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The Laborer is worth his pay but are full-time Missionaries exempted from Manual 
Labor to sustain their families and fellow-laborers 

 
We are living in the last days and the fast-fulling prophecies show that Christ second 
coming is near. If there was a time for having an upper room experience and putting our 
efforts and means together as the disciples did during the time of early rain is now. The 
purpose of this document is to spur us to another height of benevolence and to know our 
duties as ministers and congregants. Not only do we have to be laborers expecting help or 
working for the motive of rewards but we should be spending and expending ourselves for 
the purpose of reaching to a people living where light has not shone hence: 
 

Our money has not been given us that we might honor and glorify ourselves. 
As faithful stewards we are to use it for the honor and glory of God. Some 
think that only a portion of their means is the Lord's. When they have set apart 
a portion for religious and charitable purposes, they regard the remainder as 
their own, to be used as they see fit. But in this they mistake. All we possess 
is the Lord's, and we are accountable to Him for the use we make of it. In the 
use of every penny, it will be seen whether we love God supremely and our 
neighbor as ourselves. Money has great value, because it can do great good. 
In the hands of God's children it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, 
and clothing for the naked. . . . But money is of no more value than sand, only 
as it is put to use in providing for the necessities of life, in blessing others, 
and advancing the cause of Christ.  {FLB 160.6} 

 
A Liberal Church 
 
In his first letter to the church at Corinth, Paul gave the believers instruction regarding the 
general principles underlying the support of God's work in the earth. Writing of his apostolic 
labors in their behalf, he inquired:  {AA 335.1}   
 

"Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of 
the flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? For it is 
written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? or saith He it altogether for our sakes? 
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; 
and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.  {AA 335.2}   
 
"If we have sown unto you spiritual things," the apostle further inquired, "is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others be partakers of this power over 
you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all 
things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which 
wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel." 1 Corinthians 9:7-
14.  {AA 335.3}   

 
The apostle here referred to the Lord's plan for the maintenance of the priests who 
ministered in the temple. Those who were set apart to this holy office were supported by 
their brethren, to whom they ministered spiritual blessings. "Verily they that are of the sons 
of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the 
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people according to the law." Hebrews 7:5. The tribe of Levi was chosen by the Lord for the 
sacred offices pertaining to the temple and the priesthood. Of the priest it was said, "The 
Lord thy God hath chosen him . . . to stand to minister in the name of the Lord." 
(Deuteronomy 18:5.) One tenth of all the increase was claimed by the Lord as His own, and 
to withhold the tithe was regarded by Him as robbery.  {AA 336.1}   
 

It was to this plan for the support of the ministry that Paul referred when he 
said, "Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel." And later, in writing to Timothy, the apostle said, 
"The laborer is worthy of his reward." 1 Timothy 5:18.  {AA 336.2}   

 
The payment of the tithe was but a part of God's plan for the support of His service. 
Numerous gifts and offerings were divinely specified. Under the Jewish system the people 
were taught to cherish a spirit of liberality both in sustaining the cause of God and in 
supplying the wants of the needy. For special occasions there were freewill offerings. At the 
harvest and the vintage, the first fruits of the field--corn, wine, and oil--were consecrated as 
an offering to the Lord. The gleanings and the corners of the field were reserved for the 
poor. The first fruits of the wool when the sheep were shorn, of the grain when the wheat 
was threshed, were set apart for God. So also were the first-born of all animals, and a 
redemption price was paid for the first-born son. The first fruits were to be presented before 
the Lord at the sanctuary and were then devoted to the use of the priests.  {AA 336.3}   
 
By this system of benevolence the Lord sought to teach Israel that in everything He must 
be first. Thus they were reminded that God was the proprietor of their fields, their flocks, 
and their herds; that it was He who sent them the sunshine and the rain that developed and 
ripened the harvest. Everything that they possessed was His; they were but the stewards of 
His goods.  {AA 337.1}   
 
It is not God's purpose that Christians, whose privileges far exceed those of the Jewish 
nation, shall give less freely than they gave. "Unto whomsoever much is given," the Saviour 
declared, "of him shall be much required." Luke 12:48. The liberality required of the 
Hebrews was largely to benefit their own nation; today the work of God extends over all the 
earth. In the hands of His followers, Christ has placed the treasures of the gospel, and 
upon them He has laid the responsibility of giving the glad tidings of salvation to the world. 
Surely our obligations are much greater than were those of ancient Israel.  {AA 337.2}   
 
As God's work extends, calls for help will come more and more frequently. That these calls 
may be answered, Christians should heed the command, "Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house." Malachi 3:10. If professing Christians 
would faithfully bring to God their tithes and offerings, His treasury would be full. There 
would then be no occasion to resort to fairs, lotteries, or parties of pleasure to secure funds 
for the support of the gospel.  {AA 338.1}   
 
Men are tempted to use their means in self-indulgence, in the gratification of appetite, in 
personal adornment, or in the embellishment of their homes. For these objects many 
church members do not hesitate to spend freely and even extravagantly. But when asked 
to give to the Lord's treasury, to carry forward His work in the earth, they demur. Perhaps, 
feeling that they cannot well do otherwise, they dole out a sum far smaller than they often 
spend for needless indulgence. They manifest no real love for Christ's service, no earnest 
interest in the salvation of souls. What marvel that the Christian life of such ones is but a 
dwarfed, sickly existence!  {AA 338.2}   
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He whose heart is aglow with the love of Christ will regard it as not only a duty, but a 
pleasure, to aid in the advancement of the highest, holiest work committed to man--the 
work of presenting to the world the riches of goodness, mercy, and truth.  {AA 338.3}  
 
It is the spirit of covetousness which leads men to keep for gratification of self means that 
rightfully belong to God, and this spirit is as abhorrent to Him now as when through His 
prophet He sternly rebuked His people, saying, "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
Me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with 
a curse: for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation." Malachi 3:8, 9.  {AA 339.1}   
 
The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. This spirit finds its highest manifestation in 
Christ's sacrifice on the cross. In our behalf the Father gave His only-begotten Son; and 
Christ, having given up all that He had, then gave Himself, that man might be saved. The 
cross of Calvary should appeal to the benevolence of every follower of the Saviour. The 
principle there illustrated is to give, give. "He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also 
so to walk, even as He walked." 1 John 2:6.  {AA 339.2}   
 
On the other hand, the spirit of selfishness is the spirit of Satan. The principle illustrated in 
the lives of worldlings is to get, get. Thus they hope to secure happiness and ease, but the 
fruit of their sowing is misery and death.  {AA 339.3}   
 
