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Revelation 7a – The Sealing 

Revelation 7:1 ―And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners 
of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the 

earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.‖ 

THE state of things represented in this chapter is, that where there had been awful 

consternation and alarm, as if the end of the world were coming, and where the 

signs of the approaching consummation of all things are, as it were, held back until 
there should be an opportunity of sealing the number that was to be saved. This is 

symbolized by four angels standing in the four quarters of the earth, and holding the 

winds and the storms that they should not blow on the earth, until the servants of 
God should be sealed in their foreheads. The idea is that of sudden destruction 

about to burst on the world, which, if unrestrained, would apparently bring on the 

consummation of all things, but which is held back until the purposes of God in 
regard to his people shall be accomplished--that is, until those who are the true 

servants of God shall be designated by some appropriate mark. This furnishes an 

opportunity of disclosing a glorious vision of those who will be saved, alike among 
the Jews and the Gentiles. The fact, as seen in the symbol, is, that the end of the 

world does not come at the opening of the sixth seal, as it seemed as if it would, and 

as it was anticipated in the time of the consternation. The number of the chosen was 

not complete, and the impending wrath was therefore suspended. God interposes in 
favour of his people, and discloses in vision a vast number from all lands who will 

yet be saved, and the winds and storms are held back as if by angels. 

The points, then, that are apparent in this chapter, without any reference now to the 

question of the application, are the following:  

(1.) The impending ruin that seemed about to spread over the earth, apparently 
bringing on the consummation of all things, restrained or suspended, Re 7:1. This 

impending ruin is symbolized by the four winds of heaven that seemed about to 

sweep over the world; the interposition of God is represented by the four angels who 
have power over those winds to hold them back, as if it depended on their will to let 

them loose and to spread ruin over the earth or not.  

(2.) A suspension of these desolating influences and agents until another important 

purpose could be accomplished--that is, until the servants of God could be sealed in 

their foreheads, Re 7:2, 3. Another angel, acting independently of the four first seen, 
and having power to command, appears in the east, having the seal of the living 

God; and he directs the four angels, having the four winds, not to let them loose 

upon the earth until the servants of God should be sealed in their foreheads. This 
obviously denotes some suspension of the impending wrath, and for a specific 

purpose, that something might be done by which the true servants of God would be 

so marked as to be publicly known--as if they had a mark or brand to that effect 
imprinted on their foreheads. Whatever would serve to designate them, to determine 
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who they were, to ascertain their number, would be a fulfilment of this act of the 
sealing angel. The length of time during which it would be done is not designated; 

the essential thing is, that there would be a suspension of impending judgments in 

order that it might be done. Whether this was to occupy a longer or a shorter period 
is not determined by the symbol; nor is it determined when the winds thus held 

back would be suffered to blow but we have an injunction: ―And he saith unto me, 

Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand‖ Rev 22:10. 

(3.) The number of the sealed, Re 7:4-8. The seer does not represent himself as 
actually beholding the process of sealing, but he says that he heard the number of 

those who were sealed. That number was an hundred and forty-four thousand, and 

they were selected from the twelve tribes of the children of Israel--Levi being 

reckoned, who was not usually numbered with the tribes, and the tribe of Dan being 
omitted. The number from each tribe, large or small, was the same; the entire 

portion selected being but a very small part of the whole. The general idea here, 

whatever may be the particular application, is, that there would be a selection, and 
that the whole number of the tribe would not be embraced; that the selection would 

be made from each tribe, and that all would have the same mark and be saved by 

the same means. It would not be in accordance with the nature of symbolic 
representation to suppose that the saved would be the precise number here referred 

to; but some great truth is designed to be represented by this fact. We should look, 

in the fulfilment, to some process by which the true servants of God would be 

designated; we should expect that a portion of them would be found in each one of 
the classes here denoted by a tribe; we should suppose that the true servants of God 

thus referred to would be as safe in the times of peril. 

(4.) After this, another vision presents itself to the seer. It is that of a countless 

multitude before the throne, redeemed out of all nations, with palms in their hands, 
Re 7:9-17. The scene is transferred to heaven, and there is a vision of all the 

redeemed--not only of the hundred and forty-four thousand, but of all who would be 

rescued and saved from a lost world. The design is doubtless to cheer the hearts of 
the true friends of God in times of gloom and despondency, by a view of the great 

numbers that will be saved, and the glorious triumph that awaits the redeemed in 

heaven. This portion of the vision embraces the following particulars:  

(a) A vast multitude, which no man can number, is seen before the throne in heaven. 
They are clad in white robes-- emblems of purity; they have palms in their hands--

emblems of victory, Re 7:9.  

(b) They are engaged in ascribing praise to God, Re 7:10. 

(c) The angels, the elders, and the four living creatures, fall down before the throne, 

and unite with the redeemed in ascriptions of praise, Re 7:11, 12. 

(d) A particular inquiry is made of the seer--evidently to call his attention to it--

respecting those who appear there in white robes, Re 7:13. 
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(e) To this inquiry it is answered that they were those who had come up out of great 
tribulation, and who had washed their robes, and had made them pure in the blood 

of the Lamb, Re 7:14. 

