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After this page everything will be as follows: 
Ellen White’s statements are in blue. 

Statements from Adventists sources are in black. 
Commentary and thoughts are in bold(black). 

 
 
The topic of the great controversy has ever been a most interesting topic. After doing much research in 
recent years on what Ellen White had to say, it was time to look at what others were saying. This is the 
basis of this research work. Needless to say, it ended up being a much bigger project than originally 
planned. So the goal of this document was not intended to focus on a specific doctrine, though by it’s 
very nature we will be taking a look examining the relationship between characters involved which does 
lead into doctrinal topics. For it’s known that not even ever writer sourced in this document agreed 
exactly alike. But in learning about this topic, it’s very evident that the relationships between the 
characters involved in the origin of the controversy was a fundmental strong point. This was clearly 
essential in understanding something that will change the entire universe under God. While we will 
never be able to fully comprehend how sin arose in Lucifer's heart, but we can most certainly gain 
insights into what fueled his feelings. The research that has been done for this shows cohesion for the 
most part on how Adventists have viewed this topic, and how there was a core issue underlaying the 
aim of Lucifer to seek worship for himself, and undermining God’s laws. Hopefully what is shared in this 
document helps the readers understand this most interesting subject when discussing the origin of evil. 
May you will re-discover some old light on this subject as new.  

 

*Sources with a “green *” will provide links to fully documents as all quotes are excerpts* 
Primary sources can be found on the links: Ellen G. White Writings and Adventist Archives   

https://egwwritings.org/?module=writings
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/default.aspx


Introduction to the Controversy 
 

Once Satan was in co-partnership with God, Jesus Christ, and the holy angels. He was highly exalted in heaven, and 

was radiant in light and glory that came to him from the Father and the Son; but he became disloyal, and lost his high 

and holy position as covering cherub. He became the antagonist of God, an apostate, and was excluded from 

heaven... {RH April 14, 1896, par. 4}  
 
Sin and Satan – How they came into existence and why 
Edwin K. Slade 
Signs of the Times – July 24, 1928 p.13* 
Before his fall his position seems to have been one of great importance in heaven. Evidently he ranked as a 

leader among the angels, and performed a work that brought him in close association WITH THE FATHER AND 

THE SON.  
 

As we move forward, we are going to see this co-partnership, this relationship between the Father, Jesus 
Christ, Satan(fallen angels) and the holy angels. And we are going be primarily looking into eternity past 
into the events in the heavenly courts surrounding the great controversy. In doing so we are going to look 
into several questions such as:  
 
Who were the characters on the battlefield in the heavenly courts? What was the core issue raised which 
caused the rebellion? What does the nature of the angels have to do with it?  These questions will be 
answered as we seek to gain an understanding through the scriptures, and statements provided by Ellen 
White and other early Adventists. We will see a consistent view on this topic and how it was essentially 
fundamental on how it was viewed. Is it possible that today many of us are missing out on this central 
piece to the fall of Lucifer?  
 
Let’s look at a few statements first from some early Adventists and then Spirit of Prophecy, which will help 
introduce us to what we are going to be dealing with: 
 
Misrepresenting Our Father  
C. M. Snow 
Review and Herald – May 27, 1915 p.6* 
“It is true there can be but ONE GOD THE FATHER; but he is not alone; and HE DOES HAVE A PARTNER. We 
read of this partnership and this companionship in the first chapter of Hebrews: — "God, who at sundry times and 
in diverse manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word, of his power, when he had 
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." Heb. I:1-3.  
 
It is impossible from such scriptures as this to draw the conclusion that God sits in austere and lonely isolation 
upon the throne of the universe, demanding love, but manifesting only selfishness. One sits beside him whom he 
took into his counsel before the world was made. God said to his Son at that time, "Let us make man in our 
image." They were then in the same image; and this agrees with the words just 'quoted from Hebrews: "Who 
being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person," etc.  
 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made… He 
was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not." John I:I-II. That is Jesus Christ, our Saviour, one who "was in the beginning with God," who 
was the active agent of God the Father in the creation of the worlds… If God were supremely selfish, our Saviour 
must be the same; for he is the express image of the Father's person...” 

 
...It is a fearful thing thus to misrepresent our loving Father and charge him, as Lucifer charged him, with being the 
embodiment of selfishness. But we know him as the God of love, and long for the day when we shall see his face 
with no dimming cloud between.” 

3 

http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19280724-V55-29.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19280724-V55-29.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19150527-V92-26.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19150527-V92-26.pdf


The First Battle (March 23-29) 
Youth’s Intructor – March 20, 1902 p.23* 
Away back in the eternal ages, before the creation of this earth, the Heavenly Father had an associate, his dear 
Son. By him God created heaven and the angels, the worlds and their inhabitants. The universe was lighted with 
the joy of a million worlds. Harmony and happiness reigned everywhere. But there came a time when a note of 
discord, was sounded. Lucifer, the "light-bearer," the choirmaster of heaven, renounced allegiance to the Prince of 
Life, and rebelled against the government of heaven.  
 
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY TRANSFERRED TO THE EARTH  
Sabbath-School Lesson for April 19.  
The Gospel Herald April 9, 1902 p.109* 
The controversy between Christ and Satan began in heaven (Rev. 12:7) in a face-to-face combat. Satan was not 
content with the position which he held as Lucifer (Isa. 14:I2), or light-bearer, as the name signifies but he 
indulged the ambition to "be like the Most High," and thus to be light itself (I John 1:5) and the source of light. 
Since light is only a manifestation of life (John I:4), this was the demand of a created being (Eze. 28:15) to be a 
source or fountain of life, which could only be granted to the begotten Son (John 5:26); one with the Father, the 
real fountain (Ps. 36:9).  
 
Having lost his place in heaven (Rev. 12:7,8), Satan sought to establish his kingdom in the earth (verse 9). By 
falsehood (Gen. 3:4), and by transferring his own evil ambition into the human mind (verse 5), he changed a loyal 
servant of God into a servant of sin and himself (Rom. 6:16), usurped his dominion, and became prince of this 
world (John 12:31). Christ came to this world to seek and to save that which was lost. Luke 19:10. Thus the 
controversy which was begun in heaven was transferred to this earth. There it was the question of the supremacy 
of God, through His Son, in heaven; here it is the same question in its relation to man and the earth.  
 
Missionary Work – What is it? And who should engage in it 
By E. P. Boggs 
Supplement to Review and Herald – March 29, 1898 
The Father and Son set forth the principle of missionary work when Lucifer and his followers were sowing the 
seeds of discontent among the heavenly host who remained loyal to God. A council was called, to which all were 
summoned; and the Father set before them the holy, unchanging nature of his law, and the dire results of 
disobedience. They were created free moral agents, with the power' of choice. When they failed, God did not 
immediately destroy them, but allowed sin fully to develop, that all might have an opportunity of beholding' his 
character of love. 
 
God with Us 
MARIAN M. HAY  
Signs of the Times Australia – July 6, 1936 p.6* 
The position that is occupied by Christ in relation to His Father and to this world provides an exhaustless theme 
for study. HE WAS THE ONLY BEING who could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. Between Him 
and His Father there was the unity of perfect understanding and complete equality; They were one in nature, in 
character, in purpose. Before the entrance of sin into the universe, God and His Son received the adoration and 
worship of every rational being in those far-flung realms of light. Every wish and command of God was carried out 
with instant, unquestioning, and loving obedience. 

  
THE SOVEREIGN OF THE UNIVERSE WAS NOT ALONE in His work of beneficence. HE HAD AN 
ASSOCIATE—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to 
created beings. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, THE WORD, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF GOD, WAS ONE 
WITH THE ETERNAL FATHER—one in nature, in character, in purpose—THE ONLY BEING THAT COULD 
ENTER into all the counsels and purposes of God. “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.” Micah 5:2. And the SON OF GOD DECLARES CONCERNING HIMSELF: “The Lord possessed Me 
in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting.... When He appointed the 
foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight, rejoicing 
always before Him.” Proverbs 8:22-30. {PP 34.1}  
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The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that he might IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE ANGELS confer 
special honor upon his Son. The Son was seated on the throne with the Father, and the heavenly throng of holy 
angels was gathered around them. THE FATHER THEN MADE IT KNOWN that IT WAS ORDAINED BY 
HIMSELF that Christ, his Son, SHOULD BE EQUAL WITH HIMSELF; so that wherever was the presence of his 
Son, it was as his own presence. The word of the Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. His 
Son HE HAD INVESTED WITH AUTHORITY to command the heavenly host. Especially was his Son to work in 
union with himself in the anticipated creation of the earth and every living thing that should exist upon the earth. 
HIS SON WOULD CARRY OUT HIS WILL AND HIS PURPOSES, but would do nothing of himself alone. THE 
FATHER’S WILL would be fulfilled in him. {1SP 17.2}  
 
Important to keep in mind going forth: 
There had been NO CHANGE IN THE POSITION OR AUTHORITY of Christ. Lucifer’s envy and 
misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ HAD MADE NECESSARY A STATEMENT of the true 
position of the Son of God; but this had been THE SAME FROM THE BEGINNING. Many of the angels were, 
however, blinded by Lucifer’s deceptions. {PP 38.1}  
 
The above statements serve as an introduction and starting point starting point for what will be discussed 

in this document. Regarding that statements shared in this document from multiple Adventist writers on 

this topic is this: They are not inspired inspired like Ellen White and also not infalable the same. But it’s 

no doubt that they fed off her writings on this topic. God frequently revealing events surrounding the 

controversy to Ellen White is key. This can be seen in multiple books and references throughout her 

lifetime. Precisely consistent the whole time as you read what she has had to say. The Bible gives us a 

broad picture, and hints at certain things... but God really blessed us with the Spirit of Prophecy to give 

us important insightful details on the controversy in heaven. The materials would have been read by 

Adventists and thus influenced what they wrote on the topic, and how they framed what was going on in 

the heavenly courts. 

 

So what exactly do she say on these things? How did the Spirit of Prophecy present the controversy and 

the relationships between those involved? Were her comtemporaries, and those Adventists following after 

her on the same page? These things and more will be discovered as you read along viewing reference 

after reference from the testimonies of Ellen White and excerpts from many SDA periodicals over time. 

Maybe some of your current thoughts on the controversy have been challenged already by the introductry 

statements. What do we as Seventh-Day Adventists believe today on these points. Are we on the same 

page as those who came before us? Thought the controversy was simply about Lucifer wanting to be 

worshipped and breaking God’s law? Well, there is much more to come! It’s time to think again on these 

things and find out that there was a little more to the story than that. 

 
 

Lucifer’s Position in Heaven 

 
What was Lucifer’s position? Let’s look into what we find in the Spirit of Prophecy via Ellen White.  
 

In heaven Satan was NEXT TO the Son of God. But he yielded to the desire for self-exaltation, and was expelled 

from the heavenly courts. He came to this earth, to exercise over man his debasing power. This power increased 

with the ages, but its evil was not recognized, and God could not arbitrarily condemn its author. Satan’s work was 

a deadly peril to the universe, but for the security of the world and of the government of heaven, he must be 

allowed to develop his principles in their true light. {YI April 16, 1903, par. 3}  
 

“...He created disaffection in heaven by his ambition to be higher than Christ, the Commander of the heavenly 

host; and then he attacked the law of Jehovah. HE HELD A POSITION NEXT TO CHRIST, and in his rebellion he 

carried the angels with him...” {RH May 3, 1898, par. 2} 
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Among the inhabitants of heaven, Satan, NEXT TO CHRIST, was at one time MOST HONERED OF GOD, AND 
HIGHEST IN POWER AND GLORY... {ST July 23, 1902, par. 2} 
 

HE WAS NEXT IN HONOR TO CHRIST. {RH February 24, 1874, par. 33}  

 

The Lord has shown me that Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Jesus Christ. His countenance 

was mild, expressive of happiness like the other angels. His forehead was high and broad, and showed great 

intelligence. His form was perfect. He had a noble, majestic bearing... He wished to be the highest in heaven, next 

to God, and receive the highest honors. Until this time all heaven was in order, harmony and perfect subjection to 

the government of God. {1SG 17.1}  

 

Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today, as he was the originator of rebellion in the courts of heaven. 

Standing NEXT TO CHRIST IN POWER AND GLORY, yet he coveted the honor that belonged to the Son. HE 

DESIRED TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD. To carry out his purpose, he concealed his true designs from the angels, 

and worked deceptively to secure their allegiance and honor to himself. By sly insinuations, by which he made it 

appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged to him... {Review & Herald February 4, 1909, par.1}  
 
Satan’s position in heaven had been NEXT TO THE SON OF GOD. He was first among the angels…” {1SM 341.4}  
 
“This led to a battle in heaven, and Satan, NEXT TO CHRIST THE MOST EXALTED BEING in the heavenly 

courts, was overcome, and with his sympathizers cast out of heaven...” {RH August 9, 1898, par. 7} 
 

“The records of some are similar to that of the exalted angel who was GIVEN A POSITION NEXT TO JESUS 

CHRIST in the heavenly courts. Lucifer was enshrouded with glory as the covering cherub. Yet this angel whom 

God had created, and entrusted with power, became desirous of being as God...” {Lt162-1906.5} 

But the exalted angel, STANDING NEXT TO CHRIST, WAS OPPOSSED TO THE SON OF GOD. The 
underworking was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the heavenly host as the thing that it really 
was; and so there was war in heaven, and Satan was expelled with all who would not stand on the side of loyalty 
to God’s government. The Lord God stood forth as Supreme Ruler. {Lt162-1906.6} 
 
Satan was NEXT IN POWER to Christ; he was highly exalted the covering cherub, and none but Christ could 
engage in battle with him, enduring successfully the temptations with which he had beset the human family. {ST 
March 26, 1894, par. 7}  
 
Satan was once a covering cherub in the heavenly courts, the angel NEXT IN POWER to Christ Himself. But he 
lifted himself up against God, and induced some of the angels to join him in rebellion. There was war in heaven, 
and Satan and his followers were cast out. {ST April 4, 1900, par. 2}  
 
They looked with amazement upon the devices of Satan against the divine Son of God. They saw that he who had 
only been SECOND TO JESUS IN POWER AND GLORY had fallen so low that he could influence men to hunt 
the steps of Christ from city to city... {ST November 25, 1889, par. 1}  
 
Christ came to represent the character of his Father, to win man back to his allegiance to God, to reconcile man to 
God. He proposed to meet the foe and unmask his arts, that man might be able to make choice of whom he would 
serve. Satan had been LUCIFER, the light-bearer, the SHARER OF GOD’S GLORY in heaven, and SECOND TO 
JESUS IN POWER AND MAJESTY. In the words of inspiration he is described as the one who “sealest up the 
sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.” But Lucifer had perverted the beauty and power with which he was 
endowed by the Creator, and his light had become darkness. When through his rebellion he was cast out of  
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heaven, he determined to make man his victim, and the earth his kingdom. He cast the blame of his rebellion 
upon Christ, and in determined hatred of God, sought to wound Him through the fall of man. In the happiness and 
peace of Eden, he beheld a vision of the bliss that he had forever lost, and he determined to excite in the hearts of 
God’s creatures the same bitterness that he himself felt, so that their songs of praise and thanksgiving might be 
turned to reproach against their Maker. {BEcho November 1, 1892, par. 3}  
 
Was not Satan the light bearer, the sharer of God’s glory in heaven, and NEXT TO JESUS IN POWER AND 
MAJESTY? In the words of Inspiration he is described as one who sealeth up the sum, “full of wisdom, and perfect 
in beauty.” The prophet declares, “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast 
upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect 
in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12, 14, 15.... {CT 26.2} 
 
Now let’s look at some early Adventists on Lucifer being next to Christ in position. Was there harmony on 
this? 
 
Contentment Brings Peace 
by LYNDON E. TAYLOR, M.D  
Signs of the Times – December 27, 1955 
In spite of the fact that Lucifer held the highest position in heaven, NEXT to that of the Son of God, he allowed 
covetousness to grow in his heart. He desired the adoration of all the heavenly beings. He wanted to be 
worshiped as God. Thus he rebelled against his Maker. 
 
MODERN SPIRITUALISM. VI  
G. B. Thompson 
The Oriental Watchman – June 1907 
Before his fall Satan, or Lucifer, the light-bearer, was a high and holy angel around the throne of God. He was 
NEXT IN power and authority to the Son of God...” 
 
The Devil's Biography - By R. Leo Odom 

Signs of the Times Canada - January 1951 
“The Archangel over the angels of heaven is Michael, who is Christ. (Jude 9; 1 Thessalonians 4:16.) The cherubim 

are the angels who attend the Deity on His throne. (2 Kings 19:15; 1 Chronicles 13:6.) Among them upon whom 

the glory of God shone, Lucifer was "the anointed cherub." Thus he was the prince of the angels. "I have set thee 

so," says the Lord. That is, God Himself had conferred upon this angel the high honour of occupying A POSITION 

OF THAT WHICH WAS NEXT TO the Son of God.” 
 
Seeing that the SON OF GOD exercised greater authority than he, and that He received the adoration of the 
beings created by God, Lucifer permitted envy to spring up in his heart against Christ. It is not permitted that 
worship should be given to the angels. (Revelation 19:10; 22:9.) But Lucifer wished to be a god. "I will be like the 
Most High," he said to himself. He said later to Christ: "All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and 
worship me." Matthew 4:9. 
 
THE CHRISTIAN'S FOE  
A. Smith 
Review and Herald – October 30, 1879 
...under God the divine King, being NEXT IN rank to the Son of God; what mind can conceive of a more perfect or 
exalted being?  
 
The First Apostasy  
G. B. THOMPSON  
Review and Herald – April 12, 1906 p.9* 
Sin had its origin with Lucifer, the light-bearer and attendant of God's throne. It originated with one who was a 
leader, a commander among the angelic host, and who stood NEXT IN power and authority to the only begotten 
Son.  
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Dress and Adornment  
U. PRESTON LONG  
Review and Herald – January 21, 1909 
“He was first of the covering cherubs. NEXT TO Christ he had been most honored of God, and was highest in 
power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven.” 
 
Redemption Cost the Life of Christ 
T. E. Bowen 
Signs of the Times Australian – August 4, 1930 p.11* 
But did God do away with His law because Lucifer(STANDING NEXT TO GOD’S SON beside the throne of the 
universe) thought the law unnecessary, revolting against it?—No, indeed! 
 
"Be Sure Your Sins Will Find You Out"  
R. F. COTTRELL  
Youth’s Instructor - February 27, 1906 p.1* 
..."Lucifer, son of the morning," "the covering cherub," the being NEXT IN position and authority to the Son of God, 
first placed this principle on trial. His desire for supremacy led him to intrigue against the government of heaven... 
 
The Controversy of the Ages – The Dragon 
By Unknown 
Signs of the Times – October 15, 1896 p.1* 
These scriptures, with others which might be given, show the exalted position and nature of Lucifer before his fall. 
He was `full of wisdom and perfect in beauty," filling up the measure of created perfection, the highest of all 
created beings, even NEXT TO the Son of God, the One who created. But looking upon the beauty and wisdom 
and perfection which God had bestowed upon him, he ascribed it all to himself. 
 
J. Edson White – Past, Present, and Future 1909 
"Lucifer was, NEXT TO the Son of God, the commander of the hosts of the heavenly angels" 
 
Meeting Life's Problems With God  
BY J. L TUCKER 
Review and Herald - June 21, 1951  
It happened in the heart of Lucifer, who held a position NEXT TO the Son of God. We do not know how many 
years he was a loyal and faithful worshiper of our Lord. But one day Lucifer began to cherish envy. He wanted a 
higher position. He wanted to be like God.  
 
...May I ask you, dear friend, would you consider Lucifer's position, after his long years of occupying that high trust, 
proof that the government of God was wrong, that our Father was unjust, that you could not put confidence in His 
program?  
 
High Destiny Still Open  
By BOB MATHEWS  
Review and Herald - September 18, 1975 
Once upon a time an angel, the mightiest, the wisest, and the most glorious of all the angels—holding the position 
next to the Son of God in the government of the universe—invented a revolutionary idea. ...Assuring the universe 
that eternal security would be established universally once the lesson was witnessed and learned, the Father and 
the Son moved ahead with their prearranged plan to "Make man to inhabit the earth. 
 
Pride 
T. E. Bowen 
Review and Herald - July 17, 1919 
Little do we know of the depths of iniquity bound up in pride. So accustomed are we to see its various 
manifestations that we are likely to pass lightly over its sinfulness in the sight of God. Through it heaven's 
mightiest prince, NEXT TO the Son of God, fell from his honorable and useful estate, and introduced sin into 
heaven itself... 
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BATTLES OF THE BIBLE - Origin of Battles  
S. N. HASKELL  
Bible Training School – October 1908 
“Satan is called "Beelzebub, the prince of devils." Sin originated with Satan who stood NEXT TO Christ in heaven 
before he sinned and was the highest in glory among the inhabitants of heaven. The Lord calls him "Lucifer, son of 
the morning;" or, the "day-star," and speaks of him as the one that weakened the nations, and shook kingdoms.”  
 
Fallen Angels 
G. B. Thompson  
Youth’s Instructor – July 18, 1905 
...The whole wicked scheme originated with Lucifer, the "covering cherub," the one NEXT IN power and command 
to Christ. He was the chorister of heaven. He had raised the first note, then all the angelic throng united with him 
in songs of praise to God. But he became jealous and envious of Christ. He beheld the Father and Son in counsel 
(Isa. 14: 13)...  
 
Sedition, Sin, and Sorrow  
G. G. Stewart 
Signs of the Times Australia – November 28, 1932 p.6* 
...Then it must be that he who had been APPOINTED TO A POSITION only a little lower than that of the SON OF 
GOD, cherished thoughts of jealousy and criticism of the rulership of God... how humiliating it would have been to 
Lucifer to have to accept forgiveness through Christ, the One of whom he was so jealous. So instead of 
humiliating himself and accepting forgiveness and being reinstated in his former position, he finally committed 
himself to a great controversy against his Creator.  
 
SIN SEPARATES: LOVE RESTORES  
by FRANCIS A. SOPER  
Signs of the Times – October 10, 1944 p.5* 
There came a change, however, in this happy state because one of God's created beings became dissatisfied 
with his lot. Thus it was that sin originated with the highest being in heaven, NEXT to Christ Himself. Lucifer, the 
most honored of the angels, stood in the very presence 'of the Creator, and the glory of God surrounded him. 
 
THE FALL OF LUCIFER; THE EVOLUTION OF SIN  
T. E. Bowen 
Signs of the Times – December 14, 1926 p.15* 
Occupying the highest position among the angels in heaven and NEXT in command to the Son of God, stood 
Lucifer, perfect in wisdom and beauty, as one of the attendants beside the throne of the Eternal.  
 
The Earthquake: Why Was It Permitted to Occur?  
By Walter Codling 
Signs of the Times Australian – April 5, 1909 
...We know there is a devil, called Satan. We know that his name was Lucifer. As a covering cherub he once stood 
in the presence of God. In kingly majesty, in nobility of soul, in beauty of appearance, in glory of power and 
intelligence he held the highest place, NEXT TO Christ, among the inhabitants of the heavenly universe... 
 
AUGUSTA W. HEALD  
FALLEN ANGELS 
Present Truth – August 7, 1902 
...The instigator of this revolt was the most exalted angel in heaven, SECOND ONLY TO the Son of God... 

 
WHY DIDN'T GOD Destroy the Devil?  
By E. E. HULBERT  
Present Truth – August 30, 1945 p.6* 
...The prophet Isaiah, in the picturesque language of Hebrew poetry, reveals the surprising fact that sin began 
right in the presence of God Himself! Lucifer, the "son of the morning," the leader of the heavenly choirs, who was 
second only to the Son of God Himself, cherished jealousy in his heart, and sought to make himself equal with 
God...  
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The Devil 
By W. R. Foulston  
Signs of the Times Canada – March 1, 1946 p.8* 
Satan was not satisfied with his position in heaven and coveted the place occupied by the Son of God in his 
previous existence. He wanted to be like the Most High—that is, equal with God. Read the whole story in Ezekiel 
28:12-19, but note these items: "Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty." "Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee." As a perfect, loyal angel, he 
held the highest office heaven could bestow, and was next to the Father and Son. Apparently every enactment of 
the government of God passed through his hands. 

 
When You're Young   
By Mariam Wood 
Review and Herald – May 2, 1974 
...Lucifer stood NEXT TO the Son of God in power and wisdom and beauty before his fall... 
 
The Origin of Evil 
By unkown 
Missionary Worker 1916 p.14* 
Eze. 28:12. TYRE was notoriously wicked: the expression, "King of Tyrus," is equivalent to "King of wickedness." 
Satan is referred to.  
Verse 13. He had been in Eden. Verse 14. Held high place of honour in heaven. Verses 13 and 15. He was a 
created being (men since Adam have been begotten).  
Verse 15. Was perfect when created. Verse 17. Fell into the sin of pride. Pride invariably leads to self exaltation. 
There was only One higher to whose position Satan could aspire, and that One was the Son of God.  
 
Christ differed from Satan and from all the angels in three important particulars.  
1. Heb. 1:1-3. He was the express image of God.  
2. Verse 8. He sat upon the throne of God, as God. 
3. Verse 6. He received the worship of the angels. 
 
Trials  
J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH  
Review and Herald – October 16, 1919 p.9* 
...Quite a full and comprehensive answer is given to this in chapter 29 of " The Great Controversy," under the 
heading, " The Origin of Evil." Lucifer had occupied a high position, NEXT to Christ, perfect in his ways from the 
day he was created till iniquity was found in him. 
 
How Satan Came to This Earth  
C. L. Benson 
Youth’s Instructor December 3, 1907* 
...Sin sprang into existence with him, the covering cherub, Lucifer, the highest of created beings, the one next to 
Christ in glory...so Lucifer began merely questioning at first why Christ should share God's thoughts, and he have 
no part;… 
 
Backstage in the Drama of the Ages (Tenth Article on the Book of Revelation)  
By ALFRED S. JORGENSEN  
Signs of the Times Australian – March 1, 1963* 
"There was war in heaven." Verse 7. This is one of the strangest statements in the Bible, and certainly the most 
staggering! That the covering cherub of the throne of God, the most exalted angelic being in the universe, second 
only to the beloved Son of God in precedence, power, and praise, should turn against his Maker and defy His 
government, is an unparalleled mystery! Some insight into the processes of thought which transformed Lucifer the 
light-bearer into Satan the adversary is given in Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:11-17. Basically it was a case of 
pride of person, place-seeking, passion for power. "I will be like the Most High," he boasted—alas! but not in 
character.  
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So it can be seen that when it came to the order of Government and the positions positions in heaven it 
was consistantly said the Lucifer was next in position to Christ, who was the Son of God the Father. 
 
Now here is a look showing Christ’s position next to the Father: 
 
XLVII. Healing, Life, Invitation  
M. C. Wilcox 
Signs of the Times – October 17, 1911 
He who has been one among the children of men, He who has met all that all the others have had to meet, the 
offspring of David, and yet "the Bright and the Morning Star," NEXT to God the highest in all the universe, ONE 
WITH the Father. It is said of Lucifer that he was the "daystar." He chose the selfish things; he sought his own 
honor, even to the dethronement of God (Isa. 14: 12-14)... 

 
Humbled and Exalted  
H. F. De’Ath 
Present Truth – February 3, 1916 p.67* 
NEXT to God, Christ held the highest position in 'the universe. Yet He was willing to relinquish it to save fallen 
man. 
 
He commenced war in heaven for the preeminence, worked with the angels until they were deceived, and 
concluded they would war against God. But the [loyal angels] would not yield the point that Christ should have the 
preeminence next to God. And there was war in heaven. {Ms90-1910.1}  
 
Satan, knowing that Christ had the first place next to God, began to insinuate to the angels that he should be next 
to God. His great beauty and exalted position made him feel that he was not receiving due honor in being second 
to Christ. Therefore he would suggest this to the angels, and this suggestion [began] to be communicated to the 
heavenly angels, and finally [it was] brought before God that Lucifer was the one who should be next to God. Thus 
the seed was sown and the result was that angels sympathized with Lucifer; next, there was war in heaven. 
Lucifer’s beautiful appearance was constantly exalted and the Lord God of heaven [saw] that Lucifer and his party 
were very strong against Christ. {Ms90-1910.4}  
 
Satan, who was once a beautiful angel in the heavenly courts, became a fallen angel because he did not want to 
occupy a secondary place, but to be next to God. He would have the Lord Jesus become second to him, for his 
own glory was very precious in his own sight. He was jealous of Christ, the Saviour. Study the Word of God, and 
see what this jealousy led to in the end. There is nothing to be gained by jealousies. Although in the beginning 
Satan was an exalted angel of great glory in the heavenly courts, that glory became extinguished through his 
craving to be the highest one next to God. {Ms74-1910.6}  
 
Lucifer is represented [in] Ezekiel 28. Read this description of the angel who came to suppose he should occupy 
the place of Christ. And it might be the place of God. Read and understand who left the royal courts and who 
consented to live the life of humanity, that He Himself might experience all the afflictions wherein humanity must 
be a partaker. Why cannot humanity humble itself as did the higher(highest?) Being next to God? Who have been 
truly converted? There are churches that seem to have no idea of what true conversion, self-denial, and self-
sacrifice mean. Many of those have a knowledge of the theory of the truth, but do not obey the words of God. 
Their influence the Lord does not accept. Pray that your own unconverted hearts may have the divine conviction 
of what conversion means. Will they ever find out that one movement in self in your own unconverted state may 
be the ruin of many souls? {Ms67-1910.26}  
 
So it’s very clear that Christ in His pre-existence was next to God the Father. Lucifer clearly saw this, he 
saw that Christ had a special relationship with the Father and wanted to be in the postion that Christ held 
being next to God. Lucifer allowed these feelings to grow inside of his heart which would lead to jealously, 
specifically over Christ. 
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Jealousy over the Postion of Christ 
 

Lucifer was next to the Son of God and all was fine and perfect, but this did not last. Let’s look at what 
occured: 
 
DID A GOOD GOD Make a BAD WORLD?  

GEORGE McCREADY PRICE  

Signs of the Times – January 17, 1922* 
...Lucifer became jealous of the power and honor enjoyed by the Son of God, and began to instill his discontent 
and dissatisfaction among the other angelic beings. Finally this spirit of revolt could not be allowed any longer at 
the headquarters of the universe, and so Lucifer was "cast out" of heaven... 
 
Gospel Primer 
E. E. A. 
Present Truth – August 13, 1896 
There was once a bright and beautiful angel in Heaven, named Lucifer, who held the highest place of any of the 
angels in the temple of God. Yet there was One above him, even Christ, who is God, and was in the beginning 
with God. Lucifer, growing jealous of Christ, persuaded many of the angels that he would make a better ruler than 
the Lord, and that they would be much better off if he had the place that ought to be his.  
 
Why Jesus Came  
By W. L. EMMERSON  
Present Truth – December 3, 1931 p.2* 
Satan ENVIED THE POSITION OF THE SON OF GOD at the right hand of the Father, and had sought to be 
equal with Him... 
 
Does SPIRITISM Lose Its BATTLES?  
By W. Hume McHenry  
The Oriental Watchman and Herald of Health – June 1931 p.5* 
...Lucifer,---a beautiful, wise and powerful angel—stood in the very presence of the Creator and was vested with 
great power. Finally HE BEGAN TO COVET THE PLACE OF THE SON OF GOD, and permitted pride, envy and 
jealousy to get control of him and lead him into open rebellion... 

 
The Beginnings of Autocracy and the "Mailed Fist"  
By STEMPLE WHITE 
Signs of the Times – March 18, 1919  
Lucifer's heart became lifted up because of his beauty (Ezekiel 28:17); and through JEALOUSY AND ENVY of the 
rightful place which the Son of God occupied as Associate Creator of worlds, this created angel became 
disaffected. He conceived the selfish ambition of exalting himself to equality with the Most High. Isaiah 14:12-14.  

 
Why Did God Permit Sin to Enter This World?  
A verbatim report of an address given in Sydney by Pastor Robert Hare  
Signs of the Times Australian – December, 21, 1936 p.4* 
In the counsels of the Eternal, Christ had been honoured above Lucifer, and because of this, ENVY AND 
JEALOUSLY WERE BORN in the mind of the "covering cherub" who stood next in honour to the Son of God.  
 
Four Great Crises in Earth’s History - Crisis I: The Fall of Man  
Alexander Ritchie 
The Canadian Watchman – May 1922 p.12* 
“At some later hour of the same day, the great Creator said to His Son: "Let us make man in Our image, after Our 
likeness… Lucifer, the covering cherub, the highest in intelligence and power among all the creatures of God, 
suddenly developed a grievous ENVY toward Christ, and an ambition to occupy a seat on the Creator's throne 
along with the Son of God. Lucifer's demand for this exalted position being refused, the mighty cherub left his "first 
estate," and went forth to stir up rebellion among the hosts of heaven. In this he succeeded so well that one third 
of all the angelic host sympathized with him in his efforts for self-exaltation, accepted him as their king and god, 
and then united with him in making war upon God and His Son….”   
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Can the Powerful Grip of Death Upon the Human Race ever be Broken? 
Louis K. Dickson  
Signs of the Times – April 1, 1930 
But Lucifer, who, next to Christ, had been most honored of God, and who stood as the possessor of more power 
and glory than all other heavenly beings, CHOSE IN HIS HEART THE COURSE OF PERVERSION of the 
freedom that he possessed with all of God's created beings. 
 
REVERSING THE SIGNPOSTS on the Highway of Life  

By TYLER E. BOWEN  

Signs of the Times – November 23, 1920 p.4* 
The question of obeying God is here involved. Lucifer struck the first discordant note in heaven when he said in 
his heart: "I propose to be honored equally with the Son of God, whom the Father has unduly exalted, 
commanding that all the angels worship Him. I propose to do nothing of the kind." Disobedience to the wise, 
reasonable, expressed will of God originated here. Later, the Father said to the Son, "Let Us make man in Our 
image." So the earth was fitted up, by the Father's power and command expressed through the word of His Son, 
for man's home. And man himself, in the image of God, was by that same Son created from the ground, to dwell in 
this beautiful home and enjoy it.  
 
THE FALL of LUCIFER Who Was Responsible for the Existence of Sin?  
R. A. SALTON  
Signs of the Times – February 19, 1923 p.5* 
...His position in the courts of the Eternal was a high and exalted one, yea, even next to Christ... Lucifer became 
filled with pride, therefore he became JEALOUS OF THE SON OF GOD and COVETED His position and honour 
and glory in His Father's kingdom; in truth he was presumptuous enough to want the very throne of God Himself... 
 
The ORIGIN and NATURE of THE CROSS  
R. A. Salton 
Signs of the Times Australian – November 5, 1951 p.10* 
AWAY back in the days of eternity, before the creation of this world, all was peace, unity, harmony, and love in the 
whole universe of God, particularly in the courts of heaven, round about His throne. The day came when this was 
disturbed by one named Lucifer, next in rank to the Son of God...He wanted to be as the "Most High"; HE WAS 
JEALOUS OF THE SON OF GOD. (Isa. 14: 12-14.)... 
 
Beware of Physical Indulgence!  
By J. Wayne McFarland, M.D.  
Review and Herald – April 27, 1950 p.12* 
In the creation of man the Father and the Son worked together. One angelic being, however, was unable to 
reconcile himself to the plan. This was Lucifer. In power he was the greatest angel in heaven, next to the Son of 
God, and leader of all the angels. Beautiful and noble, lie was given honor and glory by all the heavenly hosts, but 
HE WAS JEALOUS because he had not been consulted in the creation of man.  
 
In the Beginning 
E. B.  
Present Truth – January 6, 1910 p.9* 
"Ever so long before the earth was made, before there was any sun or moon or stars, before the angels began to 
live, the great God existed with His Son Michael. Together they made all the stars and suns, and the angels, and 
ruled over them in peace... All went well for a time, but after awhile the great angel Light-Bearer began to get 
proud of his wisdom and beauty, even thinking himself as great as Michael. When he saw the Son of God making 
plans with His Father, and he himself was not consulted, HE BEGAN TO BECOME JEALOUS... 
 

Have You Cut God's Budget?  
BY 0. A. SKAU  
Review and Herald – September 13, 1934 
...Satan, while he was the covering cherub, perfect in beauty, coveted the place held by God's only 
begotten Son, and this spirit of covetousness caused Lucifer's downfall.  
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And I saw that when God said to His Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was JEALOUS of Jesus. He 
wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man. He was filled with envy, jealousy and hatred. He wished 
to be the highest in heaven, next to God, and receive the highest honors. Until this time all heaven was in order, 
harmony and perfect subjection to the government of God. {1SG 17.1} 
 
Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. Because of the exaltation of Christ, the One 
equal with the Father, he allowed JEALOUSY to arise in his heart. {ST July 23, 1902, par. 3} 
“Why,” he questioned, “should Christ have the supremacy? Why is he honored above Lucifer?” {ST July 23, 1902, 
par. 4} 
 
Why is it that the world has gone astray? Because Lucifer, the son of the morning, one next to Jesus Christ, one 
that was highly exalted, committed the first sin. Jealousy, envy, evil surmising, all were brought in, and were 
hidden in that brain, that he was allowed to develop what was in him. Of course, God knew there would have to be 
a division. And here he worked underhanded in every way possible, to supersede God and Christ and to take 
Their position. There was war in heaven at last. His underhanded work must come to the surface. {Ms142-1906.2} 
 
The first two sections are summarized in the following statement, helping to bridge us into the next 
section.  
 
Speaking of Satan, our Lord says that “he abode not in the truth.” He was once the covering cherub, glorious in 
beauty and holiness. He was next to Christ in exaltation and character. It was with Satan that self-exaltation had 
its origin. He became jealous of Christ, and falsely accused him, and then laid blame upon the Father. He was 
envious of the position that was held by Christ and the Father, and he turned from his allegiance to the 
Commander of heaven and lost his high and holy estate. Though the angels had a knowledge of God and of 
Jesus Christ, though they were happy in the glorious service which they did for the King of heaven, yet, through 
his crooked representations of Christ and the Father, the evil one deceived a great company of angels, drew them 
into sympathy with himself, and associated them with himself in rebellion. Satan and his sympathizers became the 
avowed antagonists of God, established their own infernal empire, and set up a standard of rebellion against the 
God of heaven. All the principalities and powers of evil rallied to the work of overthrowing the government of God. 
{RH October 22, 1895, par. 1}  

 
 

Giving and Receiving  
 

Starting in this chapter we are going to see why Lucifer thought he was treated unfairly. We have seen 
that Lucifer was in a position next to Christ, so that Christ was above Him. Did the pre-incarnate 
Christ(Son of God) receive or was given anything which would place Him alongside the Father, above all 
created beings? Who was the source? How do we arrive to understand the positions and relation between 
the characters that have been discussed already? If the first couple of sections hasn’t got you thinking, 
this section will certainly make sure that your brain is turned on.  
 
Let’s began by examining Lucifer, and what he received being an angel: 
 
Binding of Satan  
By Unknown 
THE CARIBBEAN WATCHMAN – June 1905 
...He was made for an exalted position, and ENDOWED with powers of a high order, but these have been 
perverted.  
 
ENVIRONMENT NO EXCUSE FOR SIN  
By G. (Assistant Editor W. N. Glenn?) 
Signs of the Times – March 8, 1905 p.5* 
His place was by the very throne of God, and his companion in service was the Son of God. All the creatures of 
God were holy, and there was not one object of evil influence to draw any one away from allegiance to the throne 
of the universe. LUCIFER WAS ENDOWED with the perfection of beauty, and had honor next to the only-begotten 
Son of the universal Father. 
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Spiritism and Evolution  
J. W. WESTPHAL  
Signs of the Times Australian – May 17, 1926 
...Lucifer, the exalted cherub, was endowed with gifts and wisdom and a glory beyond that of any other creature. 
He was the highest created connecting link between creation and divinity. In his external appearance he may have 
been but little inferior to the Son of God... 
 
The Church School  
THE COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR - September 27, 1911 
MRS. CLARA LESLIE  
Was not Satan the light-bearer and next to Jesus in power and majesty? The greatness and power with which the 
Creator ENDOWED Lucifer he has perverted;...  
 

The greatest talents and the highest gifts that could be BESTOWED UPON A CREATED BEING WERE GIVEN 
TO LUCIFER, the covering cherub. Before his fall he was a glorious being, OCCUPYING A POSITION NEXT TO 
CHRIST. But he sought to be EQUAL WITH GOD, and brought upon himself irretrievable ruin. {Lt21-1901.14} 
 
Lucifer was the covering cherub, THE MOST EXALTED OF THE HEAVENLY CREATED BEINGS; He stood 
nearest the throne of God, AND WAS MOST CLOSELY CONNECTED AND IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF GOD'S GOVERNMENT, MOST RICHLY ENDOWED WITH THE GLORY OF HIS 
MAJESTY AND POWER.—ST April 28, 1890  
 
The fallen angel whom God had made covering cherub, was ruined by his selfish, independent will. GOD HAD 
MADE HIM NOBLE, HAD GIVEN HIM RICH ENDOWMENTS. HE GAVE HIM A HIGH, RESPONSIBLE 
POSITION... {SSW, March 1, 1893 par. 2}   
 

The LORD HIMSELF GAVE TO SATAN HIS GLORY AND WISDOM, AND MADE HIM THE COVERING CHERUB, 
GOOD, NOBLE, AND EXCEEDING LOVELY.—ST Sept. 18, 1893 
 
Evil originated with Lucifer, who rebelled against the government of God. Before his fall he was a covering cherub, 
DISTINGUISHED BY HIS EXCELLENCE. GOD MADE HIM GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL, AS NEAR AS POSSIBLE 
LIKE HIMSELF... {RH, September 24, 1901 par. 4}  
 
HAD NOT THE LORD MADE THE COVERING CHERUB SO BEAUTIFUL, SO CLOSELY RESEMBLING HIS 
OWN IMAGE; HAD NOT GOD AWARDED HIM SPECIAL HONOR; HAD ANYTHING BEEN LEFT UNDONE IN 
THE GIFT OF BEAUTY AND POWER AND HONOR, then Satan might have had some excuse. But God declares: 
'Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty... {GCDB, March 2, 1897 par. 33}  
 
Lucifer was the most lovely being in all our world, but he fell from his high estate because the loveliness and glory 
HE POSSESSED (GIVEN OF GOD), did not make himself [as God’s] only-begotten Son. He insinuated to the 
angels [that] there would be a change ere long in the heavenly courts. He would have the highest place. {Ms200-
1903.4}  
 
The GREATNESS AND POWER with which THE CREATOR ENDOWED LUCIFER he has perverted;...{RH 
November 17, 1891, par. 4}  
 
Is this not clear? Lucifer was given, bestowed, exalted, endowed his: his position, power, glory etc... and 

was created to resemble His creator's image. In other words, Lucifer, when he was created, receive all the 

attributes that he possessed! This information helps to set a foundation with what will be shared and 

examined in the rest of this section.  
 

So what about Christ? Well, this is where it gets interesting and perhaps questionable to some. Let’s look 

as what was said regarding Christ in His pre-existent state.  
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Christ's Ownership 1 
By R. A. Underwood 
Lucifer, the third being in power and glory, coveted Christ’s position, and disputed the right of GOD TO BESTOW 
UPON Christ that which he withheld from him. {GCDB February 2, 1893, p. 99.3} Upon Christ, THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER (all other beings were created by Christ), WAS BESTOWED creative, life-giving, 
and law-making power. In these HE WAS MADE EQUAL with the eternal Father. UPON NO OTHER BEING 
WERE BESTOWED such gifts. With this power Christ not only created all things, but he up-holds all life in this and 
every shining world. ...{GCDB February 2, 1893, p. 99.11} 
 
Lucifer wanted Christ’s position. Could he fill it? Not until he could create, and uphold life. It requires the same 
manifestation of power to keep the universe held together as it did to create it, in the eternity of the past. {GCDB 
February 2, 1893, p. 100.1} Christ’s “power is visible to all men; therefore all are without excuse. Romans 1:20. 
You see that the position Lucifer was seeking for, would, had he obtained it, have proved his own destruction, for 
he had not the power to continue his own existence for one hour, much less to uphold the universe. The position 
requires “gifts” equal to the greatness of the calling. God never calls a being to fill a position without bestowing 
gifts, or grace equal to the responsibility. {GCDB February 2, 1893, p. 100.2} 

 
Christ's Ownership No. 2 
1. The position which GOD HAD GIVEN TO Christ was coveted by Lucifer, and he disputed Christ’s priority of 
ownership of the world. {GCDB February 5, 1893, p. 142.2} 
Christ's Ownership No. 6 
1. Lucifer became jealous of Christ, and sought the position to which the Father had called his only begotten Son. 
{GCDB February 9, 1893, p. 197.11} 
5. Satan disputed GOD’S RIGHT TO BESTOW his gifts upon whom he chose. {GCDB February 9, 1893, p. 
197.15} 
6. Upon Christ and no other being, WAS BESTOWED creative-life-giving and law-making power. {GCDB February 
9, 1893, p. 198.1} 
 
QUESTIONING GOD'S WAYS. 
A. G. Daniels 
Bible Echo and Signs of the Times – November 15, 1893 p.1* 
When Lucifer questioned God's ways for having BESTOWED creative power on Christ alone, he sought to change 
the plans of the Most High with reference to the bestowal of his gifts. But Lucifer was informed that the gifts and 
calling of God are not to be repented of, and that no change could ever be made. Lucifer failed to appreciate the 
perfection of God's ways, and allowed his desire to obtain what God had seen fit to withhold from him, and to 
BESTOW UPON CHRIST ALONE, to lead him to open, determined, and everlasting rebellion.  
 