Not until God ceases to bless His children will they cease to be under bonds to return to 
Him the portion that He claims. Not only should they render the Lord the portion that 
belongs to Him, but they should bring also to His treasury, as a gratitude offering, a liberal 
tribute. With joyful hearts they should dedicate to the Creator the first fruits of their 
bounties--their choicest possessions, their best and holiest service. Thus they will gain rich 
blessings. God Himself will make their souls like a watered garden whose waters fail not. 
And when the last great harvest is gathered in, the sheaves that they are enabled to bring 
to the Master will be the recompense of their unselfish use of the talents lent them.  {AA 
339.4}   
 
God's chosen messengers, who are engaged in aggressive labor, should never be 
compelled to go a warfare at their own charges, unaided by the sympathetic and hearty 
support of their brethren. It is the part of church members to deal liberally with those who 
lay aside their secular employment that they may give themselves to the ministry. When 
God's ministers are encouraged, His cause is greatly advanced. But when, through the 
selfishness of men, their rightful support is withheld, their hands are weakened, and often 
their usefulness is seriously crippled.  {AA 340.1}   
 

The displeasure of God is kindled against those who claim to be His followers, yet 
allow consecrated workers to suffer for the necessities of life while engaged in active 
ministry. These selfish ones will be called to render an account, not only for the 
misuse of their Lord's money, but for the depression and heartache which their 
course has brought upon His faithful servants. Those who are called to the work of 
the ministry, and at the call of duty give up all to engage in God's service, should 
receive for their self-sacrificing efforts wages sufficient to support themselves and 
their families.  {AA 340.2}   

 
In the various departments of secular labor, mental and physical, faithful workmen can earn 
good wages. Is not the work of disseminating truth, and leading souls to Christ, of more 



The laborer is worth his pay 2020 

 Sami LW

 

Page | 4 

importance than any ordinary business? And are not those who faithfully engage in this 
work justly entitled to ample remuneration? By our estimate of the relative value of labor for 
moral and for physical good, we show our appreciation of the heavenly in contrast with the 
earthly.  {AA 341.1}   
 
That there may be funds in the treasury for the support of the ministry, and to meet the calls 
for assistance in missionary enterprises, it is necessary that the people of God give 
cheerfully and liberally. A solemn responsibility rests upon ministers to keep before the 
churches the needs of the cause of God and to educate them to be liberal. When this is 
neglected, and the churches fail to give for the necessities of others, not only does the work 
of the Lord suffer, but the blessing that should come to believers is withheld.  {AA 341.2}   
 

Even the very poor should bring their offerings to God. They are to be sharers 
of the grace of Christ by denying self to help those whose need is more 
pressing than their own. The poor man's gift, the fruit of self-denial, comes up 
before God as fragrant incense. And every act of self-sacrifice strengthens the 
spirit of beneficence in the giver's heart, allying him more closely to the One 
who was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty 
might be rich.  {AA 341.3}   

 
The act of the widow who cast two mites--all that she had--into the treasury, is placed on 
record for the encouragement of those who, struggling with poverty, still desire by their gifts 
to aid the cause of God. Christ called the attention of the disciples to this woman, who had 
given "all her living." Mark 12:44. He esteemed her gift of more value than the large 
offerings of those whose alms did not call for self-denial. From their abundance they had 
given a small portion. To make her offering, the widow had deprived herself of even the 
necessities of life, trusting God to supply her needs for the morrow. Of her the Saviour 
declared, "Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which 
have cast into the treasury." Verse 43. Thus He taught that the value of the gift is estimated 
not by the amount, but by the proportion that is given and the motive that actuates the 
giver.  {AA 342.1}  
 
The apostle Paul in his ministry among the churches was untiring in his efforts to inspire in 
the hearts of the new converts a desire to do large things for the cause of God. Often he 
exhorted them to the exercise of liberality. In speaking to the elders of Ephesus of his 
former labors among them, he said, "I have showed you all things, how that so laboring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." "He which soweth sparingly," he wrote to the 
Corinthians, "shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 9:6, 
7.  {AA 342.2}   
 
Nearly all the Macedonian believers were poor in this world's goods, but their hearts were 
overflowing with love for God and His truth, and they gladly gave for the support of the 
gospel. When general collections were taken up in the Gentile churches for the relief of the 
Jewish believers, the liberality of the converts in Macedonia was held up as an example to 
other churches. Writing to the Corinthian believers, the apostle called their attention to "the 
grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; how that in a great trial of affliction 
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality. For to their power, . . . yea, and beyond their power they were willing of 
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themselves; praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us 
the fellowship of the ministering to the saints." 2 Corinthians 8:1-4.  {AA 343.1}   
 
The willingness to sacrifice on the part of the Macedonian believers came as a result of 
wholehearted consecration. Moved by the Spirit of God, they "first gave their own selves to 
the Lord" (2 Corinthians 8:5), then they were willing to give freely of their means for the 
support of the gospel. It was not necessary to urge them to give; rather, they rejoiced in the 
privilege of denying themselves even of necessary things in order to supply the needs of 
others. When the apostle would have restrained them, they importuned him to accept their 
offering. In their simplicity and integrity, and in their love for the brethren, they gladly denied 
self, and thus abounded in the fruit of benevolence.  {AA 343.2}   
 
When Paul sent Titus to Corinth to strengthen the believers there, he instructed him to build 
up that church in the grace of giving, and in a personal letter to the believers he also added 
his own appeal. "As ye abound in everything," he pleaded, "in faith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace 
also," "Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there 
may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not." "And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: . . . being enriched in everything to all 
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God." 2 Corinthians 8:7, 11, 12; 
9:8-11.  {AA 344.1}  
 

Unselfish liberality threw the early church into a transport of joy; for the 
believers knew that their efforts were helping to send the gospel message to 
those in darkness. Their benevolence testified that they had not received the 
grace of God in vain. What could produce such liberality but the sanctification 
of the Spirit? In the eyes of believers and unbelievers it was a miracle of grace.  
{AA 344.2}   

 
Spiritual prosperity is closely bound up with Christian liberality. The followers of Christ 
should rejoice in the privilege of revealing in their lives the beneficence of their Redeemer. 
As they give to the Lord they have the assurance that their treasure is going before them to 
the heavenly courts. Would men make their property secure? Let them place it in the hands 
that bear the marks of the crucifixion. Would they enjoy their substance? Let them use it to 
bless the needy and suffering. Would they increase their possessions? Let them heed the 
divine injunction, "Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine 
increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine." Proverbs 3:9, 10. Let them seek to retain their possessions for selfish purposes, and 
it will be to their eternal loss. But let their treasure be given to God, and from that moment it 
bears His inscription. It is sealed with His immutability.  {AA 344.3}   
 
