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907. βαπτίζω (baptizō); from 911; to dip, sink: 

 911. βάπτω (baptō); from a prim. root βαφ- baph-; to dip:—dip(2), 
dipped(2).



Matthew 3:7–9 (AV) — 7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not 

to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father : for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto 

Abraham.

Early mention of baptism



Matthew 3:10, 11 (AV) — 10 And now also the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize 
you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 

mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:



Two Verses that must have come to the minds of 
those who heard John:



Joel 2:28–29 (AV) — 28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon 

the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.



Malachi 3:2–5 (AV) — 2 But who may abide the day of his 
coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a 

refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver : and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness. 4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 

pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 
5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift 

witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against 
false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, 
the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from 

his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.



Both fire and water are natural purifying agencies. Therefore it is 
very appropriate that both of these should are used to represent 

the regeneration of the heart. 



Mark 1:4 (AV) — 4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

John’s baptism was of the baptism of
 repentance for the remission of sins.



Luke 3:3 (AV) — 3 And he came into all the country 
about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins;



John 3:23 (AV) — 23 And John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: 

and they came, and were baptized.

Need much water:

This would prohibit sprinkling.



Acts 8:36–38 (AV) — 36 And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water : and the eunuch said, 

See, here is water ; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 

mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the 

chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

The one being baptized and the one baptizing go into the water.

Must believe in Jesus as saviour with the whole heart.



There are many different modes of baptism preformed 
today. Can they all be suitable?

Ephesians 4:5 (AV) — 5 One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism,



Hebrews 6:1–2 (AV) — 1 Therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 

perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the 

doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

A principle doctrine of Christ that prepares for perfection:



Romans 6:1–4 (AV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. 
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we 

are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

A symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ



Colossians 2:12 (AV) — 12 Buried with him in 
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 

the dead.

A symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ



Romans 6:5–8 (AV) — 5 For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For 
he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:

We are to be dead to sin:



Romans 6:9–11 (AV) — 9 Knowing that Christ being 
raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 

dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin 
once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are to be dead to sin:



John 3:5 (AV) — 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

A Necessary event for those saved. It follows 
conversion and the new birth.



Mark 16:16 (AV) — 16 He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

A Necessary event for those saved.



Acts 22:16 (AV) — 16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name 

of the Lord.

Outward type of inward cleansing.



Galatians 3:27 (AV) — 27 For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Baptized (immersed) into Christ



Acts 2:41, 47 (AV) — 41 Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. . . . 47 Praising God, 

and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved.

Baptism an entrance into the church.



Acts 8:12, 38 (AV) — 12 But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. . . . 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: 
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 

eunuch; and he baptized him.

Who may baptize?



Be Patient



Matthew 28:19 (AV) — 19 Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

What about the “baptismal formula”?



Acts 2:38 (AV) — 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

How did the apostles understand this command?



Acts 10:48 (AV) — 48 And he [Peter] commanded them 
[Cornelius and his brethren] to be baptized in the name of 

the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

How did the apostles understand this command?



Acts 8:16 (AV) — 16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none 
of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

Those baptized by Philip were baptized in the name of 
Jesus.



Acts 19:4–5 (AV) — 4 Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 

people, that they should believe on him which should come 
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Paul at Ephesus



Galatians 1:11, 12 (AV) — 11 But I certify you, 
brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 
after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I 

taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

By whom did Paul learn the gospel?



There is no record in the Bible of anyone baptizing in three separate names 
of three individual persons. There are a few possibilities that could explain 

why the disciples always baptized in the name of Jesus:

1) The disciples may have been in direct rebellion against Jesus.

2) They may have misunderstood what he said.

3) Matthew 28:19 may be a gloss. Perhaps Jesus never gave this command.

4) The disciples understood the command of Jesus differently than most 
Trinitarians understand it today.



To literally baptize someone in the name of a person we must know the 
person’s name. Yahweh (Jehovah or other similar spellings) is the personal
name of the Father. Jesus (Yahshua or some other similar spellings) is the 

personal name of the Son, but the Scripture nowhere gives a name for the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible does not even hint that such a name exists, so we can 
see that Jesus was not giving a specific formula of words for the preacher to 

recite at a baptism.



We know this first of all because all the recorded examples of people 
baptizing after this command was given show that it was done in the name 
of Jesus and, secondly, because it would not be possible to literally baptize in 
the proper name of the Holy Spirit because the Bible makes no mention of 

such a name.