(f) Then follows a description of their condition and employment in heaven, Re 7:15-

17. They are constantly before the throne; they serve God continually; they neither 
hunger nor thirst; they are not subjected to the burning heat of the sun; they are 

provided for by the Lamb in the midst of the throne; and all tears are for ever wiped 

away from their eyes.--This must be regarded, I think, as an episode, having no 
immediate connexion with what precedes or with what follows. It seems to be thrown 

in here--while the impending judgments of the sixth seal are suspended, and before 

the seventh is opened--to furnish a relief in the contemplation of so many scenes of 

woe, and to cheer the soul with inspiring hopes from the view of the great number 
that would ultimately be saved. While these judgments, therefore, are suspended, 

the mind is directed on to the world of triumph, as a view fitted to sustain and 

comfort those who would be partakers in the scenes of woe. At the same time it is 
one of the most touching and beautiful of all the representations of heaven ever 

penned, and is eminently adapted to comfort those, in all ages, who are in a vale of 

tears. 

In the exposition, it will be proper (Re 7:1-8) to inquire into the fair meaning of the 
language employed in the symbols; and then to inquire whether there are any known 

facts to which the description is applicable. The first inquiry may and should be 

pursued independently of the other; and, it may be added, that the explanation 
offered on this may be correct, even if the other should be erroneous. The same 

remark, also, is applicable to the remainder of the chapter, (Re 7:9-17,) and indeed 

is of general applicability in the exposition of this book. There is a separation of the 

two but interrelated groups. The chapter thus can be divided into 3 parts namely (i) 
Rev 7:1-8, the sealing of the 144000, (ii) Rev 7:9-12, the description of the all the 

redeemed and (iii) Rev 7:13-17 the recap of that special company of 144000 and the 

description of what they went through to vindicate the character of their Maker while 

the whole world seemed to be overcome with darkness. 

Rev 7:1 - and after these things: After the vision of the things referred to in the 

opening of the sixth seal. The natural interpretation would be, that what is here said 

of the angels and the winds occurred after those things which are described in the 
previous chapter. The exact chronology may not be always observed in these 

symbolical representations, but doubtless there is a general order which is observed. 

I saw four angels. He does not describe their forms, but merely mentions their 

agency. This is, of course, a symbolical representation. We are not to suppose that it 

would be literally fulfilled, or that, at the time referred to by the vision, four celestial 
beings would be stationed in the four quarters of the world, for the purpose of 

checking and restraining the winds that blow from the four points of the compass 

though it is to great knowledge that God uses angels as His ministering spirits Heb 
1:7 and we have before us the host of God‘s army watching over His children: 2Kings 
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6:15-17. The meaning is, that events would occur which would be properly 
represented by four angels standing in the four quarters of the world, and having 

power over the winds. 

Standing on the four corners of the earth: This language is, of course, accommodated 

to the prevailing mode of speaking of the earth among the Hebrews. It was a 
common method among them to describe it as a vast plain, having four corners, 

those corners being the prominent points--north, south, east, and west. So we speak 

now of the four winds, the four quarters of the world, etc. The Hebrews spoke of the 

earth, as we do of the rising and setting of the sun, and of the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, according to appearances, and without aiming at philosophical 

exactness. Compare Barnes on "Job 26:7". With this view they spoke of the earth as 

an extended plain, and as having boundaries or corners, as a plain or field naturally 
has. Perhaps also they used this language with some allusion to an edifice, as 

having four corners; for they speak also of the earth as having foundations. The 

language which the Hebrews used was in accordance with the prevailing ideas and 

language of the ancients on the subject. 

Holding the four winds of the earth: The winds blow in fact from every quarter, but it 

is convenient to speak of them as coming from the four principal points of the 

compass, and this method is adopted, probably, in every language. The angels here 

are represented as "holding" the winds--kratountav. That is, they held them back 
when about to sweep over the earth, and to produce far- spread desolation. This is 

an allusion to a popular belief among the Hebrews, that the agency of the angels was 

employed everywhere. It is not suggested that the angels had raised the tempest 
here, but only that they now restrained and controlled it. The essential idea is, that 

they had power over those winds, and that they were now exercising that power by 

keeping them back when they were about to spread desolation over the earth. 

TIME OF THE PLAGUES 

THE question is asked, "How much time is occupied by the seven last plagues?" 
The faith and teaching of the Seventh-day Adventists has ever been that it 
would be the space of one year. They based their faith on such texts as 
Rev.14:19,20, where this is likened to the treading of the wine press, comparing 
this with the wine press as set forth in Isa.61:2; 63:3,4. It is there called "the 
day of vengeance" and the year of the redeemed. Taking the acknowledged rule, 
the day would be one year. Some persons take the position that the pouring out 
of the plagues cover a period of many years. This seems to be refuted by the 
fact that under the fifth plague, the people are still suffering from the sores of 

the first plague. Rev.16:10,11. {1916 JNL, QSM 44.1}  

During the time of these plagues, according to Rev.15:6-8, there is no intercessor 
in the heavenly temple. The condition of the people of God in that time is thus 
set forth in "Great Controversy," page 620: "In the time of trouble, if the people of 
God had unconfessed sins to appear before them while tortured with fear and 
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anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they 
would not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they 
have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to 
reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to judgment." It would hardly seem like 
the Lord's merciful dealing with His people to subject them to such a state for a 
series of years. Sister White does connect this period of no intercessor with 
those texts which speak of it as day and year; and often, in her exhortations to 
us, she has spoken of the year that we should stand without an intercessor. 

