
HOW TO GO TO THE COUNTRY





Men live on various planes. 

There are those so constituted 

physically as to be content 

with the gratification of 

physical wants and desires. 



These can readily be led by men 

who live on a mental plane; for 

mind has ever been recognized 

as superior to matter, so that 

without knowing it, the 

physically strong yields to his 

mental superior.. 



Almost unconscious of his 

power, the man on the mental 

plane guides and controls those 

on the physical plane;



But it was not as mere mental leaders 

that God called Israel. There is above 

the mental still the ladder reach which is 

scaled to a higher plane, by very few. As 

the numbers decrease while passing 

from the physical to the mental plane, 

so they decrease yet more in passing 

from the mental to the spiritual plane.



Man reaches this highest plane of 

existence only by faith. It requires 

constant self-denial and continual 

development. In reality it is living as 

seeing Him who is invisible. The 

physical man depends almost entirely 

on knowledge gained through the 

senses. The mentally developed 

depends upon reason.



Granting it clear that Israel would lead by 

virtue of the plane of existence upon which 

they stood, and that this was attained by a 

life of faith, it is easily seen why there was 

marked out for the nation a system of 

education differing as completely from the 

systems of the other nations of the world as 

the spiritual life differs from a purely physical 

or a strictly mental existence.



It made it impossible for any 

mingling of systems to take 

place without the utter ruin of 

the spiritual; for as soon as this 

came down to the level of either 

of the others, it ceased to be 

spiritual, and lost its power to 

lead.



As long as Israel lived on the spiritual plane, they will 
be leaders of the nations "Behold, I have taught you 
statutes and judgments, even as the Lord my God 
commanded me, that ye should do so in the land 
whither ye go to possess it.  Keep therefore and do 
them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding 
in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these 
statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people." Deut 4:5,6.



• Deut 32:7 Remember the days of old, consider the 
years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will 
show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.  

• 32:8 When the Most High divided to the nations 
their inheritance, when he separated the sons of 
Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to 
the number of the children of Israel.  

• 32:9 For the LORD'S portion [is] his people; 
Jacob [is] the lot of his inheritance.  

• 32:10 He found him in a desert land, and in the 
waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he 
instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 



• Deut 32:11 As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings:  

• 32:12 [So] the LORD alone did lead him, and [there 
was] no strange god with him.  

• 32:13 He made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he 
made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock;  

• 32:14 Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of 
lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with 
the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure 
blood of the grape.



Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of 
God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by 
the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith. 



Pray for wisdom

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all [men] liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed.  
1:7 For let not that man think that he shall 

receive any thing of the Lord.  
1:8 A double minded man [is] unstable in all his 

ways. 



Believe that everything is possible

• Luke  1:37 For with God nothing shall be 
impossible. 

• Luke 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them 
saith, With men [it is] impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible. 

• Phili[pians 4:13 I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me. 



God  will supply

• Philipians 4:19 But my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus. 



God will only give us the desires of our 
hearts

Psalms 145:16 Thou openest thine hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 



He will guide you

• Psalms 32:8 I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye. 



Take not the arm of flesh

• Prov 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding.  

• 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.  

• 3:7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear 
the LORD, and depart from evil. 



How shall we feed

• Psalms  37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
[so] shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed.  

• 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  

• 37:5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring [it] to pass.



Speaking against God

• Psalms 78:19 Yea, they spake against God; 
they said, Can God furnish a table in the 
wilderness?



Guided by God’s providence 

• There are three ways in which the Lord reveals His will to
us, to guide us, and to fit us to guide others. How may we
know His voice from that of a stranger? How shall we
distinguish it from the voice of a false shepherd? God
reveals His will to us in His word, the Holy Scriptures. His
voice is also revealed in His providential workings; and it
will be recognized if we do not separate our souls from
Him by walking in our own ways, doing according to our
own wills, and following the promptings of an unsanctified
heart, until the senses have become so confused that
eternal things are not discerned, and the voice of Satan is
so disguised that it is accepted as the voice of God. {5T
512.1}

