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Lessons from Enoch and Lot  
 

God's purpose in giving the third angel's message to the world is to prepare a 
people to stand true to Him during the investigative judgment. This is the 

purpose for which we establish and maintain our publishing houses, our schools, 
our sanitariums, hygienic restaurants, treatment rooms, and food factories. This 
is our purpose in carrying forward every line of work in the cause. Ms 154, 1902, 

p. 4. ("Instruction to Men in Positions of Responsibility," October 24, 1902.)  {1MR 
228.2} 

 
A great work must be done all through the world, and let no one conclude that, 

because the end is near, there is no need of special effort to build up the various 
institutions as the cause shall demand. You are not to know the day or the hour 
of the Lord's appearing, for this has not been revealed, and let none speculate on 

that which has not been given him to understand. Let everyone work upon that 
which has been placed in his hands, doing the daily duties that God requires. 

When the Lord shall bid us make no further effort to build meetinghouses and 
establish schools, sanitariums, and publishing institutions, it will be time for us 

to fold our hands and let the Lord close up the work; but now is our opportunity 
to show our zeal for God and our love for humanity. 6T 440.1 - 6T 440.2 
 

I was asked to go and explain why, if the Lord was coming so soon, the 
publishing work should need such a large building. I said, “You that have ears, I 

want you to hear. It is because the Lord is coming that we want a building as big 
as this is, and more than that, it will grow larger as the work progresses. The 

Lord has a work to do in the world. The message must go to all parts of the earth. 
It is because we believe this that we have started this work. We are going to deny 
ourselves.” PM 27.2 

 
When the Lord shall bid us make no further effort to build meetinghouses and 

establish schools, sanitariums, and publishing institutions, it will be time for us 
to fold our hands and let the Lord close up the work; but now is our opportunity 

to show our zeal for God and our love for humanity. {6T 440.2}  
 
Oh, that the people might know the time of their visitation! There are many who 

have not yet heard the testing truth for this time. There are many with whom the 
Spirit of God is striving. The time of God's destructive judgments is the time of 

mercy for those who have had no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will 
the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still 

stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. {9T 
97.2} 
 

As God's commandment-keeping people, we must leave the cities. As did Enoch, 
we must work in the cities but not dwell in them.-- Evangelism, pp. 78, 79. 

(1899)  {CL 30.4}   
 

When iniquity abounds in a nation, there is always to be heard some voice giving 
warning and instruction, as the voice of Lot was heard in Sodom. Yet Lot could 
have preserved his family from many evils, had he not made his home in this 
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wicked, polluted city. All that Lot and his family did in Sodom could have been 
done by them, even if they had lived in a place some distance away from the city. 

Enoch walked with God, and yet he did not live in the midst of any city, polluted 
with every kind of violence and wickedness, as did Lot in Sodom.--Evangelism, p. 

79. (1903)  {CL 30.5}  
 
Churches, but not Institutions in the Cities  

 
Repeatedly the Lord has instructed us that we are to work the cities from outpost 

centers. In these cities we are to have houses of worship, as memorials for God, 
but institutions for the publication of our literature, for the healing of the sick, 

and for the training of workers, are to be established outside the cities. Especially 
is it important that our youth be shielded from the temptations of city life.  {CL 
31.1}   

 
It is in harmony with this instruction, that meetinghouses have been purchased 

and rededicated in Washington and in Nashville, while the publishing houses and 
the sanitariums at these centers have been established away from the congested 

heart of the cities, as outpost centers. This is the plan that has been followed in 
the removal of other publishing houses and sanitariums into the country, and 
that is now being followed in Great Britain with regard to the London publishing 

house and also the training-school there. We are now given opportunity to 
advance in the opening providences of God by helping our brethren in these and 

many other important centers to establish the work on a firm basis, in order that 
it may be carried forward solidly.--Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 8, pp. 7, 8. 

(1907)  {CL 31.2}   
 
We are to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves in our efforts to secure 

country properties at a low figure, and from these outpost centers we are to work 
the cities.--Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 14, p. 7. (1902)  {CL 31.3} 

 
The Outpost Centers  

 
From Outpost Centers.--It is God's design that our people should locate outside 
the cities, and from these outposts warn the cities, and raise in them memorials 

for God. There must be a force of influence in the cities, that the message of 
warning shall be heard.-- Review and Herald, April 14, 1903.  {Ev 76.4}   

 
As a Barrier to Contaminating Influence.--We must make wise plans to warn the 

cities, and at the same time live where we can shield our children and ourselves 
from the contaminating and demoralizing influences so prevalent in these 
places.--Life Sketches, p. 410. (1915)  {Ev 76.5}   

 
Low-priced Rural Properties.--We are to be wise as serpents and harmless as 

doves in our efforts to secure country properties at a low figure, and from these 
outpost centers we are to work the cities.-- Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 14, 

p. 7. (1902)  {Ev 77.1}   
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In Easy Access to the Cities.--Let men of sound judgment be appointed, not to 
publish abroad their intentions, but to search for such properties in the rural 

districts, in easy access to the cities, suitable for small training schools for 
workers, and where  facilities may also be provided for treating the sick and 

weary souls who know not the truth. Look for such places just out from the large 
cities, where suitable buildings may be secured, either as a gift from the owners, 
or purchased at a reasonable price by the gifts of our people. Do not erect 

buildings in the noisy cities.--Medical Ministry, pp. 308, 309. (1909)  {Ev 77.2}   
 

Working in, but Not Living in, Cities.--The truth must be spoken, whether men 
will hear, or whether men will forbear. The cities are filled with temptation. We 

should plan our work in such a way as to keep our young people as far as 
possible from this contamination.  {Ev 77.3}   
 

The cities are to be worked from outposts. Said the messenger of God, "Shall not 
the cities be warned? Yes, not by God's people living in them, but by their visiting 

them, to warn them of what is coming upon the earth."--Letter 182, 1902.  {Ev 
77.4}   

 
As Did Enoch.--As God's commandment-keeping people, we must leave the cities. 
As did Enoch, we must work in the cities but not dwell in them.--Manuscript 85, 

1899.  {Ev 77.5}   
 

Lessons From Lot and Enoch.--When iniquity abounds in a nation, there is 
always to be heard some voice giving warning and instruction, as the voice of Lot 

was heard in Sodom. Yet Lot could have preserved his family from many evils had 
he not made his home in this wicked, polluted city. All that Lot and his family did 
in Sodom could have been done by them, even if they had lived in a place some 

distance away from the city. Enoch walked with God, and yet he did not live in 
the midst of any city polluted with every kind of violence and wickedness, as did 

Lot in Sodom.--Manuscript 94, 1903.  {Ev 78.1}  
  

Planning Sectional and Suburban Meetings  
 
Large Cities--Evangelistic Meetings in Different Areas.--Now is the opportune time 

to work the cities; for we must reach the people there. As a people we have been 
in danger of centering too many important interests in one place. This is not good 

judgment nor wisdom. An interest is now to be created in the principal cities. 
Many small centers must be established, rather than a few large centers. . . .  {Ev 

78.2}  
 
Let missionaries be laboring two and two in different parts of all our large cities. 

The workers in each city should frequently meet together for counsel and prayer, 
that they may have wisdom and grace to work together effectively and 

harmoniously. Let all be wide awake to make the most of every advantage. Our 
people must gird the armor on and establish centers in all the large cities.--

Medical Ministry, p. 300. (1909)  {Ev 78.3}   
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Reaching the Unwarned Sections of Our Cities.-- There is to be an increased force 
of working agencies in every part of the field. Let the laborers go out two and two, 

that they may work together in the many parts of our cities that have been left 
unwarned for a long time.--Letter 8, 1910.  {Ev 79.1}   

 
Every Part to Be Worked.--Let a band of workers go to a city and work earnestly 
to proclaim the truth in every part of it. Let them counsel together as to the best 

way of carrying on the work in the most inexpensive manner. They are to do 
thorough work and are ever to keep the spiritual phase of their effort uppermost.-

-Manuscript 42, 1905.  {Ev 79.2}   
 

Tents Repitched to Reach Various Sections of City. --Much wiser generalship 
should be shown in the location of camp meetings; they should not be held in 
out-of-the-way places, for in the cities there are people who need the truth. Camp 

meetings are to be held in places from which the people of our large cities can be 
reached....  {Ev 79.3}   

 
Camp meetings must be held in or near the cities, the workers at one time 

pitching the tent in one part of the city and the next time in another part. Right 
at our doors there are heathen who need to hear the warning message. In the 
large cities of America memorials for God are to be established.--Letter 164, 1901.  

{Ev 79.4}   
 

Planning for a Permanent Work [SEE ALSO PP. 321-326, "BINDING OFF 
THOROUGHLY."]  