{1916 JNL, QSM 44.2} 

That the wind should not blow on the earth nor on the sea. That there should be a 

calm, as if the winds were held back. The sea and the land constitute the surface of 

the globe, and the language here, therefore, denotes that there would be a universal 
calm. Nor on any tree; to injure it: the language here used is such as would denote a 

state of profound quiet; as when we say that it is so still that not a leaf of the trees 

moves. 

In regard to the literal meaning of the symbol here employed there can be no great 
difficulty; as to its application there may be more. The winds are the proper symbols 

of wars and commotions. Compare Da 8:2. In Jer 49:36-37, the symbol is both used 

and explained: "And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of 

heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation 
whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come, or I will cause Elam to be dismayed 

before their enemies, and before them that seek their life." So in Jer 51:1-2, a 

destroying wind is an emblem of destructive war: "I will raise up against Babylon a 
destroying wind, and will send unto Babylon farmers, that shall fan her, and shall 

empty her land." Compare Horace, Odes, b, i. 14. The essential ideas, therefore, in 

this portion of the symbol, cannot be mistaken. They are two:  

(1) That at the period of time here referred to--after the opening of the sixth seal and 
before the opening of the seventh--there would be a state of things which would be 

well represented by rising tempests and storms, which if unrestrained would spread 

desolation afar; and  

(2) That this impending ruin was held back as if by angels having control of those 
winds; that is, those tempests were not suffered to go forth to spread desolation over 

the world. A suspended tempest; calamity held in check; armies hovering on the 

borders of a kingdom, but not allowed to proceed for a time; hordes of invaders 

detained, or stayed in their march, as if by some restraining power not their own, 
and from causes not within themselves--any of these things would be an obvious 

fulfilling of the meaning of the symbol.  

After these things - The context for chapter seven is the sixth seal. The question 

was posed in verse 17 of Revelation six, who was going to be able to stand? And we 
find this answered here in chapter seven. From the events in the first verses of 

chapter seven, it is easily seen that they are after verses 12 and 13 of Revelation six 
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as they have already come to pass (that is, been fulfilled), but before verse 14 as it 
deals with the second coming and the seventh plague. Let us continue on so as to 

gain a clearer understanding of this point. 

Revelation 7:2-3 ―And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of 
the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given 
to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 

trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.‖ 

Another angel ascending from the east - This is a different angel from the four 

that are holding back the four winds. Notice the direction that it comes from. 

The east denotes that this angel comes from and is dispatched by God. (Luke 1:76-

78 (sun rising margin), Ezekiel 43:2, Matthew 24:27) 

Having the seal of the living God - This angel has the seal of the living God. Let us 

look at what this seal is. 

In Isaiah 8:16 we see that the law of God is to be sealed amongst His own. A law is 

not valid unless it has a seal and thus the law of God must have a seal also. For a 

seal to be authentic it must contain three elements, 1. Name, 2. Title, and 3. 
Territory/Domain that the person rules over. These three elements we are to look for 

in the law of God. This is only found in the fourth Commandment of the Ten 

Commandments in Exodus 20:8-11. 

Name - Lord thy God. 

Title - Creator (made heaven and earth). 

Territory - Heaven and earth. 

Thus we see that the seventh day Sabbath is the seal of the living God. But in what 

way is it a seal? 

From Romans 4:11 we are shown that the word sign and seal are used 
synonymously, that is, they are interchangeable with each other. In Exodus 31:17 

the Sabbath is a sign/seal reminding us that God created all things, thus the 

Sabbath is a sign/seal of creation. 

The Sabbath is a sign/seal to remind us that it is God that sanctifies us. (Ezekiel 
20:12) The word sanctify means to make one holy. Man was created holy and in the 

image of God. When man sinned, his holy/sanctified state was lost. Also the image 

of God has been destroyed in man by sin. Thus the seal of the Sabbath also assures 

us that God intends on restoring the image of God in him. 

http://www.revelationbibleprophecy.org/revelation7.html#1
http://www.the-ten-commandments.org/the-ten-commandments.html
http://www.the-ten-commandments.org/the-ten-commandments.html


GSrrM - Revelation 7a – The Sealing 2020 

(Excerpts from E.G. White 
Albert Barnes and Robertson Commentary on Revelation 7) 

 Page 7 

 

How the believer receives this seal is found in Ezekiel 20:20. We are told to hallow 
the Sabbath of God which means, we are to treat the Sabbath as being sacred, 

keeping it holy. You can not merely believe in the Sabbath but to keep it holy. 

Cried with a loud voice - This angel now cry's out to the four angels that are 

holding back the winds of strife. 

Revelation 7:3. Hurt not the earth - He tells them to not hurt the earth, sea, nor 

the trees, that is, not to lose the four winds until a certain time. What time? 

Till we have sealed the servants of our God - The four winds of strife are to be 

held in check until the servants of their God had been sealed. 

Those that are sealed are those that are servants of the living God. A servant is one 

that serves his master and does all that his master bids. Thus they are giving loving 

service to God and not serving sin. (John 14:15, Romans 6:19-22) So they are 

leading a sanctified life and keeping the Sabbath holy. 

In Revelation 14:1 it is stated that the Father's name is written in their foreheads. 

