing him.  He ends by quoting after ellipses, “…The office of the 
Holy Spirit is to take the things of Christ as they fall from his lips and 
infuse them as living principles into the hearts opened to receive them. 
Then we will know both the Father and the Son…”  His intention appears 
to be an attempt to feature the occurrence of the terms “Holy Spirit”, “the 
Father and the Son” in close proximity to each other implying that there 
are indeed three in the Godhead, though this is not actually stated. 
 
He states that the 1888 Minneapolis General Conference featured “two 
main controversial issues”. The reality is that there was no controversy 
over the “full Deity” of Christ neither before, during, nor after the 
conference. There was at that time only one issue of debate: the law in 
Galatians and Uriah Smith and G.I. Butler were the main opposers to 
Jones and Waggoner with whom Ellen White sided and was criticized by 
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Smith and Butler who alleged that she was being influenced by the two 
young editors from the west coast. 
 
Gillespie places in quotations marks “Almighty God-hood” and that Jesus 
our Lord is our “Almighty” God, just like the Father.  No references are 
provided that we might verify that these expressions were actually made or 
whether (more likely) they represent his personal convictions. 
 
The letter by S.G. Haughey is likewise not documented as to source, 
consequently, verification cannot be made. However, the significance of 
such terms as “his fullness” is left undefined as to any particular specificity 
other than (again apparently in the opinion of Mr. Gillespie) it related to 
“the Godhead.”  The wording of “a restricted concept of Christ” is very 
reminiscent of LeRoy Froom’s writing style, raising the possibility that this 
letter may be part of an exchange with him during his investigations for 
writing Movement of Destiny. 
 
The timing of Mrs. White’s quotes from Cumming and Boardman were 
related to Kellogg’s initial pantheistic and then later overt trinitarian 
statements beginning in 1897. Gillespie wants to tie them to 1888 
because they occurred “after” that date. 
 
Gillespie then makes reference to several reported statements, recorded by 
stenographers, two that were only 3 months apart in 1906 and not released 
for publication until 1976 and 2015 respectively, that Ellen white is claimed 
to have said the saints would “fall down and worship the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit” and that there are “three holiest beings in heaven”. 
He complains that observing that these were not published and 
authenticated by Ellen White during her lifetime is “making of none effect 
the testimonies”. Recognition should honestly be made that Ellen White 
warned against taking such reported sayings of her in place of “her 
published works.” 
 
His link to another Scribd document:  
https://www.scribd.com/document/356730652/Proofs-We-Should-
Worship-the-Spirit-as-SDAs 
 
With statements by what he labels as SDA Pioneers and includes an 1896 
quote by George C. Tenney (Gillespie misspells his name as Tenny) who later 
aligned himself with Kellogg in Battle Creek. In 1896 he was an associate 
editor under Uriah Smith for the Review and Herald. The quote is an answer 
to a reader’s question on page 10 of this 16 page issue. “Please explain 1 
John 5:8. (1) Is the word ‘spirit’ synonymous with Holy Ghost of verse 7? (2) 
What is the Holy Ghost? How do we receive it, through God, or through 
angels? (3) Is the Comforter of John 16:7, 8 the Holy Ghost? If so, how can 
it be alluded to as “him” and “he”? C.W.W. 
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Tenney responds to (1) by noting “It is not in the Revised Version, and it 
is well understood by Biblical scholars that those words were inserted 
by some one who desired to render more prominent an erroneous idea 
of the dogma of the Trinity.”  He then observes how the Spirit must be 
more than simply an influence and provides a liberal example of personal 
pronouns to demonstrate the fact. This is not an area of debate or dispute. 
The Comforter is Christ Himself divested of His personality of humanity; the 
Spirit of truth, the Spirit of Christ, is as much a person as God is a person 
because Christ is the express image of His Father’s person. 
 
Tenney, however, is showing early signs of moving toward a position that 
will ultimately lead him into an affinity with Kellogg’s endorsement of the 
trinity. Ellen would then send him a letter in 1906 expressing her concern: 
 
“Brother [G.C.] Tenney, you have been drawn away from the truth more 
than you have known.” “If you had remained away from the seducing 
influences that Satan is exerting at the present time in Battle Creek, you 
might yet be standing on vantage ground.” “We are very sorry to see 
the result of gathering a large number to Battle Creek. Ministers who 
have been believers in the foundation truths that have made us what 
we are—Seventh-day Adventists; ministers who went to Battle Creek to 
teach and uphold the truths of the Bible, are now, when old and gray-
headed, turning from the grand truths of the Bible, and accepting 
infidel sentiments. This means that the next step will be a denial of a 
personal God”  Letter 208, 1906 in The Retirement Years 1990 p. 78. 
 
If Gillespie can use a vague letter to Uriah Smith that makes no mention of 
anything related to the personality of God, I should be able to appeal to one 
that does. 
 
Gillespie refers to a RH Jan 4, 1881 article where EGW is said to include the 
Spirit as worthy of “worship”.  In reviewing this issue we find on page 2 
under “Our Contributors” Mrs. E.G. White authored “Literary Societies” 
where she laments that these are too often led by “minds that have not 
been brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ” and in “these 
meetings…the Spirit of Christ is excluded”. 
 
On page 3 EGW wrote a piece entitled “The House of the Lord” and directs 
her attention to the need for church members to contribute to the financial 
support of the tabernacle. 
 
On page 4 she writes on “The New Year” and continues her concern for the 
church to be liberal in their offerings and sacrifice self-indulgence for the 
cause of God’s work. She ends her appeal with these words: “…let us 
consecrate to Him all that we are, and all that we have, and then may 
we all unite to swell the song,-- 
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“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
 
Her inclusion of the Doxology is taken as evidence that she was 
endorsing the “worship” of the “Holy Ghost” as a separate divine person, 
different from the Father and Son—the third person of the Godhead. 
 
Tenney had stated that the Holy Spirit was “an object of veneration” but 
provided no Scriptural reference to support this. I would welcome brother 
Gillespie to do so if possible and others who wish to. 
 
The collection of hymns demonstrating the Spirit and Comforter was 
included in the hymns of praise deserves comment.  No. 104 in “Christ in 
Song” (currently No. 260 in the SDA Hymnal) is not completely quoted. Only 
portions of two verses is produced. The chorus is significantly 
missing:  “Fill me now, fill me now; Jesus, come and fill me now.” 
 
This is in harmony with Ellen White’s frequent recognition that it is the Spirit 
of Jesus, the Spirit of Christ, the Omnipresence of Christ, that comes to us, 
dwells in us, is with us always even to the end of the world. 
 
The issue is not over whether the Holy Spirit deserves worship or praise, or 
whether He is a person or it is not—the real issue is recognizing Who the 
Spirit is, the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:10, 1Peter 1:10,11, who is the Spirit 
of prophecy Revelation 19:10, the angel of His presence Isaiah 63:9. 
 

Terry Hill 
 
Uriah Smith certainly never taught the trinity. I cannot remember him either 
using the word. Perhaps he did but I cannot recall it. I would be surprised if 
he did use it 
 
A good measuring stick to what Smith believed, especially in his later years, 
is to look in his book ‘Looking unto Jesus’. It was a highly publicized book. 
In 1938, 40 years after its publication, it was recommended to be read as 
an aid to the SS quarterly. Its content was centred in the sanctuary. Smith’s 
book was published the same year as the Desire of Ages (1898), this is after 
2 years when Gillespie supposes Uriah taught Trinity. Everyone spoke very 
highly of it. You can read what the church said about it here in Section 39 
(Non-trinitarian articles and books – no objections from Ellen White). I find 
it very interesting. You will see how highly it was regarded. 
 
http://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/SBDH.htm 
 
Here are some extracts from Smith’s book. How anyone could read 
trinitarianism into this is beyond me. Smith wrote such as 
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“God alone is without beginning.” (Uriah Smith, Looking unto Jesus, page 10, 
chapter 2, ‘Christ as Creator’ 1898) 
 
He then said of the Son of God 
 
“At the earliest epoch when a beginning could be, — a period so remote that 
to finite minds it is essentially eternity, — appeared the Word.” (Ibid) 
 
After quoting John 1:1, Uriah Smith then said of Christ 
 
“This uncreated Word was the Being, who, in the fulness of time, was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us. His beginning was not like that of any other 
being in the universe. It is set forth in the mysterious expressions, “his 
[God’s] only begotten Son” (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9), “the only begotten of the 
Father” (John 1:14), and, “I proceeded forth and came from God.” John 8:42. 
Thus it appears that by some divine impulse or process, not creation, known 
only to Omniscience, and possible only to Omnipotence, the Son of God 
appeared.” (Ibid) 
 
With regards to the Holy Spirit (which obviously is of interest to you) Smith 
wrote 
 
“And then the Holy Spirit (by an infirmity of translation called ‘‘the Holy 
Ghost”), the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the divine afflatus and 
medium of their power, representative of them both (Ps. 139:7), was in 
existence also.” (Ibid) 
 
Not exactly trinitarian is it? He later said 
 
“With the Son, the evolution of deity, as deity, ceased. All else, of things 
animate or inanimate, has come in by creation of the Father and the Son — 
the Father the antecedent cause, the Son the acting agent through whom 
all has been wrought.” (Uriah Smith, Looking unto Jesus, page 10, chapter 
2, ‘Christ as Creator’ 1898) 
 
This is what was then believed and taught, in 1898, by the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. It was that Christ is God Himself in the person of the Son. 
The latter is why it brought no objection - either from Ellen White or anyone 
else. It is also why Smith’s book passed the book committee.  
 
Now look at what Jerry Moon says in the SDA publication ‘The Trinity’ 
 
“Uriah Smith’s Looking Unto Jesus was the most comprehensive and 
carefully nuanced exposition of the non-trinitarian view among 
Adventists.” (Jerry Moon, ‘The Trinity’, chapter 13 ‘Trinity and anti-
trinitarianism in Seventh-day Adventist history’ page 196, 2002) 
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Jerry Moon did not recognize Smith as being a trinitarian. After reading 
the above, how could he? It would be impossible. 
 
George Knight, referring to 1898 when ‘The Desire of Ages’ was published, 
said this in the ‘Ministry’ magazine of Oct 1993 
 
“That same year also saw the publication of Looking Unto Jesus, by 
Uriah Smith.” (George Knight, Ministry, October 1993, ‘Adventists and 
Change) 
 
He then said 
 
“According to Smith, "God [the Father] alone is without beginning. At 
the earliest epoch when a beginning could be--a period so remote that 
to finite minds it is essentially eternity-- appeared the Word." Thus on 
this topic Smith was in harmony with one of his archrivals, E. J. 
Waggoner, who had published the exact sentiments earlier in the 
decade.” (Ibid) 
 
This is what I said previously. Smith was antagonistic towards Waggoner at 
the 1888 GC regarding the law in Galatians but he was totally in harmony 
with him concerning the Godhead. 
 
Merlin Burt did not recognize Smith as a trinitarian. He said 
 
“The year 1898 was central to the development of Adventist 
understanding on Christ’s eternal pre-existence. In that year Uriah 
Smith’s Looking Unto Jesus and Ellen White’s Desire of Ages took 
opposite positions on Christ’s eternity.” (Merlin D. Burt, 1996, ‘Demise of 
Semi-Arianism and anti-trinitarianism in Adventist theology, 1888-1957, 
page 9, chapter 2, ‘A time of transition: 1888-1900’) 
 
Burt then says 
 
“Looking Unto Jesus presented the traditional “old view” that Christ was 
“begotten” of the Father in the ages of eternity. Desire of Ages gave a 
“new view” that Jesus was the eternal self-existent second person of the 
Godhead.” (Ibid) 
 
I don’t think you need me to explain anything there. I hope this helps. 
 
theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk 
theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk 
 
Re Uriah Smith 
 
It is much better to quote in full. That way the complete picture can be seen. 
Smith maintained there is no command in Scripture to worship the Holy 
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Spirit. In the Question and Answer Corner, a reader sent in this question 
(under the heading “WORSHIPING THE HOLY SPIRIT’). 
 
“Do the Scriptures warrant the praise or worship of the Holy Spirit? If not, does 
not the last line of the doxology contain an unscriptural sentiment? D. H. 
 
Answer.--- WE KNOW OF NO PLACE IN THE BIBLE where we are commanded 
to worship the Holy Spirit, as was commanded in the case of Christ (Heb. 
1 : 6), or where we find an example of the worship of the Holy Spirit, as 
in the case of Christ. Luke 21: 52. Yet in the formula for baptism, the name 
" Holy Ghost," or "Holy Spirit," is associated with that of the Father and the Son. 
And if the name can be thus used, why could it not properly stand as a part of 
the same trinity in the hymn of praise, " Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost " ? 
 
<><><> 
 
Re the so called Alonzo Jones quote in the UK Present Truth of 1908 
 
First of all it is no use quoting Alonzo Jones in 1908 for what SDA’s believed. 
By then he had apostatised from the church. He had gone over to the side of 
Kellogg (complete with the trinity and pantheism). He would use the word 
trinity. Ellen White warned him not to get involved with Kellogg. Jones ignored 
her. He paid the price for it. Ellen White said that Jones had gone out from us 
and that he could no longer be trusted. She continued to plead with him. He 
was disfellowshipped shortly afterwards. I think it was in1907 that his 
ministerial credentials were withdrawn. He was very antagonistic towards the 
church. He joined up with Ballenger against the church. 
 
Secondly, it was not a quote from Jones anyway. It was a quote from the 18th 
century puritan reformer Jonathan Edwards. It was only a little snippet. What 
is quoted is all that there was (as below) 
 
“THE Person by Whom God will judge the world is Jesus Christ, God Man. The 
second Person in the Trinity, that same Person of Whom we read in our Bibles, 
Who was born of the Virgin Mary, lived in Galilee and Judea, and was at last 
crucified without the gates of Jerusalem, will come to judge the world both in 
His divine and human nature, in the same human body that was crucified, and 
rose again, and ascended up into heaven. Acts 1:11 : "This same Jesus which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven." Jonathan Edwards 
 
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) was a Congregational preacher and 
theologian. He was born the same year as John Wesley (1703). This is said to 
be a quote from his ‘Discourse on the trinity’. He has been highly criticised for 
his views on the trinity. 
 
“And this I suppose to be that blessed Trinity that we read of in the holy 
Scriptures. The Father is the Deity subsisting in the prime, unoriginated and 
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most absolute manner, or the Deity in its direct existence. The Son is the Deity 
generated by God’s understanding, or having an idea of himself, and 
subsisting in that idea. The Holy Ghost is the Deity subsisting in act or the 
divine essence flowing out and breathed forth, in God’s infinite love to and 
delight in himself. And I believe the whole divine essence does truly and 
distinctly subsist both in the divine idea and divine love, and that therefore 
each of them are properly distinct persons.” (Discourse on the Trinity) 
 
As you can see, Edwards depicts the Holy Spirit as a divine act of love. 
 
<><><> 
 
Re Haskell’s book 
 
I cannot find the word ‘trinity’ in ‘The Story of the Seer of Patmos’. The page 
quoted (page 132) is all about European history. Where did you get that quote? 
I cannot find anything like it in the book. 
 
In one place Haskell did write 
 
“Back in the ages, which finite mind cannot fathom, the Father and Son were 
alone in the universe. Christ was the first begotten of the Father, and to Him 
Jehovah made known the divine plan of Creation.” Page 93 Where is the Holy 
Spirit in Haskell's thinking???? 
 
<><><> 
 

Jason Smith 
 
Gillespie uses a very polemical style of writing. We see this especially in his 
phrases such as:  
 

 “...the dissident SDA anti-trintiarians troubling the organized SDA 
Church…”  

 “…the SDA dissidents in the matter of the Godhead doctrine…”  
 “…the dissidents have either failed to give the full story, or have 

denied and twisted the facts….”  
 “….by one dissident Paul Williams…”  
 “…the dissident author…” 

 
Etc., etc..... 
It would appear that “dissident” is a favorite term that brother Gillespie likes 
to use for those who see the doctrine of the Godhead differently that he 
does. Now the great irony here is that he, by his own admission, actually 
views the Godhead differently than the SDA church itself does since he 
professes that the pre-incarnate Son of God was "indeed begotten" to use 
his own terminology. Thus one could rightfully call him a “dissident” too and 
I wonder how he would feel about that label being thus applied.  
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It is also the case that like the “the dissidents” that he seeks to refute brother 
Gillespie himself sometimes fails to give the full story and denies and/or 
twists the facts. Let me give you an example of this taken from his 
document.  
 
Distortion # 1: Partial quoting gives a misleading impression: 
Gillespie wrote: …In 1902, while still refusing to accept the traditional 
mystical and speculative explanations about “the Trinity” in Christendom, 
E.J. Waggoner was now willing to deem God the following way, showing 
further marked changes in pioneer thinking:  
 
“…as to the Being of God, - the Godhead, - Divinity as revealed in the Father, 
the Word (the Son), and the Holy Spirit, we [SDAs] believe and teach just 
what the Bible says, and nothing else. No man can by searching find out 
God. No creature can understand the Almighty to perfection. The finite mind 
cannot comprehend infinity…”  E.J. Waggoner, The Present Truth for 1902 
– Vol. 18 – No. 06, pg. 83) [End Quote] 
 
Now how is this a distortion? Let’s look at the quote in its more complete 
literary context and place a caps emphasis on what brother Gillespie left 
off. 
 
“YOU ASK WHAT WE TEACH ABOUT THE TRINITY. INASMUCH AS WE FIND NO 
SUCH EXPRESSION IN THE SCRIPTURE, WE DO NOT TEACH ANYTHING ABOUT 
IT. BUT as to the Being of God,-the Godhead,-Divinity as revealed in the 
Father, the Word (the Son), and the Holy Spirit, we believe and teach just 
what the Bible says, and nothing else. No man can by searching find out 
God. No creature can understand the Almighty to perfection. The finite mind 
cannot comprehend infinity. THEREFORE, IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE 
TRINITY, ABOUT THE NATURE OF GOD, CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, ARE 
MANIFESTATIONS OF GROSS PRESUMPTION. (E.J. Waggoner “"The Editor's 
Private Corner. The Spirit that Witnesses" The Present Truth 18, 6. [1902]) 
 
Now why did brother Gillespie leave these parts off? After all they weren't 
very long. It seems very convenient doesn’t it? Please go back up and read 
it as he gave it. Did you notice the bracketed “[SDAs]” that he added to the 
quote? You see if he had included the full quote then it would have actually 
undermined the point he was trying to make with this quote! Let me show 
you how by placing his insertion consistently in the more complete quote.  
 