•



• Another way in which God's voice is heard is through the appeals
of His Holy Spirit, making impressions upon the heart, which will
be wrought out in the character. If you are in doubt upon any
subject you must first consult the Scriptures. If you have truly
begun the life of faith you have given yourself to the Lord to be
wholly His, and He has taken you to mold and fashion according to
His purpose, that you may be a vessel unto honor. You should have
an earnest desire to be pliable in His hands and to follow
whithersoever He may lead you. You are then trusting Him to
work out His designs, while at the same time you are co-operating
with Him by working out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. You, my brother, will find difficulty here because you
have not yet learned by experience to know the voice of the Good
Shepherd, and this places you in doubt and peril. You ought to be
able to distinguish His voice. {5T 512.2}



As God Opens the Way 

• The time has come, when, as God opens the
way, families should move out of the cities.
The children should be taken into the country.
The parents should get as suitable a place as
their means will allow. Though the dwelling
may be small, yet there should be land in
connection with it, that may be cultivated.--
Manuscript 50, 1903. {CL 24.2}

•



God Will Help His People 

• Parents can secure small homes in the country,
with land for cultivation, where they can have
orchards and where they can raise vegetables
and small fruits to take the place of flesh meat,
which is so corrupting to the life blood coursing
through the veins. On such places the children
will not be surrounded with the corrupting
influences of city life. God will help His people to
find such homes outside the cities.--Medical
Ministry, p. 310. (1902) {CL 24.3}



Advancing with angels

• More and more, as time advances, our people 
will have to leave the cities. For years we have 
been instructed that our brethren and sisters, and 
especially families with children, should plan to 
leave the cities as the way opens before them to 
do so. MANY WILL HAVE TO LABOR EARNESTLY 
TO HELP OPEN THE WAY. But until it is possible 
for them to leave, so long as they remain, they 
should be most active in doing missionary work, 
however limited their sphere of influence may 
be.-- Review and Herald, Sept. 27, 1906.  {CL 
24.4}



God’s providence

• God's providence is the school in which we are
to learn the meekness and lowliness of Jesus.
The Lord is ever setting before us, not the way we
would choose, which seems easier and
pleasanter to us, but the true aims of life. It rests
with us to co-operate with the agencies which
Heaven employs in the work of conforming our
characters to the divine model. None can
neglect or defer this work but at the most
fearful peril to their souls. {GC 623.2}



• Sometimes various ways and purposes,
different modes of operation in connection
with the work of God, are about evenly
balanced in the mind; and it is at this very
point that the nicest discrimination is
necessary. And if anything is accomplished to
the purpose, it must be done at the golden
moment.



• The slightest inclination of the weight in the
balance should be seen, and should determine
the matter at once. Long delays tire the angels.
It is even more excusable to make a wrong
decision sometimes than to be continually in a
wavering position; to be hesitating, sometimes
inclined in one direction, then in another. More
perplexity and wretchedness result from thus
hesitating and doubting than from sometimes
moving too hastily. {GW 133.4}



Heavenly Journey

• We then thought of those who had not
accustomed themselves to privations and
hardships. Where were such now? They were not
in the company. At every change, some were left
behind, and those only remained who had
accustomed themselves to endure hardships.
The privations of the way only made these more
eager to press on to the end. {LS 191.1}

•



• We are not keeping pace with the opening providence of God.
Jesus and angels are at work. This cause is onward, while we are
standing still and being left in the rear. If we would follow the
opening providence of God, we should be quick to discern every
opening, and make the most of every advantage within our reach,
to let the light extend and spread to other nations. God, in His
providence, has sent men to our very doors, and thrust them, as it
were, into our arms, that they might learn the truth more perfectly,
and be qualified to do a work we could not do in getting the light
before men of other tongues. We have too often failed to discern
God's hand, and we have not received the very ones God had
provided for us to work in union with, and act a part in sending the
light to other nations. {LS 212.2}

•

•



Go Forward

• God in His providence brought the Hebrews into the mountain
fastnesses before the sea, that He might manifest His power in their
deliverance and signally humble the pride of their oppressors. He
might have saved them in any other way, but He chose this method
in order to test their faith and strengthen their trust in Him. The
people were weary and terrified, yet if they had held back when
Moses bade them advance, God would never have opened the path
for them. It was "by faith" that "they passed through the Red Sea as
by dry land." Hebrews 11:29. In marching down to the very water,
they showed that they believed the word of God as spoken by
Moses. They did all that was in their power to do, and then the
Mighty One of Israel divided the sea to make a path for their feet.
{PP 290.1}