QUESTIONING GOD'S WAYS  
A. G. Daniels 
Review and Herald November 22, 1893 p.1* 
..."Coveting the honour which the Father had bestowed upon his Son, this prince of angels aspired to power which 

it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield."—Great Controversy, p. 494.” THE HONOUR, THE POWER, which 

the FATHER HAD BESTOWED UPON HIS SON, and WHICH LUCIFER COVETED, was creative and life-giving 

power. By it Christ made the worlds. "For by Him were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by 

Him and for Him; and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist." Col. i:16, 17. It was Christ who 

brought Lucifer into being. It was by the life-giving power of Christ that Lucifer was held in the glorious position 

which had been given him. For his existence, his innocence, his high position, and his happiness, Lucifer was 

indebted to the Son of God. Instead, therefore, of envying Christ because of the gifts which the Father had 

BESTOWED upon Him, Lucifer should have adored Him for the use He had made of those gift... In thus 

questioning the ways of God, Lucifer was impeaching the wisdom and love of God. He was practically denying the 

sovereign right of the Creator to BESTOW and to withhold his gifts as He saw fit. This finally resulted in open and 

determined rebellion against God.” 
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Our Imperishable Inheritance - A Stranger in the Universe  
C. M. Snow 
Review and Herald – April 8, 1909 p.4* 
Every occupant of the realm, save this one, was created by the mighty power of God. This one alone was evolved. 
The sea of jealousy 'which brought it forth surged in the heart of one of God's bright beings. One unholy thought 
harbored developed into this stranger, who has flung his poisoned shafts at every creature in the household, even 
at the very Son of God himself. Lucifer, the light-bearer, beautiful of face and form, standing next to the throne of 
God, nurtured that malignant thought. Said God to the Son, "Let us make man in our image." Said Lucifer to 
himself: "A slight has been put upon me. I, the beautiful one, the shining, the gorgeous one, why am I excluded 
from this council? I will be avenged."  
 
...Thus, to Lucifer, honored of heaven, standing by the very throne of God, there came the temptation to covet the 
honor BESTOWED upon the Son…He dishonored THE FATHER OF ALL by stealing away the affection of 
heavenly beings from the Author of their being, and starting a rebellion in the household of heaven…. 
 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. Thoughts on the First Epistle of John.  
BY H. J FARMAN.  
Review and Herald – January 20, 1891 
The Father bestowed upon the Son the power and honor of a creator, and made him the active agent in the 
creation of the worlds. Heb. 1:2 ; Col. 1:15-17 ; John 1:10.  
 
The Letters of a Stretcher Bearer 
By MARGARET WRIGHT LOCKE  
Signs of the Times – April 1, 1919 p.13* 
THE FATHER GAVE POWER TO HIS SON to create all things, and Christ brought into existence the angels of 
heaven. The fairest of these beings was Lucifer, 'son of the morning.'  
 
Christ Warns of Trouble Ahead 
by ARTHUR S. MAXWELL  
Signs of the Times – August 5, 1952 
Coveting the honor which the Father had BESTOWED upon His Son, Lucifer aspired to power which it was the 

prerogative of Christ alone to wield.  

 
CHRIST AND THE SABBATH  
W. H. BRANSON  
Review and Herald – May 10, 1917 p.8* 
Chist was "the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature." Col. 1:15. Paul declares that he was 
"the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person." Heb. 1:3. GOD BESTOWED UPON HIS SON 
all the glory which he himself had, and made him a coworker with him in all his subsequent acts. He was to be one 
with the Father, exercising the same power, bearing the same titles, and sharing equally in the glory which should 
come to the Father through the things which he should create.  
 
THE ORIGINAL COUNCIL BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON.—NO. 3. 
S. N. Haskell 
Review and Herald – May 19, 1896 p.314 
Christ had been invested with the authority to command all the heavenly hosts. 
 
The Blessedness of Giving  
A. G. Daniels 
Review and Herald – November 10, 1904 p.5* 
As the Son of God, Christ occupied the second place in the universe. He was next to his Father. He had been the 
happy RECIPIENT of all that HIS FATHER COULD BESTOW upon him. In him were "hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." He was his Father's "Darling." 0 what honor, what glory, what vast treasures were his! 

 
 

17 

http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19090408-V86-14.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19090408-V86-14.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19190401-V46-13.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19190401-V46-13.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19170510-V94-19.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19170510-V94-19.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH18960519-V73-20.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19041110-V81-45.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19041110-V81-45.pdf


Apostasy and Reformation  
R. A. UNDERWOOD  
Review and Herald – March 23, 1905 p.9* 
The fall of Lucifer himself came because he coveted the POSITION AND POWER BESTOWED UPON Jesus 
Christ. He dared to question the right of THE ETERNAL GOD TO BESTOW UPON whomsoever he would his own 
free gifts. Isa. 14:12-14. All can see that with the power to bestow there is power and right to withhold. It was this 
right of the Lord to do with his own what he chose, that Lucifer disputed in heaven. Therefore it is but natural that 
all departures from God should involve the same principles. Thus the gospel may be said to be the power of God 
to proclaim the sovereign right of God's ownership. 
 

The Principle underlying the Tithing System 

By A. G. Daniels  

The Church Officer's Gazette - October 1917 p.1* 
“1. Lucifer denied God's right to withhold anything from him. In "The Great Controversy," page 494, we read: 

"Coveting the honor which the infinite Father had bestowed upon his Son, this prince of angels aspired to power 

which it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield." 

 
Lucifer stood next to Christ in glory and, power, but he failed to appreciate the great gifts he had received. He 
coveted the creative power BESTOWED UPON CHRIST, and denied the right of the Father to withhold from him 
the one great gift. When Lucifer sought the honor and power bestowed alone upon the Son of God, he denied 
God's right to withhold it from himself.”   
 

CHRIST as CREATOR III. —An Opposing Power.  
A. S. Maxwell  
Present Truth – February 6, 1919 p.5* 
That one was Lucifer, " the day star," "the covering cherub," perhaps the most beautiful and most highly privileged 
of all the created multitudes that adorned the courts of heaven...He even became jealous of the POWER GIVEN 
BY THE ETERNAL FATHER TO HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, and he said: "I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God: ….I will be like the Most High." Isa. xiv, 13, 14. He forgot that he was the CREATURE and Christ the 
CREATOR. 
 
MARIE'S CONVERSION  
By MARGARET W. LOCKE  
Signs of the Times Canadian – June 1931 p.11* 
Christ existed before this world was made. His Father possessed Him in the beginning of His way, before His 
works of old. Prov. 8:22, 23. Christ said He was by His Father's side when the foundations of the earth were laid. 
Prov. 8:29,30. How plain it was made to her that God the Father so loved His Son that HE BESTOWED UPON 
HIM power to create all the planets and to fashion upon each the first pair, who should be the progenitors of their 
races. John 1:3. Nothing was created, but by the hand of Jesus Christ. Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16; Hebrews 1:2.   
 
Life and Its Origin 

George F. Enoch 

The Oriental Watchmen and Herald of Health - November 1937 p.28* 
Jesus, our Lord, while in this world said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life." "For as the Father has life in 

Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." John 14:6; 5:26. The Father and the Son alone in all 

the universe have original, underived life. Every living thing, including man, derives life from God. 

A noted writer on religious topics has said: "Christ, who created the world and all things that are therein, is the life 

and light of every living thing. In Jesus our life is derived. In Him is life that is original, unborrowed, underived life. 

In us there is a streamlet from the fountain of life. In Him is the fountain of life. Our life is something that we 

receive, something that the Giver takes back again to Himself. If our life is hid with Christ in God, we shall, when 

Christ appears, also appear with Him in glory. And while in this world we will give to God in sanctified service all 

the capabilities He has given us." 
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What a wonderful picture! The GREAT INVISIBLE GOD AND FATHER of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
MAKING HIS SON the Mediator between Himself and His living universe. He is the "fountain of life." From Jesus 
Christ life flows out throughout the entire creation, first bringing all things into being and then sustaining them all 
with His life-giving power. 

 
CHRIST, Law-Giver and Law-Keeper  
F. C. GILBERT  
Caribbean Watchman – March 1, 1905 p.5* 
Yes, there is but one mind, one thought, one purpose between the Father and the Son, for all wisdom, all 
knowledge, all power, all understanding, THE FATHER HAS GIVEN TO THE SON. 
 
That More Excellent Name Received by Inheritance  
T. E. Bowen 
The Church Officer’s Gazette – February 1941 p.1* 
...Before the great contest between good and evil opened in heaven, before our earth had been created, as the 
prince of angels was about to seek to impeach the wisdom of  GOD THE FATHER, IN COMMITING UNTO HIS 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON THE POSITION He was to sustain to all His created beings, the Father proclaimed the 
supremacy of the Son, high above every name named in heaven or in earth....  

 
Are you intellectually honest? 
By MARGARET LOCKE  
Watchman Magazine – March 1, 1938 p.16* 
Christ, having been ENDOWED with creative power, brought into existence the angels of heaven.  
 
Studies on the Sabbath 
R. A. Underwood 
Signs of the Times – January 10, 1911, Present Truth – May 25, 1911 p.5* 
To Christ was DELEGATED, BY THE FATHER, almighty, creative, life-giving, lawmaking power and authority. It is 
by Him and through Him that all things were created and are upheld. 
 
BATTLES OF THE BIBLE - Origin of Battles  
S. N. HASKELL  
Bible Training School – October 1908 p.89* 
Lucifer indulged a desire for self-exaltation, and instead of seeking to enjoin upon all to give their affections and 
allegiance to their Creator, it was his endeavor to secure their loyalty to himself. He coveted the glory which the 
Infinite FATHER HAD INVESTED IN HIS SON. He gloried in his brightness and exaltation, and ASPIRED TO BE 
EQUAL WITH GOD. ONLY THE SON OF GOD WAS EXALTED ABOVE HIM, AS ONE IN POWER AND 
AUTHORITY WITH THE FATHER. CHRIST SHARED HIS FATHER’S COUNSILS, while Lucifer did not thus enter 
into the purposes of God. This mighty angel questioned, "Why should Christ have the supremacy?... 
 
THOUGHTS ON IMMORTALITY.  
BY T. H. STARBUCK.  
Review and Herald – December 1, 1891 p.739* 
...First, God is revealed as one "who only hath immortality." 1 Tim. 6:16. (See also 1:17.) This cannot mean that 
God is now the only being who is immortal; but that he is the source of all immortality—the primal cause of all life. 
He has life in himself, which means self-existence, or absolute immortality. A being having life in himself can 
create and impart life to other beings, and ordain laws for the perpetuation, of that life. This is omnipotent power, 
and there was a time when God alone exercised it; but omnipotence implies ability to bestow like power upon 
others. The Bible teaches that GOD HAS BESTOWED HIS OWN ATTRIBUTES UPON HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON. As "the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." John 5:26. Jesus said, 
"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." Matt. 28:18. " In him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily." Col. 2:9. To have life (the source of life) in one's self is to have it in that independent sense in which its 
continuance does not depend upon the will or power of any other being. GOD THE FATHER, AND CHRIST THE 
SON, have immortality in this absolute sense. The perpetuation of life in them is not dependent upon the operation 
of law, as we understand the term. The idea of self-existence forbids law. They hold the power of existence within 
themselves.  
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Life through Christ 
D. M. Canright 
Review and Herald - December 27, 1864 
"Which in his times he shall shew, Who' is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
who only hath immortality." 1 Tim. vi, 15, 16. Here we learn that God is the only one who has immortality in, and of 
himself—it originates with him, and belongs to none else, either, by right or inheritance. Again: "For as the Father 
hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." v, 26. Here we learn that the Father gives 
the same to the Son.  
 
The Divinity of Christ 
C. P. Bollman 
Signs of the Times - April 22, 1889 
If any should object to this most natural conclusion, on the ground that the one here speaking calls himself "I AM 
THAT I AM," the self-existent One —Jehovah—we have only to remind him that the Father hath given to the Son 
to have life in himself (John 5:26), that Christ asserted the same thing of himself when he said, "Before Abraham 
was, I am" (John 8:5, 6); for which supposed blasphemy the Jews attempted to stone him...  
 
Inherent Immortality 
MRS. E. H. ADAMS 
Signs of the Times - September 2, 1886 
Has any being in the universe "life in himself"? Just two. "The Father hath life in himself," and "hath given to the 
Son to have life in himself."  
 
THE NATURE OF MAN. - THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD. 
BY W. HOWARD JAMES, M.B.,B.S 
Australian Signs of the Times - February 1, 1904 
Only the Father and the Son have life in themselves—"For as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to 
the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. 
 
Is Man Independently Immortal?  
By J. W. Westphal 
Oriental Watchman – November 1916 
He is the source of life, the upholder of all things. The Godhead includes Christ. He has all the attributes of His 
Father. "As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. Should 
the heavens fall, and the universe, with every living thing, cease, it could not affect God or Christ. They were 
before them all, they made them all, They have upheld them all, and the destruction of them all could not cause a 
riffle in the self-existent, eternal, wholly independent life of God... Separate from God and Christ, there is no 
continued life, no immortality. 
 

LIFE THROUGH CHRIST 

Bible Training School - January 1917 

...1 Tim. 6:15, 16. Here we learn that God is the only one that has immortality in, and of Himself; it originates with 

Him, and belongs to none else, either by right or inheritance. Again: "For as the Father hath life in Himself; so hath 

He given to the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. Here we learn that the Father gives the same to the Son. 

 

The Gospel of Health 

M. A. HOLLISTER 

Signs of the Times Australian - October 14, 1946 

...I wish to confine what I have to say to the view that our physical life as well as our future life is derived, as the 

Scripture teaches. "As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself" that 

"when Christ, who is our life, shall appear," then shall we also appear with Him in glory, if we are worthy. In Jesus 

is life, original, unborrowed, underived. In us is a streamlet from the Fountain of life… 
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Mrs. S. N. Haskell 

"Immortality" 

Bible Training School - September 1905 

Are we immortal? is a question often asked. The Bible says that only one being naturally possesses 

immortality. "In His times He shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 

Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom 

no man hath seen, nor can see." 1 Tim 6:15,16. The only one possessing immortality is the Father, the 

one whose person no man hath seen. The Father hath given this same life to the Son. "As the Father 

hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself. John 5:26. From this last text we 

find there are two beings the have life in themselves... 

 
The Lost Dominion. - No. 2.  
E. Hilliard 
Signs of the Times Australian – July 3, 1905 p.322* 
...The angels are created beings, dependent upon God for existence. They have not inherited power, like the Son 
of God, to give back the forfeited life to man. Christ, the only begotten Son of God, inherited life from the Father... 
 
The Unspeakable Gift—No. 5.  
By R. Hare.  
Signs of the Times Australian – October 2, 1905 
To the Son alone has Jehovah given the right to have "life in Himself."  
 
The Beginning and End of Satan  
Dallas Youngs 
Signs of the Times - February 22, 1949 
Satan was once a loyal angel in heaven itself. At that time he was pure and holy, and he enjoyed much honor and 
glory. At that time he was obedient to the law of God and found pleasure in doing God's will. However, the time 
came when he became dissatisfied with his position and began to exalt himself. He became proud and coveted 
the position and honor that were bestowed upon Christ. 
 
The Sabbath School - LESSON FOR THE PACIFIC COAST-OCT. 11  
Signs of the Times – September 18, 1884 
The apostle goes on to say that Christ will show who is "the blessed and only potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; who only hath immortality." The reference here can be to no other than to God himself. Nothing, then, 
can be plainer than this statement that God alone has immortality. That is, he has "life in himself" (John 5:26). 
Immortality is an attribute of God, just the same as infallibility, omniscience, omnipotence. Christ, as the Son of 
God, possesses the same attributes, and is therefore equal with God and worthy to be called God. 
 
Christ Our All in All 
M. C. Wilcox 
Signs of the Times – January 8, 1894 
He who was called Jesus the Christ in the flesh was with the Father " before the world was." John 17 : 5. His " 
goings forth have been from of old, from tie days of eternity," Micah 5 : 2, margin. By him were created the 
glorious suns and systems of suns, and countless worlds, wheeling their endless cycles in illimitable space. From 
his hand came forth all the creatures of intelligence which people these worlds; "without Him was there not 
anything made that was made." He not only made all these things, but the same word which called them into 
being upholds them in their varied paths; "for by him do all things consist," and he upholdeth everything " by the 
word of his power." In all this he was only exercising his own royal prerogatives,—infinite wisdom, love, and 
power,—received by inheritance from the Eternal Father...  
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"It Is More Blessed to Give Than to Receive" 
L. R. CONRADI 
Review and Herald - June 24, 1915 p.11  
The apostle Paul gives us a glimpse of these riches in testifying of the Father, that it pleased him to have all fullness dwell in 

his Son... As all the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in him before he came to this world, he asked of his Father, after finishing 

his work on earth, not for a glory which he had never possessed before, nor for an increase of his previous glory, but his 

prayer was, 0 Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was." John 

17:5. Being possessed of this fullness of the divine glory from eternity by the good pleasure of His Father, he counted not the 

being on a equality with God a thing to be grasped.  
 
Now, some readers could be thinking, “This is wrong, erroroneous”, “How could the Father give anything 

to the Son? Christ was and is God just the same as the Father”, “Those old Adventists, they didn’t believe 

that Jesus is fully divine, Deity, God, so of course they would say things like that” etc... And maybe it’s 

reasonable to have these thoughts. But in carrying on, let’s see what Ellen White had to say through the 

Spirit of Prophecy. Now looking back into eternity past, into the preexistence of Christ we read: 
 

There was contention among the angels. Satan and his sympathizers were striving to reform the government of 

God. They were discontented and unhappy because they could not look into his unsearchable wisdom and 

ascertain HIS PURPOSES IN EXALTING HIS SON Jesus, and ENDOWING HIM WITH SUCH UNLIMITED 

POWER AND COMMAND. They rebelled against the authority of the Son. {1SP 18.2} 

 
Our adversary is the one who once stood in the heavenly courts as the first of the covering cherubs. The 
ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God once rested upon him continually. But, not content with his 
position, though honored above the heavenly host, he began to covet the glory with which the FATHER HAD 
INVESTED IN THE SON. Lucifer desired to be first in heaven. Thus he introduced sin into the universe. Why sin 
was permitted, no man can explain. A satisfactory reason for the existence of sin cannot be given. Nor can any 
reason be given for jealousy, evil surmising, covetousness, and idolatry. No man can reason out such things. 
{Ms57-1902.4} 

 
Christ is the EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS FATHER’S PERSON, and the angels could see in the Son a perfect 
representation of God. Lucifer coveted the HONOR AND GLORY GIVEN TO CHRIST. He became so self-exalted 
that he supposed that he could do anything he desired to do because of his high position as covering cherub, and 
he tried to obtain for himself the POSITION GIVEN TO CHRIST... {Lt55-1903.15} 
 
Two great powers are now on the field of battle. Satan, who at one time stood NEXT TO CHRIST IN THE 
COURTS OF HEAVEN, has become the adversary of man. Before the fall of Lucifer, he aspired for the 
SUPREMECY THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO CHRIST, WHO WAS ONE WITH THE FATHER in the government of 
heaven. There was war in heaven, and Satan and all the rebellious angels he had deceived were overcome. 
Those who had opposed THE WILL OF GOD IN APPOINTING CHRIST AS THE CHEIF RULER were cast out of 
the heavenly courts, and since that time they have been warring against the Most High. {Lt24-1910.4} 
 
Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts NEXT TO Jesus Christ, BUT CHRIST WAS ONE 
WITH GOD, ASSIMILATED TO THE IMAGE OF GOD TO DO THE WILL OF GOD... {Ms90-1910.4} 
 
God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ has been GIVEN AN EXALTED POSITION. He has 
been MADE EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. All the counsels of God are opened to His Son. {8T 268.3} 

 
We have here on inspired record that Christ in His pre-existence as the Son of God, was: invested, 
edowed, given, assimilated, appointed, bestowed His power, authority, command, glory etc... by the 
Father!  
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Did you see that comparison and contrast between Lucifer and the Son of God. God the Father by His Son 
we are told, created Lucifer as an angel, possessing the highest attributes a created being could have. 
And yet, God’s Son had prerogatives above all others as equal with the Father. And just to legitimize this 
concept even further, looking at the creation of man, we can also see comparitive language being used:  

 
...The Lord created man’s moral faculties and his physical powers. All was a sinless transcript of himself. God 
endowed man with holy attributes, and placed him in a garden made expressly for him... {YI July 20, 1899, par. 1}  
Through Christ the Word, a personal God created man and endowed him with intelligence and power. {MH 415.1} 
 
So Lucifer, was endowed with majesty and power, Christ the Son of God in His pre-existent state was 
endowed with power and authority, and man when was created, he was also endowed with intelligence 
and power. Should we not accept all three scenarios as facts?  

 
Let’s look at the word “Sceptor” and you’ll see how it connects with what we have seen thus far: 
1. A staff or batoon borne by kings on solemn occasions, as a badge of authority.  
2. The appropriate ensign of royalty; an ensign of higher antiquity than the crown.  
3. Royal power or authority; as, to assume the scepter. 
 

This was a voluntary sacrifice. Jesus might have remained at the Father ’s side. He might have retained the glory 
of heaven, and the homage of the angels. But HE CHOSE TO GIVE BACK THE SCEPTOR INTO THE FATHER’S 
HANDS, and to step down from the throne of the universe, that He might bring light to the benighted, and life to 
the perishing.{DA 22.4}  
 
To simply state it: If you give something back, you return it to the person who gave it to you. Does this not 
confirm what we have been reading? 

 

And just for some additional details, here are some of the key words that have popped up throughout this 
section so far and that you will see going forward: 
 
Assimilated – brought to a likeness; changed into a like substance. 
Given -bestowed; granted; conferred; imparted; admitted or supposed. 
Bestowed – given gratuitously; conferred; laid out; applied; deposited for safe keeping. 
**gratuitously – freely, without proof; as a principle gratuitously assumed... 
Ordained – appointed; instituted; established; invested with ministerial or pastoral functions;  
Appointed – 1. fixed; set; established; decreed; ordained; constituted; allotted. 
Invested – clothed; dressed; adorned; inclosed. 
Endow – to furnishing with a permanent fund; to enrich or furnish with any gift, quality or faculty  
Imparted – to give, grant or communicate; to bestow on another a share or portion of something 
Inherit – 1.to take by descent from an ancestor; to take by succession, as the representative of the former 
possessor; to receive, as a right or title descendible by law… 2. to receive by nature from progenitor… 3. to 
possess; to enjoy; to take as a possession, by gift or divine appropriation… 
Rightful – 1. Having the right or just claim according to established laws; as the rightful heir to a throne or an 
estate. 2. Being by right, or by just claim 
Pleasure – 6. abritrary will or choice.  
Prerogative - an exclusive or peculiar previlege. a royal prerogative is that special pre-eminence which a king has 
over all other persons, and out of the course of the common law, in right of his regal dignity. it consists in the 
possession of certain rights which the king may exercise to the exclusion of all participation of his subjects. 
 
Seriously consider what they words mean in the context of the Lucifer(an angel) and man being created, 
and what they received. And now consider these words in context of the relationship between the Father 
and Son. These show that the Son must have received these things from the Father prior to His 
incarnation, in His preexistent state, in eternity past. And to be clear, He received all that He is, by His very 
nature. 
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This is why Jesus could say in: Matthew 28:18-20 - ..."All power(or authority) in heaven AND on earth has been 
given to me. For the Father had given all things to His Son: Exodus 23: 20, 21 - Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee...Beware of him, and obey his voice... for my name is in him. This is the Father, Jehovah. Him name is in 
His Son. Thus Christ can rightfully be called both God and Jehovah. For: Jehovah is the name GIVEN to 
Christ... {ST May 3, 1899, par. 18}  
 
J. Edson White states in a June 25, 1902 The Gospel Herald article titled Christ and the Old Testament 
“ "My name is in him." Only one being in the universe besides the Father bears the name of God, and that is his 
Son, Jesus Christ.” and in his book “Past, Present, and Future”(1909) “Speaking to Israel of Christ, Jehovah said, 
“My name is in Him”...Christ alone bears the name of God.” Showing only two beings possessing this name.  
 
W. H Branson states in “Drama of the Ages”(1950), He Was Jehovah The One revealed in the New Testament 
as Jesus Christ is in the Old Testament revealed as Jehovah. But Jehovah is also the name of the great, eternal 
God, the heavenly Father. Hence, when this name is applied in one scripture to God the Father, and in another to 
God the Son, it becomes plain that there are two individuals in the heavenly Trinity who bear the name Jehovah. If 
it can be established with certainty that the name Jehovah is applied to Christ as well as to the Father, then shall it 
be settled that Christ, the only begotten of the Father, is Himself actual Deity.  

 

So it is because of these things covered in this section that Christ could make this claim: ...“I and my 
Father are one.” The words of Christ were full of deep meaning as he put forth the claim that he and the Father 
were of one substance, possessing the same attributes... {ST November 27, 1893, par. 5} Therefore: All that is 
attributed to the Father himself is attributed to Christ. {RH May 19, 1896, par. 5}  
 
Even the angels in rebellion while in heaven could see why the Son was one with the Father, and made it a 
point of contention: While some of the angels joined Satan in his rebellion, others reasoned with him to dissuade 
him from his purposes, contending for the honor and wisdom of God in GIVING AUTHORITY to his Son. Satan 
urged, for WHAT REASON was Christ ENDOWED with unlimited power and such high command above himself! 
He stood up proudly, and urged that he should be equal with God. He makes his boasts to his sympathizers that 
he will not submit to the authority of Christ. {3SG 37.2}  
 
THE DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 
By W. A. Alway 
Signs of the Times - September 9, 1897  
GOD ASSOCIATED WITH HIMSELF THE PERSON OF HIS SON. Of the Son it is declared: "The Lord possessed 
me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting... When he appointed the 
foundations of the earth; then I was by him, as one brought up with him; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him." Prov. 8:22-30. And Christ declared, "I and my Father are one." John 10:30. "For as the Father 
hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." Chapter 5:26. And of him Paul says, "Who 
is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature; for by him were all things created, ...and he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist." Col. 1:15-17. 
 
THUS TO THE SON OF GOD WAS IMPARTED INHERENT SELF-EXISTENT POWER, THE POWER OF AN 

ENDLESS LIFE, WHICH EXALTED HIM ABOVE EVERY NAME AS CREATOR AND UPHOLDER OF THE 

UNIVERSE, AND GAVE HIM THE RIGHTFUL SUPREMACY OVER ALL. 

 

Life Not Inherent in the Instrument 

... As Christ alone of all the heavenly family was made the depository of God's creative power, so that by him and 

through him and for him all things were created, so the continued existence of all things, in fulfilling their appointed 

destiny, the manifestation of God's character, could alone be accomplished by the indwelling presence of Christ. In 

other words, Christ alone can perfectly manifest his Father's character, for he alone can comprehend that 

character "in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. 2:3) 
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SELF 
S. 0. JAMES 
Review and Herald - August 27, 1901 p.553* 
Satan's character seems the more unlovely, and his ways detestable, as viewed in contrast with the character of 
God and His Son. What an example the Eternal Father had set! Though having all 'power to create the worlds; He 
was better pleased to CONFER THIS HONOR upon another. Jesus, in turn, has ever honored the Father. Both 
desired Lucifer's highest happiness, and were well able to give him all the desires of his heart had those desires 
been kept in the bounds of right; but by becoming selfish he lost all.  
 
Indeed I believe that we can with accurate reasoning reach a conclusion as to why Christ, even in His pre-
existence is said to have always did the Father’s will, showing subordinate like behaiviour, acting in 
subject toward the Father even though He was equal with Him.  

 

"The Son of God had WROUGHT THE FATHER'S WILL in the creation of all the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as 
well as to God, their homage and allegiance were due. Christ was still to exercise divine power, in the creation of 
the earth and its inhabitants. BUT IN ALL THIS HE WOULD NOT SEEK POWER OR EXALTATION FOR 
HIMSELF CONTRARY TO GOD'S PLAN, BUT WOULD EXALT THE FATHER'S GLORY AND EXECUTE HIS 
PURPOSES OF BENEFICENCE AND LOVE. {PP 36.2}  

 
This continued to be so as the Son of man:  
 
"Christ’s time to show His divine power had not yet come. He was fully aware of the glory He had with the Father 
before the world was. But THEN He willingly submitted to the Divine will, and HE WAS UNCHANGED NOW. 
{BEcho July 23, 1900, par. 6} 

 
"Jesus emptied Himself, and in all that He did self did not appear. HE SUBORDINATED ALL THINGS TO THE 
WILL OF HIS FATHER. When His mission on earth was about to close, He could say, “I have glorified Thee on the  
earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” And He bids us, “Learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart.” “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself”; let self be dethroned, and no longer hold the 
supremacy of the soul. {MYP 162.1}  
 

There are some who of the the position that if hierarchy existed between the Father and Son in heaven it 
would do away with the equality of the Son to the Father. And that this “being subject to” relationship 
behaivour only started when he came to earth as man. But the follow statements confirms that while some 
changes did take place, a couple of particular things did not change. 
 
...Christ laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown and came to this world to stand at the head of humanity as 
man’s Saviour. He transferred His home to the world occupied by fallen human beings, BUT HIS CHARACTER 
AND RELATIONSHIP TO GOD WERE UNCHANGED. He came to this world to stand the test that Satan refused 
to stand. He took humanity with all its varied humiliations, and He endured all the temptations wherewith man is 
beset and came forth with His excellence of character unmarred by the slightest taint of sin. Not once did He 
swerve from His allegiance to His Father. He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. Such is our 
Mediator, who in this world lived a pattern-life for every soul. {Lt128-1910.16}  
 
Likewise even while in heaven, Christ did not swerve from His allegiance to His Father: 
 
Lucifer was jealous of Christ and this jealousy worked into rebellion and he carried with him a large number of the 
holy angels. Jesus, THE SON OF GOD, WAS NOT DECEIVED BY LUCIFER'S SOPHISTRY. He stood true to 
principle and resisted every line of reasoning of Lucifer and all the angels who had taken sides with him, thus 
evidencing that as He stood, every angel might have stood.{Ms43 1891.3} 
 
It would make sense that Christ recognized His Father as “first”, as “greater”, knowing that He inherited 
His qualities and attributes from Him? Let’s dive more into this subject, decisively discovering why this 
Son, could have what others could not have. 
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Nature of Christ vs the Angels in Relation to the Father 
 
The Position Decreed by the Father for His Son  
T. E. Bowen 
The Church Officer’s Gazette June 1, 1938 p.1* 
Unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee? And again, I will 
be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son? And again, when He bringeth in the First Begotten into the world, 
He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him." Heb. 1:5, 6.  
 
This is a wonderful revelation setting forth the everlasting relationship existing between the Father and the Son, 
and between the Son and the angels and all other created beings. This relationship existed in the beginning, 
before sin entered the Father's universe, and will still exist when sin, with all its opposing assumed authority, shall 
be destroyed from the Father's realm. When the position of the Son in heaven was questioned, before sin had 
been openly manifested, there took place the following, as described in "Patriarchs and Prophets," page 36… 

 
Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none but Christ, the Only Begotten of God, 
could fully enter into His purposes, and to Him it was committed to execute the mighty counsels of His will. The 
Son of God had wrought the Father’s will in the creation of all the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, 
their homage and allegiance were due. Christ was still to exercise divine power, in the creation of the earth and its 
inhabitants. But in all this He would not seek power or exaltation for Himself contrary to God’s plan, but would 
exalt the Father’s glory and execute His purposes of beneficence and love. {PP 36.2}  
 
What a wonderful statement outlining the relationship of the Father to His Son, and of the Son to all created 
intelligences. Likewise couched in this statement is the foreword, the prophecy, concerning the Son's loyalty down 
through the centuries in executing "the mighty counsels" of His "Father's will," The whole Bible is required for 
recording the outworking of the Father's will concerning the earth... 
 
Comparing the nature of created intelligencies(angels) and the nature of the pre-incarnate Christ is going 
to open up more details into why Lucifer(an angel) possessed what He had in comparision to Christ. This 
section expand upon and confirm what was noted in the previous section.  
 
A complete offering has been made; for 'God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,'not a son by 

CREATION, as were the ANGELS, nor a son by ADOPTION, as is the FORGIVEN SINNER, but A SON 

BEGOTTEN IN THE EXPRESS IMAGE of the Father’s person, and in ALL THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS MAJESTY 

AND GLORY, ONE EQUAL WITH GOD IN AUTHORITY, DIGNITY, AND DIVINE PERFECTION.” {ST May 30, 

1895 par. 3}  
 

This line of thinking was prevelant among the early Adventist, the sons of God and how Christ was the 

Son of God  in a different manner than the angels were and even human. 
 

D.M. Canright, 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, June 18, 1867  
“'For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,' &c. According to this, Jesus Christ is 

BEGOTTEN OF GOD IN A SENSE THAT NO OTHER BEING IS; else he could not be his only begotten Son. 

ANGELS are called sons of God, and so are RIGHTEOUS MEN; but Christ is HIS SON IN A HIGHER SENSE, in 

a closer relation, than either of these. God made men and angels out of materials already created. He is the 

author of their existence, their Creator, hence their Father. But Jesus Christ WAS BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER’S 

OWN SUBSTANCE. HE WAS NOT CREATED out of material as the angels and other creatures were. He is 

TRULY AND EMPHATICALLY THE ‘SON OF GOD’,'the same as I am the son of my father."  
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The Excellency of Christ 

By A. T. Jones 

Sign of the Times July 7, 1887 p.406* 

"... Unto none of the angels did the Father say that, FOR NONE OF THE ANGELS WERE BEGOTTEN OF THE 

FATHER; THEY WERE ALL CREATED by Christ, for we have read that whether they be "thrones, or dominions, 

or principalities, or powers," all were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made; 

WHILE THE SON HIMSELF WAS DIRECTLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, AND SO IS CALLED HIS ONLY 

BEGOTTEN SON, …" 

 

Christ and His Righteousness, pp. 11-13 1890 
E. J. Waggoner  
“It is true that there are many sons of God, BUT CHRIST IS THE “ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD,” and 

therefore the SON OF GOD IN A SENSE in which no other being ever was or ever can be. The ANGELS are sons 

of God, as was Adam (Job 38:7; Luke 3:38), BY CREATION; CHRISTIANS are the sons of God BY ADOPTION 

(Rom. 8:14, 15), but Christ is the Son of God BY BIRTH. The writer to the Hebrews further shows that the 

POSITION OF THE SON OF GOD is not one to which Christ HAS BEEN ELEVATED but that it is one which HE 

HAS BY RIGHT. He says that Moses was faithful in all the house of God, as a servant, “but Christ as a Son over 

His own house.” Heb. 3:6. And he also states that Christ is the Builder of the house. Verse 3. It is He that builds 

the temple of the Lord and bears the glory. Zech. 6:12, 13.” 
 

W. W. Prescott  
Present Truth – Apirl 4, 1896 / BEST February 17, 1896 p.212* 
“Christ was BEGOTTEN, NOT CREATED; Satan was CREATED, NOT BEGOTTEN. AS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN 

SON, Christ could enter fully into the councils of God. Because he could not do this as Christ did, envy sprang up 

in the heart of Satan, and he began to determine, I will exalt myself.  
 

Our Place as Sons 
W. W. Prescott 
Present Truth – December 20, 1900/Review and Herald September 23, 1902 p.6* 
"Adam was the son of God." Luke iii. 35. But in Adam we are the sons of God only by creation; he was created the 

son of God. Christ was NOT CREATED the Son of God; He was the Son of God, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN of the 

Father. The relationship of the human family, sonship by creation as in Adam, gives very high and exalted 

privileges. By being made the son of God, man was placed in a position where he could recognise and 

understand God. Of all the created beings on the earth, man was the only one who could recognise God as God. 

Yet Adam, the created son, had not the same relationship to the Father as Christ, the only begotten Son, who was 

born, or who simply was the Son of God in eternal times that no human mind can fix or comprehend. 
 

The Origin of Evil and the Changes of the Sabbath [Part 1 of the series] 
By H. C. Giles 
Signs of the Times - April 18, 1900, pg. 3* 
“The reason for Lucifer's discontent will further appear as we study the plan of God for' the preservation of His 
universe. ...When Lucifer saw that Christ, who is the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), was from eternity appointed 
Chief (Prov. 8:23, Jewish translation), the Master Workman enjoying an intimacy with the Most High that was 
allowed to no other, his heart was fired with jealousy.  
 
...It may be permitted us to stop briefly to inquire WHY LUCIFER WAS DENIED the honors CONFERRED UPON 
Christ, and which he so much coveted. THE TASK IS NOT DIFFICULT. The difference between Christ and Lucifer 
WAS AN ESSENTIAL ONE OF CHARACTER AND OF NATURE, and not of mere outward environment. CHRIST 
WAS GOD, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, full of grace and truth. He was the creative Word. John  
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1:1-3. He only was the effulgence of the Father's glory and the very image of His substance (Heb. 1:3), Creator 
and Upholder of all things (Col. 1:16). LUCIFER, altho a being of brightness, WAS ONLY AN ANGEL, the rightful 
minister of his Creator. Tho "anointed," he was still a cherub. Tho "morning star," HE WAS CREATED by Christ, 
and should have been content to render Him grateful homage, rather than to covet His superior glory... We see, 
therefore, that God's dealing with Lucifer, as with all His creatures, was not arbitrary, but that "true and righteous" 
are all His ways. This appears still more emphatic from the following. Of Christ it is declared, "Being made so 
much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." Heb. 1:4. With 
God, name is a true index of character. Christ, the Word, was God.  
 
The Gift of God 
By P.T. Magan,  
 The Present Truth - December 11, 1902 / Review and Herald - April 9, 1901 p.33 
"The world's Redeemer was NOT GIVEN TO BE THE SON OF GOD. HE WAS GIVEN TO BECOME THE SON 
OF MAN… God's gift of His own dear Son to fallen man was a REAL, not a make believe gift. God did really give 
away His only begotten Son. Christ was the ONLY ONE OF HIS KIND in the universe. To be sure, the ANGELS 
WERE ALL SONS OF GOD. BUT CHRIST WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF THE FATHER." 

 

The Humanity of Christ  
By Leon A. Smith 
Review & Herald - October 15, 1903 p.6* 
“In order that fallen man might be identified with the Son of God, the Son of God identified himself with humanity. 

HE WHO WAS THE SON OF GOD BECAME THE SON OF MAN, He who was equal with God in the courts of 

heaven, HE WHO WAS A BEGOTTEN SON AND NOT A CREATED BEING, left his station there, and identified 

himself with a totally different order of beings.” 
 

CHRIST'S TESTIMONY Concerning Himself  
By A. M. FRASER  
Signs of the Times – August 24, 1931 p.2* 
Time and time again Jesus spoke of God as "My Father," and He used that expression in a very special and, 

indeed, unique sense. He intended it to be understood that He was the Son of God—not merely a son of God as 

Adam was by creation, or as Christians are by redemption and adoption, but the Son of God, the only being to 

whom that title could be applied in its unique sense.  
 

The Science of Salvation No. 4  
J. D. MONTGOMERY  
THE COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR – April 29, 1915 p.6* 
But to as many as received him to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them who believe on 

his name." From being the bond-servant of the Adversary man was given the power to become the son of God, a 

mighty transition indeed. How could this be accomplished when the Word declares that Christ is the ONLY 

BEGOTTEN Son of God. It must be by adoption. 
 

Christ--A Divine or A Human Saviour? 

By LYLE C. SHEPARD 

The Canadian Watchman September 1927 p.12* 
In Rev. 3:14 Christ is styled the "beginning of the creation of God." This can not mean that He was a created being 

as angels and men are because we are told repeatedly in scripture that He was the only BEGOTTEN of the 

Father and dwelt in His Father's bosom and was thus coexistent with God, the Father. (See John 1:14, 18;3: 16,18; 

1 John 4:9) Thus it must be that He was the "beginning of the creation of God" in the sense that created things 

came into being by His power and through His agency. 
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Robert Hare 
Australasian Union Conference Record - July 19, 1909 p.2* 
“There is indeed a divine trio, but the Christ of that Trinity is NOT A CREATED BEING as the angels - He was the 

“ONLY BEGOTTEN” of the Father...”  
 

Christ in All the Bible 

By Roy Franklin Cottrell 

Signs of the Times - August 18, 1942 p.10* 
"As his birthright legacy, a son inherits the family name from his earthly father, so Christ INHERITED FROM HIS 

FATHER "a more excellent name" than any of the angels; and the above quotation states the remarkable fact that 

the FATHER HIMSELF CONFERRED UPON HIS “ONLY BEGOTTEN SON” THE NAME AND TITLE OF GOD." 
 

The Epistle to the Hebrews Chap 1. 5 

Likely from Editor W. T. Bartlett 

Present Truth – April 1, 1909 p.197* 
The remainder of the first chapter of the epistle is occupied with PROVING THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST TO 

THE ANGELS. ...Jesus is very much more than an angel; HE IS THE SON OF GOD, MADE LIKE HIS FATHER, 

having power to create and sustain the universe. ...HIS ORIGINAL INHERITANCE was more than theirs. NO 

ANGEL CAN COMPARE. ...The angels came into existence by an act of creation; CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN OF 

HIS FATHER. ...So Christ, AS THE SON OF GOD, received from His divine Father ALL THAT THE FATHER'S 

EXISTENCE COMPRISED. He was the EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS FATHER'S PERSON, AND HEIR OF ALL 

THINGS THAT THE FATHER POSSESSED. 
 

All that a father could be to a son, that God was to His Son; all that a son could be to a father, that Christ was to 

Him. We cannot fix a time when the words: "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee," first apply. When we 

go back to the very beginning of created things we find Christ endowed with infinite power and wisdom, able to lay 

the foundations of the universe and to speak worlds into existence at His will. Whether we think of the Father or of 

the Son, the words are equally true: "before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the 

earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God." Ps. xc. 2 The goings forth of God's 

Anointed "have been from of old, from the days of eternity." Micah v. 2. He is the timeless One.  
 

There is, however, a definite time at which the words are given within the limits of human history, and that time is 

the resurrection… Therefore when God said again: "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee," the words were 

spoken to Christ as the Son of man and Representative of the redeemed human family. AS THE SON OF MAN GOD 

ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS CHRIST AS FULLY AS WHEN HE ORIGINALLY BEGOT HIM in His own likeness as Son 

of God before the foundation of the world. Is it not clear, then, that every proof of Christ's glory and divinity is an occasion of 

increased rejoicing to those who are made one with Him by His death and resurrection? 
 

The Sanctuary Question 

S. N. Haskell 

Review and Herald August 20, 1901 p.536* 
The first chapter presents Christ — HIS CHARACTER AND POSITION. He is the brightness of the Father's glory 

and the "express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word Of His power.” HE IS BETTER AND 

MUCH MORE EXALTED than the angels, "as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." 

HE IS THE SON OF GOD, and therefore has INHERITED every name which is applied to God, the Creator of 'the 

heavens and the earth. He also is the Creator, and is called God.  
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God With Us 

W. T. Bartlett 

Present Truth December 4, 1930 p.2* 
...Although HE NEVER CEASED TO BE THE SON OF GOD, yet He was in every sense the Son of man… Jesus 
is still our Kinsman, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, yet there is nothing in His risen humanity that limits or 

irks His divinity. He is today, in His human nature, as much higher than the angels as HE WAS ORIGINALLY 

THEIR SUPERIOR BY VIRTUE OF HIS BIRTHRIGHT AS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON. (Heb. 1:4.) 
 

How shall We Escape if We Neglect so Great a Salvation? 
Lucas A. Reed 
The Signs of the Times for January 27, 1920  

CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS IN TITLE. HE IS CALLED THE SON OF GOD. NO ANGEL WAS 

CALLED BY SUCH TITLE, WHICH INVOLVES ONENESS OF NATURE WITH GOD. Christ is therefore superior 

to the angels. He has by inheritance a greater name than they. The angels are ministering spirits. But Christ is the 

one at whose behest the angels go forth like the winds and the lightnings. As King over them, He is superior to 

them. He sits upon the throne of eternity. HE IS REPLETE WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF DEITY. And it is this 

God-man who now brings the revelation of God. 

 

Divinity a Brother of Men 
Lucas A. Reed 
The Signs of the Times for February 10, 1920  
In the first chapter of Hebrews, CHRIST HAS BEEN COMPARED WITH THE ANGELS, and has been found to 
have "a more excellent name than they." HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WHICH, IN THIS SPECIAL, DISTINCTIVE 
SENSE, THEY ARE NOT. Yet there are those in church pulpits every Sunday who preach all men divine, as the 
angels are divine, even as Christ also is divine. All are sons of God, say they; there is no essential difference. In 
so teaching, THEY PASS UTTERLY BY THIS GREAT LESSON FROM THE FIRST CHAPTER OF HEBREWS. 
CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD, THE HEIR OF THE UNIVERSE OF GOD. He is "made so much better than the 
angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained [NOT BY BEING CREATED, BUT BEING BEGOTTEN OF THE 
FATHER] a more excellent name than they"—the name of Son of God. Hebrews 1:4. 5.  
 

OUR COUNSEL CORNER - Q & A 
Answered by C. L. BOND 
THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR - June 9, 1931 
Is Jesus just 'a little better Son of God' than we, or is there a difference in His sonship?  
Jesus is the Son of God in a sense altogether different from that in which human beings may be the 
sons of God. He is God's only begotten Son, and was with God in the creation of this world. (Read 
Hebrews 1; Eph. 3:9; John 1:1-3.)... In other words, Christ is the begotten Son of God, and Christians 
are sons of God by adoption.  
 