“You ask what we [SDAs] teach about the Trinity. Inasmuch as we [SDAs] 
find no such expression in the Scripture, we [SDAs] do not teach anything 
about it. But as to the Being of God,-the Godhead,-Divinity as revealed in the 
Father, the Word (the Son), and the Holy Spirit, we [SDAs] believe and teach 
just what the Bible says, and nothing else….”  (E.J. Waggoner “"The Editor's 
Private Corner. The Spirit that Witnesses" The Present Truth 18, 6. [1902]) 
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This full quote with a consistent interpretation of "we", actually undercuts 
the narrative that brother Gillespie is presenting. It would be saying that 
SDAs, in 1902, did not teach the trinity. That, presumably, is the reason 
why our brother did not give the full quote. You just really can't trust those 
"dissidents" can you?  
 
Brother Sami, when it comes to this ongoing debate in Adventism (SDA non-
trintiarian vs. SDA trinitarian) we are frequently dealing with very 
intelligent men who are filled with zeal for their specific agendas. And 
sometimes they manipulate the quotes in order to advance their goal. This 
happens frequently on both sides as objective, honest observers can see. It's 
a sad thing. Sister White gives us the following warning which all would do 
well to heed. Contextually she was speaking about what Satan did in the 
heavenly courts and how he is doing it now upon the earth.  
 
“He evaded the truth, and subtly worked to make good appear as evil, and 
evil as good. He has lost none of his tact, and through his agents, manifests 
the same diplomacy and skill in evading truth, in creating false issues, in 
misrepresenting the message and the messenger. Not only do we see his 
working in the world among those who openly oppose the truth, but also in 
the church his art is manifested in the divisions and controversies among 
those who profess to be the children of God. {RH October 18, 1892, par. 13} 
 
Moving on let’s look at another problem in brother Gillespie’s article.  
 
Distortion # 2: No specific reference and false attribution 
Derrick wrote: “Here following is an SDA pioneer, who was there on the 
scene in the 1890s (i.e. just after 1888), making plain what were the main 
issues of contention, which had even Uriah Smith resistant to newly 
unfolding truth. Note carefully the eye-opening words of SDA pioneer, S.G. 
Haughey, who lived in the time of the aftermath of the 1888 Conference, 
and was able to report ‘first-hand’ (inserts in brackets and emphases are 
mine). 
 
“Despite the misunderstandings and the polemics [controversies] in the 
decade FOLLOWING 1888, minds began increasingly to open to a truer and 
fuller concept of truth, as it is centered in Christ and His fullness. [of the 
Godhead]. The nineties were marked by a succession of powerful 
revivals…and confessions and a surrender to truth on the part of a growing 
majority of the Minneapolis [Conference of 1888] disputants…From 1888 to 
1890 Mrs. White constantly urged acceptance of the Righteousness of Christ 
as *special light calling for advance to higher ground… We were to become 
foremost among all professing Christians in preaching Christ IN ALL HIS 
FULLNESS. However, prior to 1888, with some still holding to a *RESTRICTED 
concept of Christ, that call was NOT previously sounded by her. Christ, in 
all His effulgence [glory], was now to be made pre-eminent. And Christ is to 
be lauded, not merely the message.” [about His saving righteousness]. *-- 
S.G. Haughey (Letter) [End Quote] 
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Now there are a couple of problems here.  
 
Problem # 1: No specific reference. 
Do you see the “*--S.G. Haughey (Letter)” reference up above? Where is the 
date? Which specific letter is being quoted? Whenever you see a generic 
reference like this you need to pause and question it. Why would this be? 
Wouldn't he give the actual reference if he had it? Could it be that something 
is being hidden from us here? Unfortunately this is the case.  
 
The actual source for this quote is Leroy Froom! Brother Gillespie is not 
actually quoting Stephen Gerard Haughey at all! Now maybe he thinks that 
he is but the reality is that he actually quoting the words of Leroy Froom’s 
summary from the book Movement of Destiny (which, by the way, actually 
contains some falsified history). I will put the full quote up so that you can 
see it for yourself. Please notice that brackets “[“ and the word “so” which 
brother Gillespie left off of the quote. Also please notice that he used ellipses 
to remove part of the quote which says “noted elsewhere” (I will put a caps 
emphasis on it). You see that “noted elsewhere” shows that it was actually 
Froom’s words and he was directing his readers to a point which he had 
“noted elsewhere” in his book. And finally if you keep reading you will see at 
the end of it all a reference to “the eternal verities.” This is a very conclusive 
evidence that, again, it’s Froom’s words here and not Haughey's! And, as 
we all know, Mr. Froom had a very clear agenda which he was seeking to 
justify. He’s not really a reliable witness on this particular subject. Here’s 
the full quote 
 
“8. RIGHTEOUSNESS CONTINUALLY STRESSED FROM 1893 TO 1903.—
According to S. G. Haughey, later president of the Nebraska Conference, at 
the 1893 General Conference, which he attended, following a solemn, 
searching appeal from Mrs. White for a work of reconciliation and 
confession, "Quite a number confessed their faults with broken hearts and 
accepted the testimony as presented to them." (See also General Conference 
Bulletin, 1893, p. 15.)  
 
“Also in 1903, at the General Conference at Oakland, California, Haughey 
adds that three series of studies were given—by A. T. Jones on the Third 
Angel's Message, R. C. Porter on the Righteousness of Christ, and W. W. 
Prescott on the Holy Spirit. Righteousness by Faith was still prominently 
stressed in our most important gatherings. (S. G. Haughey, Letter to L.E.F., 
April 13, 1930.) It characterized such gatherings in the nineties. And much 
literature on Righteousness by Faith was likewise published in the 1890's by 
Waggoner, Covert, and others. (Haughey, Letter to L.E.F., May 26, 1930.)  
 
“[SO, despite the misunderstandings and the polemics in the decade 
following 1888, minds began increasingly to open to a truer and fuller 
concept of truth, as it is centered in Christ and His fullness. The nineties 
were marked by a succession of powerful revivals and helpful institutes—
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and confessions and a surrender to truth on the part of a growing majority 
of the Minneapolis disputants, NOTED ELSEHWHERE. From 1888 to 1890 
Mrs. White constantly urged acceptance of the Righteousness of Christ as 
special light calling for advance to higher ground.  
 
“She warned that we had preached the law until we were as dry as the hills 
of Gilboa. We were to preach Christ in the law, Christ in the Sabbath, Christ 
in every doctrine. We were to become foremost among all professing 
Christians in preaching Christ in all His fullness. However, prior to 1888, 
with some still holding to a restricted concept of Christ, that call was not 
previously sounded by her. Christ, in all His effulgence, was now to be made 
pre-eminent. And Christ is to be lauded, not merely the message.  
 
“Under the new leadership—with 0. A. Olsen as president—a new emphasis 
followed 1888. Mrs. White encouraged and led out in revival meetings, 
writing articles and exhorting. Hers was the key voice calling the people 
upward, and warning of the impotence of man's effort in behalf of himself. 
The experience of 1888 rescued the church from the dangers of legalism. It 
opened minds to the sublime fullness of the Gospel in Christ. And it started 
a progressive correction of the misconception of a restricted Atonement that 
had earlier been set forth by Uriah Smith and J. H. Waggoner. These were 
tremendous gains. It was the recovery and restoration of the basic truths 
and provisions of Christianity—THE ETERNAL VERITIES.]  
 
“V. Succession of Confessions Follow 1888 Session  
 
“[It was not, however, until after the Conference had adjourned and the 
delegates had returned home and had had time to reflect more 
dispassionately upon the basic issues, that under the influence of the 
widespread revivals and institutes there came about a gradual turning and 
resultant acceptance of the truth of Righteousness by Faith by an increasing 
majority. Regrettably, however, certain pockets of resistance remained.  
 
“Following 1888 Mrs. White warned repeatedly of the peril of Christless 
preaching. She stressed Christ, union with Christ, the exaltation of Christ, 
and the supremacy of Christ as "all the fulness of the Godhead." She rebuked 
the concept that His was an imperfect sacrifice, and that salvation is by, or 
partly by, our own works. She became the foremost of all our writers in 
presenting Christ as our all-sufficient Righteousness. That was her insistent 
note.] (Leroy Froom, Movement of Destiny pg 263, 264) 
 
Brother Gillespie has done his readers a disservice here by excluding the 
brackets and some of the wording which demonstrates that these were 
Froom’s words here and not Haughey’s. He also has left the source for this 
material off. Why did he do this? He will have to answer that for himself. 
And, just as Froom did, he is making the same erroneous argument. That 
actually brings us to problem 2. 
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Problem # 2: Historical Context of All The fullness 
The next problem is that brother Gillespie is distorting the issue somewhat. 
Here he is probably simply reiterating a mistake made by those before him. 
It is a common idea among SDA pro-trinitarian scholars that the 1888 
message of Christ as all the fullness means the doctrine of the trinity. That 
is actually more wishful thinking than anything else. You see there was no 
doctrine taught at that time that the Holy Spirit was the third Person of the 
Godhead and neither was there a doctrine taught that Christ was from all 
eternity. Let us prove this now by quoting both Jones and Waggoner after 
1888: 
 
"The Scriptures declare that Christ is "the only-begotten Son of God." He is 
begotten, not created. As to when He was begotten, it is not for us to inquire, 
nor could our minds grasp it if we were told. [Micah 5:2 quoted.] THERE 
WAS A TIME WHEN CHRIST PROCEEDED FORTH AND CAME FROM GOD, 
from the bosom of the Father (John 8:42; 1:18), but THAT TIME WAS SO 
FAR BACK IN THE DAYS OF ETERNITY THAT TO FINITE COMPREHENSION 
IT IS PRACTICALLY WITHOUT BEGINNING. (E. J. Waggoner, 1890, Christ 
and His Righteousness, page 19-22) 
 
“He who was BORN IN THE FORM OF GOD took the form of man." In the 
flesh he was all the while as God, but he did not appear as God." "He divested 
himself of the form of God, and in its stead took the form and fashion of 
man" "The glories of the form of God, he for awhile relinquished." (A. T. 
Jones, General Conference Bulletin, March 4th 1895, ‘The Third Angel’s 
Message – No. 23’) 
 
Now these 2 quotes are from 1890 and 1895 respectively. This is clearly 
after 1888. Yet both men, at this point, were still teaching that the Son of 
God was “begotten” or “born.” And this event was seen as occurring way 
back in time. Thus it is impossible for “all the fullness,” which they taught 
belonged to Christ, to mean that He was existent from all eternity. E.J. 
Waggoner himself explained in 1889: 
 
“In arguing THE PERFECT EQUALITY OF THE FATHER AND THE SON, AND 
THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS IN VERY NATURE GOD, WE DO NOT DESIGN 
TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS TEACHING THAT THE FATHER WAS NOT 
BEFORE THE SON. It should not be necessary to guard this point, lest some 
should think that the Son existed as soon as the Father; yet some go to that 
extreme, which adds nothing to the dignity of Christ, but rather detracts 
from the honor due him, since many throw the whole thing away rather 
than accept a theory so obviously out of harmony with the language of 
Scripture, that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. He was begotten, not 
created. He is of the substance of the Father, so that in his very nature he 
is God; and since this is so “it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fullness dwell.” Col. 1:19 … While both are of the same nature, THE FATHER 
IS FIRST IN POINT OF TIME. He is also greater in that he had no beginning, 
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while Christ’s personality had a beginning “(E. J. Waggoner, The Signs of the 
Times, April 8, 1889)   
 
Now while I happen to disagree with Waggoner on this specific point I cannot 
distort the history, as some of our SDA pro-trinitarians scholars do, and 
make him out as if he taught something differently or that he ever became 
a trinitarian. That simply isn’t true. Waggoner was a Semi-Arian, non-
trinitarian and there is no evidence that he ever shifted from that position 
to become a trinitarian.  
 
The salient point here though is that the 1888 message did not present the 
full eternality of Son of God as many today try to make it out to do. That 
was not the meaning they understood by “all the fullness.” They still thought 
the Son of God was begotten at some incalculable point in eternity past of 
the Father’s substance. Yet even with that being so let's see what Sister 
White said of the message that was born at that time. We are quoting now 
from the EGW 1888 materials: 
 
"MESSAGES BEARING THE DIVINE CREDENTIALS have been sent to God's 
people; the glory, the majesty, the righteousness of Christ, full of goodness 
and truth, have been presented; THE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD IN 
JESUS CHRIST HAS BEEN SET FORTH AMONG US with beauty and 
loveliness, to charm all whose hearts were not closed with prejudice. We 
know that God has wrought among us. {1888 673.6} 
 
Did you catch it? The 1888 message (which was Semi-Arian, non-trinitarian) 
was, according to sister White, a presentation of “the fullness of the 
Godhead in Jesus Christ” and this had “been set forth among us.” Now 
truthfully it seems to me that certain of our trinitarian brothers and sisters 
do not believe that this could even be possible. They seem to think it totally 
impossible for the "fullness of the Godhead in Jesus Christ" to be set forth 
by men who teach that the pre-incarnate Son of God was begotten at some 
incalculable point in time of eternity past. Yet, as the quotes above 
demonstrate, sister White thought differently didn’t she? She declared that 
the fullness of Godhead in Jesus had already been set forth before the SDA 
people. This is a point that brother Gillespie seems to have missed. Let’s 
move on to another issue 
 
Distortion # 3: Did Uriah Smith’s doctrine of the Godhead change? 
I think this will be the last issue I tackle in brother Gillespie’s paper. He 
has created a narrative that suggests that Uriah Smith changed his view 
after an 1890 rebuke from Sister White. 
 
Now how brother Gillespie has set up this argument is by claiming that one 
of “the two main controversial issues which arose” out of the 1888 
Conference “was the matter of the full Deity or “Almighty God-hood (not just 
the divinity) of Jesus as one of the “constituent persons of the eternal 
Godhead.” As I have demonstrated above both Jones and Waggoner, in 
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1888, were semi-Arians. The actual history of the entry of the doctrine of 
the trinity into Seventh-day Adventism (the first occurrence of the word 
“trinity” in a positive sense is from 1891) has more to do with reaction to 
D.M. Canright’s criticisms than it does with anything that happened in 
1888. There is actually no record of any controversy about this matter back 
then with Uriah Smith or anyone else. The brethren were actually 
harmonious. In fact so much so that the next year Uriah Smith wrote, with 
respect to the Fundamental Principles of SDAs that had a non-trinitarian 
statement, that “so far as we know” there was “entire unanimity throughout 
the body” regarding the “principles features” of the faith (A Declaration of 
the Fundamental Principles Taught & Practiced by The Seventh-Day 
Adventists 1889 edition pg 4). 
 
And by the way let me quickly mention that the opposition that Smith and 
Butler had to Jones and Waggoner was actually over the law in 
Galatians.  And when Sister White came out clearly on the side of Jones and 
Waggoner they actually started to oppose her testimonies too. They 
mistakenly felt that the new doctrine was undermining the role of obedience 
to the law. That’s how they were fighting against righteousness by faith. 
The December 31st, 1890 letter that brother Gillespie has quoted is actually 
about that.  
 
What is happening here with brother Gillespie (and he appears to be 
following the same line of reasoning as Froom) is that he is bringing his 
own issue into the picture.  I am not going to get into this in detail right 
now but I will share a couple quotes just as a witness to help us properly 
understand what the rebuke was about specifically.  
 
“Elders Smith and Butler are very loathe to have anything said upon the law 
in Galatians, but I cannot see how it can be avoided. We must take the Bible 
as our standard, and we must diligently search its pages for light and 
evidences of truth. {Lt81-1888.7} 
 
“While the [General] Conference was in session at Minneapolis, there was 
coming over the wires from Battle Creek decided messages from Brother 
Butler to bring the people to a decision then, at that meeting, on the 
controverted point of the law in Galatians. {Ms13-1889.1} 
 
“I hear everywhere I go objections to the testimonies, quoting Elders Smith 
and Butler. They do not believe the testimonies; they do not accept that 
which Sister White has had in reproof of their course. Are not these good 
men? Have they not stood high in the work and cause of God? Then the seed 
of doubt and unbelief is sown in minds by those who have been themselves 
reproved. These men are, and have been for years, counteracting the work 
the Lord would have done to keep clear eyesight in the church and purge 
them from wrongs. {Lt20-1890.4} 
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Anyhow moving on the point here that I am trying to get at is whether 
or not brother Smith’s view on the Godhead changed. What brother 
Gillespie has done is taken a part of the letter to Uriah Smith and tried to 
use it to make his case that it did. Specifically it is this portion that he is 
using: 
 
“…The office of the Holy Spirit is to take the things of Christ as they fall 
from His lips and infuse them as living principles into the hearts opened to 
receive them. Then we will know both the Father and the Son. {Lt40-
1890.16} 
 
Now honestly this is a passing reference, a part of Mrs. White’s appeal for 
brother Smith to listen but just here brother Gillespie is trying to make it 
seem as if Mrs. White was rebuking brother Smith about this particular 
point, as if brother Smith was in error here and did not already believe this 
about the holy Spirit.  
 