This is not a contradiction as a careful study of the scriptures will show. Name refers 

to character in the Bible. The law is a transcript of the name/character of God. 
(Psalms 97:6; 119:172 and Exodus 33:18-19; 34:5-7; 20:5-6) Thus this shows that 

the 144,000 are leading a sanctified life and have the image/character of the Father 

reproduced in their lives. 

In their foreheads - Behind the forehead is what is commonly known as the frontal 
lobes of the brain. It is scientifically proven that this part of the brain is where a 

person makes all their decisions. It is not a literal mark, for all to see, that is placed 

on the forehead. But it is a conscious freewill choice to follow all that the Lord has 

said in loving obedience, not a forced compliance. More than that, there understand 

who is the Father cause you cannot be sealed in what you do not know. 

Revelation 7:4 ―And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were 
sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of 

Israel.‖ 

Robertson's NT Word Pictures: 

The number of the sealed (ton arithmon tôn esphragismenôn). Accusative case 
object of êkousa and genitive of the perfect passive articular participle of 
sphragizô. He did not see the sealing or count them himself, but only heard. A 
hundred and forty and four thousand (hekaton tesserakonta tessares chiliades). 

Symbolical, of course, and not meant to be a complete number of the sealed (or 
saved) even in that generation, let alone for all time. The number connotes 
perfection (Alford), 12x12x1000 = a hundred and forty-four thousands 
(chiliades, Re 5:11). Nominative absolute, not agreeing in case either with 

http://www.revelationbibleprophecy.org/revelation7.html#1
http://www.revelationbibleprophecy.org/revelation7.html#1
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arithmon (accusative) or esphragismenôn (genitive). So as to the case of 
esphragismenoi. Out of every tribe of the children of Israel (ek pâsês phulês 
huiôn Israêl). There are two opposite views here, one taking the sealed as 
referring only to Jews (either actual Jews as a remnant or just Jewish 
Christians), the other including Gentiles as well as Jewish Christians, that is the 
true Israel as in Re 2:9; 3:9 and like Paul in Galatians and Romans. This is the 
more probable view and it takes the twelve tribes in a spiritual sense. The list is 
not geographical, since Levi is included, but Dan is omitted and Manasseh put 
in his place, though he as the son of Joseph is included in Joseph. There are 
various lists of the tribes in the O.T. (Ge 35:22; 46:8; Ex 1:1; Nu 1:2; 13:4; 
26:34; De 27:11; 33:6 Jos 13-22; Jud 5; 1Ch 2-8; 1Ch 12:24; 27:16; Eze 48) 
and given in various orders. In 1Ch 7:12 both Dan and Zebulon are omitted. 

Joseph is given here in place of Ephraim. The distribution is equal (12,000) to 

each tribe. 

 

THE SEALING OF 144000 

Revelation 7 should be contended to start in Rev 6:17: 

Rev 6:17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

Revelation 7 provides an answer to the challenge ―who shall be able to stand?‖ 

Chapter seven presents the group that will be able to stand in that dreadful day. 

Chapter seven is seen as an interruption of the seals covering the Christian era. It 

does not present a new scene different altogether from that one of the seals but it 

must be seen as an addition to the vision that provides more information on the 

topic. The whole chapter must be seen as a response to the question of Rev 6:17 and 

the final triumph of the church of God against the arch-enemy. While John is still 

astonished by the question, while he still contemplates the challenge brought forth 

―who shall be able to stand‖ He is very interested at the question and wonders as he 

saw the whole world that has wondered after the beast, not being able to stand as 

they all run to rocks and mountains with supplication to be hidden from the wrath 

of the Lamb. 

He wonders if all will run to the mountains, will all not be able to stand. It should be 
a known that all who bow down to the beast to worship his image wont be able to 

stand, but that those who bow down to the ALMIGHTY God will be able to stand in 

that dreadful day. Who will be able to stand? Will all fall? He expresses the same 
frustration which Ezekiel had when he wrote about the same event. Ezekiel 9:8 ―And 

it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my 

face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! Wilt thou destroy ALL the residue of Israel 

in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?‖ 
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But John is told that even if the multitude might fall on that day; even if the whole 
world may drink of the wine of Babylon because of the abominations that they 

commit in the land, God still has a remnant that has not bowed down to Baal. 

Because all who do not bow down to Baal even if they can be persecuted they wont 
fall they will be always standing. Even if they can be cast into fire they won‘t be 

burnt Daniel 3 sets a perfect example of the 144000. Isaiah 43:1, 2 1But now thus 

saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear 
not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.  2When 

thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they 

shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 

burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

He hears from heaven as he heard when the first question; ―that there are servants 
of God who will be able to stand in that day: Hundred and forty and four thousand in 

number (the number being literal I believe), Notice: 

The living saints, 144,000, IN NUMBER, knew and understood the voice, while 
the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spake the 
time, he poured on us the Holy Ghost, and our faces began to light up and shine 
with the glory of God as Moses‟ did when he came down from Mount Sinai.  

{ExV 10.1} 

The living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice, while the 
wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spoke the time, 
He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our faces began to light up and shine 
with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he came down from Mount Sinai.  