The Deity of Christ 

George Teasdale 

Signs of the Times November 27, 1916 p.759* 
“... HE IS THE FATHER'S BEGOTTEN SON; THEY ARE NOT. "And again, when He bringeth in the first begotten 

into the world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him." The position of Christ can thus be summarily 

stated: In the universe He occupies the place NEXT TO THE FATHER, WITH THE TITLE OF GOD. HE IS 

SUBJECT TO THE FATHER, but above the angels, who are commanded to worship Him."  
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Our World Builder 
By D. E. Wellman 
Caribbean Watchman - December 1906 p.4* 
“CHRIST IS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD CONSEQUENTLY BY RIGHT, HIS FATHER'S NAME IS HIS 
BY INHERITANCE and so we read, "Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they." As you bear the name of your earthly father so JESUS BEARS BY 
RIGHT OF INHERITANCE THE NAME OF HIS FATHER. ...“…CHRIST BEING THE SON OF GOD, THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN WOULD IN THE VERY NATURE OF THE DIVINE THINGS BE THE FULNESS OF THAT NATURE. . 

 
JESUS NAME ABOVE EVERY NAME 
BY ELD. T. M. STEWARD 
Review and Herald - January 26, 1886 p.52* 
"...Before he came into the world, his name was the Word of God. He is the ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. 
ONLY SON OF GOD! WHAT A POSITION!..." 
 
"... Now we come to the hardest question to answer, How is it that he himself is God? [Quotes from Hebrews 1:4-
8]... Paul thus teaches us that He inherited a name above angels. Every son inherits the name of his father... And 
the Father has required that they honor the Son even as they honor the Father... From all of which we see the 
Christ has a RIGHT TO THE NAME OF “GOD”. 
 
In All Things ... The Pre-eminence 

By J. S. James 

The Oriental Watchman 1911 *The Oriental Watchman and Herald of Health July 1927 p.10* 
"A son bears the same name as his father. Jesus Christ is "the only begotten of the Father" and would therefore 

very naturally bear his Father's name. BEING “THE ONLY BEGOTTEN," no other creature in all the universe save 

Jesus Christ can rightly be called by such a name. We get our names by inheritance. Jesus Christ came by the 

name of God in like manner, being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 

more excellent name then they. ..."  

 

The Sonship and Deity of Christ 

By T. M. French 

Review & Herald May 20, 1937 p.3* 
“…The establishing of CHRIST’S SONSHIP LIKEWISE PROVES HIS DEITY. The Son possesses all the powers 

of the Father. Since the FATHER IS GOD, THE SON ALSO IS GOD. The Son NOT ONLY "by inheritance obtained 

a more excellent name than they [the angels]," but He POSSESSES THE VERY NATURE of His Father...”  
 

Question Corner 
William G. Wirth  
Signs of the Times, August 5th, 1930 p.6* 
"The word "born" is used because, in contrasting the Creator* with His creation, it postulates the nature of the 

Lord's origin. HE WAS NOT CREATED as were creatures, BUT WAS BORN OUT OF GOD AS GOD; and so is of 

the same nature as the Father. Just as a human son is born human by nature because his father is human, so the 

divine Son of God is by nature "born" God because His Father is God. 

 

This idea will be seen more as we process and it is central to controversy in heaven, but it’s good to get a 
clear understanding that God has sons that are sons in the same way. And that specifically, He had only 
one begotten Son in the highest sense. Now we begin to see what Lucifer was jealous and was the 
postion of Christ. The difference in being in a positon equal with God, and being a angel like himself. 
Christ in His pre-existence was the only begotten Son, while angels like Lucifer were created. 
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THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST. NO. 3  
E. J. Waggoner 

Signs of the Times – December 8, 1887 p.742* 
This gives in plain language the sin of Satan. He aspired to be EQUAL WITH GOD; he coveted the POSITION 

THAT BELONGED ONLY TO the divine Word, THE SON OF GOD; and there the spirit of antichrist first sprung 

into existence.  
 

These next few briefs statements capture what we have learned regarding what Christ received from the 

Father as His only begotten Son: 

 

“Our Father” Revealed to Men Through Christ — To Be Revealed to Other Men by the Believer  

J. O. Corliss 

Signs of the Times – June 23, 1914 p.378* 
...Christ was God's "only-begotten." He possessed every element of God's nature to the highest possible degree, 
especially that of love. 
  
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 
ANSWERS BY G. W. MORSE. 
Review and Herald – February 8, 1887 
561.—IMMORTALITY OF CHRIST. When did Christ become immortal? If before he was crucified, then how could 
he die? C. P. N. 
John 1:14 says of Christ that he was "made flesh." Commenting on this text and the significance of the word that 
is translated "flesh," Parkhurst in his Greek Lexicon says: "The Word was made or became flesh; the meaning 
plainly is, that he became man, or took human nature upon him, with all its innocent infirmities, and became 
subject to suffering and mortality." Thus we may conclude that he became mortal when he came to this earth ; and 
if so, he was previously immortal, AND THAT IMMORTALITY HE MUST HAVE POSSESSED FROM THE 
BEGINNING, BEING THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. IMMORTALITY WAS IMPARTED TO HIM AGAIN AT HIS 
RESURRECTION. Perhaps the question may be better understood by saying that when Christ came to this earth 
he voluntarily exchanged his immortality for mortality, and thus became subject to death. God alone is the original 
and only possessor of immortality. 1 Tim. 6:16.  
 

Immortality 
E. J. Waggoner 

The Present Truth – April 19, 1888 

But to the main point of the statement. It is that God only hath immortality. So long as the Bible remains, 
this text will be a standing rebuke to those who claim immortality as theirs by right. That is an attribute 
of God alone. “But,” says one, “is not Christ immortal? and do we not read of the angels that they 
cannot die?” Yes; and we turn to John 5:26 and read Christ’s words: “For as the Father hath life in 
himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.” Christ, then, being the only begotten Son of 
God, partakes of his attributes, and has life in himself. That is, he is able to impart life to others.  
 
And keep this next statement in mind as you continue to read: 
 
Bible Answers - Dallas Youngs 

The Signs of The Times Canada - January 1951 p.18* 
“… This does not seem too hard to comprehend. We have children that are born of our flesh. They possess our 

human natures in the identical degree that we do. An infant a day old is a human being, and is as fully possessed 

of human nature as his father, who may be a man of thirty or forty. Human fathers have the ability to transmit their 

natures to their offspring. IS IT UNTHINKABLE, THEN, THAT THE DIVINE FATHER WOULD NOT HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO TRANSMIT HIS “DIVINE” NATURE TO HIS SON?… God had a Son—one only-begotten Son --upon 

whom HE CONFERRED HIS OWN divine nature and all power— all divine power…” 
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The following from the Sabbath School Lessons in 1936 which were actually done specifically to show 

what SDA’s believed and they were approved by the Sabbath School Committee. This section highlights 

some points which show how He would be considered above the angels, as equal with God.  

 

Lesson 4 for October 24, 1936 p.14* 
Deity and Pre-existence of Christ  
3. What did the Father call His Son? Heb. 1:8.  

NOTE-- Hebrews 1:4 tells us that THE SON’S NAME, GOD, was "a more excellent name" than the angels 

received, because He OBTAINED it "by inheritance," that is, as "heir of all things." A son is the NATURAL HEIR, 

and when God made Christ His heir, He recognized His SONSHIP. This is why the Son bore the same name as 

His Father. 
7. What testimony concerning His deity did Christ Himself give? John 16:27, 28; 8:58.  

NOTE.—The direct statement of Jesus, "I came forth from the Father," READS LITERALLY, "I came out of the 

Father." Putting with this, His testimony in John 10:38, "The Father is in Me, and I in Him," we have His personal 

witness that He TRULY WAS "begotten of the Father," as john says in 1:14.  
8. What is the source of the Son's life? John 5:26. 

NOTE.--It is plain that the Son possesses THE SAME KIND OF LIFE as the Father —called here "life in Himself."  
9. What kind of life does the Son possess? 1 John 5:11, 20. 

10. When does the prophet say the life of the Son began? Micah 5:2, margin. 

NOTE.—While we cannot comprehend eternity—without beginning and without ending—yet it is clearly affirmed 

here that the life which Christ possesses is "from the days of eternity." 

11. What testimony does Jesus Himself bear concerning His existence before creation? John 17:5. 

12. What testimony to the same thing do Paul and Peter bear? Eph. 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20. 13. What outstanding proof 

of the pre-existence of Christ does the work of creation give? Col. 1:16, 17. NOTE.—Cumulative evidence that the 

Son existed with the Father before creation is abundant in the Scriptures. In the few passages we have studied 

here, we find that Christ was with the Father "before the world was," "from, the days of eternity," "before the 

foundation of the world," "before all things." He was therefore no part of creation, but was "begotten of the Father" 

in the days of eternity, and was very God Himself. 

 

This is from a letter by J. S. Washburn, in 1939: 
...It is true we cannot measure or define divinity. It is beyond our finite understanding, yet on this subject of the 

personality of God the Bible is very simple and plain. The Father, the Ancient of Days, is from eternity. Jesus was 

begotten of the Father. Jesus speaking through the Psalmist says: The Lord (Jehovah) hath said unto me, Thou 

are [art] my son, this day have I begotten thee. Psalm 2:7. Again in Proverbs eight (where Jesus is spoken of 

under the title of Wisdom, See I Corinthians 1:24), we read: The Lord (Jehovah) possessed me in the beginning of 

his way. Verse 22. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. Verse 24. 

The Son says he was brought forth, begotten, born of his Father (Jehovah)… When Christ was begotten of the 

Father, He received the life of God, His father... 
 

Let’s piece together some points made in this section so far by going back to Ellen White, first repeating: 

 

A complete offering has been made; for 'God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,'not a son by 

CREATION, as were the ANGELS, nor a son by ADOPTION, as is the FORGIVEN SINNER, but A SON 

BEGOTTEN IN THE EXPRESS IMAGE of the Father’s person, and in ALL THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS MAJESTY 

AND GLORY, ONE EQUAL WITH GOD IN AUTHORITY, DIGNITY, AND DIVINE PERFECTION.” {ST May 30, 

1895 par. 3}  
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Everybody should be able to see whats happening, just like early Adventists, she is clearly distinguishing 

between a being who is begotten versus created.  

 

Often when looking back historically on the topic of the Father and the Son within Adventism, you’ll run 

into claims that the errors of the pioneers are heavily to blame on a strong influence from the Christian 

Connexion organization. This being a result of some prominent pioneers coming from this group. Some 

say the SDA’s of the day taught the Son was created and not really God. Re-read the above statement 

from Ellen White and remember the other quotes shared expressing the exact same idea. Now, read this 

next quote coming from the Christian Connexion: 

 

“Because he is GOD’S SON, in a PECULIAR SENSE applicable to NO OTHER BEING in the universe. In the 

scriptures angels and men are called sons of God, but Christ is called his "own son," "HIS ONLY-BEGOTTEN 

SON," "his beloved son," to DISTINGUISH HIM FROM others who are sons of God by CREATION, and 

regeneration.” (James Williamson, editor of the "Gospel Herald" in History of All the Religious Denominations in 

the United States, 2nd Edition, Harrisburg, PA: John Winebrenner, 1848, p. 165) 
 

Here is another statement from Ellen White that connects with these thoughts of, “How is Christ the Son 

of God and His relationship with His Father. 

 

The whole nation of the Jews called God their Father, therefore they would not have been so enraged if Christ had 

represented Himself as standing in the same relation to God. But they accused Him of blasphemy, showing that 

they understood Him as making this claim in the HIGHEST SENSE. {DA 207.4}  
 

The Jews called God their Father, this would be placed under the adoption category as they believed they 

were God’s righteous people. But she clearly makes God the Father of Christ in the highest sense. He was  

the Son of God in the highest sense! Which by the way, would also make Him God in the highest sense as 

He was “begotten in the express image of the Father’s person, brightness of His majesty and glory, one 

equal with God in Authority, Dignity, and Divine perfection. 

 

The world was made by him, “and without him was not anything made that was made.” If Christ made all things, 

he existed before all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one need be left in doubt. 

Christ was God ESSENTIALLY, and IN THE HIGHEST SENSE. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, 

blessed forevermore. {RH April 5, 1906, par. 6}  

 

Essentially - By the constitution of nature; in essence 1. In an important degree; in effect.  
 

HIS HUMAN NATURE WAS CREATED; it did not even possess the angelic powers… {Ms94-1893.4}  
 

Wait, aren’t we told that Christ was not a Son of God by creation but begotten in contrast to the angels? 

So how could she say that He was created? And what about those who insists that ”begotten = created” 

so that they are the same? How do we take this information? Note that it was His human nature that was 

created. Which in comparison to the angels didn’t even possess angelic powers. While we are told that he 

was begotten as equal with the Father. Hebrews 1:4 says that, “He was made so much better than the 

angels”. Thus were are talking about two different things.  
 

"In Christ were united THE DIVINE and THE HUMAN—THE CREATOR and THE CREATURE. THE NATURE OF 

GOD, whose law had been transgressed, and THE NATURE OF ADAM, the transgressor, meet in Jesus—THE 

SON OF GOD, and THE SON OF MAN...” {EGW, Manuscript 141, 1901}  
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The apostle would call our attention from ourselves to the Author of our salvation. He presents before us His two 

natures, divine and human. HERE IS THE DESCRIPTION OF THE DIVINE "Who, being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God." He was "the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His 

person." {RH September 4, 1900, par. 3}  

 

NOW, OF THE HUMAN: “He was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient unto death.” He voluntarily assumed human nature. It was his own act, and by his 

own consent. He clothed his divinity with humanity. He was all the while as God, but he did not appear as 

God...{RH September 4, 1900, par. 4}  
 

These statements put things together as we can see two separate things here: 

1) Divine. Nature of God. Creator. The Son of God.  

2) Human. Nature of Adam. Creature. The Son of Man. 

 

The Eternal Father, the unchangeable one, gave his only begotten Son, tore from his bosom Him who was MADE 
in the express image of his person, and sent him down to earth to reveal how greatly he loved mankind...{RH July 
9, 1895, par. 13}  
 
This no doubt is in reference to Him in His pre-incarnate nature, being made in the express image of His 
Father’s person. 

 

The picture is set before us much clearer now. Remember that we were told that Christ was Son of God 

the Father is the highest sense, begotten in the express image of the Father, and not created. And His 

human nature was created. So the Son of God must have been begotten of the Father in His pre-existence! 

His position and authority had not change and had been the same from the beginning, and He was 

begotten as equal in authority we were told. The fact that the Son had been in the same position from the 

beginning is also confirmed in the following:  

 

Entering Into His Rest  
HERBERT J. EDMED 
Present Truth – October 3, 1918 p.10* 
Satan’s assumption in heaven had challenged Christ. In his presumptuous boasting, that he would exalt his throne 
above the stars, and be like the Most High, and in the wicked rebellion which he organized in order to realize this 
unholy ambition, the evil one created conditions which could be best answered by an exhibition of the INHERENT 
powers which gave Christ pre-eminence above all but the Father-God. Such an exhibition was made through the 
creation of this world. The invisible things of God, His perfections, His eternal power and divine nature, were 
rendered intelligible by the things that He created. Rom. i. 20.  
 

Sinless and EXALTED BY NATURE, the Son of God consented to take the habiliments of humanity, to become 

one with the fallen race. The eternal Word consented to be made flesh. God became man. {ST February 20, 1893, 

par. 8} 
 

If the Son of God was exalted by nature, He was eternally equal with God the Father as He was begotten in 

the express image in nature and character. The context in the above statement must be in reference to His 

pre-incarnate nature as the Son of God who then came to take on humanity. 

 

"The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old," Christ says. " When He gave to the 

sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment; when He appointed the foundations of the 

earth; then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." 

BUT THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON HUMBLED HIMSELF to come to this earth. He took the sinner's place; the 

guiltless suffered for the guilty. This was the hiding of His glory.  
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"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; 

that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death." "God accepted the death of His Son to 

save a rebellious race. But in this was there no sacrifice made by the Father? The Creator Himself, the 

Omnipotent God, suffered with His Son. Abraham was permitted to know something of the meaning of this great 

sacrifice. He is called the father of the faithful, because he carried out in heart purpose the fearful test, as fully as if 

he had by his own hand taken the life of his son." {The Measure of God’s Love, E. G. White, Signs of the Times – 

February 22, 1899} 

 

"In giving His Son, God gave Himself that man might have another trial. If God could have changed this law to 

meet man in his fallen condition, would He not have done this, AND RETAINED HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON IN 

HEAVEN?—HE CERTAINLY WOULD. But because His law was as changeless as His character, He gave His 

beloved Son, who was above law, and one with Himself, to meet the penalty which His justice demanded. {BEcho 

February 8, 1897, par. 3}  
 

“How can it be that the helpless babe in Bethlehem’s manger is STILL THE DIVINE SON OF GOD? Though we 

cannot understand it, we can believe that he who made the worlds, for our sakes became a helpless babe. 

Though higher than any of the angels, though as great as the Father on the throne of heaven, he became one 

with us. The Youth’s Instructor, Nov. 21, 1895  
 

When Christ first announced to the heavenly host His mission and work in the world, He declared that He was to 

leave His position of dignity and disguise His holy mission by assuming the likeness of a man, when in REALITY 

He was the Son of the infinite God. And when the fullness of time was come, He stepped down from His throne of 

highest command, laid aside His royal robe and kingly crown, clothed His divinity with humanity, and came to this 

earth to exemplify what humanity must do and be in order to overcome the enemy and to sit with the Father upon 

His throne... {Lt303-1903.14} 
 

It’s clear that Christ from the days of eternity, before the earth was created, was the only begotten Son of 

God. And it was Him who was sent to earth. Consider the following from Edson White , and note the 

similarities: 

 

The Creator  

J. Edson White 

Gospel Herald - May 19, 1902 p.1* 
"Christ is called "the Word of God." The apostle says: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." John 

1:14. THE HELPLESS BABE, born in a manger at Bethlehem, IN REALITY WAS THE ONE who created the world 

in the beginning. HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN of the Father, and had been with God 

before the world was." John also said: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. The same was in the beginning with God." John 1:1-2. Christ was with his Father when the world was 

planned and made. HE WORKED OUT THE PURPOSES OF HIS FATHER when he spoke the word which 

created the earth. So the apostle says of him: "The world was made by him," 'And again, "All things were made by 

him," John 1:10, 3. 
 

In John 1:1 the Word (Christ) is called God. THE TITLE OF GOD IS GIVEN TO CHRIST. The Father himself 

declares: "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever." Heb. 1:8; Ps. 45:6. In this text it will be seen that the Son is 

called God by the Father... 
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Why is it that there are so many Seventh-Day Adventist teaching and believing that Christ became the 

only begotten Son of God at Bethlehem? That the title of the Son of God is about the events at Bethlehem? 

Or even not until the resurrection? Many say this as if the incarnation never happened or sin never came 

into being that He would not be the Son of God. It crazy to think such a thing. 
 

"Christ brought men and women power to overcome. He came to this world in human form, to live a man amongst 

men. He assumed the liabilities of human nature, to be proved and tried. In His humanity He was a partaker of the 

divine nature. In His incarnation He gained in a new sense the title of the Son of God. Said the angel to Mary, “The 

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 

called the Son of God.” While the Son of a human being, HE BECAME THE SON OF GOD IN A NEW SENSE. 

Thus He stood in our world—the Son of God, yet allied by birth to the human race...." {5BC 1114.10}  

 

The Spirit of Prophecy’s commentary on Luke 1:35 is plain. We are interpreting it wrong if we are using it 

to say that Christ became the Son of God at Bethlehem. It’s to show that He became the Son of God in a 

new sense! Because He was already the Son of God before the incarnation. The following statements 

certainly supported the idea the He was the indeed the Son of God before the world was, just like Ellen 

White states. Strongly declaring that this relationship of Father and Son was prior to the incarnation and 

also that it wasn’t only by the resurrection. Also stating that it was the “only begotten Son of God” who 

came to earth. 

 

GOD IS LOVE  
G. E. Fifield 
Bible Echo and Signs of the Times – May 1, 1893 
Jesus was the only-begotten Son of the Father, loved by Him before the worlds were, and yet here He was a "Man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
 
The Kingdom of God Is Preached  
By FRANCIS MONROE BURG  
The Signs of the Times - October 6, 1914 p.613* 
Lucifer questioned this right, and instigated a rebellion against God and His Son...When it was planned in heaven 
that the Son of God should BECOME the Son of man, — that He should take upon Him the frailties of humanity, 
by His incarnation,— the devil began to cherish a hope that he might take advantage of. Christ's human weakness, 
and by overcoming Him, thwart His plan to save the world...More than once he insinuates a doubt as to our Lord's 
RELATIONSHIP to Him with whom He had been from eternal ages,—"If Thou be the Son of God."  
 
The Power of Christ 

The Present Truth - July 16, 1891 p.232* 

By E. J. Waggoner 
"And declared to be the Son of God, ...by the resurrection from the dead." THIS MUST NOT BE UNDERSTOOD 

as meaning that Jesus was NOT THE SON OF GOD BEFORE His resurrection, nor that He was NOT 

DECLARED TO BE THE SON OF GOD BEFORE that time. We well know that He was the SON OF GOD 

BEFORE THE WORLD WAS, and He was then glorified with the glory of the Father. IT WAS AS THE dearly-

beloved, ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD that Christ came to this earth. 
 

Children of God 
J. G. Matteson 
Review & Herald - October 12, 1869 p.122* 
Christ is the only literal son of God. “The only begotten of the Father.” John 1:14. He is God because he is the Son 

of God; NOT by virtue of His resurrection. If Christ is the only begotten of the Father, then we cannot be begotten 

of the Father in a literal sense. It can only be in a secondary sense of the word.  
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Scripture Questions - 321. —SON OF MAN. 

Answered by W. H. Littlejohn 

Review and Herald – March 17, 1885 p.172* 
J. D. C.: The title "Son of man" was assumed by our Lord BECAUSE of the fact that he was born of the Virgin. He 

was also called the Son of God BECAUSE HE WAS BEGOTTEN OF GOD. In him were united a human and a 

divine nature. It was therefore fitting that titles should be applied to him which when taken together, should 

express this fact. 
 

SABBATH-SCHOOL LESSON QUARTERLY  

LESSON I— Servants of the Son OCTOBER 4, 1913 / Lesson 1— October 4, 1930  

Jesus was the Son of God BEFORE He was born of the virgin Mary. He was the only-begotten Son of God from 

the days of eternity. 
 

The " I Come " Which Has Been 

By L. F. Starr 

Signs of the Times – September 23, 1913 

The Scripture, with both its hand's, the prophetic and the apostolic, lifts for us here the veil, and discloses for us 

the mind that was in Christ Jesus, when, in eternity, He the Son, the beloved and only-begotten of the Father, 

before the foundation of the world, willed to come down and become flesh. It utters to us the true thought with 

which He, being God, elected to be also man.  

 

"Whence Came Satan?" Did God Create the Devil?" 

Herbert M. Kelley  
The Canadian Watchman - October 1, 1933 

..."I will declare the decree: the Lord has said unto Me, Thou are My Son; this day have I begotten Thee." Ps. 2:7. 

The apostle Paul, in Acts 13:33, applies this text to the resurrection of Christ when He was brought again from the 
dead; BUT BEFORE THE RESURRECTION, EVEN BEFORE HE CAME TO EARTH, CHRIST WAS GOD'S 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. When God gave Christ in the beginning, He gave His "only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Paul meant to convey the thought that 
JUST AS SURELY AS CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN IN THE FIRST PLACE, JUST IN THE SAME SENSE WAS HE 
BEGOTTEN when He was raised from the dead. 

THE RESURRECTION DID NOT MAKE Christ God's only begotten Son... BACK IN ETERNITY SOMEWHERE, 
IN SOMEWAY UNKNOWN, CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN… 

So what was the new sense in which He was the Son of God? Who did He become? 

 

THE SON OF GOD BECAME THE SON OF MAN. He was born of a woman. To Mary the angel said, “Thou shalt 

call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.” [Matthew 1:21.] For thirty years Jesus lived a 

quiet, busy life at His home in Nazareth. His hands were hardened with toil, and His brow was wet with sweat. He 

lived among the sorrowing and the poor and was one with them. He knows how to pity the poorest and the most 

sorrowful. THOUGH HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, the maker of the worlds and all things, YET HE TOOK THE 

PART OF THE SERVANT, so that we might believe that He loved us and gave Himself to us and for us. {EGW, 

Ms45-1892.2} 
 

(As the Son of God in His pre-existence) ...Christ was the heir of all things, by whom also the worlds were 
made. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the “express image of his person.” He upheld “all things by 
the word of his power.” In himself he possessed divine excellence and greatness; FOR IT PLEASED THE 
FATHER THAT IN HIM ALL FULLNESS SHOULD DWELL. And Christ “thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.”  
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(Note the transition to Him as becoming also the Son of man) YET he “made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” {BEcho January 1, 1887, par. 
2}  
 
Ellen White states the relationship between the Father and the Son: 
 
The Scriptures CLEARLY INDICATE THE RELATION BETWEEN GOD AND CHRIST, and they bring to view as 
clearly the personality and individuality of each. {8T 268.1} Quotes Hebrews 1:1-5 and then continues: 
GOD IS THE FATHER OF Christ; Christ IS THE SON OF GOD. To Christ has been GIVEN AN EXALTED 
POSITION. He has been MADE EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. All the counsels of God are opened to His Son. {8T 
268.3}  
 
O. J. Gibson 
The Origin of Sin and its Final Extermination 
COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR - October 5, 1910 p.1* 
“The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were not appreciated, FOR THERE WAS ONE, THE SON OF GOD, 
WHOSE POSITION WAS MORE EXALTED, who had been one with the Father in the work of creation and had 
shared the Father's counsels. And this exaltation of the Son he looked at as an injustice, until he ventured to covet 
the honors of his Maker.” 

 
February 11 Sermon 
W. W. Prescott 
General Conference Bulletin – February 11, 12 1893 
Now, passing from. that, why is it that this message, calling the attention of the world— for it is a world-wide 
message — to God as the Creator, through Christ, and turning men's minds to worship him— why is it that it has 
come just at this time, and just at the close of the great controversy? From the very first, the purpose of Satan was 
to put himself in the place of Christ, and that was what started the rebellion in heaven, because Christ alone was 
exalted to an equality with the Father, though Satan stood in the next place; although he stood in the presence of 
God, so that the light and the glory of God shone upon him continually; although there enveloped him such a 
panoply of light as enveloped none others of the angels of God, yet he was not satisfied. He must needs be put in 
the place of Christ himself.  

 
The following two statements from Ellen White, could only be applied before the world was based on the 
evidence. Thus it is His pre-incarnate, divine nature as the only begotten Son of God that we are talking 
about here. Let’s also think about what was shared regarding the Son receiving inheritence and being 
bestowed upon by the Father.  
 
Jesus WAS MADE ONE WITH GOD. [See Patriarchs and Prophets, 37, 38.] His exaltation created envy and 

jealousy in Satan’s heart. Satan insisted that God had not dealt with him justly. He criticized God’s plan of 

government. He declared the divine law to be arbitrary, detrimental to the interests of the heavenly universe, and 

in need of change. {Ms1-1902.2} 
 

Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts NEXT TO Jesus Christ, BUT CHRIST WAS ONE 
WITH GOD, ASSIMILATED TO THE IMAGE OF GOD TO DO THE WILL OF GOD...{Ms90-1910.4} 
 

By whom, that Jesus must have been made one with God? Who could have assimilated Him to the image 

of God? To assimilate means to, “bring to a likeness, to cause to resemble”. Who but the God the Father 

Himself must have been the cause of this? 

 

* Note: We have been told that as the real Son of God, He iherited the name of God in comparison to the 

angels. Thus God the Father invested and bestowed upon the Son all power, authority, and gave Christ 

His position. We were already told that there was no change in the position or authority of the Son, and 

that is was the same from the beginning. 
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That as the Son of God, was equal and one with God the Father. These points make it clear that Jesus 

Christ in His pre-incarnate divine nature must have been “made one” and “assimilated to the image of 

God” the Father in the beginning in the days of eternity past. This isn’t talking about at some period later 

on in the existence of Christ, such as after the rebellion had started. 
 

So we clearly see that the distinguishing factor, the precise reason why Lucifer could not get what  
He desired was that Christ was the only-begotten Son of God the Father.  This fact made Him equal by 
inherited right to the Father. No created being could be in such a position. 
 
Let’s continue on looking at Lucifer’s desire to have what Christ had: 

 
The Perfect Revelation (Editorial) 
W. W. Prescott 
Review and Herald – March 17, 1904 p.3* 
CHRIST was the effulgence of his Father's glory, the outshining of his glory, BECAUSE he stood in the 
relationship of a son to the Father. He could be to all things outside of the Father the outshining of the revelation of 
the glory of God. NO CREATED BEING COULD DO THAT, but he could do it BECAUSE HE WAS THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON. So that the Son, not by arbitrary appointment, but because he was the only begotten Son of, 
the Father, could be the effulgence of his glory. Therefore, he could be the express image of his person, the very 
image of his substance,— the exact representation of his very being.  
 
Half Hours with the Bible – God the Son 
by ALMA E. McKIBBIN  
Signs of the Times – January 16, 1945/ The Oriental Watchman March 1954 p.5* 
6. HIS RELATION TO THE ANGELS Hebrews 1:4, 9. The Son is greater than the angels; He is their Creator. 1 
Thessalonians 4:16; John 5:25; Jude 9. As commander of the angels, the name of the Son is Michael, the 
Archangel. The Son is superior to every other being BY INHERITANCE. He is God, and all others are the 
creatures, or creations, of God. Not even an angel, though as highly exalted as Lucifer, could ever become equal 
to the Son of God. The very fact that angels are created precludes this forever. "Michael the Archangel," is the 
chief, or commander, of the angels. This is the position and name of the Son of God among the angels. "Michael" 
means "who is like God."  
 
"Our Saviour, Divine"  
G. I. Butler 
Adventist Review & Herald - August 22, 1893 p.535* 
...HE WAS NOT CREATED, and therefore not a creature. HE WAS "BEGOTTEN" IN SOME MANNER NOT 
REVEALED, AND IS THEREFORE OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE OR ESSENCE OF THE FATHER... Personally 
he is precisely like his Father IN APPEARANCE, IN NATURE, IN CHARACTER, IN SUBSTANCE, AND 
ESSENCE... 
 

...In him all the FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD dwells bodily. NOT AN ATTRIBUTE OR POWER HAS THE 

DIVINITY OF THE FATHER WITHHELD FROM THE SON. WHEN HE BEGAT HIM OF HIS OWN SUBSTANCE, 

the infinite majesty, glory, and excellence, the supreme wisdom, omnipotence, omniscience, and SELF 

SUPPORTING EXISTENCE from which all the powers of the universe take their origin, was as A NECESSARY 

CONSEQUENCE CONVEYED TO HIM... 

CHRIST The Enemy of Sin  
Frederick Lee 
Signs of the Times – September 26, 1933 p.4* 
...A powerful angel in the host of heaven, who is called Satan, and also the devil and "that old serpent," rebelled 
against the government of God... for a mightier angel than Satan took up the challenge. Michael, the Archangel, 
THE SON OF GOD HIMSELF, rallied the loyal bands, and cast the dragon and his evil host from heaven... 
Jealousy overwhelmed this angel of heaven. Being close to the throne, he became envious of the Son of God, 
who occupied a position higher than his, A POSITION EQUAL with God. It was this position to which Lucifer  
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aspired. He said, "I will be like the Most High." And when God did not exalt him to this high estate (for it was 
impossible that A CREATED BEING should occupy a position equal with that of God), rebellion and hate entered 
the heart of this proud angel. He soon forgot the great goodness of God in exalting him to one of the highest 
positions in heaven, and became resentful toward Him, and most particularly toward His Son...  
 
Choice Thoughts for Children 
By D. A. Delafield  
Our Times - August 1, 1949 p.26* 
...He thought that he deserved Christ's place and that he was entitled to greater respect and power. Poor deceived 
angel! His memory failed him. He forgot that HE WAS CREATED by Christ and the Father... 
 
Studies in the Gospel Message  
By Unknown(W. W. Precott?) 
Review and Herald – April 8, 1902 p.5 
It is thus evident that he was CREATED LIKE God, but he WAS NOT GOD, and therefore he COULD NOT 

OCCUPY THE SAME POSITION AS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON, who was one with the Father. For this reason 

envy filled the heart of Lucifer, because he could not be what he was not made to be. While he professed a 

purpose to be "like the Most High," his real purpose was to exalt himself above the Most High, and to be ruler in 

his place.  
 

The Old-New Gospel (Editorial) - The Headship of Christ  
W. W. Prescott 
Review and Herald October 3, 1907 p.3* 
THE relation which Christ, the eternal Son of God, sustains to the church as its, living Head WAS NOT established 
by arbitrary appointment, BUT is the outworking of the fundamental principles of the divine government. In the 
VERY NATURE OF HIS BEING, AS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, is found the reason for the place 
which he occupied in the universe, which was brought into existence through him… Thus it was that the eternal 
Son was the Head of the original creation... 
 
...So long as the POSITION WHICH BELONGED TO THE SON and which was INHERENT IN THE VERY 
NATURE OF HIS BEING, was recognized, there was perfect harmony in the universe of God, and happiness 
reigned supreme. Love was not poisoned by jealousy or alloyed by unholy ambition. Law was spelled l-o-v-e, and 
love was spelled l-a-w. But when Lucifer began to sow seeds of disaffection and rebellion, IT BECAME 
NECESSARY THAT THE POSITION OF HIS SON AND HIS RELATION to all created things and beings should be 
defined... 
 
J. E. White - Past, Present, and Future 1909 
"But JEHOVAH COULD NOT PERMIT THIS. He Himself had established the order of heaven. NO CREATED 
BEING could be equal with God, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON ALONE could occupy this position… The ANGELS, 
therefore, ARE CREATED BEINGS, necessarily of a lower order than their Creator. CHRIST IS THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER.” 
 
The First Place 

W. W. Prescott 

Review and Herald – March 5, 1908 / The Present Truth – March 26, 1908 p.3* 

The place which the Son of God occupies in the administration of the divine government is thus stated: "He is 

before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the Church: Who is the beginning, 

the first-born from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence." This is not by arbitrary appointment, 

but is the outgrowth of the VERY NATURE AND BEING of the Son, and of HIS RELATIONSHIP to the eternal 

Father. AS THE SON was one with the Father, as He was the ONLY BEGOTTEN, and as He was thus ABLE TO 

ENTER into the counsels of His Father AS NO CREATED BEING could possibly do, so He was  
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necessarily the One through Whom the Father made every revelation of Himself. CHRIST WAS THE BEGINNING 

OF HIS WAY, the Mediator between the Father and all created things and all created beings. "In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made through Him; and without Him was not anything made that hath been made.” 
 

It was in harmony with the plan of the divine government, and in harmony with the very constitution of things, that 
the eternal Son should be accorded this first place by all created intelligences, who would thus show themselves 
to be submissive to the will of God, loyal to the government of heaven. It was the unholy ambition of Lucifer, a 
"covering cherub." to seek for and to demand for himself the place which belonged to, and could be filled ONLY 
BY, THE SON; and it was this same unholy ambition for self-exaltation, which, transferred to this earth, brought sin 
and death and all the train of evils upon the human family. The root out of which every sin has grown, and the very 
essence of every sin, is the dethronement of the Son of God and the putting of the creature in the place of the 
Creator... 

 

THE NEED OF DIVINE REVELATION  
Leon A. Smith 
The Watchman Magazine September 1943 p.18* 
LUCIFER, whose name signifies "Light-bearer," occupied the exalted position of covering cherub by the throne of 
God, and was the leader of the angelic host. He became lifted up with pride and ASPIRED TO BE EQUAL WITH 
GOD. ONLY Christ, THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, HAD THIS EQUALITY, and Lucifer became jealous of Christ.  

Lucifer’s takes his requests to the Father. How did the Father respond? Which leads one to ask, why does 

He go to the Father to make His requests known? 

This work of opposition to the law of God had its beginning in the courts of heaven, with Lucifer, the covering 

cherub. Satan determined to be first in the councils of heaven, and EQUAL WITH GOD. He began his work of 

rebellion with the angels under his command, seeking to diffuse among them the spirit of discontent. And he 

worked in so deceptive a way that many of the angels were won to his allegiance before his purposes were fully 

known. Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his character, nor see to what his work was leading. When 

Satan had succeeded in winning many angels to his side, HE TOOK HIS CAUSE TO GOD, representing that it was 

the desire of the angels that HE OCCUPY THE POSITION THAT CHRIST HELD. {Review & Herald January 28, 

1909, par. 5} 
 

But LUCIFER, the most glorious angel NEXT TO Christ, THOUGHT HIMSELF EQUAL WITH GOD and made the 

effort, because of his beauty and glory, that HE SHOULD BE NEXT TO GOD, and THEN HE COULD WORK OUT 

GOD’S PLANS. Thus Lucifer CLAIMED THE POSITION NEXT TO the Creator. BUT CHRIST WAS THE ONLY 

BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. Lucifer made war in heaven and would not take the position God assigned him, 

therefore he fell from his high estate and has been in the world, a warring element against God’s plans, and has 

had great power to allure and deceive souls to ruin them. There have been two parties in the world, the true and 

the false. {Lt189-1909.29} 
 

We had for years to meet this and were always carried back to the experience of the first departure from truth in 
the history of the fall of Lucifer from heaven. He occupied a special, exalted position in the heavenly courts. He 
must have no one higher than himself. He must be NEXT TO GOD in efficiency. But CHRIST WAS ABOVE HIM, 
and he claimed he must be ABOVE CHRIST. Christ was the ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, united with God. 
{Lt157-1910.1} 
 
His beauty was so highly exalted that he THOUGHT HE SHOULD BE AS GOD, and Christ must be SECOND TO 
HIM; but the Lord INFORMED Satan THIS COULD NOT BE POSSIBLE. Christ WAS HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. 
[Remainder missing.] {Lt157-1910.7} 
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When GOD WOULD NOT CONCEDE to Satan’s claim to a place above HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, Satan 
rebelled. There was war in heaven, and he was cast out. He pressed his claim to be placed above Christ, but the 
warfare resulted in his losing his position in the heavenly courts. {Lt132-1910.4} 

Loyal angels come to the defense of truth: 
 
ANGELS THAT WERE LOYAL AND TRUE sought to reconcile this first great rebel to the will of his Creator. They 

justified the act of God in conferring honor upon Jesus Christ, and with forcible reasons sought to convince Satan 

that no less honor was his now than before the Father had proclaimed the honor which HE HAD CONFERRED 

UPON HIS SON. THEY CLEARLY SET FORTH THE JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD, existing with him before 

the angels were created; and that he had ever stood at the right hand of God... {ST January 9, 1879, Art. B, par. 4} 
 

Union Conference Record - May 25, 1908 p.1* 

The Baleful Evil of Criticism - J. E. FULTON 
“He criticized the government of GOD, he criticized the SON OF GOD, and he criticized all the LOYAL ANGELS 

who upheld GOD AND HIS SON. This spirit of evil speaking spread to others until a very large number of the 

angelic host were blinded with its damning influence.” 
 

Consider this from The Great Controversy book: 
 

It was his policy to PERPLEX THE ANGELS WITH SUBTLE ARGUEMENTS concerning the purposes of God. 

EVERYTHING THAT WAS SIMPLE HE SHROUDED IN MYSTERY, AND BY ARTFUL PERVERSION CAST 

DOUBT UPON THE PLAINEST STATEMENTS OF JEHOVAH. His high position, in such close connection with the 

divine administration, gave greater force to his representations, and many were induced to unite with him in 

rebellion against Heaven’s authority. {GC88 496.1}  
 

Next, see what the angels following Lucifer’s lead began doing: 
 

Angels were expelled from heaven because they would not work in harmony with God. They fell from their high 
estate because they wanted to be exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they forgot that their beauty of 
person and of character came from the Lord Jesus. THIS FACT THE ANGELS WOULD OBSCURE, THAT CHRIST 
WAS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, and they came to consider that they were not to consult Christ. One 
angel began the controversy and carried it on until there was rebellion in the heavenly courts among the angels. 
They were lifted up because of their beauty. {Lt42-1910.3} 

Can we now clearly see what we are being told? There is something uniquely different between the nature 
of the Son of God and the sons of God(angels). Begotten does not hold the same meaning as created. The 
early adventist using the Bible, saw that in His pre-incarnate nature, Christ, was the only begotten Son of 
God the Father! Meanwhile the angels, were created beings. Why is it that we have many today proclaiming 
that if you believe in the only begotten Son, that you must believe that He was created, taking away His 
divinity and deity?  
 
Questions & Bible Answers 
Likely by Editor W. T. Bartlett 
Present Truth - AUGUST 26, 1915, No. 34, pg. 538* 
The texts quoted show that Jesus Christ IS THE SON OF GOD IN A UNIQUE SENSE. Human beings are sons of 
God first by creation, and then by adoption, BUT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD BY BIRTH, ‘having become by so 
much better than the angels, as He hath inherited a more excellent name than they.’ Heb. i. 4, R.V.... We make a 
somewhat similar distinction between the works of our hands, which we sometimes call the offspring of our brain or 
of our skill, and our own sons and daughters. Into the former we put a certain degree of effort; INTO THE LATTER 
WE PUT OUR VERY SELVES. So while both men and angels each reveal something of the wonderful power of God, 
IN CHRIST ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD DWELLS BODILY. 
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...The angels are spoken of as sons of God. Job xxxviii. 7. Adam was made a son of God. Luke iii. 38. All 

Christians bear the same name. 1 John iii. 2. We can all look up to God and call Him ‘Our Father.’ YET 

ALTHOUGH THE ANGELS AND MEN ARE SONS OF GOD, THEY HAVE NOT INHERITED DIVINITY: they rank 

not with their Creator, but are on a lower level as His creatures: they are not gods by nature. JESUS, ON THE 

CONTRARY, SHARES ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF DEITY WITH HIS FATHER: "When He again bringeth in the 

firstborn into the world He saith, and let all the angels of God worship Him." Heb. i. 6. 
 

NO DISTINCTION IS TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE FATHER AND HIS SON JESUS CHRIST IN RESPECT OF 

WORSHIP. ALL ARE TO HONOUR THE SON, EVEN AS THEY HONOUR THE FATHER. John v. 23. So we 

conclude that Christ, AS THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, DIFFERS IN NO WISE FROM THE FATHER. 

ONE IS TO BE WORSHIPPED AND ADORED AS MUCH AS THE OTHER.  
 
A More Excellent Name 
Lucas A. Reed 
The Signs of the Times for January 13, 1920 p.7* 
...He felt that he, A CREATED BEING, should have some part in God's creative work; and through his defection, 
he next aspired, not to sit on God's right hand, but to displace Him on the throne. IT IS EVIDENT, THEN, THAT A 
KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST'S NATURE AS CONTRASTED WITH THAT OF THE ANGELS LIES AT THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR COMPREHENSION OF HIS MESSIAHSHIP… 

...A CREATED BEING CAN NEVER IN THE TRUE SENSE BE A CREATOR, AND HE CANNOT BE GOD. The 
very nature given him by his Creator precludes this. It is not in the plan. Nothing can exist but that which God wills. 
His will is sovereign, but the reason and purpose of that will are forever firmly founded in the security of His 
goodness or love. CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN, NOT CREATED, ON AN EQUALITY WITH THE FATHER, hence 
was associated with Him in the creative work and in His sovereignty on the throne… ALL THESE THINGS REST 
IN THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD. AND THIS EXPRESSION, "SON OF GOD," AS APPLIED TO 
HIM, IS NOT USED IN AN ACCOMMODATED SENSE. HE IS NOT THE SON BY ADOPTION; HE IS NOT THE 
SON BY CREATION; HE IS THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER…. 

...AND BEING THE ONLY ONE WHO IN THIS SPECIAL SENSE IS GOD'S SON, HE IS IN THIS SPECIAL SENSE 
GOD'S HEIR, POSSESSING EVERY ATTRIBUTE THAT GOD POSSESSES. THUS IT IS THAT BY INHERITANCE 
He receives the more excellent name than the angels… HIS IS OF THE SAME NATURE AND CHARACTER AND 
POWER WITH GOD. BUT WHILE HE IS FILLED WITH all this "fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2: 9), 
IT WAS ALL GIVEN HIM OF GOD, for "it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell" (Colossians 1:19).  

And again, why couldn’t Lucifer, the other angels, or any other created being for that matter hold the 
position that Christ held? And who was Christ in His pre-incarnate state? 
 
WAR IN HEAVEN - The Aftermath on Earth  
by TAYLOR G. BUNCH 
Signs of the Times - January 17, 1950 p.5* 
...The leading actors in this great "heavenly warfare," for which "wicked spirits in high places" are responsible, are 
Prince Michael and Prince Lucifer. "Michael" means "Like unto God," and CHRIST ALONE is in "the image of the 
invisible God." He is declared to be "the express image of His person," or "the effulgence of His glory, and the very 
image of His substance." See Hebrews 1:3, R.V... 
 
...Lucifer became proud and haughty, and he began to covet the position and glory of Michael, who was his 
superior. In his heart he purposed to "be like the Most High," and MICHAEL ALONE WAS LIKE THE FATHER. 
Lucifer was jealous because of the creative power of the Son of God and because He was worshiped by all the 
heavenly host. In at, tempting to seize equality with God, Lucifer lost his own high position and glory and was 
deposed from his exalted official estate... 
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TWO PRINCIPLES-TWO MANIFESTATIONS 
By unknown(M. C. Wilcox was Editor) 
Signs of the Times – November 13, 1893 p.1* 
Christ was IN THE FORM of God. He PROCEEDETH AND CAME FORTH from God. John 8:42. He was of ONE 
NATURE AND SUBSTANCE with his Father. Heb. 1:3 ; John 1:1-3. His angel, or messenger name, Michael ("who 
is like God"), shows the same thing. Certainly, if any, being in all this universe had any right to be ambitious to be 
like God, it was he "who is like God." If anyone among that glorious throng had a right to aspire to the throne of 
universal dominion, it was the Son of God. 
 