Gillespie wrote: And despite the monumental changes taking place among 
SDA pioneers as it concerns Jesus' Deity and the Spirit's personhood, Uriah 
Smith continued to teach much of the earlier restricted viewpoints on Jesus 
having a beginning (despite what Hebrews 7:3 says), about the Spirit not 
being a person (despite contrary biblical evidence, e.g. Acts 13:1-4), and 
that he was not to be worshipped (despite Mrs. White's 1881 testimony in 
the Review indicating otherwise)...until Mrs. White rebuked him in 1890, and 
then certain marked changes begun to appear in his writings  
 
“WHY DID URIAH SMITH FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN 1896 SUPPORTIVELY 
SPEAK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE WORSHIPPED AS "PART OF THE SAME 
*TRINITY" ?  
 
“Notice carefully that the E.G. White letter of chastisement to Uriah Smith 
came in  December 1890. Notice below what he wrote in October 1890, 
which probably precipitated Mrs. White’s letter of rebuke to him later in that 
year, mostly regarding (by all indication) Godhead matters, and his ungodly 
treatment of a certain brother (while Smith served as board chairman of a 
certain SDA College). If you recall, Smith was one of the most vocal before 
1888 in opposing the concept of a “Trinity” and the Spirit being deemed a 
person, or someone to be prayed to, worshiped and served. And as late as 
October 28, 1890, he wrote (in opposition to the new “messages” of Mrs. 
White) 
 
"Respecting this Spirit [the Holy Spirit] , the Bible uses expressions which 
cannot be harmonized with the idea that it is a person like the Father and 
the Son. Rather it is shown to be *A DIVINE INFLUENCE  [a thing] from them 
both. Usually it is spoken of in a way to show that it cannot be a person, like 
the Father and the Son. If it were a person, it would be nothing strange for 
it to appear in bodily shape *like a man’s; and yet when it has so appeared, 
that fact has been noted as peculiar. Thus Luke 3:22 says: ‘and the Holy 
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Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove”. ---Uriah Smith, Review and 
Herald, Oct. 28, 1890 
 
“If from 1881 Mrs. White was ALREADY speaking of the Spirit as worthy of 
“worship" (Review, Jan. 4, 1881), and speaking of him in the 1890s as “the 
third person of the Godhead" of "three persons" in the "Eternal Godhead", 
who is "as much a person as God is a person" (E.G. White; 1899) then we 
can see why Mrs. White would write Uriah Smith in late 1890 to chastise 
him that he was working "at cross purposes" with God in Adventism. In 1890 
he was still rejecting the truth that the Spirit is a person. He was an upfront 
leader with much influence, and that is why she had to chastise him. See 
then why his 1896 first-time confession that the Spirit was part of "the same 
trinity" the Father and Son belonged to, and is worthy of praise? Hmmmm… 
[End Quote] 
 
Once again we find ourselves obliged to offer some correction here.  
First up, brother Gillespie is grasping at straws when he says that Mrs. 
White was “already speaking of the Spirit as worthy of worship” in 1881. 
What he is referring to here is Mrs. White’s reference to the doxology:  
 
“…Let cheerful freewill-offerings be brought to the Lord, let us consecrate 
to Him all that we are, and all that we have, and then may we all unite to 
swell the song,- 
 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” (Review and Herald “The New Year” 
January 4, 1881) 
 
Now if Mrs. White was “speaking of the Spirit as worthy of worship” by 
quoting the doxology hymn then this was actually the case in Seventh-day 
Adventism going back to 1849 via James White. If it’s good for gander then 
it is also good for the goose.  
 
Back in 1849 James White published the hymn book “Hymns for God’s 
Peculiar People, that Keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of 
Jesus.” It contained 53 hymns and what concerns us is the 53rd. 
  
"HYMN 53. 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him, above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
AMEN!” 
 
Now I suppose we have here just as much evidence to suggest that brother 
White was “speaking of the Spirit as worthy of worship” as we do with 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

295 
 
 

brother Gillespie’s usage of the RH Jan 4, 1881 article. Honestly, I think this 
would really trying to prove too much via this quote because brother White 
was a clear anti-trinitarian.  
 
Now let us make our specific point here even more clearly. According to 
brother Gillespie it was in 1896 that Uriah Smith made a “first time 
confession” that the holy Spirit was a part of the same trinity as Father and 
Son and worthy of praise. Certainly while this is the first time he ever used 
the word “trinity” in a positive sense that statement is somewhat misleading. 
If we look at the history we will see that brother Smith was actually a fan of 
the doxology and promoted its usage well before 1896 (also see distortion 
# 4 below to see what brother Gillespie left off from this particular Uriah 
Smith quote).  
 
You see in 1886 a SDA Hymnal was produced that was called “The Seventh-
day Adventist Hymn and Tune Book.” And while the hymn “Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty” found on pg 99 was edited to remove the God in three 
Persons reference (the church was non-trinitarian) the Doxology on pg 256 
still read “Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” Thus it was just like James 
White’s original 1849 hymnbook. And guess who was the secretary for the 
committee that was in charge of making this 1886 hymnbook? You guessed 
it! Uriah Smith! And G.I. Butler was the chairman. Quoting now from the 
relevant GC minutes: 
 
“The committee on new hymn book reported as follows:-- 
 
"We, your committee to consider plans for the production of a new hymn 
book, would submit the following report:-- 
  
"1. That a committee of twenty-five, of whom Elder George I. Butler shall be 
chairman and Elder U. Smith secretary, shall be chosen to gather up both 
hymns and music, and each individual, after due examination of what he 
collects, shall send it to the secretary of the committee. (GC Minutes 
Fourteenth Meeting, November 19, 1884, 2:30 P.M.) 
 
My point here is that Uriah Smith, somewhere in the interim between 1884 
to 1886, approved the usage of the doxology as a part of this committee! 
This does not bode well with our brother’s theory that Uriah Smith, in 1896, 
for the first time acknowledged the Holy Spirit as worthy of praise. That was 
clearly his position back in at least 1886 and, arguably, maybe even going 
back so far as 1849! There does not appear to be any real change in his 
doctrine here at all. You see the historical evidence shows that the SDA non-
trinitarian church had no problem with praising the Holy Spirit in song but 
that did NOT make them believers in the doctrine of the trinity. 
Unfortunately there are some who try to argue for SDA doctrine based off 
of hymnals but that is not a sound argument to make.  
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This brings us to another point. 
Brother Gillespie made a claim that Ellen White wrote of the holy Spirit in 
the “1890s as “the third person of the Godhead." Let’s stop right here and 
be more accurate.  We need to be more precise here. It was not until the 
later half of the 1890’s, specifically the year 1896 that Mrs. White wrote, 
for the first time, that the holy Spirit was “the third person of the Godhead” 
{Lt8-1896.2} 
 
Now why is this accuracy important here? It is important because brother 
Gillespie is trying to make it seem like Mrs. White wrote to Uriah Smith “in 
late 1890” to chastise him for “still rejecting the truth that the Spirit is a 
person.” This is a mathematically unsound argument. If she did not explicitly 
write this herself until 1896 then there’s no way that she wrote Uriah Smith 
back in 1890 to chastise him about it!  
 
Moving on let’s address yet another point of distortion seen in this 
article.  
Brother Gillespie has argued that in October 28, 1890 when Uriah Smith 
wrote about the Spirit as a Divine influence from both the Father and Son 
and that It could not be a person like the Father and Son that this was him 
opposing sister White. He suggested that this is what “probably precipitated 
Mrs. White’s letter of rebuke to him later that year which supposedly 
regarded (by all indications) Godhead matters and “then” certain marked 
changes began to appear in his writings. Supposedly this is what caused 
him to change a bit regarding the word “trinity” and praise to the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Now this is all speculation on his part. He really doesn’t know that at all. As 
we demonstrated above brother Smith was actually already using the 
doxology so there was no change there. Also, let us now check the history 
to see if he actually changed his view after the 1890 letter from Mrs. White 
which supposedly rebuked him on Godhead matters.  We are quoting him 
now and pay attention to the date.   
 
"It may not then be out of place for us to consider for a moment what this 
Spirit is, what ITS office is, what ITS relation to the world and to the church, 
and what the Lord through this proposes to do for his people. The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of God; IT is also the Spirit of Christ. IT IS THAT 
DIVINE, MYSTERIOUS EMANATION through which they carry forward their 
great and infinite work. IT is called the Eternal Spirit; IT is a spirit that is 
omniscient and omnipresent; IT is the spirit that moved, or brooded, upon 
the face of the waters in the early days when chaos reigned, and out of the 
chaos was brought the beauty and the glory of this world. IT IS THE 
AGENCY through which life is imparted; it is the medium through which all 
God’s blessings and graces come to his people.  IT is the Comforter; it is the 
Spirit of Truth; IT is the vital connection between us and our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ; for the apostle tells us that if we “have not the Spirit of Christ,” 
were are “none of his.” IT is a spirit which is tender; which can be insulted, 
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can be grieved, can be quenched. IT IS THE AGENCY through which we are 
to be introduced, if ever we are introduced to immortality…. You will notice 
in these few verses the apostle brings to view the THREE GREAT AGENCIES 
which are concerned in this work: God, the Father; Christ, his Son; and the 
Holy Spirit…. (Uriah Smith, “The Spirit of Prophecy and Our Relation To 
It,” The General Conference Bulletin, IV March 18, 1891 pg 146, 147). 
 
Now this was in March of 1891! Yet has a single thing changed about Uriah 
Smith’s doctrine? Not a thing. He has properly identified the Holy Spirit as 
the Spirit of God and also the Spirit of Christ. And he stated that “It is 
that divine, mysterious emanating through which they carry forward 
their great and infinite work”. And look how often he uses “It.” The article 
is covered with “It” references. Has anything really changed here? Not at all! 
Let’s look at what Uriah Smith used to teach:  
 
“1. We are baptized IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY 
GHOST. Matt. 28:19. By this we express our belief IN THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE ONE TRUE GOD, THE MEDIATION OF HIS SON, AND THE INFLUENCE 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.” (Uriah Smith, 1858, The Bible Students Assistant, 
pages 21, 22) 
 
You see Uriah Smith believed in three agencies – one true God, mediation of 
His Son and influence of the holy Spirit. Now how can we know for sure that 
Uriah Smith was still a non-trinitarian after the 1890 letter? How can we 
know that he didn’t change his view? Well let’s quote him some more shall 
we? 
 
“God alone is without beginning. At the earliest epoch when a beginning 
could be, - a period so remote that to finite minds it is essentially 
eternity, - appeared the Word. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1. This uncreated Word 
was the Being, who, in the fulness of time, was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us. His beginning was not like that of any other being in the universe. 
It is set forth in the mysterious expressions, “his [God’s] only begotten 
Son” (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9), “the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14), 
and, “I proceeded forth and came from God.” John 8:42. Thus it appears 
that by some divine impulse or process, not creation, known only to 
Omniscience, and possible only to Omnipotence, the Son of God 
appeared. And THEN the Holy Spirit (by an infirmity of translation called 
“the Holy Ghost”), THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, THE 
DIVINE AFFLATUS AND MEDIUM OF THEIR POWER, REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THEM BOTH (Psalm 139:7), WAS IN EXISTENCE ALSO. (Uriah Smith, 
Looking Unto Jesus pg 10, 1898)  
 
Any honest reader can see that this is still Semi-Arianism. This is not 
the doctrine of the trinity at all for brother Smith believed that the Son 
of God was not from all eternity but appeared so long ago that it was 
to finite minds “essentially eternity.” It was “by some divine impulse or 
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process” and when this occurred, it was “THEN” that the Holy Spirit was 
representative of Them (Father and Son) Both. If you keep reading he 
calls this “the evolution of deity” (Ibid pg 13). You see it is the begetting 
of the Son, in Uriah Smith’s theology, that was the prerequisite for the 
Holy Spirit to be representative of both the Father and the Son.  
 
And finally we note that in 1889 when the Fundamental Principle of Seventh-
day Adventists were slightly revised the doctrine of the Godhead remained 
the same. Now Uriah Smith is frequently credited with being the original 
author of these principles (i.e. Froom says this) but other sources say that 
it was James White with the help of others, maybe one of two. However Uriah 
Smith’s position in 1889 strongly suggests that it was his hand behind the 
1889 revision (or he played a major role in the process). Presumably that’s 
why the SDA yearbook, in later years, credited the statement itself to him. 
So assuming that is correct let’s quote from the 1889 revision shall we? 
 
“…THE FOLLOWING PROPOSITIONS may be taken as a summary of THE 
PRINCIPAL FEATURES OF THEIR RELIGIOUS FAITH, UPON WHICH THERE 
IS, SO FAR AS WE KNOW, ENTIRE UNANIMITY THROUGHOUT THE BODY.  
 
They believe, 
I- That there is one God, a personal, spiritual being, the creator of all 
things, omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal, infinite in wisdom, holiness, 
justice, goodness, truth and mercy; unchangeable, and everywhere present 
by his representative, the Holy Spirit. Ps. 139:7. 
 
II – That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father, 
the one by whom God created all things, and by whom they do consist…. (A 
Declaration of the Fundamental Principles Taught & Practiced by The 
Seventh-Day Adventists 1889 edition) 
 
Now why, pray tell, if Uriah Smith had been successfully rebuked by sister 
White back in 1890 and had changed his doctrine then why did he leave this 
fundamental principle exactly the same? Why didn't he put in there that the 
Holy Spirit was a Person and that God as a trinity? That absence would be 
quite strange wouldn't it? 
 
I would suggest instead that he had not been rebuked about this at all and 
thus his view was actually still the same and that’s why no revision was 
made by him here. The mounting evidence does not support brother 
Gillespie’s theory.  
 
And now I would like to close by pointing out yet another distortion. This is 
actually the same as the first one but now just a different quote will 
illustrate this. 
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Distortion # 4 (same as # 1): Partial quoting gives a misleading 
impression: 
Let us look at how brother Gillespie quotes Uriah Smith’s 1896 Review and 
Herald article:  
 
Gillespie wrote: “Do the Scriptures warrant the praise or worship of the Holy 
Spirit?...in the formula for baptism, the name " Holy Ghost," or "Holy Spirit," 
is associated with that of the Father and the Son. And if the name can be 
thus used, why could it not properly stand as a part of the same trinity in 
the hymn of praise, " Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost " -- Uriah Smith 
(“U.S.”), In the Question Chair, Review and Herald, 1896, Vol. 73, No. 43, pg 
685  
 
"By 1896, we see Uriah Smith changing a bit with regards to the word 
“trinity” and as it concerns praise to the separately listed Holy Spirit in “the 
same trinity”. It all seems logically tied together to the letter of rebuke. Keep 
in mind that this 1896 “trinity” defense, of sorts, from Uriah Smith was not 
just Uriah Smith using the word “trinity” as just an ‘innocent’ label for the 
Father, Aon and Holy Spirit (since he could have used “trio”), but he is using 
it in the context of WORSHIP DIRECTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT in “the same 
trinity”…knowing full well a “trinity” is “three persons”; not two.  Uriah 
Smith knew full well the implications of him using this formerly considered 
“heretical” Trinitarian term, and the implications of him defending worship 
of the Holy Spirit in those Trinitarian-type terms. Was he now leaning in the 
direction of endorsing certain aspects (not all) of the Trinity doctrine he had 
formerly frowned upon? You bet!... [End Quote] 
 
If this was a court case brother Gillespie the opposing attorney would object 
and it would most certainly be sustained that our brother is leading the 
witness. Brother Gillespie has written a great deal of speculation above, 
almost as if he were inside of Uriah Smith’s mind and can reveal exactly 
why brother Smith used the word. I suppose if he is free to speculate then 
so am I. Historical records show at this time that the church was under 
fierce attack due to D.M. Canright, particularly his book Seventh-day 
Adventism Renounced and a popularized charge from out of it that SDAs 
reject the doctrine of the trinity. It was reaction to this charge that first 
caused SDA pioneers to use the word “trinity” in a positive sense. They were 
aware of the ongoing discussion out in the larger Christian world which was 
impacting even SDA members and thus they exercised caution and a bit of 
semantic ingenuity in deflecting these criticism. Uriah Smith's 1896 usage 
of the word "trinity" would fit under that category. I have written elsewhere 
about the impact of Canright and the introduction of the trinity into 
Seventh-day Adventism so I will not rehash that here. Check “The 
Unaccountered Factor” [http://www.asitreads.com/shop/digital-book-
unaccounted-factors-jason-smith] 
 
Also, as I noted above, Uriah Smith was quite comfortable with the doxology 
many years prior to this so this defense is actually applicable all the way 
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going back to his decision between 1884-1886 to use the doxology in the 
new SDA hymnal. Finally please look at the ellipses brother Gillespie used 
above. Let’s examine once again what our brother left out of the quote and 
I will use a caps emphasis:  
 
“Do the Scriptures warrant the praise or worship of the Holy Spirit? IF NOT, 
DOES NOT THE LAST LINE OF THE DOXOLOGY CONTAIN AN UNSCRIPTURAL 
SENTIMENT? D. H. 
 
ANSWER.--- WE KNOW OF NO PLACE IN THE BIBLE WHERE WE ARE 
COMMANDED TO WORSHIP THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS WAS COMMANDED IN THE 
CASE OF CHRIST (HEB 1:6) OR WHERE WE FIND AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
WORSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IN THE CASE OF CHRIST. LUKE 21:52. YET 
in the formula for baptism, the name " Holy Ghost," or "Holy Spirit," is 
associated with that of the Father and the Son. And if the name can be thus 
used, why could it not properly stand as a part of the same trinity in the 
hymn of praise, " Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost " (Uriah Smith, RH Oct 
27, 1896) 
 
Now why did brother Gillespie leave all of this off? Especially the last line of 
the inquiry? Could it be that by including the full context then his theory 
that Uriah Smith had changed and was now leaning towards endorsing 
certain aspects of the doctrine of the trinity is very much undermined? The 
reality here is that if Mrs. White had actually rebuked Uriah Smith about 
the Godhead matter back in 1890 like brother Gillespie claims then U. Smith 
was clearly in rebellion against prophetic authority here in late 1896.  
 
I do not think the evidence supports that theory at all. Rather it supports 
the theory that Brother Smith’s view was still the same as it had always 
been because he had not been rebuked about this matter. He used the word 
“trinity” because that word, when used with a little “t,” simply means a group 
of three.  Let us demonstrate this from inspiration, and what I am going to 
quote, is EGW’s only usage, in her approximate 25 million words, of the 
word “trinity.”  
 