The word “name” in the Bible often refers to a person’s character. Jacob’s 
name was changed to Israel because his character had changed. The word 
“name” in Matthew 28:19 has reference to the character rather than the 

proper names of individuals. Once we realize that Christ was commissioning 
his disciples to baptize into the character of the Father, of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit, it is easier for us to understand his words.



This command is closely connected with the command to teach. Christ 
wants his disciples to understand the truth about God, his Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. All three of these are vital in a Christian’s life. The Father loves us 
so much that he gave his Son to die for our sins, and he gives his Spirit to 

guide us in our lives. If a person lacks the knowledge and experience of any 
of these aspects, his relationship with God will suffer. This is why Christ 

specifically mentioned all three.



There are accusations that Matthew 28:19 is a gloss, not a part of the original 
scriptures but was added by men later.

Is Matthew 28:19 a gloss?





With one word and voice He said to His disciples: “Go, and make 
disciples of all nations in My Name, teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you,” — (Proof of the Gospel, 
by Eusebius, Book III, ch 6,  p. 152)



Ellen G. White (inspired) quotes Matthew 28:19 hundreds of 
times. Unlike 1 John 5:7 which she never quotes.



The basic form of our (Matthew 28:19 
Trinitarian) profession of faith took shape 
during the course of the second and third 
centuries in connection with the ceremony 

of baptism. So far as its place of origin is 
concerned, the text (Matthew 28:19) comes 

from the city of Rome. (Supposed 
statement of Ratzinger, sourced from emails 

and various web sources)



The answers can only be found by looking at the concrete shape of Christian 
belief, and this we now mean to consider, using the so-called Apostles’ 
Creed as a guiding thread. It may be useful to preface the discussion with a 
few facts about the origin and structure of the Creed; these will at the same 
time throw some light on the legitimacy of the procedure. The basic form of 
our profession of faith took shape during the course of the second and third 
centuries in connection with the ceremony of baptism. So far as its place of 
origin is concerned, the text comes from the city of Rome; but its internal 
origin lies in worship; more precisely, in the conferring of baptism. This again 

was fundamentally based on the words of the risen Christ recorded in 
Matthew 28.19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Joseph 
Ratzinger, Introduction to Christianity, pp. 50, 51)



The ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are two 
monumental pillars, one without and one within the church. Upon 
these ordinances Christ has inscribed the name of the true God. 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 91.1)



Christ has made baptism the sign of entrance to His spiritual kingdom. 
He has made this a positive condition with which all must comply who 

wish to be acknowledged as under the authority of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Before man can find a home in the church, 

before passing the threshold of God's spiritual kingdom, he is to 
receive the impress of the divine name, “The Lord our Righteousness.” 

Jeremiah 23:6. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 91.2)



Baptism is a most solemn renunciation of the world. Those who are 
baptized in the threefold name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, at the very entrance of their Christian life declare publicly that 
they have forsaken the service of Satan and have become members 

of the royal family, children of the heavenly King. . . . (Testimonies for the 
Church, vol. 6, p. 91.3)



The prejudice of the Jews was aroused because the disciples of Jesus 
did not use the exact words of John in the rite of baptism. John 

baptized unto repentance, but the disciples of Jesus, on profession of 
the faith, baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The 

teachings of John were in perfect harmony with those of Jesus, yet his 
disciples became jealous for fear his influence was diminishing. A 

dispute arose between them and the disciples of Jesus in regard to the 
form of words proper to use at baptism, and finally as to the right of 

the latter to baptize at all. (The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 2, p.136.3)



Ellen White also quotes Acts 2:38 thirteen times.

We find the phrase “baptized in the name of Jesus” six times, such as:



With deep interest and grateful, wondering joy the brethren listened to 
Paul's words. By faith they grasped the wonderful truth of Christ's 

atoning sacrifice and received Him as their Redeemer. They were then 
baptized in the name of Jesus, and as Paul “laid his hands upon them,” 
they received also the baptism of the Holy Spirit, by which they were 
enabled to speak the languages of other nations and to prophesy. Thus 
they were qualified to labor as missionaries in Ephesus and its vicinity 
and also to go forth to proclaim the gospel in Asia Minor.  (The Acts of 

the Apostles, p. 283.1)



It is the grace of Christ that gives life to the soul. Apart from Christ, 
baptism, like any other service, is a worthless form. “He that believeth 

not the Son shall not see life.” (The Desire of Ages, p. 181.2)



The End . . .