God declares, "Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters." Isaiah 32:20. A continual 
imparting of God's gifts wherever the cause of God or the needs of humanity demand our 
aid, does not tend to poverty. "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." Proverbs 11:24. The sower 
multiplies his seed by casting it away. So it is with those who are faithful in distributing 
God's gifts. By imparting they increase their blessings. "Give, and it shall be given unto 
you," God has promised; "good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom." Luke 6:38.  {AA 345.1} 
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Love is the basis of godliness. Whatever the profession, no man has pure love to 
God unless he has unselfish love for his brother. But we can never come into 
possession of this spirit by trying to love others. What is needed is the love of Christ 
in the heart. When self is merged in Christ, love springs forth spontaneously. The 
completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and 
bless others springs constantly from within--when the sunshine of heaven fills 
the heart and is revealed in the countenance.  {COL 384.2} 
 
Ministers have stood directly in the way of the work of God in Ohio. They should 
stand out of the way, that God may reach His people. They step in between God and 
His people, and turn aside His purposes. Brother J has exerted an influence in Ohio 
which he must labor to counteract. I saw that there were those in Ohio who would 
take the right position with right instructions. They have been willing to sustain the 
cause of present truth, but have seen so little accomplished that they have 
become discouraged. Their hands are feeble, and need staying up. I saw that 
the cause of God is not to be carried forward by pressed offerings. God does 
not accept such offerings. This matter is to be left wholly to the people. They are 
not to bring a yearly gift merely, but should also freely present a weekly and monthly 
offering before the Lord. This work is left to the people, for it is to be to them a 
weekly, monthly, living test. This tithing system, I saw, would develop character, 
and manifest the true state of the heart. If the brethren in Ohio have this matter 
presented before them in its true bearing, and are left to decide for themselves, they 
will see wisdom and order in the tithing system.  Ministers should not be severe, 
and draw upon any one man, and press means from him. If he does not give just 
as much as another thinks he should, they are not to denounce him, and throw 
him overboard. They should be as patient and forbearing as the angels are. They 
should work in union with Jesus. Christ and angels are watching the development of 
character, and weighing moral worth. The Lord bears long with His erring people. 
The truth will be brought to bear closer and closer, and will cut off one idol after 
another, until God reigns supreme in the hearts of His consecrated people. I saw 
that God's people must bring to Him a freewill offering; and the responsibility 
should be left wholly upon the individual, whether he will give much or little.  It 
will be faithfully recorded. Give the people of God time to develop character.  
{1T 237.2} 
 
Those who would gain the blessing of sanctification must first learn the 
meaning of self-sacrifice. The cross of Christ is the central pillar on which hangs 
the "far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." "If any man will come after Me," 
Christ says, "let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me." 2 
Corinthians 4:17; Matthew 16:24. It is the fragrance of our love for our fellow 
men that reveals our love for God. It is patience in service that brings rest to 
the soul. It is through humble, diligent, faithful toil that the welfare of Israel is 
promoted. God upholds and strengthens the one who is willing to follow in 
Christ's way.  {AA 560.2}   
 
In the days of Israel the tithe and freewill offerings were needed to maintain the 
ordinances of divine service. Should the people of God give less in this age? The 
principle laid down by Christ is that our offerings to God should be in proportion to 
the light and privileges enjoyed. "Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required." Luke 12:48. Said the Saviour to His disciples as He sent them forth, 
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"Freely ye have received, freely give." Matthew 10:8. As our blessings and 
privileges are increased--above all, as we have before us the unparalleled 
sacrifice of the glorious Son of God--should not our gratitude find expression 
in more abundant gifts to extend to others the message of salvation? The 
work of the gospel, as it widens, requires greater provision to sustain it than 
was called for anciently; and this makes the law of tithes and offerings of even 
more urgent necessity now than under the Hebrew economy. If His people 
were liberally to sustain His cause by their voluntary gifts, instead of resorting 
to unchristian and unhallowed methods to fill the treasury, God would be 
honored, and many more souls would be won to Christ.  {PP 528.4}   
 
The plan of Moses to raise means for the building of the tabernacle was highly 
successful. No urging was necessary. Nor did he employ any of the devices to 
which churches in our day so often resort. He made no grand feast. He did not 
invite the people to scenes of gaiety, dancing, and general amusement; 
neither did he institute lotteries, nor anything of this profane order, to obtain 
means to erect the tabernacle for God. The Lord directed Moses to invite the 
children of Israel to bring their offerings. He was to accept gifts from everyone 
that gave willingly, from his heart. And the offerings came in so great abundance 
that Moses bade the people cease bringing, for they had supplied more than could 
be used.  {PP 529.1}   
 
God has made men His stewards. The property which He has placed in their 
hands is the means that He has provided for the spread of the gospel. To 
those who prove themselves faithful stewards He will commit greater trusts. 
Saith the Lord, "Them that honor Me I will honor." 1 Samuel 2:30. "God loveth a 
cheerful giver," and when His people, with grateful hearts, bring their gifts and 
offerings to Him, "not grudgingly, or of necessity," His blessing will attend 
them, as He has promised. "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." Malachi 3:10.  {PP 
529.2} 
 
God calls for talents of influence and of means. Shall we refuse to obey? Our 
heavenly Father bestows gifts and solicits a portion back, that He may test us 
whether we are worthy to have the gift of everlasting life. {3T 408.3} 
 
I was shown that there have been unhappy results from making urgent calls 
for means at our camp meetings. This matter has been pressed too hard. Many 
men of means would not have done anything had not their hearts been softened and 
melted under the influence of the testimonies borne to them. But the poor have 
been deeply affected and, in the sincerity of their souls, have pledged means 
which they had a heart to give, but which they were unable to pay. In most 
instances urgent calls for means have left a wrong impression upon some minds. 
Some have thought that money was the burden of our message. Many have 
gone to their homes blessed because they had donated to the cause of God. But 
there are better methods of raising means, by freewill offerings, than by urgent 
calls at our large gatherings. If all come up to the plan of systematic 
benevolence, and if our tract and missionary workers are faithful in their 
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department of the work, the treasury will be well supplied without these urgent 
calls at our large gatherings.  {3T 510.1} 

 
The laborer is worth his pay 
 

"Are We All Awake in Ohio? The work in this State is begun. The tent-meeting held 
last season in Gilboa, has been the means of spreading the truth far and wide, and 
the efforts of the messengers since have been attended with a blessing. But shall 
the work stop here? Shall not the loud cry still ring in the ears of this people, until all 
are warned of the impending storm? Certainly, says every saint. Amen. Let all hear. 
 