“This warning now comes to you, and what will you do with it? Will you say, 
“Have no fear of me?” But beware of that which the old writers called the 
world’s trinity—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life. If you trifle and tamper with these, they will prove your ruin….{Lt43-
1898.25} 
 
Thus the “world’s trinity” was a listing of 3 types of sinful desires in the 
world  - the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life.  
 
So the point here is that when Uriah Smith wrote of the name of the holy 
Spirit being found in the baptismal formula as his reason for it to “properly 
stand as a part of the same trinity in the hymn of praise” this is him talking 
about a trinity (group of three) in the context of a song. And, as we 
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demonstrated previously, he had used this all along. Even from the start, in 
1849, he believed in baptism in the Name of Father, Son and Holy Ghost and 
taught that the existence and mediating influence of the holy Spirit. And, at 
least from 1886, (probably much earlier since he had access to James 
White’s hymnal) he had sung the doxology!  
 
Thus the weight of evidence suggest to us that brother Gillespie’s narrative 
about Uriah Smith is actually incorrect.  
 
Blessings 
 

 
To your own reading you can see how information is falsified. This is seventh day 
Adventism where revisionist history is at its bloom. Who shall be saved from these 
kind of misinformation? The one who leans on God alone and not human flesh. 
Just to echo the reply of Brother Jason Smith, the impact of D.M. Canright was 
even felt as late as the 1950s. Roy Allan Anderson informs us that the question 
that Walter Martin and George Cannon asked him back in 1955 was about the 
Trinity:  
  

 “‘What do you folk believe about the Trinity?’ Was a question put to me 
some years ago by two gracious Christian gentlemen who came 
unannounced to the General Conference headquarters in Washington, 
D.C....Both men were Christian college professors who had read much about 
Adventists, but all from detractors, and one of them was commissioned to 
write a new book about Adventist beliefs. However, they felt they should 
contact the headquarters to discover what we actually believe on points of 
vital interest rather than just quoting from others. The answers to their 
earnest questions lengthened into days of prayerful discussions. Our 
answer concerning the Godhead and the Trinity was crucial, for in some 
of the books they had read that Adventists were classed as Arians;...“We 
reassured the visitors when we turned first to the Scriptures, then to the 
'Fundamental Beliefs' of Adventism. They discovered that we were in 
harmony with sound Biblical scholarship, not only on the Trinity but on 
every other cardinal doctrine of Christianity.” [Adventists And The 
Trinity, by Roy Allan Anderson, Adventist Review, Sep. 8, 1983  [bold 
emphasis added]] 

 
Pause a minute, seventh day Adventists do not believe the same orthodox view of 
atonement and the sanctuary leave alone the subject of God. This is a touchdown. 
 
Walter Martin mentions the history behind this interaction as well. Please notice 
the person he says was the source of the controversy and what classification was 
under consideration.  
 

 “MARTIN: No. In fact, the General Conference was not really too warm to 
the entire project initially. Anderson, Froom, Read and Unruh paid some 
of the expenses from their own pockets. And we, out of our own pockets, 
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did the same thing, because I came to the realization that there was a real 
area of conflict that had to be resolved. After all, if Seventh-day 
Adventists were in essence Christians, then to classify them as a cult would 
be a great sin. If they were really cultists, and didn't even know that they 
were, then we could do them a great service by pointing it out to them. And 
if we could deal with all of the issues that had been raised from the 
Adventists' controversies of Canright, all the way through to that 
particular day, then perhaps we could set the record straight once and 
for all. Just exactly what did they believe? 

 
 “You have to understand that 30 years ago there was great confusion. 

As a matter of fact, today there is still in many areas of Adventism. 
They had strains of Arian Christology; there were men in positions of 
authority who denied the deity of Christ and the Trinity. For all I know, 
some of them may still be there today. There were people who were absolute 
legalists, who believed that any person who kept Sunday - even in good 
conscience before God - right at that moment had the mark of the beast. 
And they were printing and distributing it under official Adventist logos. 
[http://web.archive.org/web/20050224182337/http://web2.airmail.net/b
illtod/martin.htm] 

 
Walter Martin, in a taped interview in 1989 also had this to say on the matter: 
 

 “The climate at that time [1955, 1956], Adventism was considered like 
Jehovah's Witnesses, like Mormonism, like most of the major cultic 
structures of the day. 

 
 “When I first met with L. E. Froom, he took me to task for about fifteen 

minutes on how I could ever possibly think that Adventism was a cult.” 
"Adventism rings as true as steel" I said "do you think Arius was a 
Christian?" And he was an excellent church historian and he said, "Of 
course he wasn't a Christian, he denied the deity of Jesus Christ." I said, 
"So did Ellen White." Dr. Froom replied, "What!" I said, "Yes" and opened up 
a suitcase and produced at least twelve feet of Adventist publications 
stacked up and marked for Dr. Froom's perusal. And for the perusal of 
the committee to check the sources in there. And they were in mortal 
shock I might add, to think that it was as pervasive as it was. Mrs. White 
reversed herself later on very quickly, and affirmed the doctrine of the 
Trinity very strongly and taught it. But she was influenced by Uriah 
Smith. She did deny the eternal deity of Christ at one time and relegated 
Him to the place of a second deity. That's why you were classified with 
the Jehovah's Witnesses early on, because of the Arian emphasis in 
Adventism. And because of the fact that you affirmed Michael the 
Archangel to be Christ.  

 
 “Dr. Froom and the committee decided that they would peruse this material 

immediately. So we adjourned the meeting and they took all the materials 
with them and I guess others, and went through the materials. They came 
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back and said, "Well, a great deal of these things you're calling attention 
to are there, we agree, and we don't agree with these statements. They 
do not reflect orthodox Adventist theology, and we reject it." I said, 
"good, happy to hear that, now can you fault us, because we read this 
material, and it's not peripheral issues we are talking about." 

 
Brothers and sisters, Anderson, Froom, Read and Unruh had just blatantly 
renounced EGW, our pioneers and what seventh day Adventism stand for in the 
above reply. 
 
 “We went through all kinds of materials and then the idea came for a book 

where we would question and the Adventist denomination would 
respond. Out of that came the book Questions on Doctrine. Contrary to 
some of the fantasies and myths which I hear today from Adventists 
who ought to know better, the book had the approval of the General 
Conference. [Walter Martin - taped conference at Campus Hill Church in 
Loma Linda, CA, January 1989] 

 
From this 1955 testimony of evangelicals, we begin to see why Froom and others 
took the route they did. We also see a possible reason why Froom argued that 
Ellen White was always a Trinitarian! It might have been a counterpoint to 
Martin’s claim. Donald Barhouse wrote of the interaction with the Adventists:  
 

 “Immediately it was perceived that the Adventists were strenuously 
denying certain doctrinal positions which had been previously 
attributed to them. “The Adventists specifically repudiate any teachings 
by ministers or members of their faith who have believed, proclaimed, 
and written any matter which would classify them among Arians. 
[Donald Barnhouse, Eternity, September, 1956] 

 
Did the world recognize SDA and even EGW to be a trinitarian? Let them answer : 
 
“Seventh-day Adventists and the Doctrine of the Trinity - By Rev. D. M. Canright, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.” 
 

“EDITOR of The Christian Workers Magazine: In the June number of your 
magazine, under the above title, you say that in a previous issue, by 
request, you gave a summary of the Seventh-day Adventists doctrines in 
which you said, "They reject the doctrine of the trinity." For this Elder 
Wheeler, an Adventist minister, "took you to task" and convinced you of 
error on this point. So you apologized and corrected your statement. 
 
In my book, "Seventh-day Adventism Renounced," page 25, I give a summary 
of their doctrines and use exactly these words. So I judge you accepted my 
statement as reliable. I now re-affirm my statement: "They reject the 
doctrine of the trinity" as held by evangelical churches, as the previous 
line in my book states. But Elder Wheeler says: "I regard our position 
upon the trinity as in harmony with that of other evangelical churches." 



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

304 
 
 

 
“His statement is untrue. Either he does not know the doctrine of his 
church or has not read their standard works, or else he misleads you. I 
was a minister and writer among them for over twenty years... Since I 
became a Baptist minister I have kept in close touch with all their 
teachings. I now take five Advent papers and read their latest books. I 
know all their doctrines as well as they do themselves, much better than 
their young ministers like Elder Wheeler...While an Adventist I often 
preached against the orthodox doctrine of the trinity and other 
ministers did the same. 
 
“As proof that they believe in the trinity the same as others Elder 
Wheeler quotes from Mrs. White this sentence touching Christ, “He was 
the incarnate God.” Well then, did their incarnate God become totally 
dead and unconscious for three days? Was there no living God for three 
days? Or was there another Deity up in heaven at the same time? Is that 
the evangelical doctrine of the trinity? Or does not Elder Wheeler know 
what Trinitarians believe? 
 
"What shall we say to Elder Wheeler’s assertion that Adventists believe 
in the trinity as held by the evangelical churches? Again you asked Elder 
Wheeler “if they had put out any official statement of their faith.” He 
says, “The denomination has declined to adopt such a creed.” Here is 
another statement which is untrue. They have carefully prepared, 
officially endorsed, printed creed, and enforce every article strictly. We 
Baptists have our “Articles of Faith,” the Methodists there “Articles of 
Religion” and the Presbyterians their “Confession of Faith.” Adventists say 
these are our “creeds” and so they are, and we are not ashamed of them. 
Seventh-day Adventists have a creed as clearly defined as any of these. 
Webster defines creed thus: “A definite summary of what is believe; 
especially, a summary of Christian belief.” "Our Baptists Articles begin: “We 
believe, etc.” That is a creed. The Adventist creed is entitled “Fundamental 
Principles of Seventh-day Adventists.” It says, “The following 
propositions may be taken as a summary of the principal features of 
their religious faith.” “They believe” – then follow 29 Articles of Faith. 
This is exactly Webster’s definition of a creed. If Baptists have a creed so 
have Adventists. This is published in their year books, listed in their 
catalogues, for sale in all their offices. I just went to their office here and 
bought five copies, one cent each, 14 pages. This is just what you asked for, 
so I send you one. Why did not Elder Wheeler send you one in his letter? 
Instead, he says they have nothing of that kind! You may sometime learn 
that the statements of Adventists concerning their objectionable doctrines 
are not always reliable. "You see Articles 1 and 2 of that creed give at length 
their doctrine concerning God and Christ but only mention the Holy Spirit 
without mentioning His personality in any way. Nor is there any mention of 
the trinity. These two articles give exactly the information you ask for. Why 
did Elder Wheeler withhold them from you? The answer is evident – their 
statement is not Trinitarian. A line is added at the close saying that these 
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articles are not a rule of their faith or practice. I positively know to the 
contrary. I myself expelled a prominent Advent minister from the 
church for refusing to abide by one of these articles. In recent years 
both ministers and laymen, many of them, have been expelled for 
simply disagreeing with one or two of these articles. Whole churches 
have been disbanded by conference officials for the same reason 

 
Don't forget that D.M. Canright was a former insider of Review and Herald who 
had just left the church in 1886. Here we see the last embers of Canright’s 
influence squelched by the response of Seventh-day Adventist leaders in the 
1950s. This is the culmination of reactionary theology. Now it’s a serious matter 
to say that Adventists were trinitarians by 1915 when the evangelicals in 1955 did 
not see that and former seventh day Adventists and editor or RH did not see that. 
It’s even a revision history because the doctrine was adopted in 1980 yet its 
claimed by 1915 it was accepted. 
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Section 9: The Third Person of the of the Godhead 
 
The Intercession of Christ 
 

Hebrews 7:25:  
Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

 
The redemption of the soul is precious yet fools make a mock of sin Proverbs 
16:9. But they will not think lightly of it, who duly consider the majesty, authority, 
and goodness of him, against whom it is committed; and who are taught, by what 
God actually has done, what sin rendered necessary to be done, before a sinner 
could have a well-grounded hope of forgiveness. For wisdom does nothing in vain. 
The death of the Son of God would have been in vain Galatians 2:21, if the great 
design, in favour of sinful men, could have been effected by inferior means. But 
as he, in the office of Mediator, was the hope of mankind, from the beginning; so 
the great work he has accomplished, and the characters he sustains, when made 
known to the conscience, are, in fact, sufficient to relieve in every case, to answer 
every charge, and to satisfy the believer in Jesus, that there is now no 
condemnation to fear. 
 
There are many ready to accuse, but it is in vain; the charge may be true, but it is 
overruled. Whoever would impeach the hope of a true believer, must prove that 
Christ did not die; or that he did not rise from the dead; or that he was not 
admitted into the presence of God on our behalf; or that he is unmindful of his 
promise, to make intercession for all who come unto God by him. For if these 
points are indubitable and sure, it is impossible that the souls, which has trusted 
in Jesus, and put its cause into his hands, can miscarry. 
 
The death and resurrection of our Lord, his appearance in our nature, clothed with 
glory, seated on the right hand of the Majesty on high, as the High Priest of our 
profession, can scarcely be considered too often. This subject of so much import 
is blurred by the confusion that comes with folk not understanding God, Jesus and 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The word the apostle uses, here, and in Hebrews 7:25 —seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession, occurs likewise Acts 25:24 where Festus speaks of the process 
managed by the Jews against Paul: and also Romans 11:2 of Elijah’s making 
intercession to God against Israel. From these passages compared together, we 
may observe, that the word is to be taken in a large sense. He pleads our cause, 
he manages our concerns, he answers our enemies. Who then shall condemn 
those for whom the Lord Jesus thus employs his power and his love? He is our 
advocate 1John 2:1. He takes upon him our whole concern. He pleads as a Priest, 
and manages as a King, for those who come unto God by him. 
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Exodus 28:6-12:  
6 And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, 
and fine twined linen, with cunning work. 7: It shall have the two 
shoulderpieces thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be 
joined together. 8: And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, 
shall be of the same, according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. 9: And thou shalt take two 
onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel: 10: 
Six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on 
the other stone, according to their birth. 11: With the work of an engraver 
in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones 
with the names of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to be set in 
ouches of gold. 12: And thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders 
of the ephod for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron 
shall bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a 
memorial. 
 
Isaiah 49:16:  
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me. 

 
He pleads as a priest. His office of intercession has a plain reference to his great 
instituted type, the high priest under the Levitical dispensation; who, according to 
the appointment of God, entered within the vail, to present the blood of the 
sacrifice before the mercy-seat Leviticus 16:1-34 but more even excellent after the 
order Melchizedek. We have a clear and infallible explanation of the design of this 
institution. “Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always 
into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second 
went the high priest alone, once every year, not without blood, which he offered 
for himself and for the errors of the people. The Holy Ghost this signifying, that 
the way into the holiest of all, was not yet made manifest, while the first tabernacle 
was yet standing. Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were 
offered both gifts and sacrifices; that could not make him that did the service 
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; which stood only in meats and drinks, 
and delivers washings, and carnal ordinances imposed on them until the time of 
reformation. But Christ being come an High Priest of good things to come, but a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, he 
entered once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us 
Hebrews  9:6-12” Thus Jesus is passed into the heavens, entered into the holy of 
holies, with his own blood. His presence there, in our nature, with the marks of 
his sufferings for us, as the Lamb that has been slain, is an unceasing virtual 
intercession on our behalf.  
 

Matthew 11:28:  
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 
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When the mind is burdened with guilt. Great is the distress of an awakened 
conscience. The sinner now is sensible of wants, which God alone can supply, and 
of miseries, from which he cannot be extricated, but by an Almighty arm. But when 
he thinks of the majesty and holiness of God, he is troubled, and adopts the 
language of the prophet, Woe is me, I am undone Isaiah 6:5. He dares not draw 
near to God, nor does he dare to keep, any longer, at a distance from him. But 
when such a one is enabled to look to Jesus as the intercessor, what light and 
comfort does he receive? For the gospel speaks inviting language. Let not the 
weary and heavy laden sinner fear to approach. Your peace is already made in the 
court above, and your advocate is waiting to introduce you. Lift up your heart to 
him, and think you hear him, in effect, saying, “Father, there is another sinner, 
who has heard of my name, and desires to trust in me. Father, I will, that he also 
may be delivered from going down into the pit, and interested in the ransom which 
I have provided.” 
 
When we are deeply conscious of our defects in duty. If we compare our best 
performances, with the demands of the law, the majesty of God, and the 
unspeakable obligations we are under; if we consider our innumerable sins of 
omission, and that the little we can do, is polluted and defiled by the mixture of 
evil thoughts, and the working of selfish principles, aims, and motives, which, 
though we disapprove, we are unable to suppress, we have great reason to 
confess, To us belong shame and confusion of face Daniel 9:7. But we are relieved 
by the though, that Jesus, the High Priest, bears the iniquity of our holy things, 
perfumes our prayers with the incense of his mediation, and washes our tears in 
his own blood. This inspires a confidence, that though we are unworthy of the 
least of his mercies, we may humbly hope for a share in the greatest blessings he 
bestows, because we are heard and accepted, not on the account of our own 
prayers and services, but in the beloved Son of God, who maketh intercession for 
us.  
 

Isaiah 64:6:  
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away. 