TWO PRINCIPLES. TWO MANIFESTATIONS. TWO RELIGIONS. 
By unknown(M. C. Wilcox was Editor) 
Signs of the Times - November 20, 1893 p.1* 
Michael, or Christ Jesus, the only being in the universe who had the right to aspire to be equal with God... 
 
The Origin, History, and Destiny of Satan  
W. R. French 
Oriental Watchman ST – June 1917 p.126* 
Satan is revealed in the Bible as the Leader of the fallen angels who are in rebellion against their Creator, Jesus 
Christ, and His angels...He envied Christ, His equality with (Phil 2:5, 6) and likeness to God ( Heb. 1:1-3, Col. 2:9) 
and aspired to be "like God." Isa. 14:14. He enlisted the creatures in rebellion against the Creator, the subject 
against the ruler, the angels against God and Christ, accusing God of being partial and thus unjust in not allowing 
THE SUBJECT, THE CREATURE, to be like Himself. Why should not all be equal? Reasoned this mighty angel, 
filled with unholy ambition.  
 
The Joy of Self-forgetful Ministry  
By T. E. BOWEN  
Review and Herald – March 6, 1930 p.18* 
“Self-serving — self-interests made paramount — entered when sin entered into the heart of Lucifer beside the 
throne of the Deity. Here the first discordant chord was made to vibrate. "I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the Most High." But even this first impulse was a lie. If Lucifer truly wanted to be like the Most  
High, he would have humbly continued on in his service for others where the infinite wisdom of the Most High had 
placed him. GOD had the happiness, the joy, the well-being of HIS SON and all others in view when He exerted 
His infinite power in creation by bringing them into existence. The manifestation of unselfish love was God's 
character then, even as it is now. No, it was not to be like the Most High that Lucifer wanted. It was only the honor, 
the glory, the worship rendered God because of His blessed goodness and loving power, that he coveted, Lucifer 
assuming that he possessed attributes of God which he had not, nor ever could have fully attained.  
 
How different was Jesus' life! REALLY POSSESSING THE FATHER’S ATTRIBUTES, BEING HIS ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON, Jesus laid aside all this glory, His high position,— that which Lucifer coveted but possessed 
not,— and made Himself of no reputation, to become a servant, after taking His place among us — a sinful race 
— as a man. And His blessed life was spent from childhood to the cross in humble ministry for others. He went 
about doing good. 

 
Here something may get you thinking, based on what we have read: 
 
Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of God in our world, continually 
warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan has continued to present to men, as HE PRESENTED 
TO THE ANGELS, HIS FALSE REPRESENTATIONS OF CHRIST AND OF GOD, and he has won the world to his 
side. Even the professedly Christian churches have taken sides with the first great apostate. {RH January 28, 1909, 
par. 7} 

 
Is it possible that Christ not being the only begotten Son of the Father, be a part of the false 
representations of Christ and God that Lucifer was presenting?  
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E. J. Waggoner in response to some accusations being made by a popular Baptist Minister, a little series 
of articles on “The Divinity of Christ” beginning on Signs of the Times, March 25th 1889 stating: 
But when the doctor [Briggs] states that Seventh-day Adventists deny the divinity of Christ, we know that he writes 
recklessly. We are fully persuaded in our own mind that he [Briggs] knows better; but be that as it may, the 
statement has been made so often by men who professed to know whereof they were speaking, that many have 
come to believe it; and for their sakes, as well as for the benefit of those who may not have given the subject any 
thought, we purpose to set forth the truth.  
 
We have no theory to bolster up, and so, instead of stating prepositions, we shall simply quote the word of God, 
and accept what it says. The first text that we quote is that one so familiar to everyone who knows anything of the 
Bible, John 1:1: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God." That this refers to Christ is evident from verse 4: "In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men;" and from verse 14: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth." 
Indeed, we never heard of anyone who doubted that the evangelist has reference to Christ in this passage. From 
it we learn that Christ is God. That text alone, if we had no other, is sufficient to establish the divinity of Christ, for 
the word “divinity” means, “the nature or essence of God”. We believe in the divinity of Christ, because the Bible 
says that Christ is God.  
 
In a following continuation of ‘The Divinity of Christ’ series Waggoner says: 
The fact that Jesus is spoken of as the only begotten Son of God should be sufficient to establish a belief in his 
divinity. As Son of God, he must partake of the nature of God. "As the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself." John 5:26. Life and immortality are imparted to the faithful followers of God, but 
Christ alone shares with the Father the power to impart life. He has "life in himself," that is, he is able to 
perpetuate his own existence.  
 
Ellen G. White in ‘An Appeal for the Australasian Field’  found in the Review and Herald, 5th December 
1893 stated the following: 
In this country, the denominational ministers tell the most unblushing falsehoods to their congregations in 
reference to our work and our people. Whatever false report has been started, is circulated by those who oppose 
the truth, and is repeated from church to church and from community to community. The circulators of these 
falsehoods take no pains to find out whether or not they are true, for many of those who repeat the reports, though 
not the framers of them, still love the false reports, and take delight in giving them a wide circulation. They do not, 
like honest, just men, come to those who are accused, and seek to find out what is the truth concerning what they 
have heard in regard to their faith; but without inquiry they spread false statements in order to prejudice the people 
against those who hold the truth. 
 
For instance, an effort was made to obtain the use of the hall at a village four miles from Hastings, where some of 
our workers proposed to present the gospel to the people; but they did not succeed in obtaining the hall, because 
a school-teacher there opposed the truth, and declared to the people that Seventh-day Adventists did not believe 
in the divinity of Christ. This man may not have known what our faith is on this point, but he was not left in 
ignorance. He was informed that there is not a people on earth who hold more firmly to the truth of Christ’s pre-
existence than do Seventh-day Adventists.  
 
This actually was an ongoing issue and accusation throughout earlier Adventist History to which the 
church at large was not able to get rid of until the 1950s. All due to the believe that Christ was the only 
begotten Son of God from the days of eternity. 
 
We have learned, about positions of Christ and Lucifer, why Lucifer was jealous of Christ as the Son of 
God, and also the difference in the nature of Christ being begotten and Lucifer being created. Now we 
look at the Government of Heaven and it’s structure of order. 
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The Order of Heaven - One, Two, and Lucifer...Three? 
 
When talking of hierarchy, it is not to be taken as a structure which contains persons of less authority, 
power, divinity etc... For we have already learned that Christ the Son is equal with His Father. What we are 
dealing with is a next to in place, one working under another, yet equal with situation between beings. 
Lucifer, as a created being(highest of angels) is not included in this equality. So who in place was above 
Lucifer in position?  
 
ORDER AND CO-OPERATION  
W. J. STONE  
Indiana Reporter – March 28, 1906* 
Here is perfect order in heaven. God is the head and governor of the universe. He has commuted to Christ his 
appointed work. Christ, the head of all the heavenly hosts, directs their work. They go and come at his bidding. 
There is no dallying or delay, but when the command is given, as swift as lightning an angel speeds to accomplish 
his appointed work.  
 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ - XXVIII. The Son of God  
M. C. Wilcox 
Signs of the Times – June 6, 1911 
In the beginning He was one with the Father in supernal glory (John 17:5), "the very image of His [the Father's] 
substance" (Heb. 1:3) ; but His position of equality, His claim to eternal Sonship, had been disputed by that being 
who stood next to Him, the one created being above all others who in himself sealed up the sum of bestowed 
wisdom and beauty (Eze. 28:12), Lucifer, the son of the morning (Isa. 14:12). He not only disputed the position of 
the Word of God, but he led others to do the same... 
 
SATAN FALLS FROM HEAVEN - The Beginning, Work, and End of Sin and Satan  
Caryle B. Haynes (Speaking on a sermon from an Elder Harris) 
Youth’s Instructor – May 8, 1917 p.8* 
"Because of the inferiority of his position to that of THE FATHER AND THE SON, Lucifer permitted thoughts of 
envy and dissatisfaction to creep.into his heart. Instead of banishing these thoughts at once, he cherished them 
until he became convinced that for such a bright 'and glorious and wise being as himself to remain in a 
subordinate position was the height of injustice...” 
 
Apostasy and Rebellion in the Church 
G. B. Thompson 
Review & Herald - September 28, 1916 p.6* 
“It was so with Lucifer. He, too, loved the preeminence. He coveted the highest place in heaven. THE SON OF 

GOD HAVING BEEN ASSIGNED TO THIS POSITION BY THE FATHER, Lucifer instilled in the minds of the 

angels the idea that a tyranny had been enthroned, and in order to be free, they must contend for their rights, and 

OPPOSE THE ORGANIZATION OF HEAVEN.' Satan would have had no contention about leadership had he 

been placed at the head.” 
 

Two Powers – Two Principles 
By Unknown (M. C. Wilcox was the Editor) 
Signs of the Times – November 6, 1893 p.1* 
The opposing power is Satan, the adversary. He was once ONE OF THE HIGHEST AND MOST GLORIOUS 
BEING in the universe, none greater save THE FATHER AND THE SON. At that time his name was Lucifer, the 
"light bearer," or "daystar."  
 
"The Bright and Morning Star" now and always is Michael(WHO IS LIKE GOD), or Christ (Rev. 22:16); and second 
in brightness under time Father was " Lucifer, son of the morning" or "daystar" (Isa. 14: 12). In that morning of 
earth's creation all was peace; all the angels of God shouted for joy, and Michael and Lucifer sang together., But 
the honor rested with Michael, THE ONE LIKE GOD, the One through whom time rolling suns and planets were 
created and the ages constituted, THE ONE TO WHOM THE FATHER SPOKE, "Let us make man." See 1 Con 
8:6; Heb. 1:2, 8-10; Gen. 1:26.  
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Here crept in the first transgression in the universe, by just what process we do not know; for it we can give no 
reason, for there is no reason for sinning. The choice of HONORING GOD AND HIM ON WHOM GOD PLACED 
HIS HONOR, rested with Lucifer, as with all others. 
 
The Secret Confederacy of Evil  
Caryle B. Haynes 
Signs of the Times, March 24, 1941 p.6* 
One of the most exalted creatures at the court of the King of kings was this present leader of the hosts of evil. He 
was clothed with power less in degree only to that of God and His only Son. 
 
COLUMBIA UNION VISITOR Jan. 27, 1909 

*Published again in 1916 in Review & Herald May 18 and Northern Union Reaper Aug 29 p.3* 

The Shibboleth Of Apostasy – G. B. Thompson 
“I refer to Lucifer, who is now the devil. He was then in heaven. He had been appointed to a high and holy office. 

His position was near the throne; he was its lightbearer and attendant. HE WAS THE THIRD FROM THE HEAD, 

THE FATHER AND SON ALONE being above him in position. But Lucifer did not like the idea of being the third 

from the top, he wanted to be first, to be at the top; and because he was not first was clear evidence to his mind 

that there was a tyranny set up, and a despot on the throne of universal sovereignty. He pointed to the fact that 

GOD HAD PLACED HIS SON at the head of affairs in heaven as evidence that something was the matter. He did 

not believe in anybody's being at the "head." Doubtless he might have viewed things differently, though, had he 

been placed at the head.” 
 
Be Content 
W. R. Carswell 
Australian Record – February 2, 1925 p.1* 
...Lucifer originated it in heaven. He saw THE MOST HIGH AND THE SON OF GOD occupying positions superior 
to his own, and he coveted the higher positions. Isa. 14:12-1... 
 

The Three Angels' Messages  
By Unknown 
The Church Officer’s Gazette – July 1916 p.13* 
3. Sin originated through the desire of an archangel beside the throne of God to receive worship. God, in his 
wisdom, decreed that none, besides HIMSELF AND HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, should receive this homage. 
None else are capable of receiving this worship without injury; for none besides the Father and Son are endowed 
with creative power... 

 
”The Great War”  
Carlyle B. Haynes  

The Youth's Instructor - Sept 14, 1915, Published again in signs of the Times June 18, 1918 and The Oriental 

Watchman 1929 p.8* 
“While Lucifer in heaven occupied a highly exalted station, there were BEINGS WHO WERE FAR ABOVE HIM. 
THESE WERE THE FATHER AND SON. The angels worshiped the Father as Creator of all things. The Son was 
coequal with the Father in creation; and the Father had said,  "Let all the angels of God worship Him." Hebrews 1: 
6. Therefore the Son also received the worship of the heavenly host, and the worship of Lucifer with the rest. The 
Son of God was supreme over all the works of creation; for He was "the express image" of the Father's person, 
"the brightness of His glory," and He upheld "all things by the word of His power." Hebrews 1:3. High over all the 
angels of heaven He reigned, and over the unnumbered intelligences of the other worlds; and His rule was a rule 
of love. The angels delighted to serve and obey Him.” 
 

J. Edson White - Past, Present, and Future 1909 
"He was, next to GOD AND CHRIST; and is still, the wisest being in the universe" 
"Christ STOOD ABOVE HIM, EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. Lucifer decided that by his beauty and attainments he 
was fitted for a position of equality with God" 
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"I'm Having the Big One"  
DOREEN FOX  
Signs of the Times Australia – September 5, 1955 p.5* 
Lucifer, the son of the morning, the covering cherub, becoming dissatisfied with his position decided to go higher, 
or in other words, to intrude himself upon what belonged to God and His Son alone.  

 
The Great Exchange  
H. A. WEAVER 
Review & Herald – July 10, 1913 p.295* 
“Lucifer's was the covering cherub on God's throne. Eze. 28:14. ONLY TWO STOOD ABOVE HIM IN POWER, 

GOD THE FATHER AND GOD THE SON.” 
 
Satan the Originator of Evil  
G. I. Butler 
Signs of the Times Australian – June 1, 1908 – p.344* 
In process of time, Lucifer chose selfishly to desire power that God had not conferred upon him, and entered upon 
an ambitious course to become as God, thus becoming, instead of a willing servant, the adversary of God. And 
having entered upon such a course, he deceitfully influenced other angels to join him against the government of 
GOD, AND HIS DIVINE SON... From that time the great majority of the human family have taken for their master 
Satan instead of God and Christ... 
 

Studies in the Gospel Message  
Review and Herald – December 9, 1902 p.5* 
Sin found its origin in the ambition of Lucifer, the anointed cherub, to be equal with GOD THE FATHER AND HIS 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. "Not content with his position, though honored above the heavenly host, he ventured to 
covet homage due alone to the Creator. Instead of seeking to make God supreme in the affections and allegiance 
of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure their service and loyalty to himself. And coveting the glory with 
which the infinite Father had invested his Son, this prince of angels aspired to power that was the prerogative of 
Christ alone." This led to the expulsion of Satan and his angels from heaven. 
 
God Is Not Partial; He Treats All Alike  
W. F. Caldwell 
Review and Herald - October 7, 1915 p.11* 
LUCIFER questioned the Son's ability to rule the universe in the manner most beneficial to all his creatures. He 
claimed that he was better qualified than the Son to stand at the head of God's government, NEXT TO THE MOST 
HIGH. He declared, that BECAUSE HE WAS HIS SON, God was partial toward Jesus, and was placing him in the 
position which rightfully belonged to Lucifer. Therefore HE WOULD NOT SUBMIT to the Son's government, but 
would speedily prove to God that he had made a mistake in MAKING THE SON RULER in place of Lucifer. As a 
first step in this process of setting God right, Lucifer started a rebellion in heaven. Driven from that field by lack of 
sympathy, he sought and found entrance to the earth. See Isa. 14: 12-14.  

 
Weekly Bible Study – Origin of Sin 
H. L. Wood 
Western Canadian Tidings – May 29, 1928 p.2* 
Satan, who was called Lucifer (Day Star), was the “annointed cherub” standing nearest to God of any of the 
created intelligences. ONLY Christ "THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER" WAS NEARER TO GOD THE 
FATHER than was this exalted angel. 
 
Looking Unto Jesus p31 
Uriah Smith – 1898 
“THE ROOT THE CONTROVERSY IS FOUND IN THE REBELLION AGAINST THE SON OF GOD. This father of 
lies charged upon the government of God, that it was based in selfishness and oppre ssion; THAT GOD AND 
CHRIST ACTED ONLY FOR THEIR OWN EXALTATION AND AGGRANDIZEMENT, at the expense of the liberty 
and happiness of their creatures; and that injustice and partiality, instead of righteousness and truth, were the 
habitation of their throne.” 
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Is There a Personal Devil?  

THOS. H. CRADDOCK  

Signs of the Times Australia – February 9, 1920 p.90* 
...It has also been shown that Satan was divinely appointed to the highest place of honour ever bestowed on a 
created intelligence, namely, as one of the covering cherubs over the throne of God. Lucifer held a place third in 
the kingdom of heaven, and, in his exalted capacity, stood next to the Son of God. The reason of his fall and 
expulsion from heaven was his unholy ambition to be equal with Christ, and so enter into the secret counsels of 
Deity… 
 
How Sin Began 
M. L. Andreason 
Signs of the Times – December 28, 1954 p.10* 
When Lucifer planned to claim godhood, there was only one that stood between him and God, and that was 
Michael. 
 
Speaking of Lucifer “He declares he cannot submit to be UNDER CHRIST’S COMMAND, that GOD’S 

COMMANDS ALONE will he obey.” (Spiritual Gifts Vol3, p 37.3) 
 

He led the ones he had deceived to engage in warfare against Christ and the loyal angels, urging them on with the 
hope that they could OVERCOME CHRIST AND DETHRONE GOD. With Lucifer on the throne, as ruler in heaven, 
he told them that a better order of things would be brought in. {Lt356-1907.12} 
 
Satan, who was once a beautiful angel in the heavenly courts, became a fallen angel because he did not want to 
occupy a SECONDARY PLACE, BUT TO BE NEXT TO GOD. He would have the Lord Jesus BECOME SECOND 
TO HIM, for his own glory was very precious in his own sight... that glory became extinguished through his craving 
to be the HIGHEST ONE NEXT TO GOD. {Ms74-1910.6} 
 
The last two quotes here show a progression in Lucifer’s mind. He did not only want the place of Christ, 
to remove the Son of God the Father. Why stop there? He would aim to take the place of God the Father 
Himself. 
 
I assure [you] that it will be one of our perplexities to distinguish the genuine from the spurious. Deception steals in 
unawares, just as it stole into the heavenly courts. Satan sought to undermine the confidence of the angels in 
God’s government. HE DESIRED THE PLACE OCCUPIED BY CHRIST, HAVING IT IN HIS MIND, IF HE GAINED 
THIS POSITION, TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO TAKE THE PLACE OF GOD. Adroitly he presented his suggestions 
to the angels, and many of them received these suggestions. He left his insinuations in their minds to develop. 
They, not as cautious as their leader, began to communicate their new theories. Satan was the originator of the 
doubts that they expressed, but he presented them as the opinions of a large number of the angels, and as such, 
something that should be considered. {Ms37-1903.8}  

 
Well, Lucifer, he was striving; he had glory in the heavenly courts, but he was striving for CHRIST’S  
PLACE NEXT TO GOD. NEXT HE WANTED TO BE GOD, but he could not obtain that. {Ms86-1910.29}  
 
Lucifer sought changes in not only the law, but the order of heaven, even after being told His error. 
In heavenly council the ANGELS PLEADED with Lucifer. THE SON OF GOD PRESENTED before him the 

greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. GOD 

HIMSELF HAD ESTABLISHED THE ORDER OF HEAVEN; and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor his 

Maker and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of 

resistance. Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail, and became the more determined. {PP 35.3}  
 

While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that changes in the order and laws of heaven were 

necessary for the stability of the divine government. {PP 38.2}  
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Where was/is the Holy Spirit in the Controversy and Order of Heaven? 

 

This section is not about any deep discussions on the Holy Spirit. But to examine statements made which 

reference the Holy Spirit in the controversy in heaven. You may have noticed that a lack of a third Deity, 

Divine being alongside God and His only begotten Son in the order of heaven and the controversy. This 

dispite the fact that the vast majority of SDA’s by the early to mid 1900s began to teach a trinity of some 

kind, accepting the Holy Spirit as the third person of Godhead. There is absent data supporting the Holy 

Spirit as a third individual divine being was present and involved as we have seen. For some, this may be 

a bit difficult, controversal, or confusing even at times. But let’s take a look at some comments which do 

include the Holy Spirit.  

 

First in this section we have Doug Batchelor of Amazing Facts Ministry – Why is there Evil?* 
The message as a whole is true, and brings out great points on why there is evil. However, especially after 

this topic being presented in earlier Adventist history, you will notice that he misses the mark on the 

controversy, it’s lacking the foundational information which inspriration teaches and SDA’s held for many 

years!  
13:10 – Listen to what is stated about God creating man, now read this: And I saw that when God said to his 

Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was jealous of Jesus..{1SG 17.1} We take not the fallacies of man but 

the Word of God that man was created after the image of God and Christ...[quotes Hebrews 1:1-3]{Ms236-

1902.4} What he said was not wrong, but generic in order to avoid the relationship between God and His 

only begotten Son. 
14:22 - “...He was the most powerful creation of God.” this is the truth! Afterwards, Batchelor unfortunately 

misses an opportunity to to rightly contrast that nature of God’s true Son versus Lucifer. 
16:12 - “...when Lucifer saw all the other angels worshiping Jesus, and worshiping God, and adoring God.” Amen? 

Other than naming Jesus it’s impossible to be sure who he was talking about. Worshiping Jesus and 

worshiping the Father? Or worshiping Jesus and worshiping the trinity? Wish would be weird to say and 

Jesus is in the trinity. Inspiration speaking Lucifer and the angels: As songs of praise ascended in melodious 

strains, swelled by thousands of glad voices, the spirit of evil seemed vanquished; unutterable love thrilled his 

entire being; his soul went out, in harmony with the sinless worshippers, in love to the Father and the Son...{PP 

36.3} Other statements say the same thing. There is only every reference to Lucifer and the angels, even 

of Adam and Eve only worshiping and praising God and His Son(The Father and Son). 
16:23 - “...he began to think, “Why am I not God? Why don’t I have that power? Here I am always number three, 

or number four, after the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, then me. Why can’t I create like God does?...” Once 

again a missed opportunity to establish the nature of the creature Lucifer, and the Creator Christ and the 

Son of God as you can see was frequently pointed out throught early Adventist history. Also, the Spirit as 

a third individual God being is never mentioned in inspiration during the controversy in heaven, so 

perhaps silence is necessary here. Why can’t Doug Batchelor see this important matter in the controversy? 

Speaking on the controversy in heaven and origin of evil, it pays to have a correct understanding on the 

nature of Christ and the angels in relation to the Father. Especially as a Seventh-Day Adventist, who has 

been blessed with the Spirit of Prophecy through Ellen White. Without this knowledge, it leaves 

something missing as seen in this message given by Amazing Facts ministry. 
 

Defending the Godhead p.33, 2005 - Vance Ferrell 

If you will examine the context of each of the three statements, quoted below, you will find that they all refer to the 

same time period when Lucifer in heaven was jealous of the Son. Perhaps, in the wisdom of Divinty, neither the 

Father nor the Son had TOLD Lucifer about the EXISTENCE of Holy Spirit (otherwise he might have been jealous 

of Him too!). This MAY be why the Son, not the Holy Spirit, was the center of Lucifer ’s hatred.  
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I’m not even sure if that makes logical sense. Also, what does it imply about the character of God? Did 

God make Lucifer think that He was next to Christ? Meanwhile there was another divine being also in 

front of him? 

 

The ORIGIN of EVIL  

MARSHALL B. VAN KIRK 

Signs of the Times - April 12, 1927 p.5* 
In the beginning of this world's history there was first a creation. The Creator is defined in the first verse of the 

Bible as God. The term God in this statement takes in the full Trinity, —the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost...  
In the providence of God there is order and organization in His entire universe; and this is true in His personal 

dwelling plate, which, for con'venience, we will designate heaven.  

 

Adoration and loving homage are due from creatures that receive life from a bountiful Creator; hence we find 

many expressions of gratitude and joy on the part of the heavenly host. The heavenly choir sang songs of 

adoration and praise when this earth came into existence. "Whefeupon are the foundations thereof [the earth] 

fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 

shouted for joy?" Job 38:6, 7. Lucifer was the name of one of these cherubim, and his name means "son of the 

morning," or "day star." He was the chief cherub, for he was given a place as covering cherub. "I [God] have set 

thee so." Ezekiel 28: 14. To him was granted that he should have the highest place accorded to any created being. 

No one in the heavenly host was his superior except the Persons of inherent power and life, the Ones who 

compose the Godhead,— God the Father, Christ the Son, and the Comforter, the Holy Spirit... 
 

So we see here that the Holy Spirit is mentioned as being one of the three in the Godhead. It could be 

assumed that maybe the writer is indeed showing the Holy Spirit to be an individual being like the Father 

and Son. This makes Lucifer 4
th

 in superiority in the hierarchy of positions. 
 

Next, we see the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Godhead, though the writer does use “it” whe 

nspeaking of the Spirit. Which was sometimes not only by Ellen White but others even though speaking of 

the third person.  

 

Committing the Unpardonable Sin  

H. K. HALLADAY 

Signs of the Times – June 19, 1925 p.13* 
To understand why this sin can not be forgiven, we must notice the duty and work of this Third Person of the 

Godhead... The first work of the Holy Ghost is to convince of sin. This work of convincing of sin has been the work 

of this divine agent since sin first originated: IT SPOKE to Lucifer in the courts of heaven, when he was rebelling 

against God; and his failure to hear that voice finally caused his downfall... In other words, the Holy Ghost is the 

agent of God, through the Word, to tell the individuals whether they' have sinned or not... 
 

As a note, “third person” was lower case in the original Desire of Ages, and edited in the 1940s to be 

capitalized. If he was saying that the Holy Spirit is an individual God being alongside the Father and the 

Son, a mistake was made in saying “It spoke to Lucifer...”. Would you use “it”, if directly mentioning the 

Father or the Son speaking? E.g. It spoke to His(It’s) Son. While mention this, in the article it also states 

that “God spoke to His Son” in reference to Genesis 1:26. During this time the official belief held by the 

Seventh-Day Adventist Church was that God(the Father) had a begotten Son from the days of eternity 

having mysteriously   proceeded and came forth from God Himself. The last sentence from the excerpt is 

interestingly worded also. 
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The Sea of Glass WHERE FINAL VICTORY WILL BE CELEBRATED  
by TAYLOR G. BUNCH  
Signs of the Times – June 25, 1946 p.10* 
Of the mighty Prince Lucifer, when he was the first of the anointed covering cherubs occupying the highest 
position in the government of the universe next to the members of the Godhead...  
In a Signs of the Times – July 2, 1946, article titled "Cherubim and Seraphim”,  Bunch states: 
The position of the four living creatures as related to the throne should help us in identifying them... They are 
therefore closer to the throne than the elders, representing the redeemed beings, and next to "the seven Spirits of 
God," or the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Godhead. They stand and minister in the very presence of God 
and hold official positions in the kingdom next to the members of the Trinity. In fact, they serve where Lucifer and 
his cherubim assistants ministered when he was the first of the covering cherubs. In a previously shared article 
from Bunch in 1950, he stated that Christ alone was in the image of the Father, so though the Spirit in the 
third person of the Godhead, it must not be a person exactly like the Father and Son or a “triplet” of sort 
as some say. And in an 1927 article you will read later he states that Christ was not created but begotten. 
 
Grace or Disgrace? 
FENTON EDWIN FROOM 
Our Times – March 1950 p.6* 
Law is eternal. Long before the advent of our earth, which was made in the beginning, God the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the angels were in heaven. It was there that Lucifer made his bid for supremacy. He, 
the leader of the heavenly choir, coveted the position of Christ and of God.  

 

Something odd here? He names the three but Lucifer only coveted the position of two? Now, it is 
suggested by some that the Holy Spirit as the third being was simply always invisible and unknown... But 
we don’t have that data to confirm, so it doesn’t hold credibility to state as a fact. 
 
The next article seems to place God the Father as the head in terms of hierarchy, while talking about three 
individual Divine beings. But you are going to notice some odd things when the Holy Spirit is mentioned, 
and when not mentioned: 
 
Children’s Lessons for the Week of Prayer 
Prepared by Mrs. Lloyd Hobert 
Review and Herald – October 18, 1956 p.23* 
Lesson – 2, Is Heaven a Real Place? 
Who lives in the New Jerusalem? God the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus the Son. Besides God and Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit there are angels in heaven. In the Bible, John tells us that there are ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands of angels. When we multiply ten thousand by ten thousand we get 100 
million. So we know there are at least 100 million angels in heaven. But John says that there are still thousands of 
thousands more. Heaven must be a beautiful place with all these shining angels there. We are told that in heaven 
God the Father has a throne. [Produce the throne.] The Father sits on the throne. But there is a place beside Him 
for Jesus the Son. The Father gives Him the orders.  
 
We don't know what God looks like. He is too holy and too wonderful to try to represent. So we are going to 
imagine that this is His throne and that He is seated on the throne. [Present doll dressed to represent Jesus.] On 
the Father's right is Jesus, the Son. [See Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 36, 38.] [Place Jesus on the right of the 
throne.] Lucifer was also on the throne. He was the attendant of the throne. [See Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 40.] 
[Place Lucifer on the left of the throne.] We don't know what form the Holy Spirit has, but He is a very decided 
figure and He is there too. 
 
Notice the lack or source for what is said about the Holy Spirit? Continuing on: 
 
...No one had ever disobeyed God's holy law. [Present ten-commandment law.] This law originated with God the 
Father in the capital of the universe, and was given to all the planets to obey. [See The Great Controversy, p. 
497.]... 
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One day the Father turned to the Son and the Holy Spirit on the throne and talked to them about creating a new 
planet. They talked for a long time about making this new planet. They decided to create light on the first day, to 
make the trees and flowers on the third day, and to make all the land animals and man on the sixth day. "But when 
God said to His Son, 'Let us make man in our image,' Satan was jealous."—Early Writings, p. 145. He wanted 
God to talk to him about creating man. But God didn't do this, so Lucifer became very angry. He was so jealous of 
Michael he hated Him. [Move Lucifer to one side.] "Why can't I be in on this?" grumbled Lucifer. "Why doesn't God 
talk with me about making man? I'll start a world of my own," he declared... 
 
Again, when known statements from the Ellen White are shared, the Father and Son are present. But when 
the third being “The Holy Spirit” is mentioned, there are no references? Continuing on: 
 
"If we don't do everything right God will destroy us," Lucifer said. But God is love. He loved the angels, and He 
wanted the angels and the inhabitants of the other planets to love Him and to obey Him because they loved Him. 
God didn't want to destroy Lucifer. All the created beings would obey Him through fear if He did. But Lucifer 
couldn't be permitted to stay in heaven. What should God do? 
 
He decided to call a committee meeting. He invited all the angels of heaven. At the very hour God set, all the holy 
angels from all over heaven came to the Father's throne. The Father and the Son were on the throne. There was a 
bright eternal glory encircling both of them. The angels gathered all about the Father and the Son. God explained 
why Michael was honored above Lucifer. Michael had created Lucifer. He had divine power that Lucifer didn't have. 
God explained everything in such a beautiful way. He revealed His love for Lucifer and all the angels, even those 
who believed Lucifer's lies. And when God was talking, the angels joyfully acknowledged Michael and bowed 
before Him. Lucifer bowed with them, but in his heart was the desire to have Michael's place. Leaving the throne 
of God, Lucifer went again among the angels to spread discontent. He was sly and deceiving. He tried to make it 
appear that he had reverence and respect for God.  
 
God was very patient with Lucifer. He was patient for a long, Long time. We don't know how long, but we do know 
that finally God had to cast him out of heaven. One third of all the angels of heaven believed the lies Lucifer had 
been telling and were cast out with him. [Make several marks on the board; erase every third mark.] How sad the 
Father and the Son and all the good angels of heaven must have felt.  
 
I think most readers would have found the reading in context of the trinity to be a little odd. Next is 
another statement which plainly states something not mention in the Bible nor does Ellen White never 
state while speaking in depth on the controvery in heaven: 
 
Original Sin  
John S. Maas  
Northern Pacific Union Gleaner – January 15, 1990 p.2* 
...The original sin in Heaven was bottom lined by Lucifer wanting to be a member of the Trinity or better yet he 
wanted creational capability. . . . As I see it today, humanity with procreational capability is a test to the outcome of 
allowing creational capability outside of the Godhead. The issue of Lucifer wanting to be god found its vehicle and 
popularity among intelligences of the universe and especially for angels in his improving the Law of God for the 
angels. . . . Creational capability, the bottom line of Lucifer's craving in Heaven, became a test issue rocking every 
generation since Eden. Satan's push is still popularity by using the vehicle of improving on the Law of God. . . .  
 
There is a lack on information on the Holy Spirit being involved in the controversy in heaven. What may or 
may not be interesting is that we are told of what we know as “the work of the Spirit” being done during 
that time. The Spirit is to “guide you into truth” John 16:13, “reprove sin” John 16:8 etc... so the Spirit 
teaches, convicts us of sin, pointing us to truth and more. With these things in mind, read the following: 

                                                                           
In heavenly council the ANGELS PLEADED with Lucifer. THE SON OF GOD PRESENTED before him the 

greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God 

Himself had established the order of heaven; and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker and bring 

ruin upon himself. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer 

allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail, and became the more determined. {PP 35.3}  
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ANGELS that were loyal and true SOUGHT TO RECONCILE this first great rebel to the will of his Creator... with 

forcible reasons SOUGHT TO CONVINCE Satan... {ST January 9, 1879, Art. B, par. 4} 
 

Still the loyal ANGELS URGED him and his sympathizers to submit to God... {PP 40.2}  
 

God, in His great mercy, bore long with Lucifer. He was not immediately degraded from his exalted station when 

he first indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even when he began to present his false claims before the loyal 

angels. Long was he retained in heaven. Again and again he was offered pardon, on condition of repentance and 

submission. Such efforts as only infinite love and wisdom could devise, were made to convince him of his error. 

The spirit of discontent had never before been known in heaven. Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he was 

drifting; he did not understand the real nature of his feelings. But as his dissatisfaction was proved to be without 

cause, Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong, that the divine claims were just, and that he ought to 

acknowledge them as such before all heaven. Had he done this, he might have saved himself and many angels. 

He had not at this time fully cast off his allegiance to God. Though he had forsaken his position as covering 

cherub, yet if he had been willing to return to God, acknowledging the Creator's wisdom, and satisfied to fill the 

place appointed him in God's great plan, he would have been reinstated in his office. But pride forbade him to 

submit. He persistently defended his own course, maintained that he had no need of repentance, and fully 

committed himself, in the great controversy, against his Maker." -"The Great Controversy," pp. 495, 496  

 

So what is revealed to us is that what we know of as the work of the Holy Spirit was indeed in action 

working Lucifer’s(and those angels following him) mind to show him the way, teach him the truth, convict 

and convince him of his wrongdoing. But do to His rejection, it is clear that the unforgivable sin of 

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit(Matthew 12:31-32) had come into play in the case of Lucifer and the 

other fallen angels.  

 

For clarification purposes, it should be known that by sharing these statements, it is not being said that 

the angels are the Holy Spirit in anyway. But it is interesting to take note that while it hasn’t been shown 

that Ellen White mentions the Holy Spirit as a third individual divine person, she does perhaps identify 

“indirectly” the work of the Spirit upon Lucifer. The one and only statement from Ellen White seemingly 

comes close to mentioning the Holy Spirit along with the Father and Son in a pre-incarnation setting is 

this: 
 

It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded upon the principle of restoring in the fallen race the divine image by a 

constant manifestation of benevolence. This work began in the heavenly courts. There God decided to give 

human beings an unmistakable evidence of the love with which He regarded them. He “so loved the world that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” [John 

3:16.] {Lt12-1901.9} 

 

This reveals that God, who is the Father, sent His only begotten Son. Continuing on: 
 

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, gave THEMSELVES 
to the working out of the plan of redemption. In order to fully carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth of this love? {Lt12-
1901.10} 

 
Does this mean that three individual God beings had counsel and planned the plan of salvation and 
redemption? Is this the concrete proof? Are there other statements elsewhere that state differently. Let’s 
just look a few statements now(we’ll look at more later on) and yourself if this statement can be used 
conclusively to prove three God beings in the councils. 
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The Father and Son in consultation decided that Christ must come to the world as a babe, and live the life that 
human beings must live from childhood to manhood, bearing the trials that they must bear, and at the same time 
living a sinless life, that men might see in Him an example of what they can become, and that He might know by 
experience how to help them in their struggles with sin. He was tried as man is tried, tempted as man is tempted. 
The life that He lived in this world, men can live, through His power and under His instruction. {ST May 17, 1905, 
par. 5}  
 
Even the angels were not permitted to share the counsels between the Father and the Son when the plan of 
salvation was laid. And human beings are not to intrude into the secrets of the Most High. We are as ignorant of 
God as little children; but, as little children, we may love and obey Him. Instead of speculating in regard to His 
nature or His prerogatives, let us give heed to the words He has spoken: {MH 429.4}  
 
The plan of redemption was arranged in the counsels between the Father and the Son. Then Christ pledged 
himself to render an account for man if he proved disloyal. He pledged himself to make an atonement which would 
unite every believing soul to God. He who lays his sins upon the substitute and surety, thus becoming a partaker 
of the divine nature, can unite with the apostle in saying: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.” “That in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” …{RH May 28, 1908, par. 12}  
 
These other statements were made after the other one. Perhaps we should analyze the statement? Maybe, 
because that statement is meant to say that three individual divine beings met in the counsels and then 
we have a contradiction. Keep in mind that it says “working out” not “planning, arranging etc.” which 
could possibly help us with this possible contradiction otherwise. Afterall, you can make plans on your 
own, yet I can help work out those plans. We’ll cover more statements on the counsels later. 
 
So what about all the statements where Ellen White includes the three together? 
 

There are three living persons of the heavenly trio. In the name of these three powers,—the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Ghost, those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and these powers will cooperate with the 

obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live the new life in Christ. {BTS March 1, 1906, par. 2}  
 

Have you thought of what this means to us;—that in this prayer is included every son and daughter of Adam, who 

will believe in Christ as a personal Saviour, and take the requisite steps in repentance, conversion, faith, and 

baptism? We are baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost, and these three great, infinite 

powers are unitedly pledged to work in our behalf if we will co-operate with them. We are buried with Christ in 

baptism as an emblem of his death. We are raised from the water as an emblem of his resurrection. We are to live 

as new-born souls, that we may be raised at the last great day. You are to live in newness of life; for you are dead, 

and your life is hid with Christ in God. “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” This is where you are to place your treasure. {GCB April 4, 1901, Art. A, 

par. 16}  
 

Baptism is a most solemn ceremony. When men and women, truly converted, are baptized in the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, these three representatives of heavenly authority behold the scene and accept the 

vows made by human agents to walk henceforth in newness of life. In taking the baptismal vows, you have united 

with the highest powers in the heavenly courts, to live a life patterned after the life of Christ. I praise the Lord with 

my whole soul that you have taken this step. {Lt174-1909.3}  
 

You have pledged the gospel standard yourself before the three highest authorities in the heavenly courts at your 

baptism, that whatever shall interfere with your spiritual and eternal interest you will be dead to its plausibility. The 

Bible and the Bible alone is our great reformer to make good our baptismal vows. No substitute or reasoning can 

evade this pledge. You are to come out and be separate, and not to act in harmony with lawyers’ schemes, but to  
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stand for truth and righteousness. Whatever is inconsistent in the action of the righteousness of Christ in any case 

is not in accordance with the baptismal vows. Those who ignore and disregard the teachings of God’s Word and 

its supreme authority violate their baptismal vows and the teachings of the Word to save a lost world; for it never 

can be done in harmony with truth and righteousness and the reformatory power promised by the Father and Son 

and Holy Spirit, while men are voluntarily linking themselves with the agents and ministers of unrighteousness. 

{Lt367-1905.10}  
 

The baptismal service was conducted with great calmness and solemnity. The hymns chosen for the occasion 

were well selected. Elder Simpson’s face was shining, and the countenances of the whole company reflected the 

light of cheerful obedience. On profession of faith, the willing candidates were baptized in the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the three heavenly authorities who pledge themselves to help in times of necessity 

those who take part in this ordinance. Henceforth the candidates must show themselves dead to the world and 

alive unto God. “Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” [Colossians 3:3.] They are to seek God for 

the new life in Christ. {Lt396-1906.6}  

 

“All power” are the words used to show the authority of Jesus Christ. “Is given unto me,” as Mediator between God 

and man. “Teach all nations,” for the purpose of persuading them to become My disciples. “Baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”—the three great personal powers, the authorities of 

heaven. “And, lo, I am with you,” in the work—to guide you, to comfort you, to sanctify and sustain you in this 

aggressive warfare; to render you successful in bringing many souls to acknowledge the truth, confessing their 

sins.{Lt205-1901.8}  
 

Our sanctification is the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is the fulfilment of the covenant that 

God has made with those who bind themselves up with Him, to stand with Him, with His Son, and with His Spirit in 

holy fellowship. Have you been born again? Have you become a new being in Christ Jesus? Then co-operate with 

the three great powers of heaven who are working in your behalf. Doing this you will reveal to the world the 

principles of righteousness. {ST June 19, 1901, par. 4}  

 

Those who have by baptism given to God a pledge of their faith in Christ, and their death to the old life of sin, have 

entered into covenant relation with God. The three powers of the Godhead, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are 

pledged to be their strength and their efficiency in their new life in Christ Jesus. {AUCR October 7, 1907, par. 9}  
 

At the time of our baptism, we pledged ourselves in the presence of the three most powerful agencies of heaven—
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost—that we would henceforth walk in newness of life. At the same time, all 

Heaven pledged itself to endow us with the power of the Holy Spirit. The fulfilment of our pledge is represented in 

the third chapter of Colossians: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, 

and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

Him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth.” [Verses 1-5.] Read the entire chapter. In 

striving to win in the Christian conflict, we are not to try to overcome in our own strength, but in the strength of 

these mighty Powers that have promised to lead and guide us onward to victory. {Lt160-1903.3}  

 

As a Christian submits to the solemn rite of baptism, the three highest powers in the universe—the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit—place their approval on his act, pledging themselves to exert their power in his behalf as 

he strives to honor God. He is buried in the likeness of Christ’s death, and is raised in the likeness of His 

resurrection. He went down into the grave, but He rose from the dead, proclaiming over the rent sepulcher, “I am 

the resurrection and the life.” [John 11:25.] {Lt53-1904.19}  
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The three great powers of heaven pledge themselves to furnish to the Christian all the assistance he requires. The 

Spirit changes the heart of stone to the heart of flesh. And by partaking of the Word of God, eating the flesh and  
drinking the blood of His Son, Christians obtain an experience that is after the divine similitude. When Christ 

abides in the heart by faith, the Christian is the temple of God. Christ does not abide in the heart of the sinner, but 

hearts that are susceptible to the influences of heaven’s instrumentalities, and have been sanctified by obedience 

to the truth, are representatives of His righteousness. {Lt53-1904.20}  
 

Intriguing statements right?   
 

There are some puzzling things that are really worth noting. From the beginning of her ministry and even 

into the last few years of her life, while making the majority of the "three" statements, she states multiple 

times that:  
 

1) Lucifer was next to the Son of God, and Christ the Son of God was next to God the Father. Post fall on 

Lucifer she states the Gabriel is next to the Son of God. 
2) Even into last decade of her life, while making the majority of the "three" statements, she still seemed 
to place Lucifer as next to the Son, and the Son next to the Father. This can be seen when  speaking on 
the controversy in heaven. 
3) Lucifer was second in power, glory and majesty to Christ.  
4) Lucifer was the most exalted being in heaven after the Father and the Son. 
5) The only being allowed into the counsils with the Father, was His only-begotten Son. The planning was 
between the two. The Son was the only being equal to the Father. 
6) You’ll notice that none of these “three” statements are in reference to events looking back at the 
controversy and events pre-fall of Lucifer. Majority in context, are in reference with baptism. 
 
What do we make of these statements? I will leave that for the reader to think about. When considering 
what is revealed around the controversy in heaven, is it possible that we need to re-think many things 
from all the inspired data? One thing is clear, we should avoid speculation on the Holy Spirit as a third 
divine being’s position in the controversy in heaven.  
 
I know that the purpose of this document is not to deeply get into a theological debate, only to show what 
was believed. But I feel a little bit of historical information for perspective is important here. So allow me 
to veer off just briefly to share a few quotes that are important to the personality of the Holy Spirit within 
Seventh-day Adventism: 

"There is one question, which has been much controverted in the theological world upon which we have never 
presumed to enter. It is that of the personality of the Spirit of God. Prevailing ideas of person are very diverse, 
often crude, and the word is differently understood; so that unity of opinion on this point cannot be expected until 
all shall be able to define precisely what they mean by the word, or until all shall agree upon one particular sense 
in which the word shall be used. But as this agreement does not exist, it seems that a discussion of the subject 
cannot be profitable, especially as it is not a question of direct revelation. We have a right to be positive in our faith 
and our statements only when the words of Scripture are so direct as to bring the subject within the range of 
positive proof. We are not only willing but anxious to leave it just where the word of God leaves it. From it we learn 
that the Spirit of God is that awful and mysterious power which proceeds from the throne of the universe, and 
which is the efficient actor of the work of creation and of redemption." (J. H. Waggoner, The Spirit of God: It's 
Offices and Manifestations, to the End of the Christian Age, 1877, p. 8-9)  
 
“The conclusion drawn at that time [the time of the pioneers] was that the Holy Spirit was not a person IN THE 
SENSE that God and Christ are persons, if so, the same difficulty would be encountered with the Holy Spirit being 
everywhere present as is held by the Trinitarians concerning God and Christ as persons being everywhere 
present, and if it should be so conceded Christ would be the son of the Holy Spirit, rather tha[n] of God as the 
Bible declares him to be.” {Letter of H. W. Cottrell to LeRoy Froom, September 16, 1931}  
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In a letter dated from H. W. CARR to Willie White on Jan. 24 1935, we read: 

...IT IS URGED BY SOME OF OUR LEADERS NOW THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A THIRD PERSON OF THE 

SAME NATURE OF THE FATHER AND SON, a member of the heavenly trio, cooperative in creation and 

personally active with the Father and son. FOR MANY YEARS I HAVE USED THESE STATEMENTS OF (sic) SR. 