•



• The great lesson here taught is for all time. Often the Christian life
is beset by dangers, and duty seems hard to perform. The
imagination pictures impending ruin before and bondage or death
behind. Yet the voice of God speaks clearly, "Go forward." We
should obey this command, even though our eyes cannot penetrate
the darkness, and we feel the cold waves about our feet. The
obstacles that hinder our progress will never disappear before a
halting, doubting spirit. Those who defer obedience till every
shadow of uncertainty disappears and there remains no risk of
failure or defeat, will never obey at all. Unbelief whispers, "Let us
wait till the obstructions are removed, and we can see our way
clearly;" but faith courageously urges an advance, hoping all things,
believing all things. {PP 290.2}



• The cloud that was a wall of darkness to the
Egyptians was to the Hebrews a great flood of
light, illuminating the whole camp, and
shedding brightness upon the path before
them. So the dealings of Providence bring to
the unbelieving, darkness and despair, while
to the trusting soul they are full of light and
peace. The path where God leads the way may
lie through the desert or the sea, but it is a
safe path. {PP 290.3}



Never argue with God from a Money 
point of view

• In the days when we were struggling with poverty, those who saw
how wondrously God wrought for the cause felt that no greater
honor could be bestowed upon them than to be bound up with the
interests of the work by sacred links which connected them with
God. Would they lay down the burden and make terms with the
Lord from a money point of view? No, no. Should every timeserver
forsake his post, they would never desert the work. {PM 26.2}

• The believers who in the early history of the cause sacrificed for
the upbuilding of the work were imbued with the same spirit. They
felt that God demanded of all connected with His cause an
unreserved consecration of body, soul, and spirit, of all their
energies and capabilities, to make the work a success.--7T 216, 217.



WHERE SHALL WE GO



• The message of God came to Abraham, "Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a 
land that I will show thee." In order that God might qualify him for 
his great work as the keeper of the sacred oracles, Abraham must 
be separated from the associations of his early life. The influence of 
kindred and friends would interfere with the training which the 
Lord purposed to give His servant. Now that Abraham was, in a 
special sense, connected with heaven, he must dwell among 
strangers. His character must be peculiar, differing from all the 
world. He could not even explain his course of action so as to be 
understood by his friends. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, 
and his motives and actions were not comprehended by his 
idolatrous kindred.  {PP 126.1}  

•



• Abraham's unquestioning obedience is one of the most 
striking evidences of faith to be found in all the Bible. 
To him, faith was "the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen." Verse 1. Relying upon 
the divine promise, without the least outward 
assurance of its fulfillment, he abandoned home and 
kindred and native land, and went forth, he knew not 
whither, to follow where God should lead. "By faith he 
became a sojourner in the land of promise, as in a land 
not his own, dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, 
the heirs with him of the same promise." Hebrews 
11:9, R.V.  {PP 126.2} 

•



• It was no light test that was thus brought upon 
Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of him. 
There were strong ties to bind him to his country, his 
kindred, and his home. But he did not hesitate to obey 
the call. He had no question to ask concerning the 
land of promise--whether the soil was fertile and the 
climate healthful; whether the country afforded 
agreeable surroundings and would afford 
opportunities for amassing wealth. God has spoken, 
and His servant must obey; the happiest place on earth 
for him was the place where God would have him to 
be.  {PP 126.3}  

•



• Many are still tested as was Abraham. They do not hear 
the voice of God speaking directly from the heavens, but 
He calls them by the teachings of His word and the events 
of His providence. They may be required to abandon a 
career that promises wealth and honor, to leave congenial 
and profitable associations 

• 127
• and separate from kindred, to enter upon what appears to 

be only a path of self-denial, hardship, and sacrifice. God 
has a work for them to do; but a life of ease and the 
influence of friends and kindred would hinder the 
development of the very traits essential for its 
accomplishment. 



• He calls them away from human influences and aid, and 
leads them to feel the need of His help, and to depend 
upon Him alone, that He may reveal Himself to them. Who 
is ready at the call of Providence to renounce cherished 
plans and familiar associations? Who will accept new duties 
and enter untried fields, doing God's work with firm and 
willing heart, for Christ's sake counting his losses gain? He 
who will do this has the faith of Abraham, and will share 
with him that "far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory," with which "the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared." 2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 
8:18.  {PP 126.4}  

•



• The place where they first tarried was Shechem. Under 
the shade of the oaks of Moreh, in a wide, grassy 
valley, with its olive groves and gushing springs, 
between Mount Ebal on the one side and Mount 
Gerizim on the other, Abraham made his encampment. 
It was a fair and goodly country that the patriarch had 
entered--"a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
depths that spring out of valleys and hills; a land of 
wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and 
pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey." 
Deuteronomy 8:7, 8. But to the worshiper of Jehovah, a 
heavy shadow rested upon wooded hill and fruitful 
plain. "The Canaanite was then in the land." …..



