
      ANCIENT TO MODERN SPIRITUALISM 

  TO   

The Hebrews were expressly forbidden to engage in any manner in pretended communion with the dead. 

God closed this door effectually when He said: “The dead know not anything.... Neither have they any 

more a portion forever in anything that is done under the sun.” Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6. “His breath goeth forth, 

he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” Psalm 146:4. And the Lord declared to 

Israel: “The soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after 

them, I will even set My face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.” Leviticus 20:6. 

{PP 685.3} 

The “familiar spirits” were not the spirits of the dead, but evil angels, the messengers of Satan. Ancient 

idolatry, which, as we have seen, comprises both worship of the dead and pretended communion with 

them, is declared by the Bible to have been demon worship. The apostle Paul, in warning his brethren 

against participating, in any manner, in the idolatry of their heathen neighbors, says, “The things which 

the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God, and I would not that ye should have 

fellowship with devils.” 1 Corinthians 10:20. The psalmist, speaking of Israel, says that “they sacrificed 

their sons and their daughters unto devils,” and in the next verse he explains that they sacrificed them 

“unto the idols of Canaan.” Psalm 106:37, 38. In their supposed worship of dead men they were in reality 

worshiping demons. {PP 685.4} 

Modern spiritualism, resting upon the same foundation, is but a revival in a new form of the witchcraft 

and demon worship that God condemned and prohibited of old. It is foretold in the Scriptures, which 

declare that “in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 

doctrines of devils.” 1 Timothy 4:1. Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, points to the special 

working of Satan in spiritualism as an event to take place immediately before the second advent of 

Christ. Speaking of Christ’s second coming, he declares that it is “after the working of Satan with all power 

and signs and lying wonders.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9. And Peter, describing the dangers to which the church 

was to be exposed in the last days, says that as there were false prophets who led Israel into sin, so there 

will be false teachers, “who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 

them.... And many shall follow their pernicious ways.” 2 Peter 2:1, 2. Here the apostle has pointed out 

one of the marked characteristics of spiritualist teachers. They refuse to acknowledge Christ as the Son 

of God. Concerning such teachers the beloved John declares: “Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus 

is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 

hath not the Father.” 1 John 2:22, 23. Spiritualism, by denying Christ, denies both the Father and the 

Son, and the Bible pronounces it the manifestation of antichrist. {PP 686.1} 



 

 

Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the delusive teachings and lying wonders 

of spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected. If men would 

but study the Book of God with earnest prayer that they might understand it, they would not be left in 

darkness to receive false doctrines. But as they reject the truth they fall a prey to deception. {GC 524.1} 

But none need be deceived by the lying claims of spiritualism. God has given the world sufficient light to 

enable them to discover the snare. As already shown, the theory which forms the very foundation of 

spiritualism is at war with the plainest statements of Scripture. The Bible declares that the dead know 

not anything, that their thoughts have perished; they have no part in anything that is done under the sun; 

they know nothing of the joys or sorrows of those who were dearest to them on earth. {GC 556.1} 

It is true that spiritualism is now changing its form and, veiling some of its more objectionable features, 

is assuming a Christian guise. But its utterances from the platform and the press have been before the 

public for many years, and in these its real character stands revealed. These teachings cannot be denied 

or hidden. {GC 557.2} 

Even in its present form, so far from being more worthy of toleration than formerly, it is really a more 

dangerous, because a more subtle, deception. While it formerly denounced Christ and the Bible, it now 

professes to accept both. But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleasing to the unrenewed 

heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attribute 

of God, but it is degraded to a weak sentimentalism, making little distinction between good and evil. God’s 

justice, His denunciations of sin, the requirements of His holy law, are all kept out of sight. The people 

are taught to regard the Decalogue as a dead letter. Pleasing, bewitching fables captivate the senses and 

lead men to reject the Bible as the foundation of their faith. Christ is as verily denied as before; but Satan 

has so blinded the eyes of the people that the deception is not discerned. {GC 558.1} 

There are few who have any just conception of the deceptive power of spiritualism and the danger of 

coming under its influence. Many tamper with it merely to gratify their curiosity. They have no real faith 



in it and would be filled with horror at the thought of yielding themselves to the spirits’ control. But they 

venture upon the forbidden ground, and the mighty destroyer exercises his power upon them against 

their will. Let them once be induced to submit their minds to his direction, and he holds them captive. It 

is impossible, in their own strength, to break away from the bewitching, alluring spell. Nothing but the 

power of God, granted in answer to the earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls. {GC 