 
Thus the wisdom and love of God have provided a wonderful expedient, which, so 
far as it is rightly understood, and cordially embraced, while it lays the sinner low 
as the dust, in point of humiliation and self-abasement, fills him, at the same time, 
with a hope full of glory, which, with respect to its foundation, cannot be shaken; 
and, with respect to its object, can be satisfied with nothing less than all the 
fullness of God. There are favoured seasons, in which the believer, having a lively 
impression of the authority and love of the Intercessor, can address the great 
Jehovah, as his Father, with no less confidence, than if he was holy and spotless 
as the angels before the throne, at the very moment that he has abundant cause 
to say, Behold I am vile! I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes Job 40:4; 
42:6! 
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This powerful and prevalent intercession, abundantly compensates for the poverty 
and narrowness of our prayers. Experience confirms what the scripture declares 
of our insufficiency to order our own cause before the Lord, to specify our various 
wants, and to fill our mouths with such arguments, as may engage the attention, 
and enliven the affections of our hearts. We know not how to pray as we ought 
Romans 8:26. And though the Holy Spirit teaches believers to form petitions, 
which, in the man, are agreeable to the will of God, yet we often mistake and ask 
amiss; we often forget what we ought to ask, and we are too often, cold, negligent, 
weary, distracted and formal in prayer. How prone are we to ender by prayer into 
the Lord’s presence, as the thoughtless horse rushes into the battle Jeremiah 8:6! 
to speak to God, as if we were only speaking into the air, and to have our thoughts 
dissipated and wandering to the ends of the earth, while his holy name is upon 
our polluted lips! IT is well for us, that God is both able and gracious to do more 
than we can ask or think; but that he actually does so, for such unworthy 
creatures, is owing to our Intercessor. He knows all our wants, and pleads and 
provides accordingly. He is not negligent, though we too frequently are. He prayed 
for Peter’s safety Luke 22:31-32, before Peter himself was aware of his danger. 
Have we not sometimes, been, as it were, surprised and shamed by the Lord’s 
goodness, when he has condescended to bestow special and needful mercies 
upon us, before we thought of asking for them? These are affecting proofs of our 
Intercessor’s attention and care, and that he is always mindful of us. 
 

Matthew 28:18:  
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 

 
John 14:13, 14  
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14: If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will 
do it. 
 
John 15:16:  
Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
 
John 16:23, 24, 26:  
23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24: 
Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. 26: At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I 
say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 
 
Jeremiah 33:1-3  
1 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, 
while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying, 2: Thus saith the 
LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD 
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is his name; 3: Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not. 

 
Jesus, the High Priest is upon a throne. He is a King, King of saints, and King of 
nations. He is not only a righteous advocate, but he possesses all authority and 
power. And it belongs to his office as King, effectually to manage for those in 
while behalf he intercedes. I have already observed, that the original word, 
includes this sense. 
 
He is the source and fountain of our supplies. All their springs are in him. The 
fullness, grace, and consolation, out of which they are invited to receive, resides 
in him,. And therefore, he says, If ye ask any thing in my name, I will do it John 
14:14. Not merely I will present your petitions, but I will fulfill them myself. For 
all things are committed into his hands, and it is he which whom we have to do 
Hebrews 4:13. He, therefore, enjoins us, If we believe or trust in God, to believe 
also in him John 14:1. His invitations, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink John 7:37. Whoever will, let him take of the water of life freely Revelation 
20:15; equally express his sovereignty and his munificence. On him the eyes of 
all who know him, wait from age to age, and are not disappointed. He opens his 
hand, and satisfies them with good Psalms 145:17. Nor is the store of his bounty 
diminished, by all that he has distributed, for it is unsearchable and inexhaustible; 
like the light of the sun, which gladdens the eyes of millions at once, has done so 
from the beginning, and will continue to do so, to the end of time. 
 
He appoints and adjusts their various dispensations, with an unerring suitableness 
to their several states, capacities, and circumstances. If a skilful gardener had the 
command of the weather, he would not treat all his plants, nor the same plant at 
all times, exactly alike. Continual rain, or continual sunshine, would be equally 
unfavourable to their growth and fruitfulness. In his kingdom of Providence, he 
so proportions the rain and the sunshine to each other, that the corn is usually 
brought forward, from the seed to the blade, the ear, and the full ripe ear. And I 
believe it would be always so, were it not for the prevalence of sin, which sometime 
makes the heavens over our head brass, the earth under our feet, iron 
Deuteronomy 28:23, and turns a fruitful land into barrenness. So, in his kingdom 
of grace, he trains his people up by various exercises. He delights in their 
prosperity, and does not willingly grieve them. But afflictions, in their present 
state, are necessary, and his blessing makes them salutary. But this is their great 
privilege, that their comforts and their crosses are equally from his hand, are 
equally tokens of his love, and alike directed to work together for their good. He 
appoints the bounds of their habitations, numbers the hairs of their heads, and is 
their guide and guard, their sun and shield, even unto death. Here they meet with 
many changes, but none that are unnoticed by him, none that can separate them 
from his love, and they all concur, in leading them on, to a state of unchangeable 
and endless joy 2Corinthians 4:17. 
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Hebrews 12:1-3:  
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2: 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3: For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. 

 
He is the Captain of our salvation Hebrews 2:10. We are his soldiers, and fight 
under his eye; yet the battle is not ours, but his. Israel of old, were to muster their 
forces, to range themselves for the fight, to use every precaution and endeavour, 
as though success depended entirely upon themselves. Yet, they obtained not the 
victory by their own sword, but it was the Lord who fought for them, and trod 
down their enemies before then; and they had little more to do, than to pursue 
the vanquished, and to divide the spoil. And thus it is in the warfare, which true 
Christians maintain, not against flesh and blood only, but against principalities 
and powers Ephesians 6:12; against the spirit of the world, and against Satan and 
his legions. We fight in his cause, but he upholds us and conquers for us. Our 
enemies are too many and too mighty for us to grapple with in their own strength. 
But he rebukes them, and pleads the cause of his people. His gracious 
interposition in their favour, is beautifully set forth, together with its effects, in 
the vision which the prophet saw, when he was sent to encourage the rulers and 
people of the Jews, against the difficulties they met with, when rebuilding the 
temple, He saw Joshua the high priest, who in that character, represented the 
collective body of the people, standing before the Lord, clothed in filthy garments, 
and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him Zechariah 3:1-4.  
 
Such is our attire as sinners, all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and such 
are the attempts of our enemy, to deter us from approaching to him who alone 
can relieve us, or, to distress us when we appear before him. But when Joshua 
could not speak for himself, the Lord spake for him, claimed him for his own, as 
a brand plucked out of the fire, silenced his adversary, clothed him with change 
of raiment, and set a fair miter upon his head. Thus David acknowledged the 
Lord’s goodness, in providing him a table in the midst of his enemies Psalsm 23:3; 
who saw, with envy, his privileges, but were not able to prevent his enjoyment of 
them. Many a time, the Lord thus comforts and feeds his people, while waiting on 
him in secret, or attending his public ordinances: and were our eyes opened, like 
the eyes of Elisha’s servant, to behold what is very near, though unseen, we should 
feel the force of the Psalmist’s observation. The powers of darkness surround us, 
their malice against us, is heightened by the favour of our good shepherd towards 
us; they rage, but in vain; for though they could presently deprive us of peace, 
and fill us with anguish, they are under a restraint, and can do nothing without 
his permission. When he is pleased to give quietness, who then can make trouble 
Job 34:29. He preserves for his sheep, in the midst of wolves. 
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How precious is this Saviour! How justly is he entitled to the chief place in the 
hearts of those who know him! In the work of salvation, from the first step to the 
last, he is all in all. If he had not died and risen again, we must have died for ever. 
If he had not ascended into heaven, there to appear in the presence of God for us, 
we must have been thrust down into the lowest hell. If he did not plead for us, we 
could not, we durst not, offer a word in our own behalf. If he was not on our part, 
engaged to keep us night and day, our enemies would soon be too hard for us. 
May we, therefore, give him the glory due to his name, and cleave to him, and 
trust in him alone. 
 
How safe are the people, of whom he undertakes the care! While his eye is upon 
them, his ear open to their prayer, and his arm of power stretched out for their 
protection; while he remembers that word of promise upon which he himself has 
cause them to hope; while he retains that faithfulness, which, encouraged them 
to commit their souls to him, it is impossible that any weapon of stratagem formed 
against them can prevail. There are many, it is true, who will rise up against them, 
but God is for them, and with them, a very present help in trouble Ps 46:1. They 
are full of wants and fears, and, in themselves, liable to many charges; but since 
Jesus is their head, their security, their intercessor, no needful good shall be 
withheld from them, no charge admitted against them, none shall condemn them, 
for it is God, himself, who justifies the believer in Jesus. 
 
The Intercession by the Spirit 
 

Romans 8:26, 27 
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what 
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27: And he that searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

 
Many have been perplexed at this verse how there can be two intercessors when 
the Bible is clear that we have one mediator: 
 

Galatians 3:19, 20:  
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 
by angels in the hand of a mediator. 20: Now a mediator is not a mediator 
of one, but God is one. 
 
1Tmothy 2:5:  
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; 
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Hebrews 8:6:  
But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he 
is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better 
promises. 
 
Hebrews 9:15:  
And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means 
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first 
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance. 
 
Hebrews 12:24:  
And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

 
A little look at other verses reveals who is this in our heart interceding and giving 
us speech and wisdom to stand against our enemies 
 

Zechariah 12:10  
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his firstborn. 
 
Ephesians 6:18  
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 
 
1Chronicles 28:9  
And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee off for ever. 
 
Revelation 2:23  
And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that 
I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every 
one of you according to your works. 
 
Matthew:10:17-20:  
But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will 
scourge you in their synagogues; 18: And ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the 
Gentiles. 19: But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 
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20: For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you. 
 
Luke 21:12-15:  
But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before 
kings and rulers for my name's sake. 13: And it shall turn to you for a 
testimony. 14: Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what 
ye shall answer: 15: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

 
Hence we do not know how to pray but the one who went through what we go 
through has left us with the words of promise filled with divine power by which 
when we pray then our supplications ascend to the throne above. His very spirit 
indite our prayers. 
 

Romans 8:15:  
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
 
Galatians 4:6:  
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

 
His spirit in us is what teacheth us to utter Abba Father in prayer. 
 

"Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." 
Hebrews 7:25. Though the ministration was to be removed from the earthly 
to the heavenly temple; though the sanctuary and our great high priest 
would be invisible to human sight, yet the disciples were to suffer no loss 
thereby. They would realize no break in their communion, and no 
diminution of power because of the Saviour's absence. While Jesus 
ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the minister of 
the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, but His parting 
promise is fulfilled, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 
Matthew 28:20. While He delegates His power to inferior ministers, His 
energizing presence is still with His church.  {DA 166.2}   
 
Christ, our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit are constantly interceding in 
man's behalf, but the Spirit pleads not for us as does Christ, who presents 
His blood, shed from the foundation of the world; the Spirit works upon 
our hearts, drawing out prayers and penitence, praise and 
thanksgiving. The gratitude which flows from our lips is the result of the 
Spirit's striking the cords of the soul in holy memories, awakening the music 
of the heart. The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent 
confession of sin ascend from true believers as incense to the heavenly 
sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, they are 
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so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. 
They ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is 
at God's right hand, presents and purifies all by His righteousness, it is 
not acceptable to God. All incense from earthly tabernacles must be moist 
with the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds before the Father 
the censer of His own merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption. 
He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, and the confessions of 
His people, and with these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, 
perfumed with the merits of Christ's propitiation, the incense comes up 
before God wholly and entirely acceptable. Then gracious answers are 
returned.  {1SM 344.1, 2} 
 
Romans 8: 26, 34 (Ephesians 5:2; Hebrews 7:24-28; 8:1, 2; Hebrews 9:24; 
1 John 2:1; Revelation 8:3, 4; see EGW on Acts 1:11; Hebrews 7:25). 
Intercession of Christ and His Spirit.--Christ Jesus is represented as 
continually standing at the altar, momentarily offering up the sacrifice 
for the sins of the world. He is a minister of the true tabernacle which the 
Lord pitched and not man. The typical shadows of the Jewish tabernacle no 
longer possess any virtue. A daily and yearly typical atonement is no longer 
to be made, but the atoning sacrifice through a mediator is essential 
because of the constant commission of sin. Jesus is officiating in the 
presence of God, offering up His shed blood, as it had been a lamb slain. 
Jesus presents the oblation offered for every offense and every shortcoming 
of the sinner.  {6BC 1077.12} 
 
The Spirit of God has much to do with acceptable prayer. He softens the 
heart; He enlightens the mind, enabling it to discern its own wants; He 
quickens our desires, causing us to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; He intercedes in behalf of the sincere suppliant. "The 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. And He that searcheth the heart knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God." (Romans 8:26.)  {8MR 195.3} 
 
We have only one channel of approach to God. Our prayers can come to him 
through one name only,--that of the Lord Jesus our advocate. His Spirit must 
inspire our petitions. No strange fire was to be used in the censers that were 
waved before God in the sanctuary. So the Lord himself must kindle in our 
hearts the burning desire, if our prayers are acceptable to him. The Holy 
Spirit within must make intercessions for us, with groanings that cannot be 
uttered.  {RH, February 9, 1897 par. 10}   
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Gift from Who? 
 

Romans 8:9-11 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his. 10: And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11: But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you. 

 
His ascension—his victories—the gifts he received for men— and the great end 
for which he bestows them. A promise was given of the seed of the woman, who 
should break the serpent’s head, defeat his policy, destroy his power, and repair 
the mischiefs he had introduced by sin. MESSIAH fulfilled this promise. And when 
he had finished all that was appointed for him on earth, as the second Adam, the 
head and representative of his people, he ascended on high, and opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Surrounded as we are with enemies and 
difficulties, we plead against every accusation and threatening, that our Head is 
in heave; we have an Advocate with the Father, a High Priest upon the throne, who, 
because he ever liveth to make intercession, is able to save to the uttermost. 
 

Ephesians 4:10:  
He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things. 

 
Thou hast led captivity captive. He has conquered and triumphed over all the 
powers which held us in captivity, so that captivity itself is taken captive. The spirit 
and force of it is destroyed, and his people, when released by him, and walking in 
his ways, have no more to apprehend from those whose captives they were, than 
a conqueror has to fear from a prisoner in chains. The energy of the phrase, is not 
unlike that of the apostle, which we are hereafter to consider—death is swallowed 
up in victory. Man by nature is a captive, in a state of confinement and bondage, 
from which he cannot escape by any address or effort of his own. 
 

Acts 2:33:  
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which 
ye now see and hear. 
 
Titus 3:5:  
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost; 6: Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour; 
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Christ died, arose, and ascended on high, that he might receive gifts for us. See 
how look connects it 
 

Luke 11:13:  
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him? 

 
The one grand gift I shall specify, is, indeed, comprehensive of every other good. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit. He said to his sorrowing disciples, It is expedient for 
you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but 
if I depart, I will send him unto you John 16:7. Soon after his ascension, this 
promise was fulfilled. The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit Acts 2:4,37, 
and the people who had slain the Lord, were pricked to the heart, repented of 
their sin, received faith in him whom they had pierced, and experienced joy and 
peace in believing. 
 
That the gospel is preached upon earth, by a succession of ministers, called and 
furnished for their service; and that the gospel, when preached, is not rejected by 
all, as it is by many, is wholly to be ascribed to the agency of the Holy Spirit, whose 
office and covenant engagement it is, to convince the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment John 16:9,11, this is the glory that Christ received 
from his Father and then combined with his victories its shed to us. He opens the 
eyes of the understanding, subdues the stubborn will, softens, or rather removes, 
the heart of stone, and gives a feeling tender heart, a heart of flesh. Then the 
rebels relent and sue for mercy. Then they obtain faith, repentance, remission, a 
full and free salvation, and all the gifts which MESSIAH has received for them. 
 
His ultimate design, in favour of rebellious men, the great final cause of his 
mediation, and particularly of his bestowing on them the gift of the Holy Spirit, is, 
that the Lord God may dwell among them. Man was created in the image of God, 
who formed him for himself. But he sinned, and was forsaken. God withdrew his 
light and love from him, and man sunk into darkness and misery. Sin and Satan 
took possession of the heart, which was originally designed to be the temple of 
the living God. But the Lord had a merciful purpose, to return in a way worthy of 
his perfections. Without him, the souls of men, and the whole human race, as to 
their proper happiness, are like what the earth would be without the sun, dark, 
cold, fruitless and comfortless. But the knowledge of Messiah, like the sun, 
enlightens the world, and the heart. When in the day of his power, by the revelation 
of his light and love, he destroys the dominion of sin, and dispossesses Satan, he 
reclaims his own, and takes possession for himself. The heart, sprinkled with the 
blood of Jesus, and anointed with the holy unction, becomes a consecrated temple 
of the Holy Ghost.  
 
This persuasion, though now by many, who have not renounced the name of 
Christian, deemed the essence of enthusiasm, was once though essential to 
Christianity; so that the apostle speaks of it as an obvious incontrovertible fact, 
with which no true Christian could be unacquainted. Know ye not that your body 
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is the temple of the Holy Ghost? 2Corinthians 6:18 Again he speaks of Christ 
dwelling in the heart Ephesians 3:17. Christ in you the hope of glory Colossians 
1:27. And in another place, Ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them 2Corithians 6:16; agreeably to his promise 
by the prophets. He liveth in them, as the principle of their life, wisdom, and 
power; therefore the apostle says, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me Galatians 
2:20. There is a mutual indwelling between the Lord and his people. They in him 
as the branch in the vine; and he in them as the sap in the branch. He in them as 
in his temples; they in him as in their strong tower of defence. And from hence 
we infer the duration of their life of grace; that it shall continue and spring up into 
everlasting life; since it is properly not their own, but his; and since he has said, 
Because I live, ye shall live also. 
 
Its worthy to know that Lucifer rebelled against the Son and the Father and became 
Satan. It then behooves that since they are the ones that have been snatched Adam 
from, they must employ their own efforts to restore man, and what weapon could 
they use to fight seeing they are not to do it with carnal weapons? Their own spirit, 
their holy spirit which reveal what manner of character indwells in them and 
should be exhibited by their followers. No one who was not involved in the war is 
supposed to participate in it. This third entity that does not belong to them then 
is not of them but either and intruder or an imposter. 
 

1Chronicles 28:9  
And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee off for ever. 
 
Revelation 2:23  
And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that 
I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every 
one of you according to your works. 