 
Surface Plowing--A Limited Harvest.--We are in danger of spreading over more 
territory and starting more enterprises than we can possibly attend to properly, 

and they will become a wearing burden in absorbing means. There is danger to be 
guarded against of overdoing some branches of the work and leaving some 

important parts of the Lord's vineyard to be neglected. To undertake and plan a 
large amount of work and do nothing perfectly, would be a bad plan. We are to 

move forward, but only in the counsel of God. We must not get so far above the 
simplicity of the work we lose our spiritual perception and it will be impossible to 
look after the many accumulated lines of work and enterprises entered into 

without sacrificing our best helpers to keep things in order. Life and health must 
be regarded.  {Ev 79.5}  

 
While we should ever be ready to follow the opening providence of God, we should 

lay no larger plans in places where our work is represented, nor occupy more 
ground than there is help and means to bind off the work well. Surface plowing 
means a limited, scattered harvest. Keep up and increase the interest already 

started, until the cloud moves, then follow it. While there are broader plans and 
fields constantly opening for the laborers, our ideas and views must broaden in 

regard to the workers who are to labor in new fields in the Lord's vineyard to 
bring souls into the truth.--Letter 14, 1886.  {Ev 80.1}   

 
Spreading Too Thin.--Let not the means at your disposal be spent in so many 
places that nothing satisfactory is accomplished anywhere. It is possible for the 
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workers to spread their efforts over so much territory that nothing will be 
properly done in the very places where, by the Lord's direction, the work should 

be strengthened and perfected.--Letter 87, 1902.  {Ev 80.2}   
 

Thoroughness in Evangelistic Details.--If our active temperament gathers in a 
large amount of work that we have not strength nor the grace of Christ to do 
understandingly and with order and exactitude, everything we undertake shows 

imperfection, and the work is constantly marred. God is not glorified however 
good the motive. There is a want of wisdom which is too plainly revealed. The 

worker complains of constantly having too heavy burdens to bear, when God is 
not pleased with his taking these burdens; and he makes his own life one of 

worriment and anxiety and weariness, because he will not learn the lessons 
Christ has given him: to wear His yoke and bear His burdens rather than the 
yoke and burdens of his own creating. . . .  {Ev 80.3}   

 
God wants intelligent workers, doing their work not hurriedly but carefully and 

thoroughly, always preserving the humility of Jesus. Those who put thought and 
painstaking into the higher duties, should put care and thought into the smaller 

duties, showing exactitude and diligence. Oh, how much neglected work is done, 
how much leaving things at loose ends because there is a constant desire to take 
on greater work. The work is slurred over that relates to the service of God, 

because they pile so much work before them that there is nothing done 
thoroughly. But all the work must bear the scrutiny of the Judge of all the earth. 

The smaller duties connected with the service of the Master assume importance 
because it is Christ's service. --Letter 48, 1886.  {Ev 81.1}   

 
No New Interests Till Others Bound Off.--We must not plan for large beginnings 
while we have so little power to complete that which is already begun. Let not 

new enterprises come in before their time, to absorb in other places the means 
that ought to be used to build up the work in_____. The interests in that place 

must be firmly established before other territory is entered.--Letter 87, 1902.  {Ev 
81.2}   

 
Maintaining Interest for the Message.--The experiences of this meeting, with what 
has been presented to me at various times regarding the holding of camp 

meetings in large cities, lead me to advise that a larger number of camp meetings 
be held each year, even though some of them are small; for these meetings will be 

a powerful means of arresting the attention of the masses. By camp meetings 
held in the cities, thousands will be called out to hear the invitation to the feast, 

"Come; for all things are now ready."  {Ev 82.1}   
 
After arousing an interest, we must not cut these meetings short, pulling down 

the tents, leaving the people to think that the meeting is over, just at the time 
when hundreds are becoming interested. It is just then that the greatest good 

may be accomplished by faithful, earnest work. The meetings must be so 
managed that the public interest shall be maintained.  {Ev 82.2}   

 
It may be difficult, sometimes, to hold the principal speakers for some weeks to 
develop the interest awakened by the meeting; it may be expensive to retain the 
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grounds, and to keep standing a sufficient number of the family tents to maintain 
the appearance of a camp meeting; it may be at a sacrifice that several families 

remain camping on the grounds, to assist the ministers and Bible workers in 
visiting and in holding Bible study with those who come on the grounds, and in 

visiting the people at their homes, telling them of the blessings received at the 
meetings, and inviting them to come; but the results will be worthy of the effort. It 
is by such earnest, energetic efforts as these that some of our camp meetings 

have been instrumental in raising up strong, working churches; and it is by just 
such earnest work that the third angel's message must be carried to the people of 

our cities.-- Review and Herald, April 4, 1899.  {Ev 82.3}   
 

Organized Protracted Effort.--Sometimes a large number of speakers attend a 
camp meeting for a few days; and just when the interest of the people is 
beginning to be fully aroused, nearly all hurry away to another meeting, leaving 

two or three speakers behind to struggle against the depressing influence of the 
tearing down and removal of all the family tents.  {Ev 83.1}   

 
How much better it would be in many cases, if the meetings were continued for a 

longer time; if persons would come from each church, prepared to remain a 
month or longer, helping in the meetings, and learning how to labor acceptably. 
Then they could carry a valuable experience to their churches when they return 

home. How much better if some of the same speakers who arouse the interest of 
the people during the largest attendance at the meeting would remain to follow 

up the work begun, by a thoroughly organized protracted effort.--Review and 
Herald, April 4, 1899.  {Ev 83.2}   

 
Leaving the Harvest Ungarnered.--It would be better, and accomplish more good, 
if there were fewer tent meetings, and a stronger force, or company, with different 

gifts to labor. Then there should be a longer tarry in a place where an interest is 
awakened. [NOTE. --THE TENT MEETING WHEN THIS WAS WRITTEN WAS OF 

ONLY A FEW DAYS' DURATION.--COMPILER.] There has been too much haste in 
taking down the tent. Some begin to be favorably impressed, and there is need 

that persevering efforts be put forth till their minds become settled, and they 
commit themselves on the truth.  {Ev 83.3}  
 

In many places where the tent has been pitched, the ministers stay till the 
prejudice begins to wear away, and some would then listen with minds free from 

prejudice; but just then the tent is taken down, and sent on its way to another 
place. The rounds are gone over, time and means spent, and the servants of God 

can see but very little accomplished through the tent season. But few are brought 
to acknowledge the truth, and God's servants, having seen but very little to cheer 
and encourage them, and call out the gift within them, lose instead of gaining in 

strength, spirituality, and power.--Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 148. (1857)  {Ev 83.4}   
 

Follow-Up Workers.--I have been thinking of how it used to be when the loud cry 
of the first angel's message was given in Portland and in the city of Boston. These 

efforts were followed up with continuous work similar to that which you, Elder 
_____ and Sister _____, and your helpers are doing. This work is indeed the Lord's 
work.--Letter 182, 1906.  {Ev 84.1}   
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Locate Families to Hold the Interest Awakened.-- Then there is Toronto 

[Australia], a pleasure resort. These places are all within ten and twenty miles of 
Cooranbong, and must be entered as soon as we can find consecrated families 

whom we can locate there to hold the interest awakened. All these fields are white 
for the harvest, but we can do nothing without devoted workers, who can enter 
and arouse and hold an interest.--Letter 76, 1899.  {Ev 84.2}   

 
A Wise Generalship Needed.--Wise generalship is needed in the selection of fields 

of labor. Plans should be made before a field is entered, [as to] how these souls 
are to be cared for. Who will minister unto these who shall take hold of the truth? 

They have accepted an unpopular truth. Who will educate them after they have 
learned their ABC's? Who will give the spiritual mold to their experience?  {Ev 
84.3}   

 
To labor at considerable expense to bring souls into the truth and then leave 

them to fashion their own experience according to false ideas they have received 
and woven into their religious experience, would leave that work far worse than if 

the truth had never been brought to them. To leave the work incomplete and to 
ravel out is worse than to wait until there are plans well devised to take care of 
those who do come into the faith.--Letter 60, 1886.  {Ev 84.4}  

  
Finance and the Budget  

 
Sit Down and Count the Cost.--God's people are not to go forward blindly in the 

investment of means that they have not and know not where to obtain. We must 
show wisdom in the movements that we make. Christ has laid before us the plan 
upon which His work is to be conducted. Those who desire to build must first sit 

down and count the cost, to see whether they are able to carry the building to 
completion. Before they begin to carry out their plans, they must advise with wise 

counselors. If one worker, failing to reason from cause to effect, is in danger of 
making unwise moves, his fellow workers are to speak words of wisdom to him, 

showing him where he is in error. --Letter 182, 1902.  {Ev 85.1}   
 
Strict Economy.--Let all who take up the work in our large cities be careful in this 

respect--in no place should there be any needless expenditure of money. It is not 
by outward display that men and women are to learn what is comprehended by 

present truth. Our workers are to practice strict economy. God forbids all 
extravagance. Every dollar at our command is to be expended with economy. No 

great display is to be made. God's money is to be used to carry forward in His 
own way the work that He has declared must be done in our world.--Letter 107, 
1905.  {Ev 85.2}   