How shall it be done? Funds are indispensable. Men must eat, drink and wear. 
Who will bear the burden? Shall eight, or ten, or twenty persons have all the 
burden to bear? A tent should be well manned: three or four preachers, and at 
least two good able-bodied and devoted men with the exclusive care of the 
tent; and these men should be well supplied with needful aid, and their 
families comfortably provided for at home, so that all anxiety on that score 
may be removed from their minds; then they can labor gladly and cheerfully. 
How must a man feel fifty miles from home, with a letter in his pocket from his 
wife stating that the meal box is empty, and the children's shoes worn out, as 
he rises to preach and thinks of the bleeding cause of his Master, the 
impending storm that awaits a heartless world? And then as his mind wanders 
to the hungry, scant-clad dear ones at home, (for he loves his family,) what an 
effort of his faith to present the truth. 
 
How his mind wanders from the subject. But says one, (a rich one, too,) an elder 
must be willing to endure hardness. Let an elder trust in God and go out and God 
will take care of him. So he will, dear man, when you, and the like of you, wail and 
lament. Yes, God will take care of those faithful ones who endure for his sake, 
when the vials of his wrath fall upon the rich men. 
 
Now is the time for rich men to become poor, if it is not already too late. Now, now 
sell some of those acres, some of those colts, those fine cattle, now that extra farm. 
Soon it will be too late, soon you will throw the silver and gold in the streets. Perhaps 
there is yet time to lay it up in heaven. Perhaps mercy will linger a little longer. 
 
Let us make the case our own. How would a farmer feel with only a week's 
provision in his house, only fifty pounds of hay in the barn, only one suit of 
clothes, etc.? 
 
One of the pioneers in the present truth has traveled three hundred miles on 
four cents, has slept in barns, and beneath his buggy, while publishing the 
truth. Who is accountable for this? Certainly those whom God has made 
stewards of his treasure, those who are heaping up treasure for the last days. 
 
But says A., I must reserve land for my son. Stop, dear brother: think a moment. The 
2300 days have closed. The angel upon sea and land has sworn to the close of 
time. Mercy lingers a moment. O how precious these moments. Seize the golden 
opportunity. Make the heart of Christ glad with your offerings. Make the angels smile 
with your sacrifices, while plenty and peace fill the hearts and homes of his chosen 
messengers. J. CLARKE. 
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"A peaceful conscience and a contented mind are the principal elements of 
happiness; the cross of Christ, and the promises of God, are designed to produce 
these, and no Christian should rest short of them." ARSH March 11, 1858, page 129 
- ARSH March 11, 1858, page 129.16 

 
When a man leaves home for the missionary field and his work is not appreciated and the 
wife and children are left hungry and with worn-out shoes, the family takes preaching as a 
curse. 
 
Qualifications 
 
How does a person become qualified for tithe paid ministry work?  Men and women in local 
churches are to go out and work for the Lord as this is the duty of every Christian, but some 
will be especially called of God to consecrate themselves to his ministry full-time. As they 
go out and prove themselves by the fruit of their labors, word should be sent from the local 
church to the Conference concerning those who are doing a good work for the Lord and the 
Conference should investigate to see if the person or persons are truly qualified for tithe 
paid full time work. It is up to the Conference to examine the evidence and character of 
each candidate and to determine whether or not to hire a person under the tithe payroll. 
The exact details on what qualifies a person may have to be learned by Conference 
leadership but a thorough interview with the person, those who have been impacted by the 
person’s ministry and those whom know his character best should be sought for. The better 
the qualifying process, the more success per tithe dollar should be seen. I believe we 
should highly encourage qualifying ministers based on the quality of church members they 
produce rather than the quantity but quantity shouldn’t be entirely excluded. One church 
member reached by a minister who faithfully pays tithe and offering and is trained to do 
missionary work bringing in more souls is of far more quality then 10 lay people who remain 
stagnant in their growth.  
 

“In order for a man to be a successful minister, something more than book 
knowledge is essential. The laborer for souls needs consecration, integrity, 
intelligence, industry, energy, and tact. Possessing these qualifications, no 
man can be inferior; instead, he will have a commanding influence for good. 
{GW 111.1}   
 

Also:  
“Men who are chosen of God to labor in this cause, will give proof of their high 
calling, and will regard it as their highest duty to grow and improve until they 
shall become able workmen. Then, as they manifest an earnestness to 
improve upon the talent which God has intrusted to them, they should be 
helped judiciously. But the encouragement given them should not savor of flattery, 
for Satan himself will do enough of that kind of work. Men who think that they have a 
duty to preach, should not be sustained in throwing themselves and their 
families at once upon the brethren for support. They are not entitled to this until 
they can show good fruits of their labor. There is danger now of injuring young 
preachers, and those who have but little experience, by flattery, and by relieving 
them of burdens in life. When not preaching, they should be doing what they 
can for their own support. This is the best way to test the nature of their call to 
preach. If they desire to preach only that they may be supported as ministers, and 
the church pursue a judicious course, they will soon lose their burden, and leave 
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preaching for a more profitable business. Paul, a most eloquent preacher, 
miraculously converted by God to do a special work, was not above labor. He says, 
“Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are 
buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place; and labor, working with our own hands: 
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it.” “Neither did we eat any 
man's bread for naught; but wrought with labor and travail night and day, that we 
might not be chargeable to any of you.” [1 Corinthians 4:11, 12; 2 Thessalonians 
3:8.]  {GW92 145.2}” 
 

Continued: 
“The Lord has shown that gospel order has been too much feared and neglected. 
Formality should be shunned; but, in so doing, order should not be neglected. There 
is order in heaven. There was order in the church when Christ was upon the earth, 
and after His departure order was strictly observed among His apostles. And now in 
these last days, while God is bringing His children into the unity of the faith, there is 
more real need of order than ever before; for, as God unites His children, Satan 
and his evil angels are very busy to prevent this unity and to destroy it. Therefore 
men are hurried into the field who lack wisdom and judgment, perhaps not 
ruling well their own house, and not having order or government over the few 
that God has given them charge of at home; yet they feel capable of having 
charge of the flock. They make many wrong moves, and those unacquainted with 
our faith judge all the messengers to be like these self-sent men. Thus the cause of 
God is reproached, and the truth shunned by many unbelievers who would 
otherwise be candid and anxiously inquire, Are these things so?  {EW 97.1}” 