 
I trust he dwells and walks in the midst of us. He is here as an observer, and as a 
gracious benefactor. He sees who draw near him with their lips, while their hearts 
are far from him; and he likewise takes notice of them that fear and love him, and 
who esteem the light of his countenance to be better than life. The high and lofty 
One who inhabiteth eternity, who dwelleth in the high and holy place, dwelleth 
likewise with those that are of a contrite and humble spirit Isaiah 57:15, to revive 
and bless them. 
 

Galatians 4:6:  
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
 

  



An Identity Crisis -  The Seventh day Adventists belief on doctrine of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit – Tracing our Origins and the Faith handed down to the Saints| Sami LW 

 

319 
 
 

Job 33:4: 
The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath 
given me life. 
 
1Corinthians 15:45:  
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
 
2Corinthians 5:19:  
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. 
 
John 14:23:  
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. 
 
2John 1:9:  
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. 
 
Acts 2:33:  
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which 
ye now see and hear. 
 
Titus 3:5:  
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost; 6: Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour; 
 

 
It’s plain scripture that it’s the Spirit of the Father shed forth through the son that 
dwells in us through obedience of the word. To say there is another entity apart 
from the spirit of the Father and the son in us is to defy plain scripture. 
 
John 14 

There is no comforter like Christ, so tender and so true. He is touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. His Spirit speaks to the heart. 
Circumstances may separate us from our friends; the broad, restless ocean 
may roll between us and them. Though their sincere friendship may still 
exist, they may be unable to demonstrate it by doing for us that which would 
be gratefully received. But no circumstances, no distance, can separate us 
from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may go, he 
is always there, one given in Christ's place, to act in his stead. He is always 
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at our right hand, to speak soothing, gentle words; to support, sustain, 
uphold, and cheer. The influence of the Holy Spirit is the life of Christ in 
the soul. This Spirit works in and through every one who receives Christ. 
Those who know the indwelling of this Spirit reveal its fruit,--love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith. {RH, October 26, 1897 par. 15} 

 
The Impartation of Peace 
 
John 14:27: [The Spirit], I leave with you, my [spirit] I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart [not be without the comforter], 
neither let it be afraid. 
 

Abiding peace, true rest of spirit, has but one Source. It was of this that 
Christ spoke when He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest." Matthew 11:28. "Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." John 
14:27. This peace is not something that He gives apart from Himself. It 
is in Christ, and we can receive it only by receiving Him.  {MH 247.1} 

 
The nation of Israel for almost 500 years had been without the comforter, they 
had been under slavery of the Roman yoke and the recreant priests and now the 
comforter came but Peter realized this was He whose words had the comforter 
and whoever had him had the seal of promise, the seal redemption [Ephesians 
1:13].  
 
And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. These 
things are written unto us that believe on the name of the Son of God; that we 
may know that we have eternal life, and that we may believe on the name of the 
Son of God. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life. Having the son of God is having his Spirit for we cannot have the 
literal body of Christ in us. Notice: 
 

 The news spread swiftly that by His own confession Jesus of Nazareth was 
not the Messiah. And thus in Galilee the current of popular feeling was 
turned against Him, as, the year before, it had been in Judea. Alas for Israel! 
They rejected their Saviour, because they longed for a conqueror who 
would give them temporal power. They wanted the meat which perishes, 
and not that which endures unto everlasting life. With a yearning heart, 
Jesus saw those who had been His disciples departing from Him, the Life 
and the Light of men. The consciousness that His compassion was 
unappreciated, His love unrequited, His mercy slighted, His salvation 
rejected, filled Him with sorrow that was inexpressible. It was such 
developments as these that made Him a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief. [Without attempting to hinder those who were leaving Him, Jesus 
turned to the twelve and said, "Will ye also go away?" Peter replied by 
asking, "Lord, to whom shall we go?" "Thou hast the words of eternal life," 
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he added. "And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God."  {DA 393} 

 
It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.   
 

 "To whom shall we go?" The teachers of Israel were slaves to formalism. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees were in constant contention. To leave Jesus was to 
fall among sticklers for rites and ceremonies, and ambitious men who 
sought their own glory. The disciples had found more peace and joy since 
they had accepted Christ than in all their previous lives. How could they 
go back to those who had scorned and persecuted the Friend of sinners? 
They had long been looking for the Messiah; now He had come, and they 
could not turn from His presence to those who were hunting His life, and 
had persecuted them for becoming His followers.  {DA 393.5} 

 
 "To whom shall we go?" Not from the teaching of Christ, His lessons of love 

and mercy, to the darkness of unbelief, the wickedness of the world. While 
the Saviour was forsaken by many who had witnessed His wonderful works, 
Peter expressed the faith of the disciples,--"Thou art that Christ." The very 
thought of losing this anchor of their souls filled them with fear and 
pain. To be destitute of a Saviour was to be adrift on a dark and stormy 
sea.  {DA 393.6} 

 
In typology, his spirit has been rejected and we have been left comfortless and 
without strength.  
 

 The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die, is 
that the enemy has brought influences of a discouraging nature to bear 
upon trembling souls. He has sought to shut Jesus from their view as 
the Comforter, as one who reproves, who warns, who admonishes them, 
saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Christ has all power in heaven and 
in earth, and he can strengthen the wavering, and set right the erring. He 
can inspire with confidence, with hope in God; and confidence in God always 
results in creating confidence in one another.  {1888 696.1} 

 
But 
 

 To the poor and oppressed and downtrodden of earth, Christ says, “If 
ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, (which is 
Christ formed within the hope of glory,) whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not: but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless.” {Ms24-1898}.  

 
 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 

liberally, and upraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in 
faith, nothing wavering.” “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him 
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because we keep his commandments and do those things that are pleasing 
in his sight.” “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. Little children keep yourselves from idols.” The Lord is soon to come. 
We want that complete and perfect understanding which the Lord alone 
can give. It is not safe to catch the spirit from another. We want the 
Holy Spirit, which is Jesus Christ. If we commune with God, we shall 
have strength and grace and efficiency. {Lt66-1894}] 

 
So repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out [ON 
THE DAY OF ATONEMENT], when the times of refreshing [LATTER RAIN] shall come 
from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ [AS THE 
COMFORTER], which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must 
receive until the times of restitution of all things [SECOND COMING], which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 
 
Jesus says if I go I will come back to you for I am with you till the end. His literal 
first coming must be preceded with his first spiritual coming through Elijah, John 
the Baptist work of reformation in preparing the hearts. His second literal coming 
must also be preceded by his second spiritual coming through the third Elijah.  
 

 In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calls upon His messengers 
to proclaim His law in the spirit and power of Elias. As John the Baptist, in 
preparing a people for Christ's first advent, called their attention to the Ten 
Commandments, so we are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message: 
"Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come." With 
the earnestness that characterized Elijah the prophet and John the Baptist, 
we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ's Second Advent (SW March 
21, 1905) 

 
Since the Day of Atonement began, Jesus Christ has been amongst us as the 
comforter unbeknown by many for people of today like the children of Israel from 
Egypt have been used to symbols and visible things and can’t comprehend the 
spiritual things;  
 

 That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the 
world, was a mystery to the disciples. They could not understand the 
words of Christ in their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the 
outward, visible manifestation. They could not take in the fact that they 
could have the presence of Christ with them, and yet He be unseen by 
the world. They did not understand the meaning of a spiritual 
manifestation.  {RC 129.2}.  

 
This is the blindness that has engulfed Christendom today hindering the reception 
of spiritual second coming of Christ to prepare them for the literal second coming. 
But for the people who are now allowing the scales to fall from their eyes, they are 
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receiving Christ in their hearts in preparation to receiving him in the clouds of the 
air. 
 
The manifestation of Revelation 18 and the glory that accompanies it is to be seen 
amongst us as a people but what will bring about such state;  
 

 I saw two companies, one bowed down before the throne, deeply interested, 
while the other stood uninterested and careless. Those who were bowed 
before the throne would offer up their prayers and look to Jesus; then He 
would look to His Father, and appear to be pleading with Him. A light would 
come from the Father to the Son and from the Son to the praying 
company. Then I saw an exceeding bright light come from the Father to 
the Son, and from the Son it waved over the people before the throne. 
But few would receive this great light. Many came out from under it and 
immediately resisted it; others were careless and did not cherish the light, 
and it moved off from them. Some cherished it, and went and bowed down 
with the little praying company. This company all received the light and 
rejoiced in it, and their countenances shone with its glory.  {EW 54.2}  

 
And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. If a son shall ask 
bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, 
will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him?  
 

 Those who rose up with Jesus would send up their faith to Him in the holiest, 
and pray, "My Father, give us Thy Spirit." Then Jesus would breathe 
upon them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much 
love, joy, and peace.  I turned to look at the company who were still bowed 
before the throne; they did not know that Jesus had left it. Satan appeared 
to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God. I saw them look 
up to the throne, and pray, "Father, give us Thy Spirit." Satan would then 
breathe upon them an unholy influence; in it there was light and much 
power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan's object was to keep them 
deceived and to draw back and deceive God's children. {EW 55, 56} 
 

 Abiding peace, true rest of spirit, has but one Source. It was of this that 
Christ spoke when He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest." Matthew 11:28. "Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." John 
14:27. This peace is not something that He gives apart from Himself. It 
is in Christ, and we can receive it only by receiving Him.  {MH 247.1} 
 
 The Word of God contains our life insurance policy. To eat the flesh 

and drink the blood of the Son of God means to study the Word and 
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to carry that Word into the life in obedience to all its precepts. Those 
who thus partake of the Son of God become partakers of the divine 
nature, one with Christ. They breathe a holy atmosphere, in which 
only the soul can truly live. They carry in their lives an assurance 
of the holy principles received from the Word—their lives are 
worked by the power of the Holy Spirit, and they have an earnest 
of the immortality that will be theirs through the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Should the earthly body decay, the principles 
of their faith sustain them, for they are partakers of the divine 
nature. Because Christ was raised from the dead, they grasp the 
pledge of their resurrection, and eternal life is their reward. UL 78.4  
 

 Christ's words are the bread of life. As the disciples ate the words of 
Christ, their understanding was quickened.... In their comprehension 
of these teachings they stepped from the obscurity of dawn to the 
radiance of noonday. FH 80.6 So will it be with us as we study God's 
Word. Our minds will be quickened and our understanding enlarged. 
Those who receive and assimilate this Word, making it a part of 
every act, of every attribute of character, grow strong in the 
strength of God. It gives vigor to the soul, perfecting the 
experience, and bringing joys that abide forever. - Signs of the 
Times, April 4, 1906. FH 80.7  

 
We cannot receive from another, for if we do that then we shall not develop the 
character of the one we are waiting for. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty [TRUE PEACE]. 
 
Admission from the White Estate 
 
There is another famous quote that its said to have been penned from Ellen White 
Sermon: 
 

 “You are born unto God, and you stand under the sanction and the power 
of the THREE HOLIEST BEINGS IN HEAVEN, who are able to keep you from 
falling. You are to reveal that you are dead to sin; your life is hid with Christ 
in God. Hidden "with Christ in God,"--wonderful transformation. This is a 
most precious promise.” {Manuscript Releases Vol. 7, p. 267} (also 
appearing in Sermons and Talks Volume One p. 367) 

 
Short Answer: 

 This statement is a report of a sermon preached by Mrs. White. When 
comparing this report with published writings we see that a slight reporting 
error happened (as is the case to this day). Mrs. White did not write the 
words “three holiest beings” at all. According to her instruction we are to 
examine the published writings when faced with reports that contradict. 
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Detailed Answer: 
Some people use this statement to support the theory of three gods (three 
divine beings who are separate and coequal). It is truly alarming how people 
fail to do their homework properly in light of the momentous issues we are 
dealing with. Let it be known that Mrs. White never put pen to paper and 
wrote “three holiest beings”. She is not the author of these words. We shall 
now examine closely what the record reveals and let all men be informed of 
the facts of the matter. 
 
This statement is actually a report of a sermon that Mrs. White preached on 
Sabbath afternoon October 20, 1906 in Oakland, California. This report 
was produced after she died (7MR 267). The statement also appears in the 
book Sermons and Talks, Book 1. In the forward of the book we are told: 
 
“ALL THE MESSAGES REPRODUCED IN THIS VOLUME WERE DELIVERED IN 
PUBLIC AND STENOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED, OR WERE PREPARED WITH 
THAT PURPOSE IN VIEW. MANY OF ELLEN WHITE'S SERMONS MAY BE 
FOUND IN THE REVIEW AND HERALD AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES, BUT NEARLY 
ALL OF THOSE INCLUDED IN THIS SERIES HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM 
PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, AS THEY APPEAR IN OUR FILES. 
SO, ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO TAPE RECORDERS IN ELLEN WHITE'S 
DAY, A PERSON MAY GET THE TRUE "FEEL" OF ELLEN WHITE AS A 
SPEAKER BY READING THIS BOOK.” (p. i) 
 
This is a very honest admission from the WHITE ESTATE telling us that Mrs. 
White did not pen those words; rather they were a report of what she said. 
It is very obvious that a slight mistake was made in reporting this sermon. 
 
Naturally, Ellen White could not check anything that was published after she 
died. Therefore she instructed us that we are to read her published works 
since she carefully reviewed these works herself. It is interesting that this 
statement of “three holiest beings” only saw the light of day very recently. 
The date of release is noted by the White Estate as follows: 
 
“Released March 16, 1976.” {Manuscript Releases 7, p. 273} 
 
It would be difficult for Ellen White to check and review this report of her 
sermon prior to publication; she had been dead for a long time! There is no 
evidence that can prove that Mrs. White ever checked the words “three 
holiest beings”! 
 
The reality of the situation here is that these are not confirmed words. 
Certainly the White Estate is being honest. So also is Tim Poirer when he 
openly admits that the manuscript in question does not have sister 
White's signature on it. Yet for the sake of argument let's assume that 
Sister White said "three holiest beings." Therefore we must balance that 
with what she published. 
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"To know God is to love Him; His character must be manifested in contrast 
to the character of Satan. This work ONLY ONE BEING in all the universe 
could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could 
make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must 
rise, “with healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1} 
 

Note: If the holy Spirit is a Being in the exact same sense as Father and Son then 
why could not It (or He) do this work? 
 

 The Son of God, heaven’s glorious Commander, was touched with pity for 
the fallen race. His heart was moved with infinite compassion as the woes 
of the lost world rose up before Him. But divine love had conceived a plan 
whereby man might be redeemed. The broken law of God demanded the life 
of the sinner. In all the universe THERE WAS BUT ONE WHO COULD, IN 
BEHALF OF MAN, SATISFY ITS CLAIMS. Since the divine law is as sacred 
as God Himself, only one equal with God could make atonement for its 
transgression. None but Christ could redeem fallen man from the curse of 
the law and bring him again into harmony with Heaven. Christ would take 
upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin so offensive to a holy God that 
it must separate the Father and His Son. Christ would reach to the depths 
of misery to rescue the ruined race. {PP 63.2} 
 

Note: Again if the holy Spirit is a Being just like the Father and Son why couldn’t 
It (or He) satisfy the claims of God's law. After all there are 3 co-equal beings in 
the trinity right? 
 

 Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the universe. 
All was in perfect harmony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was 
supreme, love for one another impartial. Christ the Word, the Only Begotten 
of God, was one with the eternal Father,—one in nature, in character, and 
in purpose,—THE ONLY BEING IN ALL THE UNIVERSE THAT COULD 
ENTER INTO ALL THE COUNSELS AND PURPOSES OF GOD. By Christ the 
Father wrought in the creation of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers” (Colossians 1:16); and to Christ, equally with 
the Father, all heaven gave allegiance. {GC 493.1} 

 
 The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He 

had an associate—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and 
could share His joy in giving happiness to created beings. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only 
begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father—one in nature, in 
character, in purpose—THE ONLY BEING THAT COULD ENTER INTO ALL 
THE COUNSELS AND PURPOSES OF GOD. “His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
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of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.” Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: 
“The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. 
I was set up from everlasting.... When He appointed the foundations of the 
earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His 
delight, rejoicing always before Him.” Proverbs 8:22-30. {PP 34.1} 

 
Note: Again if the 3 beings are all alike then why is Christ "the only Being" who 
can enter into all of God's counsels? 
 

 Mansions are prepared for all who have subjected themselves in obedience 
to the divine law. And in order that the human family might have no excuse 
because of Satan’s temptations, Christ became one with them. THE ONLY 
BEING WHO WAS ONE WITH GOD lived the law in humanity, descended to 
the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled at the carpenter’s bench with 
His earthly parent. He lived the life which He requires of all who claim to be 
His children. Thus was cut off the powerful argument of Satan that God 
required of humanity a self-denial and subjection that He would not Himself 
render. And thus was taken from Satan’s hands the weapons he designed 
to use against God. {Lt121-1897.7} 

 
Note: If the trinity is 3 beings who are the one true god then the statement above 
is highly problematic because she calls Christ "the only Being who WAS one with 
God. She states further: - 
 

 “Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father,-
-one in nature, in character, and in purpose,--the only being in all the 
universe that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God.” {E. 
G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 493} 

 
 “The only being who was one with God lived the law in humanity, 

descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and toiled at the 
carpenter's bench with his earthly parent.” {E. G. White, Signs of the Times, 
October 14, 1897 par. 3} 

 
Separate Worship for the Spirit? 
By Brendan Paul Valiant; ·December 24, 2017 

 
In a previous research paper, "What did Ellen White Say? A Framework for Studying 
the Words of Ellen White", I addressed the issue of stenographic transcriptions of 
sermons which are found within the Ellen White manuscripts and letters. By 
looking at 5 separate manuscripts of a single sermon Ellen White preached and 
noting the differences between all five reports it became clear that there are 
limitations in stenographic recordings and that it is impossible that these can be 
relied upon with absolute certainty to faithfully represent the words of Ellen White. 
The conclusion drawn from that detailed analysis was that the best we can 
ascertain from a manuscript that is derived from a stenographic transcription is 
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that Ellen White said "something very like" what is written but not necessarily those 
exact words. [You can request the research paper from Brendan] 
 
Also in that research paper I addressed some of the implications that this analysis 
had when it comes to analyzing Ellen White's doctrine of God, Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. Two frequently relied upon statements from Ellen White which are actually 
derived from stenography are the "three holiest beings" manuscript and the 
"Holy Spirit is as much a person as God is a person" manuscript. While I don't 
dispute that Ellen White said something like these words, they may not have been 
her exact words (for example, in a shorthand system which leaves out vowels, and 
where 'b' and 'p' are simply a matter of the length of a line, "beings" and "persons" 
could easily be mixed up). From Ellen White's own written principles we saw how 
her personally written words were to be preferred in clearing up any ambiguity 
that might exist in recorded audible sayings.  
 