Abraham had reached the goal of his hopes to find a country 
occupied by an alien race and overspread with idolatry. In the 
groves were set up the altars of false gods, and human 
sacrifices were offered upon the neighboring heights. While 
he clung to the divine promise, it was not without distressful 
forebodings that he pitched his tent. Then "the Lord 
appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land." His faith was strengthened by this assurance that the 
divine presence was with him, that he was not left to the 
mercy of the wicked. "And there builded he an altar unto the 
Lord, who appeared unto him." Still a wayfarer, he soon 
removed to a spot near Bethel, and again erected an altar, and 
called upon the name of the Lord.  {PP 127.2}



“The system of education established in Eden 
centered in the family. Adam was “the son of 
God” (Luke 3:38), and it was from their Father 
that the children of the Highest received 
instruction. Theirs, in the truest sense, was a 
family school.



“The education centering in the family was that which 
prevailed in the days of the patriarchs. For the schools thus 
established, God provided the conditions most favorable 
for the development of CHARACTER. The people who 
were under His direction still pursued the plan of life that 
He had appointed in the beginning. 



Those who departed from God built for themselves 
cities, and, congregating in them, gloried in the 
splendor, the luxury, and the vice that make the cities 
of today the world’s pride and its curse. But the men 
who held fast God’s principles of life dwelt among the 
fields and hills. They were tillers of the soil and keepers 
of flocks and herds, and in this free, independent life, 
with its opportunities for labor and study and 
meditation, they learned of God and taught their 
children of His works and ways.



“The youth educated in large cities are surrounded 
by influences similar to those that prevailed before 
the flood. The same principles of disregard for God 
and his law; the same love of pleasure of selfish 
gratification, and of pride and vanity are at work at 
the present time. The world is given up to pleasure; 
immorality prevails; the rights of the weak and 
helpless are disregarded; and, the world over, the 
large cities are fast becoming hotbeds of iniquity. 
Special Testimones on Education Vol 2 Pg.47,48



“How many children there are in the crowded cities 
that have not even a spot of green grass to set their 
feet upon. If they could be educated in the country, 
amid the beauty, peace, and purity of nature, it 
would seem to them the spot nearest heaven. In 
retired places, where we are FARTHEST from the 
CORRUPTING maxims, customs, and excitements of 
the world, and nearest to the heart of nature, 
Christ makes his presence real to us, and speaks to 
our souls of his peace and love. May 11, 1896. 46.4



History (Type)

Will Repeat
(Antitype)

“All that prophecy has foretold as coming 
to pass, until the present time, has been 
traced on the pages of history.... PK 
536,537.



11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and 
Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves 
the one from the other.
12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his 
tent toward Sodom.



13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the Lord exceedingly.



“17 And the Lord said, Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do;
18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty nation, 
and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him?
19 For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment; that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him. 18:17-19.



“20 And the Lord said, Because the cry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grievous;
21 I will go down now, and see whether 
they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, which is come unto 
me; and if not, I will know.



Well, when the angels came in Sodom, they could not find even 
five righteous ones in the splendid city so that we may reason 
that there may be the most splendid cities, having the greatest 
wealth, and yet there not be found FIVE RIGHTEOUS in them. 
Every one of us, as we are seeking for the future immortal life, 
should have everything connected with us as favorable as we can 
make it for the development of CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. God 
frequently calls us to break every tie that binds us to unholy 
influences and to COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM. Ms19-
1886.13 





And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot 
sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up 
to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face 
toward the ground;

And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray 
you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and 
wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on 
your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the 
street all night.



3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned 
in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made 
them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and 
they did eat.



4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even 
the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both 
old and young, all the people from every quarter:
5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where 
are the men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them.



In the twilight two strangers drew near to the 
city gate. They were apparently travelers coming 
in to tarry for the night. None could discern in 
those humble wayfarers the mighty heralds of 
divine judgment, and little dreamed the gay, 
careless multitude that in their treatment of 
these heavenly messengers that very night they 
would reach the climax of the guilt which 
doomed their proud city.