 
Begin Without Display.--Why should we delay to begin work in our cities? We are 

not to wait for some wonderful thing to be done, or some costly apparatus to be 
provided, in order that a great display may be made. What is the chaff to the 

wheat? If we walk and work humbly before God, He will prepare the way before 
us.--Letter 335, 1904.  {Ev 86.1}   
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Balanced Evangelism.--God forbid that there should be a large outlay of means in 
a few places, without considering the needs of the many fields that have scarcely 

any help. Self-denial exercised by the brethren in favored localities in order that 
adequate help may be given to needy fields, will aid in accomplishing a work that 

will bring glory to God. None can afford to build a high tower of influence in one 
locality, while they leave other places unworked. The Lord grant that our senses 
may be sanctified, and that we may learn to measure our ideas by the work and 

the teachings of Christ.--Letter 320, 1908.  {Ev 86.2}   
 

Bearing Expense of a Worker.--In the great cities many agencies are to be set at 
work. Those who are so situated that they cannot act a part in personal labor, 

may interest themselves in bearing the expenses of a laborer who can go. Let not 
our brethren and sisters make excuses for not engaging in earnest work. No 
practical Christian lives to himself.--Manuscript 128, 1901.  {Ev 86.3}   

 
Churches Finance New Work.--Those who know the truth are to strengthen one 

another, saying to the ministers, "Go forth into the harvest field in the name of 
the Lord, and our prayers shall go with you as sharp sickles." Thus our churches 

should bear decided witness for God, and they should also bring Him their gifts 
and offerings, that those who go forth into the field may have wherewith to labor 
for souls.--Manuscript 73a, 1900.  {Ev 86.4}   

 
God's Provision for City Work.--I have had messages from the Lord, which I have 

given to our people over and over again, that there are many monied men who are 
susceptible to the influences and impressions of the gospel message. The Lord 

has a people who have never yet heard the truth. Keep to your work, and let the 
property that shall be donated to the advancement of the truth be so used that a 
center shall be established in _____. Let proper persons, who have never revealed 

the selfish, grasping spirit which withholds the means that ought to be used in 
the large cities, be selected to carry forward the work, because God acknowledges 

them as His chosen ones. . . .  {Ev 87.1}   
 

God will move upon the hearts of monied men, when the Bible, and the Bible 
alone, is presented as the light of the world. In these cities the truth is to go forth 
as a lamp that burneth.  {Ev 87.2}   

 
The question has been asked, Why have you made a specialty of laboring for the 

lowest, most debased class, passing by the men of discrimination and talent? 
There is a field all ripe for the harvest, and the Lord has means whereby this field 

shall be worked. There are men of large business capabilities who will accept the 
truth, men who trust in the Scriptures, who, from the treasure house of the heart 
can bring forth things new and old. Controlled by the Holy Spirit, these men will 

move in a way that will clear away obstructions, so that the people may be 
warned of the soon coming of the Lord. . . .  {Ev 87.3}   

 
In many testimonies I have stated that wealthy men, who have their Lord's 

money, will be moved by the Spirit of God to open doors for the advancement of 
the truth in large cities. They will use their entrusted means to prepare the way of 
the Lord, to make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  {Ev 87.4}   
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Those who work in the large cities are to reach if possible to the high ones of the 

world, even to ruling powers. Where is our faith? God has presented to me the 
case of Nebuchadnezzar. The Lord worked with power to bring the mightiest king 

on the earth to acknowledge Him as King over all kings. He moved upon the mind 
of the proud king until Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged Him as "the most high 
God," "whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from 

generation to generation."--Letter 132, 1901.  {Ev 88.1}   
 

Solicit the Wealthy.--Let those who labor in the interests of the cause of God lay 
the necessities of the work in _____ before the wealthy men of the world. Do this 

judiciously. Tell them what you are trying to do. Solicit donations from them. It is 
God's means which they have, means which should be used in enlightening the 
world.  {Ev 88.2}   

 
There are stored up in the earth large treasures of gold and silver. Men's riches 

have accumulated. Go to these men with a heart filled with love for Christ and 
suffering humanity, and ask them to help you in the work you are trying to do for 

the Master. As they see that you reveal the sentiments of God's benevolence, a 
chord will be touched in their hearts. They will realize that they can be Christ's 
helping hand by doing medical missionary work. They will be led to co-operate 

with God, to provide the facilities necessary to set in operation the work that 
needs to be done. --Manuscript 40, 1901.  {Ev 88.3}   

 
Others, Too, Must Have Facilities.--Elder_____ uses with prodigality money that 

should go to the sustaining of workers in different parts of the field. He needs to 
remember that others besides him are to have opportunity to use their talents in 
the Lord's work. And they are to be given facilities for work, so that they can labor 

without sacrificing health and even life itself. One worker is not to absorb a large 
amount of money to carry on his line of work according to his own plans, leaving 

his fellow worker without the means he ought to have in order to do the work 
assigned him. Even if this money comes from outsiders, it is still the Lord's 

money. God has not ordained that one worker should have a superabundance, 
while his fellow worker is so bound about by a lack of means that he cannot 
accomplish the work that should be done.--Letter 49, 1902.  {Ev 88.4}   

 
Converted Souls to Provide Means.--As men and women are brought into the 

truth in the cities, the means will begin to come in. As surely as honest souls will 
be converted, their means will be consecrated to the Lord's service, and we shall 

see an increase of our resources.--Manuscript 53, 1909.  {Ev 89.1}   
 
Build Up a Reserve Fund.--Evangelistic work is not to be carried on in the selfish, 

self-exalted manner in which Elder _____ has carried it on. The means that come 
into the hands of the workers in the Lord's cause belong to God and are to be 

used in an economical manner. When large sums of money are given to the work, 
let a portion of the means be laid by; for there will be emergencies to meet in the 

Lord's great vineyard.--Letter 149, 1901.  {Ev 89.2}   
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Wise Management in New Fields.--There is great importance attached to the 
starting in right at the beginning of our work. I have been shown that the work in 

_____ has been bound about without making that decided advancement that it 
might have made if the work had commenced right. Far more might have been 

done with different modes of management, and there would have been less means 
actually taken from the treasury. We have a great and sacred trust in the elevated 
truths committed to us.--Letter 14, 1887.  {Ev 89.3}   

 
Economy Not to Excess.--While we are to be economical, we are not to carry 

economy to excess. It is one of the sad, strange things in life that great mistakes 
are sometimes made in carrying the virtue of self-sacrifice to an extreme. It is 

possible for the Lord's workers to be presumptuous, and to carry too far the self-
sacrifice that prompts them to go without sufficient food and without sufficient 
clothing, in order that they may make every dollar go as far as possible. Some 

laborers overwork and do without things they ought to have, because there is not 
enough money in the treasury to sustain the number of workers that ought to be 

in the field. There would be more money if all would work in accordance with 
Christ's injunction: "Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow Me."--Letter 49. 1902.  {Ev 90.1}   
 
Avoid Petty Meanness.--The one object to be kept before the mind is that you are 

reformers and not bigots. In dealing with unbelievers, do not show a contemptible 
spirit of littleness, for if you stop to haggle over a small sum, you will, in the end, 

lose a much larger sum. They will say, "That man is a sharper; he would cheat 
you out of your rights if he possibly could, so be on your guard when you have 

any dealing with him" But if in a deal a trifle in your favor is placed to the favor of 
another, that other will work with you on the same generous plan. Littleness 
begets littleness, penuriousness begets penuriousness. Those who pursue this 

course do not see how contemptible it appears to others; especially those not of 
our faith; and the precious cause of truth bears the stamp of this defect.--Letter 

14, 1887.  {Ev 90.2}  
  

The Business Management of the Campaign  
 
Ministers Not Burdened With Business.--To every man is given his work. Those 

who enter the ministry engage in a special work and should give themselves to 
prayer and to the speaking of the Word. Their minds should not be burdened 

with business matters. For years the Lord has been instructing me to warn our 
ministering brethren against allowing their minds to become so engrossed with 

business matters that they will have no time to commune with God and to have 
fellowship with the Spirit. A minister cannot keep in the best spiritual frame of 
mind while he is called upon to settle little difficulties in the various churches. 

This is not his appointed work. God desires to use every faculty of His chosen 
messengers. Their mind should not be wearied by long committee meetings at 

night, for God wants all their brain power to be used in proclaiming the gospel 
clearly and forcibly as it is in Christ Jesus.  {Ev 91.1}   

 
Overburdened, a minister is often so hurried that he scarcely finds time to 
examine himself, whether he be in the faith. He finds very little time to meditate 
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and pray. Christ in His ministry united prayer with work. Night after night He 
spent wholly in prayer. Ministers must seek God for His Holy Spirit, in order that 

they may present the truth aright.--Manuscript 127, 1902.  {Ev 91.2}   
 

Business Details Carried by Men of Business Ability. --It is a great mistake to 
keep a minister who is gifted with power to preach the gospel, constantly at work 
in business matters. He who holds forth the Word of life is not to allow too many 

burdens to be placed upon him. . . .  {Ev 91.3}   
 

The finances of the cause are to be properly managed by businessmen of ability; 
but preachers and evangelists are set apart for another line of work. Let the 

management of financial matters rest on others than those set apart for the work 
of preaching the gospel. Our ministers are not to be heavily burdened with the 
business details of the evangelical work carried on in our large cities. Those in 

charge of our conferences should find businessmen to look after the financial 
details of city work. If such men cannot be found, let facilities be provided for 

training men to bear these burdens.--Review and Herald, Oct. 5, 1905.  {Ev 92.1} 
 

Working the Cities from Outpost Centers  
 
In the course of her talk before the conference, Mrs. White exalted the sacredness 

of God's law, and spoke decidedly regarding the necessity of prompt action and of 
acquainting the people with the meaning of the things coming upon the earth. 