 “And now to all who have a desire for truth I would say: Do not give 
credence to unauthenticated reports as to what Sister White has done 
or said or written. If you desire to know what the Lord has revealed 
through her, read her published works. Are there any points of interest 
concerning which she has not written, do not eagerly catch up and 
report rumors as to what she has said.” (Testimonies for the Church, 
Volume 5, p. 696) 

 
Not just her published personally written works, but her unpublished personally 
written manuscripts, letters and diaries can be well trusted to best reflect her 
meaning: 
 

 “I am now looking over my diaries and copies of letters written for several 
years back, commencing before I went to Europe, before you were born. I 
have the most precious matter to reproduce and place before the people in 
testimony form. While I am able to do this work, the people must have these 
things to revive past history, that they may see that there is one straight 
chain of truth, without one heretical sentence, in that which I have 
written. This, I am instructed, is to be a living letter to all in regard to 
my faith.” (Letter 329a, 1905) 

 
Since I wrote that paper, another stenographically recorded manuscript has gained 
attention relating to Ellen White's conception of God, Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
The most frequently quoted paragraph is as follows: 
 

 "Now a little point. As the saints in the kingdom of God are accepted in the 
beloved, they hear: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” And then the golden 
harps are touched, and the music flows all through the heavenly host, and 
they fall down and worship the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
And then what? What next did I see? One meets another; and they say, as 
they fall right upon their necks with their faces shining with the glory of 
God, 'It was you, it was you that brought the truth to me, and I would not 
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hear it at first, but, O I am so glad.' Now that will be acted all through the 
heavenly courts, thanksgiving and praise to God for those that have been 
the means of winning others to the truth, that they should come and have 
an interest for them, and then they are united among the saved. O what a 
meeting! what a meeting!" (Ms 139, 1906) 

 
There have generally been two different approaches to this manuscript which is 
purportedly from a sermon given on July 24, 1906 which was a Tuesday. 
Trinitarians have gleefully presented it as evidence that the Holy Spirit is to 
receive distinct and separate worship in an attempt to trounce anti-trinitarian 
or non-trinitarian claims. Anti-trinitarians, have chosen to dismiss the 
statement as completely unreliable. However, as was proved in the extensive 
analysis of the five manuscripts of the same sermon from 1901, while 
transcriptions of stenographic recordings are not as reliable as the words that 
Ellen White penned herself or oversaw the editing of in her published works, 
they should still be acknowledge that Ellen White said SOMETHING LIKE what 
is recorded. Thus “my” position is to honestly look at this manuscript in terms of 
its internal context and these words in light of the wider use by Ellen White. 
 
To begin with, Ellen White was clearly in Oakland at this time. In Letter 248, 1906 
to Brother and Sister Kress, Ellen White writes that "I am in attendance at the 
Oakland camp-meeting. The meeting has been in session for several days. I have 
spoken several times in the large tent, which was crowded with interested hearers. 
I spoke on Friday and on Sabbath to a very densely packed tentful of people" (Lt 
248, 1906). One sermon from Wednesday the 25th was printed in the Review and 
Herald of September 27 later this year besides the ones Ellen White mentioned as 
having preached on the earlier Friday and Saturday. The "Brother Kellogg" that 
Ellen White mentions at the end of this letter appears to be Brother Henry W. 
Kellogg, not Dr. John H. Kellogg who had by this stage apostatized. From these 
facts we can accept that this does reflect an authentic sermon while allowing for 
perhaps a degree of imprecision of the stenographic and transcription processes.  
 
At first glance, these words that are highlighted by some may appear to support 
the modern contention that Ellen White was either an orthodox or tritheistic 
trinitarian. However, they fit perfectly with her wider conception of God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit as we shall see.  
 
For Ellen White, God the Father is the supreme Ancient of Days. In one place she 
write that, "Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the Source 
and Sustainer of all, is alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship" (PP 305). 
She also wrote that "Jehovah, our Father, and His Son Jesus Christ are alone to be 
exalted" (Ms 11, 1898). So to Ellen White, God the Father was deserving of 
SUPREME reverence and worship while Christ His Son was equally worthy of being 
exalted because "God has exalted Christ above every name that is named" (ST Dec 
17, 1902). There is no similar admonition to worship or exalt any other individual 
other than the Father and Son besides what might be asserted from the statement 
under consideration which is why it bears further scrutiny.  
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Ellen White was also clear from the earliest portion of her visionary ministry that 
the Father and Son have corporeal forms. In her first ever solo book she wrote, "I 
saw a throne, and on it sat the Father and the Son. I gazed on Jesus’ countenance 
and admired his lovely person. The Father's person I could not behold, for a cloud 
of glorious light covered him. I asked Jesus if his Father had a form like himself. 
He said he had, but I could not behold it, for said he, if you should once behold 
the glory of his person you would cease to exist" (ExV 43). Later in the same book 
she wrote, "I have often seen the lovely Jesus, that he is a person. I asked him if 
his Father was a person, and had a form like himself. Said Jesus. 'I am in the 
express image of my Father's Person'" (ExV 64). Ellen White said that "In the 
beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not only in character, but in 
form and feature" (GC 644-645) and again "Man was to bear God's image, both in 
outward resemblance and in character. Christ alone is 'the express image' 
(Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was formed in the likeness of God" (PP 45) 
and spoke of Adam as having "his mind and body created in God's own similitude" 
(YI January 31, 1901). 
 
So it is clear that Ellen White saw God and Christ as consisting of beings with 
forms akin to what humanity were created with. Thus she said that "Christ is one 
with the Father, but Christ and God are two distinct personages" (RH June 1, 1905) 
and "two distinct personalities" (Ms 145, 1905). However, the Holy Spirit is not 
said to have a form. In fact, she says "This representative would not appear in 
human form, but by faith would be seen and recognized by all who should believe 
in Christ" (RH, October 26, 1897). From this we see that while there would be the 
form of the Father and Son to fall down and worship before, the Spirit has no such 
form.  
 
So what do we make of Ellen White's language. Well, earlier in the same sermon, 
she had been commenting on Matthew 28:19, saying: 
 

 "When you baptize them, and you see that they are in error in any respect, 
do you, any one of you that feel that you have a message from God, go to 
them kindly, and tell them, between them and you alone, where their 
trouble is, and where their difficulties will come in unless they change 
the course of their action? This is the work that is to rest upon us. And 
then what? Why, it says, 'Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.' Three personalities; and these three 
personalities are the pledged power from God that His people shall 
have, if they have been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Now there is no excuse for souls to be left in 
ignorance and weakness if they will be gospel believers, if they will carry 
out these principles, and know that the three great Worthies, the Powers 
in heaven, are pledged to the church of God that will work in harmony 
with Christ’s teachings." (Ms 139, 1906)  

 
It might be assumed that Ellen White is saying that the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit are three individuals, however whenever she writes of these three 
together, almost exclusively in her commentaries upon Matthew 28:19, she is 
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speaking in terms of divine ACTIVITY. Here she says that "these three 
personalities are the pledged power from God". To her, Matthew 28:19 did not 
signify three individuals, but was a "threefold name... powers infinite and 
omniscient" (Ms 27a, 1900), "the great threefold power" (Ms 11, 1901) and 
wrote that "All heaven is represented by these three in covenant relation with the 
new life" (Ms 45, 1904). Ellen White was not saying that these were three 
individuals to be worshiped, but that worship would encompass praise for the 
work of this threefold power. In one instance, instead of saying "Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit", she writes "The heavenly powers have pledged themselves to 
minister to human agents to make the name of God and of Christ and of the 
Holy Spirit their living efficiency, working and energizing the sanctified man, 
to make this name above every other name. All the treasures of heaven are 
under obligation to do for man infinitely more than human beings can 
comprehend by multiplying threefold the human with the heavenly agencies" 
(Ms 45, 1904). 
 
In the manuscript under consideration, Ellen White focuses in on Who it is that 
embodies this threefold "pledged power from God": 
 

 "Christ is our power of efficiency. Work under Christ, controlled by His Holy 
Spirit, and there will be efficiency and power. In your perplexity to 
understand the way to take up the work, you can say as did the disciples, 
'Lord, to whom shall we go but unto Thee? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life. We have advanced truth' (Ms 139, 1906). 

 
Ellen White was clear that the Holy Spirit was the activity of God and Christ 
apart from where They are bodily located. At times she intimately connected 
the Holy Spirit to Christ, saying "We want the Holy Spirit, which is Jesus Christ" 
(Lt 66, 1894) and calling it "the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the 
Comforter" (Lt 7, 1891) and so it is clear that she believed that it is "His 
personality, though unseen, save by the eye of faith" (Lt 306, 1906). While she 
was clear that the Holy Spirit as a separate individual did not have a form like 
humans do, she believed that it was "the Spirit of all truth manifest in the flesh-
the divine Son of God" (Ms 125, 1906). Thus the Spirit was not a distinct 
individual to receive worship, but it is the working of God and Christ here on 
earth and throughout all the universe.  
 
Ellen White believed that "It is working together with Christ that is true 
worship" (Ms 47, 1912) and that "In order to serve Him aright, we must be born 
of the divine Spirit. This will lead to watchfulness, will purify the heart and renew 
the mind, and give us a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us 
willing obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship" (Ms 37, 1909). She 
wrote that "The character of Christ must become your character, His Spirit, your 
spirit" (Lt 78, 1907). Thus we see that while there is no separate individual worship 
of the Spirit, worship is impossible without the Spirit - Christ's omnipresence - 
dwelling in us [But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
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worship him.God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth. John 4:23, 24] 
 
So we see that the statement under consideration, taken at face value and in light 
of the wider corpus of Ellen White's writings, is not enough to reflect the idea of 
either an orthodox or trtheistic trinitarian model but rather fits in the 
“heavenly trio” understanding of Ellen White where there is one sovereign 
God, two divine personages and three economic personalities. Ellen White and 
the other pioneers who believed this unanimously had no difficulty in singing 
the doxology. Ellen White even quoted it and referenced it on various occasions: 
 

 "Let cheerful freewill-offerings be brought to the Lord, let us consecrate to 
Him all that we are, and all that we have, and then may we all unite to swell 
the songs,-- 'Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all 
creatures here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.'" (RH, January 4, 1881) 

 
 "If any one comes to you and begins to tell you of the faults of another, if 

you cannot stop that voice in any other way, lift your voice and sing the 
doxology." (Ms 4, 1885)  

 
 "As I ceased speaking, Brother Hoskins started the doxology, and the whole 

congregation arose and with clear voice sang the praise of God. O, how 
musical were these words! It was indeed the expression of the heart poured 
forth in thanksgiving to God. I never listened to words of song more fitted 
to the occasion and that came forth from human lips with more earnestness 
and power. I know that many saw the light of truth as they had never seen 
it before." (Ms 2, 1892) 

 
 "As I ceased speaking Brother Hoskins started the doxology, and the whole 

congregation rose to their feet and poured out their voice in 'Praise God 
from whom all blessing flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, Praise 
Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.' It 
seemed a fitting response. I never listened to words in sacred song that 
came forth with more earnestness and power. I know that many were fed 
with rich morsels from the treasury of God." (Ms 39, 1892)  

 
 "We knew that Christ and the angels were with us. At the close, the voices 

of all in that large congregation pealed forth in singing the doxology, and 
we know that God and the angels rejoiced." (Lt 149, 1900) 

 
This doxology was featured in many of the songbooks and hymnals of the early 
Seventh-day Adventists even though they rejected the speculative, non-Biblical 
conceptions of trinitarianism. Some of the earliest hymnals to contain it include 
song 53 in James White's "Hymns, for God's Peculiar People that Keep the 
Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus" (1849) and song 256 of the second 
official church hymnal, release in 1886, "The Seventh-day Adventist Hymn and 
Tune Book" compiled by a committee including G. I. Butler, Uriah Smith and J. H. 
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Waggoner. It was also included in several songbooks released by James Edson 
White such as "Song Anchor: A Choice Collection of Favorites for Sabbath School 
and Praise Service" (1878), "Better than Pearls: Sacred Songs Expressly Adapted 
for Gospel Meetings" (1881), "Joyful Greeting: For the Sabbath-School" (1886). 
Another early hymnal to include the tune was song 119 in "Gems of Song: A 
Collection of Familiar Hymns for Religious Meetings" (1870)... We should ever seek 
for balance and to fully harmonies ALL that God has revealed, not simply choosing 
some statements and ignoring or sidelining others. Let us seek for the Biblical 
understanding of the heavenly trio as held by Ellen White and her peers. 
 
About Compiling Ellen White Works and Revising her Words 
 

 “And now to all who have a desire for truth I would say: Do not give credence 
to unauthenticated reports as to what Sister White has done or said or 
written. If you desire to know what the Lord has revealed through her, read 
her published works.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 5, p. 696} 

 
 There is another fact that should be stated here. I am not responsible for 

all that has been printed as coming from me. About the time that my 
earliest visions were first published, several articles did appear purporting 
to have been written by me, and to relate what the Lord had shown me, but 
sanctioning doctrines which I did not believe. These were published in a 
paper edited by a Mr. Curtis. Of the name of the paper I am not certain. In 
the years of care and labor that have passed since then, some of these less 
important particulars have been forgotten, but the main points are still 
distinct in my mind. This man took articles that came from my pen, and 
wholly transformed and distorted them, picking out a sentence here 
and there, without giving the connection, and then, after inserting his 
own ideas, he attached my name to them as if they came direct from 
me. On seeing these articles, we wrote to him, expressing our surprise and 
disapprobation, and forbidding him thus to misconstrue my testimonies. He 
answered that he should publish what he pleased, that he knew the visions 
ought to say what he had published, and that if I had written them as the 
Lord gave them to me, they would have said these things. He asserted that 
if the visions have been given for the benefit of the church, he had a 
right to use them as he pleased. Some of these sheets may still be in 
existence, and may be brought forward as coming from me, but I am not 
responsible for them. The articles given in Early Writings did pass under my 
eye; and as the edition of Experience and Views published in 1851 was the 
earliest which we possessed, and as we had no knowledge of anything 
additional in papers or pamphlets of earlier date, I am not responsible for 
the omissions which are said to exist. {1SM 60, 1} 

 
 There are some who, upon accepting erroneous theories, strive to 

establish them by collecting from my writings statements of truth, 
which they use separated from their proper connection, and perverted 
by association with error. Thus seeds of heresy, springing up and growing 
rapidly into strong plants, are surrounded by many precious plants of truth; 
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and in this way a mighty effort is made to vindicate the genuineness of the 
spurious plants.--Letter 136, 1906, pp. 3, 4. (To Brethren Butler, Daniells, 
and Irwin, April 27, 1906.) {5MR 154.1} 

 
 They come to me, those that are copying my writings, and say, “Now 

here is the better revised words, and I think I will put that in.” Don’t you 
change one word, not a word. The revised edition we do not need at all. 
We have got the word that Christ has spoken Himself and given us. And 
don’t you in my writings change a word for any revised edition. There will 
be revised editions, plenty of them, juST BEFORE THE CLOSE OF THIS 
EARTH’S HISTORY, and I want all my workers to understand, and I have 
got quite a number of them. I want them to understand that they are 
never to take the revised word, and put it in the place of the plain, 
simple words just as they are. They think they are improving them, but 
how do they know but that they may switch off on an idea, and give it 
less importance than Christ means them to have. {Ms188-1907} 

 
"The Godhead... gave themselves..." 
By Brendan Paul Valiant; Sunday, July 10, 2011 at 3:10am 
 

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit gave themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. 
In order to fully carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin. What line can 
measure the depth of this love?  {AUCR, April 1, 1901 par. 10} 

 
Because it seems to be a "fall-back" position for some on here that this quote is 
unequivocal for the triunity of the "Godhead", I now turn to examine it bit-by-bit 
in the context of Ellen White's writings. This quote doesn't specifically mention 
"persons". 
  
"The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race..."  
 
The first question is what is "Godhead", and more specifically, how did Ellen White 
understand this term? In the Bible, the word Godhead, in old translations such as 
the King James, is a term for divinity. This is all it means in the three instances it 
can be found there. Acts 17:29 tells us that we cannot liken the Godhead or 
"divinity" to any inanimate thing on earth. Romans 1:20 tells us that we can "see" 
God's eternal power and Godhead (divinity) by the things that are created. 
Colossians 2:9 says that the "fulness of the Godhead bodily" was in Christ. This 
can be taken to mean either that Christ possessed full divinity (which is true) or 
that God the Father's divinity was in Christ (which is true) or both. 
 
Ellen White never once, except for the quote we have here, uses "Godhead" in such 
a way that it can be construed as a collective noun or group. She adhere's closely 
to the Biblical wording, in how she uses Godhead, but her explanatory statements 
are very interesting. She understood the "fulness of the Godhead bodily" to be God 
the Father. 
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 "Christ Himself is the pearl of great price. In Him is gathered all the glory 

of the Father, the fullness of the Godhead. He is the brightness of the 
Father's glory and the express image of His person. The glory of the 
attributes of God is expressed in His character." (Christ's Object Lessons, p. 
115) 

 
 "The Father is all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and is invisible to mortal 

sight." (SpTB07, p. 62) 
 
Biblically, the term Godhead really depicts the attribute of divinity. Ellen White 
uses the terms of the Bible as an appellation of God the Father. She borrows a 
modified term from Boardman's 'The Higher Christian Life', when she calls Jesus 
"all the fulness of the Godhead manifested" (ibid, p. 63). She also says that "The 
Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to heaven, is the Spirit 
in all the fulness of the Godhead" (loc. cit.). The careful reader not only discerns a 
difference made in how she describes the Spirit as opposed to the Father and Son, 
but a comparison with Boardman's book shows it is an even more striking 
distinction from what she, if a trinitarian, could have just copied word-for-word. 
The distinction appears to make out that the Holy Spirit is divinity itself, while God 
and Christ are persons possessed of that divinity (for it is "in all the fullness", while 
they are all the fulness). 
 