 
Laboring Under Difficulties 
 

While Paul was careful to set before his converts the plain teaching of 
Scripture regarding the proper support of the work of God, and while he 
claimed for himself as a minister of the gospel the "power to forbear working" 
(1 Corinthians 9:6) at secular employment as a means of self-support, yet at 
various times during his ministry in the great centers of civilization he 
wrought at a handicraft for his own maintenance.  {AA 346.1}   

 
Among the Jews physical toil was not thought strange or degrading. Through Moses the 
Hebrews had been instructed to train their children to industrious habits, and it was 
regarded as a sin to allow the youth to grow up in ignorance of physical labor. Even 
though a child was to be educated for holy office, a knowledge of practical life was 
thought essential. Every youth, whether his parents were rich or poor, was taught 
some trade. Those parents who neglected to provide such a training for their children were 
looked upon as departing from the instruction of the Lord. In accordance with this custom, 
Paul had early learned the trade of tentmaking.  {AA 346.2}   
 

Before he became a disciple of Christ, Paul had occupied a high position and 
was not dependent upon manual labor for support. But afterward, when he 
had used all his means in furthering the cause of Christ, he resorted at times 
to his trade to gain a livelihood. Especially was this the case when he labored 
in places where his motives might have been misunderstood.  {AA 347.1}   

 
It is at Thessalonica that we first read of Paul's working with his hands in self-supporting 
labor while preaching the word. Writing to the church of believers there, he reminded them 
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that he "might have been burdensome" to them, and added: "Ye remember, brethren, our 
labor and travail: for laboring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any 
of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God." 1 Thessalonians 2:6, 9. And again, in his 
second epistle to them, he declared that he and his fellow laborer while with them had not 
eaten "any man's bread for nought." Night and day we worked, he wrote, "that we might not 
be chargeable to any of you: not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an 
ensample unto you to follow us." 2 Thessalonians 3:8, 9.  {AA 347.2}   
 

At Thessalonica Paul had met those who refused to work with their hands. It 
was of this class that he afterward wrote: "There are some which walk among 
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such 
we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they 
work, and eat their own bread." While laboring in Thessalonica, Paul had been 
careful to set before such ones a right example. "Even when we were with 
you," he wrote, "this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat." Verses 11, 12, 10.  {AA 347.3}  

 
In every age Satan has sought to impair the efforts of God's servants by introducing into the 
church a spirit of fanaticism. Thus it was in Paul's day, and thus it was in later centuries 
during the time of the Reformation. Wycliffe, Luther, and many others who blessed the 
world by their influence and their faith, encountered the wiles by which the enemy seeks to 
lead into fanaticism overzealous, unbalanced, and unsanctified minds. Misguided souls 
have taught that the attainment of true holiness carries the mind above all earthly 
thoughts and leads men to refrain wholly from labor. Others, taking extreme views of 
certain texts of Scripture, have taught that it is a sin to work--that Christians should 
take no thought concerning the temporal welfare of themselves or their families, but 
should devote their lives wholly to spiritual things. The teaching and example of the 
apostle Paul are a rebuke to such extreme views.  {AA 348.1}   
 
Paul was not wholly dependent upon the labor of his hands for support while at 
Thessalonica. Referring later to his experiences in that city, he wrote to the Philippian 
believers in acknowledgment of the gifts he had received from them while there, saying, 
"Even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity." Philippians 4:16. 
Notwithstanding the fact that he received this help he was careful to set before the 
Thessalonians an example of diligence, so that none could rightfully accuse him of 
covetousness, and also that those who held fanatical views regarding manual labor might 
be given a practical rebuke.  {AA 348.2}   
 
When Paul first visited Corinth, he found himself among a people who were suspicious of 
the motives of strangers. The Greeks on the seacoast were keen traders. So long had they 
trained themselves in sharp business practices, that they had come to believe that gain 
was godliness, and that to make money, whether by fair means or foul, was commendable. 
Paul was acquainted with their characteristics, and he would give them no occasion for 
saying that he preached the gospel in order to enrich himself. He might justly have claimed 
support from his Corinthian hearers; but this right he was willing to forgo, lest his 
usefulness and success as a minister should be injured by the unjust suspicion that he was 
preaching the gospel for gain. He would seek to remove all occasion for misrepresentation, 
that the force of his message might not be lost.  {AA 349.1}   
 
Soon after his arrival at Corinth, Paul found "a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla." These were "of the same craft" with himself. 
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Banished by the decree of Claudius, which commanded all Jews to leave Rome, Aquila 
and Priscilla had come to Corinth, where they established a business as manufacturers of 
tents. Paul made inquiry concerning them, and learning that they feared God and were 
seeking to avoid the contaminating influences with which they were surrounded, "he abode 
with them, and wrought. . . . And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks." Acts 18:2-4.  {AA 349.2}   
 
Later, Silas and Timothy joined Paul at Corinth. These brethren brought with them funds 
from the churches in Macedonia, for the support of the work.  {AA 350.1}   
 
In his second letter to the believers in Corinth, written after he had raised up a strong 
church there, Paul reviewed his manner of life among them. "Have I committed an offense," 
he asked, "in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you 
the gospel of God freely? I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you 
service. And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: 
for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: 
and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I 
keep myself. As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this boasting in 
the regions of Achaia." 2 Corinthians 11:7-10.  {AA 350.2}   
 
Paul tells why he had followed this course in Corinth. It was that he might give no cause for 
reproach to "them which desire occasion." 2 Corinthians 11:12. While he had worked at 
tentmaking he had also labored faithfully in the proclamation of the gospel. He 
himself declares of his labors, "Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among 
you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds." And he adds, "For 
what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was 
not burdensome to you? Forgive me this wrong. Behold, the third time I am ready to 
come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you. . . . 
And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you." 2 Corinthians 12:12-15.  {AA 350.3}   
 
During the long period of his ministry in Ephesus, where for three years he carried forward 
an aggressive evangelistic effort throughout that region, Paul again worked at his trade. 
In Ephesus, as in Corinth, the apostle was cheered by the presence of Aquila and Priscilla, 
who had accompanied him on his return to Asia at the close of his second missionary 
journey.  {AA 351.1}   
 

There were some who objected to Paul's toiling with his hands, declaring that 
it was inconsistent with the work of a gospel minister. Why should Paul, a 
minister of the highest rank, thus connect mechanical work with the preaching 
of the word? Was not the laborer worthy of his hire? Why should he spend in 
making tents time that to all appearance could be put to better account?  {AA 
351.2}   
 