{EW 14.1} 

THE NUMBER OF THE SEALED 

THE query may now arise: "If the sealing message is to go to all the world with a 
Pentecostal power, and the earth to be lighted with its glory, and if, as recently 

stated by Brother Blank, it is to result in 'millions' being prepared for Christ's 

second coming, is not 144,000 a small number to be sealed? It is only a fraction of 
one million." In His word the Lord has spoken of those to be saved at His coming as 

a "little flock." Luke 12:32. They are also a people who have been subject to a very 

rigid test. The prophet Daniel speaks of them: "Many shall be purified, and made 
white and tried." Dan.12:10. Some translate this "thoroughly tested." It may be true 

in this case, "Many are called, but few are chosen." Matt.22:14. In "Testimonies," 

volume 5, page 136, published in 1881, we read, "The great proportion of those who 

now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal." On pages 213, 214, 
we read: "Not all who profess to keep the Sabbath will be sealed. There are many 

even among those who teach the truth to others who will not receive the seal of God 

in their foreheads. They had the light of truth, they knew their Master's will, they 
understood every point of our faith, but they had not corresponding works. . . . By 

their lack of devotion and piety, and their failure to reach a high religious standard, 
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they make other souls contented with their position. . . . Not one of us will ever 
receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is 

left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of 

every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the 
disciples on the day of Pentecost." On page 136 of the same volume we read: "Soon 

God's people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now 

appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal. Instead of being 
strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will cowardly 

take the side of the opposers."  {1916 JNL, QSM 32.1}  

In "Spirit of Prophecy," volume 4, page 426, we read: "As the storm approaches, 
a large class who have professed faith in the third message, but have not been 

sanctified through it, abandon their position, and take refuge under the banner 
of the powers of darkness. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, 
they come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is 
brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and 
pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive 
and mislead souls." The same is in "Great Controversy," page 609. {1916 JNL, 

QSM 33.1}  

In "Testimonies," volume 5, page 216, we read: "The seal of God will never be 
placed upon the forehead of . . . the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It 
will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or 
deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God - 
candidates for heaven." On page 81 we read: "Many a star that we have 
admired for its brilliancy, will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be 
borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich 

wheat." {1916 JNL, QSM 34.1}  

In volume 6, pages 400, 401, we read: "As trials thicken around us, both 
separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take 
up weapons of warfare, will in times of real peril make it manifest that they 
have not built upon the solid rock; they will yield to temptation. Those who have 
had great light and precious privileges, but have not improve them, will, under 
one pretext or another, go out from us. Not having received the love of the truth, 
they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith." {1916 JNL, QSM 

34.2}  

Whatever may be true of the millions that will hear the third angel's message, the 

144,000 seem to be a peculiar group, with peculiar characteristics, gathered in 

groups of 12,000 each, bearing the names of the twelve tribes of spiritual Israel, 
"without guile in their mouths," "without fault before the throne of God." They are 

not all Americans, nor all users of the English language; but they are "without spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing." {1916 JNL, QSM 35.1}  
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If, as lately expressed by Elder Blank, the preaching of the message "prepares 
millions to be saved at the coming of Christ," and the Lord in compassion pardons 

the sins of ignorance in converted heathen who have not had the opportunities of 

those more enlightened, praise to His name. That does not excuse us who have had 
greater light, and might attain to one of the twelve groups of the sealed 144,000. 

{1916 JNL, QSM 35.2} 

"But," you may say, "it is some time since those testimonies were written. Have 
not matters improved since that time?" During the year 1915, when the church 
treasurers were asked, "What proportion of your members pay tithes?" Now are 
we to conclude that the half do not have anything during the whole year, or are 
they like a wealthy farmer who said to me, "When I have boarded and paid my 

farm hands, met the expense of my family, bought a new reaper and a new 
threshing machine, there is not much left on which to pay tithes"? In response to 
this, a brother who had embraced the truth from infidelity, and who thought the 
tithing system "fine," said: "You farmers will work a farm for one half or one 
third the crop for the use of the land. Now when you have life, land, and all, 
from the Lord, to whom yourself and all things belong, you think one tenth of 
your income a heavy tax. You must be very poor renters." Do we expect those 
who withhold the tithes, who the Lord says are "robbers," to have the seal of the 

living God placed upon them? {1916 JNL, QSM 37.1} 

John‘s heart is now filled with gratitude to know that the victory of the Lamb in 

bruising the head of the serpent is not in vain. The precious blood of the Lamb of 
God was not shed in vain. Inexpressible joy he looks up to see the hundred and forty 

and four thousand who have prevailed; and when he beholds oh lo, not only the 

144000, but also a great multitude. 

Let us see what ―this special number‖ is all about before we continue with the rest of 

the verses 

 ―And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor 

on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having 
the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom 

it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the 

sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. And 
I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred 

and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.‖ Rev 7:1-4. 

We have heard people say, and the impression has even been given in 

denominational publications, that the sealing message is not important, because 

Sister White wrote: 

―It is not His [God's] will that they [God's people] shall get in to controversy over 

questions which will not help them spiritually, such as, Who is to compose the 
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hundred and forty-four thousand? This those who are the elect of God will in a short 

time know without question.‖ 1SM 174.  