She referred particularly to the advantages to be gained by working the cities 
from outpost centers.  {LS 409.4}   

 
"Out of the cities, out of the cities!" she declared; "this is the message the Lord 
has been giving me. The earthquakes will come; the floods will come; and we are 

not to establish ourselves in the wicked cities, where the enemy is served in every 
way, and where God is so often forgotten. The Lord desires that we shall have 

clear spiritual eyesight. We must be quick to discern the peril that would attend 
the establishment of institutions in these wicked cities. We must make wise plans 

to warn the cities, and at the same time live where we can shield our children and 
ourselves from the contaminating and demoralizing influences so prevalent in 
these places. [REVIEW AND HERALD, JULY 5, 1906.]  {LS 409.5} 

  
Scenes of Destruction  

 
Two weeks later Mrs. White returned to her St. Helena home by way of San Jose, 

Mountain View, and San Francisco. "As we traveled northward," she wrote in an 
account of this journey, "we saw some of the effects of the earthquake; and when 
we entered San Jose, we could see that large buildings had collapsed, and that 

others had been seriously damaged.  {LS 410.1}   
 

"At Mountain View, the new post office and some of the largest stores in town had 
been leveled to the ground. Other buildings had partially collapsed, and were 

badly wrecked." [IDEM, MAY 24, 1906.]  {LS 410.2}  
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"On our way home from Mountain View, we passed through San Francisco, and, 
hiring a carriage, spent an hour and a half in viewing the destruction wrought in 

that great city. Buildings that were thought to be proof against disaster, were 
lying in ruins. In some instances, buildings were partially sunken in the ground. 

The city presented a most dreadful picture of the inefficiency of human ingenuity 
to frame fireproof and earthquake-proof structures." ["TESTIMONIES FOR THE 
CHURCH," VOL. 9, PP. 94, 95.] {LS 410.3} 

  
Warnings and Exhortations  

 
As regards her teachings and warnings concerning the necessity of earnest 

endeavor in proclaiming the third angel's message in the cities, in view of the 
calamities that were to befall populous centers as the end of the world draws 
nigh, Mrs. White has written thus:  {LS 411.1}   

 
"Since the San Francisco earthquake, many rumors have been current regarding 

statements I have made. Some have reported that while in Los Angeles, I claimed 
that I had predicted the San Francisco earthquake and fire, and that Los Angeles 

would be the next city to suffer. This is not true. The morning after the 
earthquake, I said no more than that 'the earthquakes will come; the floods will 
come;' and that the Lord's message to us is that we shall 'not establish ourselves 

in the wicked cities.'  {LS 411.2}   
 

"Not many years ago, a brother laboring in New York City published some very 
startling notices regarding the destruction of that city. I wrote immediately to the 

ones in charge of the work there, saying that it was not wise to publish such 
notices; that thus an excitement might be aroused which would result in a 
fanatical movement, hurting the cause of God. It is enough to present the truth of 

the word of God to the people. Startling notices are detrimental to the progress of 
the work." [REVIEW AND HERALD, JULY 5, 1906.]  {LS 411.3}  

 
Under date of Aug. 3, 1903, Mrs. White further wrote regarding this sensational 

report:  {LS 411.4}   
 
"Now comes the word that I have declared that New York is to be swept away by a 

tidal wave. This I have never said. I have said, as I looked at the great buildings 
going up there, story after story: 'What terrible scenes will take place when the 

Lord shall arise to shake terribly the earth! Then the words of Revelation 18:1-3 
will be fulfilled.' The whole of the eighteenth chapter of Revelation is a warning of 

what is coming on the earth. But I have no light in particular in regard to what is 
coming on New York, only I know that one day the great buildings there will be 
thrown down by the turning and overturning of God's power. From the light given 

me, I know that destruction is in the world. One word from the Lord, one touch of 
His mighty power, and these massive structures will fall. Scenes will take place 

the fearfulness of which we cannot imagine."  {LS 411.5}   
 

On Sept. 1, 1902, Mrs. White wrote:  {LS 412.1}   
"Well equipped tent meetings should be held in the large cities, such as San 
Francisco; for not long hence these cities will suffer under the judgments of God. 
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San Francisco and Oakland are becoming as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Lord 
will visit them in wrath."  {LS 412.2}   

 
June 20, 1903: "The judgments of God are in our land. The Lord is soon to come. 

In fire and flood and earthquake, He is warning the inhabitants of this earth of 
His soon approach. O that the people may know the time of their visitation! We 
have no time to lose. We must make more determined efforts to lead the people of 

the world to see that the day of judgment is at hand."  {LS 412.3}   
 

June 3, 1903: "There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time 
of God's destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have no 

opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His 
heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save." {LS 412.4}   
 

Nov. 12, 1902: "The time is nearing when the great crisis in the history of the 
world will have come, when every movement in the government of God will be 

watched with intense interest and inexpressible apprehension. In quick 
succession the judgments of God will follow one another,--fire and flood and 

earthquakes, with war and bloodshed. Something great and decisive will soon of 
necessity take place." [THESE AND SEVERAL OTHER EXTRACTS OF LIKE 
NATURE WERE PUBLISHED IN AN ARTICLE BY MRS. WHITE IN THE REVIEW 

BEARING DATE OF JULY 5, 1906.]  {LS 413.1}  
 

Feb. 15, 1904: "When I was last in New York, I was in the night season called 
upon to behold buildings rising story after story toward heaven. These buildings 

were warranted to be fireproof, and they were erected to glorify the owners. 
Higher and still higher these buildings rose, and in them the most costly material 
was used. . . .  {LS 413.2}   

 
"As these lofty buildings went up, the owners rejoiced with ambitious pride that 

they had money to use in glorifying self. . . . Much of the money that they thus 
invested had been obtained through exaction, through grinding the faces of the 

poor. In the books of heaven, an account of every business transaction is kept. 
There every unjust deal, every fraudulent act, is recorded. The time is coming 
when in their fraud and insolence men will reach a point that the Lord will not 

permit them to pass, and they will learn that there is a limit to the forbearance of 
Jehovah.  {LS 413.3}   

 
"The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at lofty 

and supposedly fireproof buildings, and said, 'They are perfectly safe.' But these 
buildings were consumed as if made of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to 
stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to operate the engines.  {LS 413.4}   

 
"I am instructed that when the Lord's time comes, should no change have taken 

place in the hearts of proud, ambitious human beings, men will find that the 
hand that has been strong to save will be strong to destroy. No earthly power can 

stay the hand of God. No material can be used in the erection of buildings that 
will preserve them from destruction when God's appointed time comes to send 
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retribution on men for their insolence and their disregard of His law." [QUOTED 
IN REVIEW AND HERALD, APRIL 26, 1906.]  {LS 414.1} 

  
Calls to Repentance  

 
The mercy of God in sparing so many lives during the dreadful calamity befalling 
San Francisco and near-by communities, was pointed out by Mrs. White as 

constituting a strong appeal to all classes to recognize the supreme rulership of 
Jehovah and the binding claims of His law. She urged that evangelistic efforts be 

carried on in the cities about the bay, in order that the people might have every 
opportunity to learn the meaning of the judgments coming upon the inhabitants 

of the earth.  {LS 414.2}   
 
Accordingly, for many months following the earthquake, special and continued 

efforts were made to proclaim the third angel's message in San Francisco and 
Oakland and other bay cities. Mrs. White did what she could to encourage the 

workers stationed in these places, and made several visits herself to the 
companies of laborers busily engaged in teaching the people. When meeting with 

those who were familiar with the truths of God's word, she appealed to them to 
lend willing assistance to the efforts of the workers. At the same time she wrote 
also of the far-reaching work that is to be done in every land.  {LS 414.3}   

 
"The world is filled with transgression," she declared. "A spirit of lawlessness 

pervades every land, and is especially manifest in the great cities of the earth. The 
sin and crime to be seen in our cities is appalling. God cannot forbear much 

longer. Already His judgments are beginning to fall on some places, and soon His 
signal displeasure will be felt in other places.  {LS 415.1}   
 

"There will be a series of events revealing that God is master of the situation. The 
truth will be proclaimed in clear, unmistakable language. As a people we must 

prepare the way of the Lord under the overruling guidance of the Holy Spirit. The 
gospel is to be given in its purity. The stream of living water is to deepen and 

widen in its course. In all fields, nigh and afar off, men will be called from the 
plow and from the more common commercial business vocations that largely 
occupy the mind, and will be educated in connection with men of experience. As 

they learn to labor effectively, they will proclaim the truth with power. Through 
most wonderful workings of divine Providence, mountains of difficulty will be 

removed, and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the dwellers 
upon the earth, will be heard and understood. Men will know what is truth. 