But Paul did not regard as lost the time thus spent. As he worked with Aquila he kept 
in touch with the Great Teacher, losing no opportunity of witnessing for the Saviour, 
and of helping those who needed help. His mind was ever reaching out for spiritual 
knowledge. He gave his fellow workers instruction in spiritual things, and he 
also set an example of industry and thoroughness. He was a quick, skillful 
worker, diligent in business, "fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." Romans 
12:11. As he worked at his trade, the apostle had access to a class of people 
that he could not otherwise have reached. He showed his associates that skill 
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in the common arts is a gift from God, who provides both the gift and the 
wisdom to use it aright. He taught that even in everyday toil God is to be 
honored. His toil-hardened hands detracted nothing from the force of his 
pathetic appeals as a Christian minister.  {AA 351.3}   
 
Paul sometimes worked night and day, not only for his own support, but that he 
might assist his fellow laborers. He shared his earnings with Luke, and he 
helped Timothy. He even suffered hunger at times, that he might relieve the 
necessities of others. His was an unselfish life. Toward the close of his 
ministry, on the occasion of his farewell talk to the elders of Ephesus, at 
Miletus, he could lift up before them his toilworn hands, and say, "I have 
coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. I have 
showed you all things, how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." Acts 20:33-35.  {AA 352.1}   

 
If ministers feel that they are suffering hardship and privation in the cause of Christ, let 
them in imagination visit the workshop where Paul labored. Let them bear in mind that 
while this chosen man of God is fashioning the canvas, he is working for bread which he 
has justly earned by his labors as an apostle.  {AA 352.2}   
 
Work is a blessing, not a curse. A spirit of indolence destroys godliness and grieves the 
Spirit of God. A stagnant pool is offensive, but a pure, flowing stream spreads health and 
gladness over the land. Paul knew that those who neglect physical work soon become 
enfeebled. He desired to teach young ministers that by working with their hands, by 
bringing into exercise their muscles and sinews, they would become strong to endure the 
toils and privations that awaited them in the gospel field. And he realized that his own 
teachings would lack vitality and force if he did not keep all parts of the system properly 
exercised.  {AA 352.3}   
 
The indolent forfeit the invaluable experience gained by a faithful performance of the 
common duties of life. Not a few, but thousands of human beings exist only to consume the 
benefits which God in His mercy bestows upon them. They forget to bring to the Lord 
gratitude offerings for the riches He has entrusted to them. They forget that by trading 
wisely on the talents lent them they are to be producers as well as consumers. If they 
comprehended the work that the Lord desires them to do as His helping hand they would 
not shun responsibility.  {AA 353.1}   
 
The usefulness of young men who feel that they are called by God to preach, depends 
much upon the manner in which they enter upon their labors. Those who are chosen of 
God for the work of the ministry will give proof of their high calling and by every possible 
means will seek to develop into able workmen. They will endeavor to gain an experience 
that will fit them to plan, organize, and execute. Appreciating the sacredness of their calling, 
they will, by self-discipline, become more and still more like their Master, revealing His 
goodness, love, and truth. And as they manifest earnestness in improving the talents 
entrusted to them, the church should help them judiciously.  {AA 353.2}   
 

Not all who feel that they have been called to preach, should be encouraged to 
throw themselves and their families at once upon the church for continuous 
financial support. There is danger that some of limited experience may be 
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spoiled by flattery, and by unwise encouragement to expect full support 
independent of any serious effort on their part. The means dedicated to the 
extension of the work of God should not be consumed by men who desire to 
preach only that they may receive support and thus gratify a selfish ambition 
for an easy life.  {AA 354.1}   

 
Young men who desire to exercise their gifts in the work of the ministry, will find a helpful 
lesson in the example of Paul at Thessalonica, Corinth, Ephesus, and other places. 
Although an eloquent speaker, and chosen by God to do a special work, he was never 
above labor, nor did he ever weary of sacrificing for the cause he loved. "Even unto this 
present hour," he wrote to the Corinthians, "we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and 
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; and labor, working with our own hands: 
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it." 1 Corinthians 4:11, 12.  {AA 354.2}   
 
One of the greatest of human teachers, Paul cheerfully performed the lowliest as well as 
the highest duties. When in his service for the Master circumstances seemed to require it, 
he willingly labored at his trade. Nevertheless, he ever held himself ready to lay aside his 
secular work, in order to meet the opposition of the enemies of the gospel, or to improve a 
special opportunity to win souls to Jesus. His zeal and industry are a rebuke to indolence 
and desire for ease.  {AA 354.3}   
 
Paul set an example against the sentiment, then gaining influence in the church, that the 
gospel could be proclaimed successfully only by those who were wholly freed from the 
necessity of physical toil. He illustrated in a practical way what might be done by 
consecrated laymen in many places where the people were unacquainted with the truths of 
the gospel. His course inspired many humble toilers with a desire to do what they could to 
advance the cause of God, while at the same time they supported themselves in daily 
labor. Aquila and Priscilla were not called to give their whole time to the ministry of the 
gospel, yet these humble laborers were used by God to show Apollos the way of truth more 
perfectly. The Lord employs various instrumentalities for the accomplishment of His 
purpose, and while some with special talents are chosen to devote all their energies to the 
work of teaching and preaching the gospel, many others, upon whom human hands have 
never been laid in ordination, are called to act an important part in soulsaving.  {AA 355.1}   
 
There is a large field open before the self-supporting gospel worker. Many may gain 
valuable experiences in ministry while toiling a portion of the time at some form of manual 
labor, and by this method strong workers may be developed for important service in needy 
fields.  {AA 355.2}   
 
The self-sacrificing servant of God who labors untiringly in word and doctrine, carries on his 
heart a heavy burden. He does not measure his work by hours. His wages do not influence 
him in his labor, nor is he turned from his duty because of unfavorable conditions. From 
heaven he received his commission, and to heaven he looks for his recompense when the 
work entrusted to him is done.  {AA 355.3}   
 