WHITE in COMBATING FALSE TEACHINGS RELATIVE TO DEFINING THE HOLY SPIRIT... 

 

Willie White wrote back on April 30th 1935 saying: 
...The statements and the arguments of some of our ministers in their effort to prove that the HOLY SPIRIT WAS 

AN INDIVIDUAL AS ARE GOD, THE FATHER AND CHRIST, THE ETERNAL SON, have perplexed me and 

sometimes they have made me sad. One popular teacher said “we may regard Him, (the Holy Spirit) as the fellow 

who is down here running things.” 
 

My perplexities were lessened a little when I learned from the dictionary that ONE OF THE MEANINGS OF 

PERSONALITY, WAS CHARACTERISTICS. It is stated in such a way that I concluded that there might be 

PERSONALITY WITHOUT BODILY FORM WHICH IS POSSESSED BY THE FATHER AND THE SON. 
 

There are many Scriptures which speak of the Father and the Son and the absence of Scripture making similar 

reference to the united work of the Father and the Holy Spirit or of Christ and the Holy Spirit, has led me to believe 

that THE SPIRIT WITHOUT INDIVIDUALITY WAS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FATHER AND THE SON 

throughout the universe, and it was THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT that they dwell in our hearts and make us one 

with the Father and with the Son… 

 

We see the issue was less about is the Holy Spirit being a person(and some directly spoke against this), 

but it was how the “person” of the Holy Spirit was to be understood. I believe this was one of the reasons 

Adventists seemed slow to apply personality to the Holy Spirit. Their problem was with making the Holy 

Spirit like the “express image” if you will, of the Father and Son. Being of the same exact nature in all 

things like the Father and Son. And instead, they were more focused on the operational work of the Holy 

Spirit. This can be seen in the Fundamental Principles first printed in 1872: 

 

XVI – That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the church through certain gifts, enumerated 

especially in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4; that these gifts are not designed to supersede, or take the place of, the Bible, 

which is sufficient to make us wise unto salvation, any more than the Bible can take the place of the Holy Spirit; 

that in specifying the various channels of its operation, that Spirit has simply made provision for its own existence 

and presence with the people of God to the end of time, to lead to an understanding of that word which it had 

inspired, to convince of sin, and work a transformation in the heart and life; and that those who deny to the Spirit 

its place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible which assigns to it this work and position.  
 
The answer in the following Q & A profound, showing the state of beliefs on the Holy Spirit within 
Adventism. We can perhaps still see some remnants of what J. H. Waggoner stated above. Taken from a 
Signs of the Times – May 22, 1907 we read: 
 
2089.—The Holy Spirit.  
Do Seventh-day Adventists believe that the Holy Ghost is the third person in the Godhead, and is therefore God, 
as the Methodists believe, or do they believe that the Holy Spirit is only an essence or attribute? Which does the 
main body believe? S.  
It is impossible for us to define the belief of the Seventh-day Adventists in regard to the Spirit of God. Without 
question they believe the Holy Spirit to be the third person of the Godhead, but as to just how that person is to be  
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understood is a question we can not answer for the body. There has been no definite, formulated belief regarding 
the Spirit. In broad terms Seventh-day Adventists believe the Bible and what the Bible says of the Spirit of God. 
Wisely they have not attempted to define just exactly what that great, infinite Power is. The great anxiety of 
Christians ought to be to be possessed of the life-power of God thru the Spirit.  
 

In another Q and A in a Signs of the Times – November 24, 1914, the opening line of the reply perhaps 
most fittingly reads: “The personality of the Holy Spirit will probably be a matter of discussion always...” 
 

Indeed, this is true. And as Seventh-day Adventists our great anxiety ought to be to be possessed of the 
life-giving power of God thu the Spirit. We could just keep it simple in general belief and say: The Holy 
Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, the agency by which they are omnipresent, the creative life 
power through which the they made all things, the agency through which they comfort us, reprove of sin, 
and dwell in us through their word. Ministered directly, through the holy angels, though God’s people, and 
other unknown ways.  
 

J. H. Waggoner shared this in an Signs of the Times article “REASONS FOR THREE IMMERSIONS” dated 
Jan. 27, 1881: Bingham speaks of the vague views held by some in the following significant terms:— "There were 
some very early that turned the doctrine of the Trinity into Tritheism, and, instead of three divine persons under the 
economy of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, brought in three collateral, co-ordinate, and self-originated beings, 
making them three absolute and independent principles, without any relation of Father or Son, which is the most 
proper notion of three gods. And having made this change in the doctrine of the Trinity, they made another change 
answerable to it in the form of baptism."—Antiquities, book 11, chap. 3, § 4.  
 

This is article what SDA’s for the most part are teaching today, but of course because they are one in 
purpose, nature etc… they are considered to be One God. But we’ll leave it at that. Okay now, let’s get 
back to the topic at hand, discussing some concluding thoughts on the controversy in heaven. 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion – The Importance of Understanding the Relationships 
 
Sabbath School - III— The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan  
Youth’s Instructor - April 10, 1902 p.6* 
Now God's light is our life (John I:4) ; and therefore, in reality, LUCIFER WAS DEMANDING to be a source of 
life,—he was really trying to get life-giving power, that power which can create. This creative power GOD HAD 
GIVEN to his only begotten Son (John 1:3), and it made Satan jealous... 
 
...The great controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the very world, on the very same field, that Satan 
claimed as his. In heaven it was the question of God's rightful place as honored by his Son; here, it is the question 
of God's rightful place as honored by man. As Son of God in heaven, Christ first conquered Satan; and then, in 
behalf of man, he conquered him as Son of man on earth. This is the gospel of the kingdom,— the gospel 
message in Revelation 14... Satan is only a CREATURE. He was created by God. Therefore, he could not himself 
create other things. This power belongs to GOD AND HIS SON... 
 

"It Is Finished"  
BY C. A. BURMAN  
Review and Herald – December 31, 1936 p.4* 
...They loved GOD THE FATHER AND THE SON supremely, and all created beings as themselves.. But there 
came a change in the heavenly family. One who stood at the head of the angelic host, leader of the celestial choir, 
became dissatisfied. He took his eyes off the FATHER AND THE SON, and began to admire his own beauty. This 
soon led to an exaltation of himself and a jealousy of those above him... That one to whom they had looked for 
guidance should question the wisdom of THE FATHER AND THE SON, was a mystery.  
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To make the matter clear, "the King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in their 
presence He might set forth the true position of His Son, and show the relation He sustained to all created 
beings." "Patriarchs and Prophets," p.36. As all present joined in praise to God and the Son, Lucifer bowed in 
acknowledgment for a time, but soon he again allowed the spirit of discontent to control, and he went forth to 
diffuse this spirit among the angels.  

 
When Lucifer had once made his decision that he would no longer acknowledge the authority of THE SON, there 
was NO MORE that the Father could do to stay his course... ONLY to God and the Son was it clear what would be 
the end of the strange course chosen by Lucifer, and his sympathizers... Since the question raised by Lucifer was 
a new and mysterious one, involving the character of BOTH the Father and the Son, and since THEY WERE THE 
ONLY ONES who understood the magnitude and consequence of this unusual reasoning, Lucifer must be given 
sufficient time to demonstrate his theory, and the inhabitants of the universe must be permitted to see the outcome 
and to decide for themselves... 
 
Ellen White makes it known that the controversy in heaven serves as a lesson and warning for us: 
 
These same satanic agencies were at work where Abraham’s father’s family lived, and idolatry was brought in 
through FALSE CONCEPTIONS OF GOD. The same tempter, WHO DECEIVED EVEN THE HOLY ANGELS IN 
THE HEAVENLY COURTS, is working in churches today with his powerful, deceiving, seducing temptations. 
Satan is working upon minds to unsettle the faith in regard to the verity of truth for this time, and many are being 
misled. {Ms184-1903.9} 
 
The enemy is frequently working your mind. He has endeavored to implant in your mind the same desires that he 
cherished when in the heavenly courts he occupied the position of covering cherub. Christ is the express image of 
His Father’s person, and the angels could see in the Son a perfect representation of God. Lucifer coveted the 
honor and glory given to Christ. He became so self-exalted that he supposed that he could do anything he desired 
to do because of his high position as covering cherub, and he tried to obtain for himself the position given to Christ. 
But Lucifer fell. He was cast out of heaven; and now he works on human minds, tempting them to follow in his 
footsteps. He strives to fill minds with feelings of self-exaltation and to lead them to dishonor God by turning from 
their allegiance to the truth and inventing many things not after God’s order. {Lt55-1903.15}  
 
Shall Christ be compelled to bear continually the shameful infirmities of His people because they accept the 
FALSE SENTIMENTS PROCEEDING FROM THE FIRST TRAITOR IN THE HEAVENLY COURTS? If the angels 
were deceived by Lucifer’s ingenious methods of MISREPRESENTING GOD, if Adam and Eve were deceived by 
his declaration that God was withholding from them the higher education that would make them as gods, is there 
not danger that men today will be deceived? Please read the first chapter of Patriarchs and Prophets and see if 
the precious truths contained in this book are not given by the Lord to protect His people from deceptions that are 
urged upon them just now. I tell you in the name of the Lord God of Israel, that Satan is presenting his sophistries 
to ministers and medical workers, and if our people listen to these sophistries, they will become impregnated with 
the same false idea of a popular religion that will cause them to develop into gods, and there will be no place in 
their lives for GOD OR FOR CHRIST. {Lt276-1904.4} 

Truths of the Matter Illustrated – Number 3. The Origin of Sin 
John N. Quinn  
Youth’s Instructor – July 21, 1908 p.5* 
...The Creator, in infinite wisdom, in the eternal ages of the past, PLACED his only begotten Son at his right hand, 
declaring his EQUALITY with the Father. All created intelligences were to recognize THIS RELATIONSHIP, and 
honor one as they did the other. Harmony prevailed in the universe, until Lucifer, the anointed cherub, REFUSED 
THE SON the honor which the Father had BESTOWED on him. One third of the angels united with him, refusing 
to recognize the right of the FATHER AND THE SON. Disaster to Lucifer and his sympathizers was the result, and 
from that time to the present, the struggle has been over that great fundamental truth, the recognition of right, 
human and divine. When the Son was made flesh and tabernacled with us, had he announced himself as a 
prophet, little difficulty would have resulted, but when he demonstrated that he was the SON OF GOD with power, 
GOD’S EQUAL, how quickly came the cry, "He has a devil." And why? Because they who made the awful charge 
were of their father the devil, WHO IN THE BEGINNING had refused to grant to Jesus HIS RIGHT TO SONSHIP 
and EQUALITY with the Father. THE CONTROVERSY STILL RAGES OVER THE SAME GREAT TRUTH.  
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Need more be said? This topic is very important. Or else the Lord would not have inspired Ellen White to 
write so much on this topic. It’s time to read: “Spirit of Prophecy Vol 1” and “Spiritual Gifts Vol 1 and 3”, 
the chapter “Origin of Evil” in “The Great Controversy”, Read the first chapter of “Patriarchs and 
Prophets”. Read what these books have to says on the controversy in heaven. They will open your eyes 
to deeper understand of when you read Bible texts such as: Ezekiel 28:13-19, Isaiah 14:12-15, Revelation 
12:7-9, Luke 10:18, 2 Peter 2:4, John 8:44, Matthew 4:1-11 etc... 
 
See if you could answer the following great questions from all that has been covered regarding the 
controversy which Lucifer started in heaven.  
 
"Whence Came Satan?" Did God Create the Devil?" 

Herbert M. Kelley  
The Canadian Watchman - October 1, 1933 p.6* 
“The real question involved in this controversy is that of the SONSHIP OF CHRIST. IS HE GOD'S ONLY 

BEGOTTEN SON? The answer to this question is the answer to every other spiritual and moral question that can 

possibly arise. The question was FIRST RAISED BY LUCIFER, the first of all the angels. The question involves 

principles that are eternal and strikes at the root of a fundamental law of heaven. 

 

A Look Inward.  
JOHN QUINN 
Present Truth - January 15, 1914 p.35* 
Self-conciousness was responsible for the fall of Lucifer, the prime minister of heaven. When his thoughts became 
selfcentred, and he was conscious of his marvelous beauty, of his exalted position as God's light-bearer, of his 
possession of all the wisdom it was possible for God to impart to a CREATED mind, pride sprang into being in his 
heart—pride of personal appearance, pride of position, pride of power, pride of intellect. Surely he could fill a more 
exalted position than prime minister of the universe! Why should not he be on a plane equal to that of GOD’S 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, the Crown Prince of Glory? Why could not he BE CALLED GOD, and reign conjointly 
with the Deity? 

 
With what has been shared through cited Biblical evidence in the statements, Ellen White, and how 

Adventists historically have viewed and interpreted these evidences... What are your answers? 
 

Here is the answer in case it needs to be said again: Lucifer was a Son “...by creation, as were the (other) 
angels... but (Michael/Christ was) a Son begotten in the express image of the Father’s person, and in all 
the brightness of his majesty and glory, one equal with God in authority, dignity, and divine perfection. In 
him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. {ST May 30, 1895, par. 3} Lucifer became jealous of this, 
and in vanity saw that his “...beauty was so highly exalted that he thought he should be as God, and 
Christ must be second to him; but the Lord(God the Father) informed Satan this could not be possible. 
Christ was His only begotten Son...{Lt157-1910.7} 
 
See this beautiful thought here, on the loyal angels and those angels taking Lucifer’s side: 
 
MAN'S NOBLE SERVANTS.  
By Unknown 
Present Truth - January 15, 1902 p.37* 
1. "To which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool?" 
Yet the angels are not jealous because the Son, even as "the Son of man," is exalted above them. THEY 
RECOGNISE HIS AUTHORITY OVER THEM, BECASUE HE HAS AUTHORITY. They see, what all can see, 
whose eyes are not blinded by selfishness and pride, that Jesus belongs where He is, and they have no desire to 
change the natural order of things, and produce confusion.  
 
What marvellous humility and loyalty to righteousness is that of the angels! What a wonderful test they have 
endured! LUCIFER, now Satan, SAW CHRIST "in the form of God," AND ASPIRED TO BE ABOVE HIM; the 
LOYAL ANGELS SEE HIM in "the form of a Servant," AND DELIGHT TO SERVE HIM... 
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Here Ellen White reveals again who Lucifer was warring against in the heavenly counsils: 
 
The heavenly council before which LUCIFER HAD ACCUSED GOD AND HIS SON, the representatives of those 
sinless realms over which Satan had thought to establish his dominion,—all are there to welcome the Redeemer. 
They are eager to celebrate His triumph and to glorify their King. {DA 834.1}  
 
And when looking back to the beginning of the controversy to the end, we see that the relationships of 
those in the forefront of the controversy have been revealed: 
 
Then the heavenly worlds and heaven itself were amazed at the forbearance that God had so long shown Satan. 
God’s government was secure. His law was proved faultless. THE FATHER, THE SON, AND LUCIFER were 
revealed in their real relation to each other. {Ms1-1902.18} 

 
Ezekiel Daniells talks about The TWO ROADS - By H. A. Lukens 
THE CANADIAN WATCHMAN – December 1934 p.15* 
Indeed, by piecing it all together one can read it in the Bible very plainly. Let me explain it to you. The great king is 
GOD, Christ is HIS SON and LUCIFER, the most beautiful angel of heaven who afterward became Satan, is the 
enemy.  
 
The true relationship between the Father and the Son shines forth. May the Holy Spirit allow “old” light to 
come as “new” light on this subject for those who don’t already know.. We are always encouraged to 
advance in truth. But new truth does not contradict the “old”.  God’s word and the Spirit of Prophecy via 
Ellen White are clear on what we need to know. God is the Father of Christ, and Christ is the Son of God. 
 
As far as our finite minds can go back Christ is there with the Father. We cannot locate His beginning, His 
existence is from the days of eternity, from everlasting, before all things. But we can see from the inspired 
evidence t He was brought forth, begotten of the Father, this we cannot explain. He was thus equal with 
the God and Father of all to come, sharing the same nature as His Father. God’s only-begotten Son would 
be the one by whom all things would be accomplished. Lucifer as an angel was a son by creation. High 
ranking in the government of God next to His Son, became jealous of the relationship Christ had with the 
Father, he sought to enter their counsels, to have the same power as a creator and be worshipped. Envy 
filled His heart and by attempting to reverse a foundamental princple of worshiping the Creator and not 
the creature, he fooled himself which led to all out war on God’s laws. God made Lucifer aware as to why 
only His begotten Son could be as Himself, yet he still blamed the Father for not giving him a higher place. 
Loyal angels along with the Son of God pleaded with Lucifer and those whom he deceived.  This war 
continued in heaven until he and those angels following him, were casted out., and continues today. 
 
God the Father’s biggest want, is for all the universe to recognize His only begotten Son above all, to 
honor His Son as His creatures honors Himself. Should we question His divine Sonship as Lucifer and the 
fallen angels did in heaven? As Seventh-Day Adventists, we need to return to this truth that has been lost 
over time. By properly recognizing Christ as the only begotten Son of God from the days of eternity, we 
fully recognize His Deity and divinity through His inheritance as the only begotten Son.   
 
There can be no doubt, that it can be concluded that: A correct understanding of the nature of Christ in 
His pre-existent, pre-incarnate state in RELATION to the Father and to the angels IS essential in gaining a 
COMPLETE understanding on the controversy in heaven.  
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Various Questions and Answers plus Quotations 

 
Did Ellen White change views on the controversy in heaven regarding the relationship between the Father 
and Son? From begotten to unbegotten? 
 
There is a need to address a claim that Ellen White changed or advanced positions on how she viewed the 
Son of God when relating to the Controversy. The following two articles are from right after the modern day 
trinitarian doctrine adopted by the SDA Church in 1980. So let’s give a quick analysis: 
 
The theology of Ellen White: The great controversy story  
By ALDEN THOMPSON  
Review and Herald – December 31, 1981 
4. Eternal nature of Christ. Both Spiritual Gifts and The Spirit of Prophecy reflect the tendency of some early 
Adventists to see Christ as a created being who was exalted to equality with the Father.' But in Patriarchs and 
Prophets the statement of Christ's eternal relationship with the Father is clear and unmistakable. The earlier 
accounts describe Satan's animosity as the result of Christ's exaltation (cf. Spiritual Gifts, Vol. I, p. 18; The Spirit of 
Prophecy, Vol. I, pp. 17, 18). But Patriarchs and Prophets reverses the cause-effect sequence, stating that it was 
only as a result of Lucifer's claim to equality with Christ that a statement of Christ's authority had become 
necessary. There had been "no change in the position of authority of Christ"; "this had been the same from the 
beginning. "—Page 38. 
 
"God still thunders"  
By ALDEN THOMPSON  
Review and Herald – July 1, 1982 
In the successive tellings of the story of Lucifer's fall (Spiritual Gifts, vol. 1,1858; The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1, 1870; 
The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4, 1884; The Great Controversy, 1888), the chapter entitled "The Origin of Evil" in the 
1888 edition of The Great Controversy is the first to describe the "law of love." 2 A distinction must be made between 
being equal with God and being eternally divine, since it is possible to view Christ as having been exalted at a 
particular point in time to a position of equality with God. The quotation I have in mind when I give the 1890 date is 
the one cited in part 5 of the REVIEW series: "There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. . . . 
This had been the same from the beginning ."—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 38. This statement is still not as explicit 
as some that appeared later in the 1890s and 1900s. In 1897, for example, Ellen White spoke of "the eternal, self-
existent Son" (MS 101, cited in Evangelism, p. 615). In Spiritual Gifts, vol. 1 (1858), no mention is made of Christ's 
being equal with God. The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1 (1870), speaks of the Father's "exalting His Son Jesus, and 
endowing Him with . . . unlimited power and command" (p.19). That exaltation in point of time results in Christ being 
"equal" with the Father (p. 17).  
 

1) ...Christ as a created being was exalted to equality with the Father 
       A - The fact that he admits that Ellen White was going with the pioneer Adventist position that Christ 
was begotten is telling. Albeit he wrongly accuses “Begotten” to be “creation”. As W. H. Littlejohn stated in 
a question and answer in the Review and Herald on April 17, 1883: “You are mistaken in supposing that S. D. 
Adventists teach that Christ was ever created. They believe, on the contrary, that he was “begotten” of the Father, 
and that he can properly be called God and worshiped as such...”   
 
      B - Thompson obscuring what was taught by making it seem like when they were teaching that Christ 
was “begotten of the Father”(in his mind created), and was at some point later exalted by the Father to be 
equal with Himself. What Thompson here is actually asserting here is something that E. J. Waggoner 
addresses in the book “Christ and His Righteousness” which is based on the notes from his 1888 messages. 
“Before passing to some of the practical lessons that are to be learned from these truths, we must dwell for a few 
moments upon an opinion that is honestly held by many who would not for any consideration willingly dishonor Christ, 
but who, through that opinion, do actually deny His Divinity. It is the idea that Christ is a created being, who, through 
the good pleasure of God, was elevated to His present lofty position. No one who holds this view can possibly have 
any just conception of the exalted position which Christ really occupies.”   
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2) "There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. . . . This had been the same from the 
beginning." Thompson is using this statement from Patriarchs and Prophets to imply that Ellen White is 
erasing the thought from “The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1 (1870), speaks of the Father's "exalting His Son Jesus, 
and endowing Him with . . . unlimited power and command" (p.19)” But does this hold wieght? Was she 
disowning the thought that Father gave His Son anything in eternity past, in His pre-incarnate state? 
Afterall, if Christ was an independent God being in His own right, without relation and yet equal to the 
Father, why would He? 

 

    A – As you read the first chapter of P&P, first you will recognize that she identifies the Son as the one 
who was: 1. the co-worker with the Father 2. the only begotten of the Father 3. the only being could enter 
into all the counsils and purposes of the Father. 4. Proverbs 8:22-30 5. Express image of His Father’s 
person 6. places Lucifer as the most honored of the Father next to Christ. Ellen White then state the 
following which is a direct connection with what was earlier said in the Spirit of Prophecy years before: 
The Lucifer was, “...coveting the glory with which the infinite Father had INVESTED His Son, this prince of angels 
aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone. {PP 35.2} The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with 
the Father was represented as an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also entitled to reverence and 
honor... {PP 37.1} Remember, Thompson is claim that in P&P she shifts from the old view.  

 
On top of this, later on in her life on this same topic she wrote:  
1. Lucifer coveted the HONOR AND GLORY GIVEN TO CHRIST... he tried to obtain for himself the POSITION 
GIVEN TO CHRIST... {Lt55-1903.15}  
2. Before the fall of Lucifer, he aspired for the SUPREMECY THAT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO CHRIST, WHO WAS 
ONE WITH THE FATHER in the government of heaven... Those who had opposed THE WILL OF GOD 
IN APPOINTING CHRIST AS THE CHEIF RULER were cast out of the heavenly courts, and since that time they 
have been warring against the Most High. {Lt24-1910.4} 
3. Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts NEXT TO Jesus Christ, BUT CHRIST WAS ONE 
WITH GOD, ASSIMILATED TO THE IMAGE OF GOD TO DO THE WILL OF GOD... {Ms90-1910.4} 
4. And coveting the honor which the infinite Father had BESTOWED upon His Son, this prince of angels aspired to 
power which it was the prerogative of Christ alone to wield. {GC 494.1} 
 
These comments go hand in hand with begotten(not created) theology and thus with the thought that 
Lucifer was jealous of the Father for “exalting His Son Jesus, and endowing Him with . . . unlimited power and 
command”. And once again remember that the “original” endowing would have been when Christ was 
brought forth "...BEGOTTEN IN THE EXPRESS IMAGE of the Father’s person, and in all the brightness of his 
majesty and glory, one equal with God in authority, dignity, and divine perfection. In him dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.” {Ellen White, ST May 30, 1895, par. 3} Thus He authorty and position was the same from the 
beginning. 

 

What is Gabriel’s position? 

 

The angel Gabriel. Why bring up Gabriel? Well, on the historic side on events, there was a brief exchange 

that we should briefly touch on. In recent years a letter was found from J.H. Waggoner to James White 

dated July 28th, 1879. In it he questions James White on how we should view the personality of the Holy 

Spirit. Here is a short part dealing with the position of Gabriel. Apparently, James White listed Gabriel as 

next to the Son of God, who was next to the Father. This is obvious based on the context. *Note: What 

exactly James White White said and what context is unknown. However it’s possible it was in regard to 

the “plan of redemption” as Waggoner mentions it. 

 

...whether in your arrangement you have not place the name of Gabriel in the place which that of the Holy Spirit 

should occupy – whether Gabriel should not be “4,” instead of “3” It would not detract from anything from the 

importance of the work of Gabriel in the plan of redemption. It would not at all remove him from his position of 

being the angels of Christ in Daniel and John. 
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You see, Waggoner was questioning how they should view the personality of the Spirit, due to a Canright 

article that had been published. Which is what lead him to make the comments. Let’s see what Ellen White 

said regarding Gabriel: 

 

The words of the angel, “I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God,” show that he holds a position of high 

honor in the heavenly courts... Wonderful thought—that the angel who stands next in honor to the Son of God is 

the one chosen to open the purposes of God to sinful men. {DA 99.1}  

 

It was Gabriel, the angel NEXT IN RANK TO the Son of God, who came with the divine message to Daniel. It was 

Gabriel, “His angel,” whom Christ sent to open the future to the beloved John; and a blessing is pronounced on 

those who read and hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written therein. Revelation 1:3. {DA 234.2}  

 

...and the mighty angel who stands in God’s presence, occupying the position from which Satan fell, 

came to the side of Christ... {DA 693.3}  
 

I think most would agree based on the limited information that we have from what James White stated. Ellen 

White is in agreement with what her husband was reported to have said about the position of Gabriel. Did 

Waggoner have different ideas in regards to the order of things? If so, was he corrected? What is the reason 

that the Father and Son are spoken of in so many unique ways without the Holy Spirit being mentioned, yet 

there still be three? We have seen overwhelmingly from a historical view on adventists that Lucifer was 

constantly placed next to Christ as the Son of God for the most part, who was next to the Father. Ellen 

White continually placed Lucifer in this position next to Christ despite making comments on the third 

person of the Godhead, heavenly trio etc... These are just some thoughts in regarding to what Waggoner 

said in this letter.  

 

Hatred of Sin, a Characteristic of True Religion.  
G. I. Butler 
Review and Herald – July 22, 1873 
...Satan, the "anointed cherub that covereth," next in rank to the Son of God; one who dwelt in the special 

presence of the Creator of the universe, a most glorious, beautiful, and exalted personage, endowed with 

corresponding excellence of mind, sinned, without excuse. Owing to his influence, and the regard in which he was 

held, a large number of the angelic host united with him... 
 

Bible Lessons and Notes. LESSON 11.- THE TIME OF THE JUDGMENT. DANIEL 8.  
Youth’s Instructor – May 30, 1895* 
1. Who is Gabriel ? - (I) He is an angel that stands in the presence of God (Luke I:19), - that is, occupies a position 

near the throne of God. (2) In position and power he is next to Michael. Dan. 10: 2I. (Michael is the archangel. 

Jude 9.) The archangel is the Lord himself. I Thess. 4:16 ; John 5:26-29. Therefore Gabriel stands next to Christ, 

and may properly be called Christ's angel. 
 

SSL - SENIOR YOUTH III - Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane  
The Youth’s Instructor – July 7, 1936 
3. "Then Gabriel, the angel who took Lucifer's place in the presence of the Father, came to Jesus, not to take the 

cup from Him, but to strengthen Him to drink it. 'And there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, 

strengthening Him.' He assured Him of His Father's love. He reminded Him that the Father was greater than 

Satan, that His death would result in Satan's complete defeat, and that through His sacrifice a multitude of the 

human family would he saved. eternally saved." -"Bible Lessons" (Peck), pp. 301, 302 
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Is Satan a Myth? 
By R. D. VINE  
The Present Truth – November 17, 1949* 
...He is the fallen archangel of glory, whose place is now filled by Gabriel. 

 
Who was the Angel of the Lord and who is Michael? 

 
Who Was Michael? 
G. I. Butler 
Review and Herald – December 20, 1870* 
We will first notice Rev. 12:7 : "And there was war in Heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; 

and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in Heaven. And 

the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world." 

Here are two great hosts brought to view, and their respective commanders at their head. Michael leads the 

angelic host; Satan, his rival, leads the other. Who, then, is represented in the Scriptures as the commander of the 

angelic host? I answer, Christ. 1 Pet. 3:22 : "Who is gone into Heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels, 

and authorities, and powers, being made subject unto him." The Scriptures bring to view, in many places, one 

being between the Father and the angels, the agent through whom all his high commands were given, our Lord 

and Saviour. Evidently he is the same as Michael referred to above... 
 

...Jude calls Michael the archangel. This is a compound word. According to Webster, arch means "chief, eminent; 

"angel means "a messenger of God." So Michael is the chief, or first, messenger of God; the first in authority 

under him. This answers exactly to Christ. Paul says," For the Lord himself shall descend from Heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 1 Thess. 

4:16. The shout proceeds from Christ; the voice of the archangel goes forth from Christ; the trump of God is with 

Christ. Is it therefore evident that the archangel is no other than Christ?... 
 

My Name is in Him 
James White 
Review and Herald – July 29, 1880 
Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And 

Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sor rows. And I 

am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians." Ex. 3:2-8. The person that appeared in a flame 

of fire out of the midst of a bush is called "the Angel of the'Lord," "the Lord," and "God." He declares, " I am the 

God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." These terms can all be applied 

to Christ without doing violence to the simple language of Scripture, or the truth of God He who appeared in the 

burning bush had seen the oppression of his people and had come to their deliverance. Paul speaks of this 

deliverer under a figure of " that spiritual Rock that went with them, and that Rock was Christ." 1 Cor. 10:4.  
 

Christ represents the Father when speaking of himself in these words : "Behold I [the Father] send an Angel 

[Christ] before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of 

him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he [Christ] will not pardon your transgressions; for my [the Father's] 

name is in him!, Ex 23 : 20, 21.  
 

...The Father put his name in the Son, who represents the mind and will of God in that wonderful deliverance. The 

expression, " He will not pardon your transgressions," implies that he had the power to forgive sins. None but the 

Father and the Son can do this. 
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Needless Alarm 
J. O. Corliss 
Signs of the Times – January 8, 1885 
There are some things in this scripture to carefully note. 1. God sends his Angel to conduct them to the promised 

land. 2. He would utter words that must be obeyed. 3. God's name was, in him, thus giving him authority to speak 

as God. Who could be clothed with so much authority but the Lord Jesus himself? And if Christ was the actual 

leader of the armies of Israel, how plainly evident that the expression, "And the Lord spake unto Moses," which 

occurs so frequently in the narrative of the exodus, refers to directions given by Christ himself to Moses.  

 

Answered by Uriah Smith 
Review and Herald – May 18, 1886 
465.—WHO IS MICHAEL ? Who is Michael, spoken of in Jude 9 ? It is claimed by the Sunday- school of this 

place that he is not Christ. O. a. D  "Who was Michael who here came to Gabriel's as sistance ? The term signifies, 

'He who is like God;' and the Scriptures clearly show that Christ is the one who bears this name... That the voice 

that is then heard is the voice of the archangel; the archangel, therefore, is the Son of God; 3. The archangel is 

called 'Michael'; therefore Michael is the Son of God."  
 

CHRIST THE LEADER OF THE ISRAELITES  
C. P. Bollman 
Signs of the Times - March 24, 1887 
Some fail to get the full benefit of the history of the exode, because they do not see in it the personal agency of 

the Son of God. That our divine Lord led his ancient people into the earthly Canaan, even as he will erelong lead 

the saved of every age into the heavenly land, is most clearly taught in the Scriptures... 
 

"Angel" means "messenger" and a messenger is one who is sent. Then the "Angel of the Lord" must be one who 

is sent of God; but it could not be God the Father; and yet this being, "the Angel of the Lord," is called God; and he 

declared himself to be "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."...So it is certain that the 

visible manifestation and the voice were from one and the same being, and that that being was one who is 

properly called God; just who it was will appear from other scriptures. We have already seen that" the Angel of the 

Lord" is one' whom the Lord sends; and in Ex. 23:20, 21 we read these words of the Lord: "Behold, I send an 

Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, 

and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions; for my name is in him."  
 

To whom alone could such language apply? There can be but one answer: To the Son of God, of whom we read: " 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." "And the Word was made 

flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace 

and truth." John 1:1, 14. It is the only begotten Son, who bears the name of the Father; and this is what Paul 

means when he speaks of him "being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 

more excellent name than they." Heb. 1:4. And that the "more excellent name" is the name "God," appears from 

verses 8-12, which are a quotation from the Psalms, where the Father himself says unto the Son: "Thy throne, 0 

God, is forever and ever... 
 

The whole question as to the identity of the Angel in whom was the name of God, might safely be left with the 

texts already quoted; but in 1 Cor. 10:4 we have a positive testimony upon this point, for there the apostle says 

plainly that this Angel (which he calls the "Spiritual Rock that followed them ") was Christ. Many more scriptures 

might be cited to prove that "the work of emancipating, instructing, and leading" the children of Israel was 

committed to the Son of God, but these must suffice to show that even in the Jewish age "God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto himself." 
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WAR.  
Likely by Editor 
Bible Echo – February 7, 1898* 
The 'first war ever fought in all the universe was fought in heaven about six thousand years ago... What made this 

war necessary, on the part of Michael and His angels was the rebellion of Satan. Michael is one of the many 

names applied in the Scriptures to Christ. See Jude 9; John 5:28, 29; Thess. 4:16; Dan. 12:I. It means, "Who is 

like God." Satan became dissatisfied with his position in heaven, and sought to usurp the place of Christ. He said : 

" I will exalt my throne above the stars of God... I will be like the Most High.',' Isa. 14:13, 14. This was rebellion 

against the government of God.  

 

MICHAEL.  
S. MCCULLAGH  
Bible Echo – August 20, 1900 p.538* 
This wonderful title of "Michael" is given to our Lord Jesus Christ five times in the Bible. Thrice in the Old 

Testament (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1) and twice in the New Testament. Jude I:9, and Rev. 12:7. Dr. Young interprets 

the title to mean, "One who is like God." Certainly Christ above all is the One who is like God. Paul says that 

Christ is the "express image" of God's person. Heb. 1:3. ...To say that Christ is the Archangel does not in any way 

detract from the divinity of the Son of God; yea, rather, it is a divine addition to His inexpressible glory and majesty. 

And why is He the Archangel?— Because He is before and above all angels... 
 

THE END APPROACHING.  
By unkown – Editor was E. W. FARNSWORTH 
Signs of the Times Australian – January 4, 1904* 
Who is this Michael who shall stand up? Michael means, He who is like God. Who is it that is like God? Of Christ, 

the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, says, "He is the express image, of His person." Heb. I:3. Or, as is 

conveyed by the literal meaning of the original, He is as much like the Father as the impression made in wax is 

like the seal which is used to make the impression.  

 

Studies in the book of Daniel - The Standing Up of Michael  
Calvin P. Bollman 
Review and Herald – September 8, 1927* 
Who Is Michael? Michael means "who is like God." The name occurs twice in chapter 10, namely, in verses 13 

and 21. That it is the angel name of the Son of God, there can be no reasonable doubt, for surely He is the one, 

the only one, who is in all respects like God... The Son is the only being aside from the Father who is entitled to be 

called God; indeed, to Him are given all the titles borne by the Father. (See Isa. 9:6 ; John 1:1-3, 14 ; and Heb. 

1:6-13.)... 
 

The Angel of the Lord - The Great Revealer of God and Mediator between God and Men  
A. M. FRASER  
Signs of the Times – May 5, 1930* 
...The passage in Exodus 23 is important, for here a clear distinction is made between the Lord and His Angel, 

and yet the latter is so described as to indicate that He was no ordinary angel, but a divine being of the same 

nature as Jehovah... The name of God stands for the character, the glory, of God (compare Ex. 33:18, 19 ; 20:5-7), 

and this, He says, He will not give to another. See Isa. 42:8 ; 48:11. Thus "the name of God can dwell in Him only, 

who is originally of the same nature with God." ...Thus, as the Angel of the Lord, who could be spoken of and to as 

Jehovah and yet as distinct from Jehovah (God the Father), the pre-incarnate Son of God was the great Revealer 

of the character and will of Him "whom no man hath seen, nor can see," and was, even before He "became flesh," 

the "one Mediator between God and men."  
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The GOD Who CONTROLS the NATIONS  
GWYNNE DALRYMPLE  
Signs of the Times - November 8, 1932 
...Michael, then, is a name or title of Jesus, our Redeemer. Indeed, the name itself indicates who its bearer must 

be; for "Michael" means "who is like God?" and who indeed is like God, except the Son of God?  

 

Daniel Foresees Climax of History  
JEAN VUILLEUMIER  
Signs of the Times – June 11, 1935 
"Michael" means: Who is like God? This name can belong only to a divine Being, and therefore designates the 

Son of God referred to in the foregoing chapter... 
 

How did the battle between Christ and Satan in heaven relate to when he was on earth? 

 

Lucifer was jealous of Christ and this jealousy worked into rebellion and he carried with him a large number of the 

holy angels. Jesus, the Son of God, was not deceived by Lucifer’s sophistry. He stood true to principle and 

resisted every line of reasoning of Lucifer and all the angels who had taken sides with him, thus evidencing that as 

He stood, every angel might have stood.{Ms43 1891.3}  

 

If he could tempt Jesus to depart from the will of his Father, then his object would be gained. Jesus bid Satan get 

behind him. He was to bow only to his Father. {1SG 34.1} 
 

God cannot be tempted(James 1:13). His Son being one with the Father, I don’t believe that Christ could 

have tempted and deceived by everything that Lucifer was throwing at Him. However, God’s Son did come 

to earth taking on human nature. This opened the door for the Son of God to truly be tempted. We’ll look 

at a few points quickly to show how the controversy in heaven was very much pointing back in time. 

 

When Satan and the Son of God first met in conflict, Christ was the commander of the heavenly hosts; and Satan, 

the leader of revolt in heaven, was cast out. Now their condition is apparently reversed, and Satan makes the 

most of his supposed advantage. One of the most powerful of the angels, he says, has been banished from 

heaven. The appearance of Jesus indicates that he is that fallen angel, forsaken by God, and deserted by man. A 

divine being would be able to sustain his claim by working a miracle; “IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, command 

this stone that it be made bread.” such an act of creative power, urged the tempter, would be conclusive evidence 

of divinity. It woud bring the controversy to an end.{DA 119.2} 
 

Satan tried to take adventage of Christ’s condition to convince him that he was the rebel, cast out of 

heaven! Unbelievable! What’s also interesting is that the controversy seemed to peak around the issue of 

creative power, which is evidence of divinity. Remember Lucifer was jealous of not being allowed in the 

counsils? This creative power Christ as the only begotten Son of God displayed alongside His the Father.  

 

In taking the nature of man, Christ was not equal in appearance with the angels of Heaven, but this was one of the 

necessary humiliations that he willingly accepted when he became man’s Redeemer. Satan urged that IF HE WAS 

INDEED the Son of God he should give him some evidence of his exalted character. He suggested that God 

would not leave his Son in so deplorable a condition. He declared that one of the heavenly angels had been exiled 

to earth, and His appearence indicated that instead of being the King of heaven, He was that fallen angel. He 

called attention to his own beautiful appearance, clothed with light and strength, and insultingly contrasted the 

wretchedness of Christ with his own glory. {2SP 91.1} 
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“He claimed direct authority from Heaven to demand proof of Christ that he was the Son of God. He taunted him 

with being a poor representative of the angels, much less their high Commander, the acknowledged King in the 

royal courts; and insinuated that his present appearance indicated that he was forsaken of God and man. He 

declared that IF HE WERE the Son of God HE WAS EQUAL with God and should evidence this by working a 

miracle to relieve his hunger. He then urged him to change the stone at his feet to bread, and agreed that if this 

were done he would at once yield his claims to superiority, and the contest between the two should be forever 

ended.{2SP 91.2} 

 

Satan understands that Christ being the Son of God, the only begotten Son of God, means that Christ was 

and is equal with the Father! Why are there so many today who refuse to accept this? We know Lucifer 

was already given evidence that Christ was the only begotten Son of God theFather of all in the heavenly 

courts, by the Father, other angels, and Christ himself. Did that change his mind then? Why would it 

change his mind now? Clearly, Satan words were fraudulent, and the contest was not to end. 

 
Who participated in the counsels of God? 
 
Remarks upon Zechariah 6:9-15.  
J. N. Andrews 
Signs of the Times – June 7, 1883 p.258* 
Christ as a priest after the order of Melchisedec was to sit down on the throne of God, indicating by this act that he 
was to share the dominion of the universe with his Father. Heb. 7:1, 2; 8:1 ; Ps. 110:1. Zechariah predicts these 
things by saying: " He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne [the throne of the Lord]; and he 
shall be a priest upon his throne [the throne of his Father]; and the counsel of peace [concerning the salvation of 
man] shall be between them both [the Father and the Son]." Verse 13. 
 
Why Did God Permit Sin?  
BY G. A. HAMILTON 
Oriental Watchman & Signs of the Times, Feb 1919 p.1* 

“Ages ago, before a world swung in space, the Father and the Son had a mighty COUNSEL about the creation of 

the universe.” 
 

Unto Us a Child is Born p.10 
J. S. James 
The Oriental Watchman and Herald of Health – December 1926* 
The gift of God in Christ, as expressed in John 3: 16, takes us back for its origin before the creation, into those 
inscrutable counsels between the Father and the Son when they covenanted that in the event of sin marring the 
work of the creation, Christ would give Himself for its redemption.  
 
THE ORIGINAL COUNCIL BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON.—NO. 2.  
S. N. Haskell 
Review and Herald – May 12, 1896 p.296* 
The council between the Father and the Son beginning(began?) before angels were created, it was exclusive of 

all created intelligences. It was hid in God, and would be revealed by Christ in creation and in the manifold works 

of God, to meet man in his varied conditions… 
 

...Christ being above the law, was the only one in all the universe of God who was like God in nature, the only one 

who could redeem man, and the only one who was in the secret counsel of God. Because Satan could not ascend 

to this position and sit in, the council concerning the purposes of God in the creation of this world he sought by 

force to gain admission into God's private council-chamber, where none might be but the Father and his Son 

Jesus Christ. Satan was envious of Christ, and gradually assume command which devolved on Christ alone. The  
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result was, he was cast out of heaven. But the council between the Father and the Son continued, notwithstanding 

Satan had rebelled, and was cast out of heaven… In the council between the Father and the Son, the place of 

punishment and the time of judgment were therefore provided for the devil and his angels, in case sin should enter 

the universe of God.  
 

God's Eternal Purpose  
R. D. QUINN  
Review and Herald – March 10, 1903 
Consequently, when sin made its appearance in heaven, and later, in the fall of our first parents, the plan for our 

redemption did not call into action some new principle, nor necessitate a change in God's eternal purpose; for 

provision had been made for just such an emergency in the councils of God and his Son, from the days of eternity  
 

The Story of the Seer of Patmos 
S. N. Haskell - 1905 
“Before the creation of our world, “there was war in heaven.” Christ and the Father COVENANTED together; and 
Lucifer, the covering cherub, grew jealous because he was not admitted into the eternal COUNCILS of the Two 
who sat upon the throne.”  
 
THE BEGINNING OF THE MYSTERY OF GOD.  
BY ELDER J. 0. CORLISS 
Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald – May 8, 1894 p.290* 
He who knows the end from the beginning must, in the consideration of that design, have known the pent-up 
sentiments of Lucifer, and what trials and strains their later expression would bring to the race to be created. Every 
exigency of the future was seen and provided for in that SECRET COVENANT between the Father and the Son. 
In the creation which followed, man became Christ's by right of performance; for "all things were created by him, 
and for him." Col. 1:16. When man fell, he therefore set about to carry forward the fulness of that plan which had 
been matured in the SECRET COUNSEL between him and his Father.  
 
Bible Study, Book of Acts. 
G. A. Irwin 
Union Conference Record – July 22, 1901 
Christ had now finished His pledge, and only the Father and the Son knew what was included in the compact, and 
what was meant by those words, I have finished the work.'  
 
AN IRREVOCABLE DECREE 
G. B. Thompson 
Bible Training School – June 1915 
But sin did not take God by surprise, and find Him unprepared for the terrible emergency. It was foreseen in the 
councils of eternity, and a plan was formed to meet this crisis of the universe. In solemn compact the Father and 
His Son had agreed that, in the event of sin entering their domain, the Son would give Himself to meet the claims 
of the broken law. 
 
The Poison of Sin 
Marian Hay 
Signs of the Times Australian – November 13, 1944 
In order to defeat the author of sin and deliver mankind from cruel bondage, God the Father and His divine Son 
planned and carried out the most daring and amazing campaign ever known in all the universe.  
 
The Peace of God  
E. J. Waggoner 
Present Truth – January 14, 1892 p.9* 
Between God and His dear Son in heaven there is a "counsel of peace."  
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A History of Sin and it’s Author's 
W. G. KNEELAND  
THE CARIBBEAN WATCHMAN – August 1, 1903 p.5* 
...The unity existing between the Father and the Son, for the "COUNSEL of peace was between them both," (Zec. 
vi., 13 ; Gen. i., 26) aroused his jealousy and he decided to "exalt his throne" above that of the stars of God, usurp 
the rights of Jehovah and "be like the Most High." Isa. Xiv., 13, 14.... 
 
What will you give? 
NEWTON EVANS M. D  
Lake Union Herald – September 6, 1916 p.1* 
When God and His Son, shrouded in the glory of the Father sat in council over the creation of this earth, when all 
had been planned and committed to the Son for accomplishment, one question there remained to be answered,—
"If man should sin, what would you give?"  