Onward and still onward the work will advance, until the whole earth shall have 
been warned; and then shall the end come." [REVIEW AND HERALD, JULY 5, 
1906. THE CLOSING PARAGRAPH, WITH MANY SIMILAR COUNSELS GIVEN 

DURING THOSE BUSY MONTHS SPENT IN SOUL-WINNING SERVICE IN THE 
GREAT CITIES OF THE LAND FOLLOWING THE SAN FRANCISCO 

EARTHQUAKE, MAY BE FOUND IN THE SECTION ON "THE WORK IN THE 
CITIES," IN "TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH," VOL. 9.]  {LS 415.2} 
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Establishing Publishing Houses in New Locations 
 

Plants in Many Places Throughout the World.--He [the Lord] has declared that 
His means should be proportionately distributed, that the cities not only of 

America but of all the world might hear the message of warning. If plants had 
been made in many places, if the cities had been worked as God designed they 
should be, thousands of men and women would have been converted to the 

truth.--Lt 126, 1903.  {PM 184.1}   
 

Publishing Houses as Outpost Centers--Repeatedly the Lord has instructed us 
that we are to work the cities from outpost centers. In these cities we are to have 

houses of worship, as memorials for God; but institutions for the publication of 
our literature, for the healing of the sick, and for the training of workers, are to be 
established outside the cities. Especially is it important that our youth be 

shielded from the temptations of city life.  {PM 184.2}   
 

It is in harmony with this instruction, that meeting-houses have been purchased 
and rededicated in Washington and in Nashville, while the publishing houses and 

the sanitariums at these centers have been established away from the congested 
heart of the cities, as outpost centers. This is the plan that has been followed in 
the removal of other publishing houses and sanitariums into the country, and 

that is now being followed in Great Britain with regard to the London publishing 
house and also the training school there. [MOVED TWENTY MILES FROM 

LONDON TO STANBOROUGH PARK, WATFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND, 
IN 1906.] We are now given opportunity to advance in the opening providences of 

God by helping our brethren in these and many other important centers to 
establish the work on a firm basis, in order that it may be carried forward 
solidly.--2SM 358.  {PM 184.3}  

 
No Large Business Firms in the Cities.-- God has sent warning after warning that 

our schools and publishing houses and sanitariums are to be established out of 
the city, in places where the youth may be taught most effectively what is truth. 

Let no one attempt to use the Testimonies to vindicate the establishment of large 
business interests in the cities. Do not make of no effect the light that has been 
given upon this subject.  {PM 185.1}   

 
Men will arise speaking perverse things, to counterwork the very movements that 

the Lord is leading His servants to make. But it is time that men and women 
reasoned from cause to effect. It is too late, too late, to establish large business 

firms in the cities--too late to call young men and women from the country to the 
city. Conditions are arising in the cities that will make it very hard for those of 
our faith to remain in them. It would therefore be a great mistake to invest money 

in the establishment of business interests in the cities.--2SM 357. [CHURCH-
OPERATED GRADE SCHOOLS AND CHURCH BUILDINGS MAY OF NECESSITY 

BE ERECTED IN CITY ENVIRONMENTS ACCORDING TO THE COUNSEL GIVEN. 
(SEE CG 306.)]  {PM 185.2}  

 
Plants Near but Outside Large Cities.--The movements made by many in Battle 
Creek to counterwork the effort to transfer the publishing house to another place 
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as the Lord directed, will reveal their results. It will be seen what it means to 
work contrary to the purposes of God. But I have been shown that the results of 

this opposition will not be fully known until the books of heaven shall be opened 
and every man shall be judged according to the deeds done in the body. {PM 

185.3}   
 
Again and again we have seen the results of working directly against the plan of 

God. We have seen how great a mistake it is for men to use their influence to turn 
aside the counsel of God in order to bring in human devising. Men have been 

held in Battle Creek who ought long ago to have been out in the fields that are 
destitute of workers. Shall I not judge for this thing? saith the Lord. Human 

wisdom has urged the advantage of remaining in Battle Creek, when the Lord had 
said, Go; make plants in various places near to but outside the large cities.--MS 
76, 1905.  {PM 186.1}   

 
Not in a City, but in a Rural District.--As our brethren search for a location for 

the Review and Herald publishing house, they are earnestly to seek the Lord. 
They are to move with great caution, watchfulness, and prayer, and with a 

constant sense of their own weakness. We must not depend upon human 
judgment. We must seek for the wisdom that God gives....  {PM 186.2}   
 

In regard to establishing the institution in New York, I must say, Be guarded. I 
am not in favor of its being near New York. I cannot give all my reasons, but I am 

sure that any place within thirty miles of that city would be too near. Study the 
surroundings of other places. I am sure that the advantages of Washington, D.C., 

should be closely investigated. [IN THE YEAR 1903 THE REVIEW AND HERALD 
PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION WAS BUILT ON A PIECE OF PROPERTY NEXT TO 
THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ABOUT FIVE 

TO SIX MILES FROM THE U.S. CAPITOL. THE LOCATION WAS MORE RURAL 
THAN MUNICIPAL AND IDEALLY ADAPTED FOR OUR PRINTING WORK.]  {PM 

186.3}  
 

The workers connected with the publishing house must be closely guarded. Our 
young men and young women must not be placed where they will be in danger of 
being ensnared by Satan.  {PM 186.4}   

 
We should not establish this institution in a city, nor in the suburbs of a city. It 

should be established in a rural district, where it can be surrounded by land. In 
the arrangements made for its establishment, the climate must be considered. 

The institution should be placed where the atmosphere is most conducive to 
health. This point should be given an important place in our considerations, for 
wherever the office of publication is established, preparation must also be made 

to fit up a small sanitarium and to establish a small agricultural school. We 
must, therefore, find a place that has sufficient land for these purposes. We must 

not settle in a congested center.  {PM 186.5}   
 

My brethren, open up the work intelligently. Let every point be carefully and 
prayerfully considered. After much prayer and frequent consultation together, act 
in accordance with the best judgment of all. Let each worker sustain the other. 
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Do not fail or become discouraged. Keep your perceptive faculties keen and clear 
by learning constantly of Christ, the Teacher who cannot err.--LS 391, 392.  {PM 

187.1}   
 

Homes and Institutions in Rural Locations.--Special light has been given me in 
regard to moving our publishing houses and sanitariums and schools out of the 
cities into places more favorable for their work, where those connected with them 

will not be exposed to all the temptations of city life. Especially should our 
schools be away from the cities. It is not for the spiritual good of the workers in 

our institutions for them to be located in the cities, where the temptations of the 
enemy abound on every hand.  {PM 187.2}   

 
The instruction given regarding the removal of the publishing work from Battle 
Creek to some rural place near Washington, D.C., was clear and distinct, and I 

earnestly hope that this work may be hastened.  {PM 187.3}   
 

Instruction has also been given that the Pacific Press should be moved from 
Oakland. [THE MOVE TO MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA, THIRTY-EIGHT MILES 

SOUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, WAS MADE IN 1904 (SEE SDAEN 1059.)] As the 
years have passed by, the city has grown and it is now necessary to establish the 
printing plant in some more rural place, where land can be secured for the homes 

of the employees. Those who are connected with our offices of publication should 
not be obliged to live in the crowded cities. They should have opportunity to 

obtain homes where they will be able to live without requiring high wages.--FE 
492. {PM 187.4}  

 
Think Before Moving to Institutional Centers.--Those who are necessarily situated 
near our institutions should be careful how they send out glowing reports of the 

place. Everywhere there are people who are restless and dissatisfied, and who 
long to go to some place where they think they will do better than in their present 

surroundings. They think that if they could be given work in connection with 
some one of our institutions, they would have a better chance to earn a living.  