558.2} 

All who indulge sinful traits of character, or willfully cherish a known sin, are inviting the temptations 

of Satan. They separate themselves from God and from the watchcare of His angels; as the evil one 

presents his deceptions, they are without defense and fall an easy prey. Those who thus place themselves 

in his power little realize where their course will end. Having achieved their overthrow, the tempter will 

employ them as his agents to lure others to ruin. {GC 558.3} 

Says the prophet Isaiah: “When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and 

unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the 

dead? To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 

no light in them.” Isaiah 8:19, 20. If men had been willing to receive the truth so plainly stated in the 

Scriptures concerning the nature of man and the state of the dead, they would see in the claims and 

manifestations of spiritualism the working of Satan with power and signs and lying wonders. But rather 

than yield the liberty so agreeable to the carnal heart, and renounce the sins which they love, multitudes 

close their eyes to the light and walk straight on, regardless of warnings, while Satan weaves his snares 

about them, and they become his prey. “Because they received not the love of the truth, that they might 

be saved,” therefore “God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:10, 11. {GC 559.1} 

Those who oppose the teachings of spiritualism are assailing, not men alone, but Satan and his angels. 

They have entered upon a contest against principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places. 

Satan will not yield one inch of ground except as he is driven back by the power of heavenly messengers. 

The people of God should be able to meet him, as did our Saviour, with the words: “It is written.” Satan 

can quote Scripture now as in the days of Christ, and he will pervert its teachings to sustain his 

delusions. Those who would stand in this time of peril must understand for themselves the testimony 

of the Scriptures. {GC 559.2} 

Satan has taken advantage of these popular fables to hide himself. He comes to poor, deceived mortals 

through modern spiritualism, which places no bounds to the carnally minded, and, if carried out, 

separates families, creates jealousy and hatred, and gives liberty to the most degrading propensities. The 

world knows but little as yet of the corrupting influence of spiritualism. The curtain was lifted, and much 

of its dreadful work was revealed to me. I was shown some who have had an experience in spiritualism, 

and have since renounced it, who shudder as they reflect upon how near they came to utter ruin. They 

had lost control of themselves, and Satan made them do that which they detested. But even they have 

but a faint idea of spiritualism as it is. Ministers inspired of Satan can eloquently dress up this hideous 

monster, hide its deformity, and make it appear beautiful to many. But it comes so direct from his Satanic 

majesty, that he claims the right to control all who have to do with it, for they have ventured upon 

forbidden ground, and have forfeited the protection of their Maker. {1T 343.1} 

 



 

 

Charles Beecher, in a sermon in the year 1846, declared that the ministry of “the evangelical Protestant 

denominations” is “not only formed all the way up under a tremendous pressure of merely human fear, 

but they live, and move, and breathe in a state of things radically corrupt, and appealing every hour to 

every baser element of their nature to hush up the truth, and bow the knee to the power of apostasy. 

Was not this the way things went with Rome? Are we not living her life over again? And what do we see 

just ahead?—Another general council! A world’s convention! evangelical alliance, and universal creed!” 

When this shall be gained, then, in the effort to secure complete uniformity, it will be only a step to the 

resort to force. {GC88 444.2} 

When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by 

them in common, shall influence the State to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then 

Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties 

upon dissenters will inevitably result. {GC88 445.1} 

The great sin charged against Babylon is that she “made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 

her fornication.” This cup of intoxication which she presents to the world represents the false doctrines 

that she has accepted as the result of her unlawful connection with the great ones of the earth. Friendship 

with the world corrupts her faith, and in her turn she exerts a corrupting influence upon the world by 

teaching doctrines which are opposed to the plainest statements of Holy Writ. {GC 388.2} 

Rome withheld the Bible from the people and required all men to accept her teachings in its place. It was 

the work of the Reformation to restore to men the word of God; but is it not too true that in the churches 

of our time men are taught to rest their faith upon their creed and the teachings of their church rather 



than on the Scriptures? Said Charles Beecher, speaking of the Protestant churches: “They shrink from any 

rude word against creeds with the same sensitiveness with which those holy fathers would have shrunk 

from a rude word against the rising veneration of saints and martyrs which they were fostering.... The 