 
The Joy of SERVICE  
by Henry Kuhn  
The Youth’s Instructor – January 9, 1934 p.9* 
Before time began, the Son of God consulted with His Father about a new project. Together they planned for a 
new planet, a perfect world. It was created, and the ruler of it was Adam, an intelligent being created in the image 
of God and His Son.  

 
They Shouted for Joy  
By Arthur W. Spalding  
Review and Herald – July 15, 1948 p.6* 
But there was another company who joined no chorus of praise. Huddled in dismal rank outside the creation, 
Bloomed the cohorts of Satan, 'the Prince of Darkness, fallen from his celestial position and name of Lucifer, the 
light bearer. He had aspired to mount higher in heaven, to exalt his throne above the angels, to thrust from his 
eminence the Son of God, to be like the Most High. And because his spirit was alien to the unselfish, ministering 
love of God, because he counted it a thing to be grasped to be equal with God, because the evolution of his 
ambition would be the destruction of the universe, he had been banished from Heaven to dwell in chaos, and in 
the end to expiate his crime with the forfeiture of his life. With him went his sympathizers, a third of heaven's host.  
 
Here now they beheld the fruition of the councils of God in heaven which had catalyzed the unholy ambition of 
Lucifer—the COUNCILS of the Father and the Son to bring into existence a new world... 
 
The Everlasting Covenant 
H. B. FRENCH 
The Southern Union Record – August 17, 1938 
Every purpose of the Father and His only begotten Son was settled in the council chamber of eternity, not only in 
the creation of all the worlds and their inhabitants, but also the law by which they were to be governed.  

 
The Atonement—No. 1 Its Nature and Object 

J. 0. CORLISS 

Review and Herald – June 22, 1916 p.7* 
The plan of the everlasting covenant previously ratified between Father and Son, was fully followed in man's 

creation, and man was made in the image of both (Gen. 1:26) 

 
LUCIFER DIABLO SATAN An Intimate Biography  
By Walter H. Bradley  
The Oriental Watchman and Herald of Health - November 28, 1928 p.10* 
The great God and His Son, Immanuel, held the counsel of peace. (Zechariah 6 : 13.) Should they destroy the 
rebels? blot out the memory of them from the minds of the universe? purge every trace of their ever having 
existed from under heaven?  
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WHEN WILL THE NATIONS BE DASHED IN PIECES?  
J. H. Waggoner 
Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald – March 20, 1856 p.1* 
It is altogether impossible to make this scripture apply to the reign of Christ on the throne of David. It will be 
perceived at a glance that two persons are introduced by the prophet: the Branch, which is Christ, the Son of God, 
and the LORD, or Jehovah. The Father and the Son. Now if we substitute these names for the pronouns in verse 
13, it will read, "And the Son shall build the temple of the Father; and the Son shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 
rule upon the Father's throne; and the Son shall be a priest upon the Father's throne; and the counsel of peace 
shall be between them both;" that is, between the Father and the Son. 

 
LOVE WILL FIND A WAY  
By A. B. Cheesbrough 
Present Truth – November 21, 1946 
...This Babe was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. The Father freely gave. The Son freely offered. 
The counsel of peace was between them both. In the eternal purpose of God Jesus was the provision of God 
against man's failure. There was no other way and eternal, infinite love found that way.  

 
BEYOND TO-MORROW  
By Paul Cumings 
Present Truth – November 25, 1943 
"The counsel of peace was between them both," the Father and Son. The Lamb of God was by promise and by 
divine plan, "slain from the foundation of the world."  
 
The Children's Lessons — No. 1 God's Purpose for the Children  
Review and Herald - November 11, 1924 p.5* 
Before this world was created, when the Father and the Son were planning it away back in "times eternal "in that 
great "council of peace," it was God's purpose to create a family to live here. 
 
THE TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST  
George I. Butler 
NORTH PACIFIC UNION GLEANER – October 30, 1907* 
In the eternal counsels between the Father and the Son, this provision of infinite love was made in case man 
sinned. 
 
What Price SATAN?  
WALTER L. BURGAN  
Signs of the Times – September 17, 1929 p.1 
Satan was in heaven when the plan of creating this earth and all things therein was considered by God the Father 
and His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and it was jealousy in not being permitted to enter into the COUNSELS 
AND PURPOSES of Father and Son that led this prince of angels to rebel against the government of heaven... 
Thirsting for power to force God to do his bidding, he wanted not only to be equal with Christ but to force all the 
other angels to pay homage to him...This spirit fastened itself on to Lucifer as he continued to rebel against the 
supremacy of Christ and God, and-through cunning he led other angels to join with him in displaying 
dissatisfaction, until actual war in heaven took place... 
 
The Priestly Ministration in Heaven  
T. M. French 
Review and Herald – May 16, 1935 p.8* 
The prophet Zechariah beheld afar off what John saw in reality. The latter saw Christ a priest upon the Father's 
throne, with the counsel of peace between them both—between Him and His Father. 
 
Christ and the Commandments  
By VARNER J. JOHNS  
Review and Herald – September 16, 1971 p.6* 
Christ was co-Creator with the Father. The Counsel of Peace was between them both.  
 

74  

http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH18560320-V07-25.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19241120-V101-47.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/NPG/NPG19071030-V02-27.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19290917-V56-37.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/ST/ST19290917-V56-37.pdf
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/RH/RH19350516-V112-20.pdf


Pentecost  
W. W. PRESCOTT  
Review and Herald – May 8, 1924 p.5* 
Now the preliminary but absolutely necessary steps have been taken, and the Son of God, who had left heaven 
and assumed our human nature that He might carry out the counsel of peace between Himself and the Father, 
had completed His earthly mission, and had returned to His place of exaltation upon the throne.  

 
Final Restoration of the Seed  
JOHN O. CORLISS  
Review and Herald – November 30, 1922 p.4* 
Between Him and God alone, the original parties to that agreement, ratified at the world's founding (Rev. 13: 8), 
the counsel of peace is held, which qualifies believers to become members of the heavenly family. Lech. 6:12, 13.  

 
Covenant of Better Promises 
CALVIN E. MOSELY, JR. 
Signs of the Times Australian – May 16, 1949 p.8* 
In "the counsel of peace" in which salvation's plan was perfected, the Father and the Son covenanted to provide a 
"fountain" for sin and all uncleanness. (Zech. 13:I.) In those counsels Deity affirmed that though "the mountains 
shall depart, and the hills be removed . . . the covenant of My peace" shall not be "removed." Isa. 54:10). It was 
His kindness toward helpless man and His mercy for the tempted that led the Son of God to share in this covenant 
with the Father (Isa. 54:8), to become the "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Rev. 13:8. Thus it was 
that the counsel of peace was between them both," and the "covenant of peace' was originated.  
 
Although this "covenant" of salvation between the Father and the Son was made before the fall, it was not 
revealed to mankind until it was needed… 
 
THE BEST OLD LINE LIFE INSURANCE 
By R. H. Pierson 
Signs of the Times Canadian - February 1946 
The home office of this company is in heaven (Isaiah 66:1), and the joint founders, God, the Father, and Jesus, 
the Son, agreed upon the articles of association back before the world was brought into existence. It was decided 
at this time that, since there would be no mortals able to pay the premium for so dear a policy, the Son Himself 
should pay the price "for every man" (Hebrews 2: 9), and that should man find himself in need of cashing in on his 
policy, all that would be necessary would be for the individual to accept the payment which had already been 
made for him by his great Benefactor.  
 
Bible Study, Book of Acts. 
G. A. Irwin 
Union Conference Record – July 22, 1901 
Christ had now finished His pledge, and only the Father and the Son knew what was included in the compact, and 
what was meant by those words, I have finished the work.'  
 
The EVERLASTING COVENANT 
W. H. BRANSON 
Australian Record - October 8, 1945 
We are told in Zech. 6:12, 13 that the covenant of peace was between the Father and the Son. They covenanted 
together concerning the plan that They had devised to save man…  
 
..I read again from "Desire of Ages," page 22, where it says: "From the beginning God and Christ knew of the 
apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin 
should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency." That is why we 
are told that God is omniscient. He knows everything. There is nothing hidden from Him. From the beginning God 
and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan and the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God 
did not ordain that sin should exist, but He knew beforehand that it would come, and He made provision to meet 
the terrible emergency. So this covenant, according to this statement of Scripture, and the Spirit of prophecy, has 
been in 'existence from eternity.  
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You know that is an encouraging thought to me. What did they talk about up in heaven? What did they say to each 
other? What is the subject of greatest interest in all the universe of God? What has it been in the past? Why, it 
says the salvation of the human race has ever been the object of the councils of heaven. They are more 
interested in the salvation of men from this world than are the people themselves interested in their own salvation. 
The covenant of mercy was made before the foundation of the world. It has existed from all eternity, and is called 
the everlasting covenant. 
 
And now to Ellen White: 

 
Christ had been taken into COUNSEL with the Father in regard to his plans, while Satan was unacquainted with 
them… {ST January 9, 1879, Art. B, par. 2}  
 
Christ, in COUNSEL with his Father, instituted the system of sacrificial offerings: that death, instead of being 
immediately visited upon the transgressor, should be transferred to a victim which should prefigure the great and 
perfect offering of the Son of God. {ST March 14, 1878, par. 3} 
 
God became one with man when, in the COUNSIL between the Father and the Son in heaven, it was determined 
that if man fell from his allegiance, the Son of God should be his Redeemer and restore in him the moral image of 
God. How was it to be done? “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, ...full of grace and truth.” John 
1:14. “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48. Christ’s oneness 
with the Father brings us into close union, through the Son of God, with the Father. {Ms40-1891.17}  
 
But the Lord’s arrangement, made in COUNSEL with His only begotten Son, was to leave man a free moral agent 
to a certain length of probation... {Lt123-1897.20}  

 
The great plan of redemption was laid before the foundation of the world. And Christ, our Substitute and Surety, 
did not stand alone in the wondrous undertaking of the ransom of man. In the plan to save a lost world, the 
COUNSEL was between them both; the covenant of peace was between the Father and the Son. “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” The Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, would become a servant. The only-begotten Son, in 
whom the Father delighted, was given for the ransom of a fallen race. {ST December 23, 1897, par. 2}  
 
Before the foundations of the earth were laid, the Father and the Son had united in a covenant to redeem man if 
he should be overcome by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn pledge that Christ should become 
the surety for the human race… {DA 834.2}  
 
But in COUNSEL with the Father He pledged Himself to secure the salvation of every human being. An 
irrevocable covenant was made between the Father and the Son. Christ must go forward and finish the work 
which He had undertaken, or all the world would perish. {ST August 22, 1900, par. 7}  
 
Again He opened to them the Scriptures, showing them that all that He had passed through had been ordained in 
the councils between the Father and Himself. This was foretold by prophets and men inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
{ST August 12, 1903, par. 1}  
 
By Christ the work upon which the fulfillment of God’s purpose rests, was accomplished. This was the agreement 
in the councils of the God-head. The Father purposed in COUNSEL with his Son that the human family should be 
tested and proved, to see whether they would be allured by the temptations of Satan, or whether they would make 
Christ their righteousness, keeping God’s commandments, and live. God gave to his Son all who would be true 
and loyal. Christ covenanted to redeem them from the power of Satan, at the price of his own life. {GH June 11, 
1902, par. 6}  

 
The wonderful plan of redemption, which human beings cannot fully understand, shows that the Creator deals 
justly and loves mercy. Because He loved man, He gave His Son as a sacrifice for sin. The plan of salvation was 
laid open before the foundation of the world was formed. In COUNSEL together, the Father and the Son 
determined that Satan should not be left unchecked to exercise his cruel power upon man.  {Ms31-1911.72}  
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“And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” The love of the Father, no less than of the Son, is the 
fountain of salvation for the lost race... {GC88 416.4}  

 
And then there cases like these… found in The Ministry Magazine – December 1944. To Convert or to Teach 
Doctrine? By DOROTHY WHITNEY CONKLIN, Bible Instructor, Southern New England Conference: They have 
not the slightest idea of the counsel of peace in heaven when the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit settled the 
reclamation of this world… 
 
God’s Eternal Purpose 
A. T. Robinson 
Review and Herald – July 10, 1930 
...Far back in the remote ages of the past, before this world and the countless worlds that people space were 
brought into existence, a council was held between the three eternal persons of the Godhead… 
This is actually a seemingly turnaround from His earlier thoughts writing on this topic. In Bible Echo and 
Signs of the Times - May 30, 1898 article titled “GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE” he stated: Far back, in the 
days of eternity, before this world or the countless worlds that people space were brought into existence, a council 
was held, between the Eternal Father and that Son of whom it is said, His "goings forth have been from of old, 
from the days of eternity." Micah 5:2… Other articles by Robinson in the years prior and following also 
shared similar accounts like this. Going back to the 1930 article, strangely he later quotes from Ellen 
White: ...The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. It was a 
revelation of 'the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.' It was an unfolding of the 
principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God's throne. From the beginning, God and Christ 
knew of the apostasy of Satan..."The Desire of Ages," p. 22.  
 
Was Christ the only begotten Son of God, a true Son, before the incarnation? Various early SDA’s: 
 
J. M. Stephenson 
Review and Herald – November 14, 1854 

To be the only begotten Son of God must be understood in a different sense than to be a Son by creation; for in 

that sense all the creatures he has made are sons. Nor can it refer to his miraculous conception, with the virgin 

Mary, by the Holy Ghost; because he is represented by this endearing title more than four thousand years before 

his advent in the village of Bethlehem. Moreover, he is represented as being exalted far above the highest orders 

of men and angels in his primeval nature. He must therefore be understood as being the Son of God in a much 

higher sense than any other being. His being the only begotten of the Father supposes that none except him were 

thus begotten; hence he is, in truth and verity the only begotten Son of God; and as such he must be Divine; that 

is, be a partaker of the Divine nature. This term expresses his highest, and most exalted nature. Neither the 

Father, the prophets, nor the apostles apply a higher term to him. The Son of God himself never claimed a higher 

title. The Jews accused him of blasphemy upon this high claim. John x, 36. This claim also excited their rage to 

the highest degree. John v, 18. (Atonement-1854 pg. 126)  
 

Sanctification: or Living Holiness.  
BY ELD. D. T. BOURDEAU 
Review and Herald - June 13, 1865* 
Christ should be loved as the blessed and exalted, and only begotten Son of God, who being in the form of God, 

thought it not robbery to be equal with God, Jno. iii, 16 ; 1 Jno. iv, 9 ; Phil. ii, 6 ; as one who is possessed of all the 

fullness of the Godhead, through whom, and for whom, all things were made, and by whom we have redemption. 

Col. ii, 9; i, 16; Eph. 7; Rev. v, 9; as the being who is one with the Father, and is entitled to equal honor with the 

Father, Jno. x, 80; v, 23; as the chief among ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely, whom angels adorate, 

and who should be revered and worshiped by every son and daughter of Adam. Cant. v, 10, 16 ; Heb. 6 ; &c., &c. 

In short. Christ should be loved with the same affection with which we should love the Father. All men should 

honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. "He that honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father which bath 

sent him." Jno. v, 23.  
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Sermon, Number Three. The Name "Jesus." 

J. Matteson 

Adventist Review and Herald – April 10, 1866  

And it has pleased the Father to bestow upon him all power, glory, wisdom and excellency... Christ is truly God, for 

he is born of God; and truly man, for he is born of man. " Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. ...And 

again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, let all the angels of God worship him. …Unto 
the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is forever and ever. ...God, even thy God, hath anointed thee." Heb. i.  
That this very person, who was born before every creature, is the same as afterward appeared unto men upon 

this earth, in the land of Palestine, the beloved apostle John demonstrates beyond all possible doubt. 

 

Malachi 3: 7.  
S. N. Haskell 
Review and Herald – March 18, 1873 
This was an acknowledgment on their part of the prospering hand of God in providing for their temporal wants, 

and a token of an appreciation of the fact that Heaven had given them its choicest and best gift, even God's first-

born, God's only begotten Son, to die for them.  

 

The Mind of Christ 
By Eld. James White 
Review and Herald – January 11, 1881 
That while the Father was greater than the Son in that he was first, the Son was equal with the Father in that he 

had received all things from the Father.  

 

The Captain of our Salvation, p. 17, 1883  

C.W. Stone 

The Word then is Christ… He is the only begotten of the Father. Just how he came into existence the Bible does 

not inform us any more definitely; but… we may believe that Christ came into existence in a manner different from 

that in which other beings first appeared; That he sprang from the Father’s being in a way not necessary for us to 

understand. 

 
I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE. 
GEO. C. TENNEY  
Bible Echo & Signs of the Times Jan. 1, 1889, pg. 8* 
...that it pleased the Father that in him should dwell "all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." He is the Son of God, 
not simply by creation, but by a life-giving process which imparts the very substance, nature, and name of the 
parent to the offspring, whereby He who is our Saviour becomes God, in all the majestic dignity which the title can 
imply. His life spans the stream of time from eternity to eternity. By him the worlds and all that they contain were 
made… we believe and teach these grand truths in all their fullness... 
 

Christ and His Righteousness, p. 22, 1890 
E. J. Waggoner 
And since He is the only-begotten son of God, He is of the very substance and nature of God and possesses by 
birth all the attributes of God, for the Father was pleased that His Son should be the express image of His person, 
the brightness of His glory, and filled with all the fullness of the Godhead.”  
 
Christ in the Epistle of the Hebrews 
G. I. Butler  
Bible Echo and Signs of the Times, March 15, 1890* 
...When we consider the Scripture statements concerning him,—the He was the “Son of God," made in the 
express image of His Father; he "thought it not robbery to be equal with God; "is One whom it is right and proper  
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in addressing him, since He takes His Father’s name and is made of His substance; One who sits on the same 
throne with the Father; One to whom the Father and intrusted all authority and power, and by whom the eternal 
God made the worlds above; the very personation of wisdom itself…" 
 
Spirit of the Papacy 
A. T. Jones 
Jesus Christ is the Word of God. Words express thoughts. Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is therefore the 
expression of the thought of God. God's thought is manifested in "the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Ephesians 3:11. Jesus Christ is the revelation of that eternal purpose of the Eternal God. Jesus 
Christ is the brightness of His Father's glory, and the express image of His person. Hebrews 1:3. From the Father 
He spoke all things into existence. Psalm 33:6, 9; Hebrews 1:2. "By Him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers; all things were created by Him, and for Him." Colossians 1:16. He upholds all things by the word of His 
power. Hebrews 1:3. By Him all things hold together. Colossians 1:17. "It pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fullness dwell." Colossians 1:19.  
 
He is the One whom the Lord possessed "in the beginning of His way;" who was "set up from everlasting;" who 
"was by Him as one brought up with Him." Proverbs 8:22, 23, 30. He is the one "whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from the days of Eternity." Micah 5:2, (with margin). He is the only begotten of the Father, and is 
therefore in very substance of the nature of God; in Him "dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;" He, 
therefore, by divine right of "inheritance," bears from the Father the name of "God." John 3:16; Colossians 2:9; 
Hebrews 1:4-8. Thus Christ Jesus was indeed by divine and eternal right one of God – "equal with God." 
 
Is Christ a Created Being? 
Elder J. P. Henderson 
Review and Herald - January 12, 1892, pg. 19* 
...(1) That Christ existed as the first of, and before, all things; (2) That he is begotten of the Father; i. e., born of his 
sum and substance; (3) As God, he must be equal to him in divine attributes, as well as in the nature of his 
existence. 

 
OUR SAVIOUR THE DIVINE LOGOS 
G. I. Butler  
Review and Herald August 29, 1893 p.533* 
"... The Logos dates from the " beginning," "the beginning of the creation of God (Rev. 3:14), and he was the one 
who began that vast work. He commenced it, performed it,completed it every whit. Without him was not anything 
made that was ever created. The Father who begat Him from His own substance, made Him a fountain of life like 
Himself. He is the lifegiver in every sense... 
 
But John personifies it in these and other instances, as meaning that Being—the only begotten Son of God,—
whom the Father ordained to be his active agent in all the work of creation... He is "the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person." "In him dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily." They are of the same 
nature, the same substance, the same character, the same appearance, have the same attributes. They are 
perfectly alike every way. The Son constantly dwells in the immediate presence of the Father. Their counsels are 
perfectly united. ... It is Christ who dwells in the bosom of the Father, who declares him, interprets him, reveals 
him to his creatures, while the Father chooses not thus to manifest himself. The Son reveals him in creation, as all 
that has been made was created by him and for him. The infinite love of the Father is comprehended through the 
creative acts of the Son, who is the Almighty God with us, representing to us the omnipotency of both... 
 
...Christ could not reveal and interpret the Father to his creatures adequately unless he possessed the wisdom 
and power of God Himself. If he was inferior in these respects, that inferiority would be manifested, and a portion 
of that excellency and majesty inherent in the Father, would fail to be properly represented. But he says himself, 
"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." Matt. 28 :18. Christ is the personification of wisdom itself, as 
Solomon teaches in the first chapters of Proverbs. These attributes are not those held independent of the Father,  
but they were conferred in their fulness by Him, at His own pleasure and choice. So there is no rivalry. . "For it  
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pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell." That fulness embraces every excellencey possessed by 
the Father. How, then, can Christ's words, "My Father is greater than I," be true? Because the one who confers is 
greater than the one who receives. The Father in a sense must be superior to the Son, though He has choosen to 
impart equality in all His fulness.  
 
In 1893 at the General Conference while doing a series on “The Mind of Christ”. He answered a few 
questions at the beginning of one which people gave to him. Evidently, he either mistakenly used the 
word “created” describing Christ or somebody mistakenly thought he said that. I say that because this is 
not a record of exactly what he said, and this was all recorded by a stenographer. His answer could have 
been, “If I said that, I should not have said created...” Regardless he corrected and answered 
appropriately: 

 
R. C. Porter  
GCDB February 2, 1893, p. 120.5 
The evidence is wanted that Christ is a created being. Elder Porter then said that in speaking of Christ he should 
not have said CREATED, but “BEGOTTEN.” Begotten is the exact language of the Scripture. The new birth which 
we must experience to become the children of God is a new creation. We are born of the Spirit of God. This is 
beyond our comprehension. Neither can we tell HOW Christ was BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER. This is one of 
the “deep things of God.”  

 
Third Angel's Message p.376* 
A.T. Jones  
He alone could reflect the Father in His fullness, because His goings forth have been from the days of eternity, 

and as it says in the eighth of Proverbs, “I was with him, as one brought up with him.” He was one of God, equal 

with God; and His nature is the nature of God. Therefore one grand necessity that He alone should come to the 

world and save man was Because the Father wanted to manifest Himself fully to the sons of men, and none in the 

universe could manifest the Father in His fullness except the only begotten Son, who is in the image of the Father. 

No creature could do it, because He is not great enough. Only He whose goings forth have been from the days of  
eternity could do it; consequently, He came and God dwelt in Him. How much? “All the fullness of the Godhead 

bodily” is reflected in Him. And this is not only to men on the earth, but it is that in the dispensation of the fullness 

of times He might gather together in one—in Christ—all things which are in heaven and which are on earth. In 

Christ God is manifested to the angels and reflected to men in the world in a way in which they cannot see God 

otherwise. {GCB/GCDB 1895, p. 378.5} 

 

He who was born in the form of God took the form of man. “In the flesh he was all the while as God, but he did not 

appear as God.” “He divested himself of the form of God, and in its stead took the form and fashion of man.” “The 

glories of the form of God, He for awhile relinquished.” {GCB 1895, p. 448} 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Present Truth – October 24, 1895 
"In the Beginning."—The Word, the only begotten Son of God, was "in the beginning." When was that?— It cannot 

be located. Let the mind run back to "the beginning" when God created the heavens and the earth, and there we 

see Him. Just before His crucifixion Jesus prayed, "And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with 

the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." John xvii. 5. If we could find the beginning of all created 

things, "whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers," we should still see that "He is before 

all things." Col. i. 16, 17. Yes, He Himself is "the beginning of the creation of God." Rev. iii. 14. Finite minds can 

never span the space between "the beginning" when the Word was with God, and the present time; His "goings 

forth have been from of old, from everlasting," even "from the days of eternity." Micah v. 2, and margin. He is "from 

everlasting to everlasting."  
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The Word of Wisdom.—Jesus Christ is the One " in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

Col. ii. 2, 3. He is "the power of God, and the wisdom of God." 1 Cor. i. 24. Therefore it is He who is the speaker in 

the eighth chapter of Proverbs. There we read: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His 

works of old." Verse 22. The Hebrew word here rendered "possessed," is the same as that rendered "gotten" in 

Gen. iv. 1, where we read that Eve said, " I have gotten a man from the Lord." Christ is the only begotten Son of 

God. In Prov. viii. 22 there is no preposition in the original, so that a more proper rendering of the verse would be, 

"The Lord possessed Me, the beginning of His way, before His works of old." This is indicated in the margin of the 

Revised Version. Christ was not only in the beginning, but He "is the beginning," (Col. i. 18) even the beginning of 

the way of the Father. Without Him there was nothing.  
 

"The Word Was God."—"Being made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more 

excellent name than they." Heb. i. 4. The Son must inherit the name and titles and estate of the Father. Whatever 

titles belong to God the Father belong equally to Christ. They are His by right. By birth He is "heir of all things." 

The Apostle Paul writes of the glorious appearing "of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ." Titus ii. 13. The 

Father Himself addresses the Son as God, saying to Him, " Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." Heb. i. 8… 

 

...Creation by Wisdom.—The Father, addressing the Son, says, "Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 

foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of Thy hands." Heb. i. 10. God "made the worlds" by Him. 

Verse 2. We have already seen that Christ is "the power of God, and the wisdom of God." Now read, "The Lord is 

the true God, He is the living God, and an everlasting King; ...He hath made the earth by His power, He hath 

established the world by His wisdom." Jer. x. 10-12 And then read again the words of wisdom, "When He gave to 

the sea its bound, that the waters should not transgress His commandment; when He marked out the foundations 

of the earth; then I was by Him as a Master Workman." Prov. viii. 29, 30, R.V. The common version has it, "as one 

brought up with Him," which is also the truth. "The same was in the beginning with God." He was "the beginning of 

His way." He was the Architect, the Master Workman, without whom nothing was made.  
 

The Christ of Judea-2  
W. W. Prescott 
Review and Herald – April 14, 1896 

AS CHRIST WAS TWICE BORN, ONCE IN ETERNITY, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, AND AGAIN 

HERE IN THE FLESH, THUS UNITING THE DIVINE WITH THE HUMAN IN THAT SECOND BIRTH, so we who 

have been born once already in the flesh, are to have the second birth, being born again of the Spirit, in order that 

our experience may be the same,-the human and the divine being joined in a life union.  
 

Answered by Uriah Smith 

Review and Herald – December 22, 1896 p.813* 

719...CHRIST'S IMMORTALITY. ...2. Does 1 Tim. 1:14-16 teach that God only by nature has immortality, and that 

Christ did not have it till it was bestowed upon him by the Father? J. F. A. 
...(2) The expression that God "only hath immortality," in the sense of being originally the supreme fountain and 

source of all life, must be true in the very nature of the case if he antedates all other beings. Christ had a 

beginning. John 1:1. But that was not like the beginning of other intelligences in the universe, which are all 

creations of Christ himself. Col. 1:16. He was not a created being, but "proceeded forth and came from God." 

John 8:12. He is the only begotten Son of the Father. John 1:14, 18. By nature, then, he is co-equal with God. 

From the beginning of his existence he must have been as essentially, immortal as God; and yet it all came from 

God. So Christ says that, "As the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself." 

John 5:26. 
No others have immortality, except as God and Christ bestow it upon them. 
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The Unfolding of Two Principles.- 2. THE UNACCOUNTABLE ELEMENT 
By F. B. 
The American Sentinal – September 22, 1898* 
Sin originated in one who filled up the sum of all created intelligences. Christ or the Word was the only begotten of 

the Father. But Lucifer was the highest of all created beings, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. Eze. 28:12... 
 

STUDIES IN PRINCIPLES - Equity 

By S. M. I. H. 

Adventist Review & Herald - April 4, 1899 

The situation is this: There is one God and Father of all (Eph. 4:6); and all intelligent beings, in both heaven and 

earth, are members of one family, of which the only begotten Son is the Elder Brother. Eph. 1:10; 3:14,15. 

The difference between him and his younger brothers is that he was the only begotten of the heavenly beings, and 

the first begotten of those who must be born again. John 1:14,18; 1 John 4:9; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 1:5; 1 Peter 1:3; 1 

John 5:18. 

The difference between him as a man and all the rest of his brethren and sisters, is that he was born first of the 

incorruptible seed, immortal, eternal, and born again of the flesh to mortality, subject to death; while the rest of us 

were first born of the corrupted will of man, exposed to sin and death, and must be born again to know immortality. 

 

OUGHT NOT CHRISTIANS TO KEEP THE SABBATH?  

Review and Herald – May 23, 1899 

Israel of old was called God's son, even his firstborn, and God called him out of Egypt. And when God's son 

indeed, his first-born, his only begotten Son, came into this world to deliver all from the realm and bondage of sin, 

that little child, God's first-born, was, at the direction of the Lord, taken into Egypt, and was brought out again… 
 

Christian Perfection 
A. T. Jones 
Review and Herald – August 1, 1899 
He was born of the Holy Ghost. In other words, Jesus Christ was born again. He came from heaven, God’s first-

born, to the earth, and was born again. But all in Christ’s work goes by opposites for us: He, the sinless One, was 

made to be sin in order that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. He, the living One, the Prince 

and Author of life, died that we might live. He whose goings forth have been from the days of eternity, the first-born 

of God, was born again in order that we might be born again. 
 

RIGHT AND AUTHORITY OF A SON.  

Present Truth – February 2, 1899 
Every son is necessarily the heir of his father. Legislation, knavery, the caprice of the father, or something else, 

may exclude a son from any share in the father's property ; but nothing can deprive any child that is born into the 

world of his essential heirship, namely, the parents' individual characteristics. The father bestows himself, 

whatever he may be, upon his son, and this is the son's essential heirship. Even so Christ is " the image of the 

invisible God " (Col. i. 15), " the brightness of His glory." Heb. i. 3. Humanity is imperfect, and can therefore only 

imperfectly reproduce itself, so that a son may be vastly inferior to his father in many or in all respects; but God, 

whose every way is perfect, reveals every perfection of His character in His Son—" the Beginning of His way." 

Therefore the only-begotten Son has by birthright the power and authority of the Father. Therefore it is that all 

judgment is committed to Him. To Him it is given to rule the nations, and at the last to break them in pieces like a 

potter's vessel; but this power is not arbitrarily bestowed; it is simply one phase of the working of the "power over 

all flesh " which Christ has in Himself, and which He uses for the salvation of mankind.  
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Necessity of Being “Born Again” 
W. N. Glenn 

Signs of the Times - January 17th 1900 

Jesus Christ was born again, born of the Spirit, in order that sinful, mortal man might be born again; for in no other 

way could we escape the penalty of sin, which is death. "Ye must be born again." Christ was the "first-born of 

every creature." He was with God, and He was God. John I:1. In order to save our lost race, He must be born 

again. He put off the nature of the Highest that He might take on the nature of the lowest.  
 

Present Truth 
G. I. Butler 
Review and Herald - July 14, 1904 p.9* 
...All truth is valuable. There is an immeasurable difference of value 'between truth and error. There are many 
truths that are eternal. God is the creator of all things: Christ is his only begotten Son. His word is ever true. These 
and other doctrines like them always have been true and always will be true… 
 
2000.—Begotten not of Blood, etc. John 1:13… If those that believe on His name were begotten of God, then how 

is Jesus the "only-begotten of the Father"? J. C. K. 

Signs of the Times - February 20, 1907 

...The aim of the book of John is not to give the nativity of Christ, but to give the power of His life in humanity. 

Christ was not begotten in just the way in which men are. He Himself declares, "I proceeded forth and came from 

God." John 8:42. Just how this all is we do not know, but we do know this, that He was the Son of God in a sense 

that no other was, because He was God; and yet just as truly are those who believe in Him begotten of God and 

become His children. 1 John 3:1. 

 

TRUE PURPOSE OF AN EDUCATION.  

By Elder M. C. Kirkendall, talk to the students and teachers in the Emmanuel Missionary College chapel  
Lake Union Herald – January 20, 1909 

...The people to whom Jesus was speaking thought that they knew God : that they were the chosen people of God. 

Yet while they all knew the image and superscription of Ceasar, they did not know the image of God. Had they 

known God, they would have recognized that right before them was One standing who was the image of God. 

 

...If you acquaint yourself with God so that you know Him, you will know His image when you see it. You will not be 

like those who knew the image of Caesar, but did not know Him who was in the image of His Father. In Col. 1:15 

we read, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature: for by Him were all things created, 

that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him and for Him: and He is before all things, and by. Him all 

things consist! " This verse tells us that Jesus was made in the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every 

creature. 
 

What think Ye of Christ? 

J. S. James 

The Oriental Watchman - January 1911 

The beloved disciple in writing his gospel, speaks of Christ as the word which was "in the beginning." John 1:1. 

This takes our minds back to the time when the heavens and earth were brought into existence. But even there, 

we have not reached "the beginning" of which John speaks. Standing at that point, the beginning of the material 

world, we may still go back in our imaginations to any length of time which we are capable of comprehending, and 

still we have not reached THE NATAL day of God's Son, the Christ. 
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Lesson 10, ‘Divinity of Christ’ 
O. A. Johnson 

Bible Doctrines, page 27, 1911 

1. Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father. John 1:14; 3:16, 18 / 2. Since Christ is begotten of the Father, he 

must therefore be of the same substance as the Father; hence he must have the same divine attributes that God 

has, and therefore he is God. / 3. The Father calls his Son "God," and therefore he must be God. Heb. 1:8-10.”  
 

Acknowledging Defeat  

John N. Quinn 
Youth’s Instructor – October 31, 1911 
Jacob became God's prince when he surrendered; every other person who surrenders is made a prince, yea, a 
crown prince, as he is joint heir with Jesus Christ, who is the crown prince of the universe. Jesus sits at the right 
hand of God, by virtue of his being the first-born of God, "angels and authorities and powers being made subject 
unto him."  
 

3826 — Michael - Could Michael have been properly called "the only-begotten Son of God" except by 

personification before He was born of a human mother? J. W. C. 

Signs of the Times - August 13, 1912 

We do not understand that the expression "the only-begotten Son of God" refers to our Lord as a human being. It 

would seem as if John 3:16 would exclude this: "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son."… 
What is implied in that "only-begotten Son of God" we do not know. We could not understand if it were told us. 

That is a part of the great mystery of godliness. But just how or why He is called that we do not know. In some way, 

in some sense, the Father is preeminent. This is indicated in various scriptures, and yet Jesus says, "I and My 

Father are one." Read also 1 Cor. 15:24-28. 'But this only-begotten Son of God who proceeded forth and came 

from the Father was given,' and given for sinners, given in the beginning, the' Lamb of God slain before the 

foundation of the world; and true to that purpose, "when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law," that we might receive the adoption of sons. And so the only-begotten Son 

of God was truly Michael, just 'the same as He was truly Jesus. 

 
S. N. Haskell 
The Cross and its Shadow(Book) 1914 
God gave His First-born for the redemption of the world; and for that reason in God's plan the first-born always 
inherited special privileges.  
 
Questions and Answers 
*Most likely from Editor, W. T. Bartlett 
Present Truth - April 26, 1915  
THE texts quoted show that Jesus Christ is the Son of God in a unique sense. Human beings are sons of God first 

by creation, and then by adoption, but Jesus is the Son of God by birth, "having become by so much better than 

the angels, as He hath inherited a more excellent name than they." Heb. i. 4, R.V. We make a somewhat similar 

distinction between the works of our hands, which we sometimes call the offspring of our brain or of our skill, and 

our own sons and daughters. Into the former we put a certain degree of effort; into the latter we put our very 

selves. So while both men and angels each reveal something of the wonderful power of God, in Christ all the 

fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily. 

...yet although the angels and men are sons of god, they have not inherited divinity: they rank not with their 

Creator, but are on a lower level as His creatures: they are not gods by nature. Jesus, on the contrary, shares all 

the attributes of Deity with His Father… No distinction is to be made between the Father and His Son Jesus Christ 

in respect of worship. all are to honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. John v. 23. So we conclude that 

Christ, as the only begotten Son of God, differs in no wise from the Father. One is to be worshipped and adored 

as much as the other.  
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How Old is The Law?  
HENRY E. ALSTON  
The Gospel Herald – June 1916 
Aeons before the existence of any creature, Christ the firstborn sprung from the Father. Col. 1:14, Psalms 2:7. By 
inspiration David tells us that it was the delight of the Son. to, do the"Father's will and that His law was within His 
heart. Psalms 40:7,8.  
 
Christ and His Father's Law Did He Change It?  
BY G. W. WHITE 
Signs of the Times – February 26, 1918 
Who is God's first-born?—It is Jesus, "who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature." 
Colossians 1: 15... 
 
The New Birth 
J. G. Lamson 
The Life Boat - March 1918 
Just another thought. Jesus was born twice. He was the only begotten of the Father. Isn't that true? And then he came and was 

born on this earth. Isn't that true? Jesus was born twice and every soul that gets into the kingdom will have to be born twice. 

Isn't that so? Did not Jesus say it? "Verily, except a man be born again he can not see the kingdom of God." There must be the 

second birth before we can possibly be saved.  
 
The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches  
Lucas A. Reed 
Signs of the Times – November 7, 1920 
The beginning of the creation was the greatest and the grandest of all beings, the Christ Himself. Not that He is a 
created being, for He was begotten, the only One begotten of the Father. But He it was who began the creation.  
 
THE CHRISTIAN'S INVISIBLE HELPERS  
By CHESTER E. KELLOGG  
Signs of the Times – January 4, 1921 
Thus the apostle declares that Christ created all things. This manifestly must include the angels; for John, in his 
Gospel, definitely states the same truth when he declares, "All things were made by Him; and without Him was not 
anything made that was made." John 1:3. CHRIST ONLY IS BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER. All others, animate 
and inanimate, worlds and the inhabitants thereof, are the creation of His word.  
 
A Real Father  
A. J. Clark  
THE LIFE BOAT – December 1922 
Now let us take these same conditions and apply them in the great family-hood of God. He is our heavenly Father. 
Jesus Christ is His only Son, but according to the word of God He desires some day to complete His magnificent 
home and then to place in that home a large family of adopted children… But Jesus Christ the only begotten Son 
of our Father in heaven so loved the children that God intended to adopt into His family, that He said He was 
willing to come into this world and reveal to them by His own life the character and love that our heavenly Father 
has for us. (John 3:16).   
 
Christ's Picture of the Modern Church 
Taylor G. Bunch 
Signs of the Times January 4, 1927 
The Author of the letter further declares Himself to be "the Beginning of the creation of God" (Revelation 3: 14), or 
the "Beginning and Lord of God's creation."—Weymouth Translation. THIS CAN NOT MEAN THAT CHRIST WAS 
THE FIRST CREATED BEING, FOR HE IS THE ‘ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER.” It rather signifies that all  
created things had their beginning with Christ, the agent of God's creation. That all things were created by Christ 
as the spokesman of the Godhead is 'abundantly proved by many Scriptures. See Hebrews I:I, 2; Ephesians 3:9; 
John 1:1-3 ; Colossians I:13-16. 
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What is the Earth's Oldest Memorial? 
By D. H. Kress, M.D.  
ST The Canadian Watchman – May 1928 p.21* 
In His creative work God the Father had an associate. He said, "Let Us make man in Our image and after our 
likeness." Gen. 1:26. The being thus addressed was none other than the Son of God, for He alone was the 
express image of His Father. (Heb. 1:3.) In referring to Christ as the Creator of all things Paul says, "God hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the 
worlds." Heb. 1:1,2. By inheritance, as the only begotten Son of God, He obtained the name of His Father… 
 

The Christ of the Bible (Excerpt) 

George W. Shone 

Review and Herald - May 23, 1929 p.8* 
The name "Jehovah" means the "covenant God", the "Deliverer;" also means the "self-existing" God prerogative 

which Christ claims for Himself, see John 5:26). The name "Jehovah" is 'applied to the Son of God, as His 

distinguishing title. 
 

...The thought that "in Him were all things created" indicates that when the Son was begotten of the Father, in the 

days of eternity, all the power of creation was in Him… A careful reading of the first chapter of Hebrews reveals 

the fact that the Father Himself attributes to the Son the work of creation, and calls Him "God," a name which is 

His by inheritance from His Father.  
 

The Offering He Made 

G. G. Stewart 

Signs of The Times January 27, 1930* 
No fact is more clearly revealed in Scripture than that Christ, prior to His incarnation, was on an equality with His 

Father. In the opening verses of Hebrews He is referred to as Creator of the worlds, and upholder and heir of all 

things. Further, in Phil. 2:6 the writer states, "He thought it not a prize which must not slip from His grasp to be 

equal with God." (Lightfoot's translation.) "From the days of eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the 

Father." Although on an equality He did not hesitate, nor was He reluctant to take a lower place. It was man who 

had sinned and by man he must be redeemed. The Son of God, a member of the heavenly family by virtue of His 

being begotten of the Father, must descend to the level of humanity in order to pay the penalty for the human 

race… 

 

Bible Questions Answered by Calvin P. Bollman 
Review and Herald – January 30, 1930* 
The Sons of God "Who were the 'sons of God' referred to in Job 1:6?" It is believed by many, and that not without 

reason, that the sons of God of Job 1:6 were the "Adams " of other worlds. Of course all believers are sons and 

daughters of God, but Adam was pre-eminently a son of God by direct creation. (See Luke 3:38.) In a still higher 

sense Christ is the Son of God, not created, but begotten, and "the only begotten." (See John 1:14, 18 ; 3:16, 18 ; 

1 John 4:9.)... 

 
‘Studies in Church History’  
 N. J. Waldorf  

Ministry Magazine - July 1934 

“The expression "woman" is a figure of speech, or a symbol, and as such means the church, according to 

accepted prophetic interpretation. But it could not mean the Christian church, for that did not yet exist. Therefore, it 

must mean the Jewish church. The "man child" born could not be any other than the Lord Jesus Christ, for He 

alone shares the throne of God. He was born of the virgin Mary, and was the "only begotten" Son of God from the 

days of eternity.” 
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God Revealed to Men 
by A. R. OGDEN  
Signs of the Times – December 16, 1941 
Being made in the very image of His Father from the days of eternity, He could declare perfectly the love and 

character of the Father. To manifest this glory of the Father, Christ came from heaven to earth as the living Word. 

 
Ring Out, Bells of Heaven 

Dallas Youngs 

Signs of the Times Canadian – November 1944 

Jesus was born again nineteen centuries ago. Sometime, in infinity before that, He was "begotten" of His Father. 

Whatever that may mean, and more than that, we do not know. And wise is the man who refrains from speculating 

on what has not been revealed about divinity. In some mysterious way Jesus changed into a new existence when 

He was born of His human mother, Mary. He began to live the second time; yet He had lived before.  

 
Bible Lessons 

Dallas Youngs 

Signs of the Times – Januuary 1, 1946, Pg. 13* 
When was the Son brought forth? 

...Proverbs 8:22-30. Before any other creature was given life, God brought forth His Son, His only begotten Son, 

made of His own divine substance and in His express image. Christ was "first-born." The Son was given self-

existent life. He was made immortal; that is, He was given perpetual life within Himself. 
 

Jesus Gave Us Rest and Peace 

By John W. Halliday 

Signs of the Times Canada - November 1946 
The Saviour of the world, before He came down to earth and was born in Bethlehem, existed from the days of 

eternity. Read it, "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, ...out of thee shall He come forth unto Me... whose goings forth 

have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2. He was the "only begotten Son" of God in heaven. (John 

3:16.) He was "in the form of God" and "equal with God." (Philippians 2:5, 6.) He was "the express image" of His 

Father, His "appointed heir," and the one by whom all the worlds were created and by whom they were upheld… 
What a wonderful view the Scriptures give us of the nature, and character, and power, and glory of Christ before 

the world was made! 
 

The Deity of Christ (1947 paper) 

Charles Longacre 
We now come to the third group which hold that Christ was the only begotten Son of God, the Father, and that He 

was such from the days of eternity and was the only one who proceeded directly from God, being begotten by the 

Father before all creation, before anything was created in an empty universe. This group hold that the Son of God 

is equal to the Father, is the express image of the Father, possesses the same substance as the Father, the same 

life as the Father, the same power and authority as the Father, but that all these attributes were given to the Son 

of God by the Father, when He was begotten by the Father… 

 

...Of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, it is said in the Scriptures, "He is the only Begotten of the Father." The Son of 

God was not created like other creatures are brought into existence. He is not a created but a Begotten Being, 

enjoying all the attributes of His Father. Christ Himself explains His own relationship to the Father as follows: "As 

the Father had life in Himself," unborrowed, underived, original, independent, and immortal, "so hath He given to 

the Son to have life in Himself. John 5:26 
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THE DECALOGUE TIMELESS IN CHARACTER 

By John G. Mitchell 

Signs of the Times Canadian - May 1947 

...So eternal is the character of the ten commandments that we see God agreeing with His Son that the Son 

should give up His life—not to change the law, but to redeem sinners from the penalty of the law, and to establish 

the perpetuity of the law before the world that was lost in rebellion. 
 

...So Jesus, the Son of God, the Only Begotten of the Father, left the immediate presence of His Father and came 

to this revolted world. 
 

The HEAVENS and the EARTH Created Through Christ  
By John W. Halliday 

Signs of the Times Australian – September 26, 1949 
UNSPEAKABLY glorious in form and feature, in majesty and power, in tender beneficence, and in the express 

image of His Father, was God's only-begotten Son from the days of eternity… In the beginning what clear relation 

did the Son of God sustain to the vast universe? God brought forth His only begotten Son before the creation of 

the universe...  