The Sodomites had passed the boundary of 
mercy, and no more light was granted to them 
prior to their destruction. Had the warning gone 
through these cities of the plain, and had they 
been told just what was to come, who of them 
would have believed it? They would no more 
have accepted the message, and God knew it, 
than the sons-in-law of Lot. MR 19a 1886.



15 And when the morning arose, then the angels 
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and 
thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of the city.
16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon 
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and 
upon the hand of his two daughters; 
the Lord being merciful unto him: and they 
brought him forth, and set him without the city.



Lot dwelt but a short time in Zoar. INIQUITY PREVIALED THERE 
AS IN SODOM, and he feared to remain, lest the city should be 
destroyed. Not long after, Zoar was consumed, as God had 
purposed. Lot made his way to the mountains, and abode in a 
cave, stripped of all for which he had dared to subject his family 
to the influences of a wicked city. But the curse of Sodom 
followed him even here. The sinful conduct of his daughters was 
the result of the evil associations of that vile place. Its moral 
corruption had become so INTERWOVEN WITH THEIR 
CHARACTER that THEY COULD NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN 
GOOD AND EVIL. Lot's only posterity, the Moabites and 
Ammonites, were vile, idolatrous tribes, rebels against God and 
bitter enemies of His people. PP167.3



But what mercy and condescension are 
manifested by the God of heaven! His request is 
heard, and his plea granted; yet how much better 
would it have been to heed the angel's voice, and 
go to the mountains, AS FAR AS POSSIBE FROM 
THE WICKED CITY. The angel bids him to hasten, 
because the fiery storm would be widespread 
and terrible. “ 



How far is Far?
The convenient distance from large cities and neighbours

Out of the cities, is my message at this time. Be assured 
that the call is for our people to locate miles away
from the large cities. LDE 95.2
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• We should now begin to heed the instruction given us over and 
over again: Get out of the cities into rural districts, where the 
houses are not crowded closely together, and where you will be 
free from the interference of enemies.--Letter 5, 1904. {CL 9.5}

• We are not to locate ourselves where we will be forced into close 
relations with those who do not honor God. . . . A crisis is soon to 
come in regard to the observance of Sunday. . . . {CL 20.2}



“But the earth has blessings hidden in her depths 
for those who have courage and will and 
perseverance to gather her treasures. Fathers and 
mothers who possess a piece of land and a 
comfortable home are kings and queens. {CL 18.2}



NEVER COLONIZE

• In our day the Lord desires that His people shall be 
dispersed throughout the earth. They are not to 
colonize. Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. 
When the disciples followed their inclination to remain 
in large numbers in Jerusalem, persecution was 
permitted to come upon them, and they were 
scattered to all parts of the inhabited world.  {CL 21.2}  

• For years messages of warning and entreaty have 
been coming to our people, urging them to go forth 
into the Master's great harvest-field, and labor 
unselfishly for souls.--Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 215. (1904)  
{CL 21.3} 



““Few realize the importance of shunning, so far as 
possible, all associations unfriendly to religious life. In 
choosing their surroundings, few make their spiritual 
prosperity the first consideration. 
Parents flock with their families to the cities, because 
they fancy it easier to obtain a livelihood there than in 
the country. The children, having nothing to do when 
not in school, obtain a street education. From evil 
associates, they acquire habits of vice and dissipation. 
The parents see all this, but it will require a SACRIFICE
to correct their error, and they stay where they are, 
until Satan gains full control of their children.



Better sacrifice any and every worldly 
consideration than to imperil the precious souls 
committed to your care. They will be assailed by 
temptations, and should be taught to meet them; 
but it is your duty to cut off every influence, to 
break up every habit, to sunder every tie, that 
keeps you from the most free, open, and hearty 
committal of yourselves and your family to God. 
Instead of the crowded city, seek some retired 
situation where your children will be, so far as 
possible, shielded from temptation, and there 
train and educate them for usefulnes . CL 5



COMMUNION WITH GOD



LAND FOR CULTIVATION

• The Lord desires His people to move into the 
country, where they can settle on the land, 
and raise their own fruit and vegetables, and 
where their children can be brought in direct 
contact with the works of God in nature. Take 
your families away from the cities is my 
message.  {CL 29.5} 