{PM 188.1}   
 
Those who are tempted to gather about our institutions should understand that 

it is skilled workers that are needed, and that heavy burdens fall upon all who 
are properly related to the work. Those who are connected with our institutions 

must be producers as well as consumers. To those who desire to change their 
location, and settle near one of our institutions, I would say: Do you think that in 

settling near an institution you will be able to get a living without perplexity or 
hard work? Have you counseled with the Lord in regard to this matter? Have you 
evidence that your desire for a change of location is free from selfish motives, and 

would be for the honor of God?...  {PM 188.2}   
 

Those who feel like settling close to our publishing house or our sanitarium and 
school at Takoma Park, should take counsel before they move.  {PM 188.3}   

 
To those who are looking toward Mountain View as a favorable place in which to 
live, because the Pacific Press is to be established there, I would say: Look to 
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other parts of the world, which need the light that you have received in trust. 
Remember that God has given to every man his work. Choose some locality where 

you will have opportunity to let your light shine forth amid the moral darkness....  
{PM 188.4}   

 
Let those who are thinking of settling at Mountain View remember that this is not 
wisdom unless they are called there to connect with the publishing work. The 

world is large; its needs are great. Go, make new centers in places where there is 
need of light. Do not crowd into one place, making the same mistake that has 

been made in Battle Creek. There are hundreds of places that need the light God 
has given you.--FE 493-495. {PM 188.5}   

 
Guiding Principles in Building Operations.--When plans are laid to erect a 
building in one place, give careful consideration to other places that are in just as 

great need of money for the erection of needful buildings. Time is short, and while 
buildings must be erected, let this be done with due consideration for all parts of 

the Lord's vineyard. Let the one who has charge of the building be a man of 
sound, sanctified mind, not one who, in his anxiety to erect a fine piece of 

architecture, will bring perplexity upon the work by expensive investment.  {PM 
189.1}   
 

God is not the author of confusion, but of order and progress. Let those who 
desire to advance His kingdom make haste slowly and build intelligently. Let no 

one rush on with a stumbling supposition that means must be invested to make 
a display. Thus saith the Lord: "Means must not be so expended, for it is at the 

expense of souls."--7T 284.  {PM 189.2}   
 
Never are we to rely upon worldly recognition and rank. Never are we, in the 

establishment of institutions, to try to compete with worldly institutions in size or 
splendor. We shall gain the victory, not by erecting massive buildings, in rivalry 

with our enemies, but by cherishing a Christlike spirit--a spirit of meekness and 
lowliness. Better far the cross and disappointed hopes, with eternal life at last, 

than to live with princes and forfeit heaven.  {PM 189.3}   
 
The Saviour of mankind was born of humble parentage, in a sin-cursed, wicked 

world. He was brought up in obscurity at Nazareth, a small town in Galilee. He 
began His work in poverty and without worldly rank. Thus God introduced the 

gospel, in a way altogether different from the way in which many in our day deem 
it wise to proclaim the same gospel.  {PM 189.4}   

 
At the very beginning of the gospel dispensation He taught His church to rely, not 
on worldly rank and splendor, but on the power of faith and obedience. The favor 

of God is of greater value than gold and silver. The power of His Spirit is of 
inestimable worth.  {PM 189.5}   

 
Thus saith the Lord: "Buildings will give character to My work only when those 

who erect them follow My instruction in regard to the establishment of 
institutions. Had those who have managed and sustained the work in the past 
always been controlled by pure, unselfish principles, there never would have been 
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the selfish gathering of a large share of My means into one or two places. 
Institutions would have been established in many localities. The seeds of truth, 

sown in many more fields, would have sprung up and borne fruit to My glory."--
7T 100, 101.  {PM 189.6}   

 
Righteous Principles Versus Imposing Buildings.-- Large buildings can give no 
Christlike character to the work, be they ever so imposing. Correct principles 

maintained, a righteous character developed by those in Christ's service, firm 
resistance against evil--these will do more to honor God than the finest 

buildings.--Lt 4, 1896.  {PM 190.1}   
 

Large Buildings Piling Up in a Few Places.--Already His judgments have begun to 
fall upon the inhabitants of the land. He can touch the largest so-called fireproof 
buildings, and in two or three hours they are as nothingness, burned to the 

ground.  {PM 190.2}   
 

We have before us a great work, the closing work of giving the last warning 
message to a sinful world. But what have we done in the world? Look, I beg of 

you, at the many, many places that have never even been entered. Behold the 
Southern field with its millions upon millions of souls. Who is interested in their 
salvation? Look at the large buildings that have been piled up in a few places. 

Witness the showing in Battle Creek and in a few other centers of our work. 
Consider the amount of time, the effort, the means, that have been expended in 

making a great showing in a few places. Look at our brethren and sisters treading 
over and over the same ground, while around them is a neglected world, lying in 

wickedness and corruption, a world as yet unwarned! To me this is an awful 
picture. What appalling indifference we manifest to the needs of a perishing 
world!--MS 96, 1902.  {PM 190.3}   

 
Small Plants in the South and Other Places.--It is not the Lord's plan to centralize 

largely in any one place. The time has passed when there should be any binding 
about of the work and confining it to a few places. There are small printing plants 

to be established and recognized in the South and in other places not yet 
designated.--Lt 328, 1907.  {PM 190.4}   
 

Publishing Work in Nashville.--It was in accordance with God's purpose that the 
publishing work was started in Nashville. In the Southern field there is need of a 

printing office for the publication of the truth for this time, and especially for 
printing reading matter suitable for the different classes of people in this field. 

And there is no city in the South better suited than Nashville for the carrying 
forward of publishing work. The establishing of such an institution is an advance 
movement. If rightly managed, this institution will give character to the work in 

the South and to many souls will be the means of imparting a knowledge of the 
truth. The Nashville publishing house will still need to be assisted for a time by 

gifts and offerings.  {PM 191.1}   
 

Sanitarium work also has been begun in Nashville. 
Slowly but surely the wheel of Providence is turning. We know not how soon our 
Lord will say: "It is done." His coming is drawing nigh. Soon our opportunities for 
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work will be forever past. Only a little while longer shall we be permitted to labor. 
My brethren, will you not strive with earnest effort to establish memorials for God 

throughout the Southern States? Churches should be raised up; houses of 
worship should be built; small schools and sanitariums should be established; 

and the publishing interests should be strengthened.  {PM 191.3}   
 
The lines of work to be established in different places in the South will need men 

and women of wisdom and prayer, men and women who will carry the work 
forward from stage to stage soundly, intelligently--toiling, praying, working 

economically, as laborers of God's appointment. The situation calls for personal, 
untiring, united effort.  

 
 
     One brick upon another, and the  

          highest wall is made;  
     One flake upon another, and the  

          deepest snow is laid.--7T 233-235.  {PM 191.4}   
 

A Place of Access to Black Race.--As a people we should take a special interest in 
the work at Nashville. At the present time this city is a point of great importance 
in the Southern field. Our brethren selected Nashville as a center for work in the 

South because the Lord in His wisdom directed them there. It is a favorable place 
in which to make a beginning. Our workers will find it easier to labor in this city 

for the colored race than in many other cities of the South. In this city much 
interest is taken in the colored people by those not of our faith. In and near the 

city are large educational institutions for the colored people. The influence of 
these institutions has prepared the way for us to make this city a center for our 
work.  {PM 191.5}   

 
Into the institutions of learning at Nashville the truth is to find entrance. There 

are those in these institutions who are to be reached by the third angel's 
message. Everything that can be done to interest these teachers and students in 

the message of present truth should now be done, and it should be done in a wise 
and understanding manner. From the experienced teachers may be learned 
precious lessons regarding the best ways of helping the colored people.  {PM 

192.1}   
 

The truth is also to be brought before those who have given of their means and 
influence for the benefit of the colored race. They have taken a noble stand for the 

uplifting of this people. They are to see a representation of our work that will be 
to them an object lesson. We are to do all we can to remove the prejudice that 
exists in their minds against our work. If the efforts we put forth are in 

accordance with God's will, many among them will be convicted and converted. 
The Lord causes light to shine on the pathway of those who are seeking for light.-

-7T 232, 233.  {PM 192.2}   
 

Light to Shine Forth From Nashville.--Light will shine upon the workers in 
Nashville. From this center light will shine forth in the ministry of the Word, in 
the publication of books large and small. We have as yet merely touched the 
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Southern field with the tips of our fingers. "The earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Isaiah 11:9). The same Voice 

that at the beginning said, "Let there be light," in these last days declares that a 
knowledge of God's Word shall not be confined merely to a few places.  {PM 192.3}   

 
The laborers who have the missionary spirit will go forth as heralds of the 
morning. Christ, heaven's Conqueror, is in the midst of you. From the 

experiences you are now passing through in the South, all may learn lessons. 
Truth and righteousness live and will continue to shine amidst the darkness of 

this degenerate age.  {PM 193.1}   
 

My brethren in Nashville, when any attempt is made to divert your minds from 
the work that the Lord has appointed you to do, let your voices ring out in 
accents clear and distinct. With unmistakable determination say: "I am doing a 

great work, and cannot come down. Why should this work cease, as it would if I 
were to leave it and come down to you?" Never, never, although surrounded by 

those who desire to quench the last spark of life that God is keeping alive, should 
you consent to any such proposal. . . .  {PM 193.2}   

 
We are not to be under bondage to any man or confederacy of men. We need the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. We have followed man's wisdom long enough. And we 

can avoid the consequences of following this wisdom, if we choose to follow the 
Lord now, just now. We need a wisdom greater than the wisdom of man to 

strengthen the things that remain, that are ready to die.--Lt 208, 1902.  {PM 
193.3}   