This statement, if correctly understood, does not say that we do not have to pay 

much attention to the sealing message itself, but that we should not speculate about 

certain details which God has not revealed. For example: Who can identify 
beforehand the individuals that will be saved? Only God can. But this does not mean 

that we should ignore the plan of salvation. Although we do not know the day of 

Christ‘s return (Matt. 25:13), for instance, the doctrine of the second coming of 
Christ is still a vital point of our faith. The same is very true as far as the sealing 

message is concerned.  

The sealing work-which belongs to the third angel of Revelation 14-is one of the 

main pillars in the Threefold Message. Its correct understanding has much to do 

with the stability of the whole doctrinal system of SDA‘s. It is, in fact, the very 
essence of the third angel‘s message. It is so important that the Lord‘s servant wrote 

the following warning:  

―We have but a little space of time left to work for God. Nothing should be too dear to 

sacrifice, for the salvation of the scattered and torn flock of Jesus…. We must work 
while the day lasts, for when the dark night of trouble and anguish comes, it will be 

too late to work for God. Jesus is still in His holy temple, and will now accept our 

sacrifices, our prayers, and our confessions of faults and sins, and will now pardon 
all the transgressions of Israel, that they may be blotted out before He leaves the 

sanctuary. When Jesus leaves the sanctuary, then he that is holy and righteous will 

be holy and righteous still; for all their sins will be blotted out, and they will be 

sealed with the seal of the living God. But those that are unjust and filthy, will be 
unjust and filthy still; for then there will be no Priest in the sanctuary to offer their 

sacrifices, their confessions, and their prayers before the Father‘s throne. Therefore, 

what is done to rescue souls from the coming storm of wrath, must be done before 
Jesus leaves the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. The Lord has shown me 

that precious souls are starving, and dying for want of the present, sealing truth, the 

meat in due season; and that the swift messengers should speed on their way, and 
feed the flock with the present truth…. Those only who have the seal of the living 

God, will be sheltered from the storm of wrath that will soon fall on the heads of 

those who have rejected the truth.‖—Present Truth, Sept. 1849 (RH vol. 1, p. 11), 

[emphasis supplied].  

―I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‗Fearful is his work. Awful 

is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or 

bind, the wheat for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole 

mind, the whole attention.‖ EW 118 [emphasis supplied].  

When we read statements like these from the Spirit of Prophecy, we wonder how 
some professed believers among the Adventists can say that the sealing message, 

under which 144,000 are to be sealed with the seal of the living God, is not 
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important for our salvation. The early Adventists understood that this message was 

to lead every soul to decide his case either for life or for death.  

The Original SDA Doctrine  

Originally it was the official belief of the SDA Church that the sealing of the 144,000 

commenced in 1848 and will go on until the close of probation.  

Just a few statements, quoted hereunder, are sufficient to confirm the original belief:  

1. J. Bates:  

―Now all advent believers that have, and do, participate in the advent messages as 

given in Rev. 14:6-13, will love and keep this covenant with God, and especially His 

Holy Sabbath, in this covenant; this is a part of the 144,000 now to be sealed.  

―The other part are those who do not yet so well understand the advent doctrine; but 
are endeavouring to serve God with their whole hearts, and are willing, and will 

receive this covenant and Sabbath as soon as they hear it explained. These will 

constitute the 144,000 now to be sealed with ‗a seal of the living God,‘ which sealing 

will bear them through this time of trouble.‖—A Seal of the Living God, pp. 61, 62.  

2. S. N. Haskell:  

―After the disappointment of 1844, the people of God saw . . . the binding claim of 
the fourth commandment as well as the nine other commands of the Decalogue. The 

Sabbath reform commenced at that time; by 1848 it [the Sabbath reform] began to 

be recognized as the fulfilment of Revelation 7:1-4.‖—Bible Hand book, p. 88.  

3. U. Smith: 

―Those who die after having become identified with the third angel‘s message, are 
evidently numbered as a part of the 144,000; for this message is the same as the 

sealing message of Revelation 7, and by that message only 144,000 were sealed. But 

there are many who have had their entire religious experiences under this message, 

but have fallen in death. They die in the Lord, and hence are counted as sealed; for 
they will be saved. But the message results in the sealing of only 144,000; therefore 
these must be included in that number. Being raised in the special resurrection (Dan. 

12:2; Rev. 1:7) which occurs when the voice of God is uttered from the temple, at the 
beginning of the seventh and last plague (Rev. 16:17; Joel 3:16; Heb. 12:26), they 

pass through the period of that plague, and hence may be said to come ‗out of great 

tribulation‘ (Rev. 7:14), and having been raised from the grave only to mortal life, 
they take their stand with believers who have not died, and with them receive 

immortality at the last trump (1Cor. 15:52), being then, with the others, changed in 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. Thus, though they have passed through the 

grave, it can be said of them at last, that they are „redeemed from among men‟ (Rev. 
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14:4), that is, from among the living; for the coming of Christ finds them among the 
living, waiting for the change to immortality, like those who have not died, and as if 

they themselves had never died.‖—Daniel and the Revelation, p. 634, footnote, 1905 

edition.  

4. J. White:  

―Those who die under the third angel‘s message are a part of the 144,000; there are 

not 144,000 in addition to these, but these help make up that number. They are 
raised to mortal life shortly before Christ comes, and . . . are changed to immortality 

when Christ appears.‖ RH Sept. 23, 1880.  