 

“God is love.” His matchless love for fallen man, expressed in the gift of his beloved Son, amazed the holy angels. 
Christ was the heir of all things, by whom also the worlds were made. He was the brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the “express image of his person.” He upheld “all things by the word of his power.” In himself he possessed 
divine excellence and greatness; FOR IT PLEASED THE FATHER THAT IN HIM ALL FULLNESS SHOULD 
DWELL. And Christ “thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” YET he “made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” {BEcho January 1, 1887, par. 2}  
 
...Yes, Jesus leads the way. Who is He? He is the only begotten Son of God... {Lt7-1892.13} 
 
Who is Christ?—He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the Father as a word that expresses the 

thought,—as a thought made audible. Christ is the word of God... Christ was the likeness of God, the brightness of 

his glory, the express image of his person... {Youth Instructor June 28, 1894, par. 9}  

The Eternal Father, the unchangeable one, gave his only begotten Son, tore from his bosom Him who was made 
in the express image of his person, and sent him down to earth to reveal how greatly he loved mankind...{RH July 
9, 1895, par. 13}  
 

Christ should be uplifted as the first Great Teacher, the only begotten Son of God, who was with the Father from 
eternal ages. The Son of God was the Great Teacher sent into the world as the Light of the world... {Lt67-1895.4} 
 
As you believe in the revelation of God in the Scriptures, even so believe in me as the only begotten Son of God, 

the express image of His person. The manifestation of God’s love is to be communicated through the only channel 

by which His mercy can flow to you, the only channel through which your prayers can reach the Father ’s throne. 

You are to believe in me as you believe in God. The tide of His love is to flow through Me. {Ms184-1897.8}  
 

Christ, the only begotten Son of God, was the delegated messenger. He was ordained to do a work that even the 
angels of heaven could not accomplish. He alone could be trusted to do the work required for the redemption of a 
world all seared and marred with the curse. And in this gift the Father gave all heaven to the world. {RH February 
15, 1898, par. 8} 
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The dedication of the first-born had its origin in the earliest times. God had promised to give the First-born of 

heaven to save the sinner. This gift was to be acknowledged in every household by the consecration of the first-

born son. He was to be devoted to the priesthood, as a representative of Christ among men. {DA 51.1}  

 
We are to study the life of Christ. He was the Son of the only true God. {Ms182-1898.16} 
 

The prince of fallen angels conducted the warfare against the only begotten Son of God. {RH May 23, 1899, par. 9} 
 

Before Christ came in the likeness of men, he existed in the express image of his Father. He thought it not robbery 

to be equal with God...{YI December 20, 1900, par. 4}  
 

Christ’s divinity is to be steadfastly maintained. When the Saviour asked his disciples the question, “Whom say ye 
that I am?” Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Said Christ, “Upon this rock,” not on 
Peter, but on the Son of God, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” {RH March 2, 
1905, Art. B, par. 4} 

 

In order that man might be placed on vantage ground with God, Christ, the only begotten Son of God, made in His 
express image, came to this world and in the likeness of humanity lived a perfect life. “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.”...{Ms127-1905.14} 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He 

was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring 

homage of the angels was received by him as his right. This was no robbery of God. “The Lord possessed me in 

the beginning of his way,” he declares, “before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 

or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding 

with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth; while as yet he had not made 

the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there: 

when he set a compass upon the face of the depth.” {RH April 5, 1906, par. 7}  

 
Who was He? The Majesty of heaven. Who was He? He was the King of glory. Who was He? The Son of the 

infinite Father, one equal with God. {Ms180-1907.5}  

 
Read the account of Lucifer in Ezekiel 28. Bear in mind that history is to be repeated. A great education in 

experience does not help if it does not perfect the knowledge of the glory of God to exalt the Lord Jehovah and 

His only begotten Son Jesus Christ. Lucifer’s act to exalt himself will be a power he can exercise upon just such 

men as we shall have to deal with in our present and future experience. Read and understand Acts 9. {Lt189-

1909.21} 

 

...Did not God give Jesus, His only begotten Son?—He who was equal with the Father in the making of man... 

{Ms73-1909.18}  
 

John 17:5 – And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was. Did the Father glorify Christ in His pre-existence? 
 
In his article, “In His Image”, Review and Herald - March 2, 1922; Allen Moon stated:  
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness… So God created man in His own image." Gen. 1:26, 27. God 
used a more comprehensive word even than "image." He said "after our likeness," signifying not only image of 
person, but likeness in attributes and character...” 
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“...GOD IMPARTED TO THE SON A GLORY EQUAL TO HIS OWN. Jesus declared, " Thou lovedst Me before the 
foundation of the world." John 17:24. But the Father was not content to bestow all His love upon the Son, for " 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life."…Here, then, is the secret: The Father loved the Son, and glorified Him with a glory 
equal to His own. The Father loves the believer as He loves the Son; the Son, in turn, glorifies the believer with 
Himself. THE GLORY WHICH THE SON RECEIVED WAS LIKENESS TO HIS FATHER…” 
 
Now we know why: “...when God said to His Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was JEALOUS of Jesus.” 
{Ellen White, 1SG 17.1} 
 

In addition to this matter of creation, R. Hare wrote in The Bible Echo - October 1, 1893 (The Sabbath in 

the Gospel Age.—No. 5. With the Disciples): ”...why should that chief of the fallen angels hold such hatred 

toward the Sabbath? This will be easily answered when we remember that Christ was the Creator the one to 

whom God said, "Let us make man," and of whom it is written, " And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 

foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thy hands." Heb. 1:10. The Sabbath thus becomes the 

memorial of Christ's creative power. Since the rebellion in heaven, it has been Satan's studied plan to hide Christ 

from the eyes of humanity, and, whether by having it forgotten, despised, or exchanged for a rival, he would have 

that ever-returning memorial of THE GLORY AND POWER WITH WHICH GOD HAS INVESTED THE SON, 

ERASED FROM THE MEMORY AND HISTORY OF MAN…” 
You see, it is evident that: ”...Christ had a pre-existence before the world was; that he had a glory with the 

Father, and was equal in power with the Father, and with him created the earth.” — S. N. Haskell, Present Truth - 

October 6, 1887; “Thoughts on John 17:5” 

And that Lucifer: “indulged a desire for self-exaltation, and instead of seeking to enjoin upon all to give their 

affections and allegiance to their Creator, it was his endeavor to secure their loyalty to himself. He coveted THE 

GLORY WHICH THE INFINITE FATHER HAD INVESTED IN HIS SON. He gloried in his brightness and exaltation, 

and ASPIRED TO BE EQUAL WITH GOD. ONLY THE SON OF GOD WAS EXALTED ABOVE HIM, AS ONE IN 

POWER AND AUTHORITY WITH THE FATHER. CHRIST SHARED HIS FATHER’S COUNSELS, while Lucifer did 

not thus enter into the purposes of God...” — S. N. HASKELL, Bible Training School - October 1908 p.89; “Battle 

of the Bible - Origin of Battles” 
 

Lucifer therefore was: “...not content with his position, though honored above the heavenly host, he began to 

covet THE GLORY with which the FATHER HAD INVESTED IN THE SON... {Ellen White, ST June 10, 1903, par. 

1} 

And so we see that even from the days of eternity, before the world was that Christ was: “…the EXPRESS 

IMAGE OF HIS FATHER’S PERSON, and the angels could see in the Son a perfect representation of God. Lucifer 

coveted the HONOR AND GLORY GIVEN TO CHRIST. He became so self-exalted that he supposed that he 

could do anything he desired to do because of his high position as covering cherub, and he tried to obtain for 

himself the POSITION GIVEN TO CHRIST...” {Ellen White, Lt55-1903.15} 

The one God and Father of all, glorified His Son, a glory that He invested in and gave to His Son, a glory 

equal to His own. This is exactly Who Christ was, even then: "...A SON BEGOTTEN IN THE EXPRESS 

IMAGE of the Father’s person, and in all the brightness of his majesty and glory, one equal with God in authority, 

dignity, and divine perfection. In him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” {Ellen White, ST May 30, 1895, 

par. 3}  
 

You see: "Heavenly angels had SEEN THE GLORY which the Son of God shared with the Father before the 

world was...” {Ellen White, 4SP 197.3}"  
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And that same glory was what Lucifer wanted. But the glory that Christ had received from His Father... 

Lucifer couldn't have. The Father: "...WOULD NOT CONCEDE to Satan’s claim to a place above HIS ONLY 

BEGOTTEN SON... {Lt132-1910.4}" and "...INFORMED Satan THIS COULD NOT BE POSSIBLE. Christ WAS 

HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON...” {Ellen White, Lt157-1910.7}" 

These events led to the fall of mankind here on earth and the Son of God needing to come as the Son of 

man. “...Had He appeared with the glory that was His with the Father before the world was, we could not have 

endured the light of His presence. {Ellen White, DA 23.1} “...He could not have saved fallen man. He could not 

have made the sacrifice of His life, that He might in His death pay the penalty of sin... [Hebrews 12:2.] {Ellen White, 

Lt17-1899.6}  

This, Christ accomplished by the life He lived and His death. And so it was once again, "By raising Christ 

from the dead, the Father glorified His Son...” {Ellen White, ST May 10, 1899, par. 14} “...Christ was indeed 

glorified, even with the glory which He had from all eternity with the Father.” {Ellen White, ST May 17, 1899, par. 3}  

Proving to all that He was God's only begotten Son. “...the exaltation of the Son to that place of glory he had 

with the Father "before the world was" only adds "to the glory of God the Father." Phil. 2:11. THE SON EVER 

RECOGNIZED THAT ALL THE GLORY AND POWER HE HAD, CAME FROM THE FATHER. Rev. 3:14 ; John 

5:26. Even "when all things shall be subdued unto him [Christ], then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 

Him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.’” [1 Cor. 15:28.] — Eld. R. A. Underwood, Review and 

Herald – November 3, 1885; “ST. PAUL'S FAITH.—NO. 3.” 

And so it was, the prayer of Christ was answered: “And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 

the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” — John 17:5 

How was Christ to rule as the only begotten Son of the Father? 
 
Charles S. Longacre 
The Deity of Christ p.7 1947 
The Spirit of Prophecy says that there was and still is a difference in rank between God—the Father, and God’s 
Son. We read in Vol. 1 of the old Spirit of Prophecy [p.17] thus: “Satan in Heaven, before his rebellion, was a high 
and exalted angel, next in honor to God’s dear Son.” The implication is that God stands first in honor, His only 
begotten Son comes next, and Lucifer was next to the Son of God... 

                                                                                  
Again we read: “Jesus, God’s dear Son, had the preeminence over all the angelic hosts. He was one with the 
Father before the angels were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and gradually assumed command which 
devolved on Christ alone.” Why on Christ alone? Why not on God? Because Satan knew that the Son of God had 
come forth from the Father and was His Son, and he felt he should share equal honors with the Son.  
                                                                                 
...It will be noticed here that Sister White says that God the Father, “conferred special honor upon His Son”; and 
that “it was ordained by (God) Himself, that Christ, His Son, should be equal with Himself,” and that God “had 
invested” His Son “with authority to command the heavenly host.” This is in harmony with Christ’s own statement 
concerning His being equal with the Father in the beginning...We read again from the Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 1, p. 
18, that the Son of God “had been taken into the special counsel of God in regard to His plans.” The plans are 
God’s, not the Son of God’s. The Son of God is taken “into the special counsel of God.”  

 
Again we read, “Christ was acknowledged Sovereign of Heaven, His power and authority to be the same as that 
of God Himself.” God’s authority is absolute, Christ’s sovereignty of Heaven is “acknowledged.” ...Why did the 
loyal angels make a distinction between the Son of God and the Father? Because they knew that the Son of God 
had proceeded from the Father and that the Father was above all. ...Notice, the Father was in conference with His 
beloved Son, and not the Son in conference with the Father. The Father always comes first and the Son occupies 
a subordinate position. The Son occupied this subordinate position in the days of eternity before the worlds were 
created;... 
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"Thy Kingdom Come"  
By Milton C. Wilcox  
Signs of the Times - July 22, 1919 p.2* 
In that universal dominion, there is one supreme Ruler, the living, eternal, self-existent Jehovah. There is but one 
primal law, that which reflects His own character, the law of love, summarized in largely negative form for sinners 
in the Decalogue. There is but one Mediator between throne and subjects, the Creator of all UNDER GOD, His 
eternal Son. There is but one power, one life, pervading the universe, making Father and Son everywhere present, 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Son, operating “under God”, interesting right?   
 
The creation of our world was brought into the COUNSILS of heaven. There the covering cherub prepared his 
request that he should be made prince to govern the world then in prospect. This was not accorded him. Jesus 
Christ WAS TO RULE the earthly kingdom; UNDER GOD He engaged to take the world with all its probabilities. 
The law of heaven should be the standard law for this new world, for human intelligences... {Ms43b-1891}  
 
After talking of the status of Christ as the Son of God in heaven, Ellen White in this next quote then 
compares to him coming as the Son of man as says, “BUT HIS CHARACTER AND RELATIONSHIP TO GOD 
WERE UNCHANGED. He came to this world to stand the test that Satan refused to stand...”{Lt128-1910.16}  
 
So the Son acting subject to his Father in humanity was simply a continuation from His pre-existence. It 
also would stand to reason that Lucifer would have then operated under Christ. 

 
He was fully aware of the glory He had with the Father before the world was. But then He willingly submitted to the 
Divine will, and He was unchanged now. This was His time of trial and temptation; He must endure the test 
however cruel and cutting it may be. He saw Himself uplifted on the cross of Calvary, having suffered a shameful 
rejection at the hands of His own nation. But He knew that by suffering and sorrow and a cruel death He was to 
bruise the serpent’s head. The giving of His life was to be the price of the world’s redemption. {BEcho July 23, 
1900, par. 6}  
 
Do People Live on After Death Without Their Material Bodies?  
T. E. Bowen 
Signs of the Times - February 16, 1931 p.11* 
This father of lies—Lucifer, Satan—began his evil course beside the throne of God in heaven. It was there in his 
exalted position of commander, UNDER CHRIST, of the heavenly angelic host, that Lucifer departed from the truth 
and became the father of lies. He began by insinuating among the angels that GOD WAS AN UNJUST RULER 
because He denied this wise and beautiful angel — referring to himself — equal authority with Christ, GOD’S 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, whom the FATHER HAD SET FORTH AS ONE to receive the homage and worship of 
the angels EQUALLY WITH HIMSELF. Here the contest opened between good and evil—sin originated— when 
the first lie was put into circulation. Read about it in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14.  
 
Satan in Heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor to God’s dear Son... yet Jesus, 
God’s dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the angels 
were created. Satan was envious of Christ, and gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone. 
{1SP 17.1}  

 
Devolved – Rolled down; passed over to another. 
 
So again we see Christ, we see a chain of command being presented. Looking at this word “devolved” we obviously see 

passing from the Father to His Son, thus Christ was under the Father, even though we have seen that He was equal 

with the Father.  
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Why does the topic of the Divine Sonship of Christ always cause controversy? 
 
THE CONTROVERSY OF THE AGES. NO.  4. - The Son of God - By Unknown 
Signs of the Times - October 29, 1896 p.3* 
Pre-eminently He who afterward became Jesus had been declared to be the Son of God before the world was. He 
was one with the Father, possessing glory with the Father (John 17:5), of "the very image of His [the Father's] 
substance" (Heb. 1:3, R. V.); but his claim to the eternal SONSHIP and equality in counsel and work and honor 
had been DISPUTED BY that being who stood next to the Son, the one above all others who in himself sealed up 
the sum of all created wisdom and beauty (Eze. 28: 12). He not only disputed the right of the Word of God to his 
position, but lie led others to do the same, and a third of heaven's spirits of light revolted. The universe became 
divided by the entrance of sin. But the doubts of Satan and his myrmidons did not affect THE FACT OF THE 
SONSHIP of the Word. He was the eternal Son of God still. To him the Father said, "Let US make," etc. 

 
The Darkness of Millennial Dawn  
BY JOHN N. QUINN  
THE ORIENTAL WATCHMAN – May 1913 p.136* 
Sin entered heaven through Lucifer's refusal to acknowledge Christ's EQUALITY with the Father, and this has 
been the basis of Satan's contention ever since. When Jesus tabernacled with men, in the wilderness and again 
on the cross, the taunt was, "If Thou be the Son of God." The Jews had but little controversy with Christ except on 
the question of His deity and His lordship over the Sabbath, the seventh-day of the week. With them He 
blasphemed when He declared His EQUALITY with God. His persistence in claming DIVINE SONSHIP caused 
His death. 
 
The development of sin inside Lucifer: 
 
THE “STRONG ARMED MAN” OVERCOME 
R. F. Cottrell 
Gospel Sickle – September 1887* 
But a "stronger than he " will eventually overcome him. And now we see why it was necessary for the Son of God 
to come to earth to become its Saviour. Whoever would 'come and wrest from Satan the possessions he had 
gained, must of necessity be stronger than he; hence none of the angels of lesser order would be sufficient for the 
task. Christ's position in heaven was superior to that occupied by Satan before he fell. It was this, indeed, that 
excited Satan's envy; he became ambitious for higher honors. Hear the testimony of the prophet: "How art thou 
fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground which didst weaken the 
nations For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I 
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north; I will ascend above the hights of the 
clouds; I will be like the Most High." Isa. 14:12-14 This shows that he aspired to the position of the Son of God, 
who is equal with his Father. Phil. 2:6.   
 
The Sin of Envy 
W. A. GOSMER 
Review and Herald – November 23, 1911 
This is one of the commonest as well as one of the oldest sins in existence. It originated in heaven with Lucifer, 
who was envious of the position of Christ… Christ, who was occupying his rightful place with his Father. Lucifer 
became discontented because another possessed what he wanted for himself… However, the supreme, 
overmastering passion to supplant Jesus was so great that Satan was willing to see him go down covered with 
infamy if only he himself could be exalted to Christ's place. This was the practical outworking of envy…  

  
Christ and the Sabbath  
W. W. Prescott 
The American Sentinal – January 25, 1894* 
The root of the trouble which caused Satan to be cast out of heaven, which brought rebellion into the government 
of God, and which has resulted in this earth being cursed by sin, was simply this: that Satan, given this exalted 
position in the presence of God, was not yet satisfied, but envied the position occupied by the Son of God, and  
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desired that the honor which was bestowed upon Jesus Christ should be bestowed upon himself. God had given 
him an exalted position, yet it did not satisfy his ambition, and he sought the place occupied by Jesus Christ. 
Persisting in this, and refusing to give up his own way and his own selfish ambition, he was necessarily cast out of 
heaven. From that day he has worked on this same line. He has stirred up just that same feeling of self-exaltation 
in the hearts of the human family, and all these centuries, he has not given up that one plan and project of his, 
which is that, if possible, he should occupy the place which belongs to Christ; that, if possible, the homage due to 
Christ should be paid to himself instead of to Christ. And from that 'time to this he has tried to put himself in the 
place of Christ; he has tried to turn men away from God as manifested through Jesus Christ. 
 
The Mystery Series No. 3 - The Mystery of God's Eternal Purpose 
John Orr 
The Signs of the Times - March 15, 1899 p.5* 
...Even while the plan for carrying out the purpose of God was being perfected between Father and Son, a dark 
plot was brewing in heaven itself; confusing sentiments were being quietly disseminated. One who had stood high 
in the councils of heaven was harboring thoughts of rebellious discontent, which led him to say in his heart, "I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God." Not being satisfied with the position assigned him, his ambition led him to 
attempt the exaltation of himself above his associates, even to the highest place under God. He therefore said, "I 
will be like the Most High." Isa. 14:12-14.  
 
PRINCIPLES BY WHICH TO INTERPRET PROPHECY.—NO. 4  
BY ELD. D. T. BOURDEAU 
Adventist Review and Sabath Herald – December 18, 1888 p.788* 
ENVY originated with Lucifer in heaven, and was first exercised toward the Son of God. It was expressed by 
Lucifer (thenceforward Satan) to the angelic host, many of whom indorsed it and took it into their characters, 
thereby sealing their destiny. 
 
The Twin Sister of Gossip  
By Mary Alice Hare Loper  
The Youth’s Instructor September 3, 1912* p.13 
The first sin that ever darkened the universe of God was that of jealousy. Lucifer, the anointed cherub, occupying 
in heaven the exalted position next to Christ Himself, became jealous — jealous of the Son of God — and 
cherished this sinful trait of character until he lost his position, lost the blessed association of holy beings, and was 
banished from the courts of heaven. 
 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: "ARE ITS DOCTRINES TRUTH OR ERROR? Are There Evil Angels?  
GEO. I. BUTLER  
Review and Herald - March 4, 1902 p.137* 
He determined to be like the Most High, to EXALT HIMSELF above the Son of God, or at least to be His equal, till 
finally it was necessary for the peace of heaven to thrust him and all who rebelled with him, out of that holy 
habitation.  
 
Who Is Michael?  
EDITH STARBUCK  
Signs of the Times – October 22, 1918 p.14* 
...We are told that because of his beauty, he became proud, and said, "I will be like the Most High." Notice that this 
was just the meaning of Michael's name— "Like unto God." Lucifer, by his own admission, was not equal in power 
to Michael, else he would not have been jealous, and coveted Michael's place and power. The expression "the 
first prince," used with reference to Michael, also substantiates this idea. 
 
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT  
M. H. Jensen 
Central Union Outlook – February 4, 1930* 
We see it at the foundation of the first sin: "I will be like the Most High." (Isa. 14:14.) But what was back of this 
declaration? Self-pride and jealousy. Lucifer felt that his unusual powers and influence had not been duly 
recognized when God said to His Son, “Let us make man in our image." (Gen. 1:26.)  
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Beware With What Judgment Ye Judge  
T. E. Bowen 
The Church Officer’s Gazette – May 1941 p.1 
Since that day when the prince of angels in heaven sought to EXALT himself above the Son of God, allowing 
thoughts of sin to enter his heart, "to dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the wisdom and 
love of the Creator," contention and strife for power and the highest place have existed in the Father's once 
peaceful and happy universe.  
 
Who Created the Devil and what will become of him?  
By H. A. Lukens 
THE CANADIAN WATCHMAN – July 1930 p.21 
He was made perfect, but by his own VANITY he made himself into an evil being. We read of his ambition in 
Isaiah 14:12-14, when he boastingly said, "I will be like the Most High." There was one greater than he —Christ, 
THE SON OF GOD. The ambition of this being lead him to say, "And I, too(My note: along with the Son of God), 
will be equal with God; I will be as great as Christ(My note: Christ, who was equal with God)." Remember it was 
Christ who had made all things. This being owed his very existence to Christ in co-operation with the Father. Yet 
he determined to assert his equality with his Creator.  

 
SELF-EXALTATION 
A. W. S. CUNNINGHAM  
Present Truth - August 2, 1906 p.483* 
But Lucifer began to think that all this wisdom, all this glory and all this power was INHERENT in himself; he forgot 
his DEPENDANCE upon God, and as self-exaltation was fostered and matured in the heart of this covering 
cherub he determined to be equal with the Father, which position was held ALONE by Christ the Son of God. Said 
he: "I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. ...I will be like the Most High." ...But sin, which originated with 
the SELF-EXALTATION of Lucifer, will be for ever exterminated with the exaltation of the Son of God... 
 
By whom were the angels and all other things created? 
 
The Commandments of God, and the Mark of the Beast brought to view by the Third Angel of Rev. xiv, considered 

in connection with the Angel of Chap. vii, having the Seal of the Living God  
By H. Edson 

Review and Herald - September 30, 1852 

Perhaps some may say that 2 Peter ii, 1, refers only to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as the one "that bought 

them;" and that the rejecting of the fourth commandment does not deny Jesus Christ. To this, we reply that God 

created all things by Jesus Christ, The Son of God was co-worker with the Father, and identified with him in the 

great work of Creation.— "The Son of God had glory with the Father before the world was, and he was loved of 

the Father before the foundation of the world." John xvii, 5, 24. 

 

"In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. The same was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made by him, and without him was not any thing made that was made." "And 

the word was made flesh and dwelt among us." John i, 1-3, 14. "Who is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of every creature; for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 

invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for 

him; and he is before all things, and by him all things consist." Col. I, 15-17. " 

 

And God said, Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR likeness." Gen. i, 26. From these texts it is clear that 

the Son of God was identified with the Father in the great work of Creation. " The Sabbath was made for man, and 

not man for the Sabbath; therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." Mark ii, 27, 28. He is the Lord of 

Creation. The Lord of Sabbath signifies Lord of hosts or armies. He is the Lord of the hosts of Creation, and God 

of armies. Gen, ii, 1 ; Isa. i, 9 ; Rom, ix, 29 ; James v, 4. The Sabbath is the sign, or memorial of the great work of 

Creation. 
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Hence, he that rejects and denies this memorial, rejects and denies not only the Great God, but, also, his Son, by 

whom and for whom all things were created. Again, the Great God and his Son Jesus Christ are co-workers, and 

are identified together in the great work of redemption. God has bought, or redeemed his people by his Son Jesus 

Christ. "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life." John iii, 16; 1 John iv, 9. 

 

Looking Unto Jesus 1898* 
Uriah Smith 
Christ as Creator 
God alone is without beginning. At the earliest epoch when a beginning could be, a period so remote that to finite 

minds it is essentially eternity, appeared the Word. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.” John 1:1. This uncreated Word was the Being, who, in the fulness of time, was made 

flesh, and dwelt among us. His beginning was not like that of any other being in the universe. It is set forth in the 

mysterious expressions, “his [God’s] only begotten Son” (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9), “the only begotten of the Father” 
(John 1:14), and, “I proceeded forth and came from God.” John 8:42. Thus it appears that by some divine impulse 

or process, not creation, known only to Omniscience, and possible only to Omnipotence, the Son of God 

appeared. And then the Holy Spirit... the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the divine afflatus and medium of their 

power, representative of them both (Psalm 139:7), was in existence also.  

This Son was in the likeness of the Father, and was equal with the Father. So Paul testified to the brethren at 
Philippi. Philippians 2:5-8… With the Son, the evolution of deity, as deity, ceased. All else, of things animate or 
inanimate, has come in by creation of the Father and the Son - the Father the antecedent cause, the Son the 
acting agent through whom all has been wrought. No ranks of intelligences, it matters not how high, above or 
below; no orders of cherubim or seraphim; no radiant thrones or extensive dominions, principalities, or powers, but 
were created by our Lord Jesus Christ. He was before them all, above them all, and the supporter of all; for by him 
all things consist.”... 
 
CHARACTER, ABOVE AND BEFORE ALL. 
G. B. Starr 
The Bible Echo – June 24, 1901* 
Jesus announced that He Himself was the beginning of the creative work of God. "These things saith the Amen, 
the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of God." Rev. 3:14. Thus, before God made a single 
world; before He decked the hills and valleys; before He built the landscape; before He made the tinted flower, 
and fruit, and foliage; before suns, and stars, and systems, Jehovah brought forth a person, a character—an 
image of Himself—to reveal to all others yet to be created, a correct standard of character. And "it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." God hid in Him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and 
placed Him before all things. Col. i:17, i8. He made Him the upholder of all things (Col. I:17 ; Heb. I:2, 3), and the 
Creator of all intelligences in heaven and on earth. Col. 2:16… From the beginning Christ possessed the divine 
nature, yet He clung not to equality with God…  

 
God the Creator 
H. C. GOODRICH 
The Caribben Watchman - March 1910 p.4* 
...The universe was only space, it was empty; and only God existed. 
Then Christ was born, "The only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." John I: 14. He is before all things. 
Col. I:17. John says "In Him was life." John. 1:4. And Jesus says of Himself, "As the Father hath life in Himself; so 
hath He given to' the Son to have life in Himself." John 5:26. Therefore it is as plain as words can make it, that 
with God the Father the beginning of life, the source of all is existence and power. It is also just as plain that the 
Father associated His Son with Him in the kingdom that was to be established, and made Him equal to Himself in 
that kingdom… it was Jesus the Son of God who was with God in the beginning, and that all things were made by 
Him. ...John. I:1-3. This makes it absolutely certain, as certain as that God's word is true, that God sent His Son, 
whom He Himself calls God, and gave Him the power of life in Himself to bring into existence all the worlds and 
everything that has life; and this power God uses to prove that He is the true God…. 
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The Youth’s Lesson: V - God's Unspeakable Gift  
Youth’s Instructor – April 24, 1902 p.7* 
When, therefore, he was BEGOTTEN, OR BORN, the very essence of every living thing was born in him. In him 
was the creative, or life-giving, principle (John 5: 26), and the sustaining principle, by which all things consist, or 
hang together... 
 
The Pre-existence of Christ 
By E. Hilliard 
Signs of the Times Australia – August 28, 1911 
Before any creature or thing, animate or inanimate, was brought into existence, Christ was one with His Father 
and shared His glory. He was, and still is, the express image of His Father's person. He was appointed heir of all 
things, and all the worlds were made by His infinite, creative power. Heb. I:1-3…  
 
THE ORIGINAL COUNCIL BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON.—NO. 1.  
S. N. Haskell 
Review and Herald – May 5, 1896 p.282* 
Back in eternity, before anything was made, prior to the existence of angels, worlds, or created intelligences of any 
kind, God and the Son existed, and a council was held between them concerning the creation of all things " that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible."... 
 
Christ then proceeded to create angels with their different orders and positions,— seraphim and cherubim. Lucifer, 
"the Lightbearer," the sharer of God's throne, was then created, the first of the covering cherubs, holy and 
undefiled. He was beloved and reverenced by the heavenly host, angels delighted to execute his commands, and 
he was clothed with wisdom above them all. He stood in the presence of the great Creator; and the ceaseless 
beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him. But Christ was their Creator, and stood above them 
all. Christ thus began the accomplishment of the eternal purpose of the Father. 
 
A TESTING TRUTH.  
BY D. E. SCOLES.  
Signs of the Times – April 23, 1894 
Christ created the world (John 1 : 1-3; Col. 1 : 13-16; Heb. 1: 8-10); and as the Creator of time worlds, he set up a 
monument of his creatorship. Creation is a proof of divinity. Only two beings in the universe can create— God the 
Father and God the Son... 

 
Did the World Make Itself?  
By E. Hilliard  
Oriental Watchman and Herald of Health – November 1932 p.30* 
The Scriptures declare that God the Father, conjointly with His Son made the worlds, upholds them by His infinite 
power, and further states that the Son is the express image of His Father's person. See Heb. 1:1-3; Col. 1:13-18. 
Creative power is vested in no other beings but God the Father and Christ His son.   
 

Who Made THE DEVIL? And if God Did, WHY?  
By L. Warren Taylor  
Signs of the Times Canada – September 1945 p.6* 
The immediate Creator of all things was the Son of God, called in John 1:1-3, 14 "the Word." "In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by Him ; and without Him was not anything made that was made ... 

 
We also read in Hebrews 1:1, 2, "God. who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all  
things, by whom also he made the worlds." These texts point out clearly that the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ, 
were united in purpose in CREATING the world, and it was over this fact that the one who is now called Satan fell. 
Before he fell he was Lucifer, "son of the morning", "day-star," or "light bearer. 
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Your Soul Needs a Rest 
Asa T. Robinson 
The Watchman Magazine – May 1935 
As the Father and the Son rested from the work of creation on the Sabbath, and as Christ rested on that day from 
the work of redemption, surely it becomes us, as followers of Christ, to follow in His sacred footsteps.  
 
The Sabbath was Made for Man 
George B. Starr 
The Watchman Magazine – November 1938 
The information given to all the world by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God the Father, and the co-
worker with Him in the marvelous creation, in Mark 2:27, is that "the Sabbath was made for man." Jesus thus 
clearly states that the Sabbath day was made for all mankind, not exclusively for the Jew or the Christian, but for 
all nations and all peoples.... The Sabbath was the rest day of both the Father and the Son at the close of the first 
week of time. The six days, with their marvels of creation, were crowned by the making of the Sabbath  

 

Whence Came Evil?  
By Leonard C. Lee 
Review and Herald – March 22, 1951 p.5* 
...The Father and the Son were together before the earth was created...It was then that in planning for the creation 
of angels and men the Father and the Son made the plan of salvation...He became jealous of the Son of God... 
 
I’m not Afraid of Ghosts 
By Leonard C. Lee 
Signs of the Times – September 11, 1956 p.5* 
Far back in the past the Son of God was associated with the Father in CREATING THE ANGELS. It was then that 
the Father said, "Let all the angels of God worship Him." Hebrews 1:6. Angels are God's messengers to do His will. 
They are sent to the farthest worlds in space, or sing praises around the throne... Some angels are known by 
name. One angel said to Zacharias, "I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God." Luke I:19. Another angel 
whose name we know is Lucifer. He also once stood in the presence of clod as a covering cherub. The covering 
cherubim were symbolized by golden angels hovering over the mercy seat above the ark in the temple.  
 
The Bible in Science 
BY MARION E. CADY  
Review and Herald – May 10, 1934 
But the Bible plainly teaches that only God and His Son can give life to any human being or to anything they have made.  

 
WAS THE EARTH CREATED IN 144 HOURS? 
By J. S. Washburn 
THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES August 12, 1912 
IF the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? Creation is the foundation of all things, physical and 

spiritual. God "created all things by Jesus Christ." "All things were made by Him; and without Him was not 

anything made that was made." Jesus "is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: for by Him 

were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 

dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, 

and by Him all things consist" (hold together). Ps. 11:3 ; Eph. 3:9 ; John I:3 ; Col. I:15, 16, 17. 

 

All existence, all life, is entirely dependent upon creation, and the uninterrupted continuance of creative power. 

What was there before God created all things through Jesus Christ? A boundless void, an utter vacuum—nothing. 

Christ is "the wisdom of God." i Cor. I:24. Christ, personified as wisdom, speaks of Himself in the eighth chapter of 

Proverbs, and describes… 
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...This is a wonderful description of Christ who is "from the days of eternity" (Micah 5:2, margin), and also of the 

time before the Creator's "works of old," before the earth, before "the depths," before " the chief part of the dust," 

before "the clouds," before anything was but God Himself; before all things visible and invisible, before the very 

elements, before matter, before angels, before principalities and powers, before all things, before electricity, before 

gravitation, before cohesion, and adhesion, for "by Him all things consist" (hold together), adhere —that is, the 

very same power that created, holds together, preserves, keeps. 

 
Genesis 1:26 - In whose image were man made in? 
 
And I saw that when God said to his Son, Let us make man in our image, Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished 
to be consulted concerning the formation of man. {1SG 17.1} 
 

Scriptural Investigation. 

BY M. E. CORNELL. 

Review and Herald – December 23, 1862 

When God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness," Gen. i, 26, he addressed his Son, who Paul 

says was in the express image of his person, Heb. i, 3, making it sure that man was in the image of God's person, 

and not of his attributes or qualities. 
 

The Sabbath. 

E. Jones 

Review and Herald – November 13, 1866 

Was there any one who acted in conjunction with the Father in the creation of the world? Says John, "In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made." John i, 1-3. Here we 

learn that Jesus Christ was in the beginning With God, and there was nothing made without him. Even in the last 

great crowning work on the sixth day, the Father said to the Son, Let us make man in Our image. We see by this 

language that the Son acted in conjunction with the Father in the creation of all things. After this he with the Father, 

passed through the seventh day's rest, and then he, with the Father, set apart this seventh day of rest for the 

benefit of man, and for the purpose of being remembered by him throughout all coming ages as the Creator of the 

universe. 
 

THE GRACE OF HUMILITY 

G. I. Butler 

Review and Herald – March 24, 1868 

He was with the Father before the worlds were created, and he was the agent by which that work was 

accomplished. With him the self-existent God consulted before he made man, when he said, " Let us make man in 

our image." He was exalted high above all the angelic host. This glory far transcends anything that the imagination 

of man can conceive. 
 

Bible Hygiene 

James White 

Review and Herald – February 18, 1875 

This is seen in the words of Jehovah to his Son, in the beginning, " Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness... 
 

...He who was equal with the Father in the creation of man was commander, lawgiver, and guide to his ancient 

people. {RH March 2, 1886, par. 2} 
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"THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN” 
G. W. Morse 

Review and Herald – November 29, 1887 

The Father and Son co-operated in the creation of the world. The Father said to the Son, "Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness." All things were made by Christ, and "without him was not anything made that was 

made." John 1:1-3. 
 

Man was to bear God’s image, both in outward resemblance and in character. Christ alone is “the express image” 
(Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was formed in the likeness of God...{PP 45.2} 
 

SABBATH BLESSINGS. 

S. N. Haskell 

Review and Herald – May 25, 1897 

It was Christ who created the world. "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible." Col. 1:16. God was with Christ in the creation of all things. "God said, Let us make man in 

our image, after our likeness." Gen. 1:26. The first chapter of Genesis, with the first three verses of the second 

chapter, is simply a statement of what occurred on the first seven days, and the definite article "the" precedes 

each day of the seven. It was therefore Christ, with the Father, who rested on the seventh day of this world's 

history. 
 

CREATED FOR, AND TAUGHT BY, THE LORD 

William Covert 

Review and Herald - April 25, 1899 

The Father and the Son united in saying, " Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." 
 

CHRIST IN CREATION AND REDEMPTION. 

E. BATTERSON 

The Oriental Watchman – June 1900 

1. Jesus was one associated with the Father in the beginning. Gen. 1. 26: "And God said, Let Us make man in 

Our image, after Our likeness." 
 

THE SIGN OF SANCTIFICATION. 

G. W. Morse 

Bible Echo – November 29, 1900 

When the Lord was about to create the human race, He said to His Son, "Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness." Gen. i:26. 
 

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...So God created man in His own image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female.” Genesis 1:26, 27...{Ms236-1902.2} 

We take not the fallacies of man but the Word of God that man was created after the image of God and 

Christ...Hebrews 1:1-3. {Ms236-1902.4} 

 

THE DIVINE PURPOSE. 

BY G. A. SNYDER. 

The Bible Echo - October 20, 1902 

"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth." Gen. I:26. This is the first record of the 

agreement between the Father and Son concerning man:... 
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The Personality of God 

S. N. Haskell 

Review and Herald – October 8, 1903 

At the creation God said to Christ, " Let us make man in our image, after our likeness 
 

“And God said, Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness.” Whom did He address?—The Lord Jesus 

Christ, who declares Himself to have been with the Father from the beginning...{Ms43-1906.6} 
 

The Saviour's Rest Day 

Bible Training School - August 1906 

There were two associated together in the work of creation for the record reads: "Let us make man in our image 

after our likeness." Gen. 1:26. The Father and the Son united in the work of creation and also rested together 

upon that first seventh day of time. Gen. 2:1-3. 
 

CHURCH AND STATE 

ALLAN MOON 

Bible Training School – April 1907 

In the beginning God created man to have dominion over the works of his hands. "And God said, let us make man 

in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." Gen. 1:26.  
 

The Son of God was the active agent in creation; for of Him it is said, " For by Him were all things created, that are 

in heaven and that are in the earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 

or powers: all things were created by Him and for Him." 
 

The Sabbath on a Round World 

H. W. COTTRELL 

Signs of the Times – December 18, 1907 

The Father said to the Son, "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness." Gen. 1:26.  
 

The Creation of Adam His Being. 

By H. E. Armstrong 

Present Truth – October 29, 1908 

We will read from Gen. i., verse 26: "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness… This 

purpose, which formed the subject of the sacred counsel between God the Father and God the Son, was not a 

new-born idea on the sixth day of creation. 
 

Did not God give Jesus, His only begotten Son?—He who was equal with the Father in the making of 

man...{Ms73-1909.18} 
 

Man Created a Living Soul 

William Covert 

The Columbia Union Visitor – June 25, 1913 

God, counseling with his Son (Eph. 3:15) in creation, said, "Let Us make man in our image, after our 

likeness...Gen . 1:26, 27. 
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Predestination 

CLARENCE SANTEE 

Australian Record - July 13, 1914 

It was to be inhabited by man, who, in God's plan, was to have unending life. "And God said, Let us make man in 

our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the earth." Gen. 1 :26... 

...This creation was the work of Christ in counsel with His Father. This is made certain by many texts of Scripture. 
 

THE ALL-SURVIVING WORD. 

H. F. D 

Present Truth – April 23, 1914 

...His control of these elements was due to the fact that in the beginning He was associated with His Father in 

their creation. Christ stood before His disciples as the maker of heaven and earth, the Word of God made flesh. 

Christ's claim that He had been associated with His Father in the beginning was in perfect harmony with the 

inspired record of creation, penned by Moses the prophet: "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness." Gen. i. 26... 
 

Christian Science in Conflict with the Bible - Assuming to Be Based on the Bible, It Glaringly Contradicts What the 

Divine Book - JOHN H. HARTOG 

Signs of the Times – December 1, 1914 

God said to Christ, "Let US make man in OUR image." 
 

Mind Cure — No. 6 Christian Science 

GEO. D. BALLOU 

Review and Herald – July 22, 1915 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was with the Father before the foundation of the world, was joint Creator of the universe. 

It was he to whom the Father said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,"... 
 

BIBLE READER'S CLASS - Memorials 

Bible Training School – November 1915 

Gen. 1:26. In this verse we have recorded the conversation that took place between the Father and Son before 

man was created. " Let us make man in our image," etc. 
 

Man's First Birthday 

Horace G. Franks 

Signs of the Times Australian - December 24, 1917 

The Father said to the Son, ' Let us make man in our image,' and in the image of God Himself Adam was made... 
 

OUR GOD AND HIS CHRIST 

D. E. LINDSEY 

Review and Herald – June 20, 1918 

And God the Father said to the Word, his Son: "Let us make man in our image… So God created [in this manner, 
through the Word, the Son] man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created 

he them." Gen. 1:26, 27. 
 

THE SANCTUARY AND ITS SERVICES — NO. 3 

A. T. Robinson 

Review and Herald – August 22, 1918 

"Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness," was spoken in the counsels of the Father and Son. 
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REVERSING THE SIGNPOSTS on the Highway of Life 

T. E. Bowen 

Signs of the Times – November 23, 1920 

Later, the Father said to the Son, "Let Us make man in Our image." So the earth was fitted up, by the Father's 

power and command expressed through the word of His Son, for man's home. And man himself, in the image of 

God, was by that same Son created from the ground, to dwell in this beautiful home and enjoy it. 
 

The Final Act of Creation its meaning to the Christian 

By Byron E. Tefft 

Signs of the Times – October 25, 1921 

When Jehovah was about to create man, He said: "Let Us make man in Our image," intimating the association of 

a coworker in His own image. Who was with the Father before the creation of the world? Just before His 

crucifixion Christ said: "Father, glorify Thou Me...with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." John 

17:5. It was Jesus, then, who was with the Father in the beginning, and it was He who was "the express image of 

His person." Hebrews 1:3.  

 

The Love of God [Synopsis of a discourse given by Elder W. H. Wakeham, at the Berrien Springs College church, 

June 17, 1921.] 

Lake Union Herald - JUNE 29, 1921 

So in His eternal councils the Father said to his Son, "Let us make man in our image. 
 

The Sabbath of the Fundamentalist 

ROY FRANKLIN COTTRELL 

Signs of the Times – May 9 , 1927 

This testimony is clear. The Father and the Son shared together in the glory and honour of universal sovereignty. 

They counselled together at the time of Creation: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." Gen. 1:26. 
 

Why I Keep the Seventh Day of the Week as the Sabbath 

By DANIEL H. KRESS, M.D. 

Signs of the Times Canadian – July 1927 

In His work of creation God had an associate in His Son. In addressing Him, God said: " et Us make man in Our 

image after Our likeness, and let them have dominion… Col. 1:12-17. Thus, the Father and the Son were 

associated in the creation of the world. When the work was finished and pronounced "very good," They rested and 

were refreshed. 
 

What Is the Earth's Oldest Memorial? 

By DANIEL H. KRESS, M.D. 

Signs of the Times – May 1928 

In His creative work God the Father had an associate. He said, "Let Us make man in Our image and after our 

likeness." Gen. 1:26. The being thus addressed was none other than the Son of God, for He alone was the 

express image of His Father. (Heb. 1:3.) In referring to Christ as the Creator of all things Paul says, "God hath in 

these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the 

worlds." Heb. 1:1, 2. By inheritance, as the only begotten Son of God, He obtained the name of His Father… 
 

Evolution Disproved Genesis Defended REPORT OF ADDRESS BY W. J. GILSON, IN THE SOUTH 

MELBOURNE MISSION, SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 31 

Signs of the Times Australian – May 6, 1929 

Christ was indeed associated with the Father in the work of creation. Note the language of Gen. 1:26 : "Let us 

make man in our image." The first introduction the Bible makes to us of Christ is to present Him as our Creator. 
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Jesus Christ All in All 

W. G. Turner 

Signs of the Times – June 3, 1929 

"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness"—and Adam was created. That Christ was the 

image of the Father is plainly revealed in the Scripture: ...Heb. 1:1-3. Jesus was the express image of the Father's 

person, and this Jesus, "by whom He made the worlds," was the One who spoke the word whereby this and other 

worlds were brought into being. 
 

No SHORT CUTS to HEAVEN 

By HAROLD N. WILLIAMS 

Signs of the Times Canadian – Jul 1929 

When the Father created this earth He did not do it alone. We have noticed this in many places as we have read 

the Bible. For instance, when He made man He said, "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness." 

Genesis 1:26. Therefore, even in creation, we were created in our appearance and character as an imitation or 

likeness of God. God made the worlds by His Son. "All things were made by Him (the Son) and without Him was 

not any thing made that was made... 
 

Tracing GOD'S HAND In The Life-Processes 

By GEORGE THOMASON, M.D. 

Oriental Watchman - May 1935 

Of all the created things that remind one of God, man is the masterpiece in the image of God and of His Son, for 

He said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... So God created man in His own image, in the image 

of God created He him." 
 