 
Special Literature for the South.--Special literature should be prepared expressly 
for the Southern field. Publishing is to be done in the South to prepare the style 

of books essential for this field. Talent is being and will continue to be developed 
that will be the means, through God, of bringing into the truth souls ready to 

die.--MS 24, 1891.  {PM 193.4}   
 

Let the Southern field have its own home-published books. Selected books from 
the Old and New Testaments can be published in separate volumes, with simple 
explanations and inexpensive illustrations. In addition to these books, there can 

also be published some illustrated books suitable for schoolchildren. These books 
will be a great help in the work in the South.--Lt 162, 1902. {PM 193.5}   

 
Solicit Donations From Wealthy Men.--Nashville is to be made a center for the 

work. From this place will go forth an influence which will establish the work as 
the Lord may prepare the way in other places in the South. Let those who labor in 
the interests of the cause of God lay the necessities of the work in the South 

before the wealthy men of the world. Do this judiciously. Tell them what you are 
trying to do. Solicit donations from them. It is God's means which they have, 

means which should be used in enlightening the world.--MS 40, 1901. (See also 
Ev 88.)  {PM 194.1}   
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Warning Against Debt.--Patient continuance in well-doing--this is to be our 
motto. We are to put forth persevering effort, advancing step by step until the 

race is run, the victory gained.  {PM 194.2}   
 

When the publishing work at Nashville was started, it was the avowed purpose of 
the workers to keep out of debt; but in their desperate effort to make brick 
without straw, our brethren were led to depart from this purpose, and, as the 

result, the work has become involved in difficulty. But God's workmen at 
Nashville are not, because of this, to become discouraged. The work must not 

cease. Let all now seek most earnestly to avoid the mistakes of the past. Let them 
guard themselves as with a fence of barbed wire against the inclination to go into 

debt. Let them say firmly: "Henceforth we will advance no faster than the Lord 
shall indicate and the means in hand shall allow, even though the good work has 
to wait for a while. In beginning in new places, we will labor in narrow quarters, 

rather than involve the Lord's cause in debt."--7T 235, 236.  {PM 194.3}   
 

Never Amputate a Limb That May Be Saved. [ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 
19, 1902, SEVERAL CHURCH LEADERS MET WITH ELLEN WHITE AT HER 

ELMSHAVEN HOME IN CALIFORNIA TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THE 
FLEDGLING PUBLISHING PLANT IN THE SOUTH. AFTER LOOKING AT THE 
OPERATING STATEMENTS AND LISTENING TO THE APPEALS OF THE 

BRETHREN, ELLEN WHITE AGREED WITH A. G. DANIELLS THAT THE 
SOUTHERN PUBLISHING HOUSE "HAD BETTER BE CLOSED." BUT THE 

FOLLOWING NIGHT THE LORD GAVE HER THE VISION OF THE OPERATING 
ROOM HERE QUOTED. (SEE A. G. DANIELLS, THE ABIDING GIFT OF 

PROPHECY, PP. 322-329.) THAT ELLEN WHITE RECOGNIZED THAT SOME 
"LIMBS" MIGHT HAVE TO BE AMPUTATED EVEN AFTER "EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE" HAD BEEN DONE TO SAVE THEM SEEMS EVIDENT, HOWEVER, 

FOR SHE WROTE IN 1898: "GOD HELP THE MANAGERS OF OUR SCHOOLS 
NEVER TO ALLOW THE OUTGO TO EXCEED THE INCOME, IF THE SCHOOL 

HAS TO BE CLOSED."--COUNSELS ON STEWARDSHIP, P. 271.]— 
 

Last night I seemed to be in the operating room of a large hospital, to which 
people were being brought, and instruments were being prepared to cut off their 
limbs in a big hurry. One came in who seemed to have authority, and said to the 

physicians, "Is it necessary to bring these people into this room?" Looking 
pityingly at the sufferers, he said, "Never amputate a limb until everything 

possible has been done to restore it." Examining the limbs which the physicians 
had been preparing to cut off, he said, "They may be saved. The first work is to 

use every available means to restore these limbs. What a fearful mistake it would 
be to amputate a limb that could be saved by patient care. Your conclusions have 
been too hastily drawn. Put these patients in the best rooms in the hospital, and 

give them the very best of care and treatment. Use every means in your power to 
save them from going through life in a crippled condition, their usefulness 

damaged for life."  {PM 194.4}  
 

The sufferers were removed to a pleasant room, and faithful helpers cared for 
them under the speaker's directions; and not a limb had to be sacrificed.--Lt 162, 
1902.  {PM 195.1}   
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A Publishing Work in Mexico.--I am glad to hear Brother Jones [C. H. JONES, 

THE MANAGER OF THE PACIFIC PRESS FOR ABOUT FIFTY YEARS.] speaking of 
Mexico. I am sure that God has a work to do in that field. It may be hard to see 

that much advancement is being made, but as in faith you sow the seeds of 
truth, you will reap a harvest. It is in God's order that the work should be started 
in Mexico. Let this work advance. The Lord desires His people to reach out into 

new fields. . . . When doors are opened to us, God wants us to enter at once. Be 
prepared to improve the opportunity.--MS 81, 1901.  {PM 195.2}  

 
Branch Office in Mexico. [IN JULY, 1980, THE PACIFIC PRESS ESTABLISHED A 

BRANCH OFFICE IN MONTEMORELOS, MEXICO.]--In reference to the 
establishment of a branch office in Mexico, I cannot see why this work should not 
be entered upon. I cannot see why, when we are the helping hand of God, when 

we have been given instruction in regard to the part the publishing work is to act 
in carrying the message of present truth, this opportunity should not be 

improved.  {PM 195.3}  
 

It is through the publication of our literature that light is to shine forth to many 
places. Our books and tracts and papers will go where we cannot go. As these 
messengers are sent on their way, they will give their message. No one can enter 

into controversy with them, for they cannot answer back. They stand as dumb, 
but powerful witnesses for the truth.--MS 81, 1901.  {PM 196.1}   

 
Publishing Houses in Missionary Lands.--At various points in missionary lands 

publishing houses must be established. To give character to the work, to be 
centers of effort and influence, to attract the attention of the people, to develop 
the talents and capabilities of the believers, to unify the new churches, and to 

second the efforts of the workers, giving them facilities for more ready 
communication with the churches and more rapid dissemination of the message--

all these and many other considerations plead for the establishment of publishing 
centers in missionary fields.--7T 145.  {PM 196.2}   

 
Facilities for Printing at Mission Schools.--There is much to be done in the way of 
establishing centers for our work in new fields. Missionary printing offices should 

be established in many places. In connection with our mission schools there 
should be facilities for printing and for training workers in this line. Where there 

are in training persons of various nationalities, speaking different languages, 
each should learn to print in his own tongue, also to translate into that tongue 

from the English. And while he is learning English, he should be teaching his 
language to such English-speaking students as may need to acquire it. Thus 
some of the foreign-born students might defray the expense of their education, 

and workers might be prepared to give valuable help in missionary enterprises.  
{PM 196.3}   

 
In many cases the publishing work will have to be started on a small scale. It will 

have to contend with many difficulties and to be carried forward with few 
facilities. But none should be discouraged because of this. The world's way is to 
begin its work with pomp and show and boasting, but all will come to nought. 
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God's way is to make the day of small things the beginning of the triumph of 
truth and righteousness. For this reason none need to be elated by a prosperous 

beginning or cast down by apparent feebleness. God is to His people riches and 
fullness and power as they look to the things that are not seen. To follow His 

direction is to choose the path of safety and true success. "This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." 1 John 5:4.  {PM 196.4}   
 

Human power did not establish the work of God, neither can human power 
destroy it. To those who carry forward His work in face of difficulty and 

opposition, God will give the constant guidance and guardianship of His holy 
angels. His work on earth will never cease. The building of His spiritual temple 

will be carried forward until it shall stand complete, and the headstone shall be 
brought forth with shoutings: "Grace, grace unto it." . . .  {PM 197.1}   
 

I have been instructed that wherever by self-sacrifice and urgent efforts facilities 
for the establishment and advancement of the cause have been provided, and the 

Lord has prospered the work, those in that place should give of their means to 
help His servants who have been sent to new fields. Wherever the work has been 

established on a good foundation, the believers should feel themselves under 
obligation to help those in need, by transferring even at great sacrifice, a portion 
or all of the means which in former years was invested in behalf of the work in 

their locality. Thus the Lord designs that His work shall increase. This is the law 
of restitution in right lines.--7T 169, 170. (See also 7T 171, 172.)  {PM 197.2}   

 
Duty of Prosperous Institutions. [THE GENERAL CONFERENCE HAS 

ESTABLISHED A PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR 
EXPANSION OF EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES OF OVERSEAS PUBLISHING 
HOUSES UNABLE TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF A GROWING BUSINESS. 

THESE OVERSEAS HOUSES AND THE DIVISIONS TO WHICH THEY BELONG 
ARE ALSO ENCOURAGED TO ASSIST FINANCIALLY IN EXPANSION PROGRAMS. 