5. J. N. Loughborough:  

―If there is still a doubt of the resurrected Sabbath keepers‘ being numbered with the 

144,000, consider the following from Sister White‘s words in 1909. At the General 
Conference in 1909, Elder Irwin had a stenographer accompany him in a call upon 

Sister White. He wished to ask her some questions, and have an exact copy of the 

words of the questions, and the replies. Among other questions was this one: „Will 
those who have died in the message be among the 144,000?‟ In reply, Sister White 
said: „Oh, yes, those who have died in the faith will be among the 144,000. I am clear 
on that matter.‟ These were the exact words of question and answer, as Brother Irwin 

permitted me to copy from his stenographer‘s report.‖—Questions on the Sealing 
Message, p. 17.  

6. R. H. Johnson:  

―Among those who shouted victory over the beast and over his image were those who 

had come forth from their graves in the special resurrection, and were seen on the 

sea of glass. They were ‗the living saints, 144,000 in number.‖‗ RH July 27, 1905.  

7. L. R. Conradi:  

―In the same way, some will be resurrected from among the sleeping righteous who 
will complete the number of Israel according to Revelation 7.‖—Los Videntes y el 
Porvenir, p. 271.  

8. W. C. White about E. G. White:  

―Now to the question: Did Sister White teach that those who died in the message 

since 1844 and of whom it is said, ‗Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 

henceforth,‘ that they shall be members of the 144,000?  

―I can assure you, my brother, that this was the belief and the teaching of Ellen G. 

White. Many times I have heard her make statements to this effect, and I am in 
possession of a letter to Brother Hastings who is mentioned on page 237 of Life 
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Sketches in which she says plainly that his wife who had recently died would be a 

member of the 144,000.  

―In a letter recently received from a brother in Reno, Nevada, reference is made to a 

statement in Elder Loughborough‘s book found on page 29 in which it is reported 

that Sister White said: ‗Those who died in the faith will be among the 144,000. I am 

clear on that matter.‘  

―And I testify, my brother, that that is in perfect harmony with her writings, her 

sayings and her teachings throughout the years of her ministry.‖ Letter of W. C. 

White, dated April 18, 1929.  

9. Sabbath School Lesson of August 1, 1908:  

―From this we may recognize that, at the coming of the Lord, all of the 144,000, as 
living saints, will be composed of those who have never seen death and those who 
have died during the preaching of the last message but have resurrected before the 

appearing of the Lord.‖—Retranslated from the German Sabbath School Quarterly.  

10. SDA Encyclopedia:  

―The Sabbath was identified with the sealing message of Revelation 7, and as a 

result the Sabbath came to be seen as God‘s seal. ‗The position of our people then,‘ 
said Loughborough, ‗was that the sealing work at that time was going on, and that 

some of the 144,000 were then being sealed.‘ During the next few years, Ellen G. 

White repeatedly spoke of the sealing work currently in progress (EW 36-38, 44, 

etc.).  

―Corollary to the belief that those who accepted the third angel‘s message and the 
Sabbath were being sealed, was the belief that any who died would not in that way 

forfeit membership in the 144,000 but would come forth in a special resurrection to 

join their brethren who remained alive to the coming of the Lord.‖—SDA 
Encyclopedia, pp. 915, 916.  

―Ellen G. White identified the seal of God with the Sabbath in November, 1848 

(Joseph Bates, A Seal of the Living God, pp. 24-26), and Bates wrote his book on the 

subject in 1849. Also in 1849 Mrs. White wrote that the sealing work was then going 

forward (Present Truth, 1:21, August 1849).‖—SDA Encyclopaedia, p. 1163.  

New Light 

The statements just quoted under the previous subtitle show that it was a well-
established belief among the early Adventists that the sealing of the 144,000 began 

in 1848. But this doctrine is not upheld any longer with some among our quarters. 

We are told that we must leave the door open for changes when new light comes: 
that “We cannot hold that a position once taken, an idea once advocated, is not, under 
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any circumstances, to be relinquished. There is but One who is infallible – He who is 
the way, the truth, and the life.” TM 105. And we should not ignore that in the writings 
of E. G. White there are some declarations which seem to subvert the original SDA 
position about the sealing of the 144,000.” Many have taken these passages as a 
basis for the new belief that the sealing of the 144,000 did not begin in 1848, but 

that they will all be sealed under the latter rain, because they must all meet the 

following conditions:  

(a) They obtain the victory ―over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, 

and over the number of his name.‖ (Rev 15:2; AA 590, 591; GC 648).  

(b) They witness the final judgements of God through the period of the seven last 
plagues. ―They have seen the earth wasted with famine and pestilence, the sun 

having power to scorch men with great heat, and they themselves have endured 

suffering, hunger, and thirst.‖ GC 649.  

(c) ―They have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob‘s trouble; they have stood 

without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God‘s judgments.‖ GC 649.  

(d) They are ―translated from the earth, from among the living.‖ GC 649. This is why 

they are represented by Elijah. ―Elijah, who had been translated to heaven without 

seeing death, represented those who will be living upon the earth at Christ‘s second 

coming.‖ DA 422.  

These statements are taken as strong evidences in behalf of the new belief – that all 

the 144,000 are the very last generation of saints, who will be sealed under the latter 

rain, who will never see death, and ―are alive and remain unto the coming of the 

Lord‖ (1 Thess. 4:15).  