It is God's design that such workers shall be freed from unnecessary anxiety, that they may 
have full opportunity to obey the injunction of Paul to Timothy, "Meditate upon these things; 
give thyself wholly to them." 1 Timothy 4:15. While they should be careful to exercise 
sufficiently to keep mind and body vigorous, yet it is not God's plan that they should be 
compelled to spend a large part of their time at secular employment.  {AA 356.1}   
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These faithful workers, though willing to spend and be spent for the gospel, 
are not exempt from temptation. When hampered and burdened with anxiety 
because of a failure on the part of the church to give them proper financial 
support, some are fiercely beset by the tempter. When they see their labors so 
lightly prized, they become depressed. True, they look forward to the time of 
the judgment for their just award, and this buoys them up; but meanwhile their 
families must have food and clothing. If they could feel that they were released 
from their divine commission they would willingly labor with their hands. But 
they realize that their time belongs to God, notwithstanding the 
shortsightedness of those who should provide them with sufficient funds. 
They rise above the temptation to enter into pursuits by which they could 
soon place themselves beyond the reach of want, and they continue to labor 
for the advancement of the cause that is dearer to them than life itself. In order 
to do this, they may, however, be forced to follow the example of Paul and 
engage for a time in manual labor while continuing to carry forward their 
ministerial work. This they do to advance not their own interests, but the 
interests of God's cause in the earth.  {AA 356.2}   

 
There are times when it seems to the servant of God impossible to do the work necessary 
to be done, because of the lack of means to carry on a strong, solid work. Some are fearful 
that with the facilities at their command they cannot do all that they feel it their duty to do. 
But if they advance in faith, the salvation of God will be revealed, and prosperity will attend 
their efforts. He who has bidden His followers go into all parts of the world will sustain every 
laborer who in obedience to His command seeks to proclaim His message.  {AA 357.1}   
 
In the upbuilding of His work the Lord does not always make everything plain before His 
servants. He sometimes tries the confidence of His people by bringing about circumstances 
which compel them to move forward in faith. Often He brings them into strait and trying 
places, and bids them advance when their feet seem to be touching the waters of Jordan. It 
is at such times, when the prayers of His servants ascend to Him in earnest faith, that God 
opens the way before them and brings them out into a large place.  {AA 357.2}   
 
When God's messengers recognize their responsibilities toward the needy portions of the 
Lord's vineyard, and in the spirit of the Master Worker labor untiringly for the conversion of 
souls, the angels of God will prepare the way before them, and the means necessary for 
the carrying forward of the work will be provided. Those who are enlightened will give freely 
to support the work done in their behalf. They will respond liberally to every call for help, 
and the Spirit of God will move upon their hearts to sustain the Lord's cause not only in the 
home fields, but in the regions beyond. Thus strength will come to the working forces in 
other places, and the work of the Lord will advance in His own appointed way.  {AA 357.3} 
 
What is the motivation? 
 
Workers are needed who are not moved by wages and yet there are others who are 
receiving and demanding wages yet not laboring for souls: 
 
To Captain C. Eldridge 

My brother, in your letter you speak of leaving the Review Office. I am sorry that you 
can be willing to separate from the work for the reasons you mention. They reveal 
that you have a much deeper experience to gain than you now have. Your faith is 
very weak. Other families, much larger than yours, sustain themselves, without 
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one word of complaint, on half the wages you have. We have been over the 
ground, and I know what I am talking about. It is evident that whether you 
remain in the Review Office or separate from it you have lessons to learn that 
will be of the highest interest to you. I do not feel at liberty to urge you to 
remain; for unless you drink deeper of the Fountain of living waters, your 
service will not be acceptable to God. {1888 1105.1} {Lt20a-1893} 

 
Herein lies a most important lesson for God's people today,--a lesson that many are slow to 
learn. The spirit of covetousness, of seeking for the highest position and the highest wage, 
is rife in the world. The old-time spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice is too seldom met with. 
But this is the only spirit that can actuate a true follower of Jesus. Our divine Master has 
given us an example of how we are to work. And to those whom he bade, "Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men," he offered no stated sum as a reward for their services. They 
were to share with him his self-denial and sacrifice. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 10}  
 
Those who claim to be followers of the Master Worker, and who engage in his service as 
colaborers with God, are to bring into their work the exactitude and skill, the tact and 
wisdom, that the God of perfection required in the building of the earthly tabernacle. And 
now, as in that time and as in the days of Christ's earthly ministry, devotion to God and a 
spirit of sacrifice should be regarded as the first requisites of acceptable service. God 
designs that not one thread of selfishness shall be woven into his work. {RH, January 4, 
1906 par. 11}  
 

Great care should be taken in regard to the spirit pervading the Lord's 
institutions. These institutions were founded in self-sacrifice, and have been 
built up by the self-denying gifts of God's people and the unselfish labor of his 
servants. Everything connected with institutional service should bear the signature 
of heaven. A sense of the sacredness of God's institution should be encouraged and 
cultivated. The workers are to humble their hearts before the Lord, acknowledging 
his sovereignty. All are to live in accordance with principles of self-denial. As 
the true, self-sacrificing laborer, with his spiritual lamp trimmed and burning, 
strives unselfishly to advance the interests of the institution in which he is 
working, he will have a precious experience, and will be able to say, "The Lord 
indeed is in this place." He will feel that he is highly privileged in being 
permitted to give to the Lord's institution his ability, his service, and his 
unwearying vigilance. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 12}  

 
In the early days of the third angel's message those who established our 
institutions, and those who labored in them, were actuated by high motives of 
unselfishness. For their arduous labors they received no more than a mere 
pittance--barely enough for a meager support. But their hearts were baptized 
with the ministry of love. The reward of whole-souled liberality was apparent in 
their close fellowship with the Spirit of the Master Worker. They practised the 
closest economy, in order that as many other laborers as possible might be 
planting the standard of truth in new places. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 13}  
 
But in time a change came. The spirit of sacrifice was not so manifest. In some 
of our institutions the wages of a few workers was increased beyond reason. 
Those who received these wages claimed that they deserved a greater sum 
than others, because of their superior talents. But who gave them their talents, 
their ability? With the increase of wages came a steady increase of 



The laborer is worth his pay 2020 

 Sami LW

 

Page | 17 

covetousness, which is idolatry, and a steady decline of spirituality. Gross 
evils crept in, and God was dishonored. The minds of many who witnessed 
this grasping after higher and still higher wages, were leavened with doubt 
and unbelief. Strange principles, like evil leaven, permeated nearly the entire 
body of believers. Many ceased to deny self, and not a few withheld their 
tithes and offerings. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 14}  
 
God in his providence called for a reform in his sacred work, which should 
begin at the heart, and work outwardly. Some who blindly continued to place a 
high estimate upon their services, were removed. Others received the 
message given to them, turned to God with full purpose of heart, and learned 
to abhor their covetous spirit. So far as possible, they endeavored to set a 
right example before the people by voluntarily reducing their wages. They 
realized that nothing less than complete transformation in mind and heart 
would save them from being swept off their feet by some masterly temptation. 
{RH, January 4, 1906 par. 15}  