SEE GENERAL CONFERENCE PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT POLICIES 42, 43.]-- 
All heaven takes an interest, not only in the lands that are nigh and that need 

our help, but in the lands that are afar off. The heavenly beings are watching and 
waiting for human agencies to be deeply moved by the needs of their fellow 
workmen who are in perplexity and trial, in sorrow and distress.  {PM 197.3}  

 
When one of the Lord's institutions falls into decay, the more prosperous 

institutions should work to the utmost of their ability in assisting the crippled 
institution, that the name of God be not dishonored. Whenever the managers of 

God's institutions close their hearts to the necessities of sister institutions, and 
neglect to make every effort possible for their relief, selfishly saying, "Let them 
suffer," God marks their cruelty, and the time will come when they will have to 

pass through a similar experience of humiliation. But, my brethren, you do not 
mean to do this. I know that you do not.  {PM 198.1}   

 
Every facility we have in Europe for the advancement of the work is needed; every 

institution should stand in a healthy, flourishing condition before an ungodly 
world. Let not the angels of God who are ministering to those that bear the 
responsibilities see God's workers disheartened. Already the difficulties have 
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increased by our delay, so that the work of restoration will now require greater 
labor and expense. In the name of the Lord we ask His people who have means to 

prove themselves faithful stewards. Repair the machinery so essential to carry 
forward the work of God, that His people shall not become discouraged and His 

work be left to languish. . . .  {PM 198.2}   
 
There is need now of the help that all can bring. Seek to heal the breach that has 

been made. Do it cheerfully. Do it nobly. Come up to the help of the Lord, to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty. Redeem at once the institution that is in so 

great peril.  {PM 198.3}   
 

Let all who realize the nearness of the Lord's coming act their faith. When we see 
one of God's instrumentalities languishing, let those who have heart and soul in 
the work manifest their interest.  {PM 198.4}   

 
Let those in responsible positions set a right example. Every noble Christian 

instinct should lead them to plan and work with far greater earnestness for the 
relief of the Lord's institution that they would for the saving of their own property. 

Let all try to do something. Look over your affairs, and see what you can do to 
cooperate with God in this work....  {PM 198.5}   
 

Men to whom God has entrusted capabilities and talents of means will be 
impressed by Him to take on the burden of responsibility, and help our 

Scandinavian brethren [in this case the Norwegian Publishing House].  {PM 
199.1}   

 
The cause of God in Europe is not to become a stone of stumbling or a rock of 
offense to unbelievers. The institutions there are not to be closed or given into the 

hands of worldlings. Let the Lord's servants in Europe make every effort in their 
power to recover what has been lost, and the Lord will work with them. And I call 

upon our people in America to cooperate with their brethren in Europe. If all will 
act their part in His great plan, God's purpose will be accomplished. The difficulty 

will soon be in the past, no more to harass the cause of God.--6T 459-461.  {PM 
199.2}   
 

Sustaining a Smaller Publishing House.--[THE FOLLOWING APPEAL, WRITTEN 
NOVEMBER 20, 1900, RELATES TO THE FINANCIAL EMBARRASSMENT OF 

OUR PUBLISHING WORK IN CHRISTIANIA, NORWAY. IN 1899 WORD WAS 
RECEIVED BY THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD THAT THE PUBLISHING HOUSE 

AT CHRISTIANIA HAD BECOME INVOLVED IN DEBT AND WAS UNABLE TO 
MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS, AND THAT THE INSTITUTION WAS IN DANGER OF 
FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF ITS CREDITORS. TO RELIEVE THIS 

EMBARRASSMENT, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WOULD BE REQUIRED TO THE 
AMOUNT OF $50,000. THIS THE BOARD COULD NOT FURNISH, AND THOUGH 

OUR BRETHREN IN NORWAY CONTINUED TO HOLD POSSESSION OF THE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE FOR MORE THAN A YEAR AFTER THIS, LITTLE WAS 

DONE FOR THEIR RELIEF. IT SEEMED THAT THE BUILDING MUST FINALLY 
BE GIVEN OVER TO THE CREDITORS OR BE SOLD TO RAISE FUNDS FOR 
MEETING THE DEBT. THUS THE INSTITUTION BUILT UP BY YEARS OF LABOR 



OUTPOSTS IN THE END TIMES 2020 

 Sami LW

 

Page 26 | 

AND SACRIFICE WOULD BE LOST TO THE LORD'S WORK. TO PREVENT THIS 
GREAT CALAMITY THE LORD SPOKE THROUGH HIS SERVANT IN THE 

FOLLOWING EARNEST WORDS OF APPEAL, INSTRUCTION, AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT.]  {PM 199.3}   

 
Our publishing house in Norway is in peril, and in the name of the Lord I appeal 
to our people in its behalf. All to whose hearts the cause of present truth is dear 

are called upon to help at this crisis.  {PM 199.4}   
 

Those who love and serve God should feel the deepest interest in all that 
concerns the glory of His name. Who could see an institution where the truth has 

been magnified, where the Lord has so often revealed His presence, where 
instruction has been given by the messengers of God, where the truth has been 
sent forth in publications that have accomplished great good--who could bear to 

see such an institution pass into the hands of worldlings, to be used for common, 
worldly purposes? God would certainly be dishonored if His institution were 

allowed to fall into decay for want of the money which He has entrusted to His 
stewards. Should this take place, men would say that it was because the Lord 

was not able to prevent it.  {PM 200.1}   
 
These things mean much to our brethren and sisters in Scandinavia. They will be 

sorely tried if their facilities are cut off. Let us make an effort to prevent them 
from falling into depression and discouragement. Let there be a consecrated, 

united effort to lift the publishing house out of the difficulty into which it has 
fallen.  {PM 200.2}   

 
There are those who have little faith, who may try to discourage others and thus 
prevent them from taking part in this good work. It needs only a discouraging 

word to rouse and strengthen selfishness in the soul. Do not listen to those who 
would tempt you. Waive the questions that will arise as to how the difficulty has 

come about. It may have been largely the result of mistakes that have been made; 
but let us not now devote time to criticism and complaint. Criticisms, complaints, 

and censure will not bring relief to our brethren in their perplexity and distress.  
{PM 200.3}   
 

God has called human agencies to be laborers together with Him in the work of 
salvation. He uses men encompassed with infirmities and liable to err. Then let 

us not censure those who have been so unfortunate as to make mistakes. Let us 
rather seek to be so transformed by the grace of God as to become 

compassionate, touched with human woe. This will cause joy in heaven; for in 
loving our fallen brother as God and Christ love us, we give evidence that we are 
partakers of Christ's attributes.  {PM 200.4}   

 
This is no time to criticize. That which is needed now is genuine sympathy and 

decided help. We should individually consider the necessities of our brethren. Let 
every breath devoted to this matter be used in speaking words that shall 

encourage. Let every power be employed in actions that shall lift.--6T 454-456. 
[THE NORWEGIAN PUBLISHING HOUSE STILL STANDS AS A TESTIMONY TO 
THE SACRIFICES OF THE SCANDINAVIAN MEMBERS AND OF THE WIDE 



OUTPOSTS IN THE END TIMES 2020 

 Sami LW

 

Page 27 | 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE ENTIRE WORLD CHURCH THAT FOLLOWED 
THIS APPEAL. IN 1978, THIS PUBLISHING HOUSE WAS RELOCATED IN A 

BEAUTIFUL NEW PLANT ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF OSLO. DURING A RECENT 
YEAR "67,880 BOOKS, 350,000 TRACTS, AND 731,400 PERIODICALS WERE 

SOLD AT A VALUE OF NKR. 4,089,867 (US $682,000). A SUBSTANTIAL GROUP 
OF FULL-TIME COLPORTEURS HAS CARRIED OUT DOOR-TO-DOOR 
EVANGELISM SINCE 1882."--SDAEN 981.]  {PM 201.1}  

 
All Are to Be One.--The talents to be found among the English and Americans 

should be united with the talents of those of every other nationality. And each 
nationality should labor earnestly for every other nationality. There is but one 

Lord, one faith. Our effort should be to answer Christ's prayer for His disciples, 
that they should be one.  {PM 201.2}   
 

"Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth. As Thou hast sent Me into 
the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 

sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.  {PM 201.3}   
 

"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me 
through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast 

sent Me." John 17:17-21.  {PM 201.4}   
 

It should be understood that perfect unity among the laborers is necessary to the 
successful accomplishment of the work of God. In order to preserve peace, all 

must seek wisdom from the Great Teacher. Let all be careful how they introduce 
ambitious propositions that will create dissension.  {PM 201.5}   
 

We are to be subject one to another. No man, in himself, is a complete whole. 
Through submission of the mind and will to the Holy Spirit we are ever to be 

learners of the Great Teacher.  {PM 201.6}   
 

Study the second chapter of Acts. In the early church the Spirit of God wrought 
mightily through those who were harmoniously united. On the Day of Pentecost 
they were all with one accord in one place.  {PM 202.1}   

 
We are to demonstrate to the world that men of every nationality are one in 

Christ Jesus. Then let us remove every barrier and come into unity in the service 
of the Master.--9T 195, 196.  {PM 202.2} 

 
Blessings 