When Lucifer saw that Christ had what he wanted, who did he blame for his troubles? 
 

Our High Priest in The Sanctuary  
W. R. French 
EASTERN CANADIAN MESSENGER – February 24, 1920 p.3* 
..."Showbread" means the "bread of prestrits" and signifies the presence of God and Christ. Upon the table were 
two plates, side by side. In front of it was the golden candlesticks, which are described in Rev. 4:5 as being 
"before the throne." The table of showbread was placed upon the north side, so God and Christ sat in the sides of 
the North and it was in this place that Lucifer wanted to sit when he aspired to be like God. See Isa 14:13. For 
further proof see also Patriarchs and Prophets pp. 348, 354.  
 
The Origin of Evil and the Changes of the Sabbath – Father of Lies 
By H. C. Giles 
Signs of the Times - April 11, 1900 p.4* 
From these scriptures we learn the following facts concerning the place Satan occupied in heaven before he fell: I. 
He was a CREATED being. 2. He was a cherub, an angel of high rank. 3. He was full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty... We see, then, that Lucifer was exalted in heaven more than any other angel, occupying a position 
second to God's only Son...  
 
The Cure for COVETOUSNESS 
By ROBERT H. PIERSON  
Signs fo the Times – March 20, 1945 p.4* 
Back in the days of eternity, before this earth was created, Lucifer, the beautiful covering cherub, dwelt in the 
courts of heaven. The prophet Ezekiel describes him as being "full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty." Ezekiel 
28:12. The time came when rebellion crept into Lucifer's heart. Strange questionings found their way into the mind 
of this beautiful being. He coveted Christ's unique relationship with the Father. Thus, in this subtle way sin was 
born in the heart of one of God's created beings. As sin grew, it developed into expression of open rebellion.  
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Notice these words of the covetous angel as recorded by the prophet: "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High." Isaiah 14: 13, 14. In coveting the position 
occupied by God's Son, Lucifer had broken the tenth commandment...  
 

WANTED - THE CURE FOR A SICK WORLD  

Frederick Lee 
Present Truth – August 24, 1950 p.6* 
Satan was an angel of light in the courts of God. He was high in the ranks of those who administered the affairs of 
heaven. Only one was higher than he, the Son of God. Not satisfied to take a secondary place, Satan sought a 
position equal with God. This could not be, as he was a created being... 
 
War in Heaven 
By William Wallace Ellis  
The Watchman Magazine – March 1943* 
Satan, or the devil, was once the most exalted angel in heaven, next to the Son of God in glory and power. God 
had created him a wonderful creature of wisdom, beauty, and leadership; after which God, had anointed and 
ordained him to stand at the left hand of His throne as the secretary of state for the whole universe, (Ezekiel 
28:13-19.)  
 
However, at the creation of this world God did not consult Lucifer, as he was then called. God wished to honor His 
only begotten Son by permitting Him to create this world (Colossians 1:13-17) according to His own good pleasure 
(Revelation 4:11). This imagined slight caused Lucifer to become jealous of Christ, and filled his heart with hatred 
toward this earth and its inhabitants, which Christ had made.  
 

The Triumph of the Remnant - An address given at the Session by the Bible Teacher of the A. M. College  
PASTOR J. B. CONLEY  
Australian Record – October 27, 1941 p.1 
When this proud angel rebelled in heaven his outstanding boast was, "I will be like the Most High." Now it hardly 

seems likely that this one who was "full of wisdom" could have aspired to usurp the place of God the Father, who 

was the Creator and Upholder of all. Rather does it seem that it was the place of Christ he coveted.  
This thought is borne out by God's servant in "Patriarchs and Prophets," pages 35, 36: "Not content with his 

position, though honoured above the heavenly host, he ventured to covet homage due alone to the Creator. ...And 

coveting the glory with which the Infinite Father had invested His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power that 

was the prerogative of Christ alone." Continuing, on page 36 we read: "To dispute the supremacy of the Son of 

God, thus impeaching the wisdom and love of the Creator, had become the purpose of this prince of angels." 

Apparently a rivalry with Christ, who was made in the “express image of the Father," was the basis of the ambition 

of this Lucifer who aspired "to be like the Most High." To the other angels who shared his disaffection it is said "he 

promised... a new and better government."—"Patriarchs and Prophets," page 40.  

 
Diversified Gifts by the Same Spirit  
T. E. Bowen 
 The Church Officer’s Gazette – June 1936 p.1* 
Lucifer, the highest commanding angel beside God's throne, became dissatisfied because he was not appointed 
service equal to or above that of the FATHER’S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON. 
 
The Why of Evolution - Is There a Reason For Its Existence?  
By G. W. RADER 
The Canadian Watchman – November 1928 p.8* 
Lucifer rebelled in heaven. He desired equality with Christ who was the active agent in creation. This the Father 
could not grant, hence his revolt. Since that insurrection there has been a controversy waging between Christ and 
Satan and the great arch-deceiver refuses to recognize the creative power of Christ. We see in all his history he 
questions this.  
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After the baptism of Christ while in the wilderness Satan approached the Saviour with these words. "If Thou be the 
Son of God command that these stones be made bread." Matt. 4:3. The Son of God has creative power. Now if 
Thou be the Son of God exert Thy creative power and relieve Thy hunger. Here Satan questioned the creative 
power of Jesus, also His profession as the Son of God. After the Saviour met the temptation with the words "It is 
written," Satan changed his point of attack but still questioned the authority of Jesus to claim the Sonship. "If Thou 
be the Son of God cast Thyself down." But here he met with the same result… In Matthew 27:39-40, we hear the 
chief priests and the scribes mockingly exclaim, "If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross." In verse 
43, "He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God… 

 
Satan is still the adversary of the plan of salvation and the enemy of the Saviour and so in these last days in order 
to draw the eyes of men from Jesus and to hide the glory which belongs to Him as the Creator, he brings in the 
theory of evolution and tries to establish it in the place of creation. If this can be done it will deny the Redeemer of 
humanity the power and Sonship of Jehovah.  

 
From the four texts John 1:1-3, 14, Eph. 3:9, Col. 1:16 and Heb. 1:1-2 it is obvious that Christ was the active agent 
of the Father in creation. Satan the great commander of the opposing legions refuse to recognise Jesus as the 
Creator and the Son of God… 

 
Angels and Their Ministry-1 ; Who are the Angels? 
By W. L. EMMERSON  
Review and Herald – July 19, 1945* 
The distance which separates the angels from man is infinitesimal compared with the gulf which separates the 
angels from the Son of God. The Son of God, we are told in the first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, is 
"much better" than the angels and has "a more excellent name than they." Verse 4. They are created beings; He is 
the "begotten" of the Father. (Verse 5.) To the Son He said, "Sit on My right hand." Verse 13.  
But on none of the angels did He confer this signal honour. Concerning the Son, God commanded the angels: "Let 
all the angels of God worship Him." Verse 6. But the angels are entitled to no such adoration. Elsewhere, in fact, 
we find the worshipping of angels expressly forbidden. (Col. 2:18.)  
 
The Scapegoat  
By W. R. FRENCH  
Review and Herald – September 10, 1931 p.7* 
He indulged in envy and hatred of the Son of God, and accused God of being unwilling to observe the principles 
underlying His own law… But God had a plan to reveal both His justice and His mercy. Love of man and of His 
Father prompted Jesus to offer Himself to God as a substitute for the guilty race. The grace and mercy of God led, 
Him to accept Jesus and His offering, and allowed Him to take man's sins upon Him and suffer the penalty which 
was theirs by right, not His.  
 
Covet the Best Gifts  
BY HELENA M. SARGENT  
The Church Officer’s Gazette – November 1946 p.14* 
Lucifer, whom we now call Satan, was the highest and most beautiful angel in heaven. His position was next to the 
throne of God... He pointed to Jesus, the Son of God, as an example of God's unfairness. Lucifer told the angels 
that Jesus was no more worthy of their honor and worship than he was...  

 
Who is the commander of the angels? 
 
You are not the leaders in this conflict, for Christ is there; the armies of heaven are enlisted in the warfare... 

“Looking unto Jesus” [Hebrews 12:2] we shall receive His inspiration, we shall know that we are fighting in full 

view of God, of loyal, holy intelligences, with all the children of light as companions.  
 

More than angels are in the ranks in every conflict; at the head is the Great General of armies, who says, “Be of 

good cheer; I have overcome the world.” [John 16:33.] Jesus will surround His faithful ones with a heavenly, holy 

atmosphere, their armor is invincible, their Leader never met with a defeat, and they are to advance to victory. 

{Lt103-1894.14}  
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...All the intelligences of heaven are in this army. And more than angels are in the ranks. The Holy Spirit, the 

representative of the Captain of the Lord’s host, comes down to direct the battle. Our infirmities may be many, our 

sins and mistakes grievous; but the grace of God is for all who seek it with contrition. The power of Omnipotence 

is enlisted in behalf of those who trust in God. {DA 352.2}  
 

He shows us the vast confederacy arrayed against us. He tells us plainly that we are battling against a mighty foe. 
But he assures us that we shall not be left to fight alone. Angels are in the ranks of God’s soldiers. And One more 
powerful than angels is there. The Captain of our salvation leads the way, saying, “Be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” {RH June 23, 1904, par. 17}  
 
To whom did the angels give honor? Who did they war against? 

 
E. J. Waggoner  
“Lucifer was the wisest and most beautiful of all the angels. HE WAS WITH GOD MORE THAN ANY OF THE 

OTHER ANGELS, AND WAS LOVED AND HONOURED NEXT TO CHRIST. God says that he was perfect in his 

ways from the day that he was created, till iniquity (sin) was found in him.” {PTUK February 22, 1894, p. 125.2} 

 
Finally Satan got his followers to believe that they were stronger than GOD AND HIS SON, and could easily 

overcome them and have the kingdom. Thinking of self he made his heart so ungrateful and cruel that he 

gathered his followers together and fought against his Creator! “And there was war in heaven,” Jesus and His 

angels fought against Satan; and Satan fought and his angels. BUT THE ONE WHO COULD CREATE WAS 

STRONGER THAN THE ONES CREATED, so the angels who had made themselves so evil could not overcome 

Jesus. And Satan was cast out of heaven and, as lightning, fell to the earth; and his angels were cast out with him. 

Once more love and harmony was in heaven. Never again came Satan into the beautiful home that he had left; 

but it was all his own fault.” {PTUK February 22, 1894, p. 125.6} 
 
THE DEVIL A MUSICIAN  
S. N. Haskell  
Bible Training School – April 1905 p.166* 
Satan was once an angel of God. He was the covering cherub. He was that Lucifer, who was "the light bearer," the 
sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His throne. He it was who once led the heavenly choir. He raised the first 
note, and all the angelic host united with him, and glorious strains of music resounded through heaven in HONOR 
OF GOD AND HIS DEAR SON. Think you he has lost his musical power? 
 
THE STANDING CONTROVERSY  
Uriah Smith 
Bible Echo - May 31, 1897 p.186* 
...Thus before all the universe did Satan prefer the charge against GOD AND CHRIST, that they ruled for 
themselves alone; that they cared nothing for their creatures, and would never do ought for their good; that they 
would keep i n subjection all other orders of beings, that they might profit by their degradation. 
 
The Great Deceiver 
By H. G. Miller 
The Worker’s Bulletin - December 12, 1899 p.90* 
IT is over six thousand years since Satan became dissatisfied with his home life in heaven. He had no reason for 
Complaint. He enjoyed all the bounties of heaven, and was a beautiful covering cherub. Eze. 28:17,14. He was a 
perfect being when created, and a great musician, having for his clothing beautiful and precious stones. Eze. 
28:13,15. But all this was not enough. He desired to be like the Most High (Isa. 14, 14), and was proud, rebellious, 
and disobedient.  
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His warfare was first especially directed AGAINST THE FATHER; THEN AGAINST THE SON, from the time he 
was born in Bethlehem until his resurrection; and now for 1,800 years especially it has been against God's people. 
As we learn of his deceptions and cruelty, we are led to exclaim with the prophet Isaiah, "How art thou fallen from 
heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morning."  
 
Satan the Originator of Evil  
G. I. Butler 
Signs of the Times Australian – June 1, 1908 
In process of time, Lucifer chose selfishly to desire power that God had not conferred upon him, and entered upon 
an ambitious course to become as God, thus becoming, instead of a willing servant, the adversary of God. And 
having entered upon such a course, he deceitfully influenced other angels to join him against the government of 
God, and His divine Son.  
 
Why Was Sin Permitted?  
F. M. Wilcox 
Review and Herald – April 6, 1944* 
...God the Father and Christ the Son were adored by every intelligence. No question had ever been raised 
regarding the righteousness and integrity of the heavenly government... 
 
GOD AND CHRIST AND HEAVENLY ANGELS were on one side, and Satan on the other. Notwithstanding the 

infinite power and majesty of GOD AND CHRIST, angels became disaffected. The insinuations of Satan took 

effect, and they really came to believe that the FATHER AND THE SON were their enemies and that Satan was 

their benefactor. Satan has the same power and the same control over minds now, only it has increased a 

hundredfold by exercise and experience. {T23 103.1}  

 
How is the downfall of Lucifer and the downfall of the Jews related? 
 
SATAN HAD CAUSED THE JEWS TO REBEL AGAINST GOD, BY REFUSING TO RECEIVE HIS SON(Lucifer 
caused some angels to rebel against God by refusing His Son), and in staining their hands with most precious 
blood in crucifying him. NO MATTER HOW POWERFUL THE EVIDENCE GIVEN OF JESUS' BEING THE SON 
OF GOD(The Father give evidence for His Son), the Redeemer of the world; they had murdered him, and could 
not receive any evidence in his favor. Their only hope and consolation, LIKE SATAN'S AFTER HIS FALL, WAS IN 
TRYING TO PREVAIL AGAINST THE SON OF GOD(Was no turning back for Lucifer). They continued their 
rebellion by persecuting the disciples of Christ, and putting them to death. Nothing fell so harshly on their ears as 
the name of Jesus whom they had crucified; and THEY WERE DETERMINED NOT TO LISTEN TO ANY 
EVIDENCE IN HIS FAVOR(Loyal angels reasoned with Lucifer). As in the case of Stephen, as the Holy Spirit 
through him DECLARED THE MIGHTY EVIDENCE OF HIM BEING THE SON OF GOD(Christ sought to show 
Lucifer where he was wrong), they stopped their ears lest they should be convinced. {1SG 101.1} 

 
Also of note: While obviously the Son of God was not literally put to death by the fallen angels during the 

rebellion, He would be in the future as a result of the rebellion So we can see that there is for sure a 

relation between the rebellious angels and the Jews.  

 

The Jewish nation, like: 

 
Lucifer refused to accept Christ as the Prince of heaven, his Sovereign and Leader. He refused to acknowledge 

the supremacy of the Son of God. The controversy between the Prince of life and the prince of darkness has been 

long and fierce. Those who place themselves under Satan’s banner, who refuse, as did the Jews, to yield 

allegiance to God or to obey His laws, can never be members of the heavenly family. They would make war 

against the law of Jehovah, calling it, as did Satan, a yoke of bondage. {RH March 12, 1901, par. 2} 
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Is there a connection between the Mount Sinai experience and the Controversy in Heaven? 

 

Though the angels had a knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, though they were happy in the glorious service 
which they did for the King of heaven, yet through the deceptive power of the evil one, through his crooked 
representations of Christ and the Father, he deceived a great company of angels, drew them into sympathy with 
himself, and associated them with himself in rebellion. Satan and his sympathizers became the avowed 
antagonists of God, established their own infernal empire, and set up a standard of rebellion against the God of 
heaven. All the principalities and powers of evil rallied to the work of overthrowing the government of God. {Lt43-
1895.39}  

 
Lucifer was the covering cherub, the most exalted of the heavenly created beings; he stood nearest the throne of 
God, and was most closely connected and identified with the administration of God’s government, most richly 
endowed with the glory of his majesty and power. The prophet writes of his exaltation, saying: “Thou art the 
anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked 
up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, 
till iniquity was found in thee.” {ST April 28, 1890, par. 1} 
 
Did they only gain this knowledge on the relationship between the Father and His Son after the Father 
assembled the heavenly hosts? The next two quotes reminds me of that assembly: 

 

When the law was spoken, the Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth, stood by the side of his Son, enshrouded in 

the fire and the smoke on the mount. It was not here that the law was first given; but it was proclaimed, that the 

children of Israel, whose ideas had become confused in their association with idolaters in Egypt, might be 

reminded of its terms, and understand what constitutes the true worship of Jehovah. {ST October 15, 1896, par. 4} 

 

What condescension was this, that the infinite God should stand side by side with his Son, while the law, which is 

the foundation of his government, was given. He would give his people an intelligent knowledge of his will. He 

does not command men to obey him when they do not understand what he requires. Here was displayed his 

wisdom, power, and love. Man was so dear to the Creator of the world that he spoke to him through Jesus Christ, 

with an audible voice, giving unmistakable evidence of his presence and majesty. {ST October 15, 1896, par. 5} 
 
There had been NO CHANGE IN THE POSITION OR AUTHORITY of Christ. Lucifer’s envy and 
misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ HAD MADE NECESSARY A STATEMENT of the true 
position of the Son of God; but this had been THE SAME FROM THE BEGINNING. Many of the angels were, 
however, blinded by Lucifer’s deceptions. {PP 38.1}  

 
A possible theory: The angels had a knowledge of God and His Son from their creation. They knew their 
positions and their relation to them at least to a certain degree, or perhaps Lucifer knew more due to his 
position. Lucifer began stirring trouble, confusing the minds of the angels. This caused the Father with 
His Son by His side, to set forth the position of His Son in front of the angels. He reminds them of their 
relationship, and what it meant in how they should also view His Son. 
 
Did Lucifer’s secrecy among the angels lead to others to seek higher positions aswell? 
 
There was contention among the angels. Satan and his sympathizers were striving to reform the government of 
God. They were discontented and unhappy because they could not look into his unsearchable wisdom and 
ascertain his purposes in exalting his Son Jesus, and endowing him with such unlimited power and command. 
They rebelled against the authority of the Son. {1SP 18.2}  
 
Satan wished to change the government of God, to fix his own seal to the rules of God’s kingdom. Christ would 
not be brought into this desire, and here the warfare against Christ commenced and waxed strong. Working in 
secrecy but known to God, Lucifer became a deceiving character. He told falsehood for truth. {Ms57-1890.2}  

 

109  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ezekiel-28-13_28-19/?fbclid=IwAR2l-sRHFjdgMUuwZqbYW6dSh0DUC2urQj1fU1jd_-FRcb2bMu28VMEssfU


Lucifer carefully concealed from the angels his real sentiments and purposes; and when he had succeeded in 
turning them from their loyalty, and the terrible results of his work were manifest, he tried to make it appear that he 
had not been the originator of the evil. He led the ones he had deceived to engage in warfare against Christ and 
the loyal angels, urging them on with the hope that they could overcome Christ and dethrone God. With Lucifer on 
the throne, as ruler in heaven, he told them that a better order of things would be brought in. {Lt356-1907.12}  
 
We are all to understand that there is a fallen angel who was once next to Christ in honor among the heavenly 
host. His work of deception was done in so great secrecy that the angels in less-exalted positions supposed that 
He was the Ruler of heaven. Satan made the representation that all wrong insinuations existing in heaven 
originated among the angels, while he himself had made suggestions which would never have been entertained 
by the angels, had he not created them. He artfully presented these things to God, as having come from the 
angels, while they all originated with the evil Satan himself. {Lt292-1906.1}  
 
It means that when the angels came to claim the highest place in heaven, above the only begotten Son of God, it 
was not given to them. And because they did not receive it, there was war in heaven, and those that wanted a 
higher place, to crowd out Christ Jesus, were cast out of heaven because they would not repent and accept the 
rule of God; and they may be listening to me today. {Ms84-1910.36}  
 
Selfishness and Satan  
HERBERT M. KELLEY  
Youth’s Instructor – June 18, 1929 p.3* 
He envied Christ because of His superiority, and out of the selfishness of his heart, he determined to force himself 
into a position much to be desired. He thought that his happiness would be full if he could occupy a position equal 
to that held by the Son of God.  

 
But alas! that beautiful angel learned, as many other sad hearts have learned, that suffering and misery await him 
who lives for self alone. Not simply because Christ is the Son of God, but because He is divinely qualified, will He 
be crowned King of kings and Lord of lords. It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell, and these 
inherent qualifications fitted Him to occupy the highest place in all the universe of God. Lucifer was equally fitted to 
fill the position given him, but because of the selfishness born in his heart, he became discontented with the 
position he held and desired for himself a higher place.  

 
There was only one position higher than that held by Lucifer. and that was held by Christ. Suppose Lucifer should 
have been promoted to the position above, the one held by Christ. In the very nature of the case the angel just 
below should have been promoted to the position formerly occupied by Lucifer, and so on down until every angel 
would have been promoted, leaving the lowest place unoccupied. In the scheme of Lucifer, Christ would have 
been impeached and dethroned, and there would have been no place left for Him but the lowest place in the 
whole realm of God. Moreover, every angel was created and qualified to fill the original position occupied, and of 
course was unprepared to fill any higher position. Therefore, in Lucifer's scheme, if it had carried, the whole 
organization of the universe would have been destroyed, and all because one angel wanted to live for self!  
 
May we remember that as ELDER J. F. BALLENGER stated in “THE HIGHEST TOKEN OF REVERENCE” 
found in the Review and Herald - April 27, 1897 that, “ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE FATHER ARE FOUND 
IN HIS SON, Jesus Christ ; for, "In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 2:9. "Christ is all, and 
in all." Col. 3:11. God's name is in him. Ex. 23:21 ; Isa. 9:6 ; Heb. 1:8. If the Father's name is in his Son, his 
memorial must be found in the Son also; for the name and memorial are inseparable. Then it was the Father in the 
Son that said to Moses, "I AM THAT I AM... This is my name forever, and this is my memorial unto all 
generations."  

 
And to close, we have these last few excerpts wthat almost perfectly capture the core of the controversy: 

 
But turning from all lesser representations, we behold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the glory 
of our God to give. “I do nothing of Myself,” said Christ; “the living Father hath sent Me, and I LIVE BY THE 
FATHER.” “I seek not Mine own glory,” but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these 
words is set forth the great principle which is the LAW OF LIFE FOR THE UNIVERSE. ALL THINGS CHRIST 
RECEIVED FROM GOD, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created beings:  
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THROUGH THE BELOVED SON, THE FATHER’S LIFE FLOWS OUT TO ALL; through the Son it returns, in 
praise and joyous service, a tide of love, TO THE GREAT SOURCE OF ALL. And thus through Christ the circuit of 
beneficence is complete, representing the character of THE GREAT GIVER, the law of life. {DA 21.2}  
 
IN HEAVEN ITSELF THIS LAW WAS BROKEN. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, 

desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, 

and to win their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self-

exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus 

he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. Because God is a God of 

justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to 

join him in rebellion against God, and the night of woe settled down upon the world. {DA 21.3}  
 

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be lightened, that the world 

might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be broken. This could not be done by force. The 

exercise of force is contrary to the principles of God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love 

cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to 

love Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all 

the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the 

world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with healing in His wings.” Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}  

 
The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. It was a revelation of 

“the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.” Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of 

the principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God’s throne. From the beginning, God and 

Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did 

not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency. 

So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only-begotten Son, “that whosoever believeth 

in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. {DA 22.2}  

 
Lucifer had said, “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; ... I will be like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14. 

But Christ, “being in the form of God, counted it not a thing to be grasped to be on an equality with God, but 

emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R. V., margin. 

{DA 22.3}  
 

"Whence Came Satan?" Did God Create the Devil?" 

Herbert M. Kelley  
The Canadian Watchman - October 1, 1933 

...BACK IN ETERNITY SOMEWHERE, IN SOMEWAY UNKNOWN, CHRIST WAS BEGOTTEN; and on the day of 
this wonderful event, a decree was issued by the Father declaring this eternal fact which was incorporated in the 
laws of heaven. This was before any other creature had been created, for we are told plainly that the creative 
power was manifested through Christ, and "without Him was not anything made that was made." John 1:1-3 ; Col. 
1:16. 

The Bible declares that, "Sin is the transgression of the law." 1 John 3:4. When Lucifer, the first angel, was created, 
the law concerning the birthright was effective. IT WAS BY VIRTUAL OF HIS BEING GOD'S ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON THAT CHRIST WAS POSSESSED WITH THE POWER OF CREATION. THIS LAW OF HIS SONSHIP AND 
THIS PREROGATIVE OF GOD were written into the warp and woof of everything that was created. Everything 
and every created being in the universe owes his existence to Christ and to this fundamental law, for Christ 
created everything, even the angels. Were it not for Him and for this law that declares Him to be God's only 
begotten Son they would have no existence. 
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The Seer of Patmos 1905 
S. N. Haskell  
Back in the ages, which finite mind cannot fathom, the Father and Son were alone in the universe. Christ was the 
first begotten of the Father, and to Him Jehovah made known the divine plan of Creation…. The fall of Lucifer was 
foreseen; likewise the possibility of the introduction of sin, which would mar the perfection of the divine handiwork. 
It was then, in those early councils, that Christ's heart of love was touched; and the only begotten Son pledged His 
life to redeem man, should he yield and fall. Father and Son, surrounded by impenetrable glory, clasped hands. It 
was in appreciation of this offer, that upon Christ was bestowed creative power, and the everlasting covenant was 
made; and henceforth Father and Son, with one mind, worked together to complete the work of creation. ( p. 93-
94) 
 
Christ was the firstborn in heaven; He was likewise the firstborn of God upon earth, and heir to the Father's throne. 
Christ, the firstborn, though the Son of God, was clothed in humanity, and was made perfect through suffering. 
(p.98)  
 
SATAN'S REBELLION AND ITS RESULTS 
R. C. Porter 
Signs of the Times – March 31, 1914 p.8* 
GOD SET LUCIFER NEXT TO CHRIST as a covering cherub. Eze. 28:14. Between two covering cherubs, God 
sat upon His throne to administer the affairs of His kingdom. Ps. 99:I. Lucifer was therefore honored by receiving 
the highest position of any created being. For a period, all responded to the love of God, in love fulfilled His holy 
land, and anthems of harmonious praise poured forth from every part of the habitable universe. Having been 
placed SECOND ONLY to Christ, as a covering cherub, Lucifer stood in the immediate presence of God as an 
attendant to perform His bidding. Lucifer occupied the HIGHEST POSITION of which he had been made 
CAPABLE. But as Christ occupied a HIGHER PLACE, there was a test of character in Lucifer's relation with the 
throne of God. Opening his heart to the suspicion that God had not done the best thing for him in assigning him 
his position in the universe, his heart became so lifted up in pride that he sought to exalt himself to a higher 
position by dethroning the Creator.  
 
That this covering cherub was a created being, that he was created perfect, that the spirit of pride which led to his 
desire for supremacy caused the entrance of sin and the announcement of its penalty, is all plainly told by the 
prophet Ezekiel, who introduces him under the figure of the king of Tyre… 
 
Daisy Harlow's Ghost Experience 
BY MARGARET WRIGHT-LOCKE  
Signs of the Times - February 26, 1918 p.12* 
"Before our little world came into existence," rejoined the girl earnestly, "God the Father, and the Son, and 
angels—millions of them—dwelt in heaven. The inhabitants of other worlds and the angels watched the creation of 
the earth, and rejoiced; but there was one in whose heart sprang up jealousy. He had occupied a position next to 
God's Son; but he desired to be equal with God, as was the Son. So the seeds of sin cherished in his heart, grew 
and multiplied, until a host of those glorious beings who for ages had known naught but love and joy from their 
Creator, rebelled and were banished from their home in heaven.  
 
"To the new-made earth they came, and tempted and overcame the pair in Eden, even though the Creator had 
given Adam and Eve sufficient warning; and the dominion given to man was sold by him into the hands of Satan. 
But Jesus had beforehand planned that should man sin, He would redeem him. The Father accepted the offer; 
and thus was Christ 'the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.' "Lucifer, 'son of the morning,' once covering 
cherub of the Father, was now called the devil, Satan; and the angels that followed him were called evil angels, 
devils, or evil spirits.  
 
Drama of the Ages(1950) 
William H. Branson 
Page 4: Back in the remote past, before the creation of this earth, there was among the mighty angels of God one 
“Lucifer,” who was known by his fellows as “the son of the morning.” He occupied the exalted position of leader of 
the angelic choir and stood next to the Son of God in command of the heavenly host... The mighty Lucifer was one 
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of God's created beings. He was not the Creator, nor was he in any sense equal to God the Father or His Son; but 
because of his exalted position and the beauty and perfection of his person, he became lifted up, and jealousy 
filled his heart. This was the beginning of his downfall...  

 

Page 21: The Great Creator It is further revealed in the inspired Word that this One, who had thus identified 
Himself with the human race, was actually associated with His Father in the creation of the world and the universe, 
and that He had been the Father's active agent in bringing all things into being. Speaking of Himself under the 
personification of “Wisdom,” He declares...[Quotes Prov. 8:22-30] 
 
What Are the Fires of Hell? 
By Roland R. Hegstad Editor, Liberty Magazine  
Review and Herald – October 20, 1960 
In the beginning there was harmony in heaven. All created beings sang the same songs in the same key; 
everyone enjoyed perfect pitch. But one day a new note was sounded by the choir director himself—Lucifer, son 
of the morning, reflector of God's glory, who aspired to exalt his throne above the stars of God.  
 
This new note was sour, offbeat, discordant. "God is love," sang the choir; "God is selfish," sang the director—not 
loud at first. Actually, his envy was aroused by the scheduling of a new creation oratorio. Lucifer was not consulted; 
he was not invited to join the Father and the Son in writing the score... 

 
...Up to the time of Lucifer's offbeat solo, the angels had scarcely thought of there being a divine tuning fork— an 
instrument of law—to which they must attune their lives. They knew only that while the allegiance of love was the 
theme, the melody, of their lives, there was perfect harmony throughout the universe of God. They had delighted 
in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise. When the Creator, God's Son, sang a solo lead on the love of 
the Father, and the score called for an answering chord, it was their delight to render it.  
 
But now, confused by Lucifer's accusations, charmed by the subtlety of his refrain, almost one half the angels left 
the heavenly choir and formed their own troop. Lucifer's rebellious note changed the tenor of the universe, for it 
found lodging in the hearts of other angels. As a pebble dropped in water causes ripples to spread in ever-
widening circles, so the accusation of Lucifer was destined to affect the whole creation.  
 
The Father called a meeting of the inhabitants of heaven. Boldly Lucifer set forth his claims; unblushingly he made 
known his dissatisfaction that Christ should be preferred above him. He argued that he should be taken into the 
inner councils of the Godhead and be permitted to help write the score of the creation oratorio. The Father 
informed Lucifer that in His Son, and in Him alone, was invested creative power. He told him that all heavenly 
beings were required to harmonize with the divine tuning fork—His holy law.  
 
...Now the creation oratorio that had initially aroused Lucifer's ire was performed against a backdrop of the starry 
heavens. Encompassing seven movements, it began with a note of nothingness on a background of indigo. 
Suddenly the Divine Trio struck a majestic chord, and light was, and earth and water... And the voices of the holy 
pair united with the rest of creation in harmonious songs of love and praise for the Father and His dear Son. "And 
God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good."  
 

Ministration of Angels. - ORIGIN OF SATAN. 
D. M. Canright 
Signs of the Times – December 17, 1874 p.82* 
Now the question naturally arises, If Satan was once in Heaven, what position did he there occupy? What follows 

will answer this question, and utterly preclude the possibility of applying it to any mortal manor to any being short 

of an angel: "THOU ART THE ANOINTED CHERUB THAT COVERETH; AND I HAVE SET THEE SO." Verse 14. 

Evidently this is a reference to one of the mighty angels who cover the throne of God. Then it is very clear what 

position was once occupied by the person called the king of Tyrus. He was a covering angel to the throne of God 

in Heaven. God created him to fill that office; for he says, "I have set thee so." This was his position, his office... 

This, then, was the original condition of Satan, this, the position which he once occupiedhigh and exalted, near the 

throne of God. The Lord created him and placed him three... 
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His heart was lifted up with pride. Probably he looked upon the exalted position which he held, the mighty angels 

under his command, the principalities, powers, and worlds, that obeyed his word, and his "heart was lifted up," 

and he looked upon himself as a mighty being, forgetting that his strength came from God. It appears that, under 

God, Jesus was the only one higher than Satan. Perhaps he now thinks he must be equal with Christ must have 

none higher than himself, save the Creator. At the creation of the world, "in the beginning," an opportunity was 

presented for him to manifest his feelings and test his obedience to God. To crown the creative work, man was to 

be made. He was to be the noblest work of God. The Father consults Jesus about it, and says, "Let us make man 

in our image, after our likeness." Gen. 1:26. Perhaps this was the occasion of Satan's fall. It occurs about the time 

when he did fall, as we have seen. It was just such a circumstance as would naturally arouse his jealousy of Christ. 

He considered himself slighted, insulted. His pride was touched, and "he said in his heart, I will ascend into 

Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 

sides of the north ; I will ascend above the hights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High." Isa. 14:13, 14. 

Occupying so high a position as he did, perhaps he thought that God would yield to his wishes and place him on 

an equality with Christ. Thus he was exalted in himself, and was tempted. He yielded to the temptation, ventured 

the experiment, sinned, and then rebelled."  
 
MEN OR ROBOTS?  
MERLIN L. NEFF  
Signs of the Times – January 17, 1933* 
...WHY EVIL WAS PERMITTED  
In the next few minutes as we drove over the broad highway leading from the city, I outlined the history of sin and 
why God permitted it if He is a God of love. The first statement that my friend had made concerning the origin of 
evil had been basically false. He had declared that God had "made people bad." Such a principle cannot be a part 
of a God of love and justice. How could God create beings who were evil, and punish them for their wrongdoing? 
Such a being would be unjust. A study of the Bible reveals the only satisfactory account of the origin of evil to be 
found in all philosophical thought. The word of God gives a clear conception of why sin originated and why it could 
not be immediately destroyed. Man finds himself in this world of sin, and it is his privilege to know that there is a 
way out of his present predicament.  

 
The origin of sin goes back into eternity, before the foundation of the earth was made. The Sovereign God was not 
alone in creation. He had a partner, a coworker. There was His only-begotten Son, His coworker, who was the 
Word. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with ,God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made." John 
1:1-3. This Word was later revealed to man in the flesh. (John 1:14.) His "goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting." Micah 5:2.  

 
In the creation of the angelic hosts of heaven, Jesus Christ had a part, for "by Him were all things created... 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. All things were created by Him, and for Him." 
Colossians 1:16. The created beings were made for God's pleasure. The angels sing, "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were 
created." Revelation 4:11.... 
 
Shooting at GIBRALTAR  
JESSIE F. MOSER  
Signs of the Times – March 13, 1928 p.5* 
More than that, the one who assails God's law of Ten Commandments assails the Son of God, since He and the 
Father are one in purpose and character (John 17:22, last part); "for in Him [Christ] dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9)... The God of love reigned supreme. There was no darkness there; for the Son 
of God was the light thereof. There was no sickness and no death; for God's only-begotten Son was the fountain 
of life. There was no strife there; for the armies of heaven all marched under the banner of the Prince of Peace. 
Angelic music, with no discordant note, filled the air, because every heart was "in tune" with the heart of Michael, 
the Great Leader. None looked on their own things, but all on the things of others, because the Son of God was 
their pattern. 
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Lucifer, one of God's subjects,—the brightest, most beautiful, and most powerful of them all (Ezekiel 28: 12-15, 
17),—became dissatisfied with the love principles upholding God's government, and with the living exponent of 
those principles—the Son of God. Taking his eyes from Christ, and placing them upon himself, his heart became 
lifted up in pride (Isaiah 14: 13, 14), and filled with selfishness, jealousy, and covetousness.  

 

Determined not to stay upon God's foundation himself, he set to work to drag others off. He secretly sowed 
dissatisfaction and rebellion among his fellows, until he had gained a third part of the hosts of heaven to be on his 
side. Then, suddenly, he and his army fell upon GOD AND HIS SON and tried to destroy the very foundation 
stones of God's throne...Revelation 12:7-9 ...Thus ended the first battle between might and right, between 
selfishness and love, between Satan and Christ.' Satan used every arrow in his quiver, "nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure." 2 Timothy 2:I0 ; Psalm III:3, 7, 8. There is no force in the universe strong 
enough to move this foundation and the structure reared upon it. The force that would sweep it away must first 
overthrow JEHOVAH AND HIS SON. 

 
Human Spirit – Divine Spirit p.7 (1975) 
Edward I Edstrom  
An Intruder  
The first of all God’s angels, Lucifer, after ages of joy, obedience and loyalty, began to misuse the marvelous 
creative mind that he had been given. He was the highest of the angels. He had a throne given him by God. In 
appearance he resembled the Son, for God had created him as much like Himself as possible! Questions of his 
own origin, questions of the Son’s relation to the Father as compared with his, were entertained until he doubted 
the truths he had known and believed. Perhaps he was a ‘twin son’ of God! How did he know? Could it be that 
THEY were keeping him from his rights to share in Their councils and plans?  These subtle doubts he began to 
spread among the angels. The King of the universe saw it necessary to call all the hosts of Heaven before Him to 
make plain to all, the true position of His Son.  
 
As they came together, “the Son of God shared the Father ’s throne, and the glory of the eternal, self-existent One 
encircled them both.” PP 34-36. The King explained the true situation; none but He who has life in Himself, 
unborrowed, can give life. No other than His only begotten Son was uncreated, therefore, no one but He could be 
worshipped, no angel could enter into all His plans and activities!  
 
The Twofold Mission of Christ  

Herbert M. KELLEY  
Review and Herald – July 1, 1920 

God Misrepresented by Satan  
The character of God had been misrepresented by Satan; and the offer of God the Father to give his only 
begotten Son, and the willingness of the Son to give himself for the lost, removed suspicion respecting the 
character of God from the minds of all the heavenly Intelligences. Christ cleared up the situation by manifesting 
the character of God in man on earth. It was not strange that he, being God, could reveal the character of God in 
himself; but the mystery lies in his ability to impart the righteousness of his own character to others, enabling them 
to show forth his praises, and thus undo what sin has wrought… 
 
Certain qualifications were requisite on the part of the mediator, and the high character of the parties to be 
reconciled made the demands exalted and imperative. God was one of these parties, and he was infinite; man 
was the other, and he was finite. The requirements were that the mediator be the only begotten of the Father, the 
Son of God, Deity incarnate; and all this he was and even more,— he was one with God, he was God; and being 
God, he was possessed of infinite qualifications; and being the Son of man, the seed of the woman, he is our 
elder brother, and finite — the infinite-finite Mediator.  
 
Who Is the DEVIL?  
by GEORGE T. SMISOR  
Signs of the Times – July 14, 1936 p.11* 
A correct understanding of the nature of Christ is essential to a correct understanding of the problem of evil... 
When Christ came to earth, John says that He possessed "the glory as of the only begotten of the Father." John 
1:14. The character of God is made known to man by "the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the  
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Father." Verse 18. Again John repeats this thought in that very familiar text, "God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son." John 3:16. IN THE GREEK "ONLY BEGOTTEN" IS ONE WORD, MONOGENES, WHICH 
MEANS "ONLY BORN," "ONLY CHILD." THIS EXPRESSION, APPLIED TO CHRIST, CLEARLY IMPLIES THAT 
CHRIST IS THE ONLY-BORN SON OF GOD, AND BY THE VERY FACT OF BEING BORN OF GOD, HE OF 
NECESSITY PARTAKES OF THE NATURE AND ESSENCE OF GOD, JUST AS A HUMAN SON PARTAKES OF 
THE NATURE AND ESSENCE OF HIS HUMAN FATHER. THEN CHRIST IS GOD.  
 
...A prophecy of Christ says of His eternal existence: "Out of thee [Bethlehem] shall He come forth unto Me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from the days of eternity." Micah 5:2, margin. 
Sometime in this vast, INCOMPREHENSIBLE ETERNITY OF THE PAST, THE FATHER AND SON SET ABOUT 
THE WORK OF CREATING WORLDS AND INTELLIGENT BEINGS. IN THIS WORK THE FATHER BECAME 
THE PASSIVE AGENT IN CREATION AND THE SON BECAME THE ACTIVE AGENT. IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
GOD, CHRIST HOLDS THE MOST EXALTED POSITION IN THE UNIVERSE. "He [Christ] is a likeness of the 
unseen God, born before any creature, for it was through Him that everything was created in heaven and on earth, 
the seen and the unseen, angelic thrones, dominions, principalities, authorities—all things were created through 
Him and for Him. He existed before all things and He sustains and embraces them all." Colossians 1:15-17, 
Goodspeed's translation.  
 
...Contrary to the common notion, Lucifer, as he was called before his fall (Isaiah 14:12), was created beautiful; 
and since he "sealed up the sum," he must have been the highest of God's creation, the one next to the Son of 
God... Isaiah gives us a glimpse into the heart of Lucifer. "Thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High." Isaiah 14:13, 14.  

 

Since LUCIFER STOOD NEXT TO CHRIST IN HEAVEN, he felt that he should be permitted to share in the 
COUNSILS BETWEEN THE FATHER AND THE SON. He was the highest angel in heaven, and the most wise 
and beautiful. and surely he ought to be consulted on the plans of creating worlds and suns and creatures. WHY 
COULD HE NOT BE ON AN EQUALITY WITH CHRIST? But Lucifer had his place to fill in heaven, which was 
circumscribed BY THE LAW OF HIS CREATION. Since he was not permitted to share in the SECRET COUNSILS 
OF THE FATHER AND SON, he began an insidious attack against the goodness of God and the justice of His law. 
He presented his case to one angel after another, insinuating that God was unjust toward him and toward all the 
angels. God bore long with Lucifer in his rebellion, much longer perhaps than he bears with man in his sins, and 
yet God's love toward man is so great that He "is long-suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance." 2 Peter 3:9...  

 
...It was Satan's scheme to BECOME EQUAL with Christ; but this could NEVER be, for Christ WAS THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER. the same essence as God, and hence God the Son. Lucifer, although CREATED 
NEXT TO CHRIST IN POSITION, was nevertheless a CREATED BEING. and did not and could not partake of the 
essence of the Godhead. Christ was the one who brought Satan into existence. And now Satan's great enmity is 
against Christ, and he falsely accuses the Son, his own creator, for all the misfortune that he has brought upon 
himself by his own pride and rebellion. This problem of evil is often and rightly termed the great controversy 
between Christ and Satan. IT IS THE HIGHEST CREATED CREATURE FIGHTING AGAINST HIS OWN 
CREATOR FOR THE SUPREMACY OF THE UNIVERSE... 
 

 
 
 

After all that we have read, we can reach this conclusion: That Satan and his angels hate the fact that 
Christ was and is the only begotten Son of God. 
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Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. James 2:19 
 

“When I read in the Bible of how many refused to believe that Christ was the Son of God, sadness fills my heart. We 

read that even His own brethren refused to believe in Him.” (Ellen G. White, letter to Dr. and Mrs. D. H. Kress, Letter 

398, Dec. 26, 1906)  
 

And he[demon] cried out with a loud voice and said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me.” Mark 5:7 
 

Satan is exercising his power over the human race. He accused God and Christ, misrepresenting the Father, and 

deceiving men in regard to the Prince of the hosts of heaven. More and more he was obscuring the knowledge of the 

only true God, taking possession of the minds of men, and afflicting their bodies. {YI October 10, 1895, par. 3}  

e shall have false sentiments to meet. Never, never can we afford to place confidence in human greatness as some 

have done, looking to man as the angels in heaven looked to the rebellious Lucifer and losing the sense of the 

presence of Christ and God. {Lt280a-1904.10}  

 

Shall Christ be compelled to bear continually the shameful infirmities of His people because they accept the false 

sentiments proceeding from the first traitor in the heavenly courts? If the angels were deceived by Lucifer ’s ingenious 

methods of misrepresenting God, if Adam and Eve were deceived by his declaration that God was withholding from 

them the higher education that would make them as gods, is there not danger that men today will be deceived? 

Please read the first chapter of Patriarchs and Prophets and see if the precious truths contained in this book are not 

given by the Lord to protect His people from deceptions that are urged upon them just now. I tell you in the name of 

the Lord God of Israel, that Satan is presenting his sophistries to ministers and medical workers, and if our people 

listen to these sophistries, they will become impregnated with the same false idea of a popular religion that will cause 

them to develop into gods, and there will be no place in their lives for God or for Christ. {Lt276-1904.4}  

 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom are all things, and we by him. 1 Corinthians 8:6 
 

Satan worked in every possible way to come out victorious in standing in the highest place in the heavenly courts. 

How artful were his contrivances to win the game! He employed every artful intrigue and device to carry his science 

against God and His Son Jesus Christ. {Lt311-1905.33}  

 

Satan is exercising his power over the human race. He accused God and Christ, misrepresenting the Father, and 

deceiving men in regard to the Prince of the hosts of heaven. More and more he was obscuring the knowledge of the 

only true God, taking possession of the minds of men, and afflicting their bodies. {YI October 10, 1895, par. 3}  

 

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

John 17:3 
 

The work of rebellion begun in heaven will continue to exist until the whole power of rebellion is broken and Satan and 

his angels are destroyed. We should now bring before our people the work to be done in all our churches in exalting 

the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent. We have a record of Christ’s history and a knowledge 

of His teachings in the Old and New Testaments. All who are taught of Him will be loyal subjects to serve and obey 

God. By repentance and faith and through obedience to all of God’s requirements, His people are to prove themselves 

citizens of the kingdom of grace and true and obedient children of God. {Ms1-1909.4}  
 

Concerning Jesus Christ, let us answer the question, “But whom ye say that I am?” in the same words as the 

Apostle Peter used, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God” Matthew 16:15-16                    
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