 
The work of God in all its wide extent is one, and the same principles should control, the 
same spirit be revealed, in all its branches. It must bear the stamp of missionary work. 
Every department of the cause is related to all parts of the gospel field, and the spirit 
that controls one department will be felt throughout the entire field. If a portion of the 
workers receive large wages, there are others, in different branches of the work, who 
will call for higher wages, and the spirit of self-sacrifice will gradually be lost sight 
of. Other institutions and conferences will catch the same spirit, and the Lord's favor 
will be removed from them; for he can never sanction selfishness. Thus our 
aggressive work would come to an end. Only by constant sacrifice can it be carried 
forward. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 16}  
 
God will test the faith of every soul. Christ has purchased us at an infinite sacrifice. 
Although he was rich, yet for our sake he became poor, that we through his poverty might 
come into possession of eternal riches. All that we possess of ability and intellect has been 
lent us in trust by the Lord, to use for him. It is our privilege to be partakers with Christ in his 
sacrifice. {RH, January 4, 1906 par. 17}  
 
The sharp contrast between the spirit and motives of the people building the wilderness 
tabernacle, and of those engaged in erecting Solomon's temple, has a lesson of deep 
significance. The self-seeking that characterized the workers on the temple finds its 
counterpart today in the selfishness that rules in the world. The spirit of covetousness, of 
seeking for the highest position and the highest wage, is rife. The willing service and joyous 
self-denial of the tabernacle workers is seldom met with. But this is the only spirit that 
should actuate the followers of Jesus. Our divine Master has given an example of how His 
disciples are to work. To those whom He bade, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men" (Matthew 4:19), He offered no stated sum as a reward for their services. They were to 
share with Him in self-denial and sacrifice. {PK 64.3}  
 

Not for the wages we receive are we to labor. The motive that prompts us to 
work for God should have in it nothing akin to self-serving. Unselfish devotion 
and a spirit of sacrifice have always been and always will be the first requisite 
of acceptable service. Our Lord and Master designs that not one thread of 
selfishness shall be woven into His work. Into our efforts we are to bring the 
tact and skill, the exactitude and wisdom, that the God of perfection required 
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of the builders of the earthly tabernacle; yet in all our labors we are to 
remember that the greatest talents or the most splendid services are 
acceptable only when self is laid upon the altar, a living, consuming sacrifice. 
{PK 65.1}  

 
Wages without Souls 
 
There is need of a great reformation in our ranks. The ministers who are drawing pay from 
the conference need to ask themselves the question, Am I a faithful worker? Am I a 
spiritual help to the church? There are those who demand high wages for their labors, 
but who bring few souls into the truth to stand steadfast and true to its principles. It 
is time for our ministers to humble their hearts before the Lord, and bear a straight, 
convincing testimony to the people. It is time for them to labor earnestly to increase 
the membership of the churches, leading all to a thorough understanding of the 
truth, for this time. The Lord wants living members in his church, men and women who 
will encourage one another in faithful service. (Signed) Ellen G. White. {SpM 437.3} 
 
We need to branch out more in our methods of labor; not a hand should be bound; not a 
soul discouraged; not a voice should be hushed; let every individual labor privately or 
publicly to help forward the work. Place the burden upon men and women of the church 
that they may grow by reason of exercise, and thus become efficient agencies in the hand 
of the Lord for the enlightenment of those who sit in darkness. {SpM 438.1}  
 
There has been so much preaching to our churches that they have almost ceased to 
appreciate the gospel ministry. The time has come when this order of things should be 
changed. Let the minister call out the individual church members to help him by 
house-to-house work, to carry the truth into regions beyond. Mrs. E. G. White. {SpM 
438.2} 
 
God's servants must not be idlers, but must work diligently to win souls. One soul saved is 
of more consequence than all the riches of the world. Let our church members ask 
themselves the question, Do I improve my opportunities? What fruit am I bearing to the 
glory of God? {SpM 439.1} 
 
We see determined efforts being made to establish the first day of the week as the Sabbath 
for all the world, in place of the Sabbath of the Lord. And while this is being done, a work is 
going forward in the councils of heaven to bring advantages to the people who believe and 
obey the word of the Lord. {SpM 440.2} 
 
All parts of our country are to be warned of the time in which we live. As schools are 
established in new localities, many will become acquainted with the reasons of our faith. In 
planning our school work, we are to work to benefit both believers and unbelievers, that the 
truth may come to the homes of many who are now in ignorance of it. {SpM 440.4} 
 
Let the work of dividing be carefully and prayerfully considered. Properties will be offered 
for sale in the rural districts at a price below the real cost, because the owners desire city 
advantages, and it is these rural locations that we desire to obtain for our schools, that the 
students may be away from the temptations of city life. If in these places there is land to be 
worked and buildings to be erected, this work will be of great benefit to the students. When 
driven from the cities, or when sent to other countries, the trades learned in our school may 
be made an influence in favor of the truth. {SpM 440.5} As we divide our schools, we 
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should seek to make them more and more like the schools of the prophets. More and more 
we are to make the Bible the great lesson book. Wherever our schools are established 
now, the students are to become most thorough students of the Bible. If they will become 
doers of the Word, if they will dig deep, laying their foundations sure to obedience to all the 
requirements of God, they will be preparing to graduate to the higher school. Ellen G. 
White. {SpM 440.6} 
 
Thus it will ever be when the Spirit of God takes possession of the life. Those whose hearts 
are filled with the love of Christ, will follow the example of Him who for our sake became 
poor, that through His poverty we might be made rich. Money, time, influence--all the gifts 
they have received from God's hand, they will value only as a means of advancing the work 
of the gospel. Thus it was in the early church; and when in the church of today it is seen 
that by the power of the Spirit the members have taken their affections from the things of 
the world, and that they are willing to make sacrifices in order that their fellow men may 
hear the gospel, the truths proclaimed will have a powerful influence upon the hearers.  {AA 
71.1} 
 

The cause of God in the earth today is in need of living representatives of 
Bible truth. The ordained ministers alone are not equal to the task of warning 
the great cities. God is calling not only upon ministers, but also upon 
physicians, nurses, colporteurs, Bible workers, and other consecrated laymen 
of varied talent who have a knowledge of the word of God and who know the 
power of His grace, to consider the needs of the unwarned cities. Time is 
rapidly passing, and there is much to be done. Every agency must be set in 
operation, that present opportunities may be wisely improved.  {AA 158.3} 

 
May God give us a very different spirit and motive why we enter the field of work. May we 
not be moved by impulse or love for money and in-turn turn into busybodies that are 
burdens to the church of God. 
 
Shalom 