The point is that Ellen White used "Godhead" in three ways: 
 

1. As a term for the "quality of divinity", in accordance with the Bible. 
2. As a quantified appellation for God the Father. 
3. As a qualified appellation for Christ as the one who manifests the Father. 

  
People may point to the "third person of the Godhead" statements of Ellen White 
as other support for a group term. However, even in these places, Ellen White 
modifies the typical trinitarian wording. Trinitarians, who understand the Godhead 
as a collective term, use the phrase, "in the Godhead". Ellen White NEVER uses this 
phrase, but only "of the Godhead". (She also never calls the Father or Son the first 
and second persons in/of the Godhead either, but reserves it only for the Holy 
Spirit in connection with its "office work".) This fully fits with either (1) "divinity" 
or (2) "God the Father". 
 
So, let us look at the first two options in the phrase below: 
  

 "[The quality of divinity] was stirred with pity for the race..." 
 "[God the Father] was stirred with pity for the race..." 

 
The second seems the most likely, as it is much more personal in the context of 
a title or appellation. 
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"...and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave themselves..."  
 
Much is made of this clause. It is stated that "themselves" must refer to separate 
persons. "Themselves" is a gender neutral term for the plural of "himself", "herself" 
and "itself." Thus a male and female could be "themselves" just as easily as a group 
of guys or girls alone. Again, "themselves" can refer to larger groups or collective 
"persons" or gender neutral entities, such as "the defence department and the 
justice department have placed themselves in a closer working relationship under 
the new regime." 
 
Here, "the defence department" and "the justice department" are not persons in 
the sense of males or females, though it is comprised of them, but are collective 
organizations. Thus, "themselves" does not need to equal three separate entities 
that are exactly the same. 
 
What does this clause tell us? 
 

(1) That "the Father", "the Son", and "the Holy Spirit" are separate entities. 
(2) That they "gave themselves" in involvement to whatever follows in the next 

clause. 
 
What does this clause NOT tell us? 
 

 How "the Father", "the Son", and "the Holy Spirit" are related to each other. 
 That they are co-equal, co-eternal beings or persons. 

 
"...to the working out of the plan of redemption."  
  
Now, I have seen some people say that this means they devised the plan together, 
or that this quote proves they were all in the planning stage in the counsels of 
God. We shall see that this quote would stand alone among MANY which contradict 
it in just a few lines, but the term "working out" is always an active phrase in Ellen 
White's writings. It is never elsewhere used in the sense of "let's work this out", 
but in carrying out something or other. 
 
Now, here are the plethora of places in which the counsels of heaven are between 
only TWO - God and Christ, Father and Son. I am using a recent compilation by a 
mate of mine on another website here... 
  

 Sorrow filled heaven as it was realized that man was lost and that the 
world which God had created was to be filled with mortals doomed to 
misery, sickness, and death, and that there was no way of escape for the 
offender. The whole family of Adam must die. I then saw the lovely Jesus 
and beheld an expression of sympathy and sorrow upon His countenance. 
Soon I saw Him approach the exceeding bright light which enshrouded the 
Father. Said my accompanying angel, "He is in close converse with His 
Father." The anxiety of the angels seemed to be intense while Jesus was 
communing with His Father. Three times He was shut in by the glorious 
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light about the Father, and the third time He came from the Father we could 
see His person. His countenance was calm, free from all perplexity and 
trouble, and shone with a loveliness which words cannot describe. He then 
made known to the angelic choir that a way of escape had been made for 
lost man; that He had been pleading with His Father, and had obtained 
permission to give His own life as a ransom for the race, to bear their sins, 
and take the sentence of death upon Himself, thus opening a way whereby 
they might, through the merits of His blood, find pardon for past 
transgressions, and by obedience be brought back to the garden from which 
they were driven. Then they could again have access to the glorious, 
immortal fruit of the tree of life to which they had now forfeited all 
right.  {EW 126.1} 

 
 “Before the Father [Christ] pleaded in the sinner’s behalf, while the host of 

heaven awaited the result with an intensity of interest that words cannot 
express. Long continued was that mysterious communing—“the counsel of 
peace” for the fallen human race. The plan of salvation had been laid 
before the creation of the earth, for Christ is “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.” Yet it was a struggle, even with the King of the 
universe, to yield up His Son to die for the guilty race.”  Patriarchs and 
Prophets p. 63; Signs of the Times Nov 4, 1908 

 
 “By Christ the work upon which the fulfillment of God's purpose rests was 

accomplished. This was the agreement in the councils of the Godhead. 
The Father purposed in counsel with His Son that the human family 
should be tested and proved to see whether they would be allured by the 
temptations of Satan, or whether they would make Christ their 
righteousness, keeping God's commandments, and live. God gave to His Son 
all who would be true and loyal. Christ covenanted to redeem them from 
the power of Satan, at the price of His own life.” {E. G. White, Manuscript 
Releases Vol.21, p. 54} 

 
 Zechariah 6:13 “Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall 

bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a 
priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both.” 

 
 “And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” The love of the 

Father, no less than of the Son, is the fountain of salvation for the lost race. 
Said Jesus to his disciples, before he went away, “I say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for you; for the Father himself loveth you.” [John 
16:26, 27.] God was “in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” [2 
Corinthians 5:19.] And in the ministration in the sanctuary above, “the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both.” “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” [John 3:16.]  Great Controversy 1888 
p. 416. 
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 The great plan of redemption was laid before the foundation of the world. 
And Christ, our Substitute and Surety, did not stand alone in the wondrous 
undertaking of the ransom of man. In the plan to save a lost world, the 
counsel was between them both; the covenant of peace was between the 
Father and the Son. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." The Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, would become a 
servant. The only-begotten Son, in whom the Father delighted, was given for 
the ransom of a fallen race.  {ST, December 23, 1897 par. 2} 

 
 Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father-

-one in nature, in character, in purpose--the only being that could enter 
into all the counsels and purposes of God. {PP 34.1} 

 
 Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father,-

-one in nature, in character, and in purpose,--the only being in all the 
universe that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. {GC 
493.1} 

 
 Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none but 

Christ, the Only Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, 
and to Him it was committed to execute the mighty counsels of His will. 
The Son of God had wrought the Father's will in the creation of all the hosts 
of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage and allegiance 
were due.{PP 36.2} 

 
 “The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated 

after the fall of Adam. It was a revelation of "the mystery which hath been 
kept in silence through times eternal." Rom. 16:25 , R. V. It was an unfolding 
of the principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God's 
throne.” “From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of 
Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. 
God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and 
made provision to meet the terrible emergency. So great was His love for 
the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, "that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
There is the throne, and around it the rainbow of promise. There are 
cherubim and seraphim. The commanders of the angel hosts, the sons of 
God, the representatives of the unfallen worlds, are assembled. The 
heavenly council before which Lucifer had accused God and His Son, the 
representatives of those sinless realms over which Satan had thought to 
establish his dominion, -- all are there to welcome the Redeemer. They are 
eager to celebrate His triumph and to glorify their King.” “Before the 
foundations of the earth were laid the Father and the Son had united in a 
covenant to redeem man if he should be overcome by Satan. They had 
clasped Their hands in a solemn pledge that Christ should become the 
surety for the human race. (Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, page 22, 
Chapter 1, ‘God with us’’) 
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 The Father and the Son in consultation decided that Christ must come to 

the world as a babe, and live the life that human beings must live from 
childhood to manhood, bearing the trials that they must bear, and at the 
same time living a sinless life, that men might see in Him an example of 
what they can become, and that He might know by experience how to help 
them in their struggles with sin.” (Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, 17th 
May 1905, ‘A Teacher sent from God’) 

 
 “Even the angels were not permitted to share the counsels between the 

Father and the Son when the plan of salvation was laid.” (Ellen G. White, 
Ministry of Healing, page 429, 1905, ‘Danger in Speculative Knowledge’) 

 “The plan of redemption was arranged in the councils between the Father 
and the Son.” (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, 28th May 1908, 
‘Cooperation’) 

 
 In order that the human family might have no excuse because of temptation, 

Christ became one with them. The only being who was one with God lived 
the law in humanity, descended to the lowly life of a common laborer, and 
toiled at the carpenter's bench with his earthly parent. {ST, October 14, 
1897 par. 3} 

 
It is clear that while there are Two individuals involved in these many quotes which 
show the interrelatedness of parties, the "three" statements fit best with an 
understanding of economic distinction, where the Holy Spirit is another agency by 
which God and Christ operate the "working out" of the things they have planned 
and covenanted together. 
  

 The Holy Spirit is a free, working, independent agency. The God of 
heaven uses his Spirit as it pleases him, and human minds and human 
judgment and human methods can no more set boundaries to its 
working, or prescribe as to the channel through which it shall operate, 
than they can say to the wind, "I bid you to blow in a certain direction, 
and to conduct yourself in such and such a manner." (Review and Herald, 
"Operation of the Holy Spirit Made Manifest in the Life" May 5, 1896) 

 
From this section we have found out that the Third Person of the Godhead is not 
another being neither a person as the Father and the Son and from the whole 
weight of evidence, there is no instruction to worship the Holy Spirit either 
independently or as third God. The Holy Spirit is grammatically the Third Person 
of the Godhead as the representative of the Father and the Son, their own 
affluence emanating and proceeding from them as their economic activity where 
they are not located bodily making them omnipresent.  
 

 When Christ gave His disciples the promise of the Spirit, He was nearing the 
close of His earthly ministry. He was standing in the shadow of the cross, 
with a full realization of the load of guilt that was to rest upon Him as the 
Sin Bearer. Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, He instructed 
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His disciples regarding a most essential and complete gift which He was to 
bestow upon His followers--the gift that would bring within their reach the 
boundless resources of His grace. "I will pray the Father," He said, "and He 
shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even 
the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you." John 14:16, 17. THE SAVIOUR was pointing forward to the 
time when the HOLY SPIRIT should come to do a mighty work as HIS 
REPRESENTATIVE. {AA 47.1} 

 
 If ye, then, being human and evil, "know how to give good gifts unto your 

children: how much more shall your HEAVENLY FATHER give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him?" Luke 11:13. The HOLY SPIRIT, the 
REPRESENTATIVE OF HIMSELF, is the greatest of all gifts. All "good 
things" are comprised in this. The Creator Himself can give us nothing 
greater, nothing better. When we beseech the Lord to pity us in our distress, 
and to guide us by His Holy Spirit, He will never turn away our prayer.  {MB 
132.1} 

 
Space will not allow for more quotations. The Godhead gave themselves and The 
Godhead was stirred with pity for the race can thus be summarized thus: - 
 

1. Of the Father: - 2Corinthians 5:19: To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
 

2. Of the Son: - Philippians 2:4: Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others. 5: Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus: 6: Who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God: 7: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men: 8: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
 

3. Of the Spirit: - Hebrews 9:14: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
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Section 10: Conclusion: Remember Robert Pierson? 
 
I will refer here to some words from the final speech of Robert Pierson as General 
Conference President on October 15, 1978.  
 

“This will be the last time that in my present role I shall stand before the 
world leaders of my church, your church, our church, and I have a few 
words to leave with you. “I take my thoughts from something that Elder and 
Mrs. Ralph Neall have written describing how typically a sect evolves into a 
church. They say a sect is often begun by a charismatic leader with 
tremendous drive and commitment, and that it arises as a protest against 
worldliness and formalism in a church. It is generally embraced by the poor. 
The rich would lose too much by joining it, since it is unpopular, despised, 
and persecuted by society in general. It has definite beliefs firmly held by 
zealous members.  Each member makes a personal decision to join it and 
knows what he believes. There is little organization or property, and there 
are few buildings. The group has strict standards and controls on behavior. 
Preachers, often without education, arise by inner compulsion. There is 
little concern about public relations. “And then it passes on to the second 
generation. With growth there comes a need for organization and buildings. 
As a result of industry and frugality, members become prosperous. As 
prosperity increases, persecution begins to wane. Children born into the 
movement do not have to make personal decisions to join it. They do not 
necessarily know what they believe. They do not need to hammer out 
their own positions. These have been worked out for them. Preachers arise 
more by selection and by apprenticeship to older workers than by direct 
inner compulsion. “In the third generation, organization develops and 
institutions are established. The need is seen for schools to pass on the faith 
of the fathers. Colleges are established.  Members have to be exhorted to 
live up to the standards, while at the same time the standards of 
membership are being lowered. The group becomes lax about 
disfellowshipping nonpracticing members. Missionary zeal cools off. There 
is more concern over public relations. Leaders study methods of 
propagating their faith, sometimes employing extrinsic rewards as 
motivation for service by members. Youth question why they are different 
from others, and intermarry with those not of their faith. “In the fourth 
generation there is much machinery; the number of administrators 
increases while the number of workers at the grass roots becomes 
proportionately less. Great church councils are held to define doctrine. More 
schools, universities, and seminaries are established. These go to the world 
for accreditation and tend to become secularized. There is a re-examination 
of positions and modernizing of methods.  Attention is given to 
contemporary culture, with an interest in the arts: music, architecture, 
literature. The movement seeks to become “relevant” to contemporary 
society by becoming involved in popular causes. Services become formal. 
The group enjoys complete acceptance by the world. The sect has become a 
church!” 
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Pierson goes on to say: 
  
“Brethren and sisters, this must never happen to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church! This will not happen to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. This is not just another church—it is God’s church! But you are 
the men and women sitting in this sanctuary this morning on whom God is 
counting to assure that it does not happen. Already, brethren and sisters, 
there are subtle forces that are beginning to stir. Regrettably there are 
those in the church who belittle the inspiration of the Bible, who scorn 
the first 11 chapters of Genesis, who question the Spirit of Prophecy’s 
short chronology of the earth, and who subtly and not so subtly attack 
the Spirit of Prophecy. There are some who point to the Reformers and 
contemporary theologians as a source and the norm for Seventh-day 
Adventist doctrine. There are those who allegedly are tired of the 
hackneyed phrases of Adventism. There are those who wish to forget 
the standards of the church we love. There are those who covet and 
would court the favor of the evangelicals; those who would throw off 
the mantle of a peculiar people; and those who would go the way of the 
secular, materialistic world.”   
 

Pierson’s call for leadership is more crucial now than ever before: 
 
“The Seventh-day Adventist Church had its alpha years ago. You and I 
are the leaders who will face the omega that will be of the same subtle, 
devilish origin. Its effect will be more devastating than the alpha. 
Brethren, I beg of you, study, know what is ahead, then with God’s help 
prepare your people to meet it!” “God calls for men who are prepared to 
meet emergencies, men who in a crisis will not be found standing on the 
wrong side” (RH, November 5, 1903) “We are pressing on to the final conflict, 
and this is no time for compromise. It is no time to hide your colors. When 
the battle wages sore, let no one turn traitor. It is no time to lay down or 
conceal our weapons, and give Satan the advantage in the warfare” (RH, 
December 6, 1892) “And then I call attention to a vision the Lord’s servant 
had, in which she saw a ship heading toward an iceberg. She said: 
“There, towering high above the ship, was a gigantic iceberg. An 
authoritative voice cried out, ‘Meet it!’ There was not a moment’s 
hesitation. It was a time for instant action. The engineer put on full 
steam, and the man at the wheel steered the ship straight into the 
iceberg. With a crash she struck the ice.  There was a fearful shock, and 
the iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with a noise like thunder to 
the deck. The passengers were violently shaken by the force of the 
collision, but no lives were lost. The vessel was injured, but not beyond 
repair. She rebounded from the contact, trembling from stem to stern, 
like a living creature. Then she moved forward on her way. Well I knew 
the meaning of this representation. I had my orders. I had heard the 
words, like a voice from our Captain, ‘Meet it!’ I knew what my duty 
was, and that there was not a moment to lose. The time for decided 
action had come. I must without delay obey the command, ‘Meet it!’” 
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(1SM, p. 205, 206) “Fellow leaders, it may be that in the not too distant 
future you will have to meet it. I pray God will give you grace and 
courage and wisdom.” 

 
We can all stand together and ask, and search for, the answers to these 
perplexities, if we are committed to seeing truth prevail, regardless of where that 
might take us. 1850 – 1950, 100 years believing in the Son of God who was 
given to have Life in himself John 5:26. The only true God, whom to know is 
life eternal        John 17:3 
 

 That which was truth in the beginning is truth now. Although new and 
important truths appropriate for succeeding generations have been opened 
to the understanding, the present revealings do not contradict those of 
the past. Every new truth understood only makes more significant the 
old. EGW, Review and Herald, March 2, 1886 

 
This I confess to you, that after the way  which they call heresy, so worship I THE 
GOD OF MY FATHERS, believing all things  which are written in the law  and in 
the prophets. Acts 24:14. What is the implication of all these things? Why should 
this be a core issue to be addressed? Jeremiah answers: - 
 
Jeremiah 2:11: - 

 Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods?  but my people 
have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 

 
Idolatry is exchange of glory which is character. Without the character of God no 
one will see heaven. Note,  
 
(1.) All who depart from God will surely perish.  
(2.) We are bound to show our abhorrence against all Popish idol-worship, with 

all infidelity and irreligion.  
(3.) Revelation 19:20: And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet 

that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 
If this be the end of all falsehood and idolatry, then we need to seek the Lord in 
prayer so much to help come to the worship of the True God and leave every form 
of idolatry. May the Lord have mercy on us and in the simplest language of the 
Bible teach us his will and what is true. This is the tragedy of Seventh day 
Adventism, this is a tragedy of IDENTITY CRISIS. Who are we? 
 
Blessings. 