Protestant evangelical denominations have so tied up one another’s hands, and their own, that, between 

them all, a man cannot become a preacher at all, anywhere, without accepting some book besides the 

Bible.... There is nothing imaginary in the statement that the creed power is now beginning to prohibit 

the Bible as really as Rome did, though in a subtler way.”—Sermon on “The Bible a Sufficient Creed,” 

delivered at Fort Wayne, Indiana, Feb. 22, 1846. {GC 388.3} 

When faithful teachers expound the word of God, there arise men of learning, ministers professing to 

understand the Scriptures, who denounce sound doctrine as heresy, and thus turn away inquirers after 

truth. Were it not that the world is hopelessly intoxicated with the wine of Babylon, multitudes would be 

convicted and converted by the plain, cutting truths of the word of God. But religious faith appears so 

confused and discordant that the people know not what to believe as truth. The sin of the world’s 

impenitence lies at the door of the church. {GC 389.1} 

 

The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate—a co-

worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created 

beings. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 

was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with 

the eternal Father—one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter into all the 

counsels and purposes of God. “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings forth have been from of old, from 

everlasting.” Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning Himself: “The Lord possessed Me in 

the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting.... When He appointed 

the foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, 

rejoicing always before Him.” Proverbs 8:22-30. {PP 34.1} 

The teachers of spiritualism come in a pleasing, bewitching manner to deceive you, and if you listen to 

their fables you are beguiled by the enemy of righteousness and will surely lose your reward. When once 

the fascinating influence of the archdeceiver overcomes you, you are poisoned, and its deadly influence 



adulterates and destroys your faith in Christ’s being the Son of God, and you cease to rely on the merits 

of His blood. Those deceived by this philosophy are beguiled of their reward through the deceptions of 

Satan. They rely upon their own merits, exercise voluntary humility, are even willing to make sacrifices, 

and debase themselves, and yield their minds to the belief of supreme nonsense, receiving the most 

absurd ideas through those whom they believe to be their dead friends. Satan has so blinded their eyes 

and perverted their judgment that they perceive not the evil; and they follow out the instructions 

purporting to be from their dead friends now angels in a higher sphere. {1T 297.2} 

Satan uses men as his agents to lead to presumption those who love God; especially is this the case with 

those who are deluded by spiritualism. Spiritualists generally do not accept Christ as the Son of God, and 

through their infidelity they lead many souls to presumptuous sins. They even claim superiority over Christ 

as did Satan in contesting with the Prince of life. Spiritualists whose souls are dyed with sins of a revolting 

character, and whose consciences are seared, dare to take the name of the spotless Son of God in their 

polluted lips and blasphemously unite His most exalted name with the vileness which marks their own 

polluted natures. {3T 484.2} 

Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and Lucifer, that glorious angel, got up a warfare over the 

matter, until he had to be thrust down to the earth. He knows what I am saying today. He knows 

whenever there is a company assembled together as you are here. He knows when we are making efforts 

in every way possible to reach out to win the minds of the people. He has his agencies appointed so that 

after this meeting will be over, circumstances will arise and the enemy will try to gain the victory. {Ms86-

1910.30} 

The popular ministry cannot successfully resist Spiritualism. They have nothing to shield their flocks from 

its baleful influence. Much of the sad result of Spiritualism will rest upon ministers of this age; for they 

have trampled under their feet the truth, and in its stead have preferred fables. {4bSG 103.3} 

 

Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her belief did not save her from the penalty of sin. She 

disbelieved the words of God, and this was what led to her fall. In the judgment men will not be 

condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the truth, 

because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth. Notwithstanding the sophistry of 

Satan to the contrary, it is always disastrous to disobey God. We must set our hearts to know what is 

truth. All the lessons which God has caused to be placed on record in His word are for our warning and 

instruction. They are given to save us from deception. Their neglect will result in ruin to ourselves. 

Whatever contradicts God’s word, we may be sure proceeds from Satan. {PP 55.2} 

“The hypnotic influence of Satan will rest upon those who turn from the plain word of God to pleasing 

fables.” {8T 294.1} 