There is no doubt that the new interpretation, based especially on GC 648, 649, 
would stand on its own legs if there were no counter-evidences in the writings of E. 

G. White. Adventists have from the beginning followed an important expository rule: 

If the proposed exegesis of one verse is in harmony with all other verses which refer 
to that subject, then the explanation should be acceptable. If the exposition 

harmonizes, or seems to harmonize, with one verse, but conflicts with other verses 

relating to the same topic, then it is not acceptable. This is the problem with the new 
belief grounded on GC 648, 649. It does not harmonize with other Spirit of Prophecy 

statements, which clearly support the original SDA doctrine that the sealing of the 

144,000 actually began in 1848.  

Does E. G. White contradict herself? 

The sealing of the 144,000 under the threefold message, according to Revelation 7:1-

4 and 14:1-12, is described as a work which was going on in the days of Sister 
White. When she mentions the sealing work, she refers to a specific seal which only 

the 144,000 can receive, which the third angel places only on conscientious 
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Sabbath-keepers identified with his message, which some of the saints had received 
already in the early days of the message, and which is a covering (or protection) 

against the seven last plagues. This is why every Adventist who wants to understand 

the truth of the sealing message should analyse both sides of the question and 
decide for himself, on the weight of evidence, whether he will abide by the old 

doctrine or accept the new interpretation. In case he endorses the new 

interpretation, what will he do with the counter-evidence? Will he ignore the Spirit of 
Prophecy statements which collide with the modern explanation of GC 648, 649? Or 

will he say that Sister White was mistaken when she spoke of the sealing of the 

144,000, according to Revelation 7:1-4, as having begun in 1848, and that later on 

she corrected her previous declarations when she received more light on the subject? 
If, however, he holds on to the former Adventist stand, that the work described in 

Revelation 7:1-4 was started by the third angel in 1848, then he needs, for GC 648, 

649, an acceptable explanation which will harmonize with the old doctrinal position. 
I still uphold the original doctrine, and, therefore, will seek to explain GC 648, 649, 

in unison with the old belief. I do not think that Sister White contradicted herself. 

1. Under the proclamation of the threefold message, “every one” of God’s 

children, who is identified with the message and qualifies for a place in the 
kingdom, receives a specific seal according to Revelation 7:1-4, which is 

placed only on 144,000 saints. This becomes evident from the statements 

transcribed hereunder.  

(a) The third angel‘s mission is the sealing work of Revelation 7:1-4 in the antitypical 

Day of Atonement.  

―The mighty angel is seen ascending from the east (or sun-rising Mal 4:2). This 
mightiest of angels has in his hand the seal of the living God, or of Him who alone 

can give life, who can inscribe upon the forehead the mark of or inscription, to whom 

shall be granted immortality, eternal life. It is the voice of this highest angel that had 
authority to command the four angels to keep in check the four winds until this 

work was performed, and until he should give the summons to let them loose…. 

Only those who, in their attitude before God, are filling the position of those who are 
repenting and confessing their sins in the great antitypical day of atonement, will be 

recognized and marked as worthy of God‘s protection.‖ TM 444, 445. 

Let us bear in mind: The work that is attributed to the third angel is the special 

sealing of a specific group, the 144,000, according to Revelation 7:1-4. The third 
angel does this work in the antitypical day of atonement, which began in 1844 (GC 

433).  

E. G. White testifies: 

―I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‗Fearful is his work. Awful 

is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or 
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bind, the wheat for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole 

mind, the whole attention.‖ EW 118. 

―Who are voicing the message of the third angel, calling upon the world to make 

ready for the great day of God? The message we bear has the seal of the living God.‖ 

CT 459. 

(b) In the early days of the message, the third angel was already doing his work, 

according to Revelation 7:1-4.  

―I saw a little company travelling a narrow pathway. All seemed to be firmly united, 

bound together by the truth, in bundles, or companies. Said the angel, ‗The third 

angel is binding, or sealing, them in bundles for the heavenly garner.‘ This little 

company looked careworn, as if they had passed through severe trials and conflicts.‖ 

EW 88, 89 (published in 1854). 

We do not know how many had already been sealed by 1854, but we do know that 

the third angel, whose mission is depicted in Revelation 7:1-4, was actively sealing 

some of the 144,000 at that time.  

In vision, November 1848, the servant of the Lord spoke the following words with 

reference to the sealing work of Revelation 7:1-4:  

―He [God] was well pleased when His law began to come up in strength. That truth 

[the Sabbath truth] arises, and is on the increase, stronger and stronger. It‘s the 

seal! It‘s coming up! It arises, coming from the rising of the sun, like the sun, first 
cold, grows warmer, and sends its rays. When that truth arose, there was little light 

in it, but it has been increasing. Oh, the power of these rays!‖ 

―The angels are holding the winds. It is God that restrains the powers. The angels 

have not let go, for the saints are not all sealed. The time of trouble has commenced. 

It has begun. The reason why the four winds are not let go, is because the saints are 
not all sealed. It [the trouble] is on the increase more and more; that trouble will 

never end until the earth is rid of the wicked. Why, they [the winds] are just ready to 

blow. There is a check put on because the saints are not all sealed. Yes, publish the 
things thou hast seen and heard, and the blessing of God will attend.‖ — A Seal of 

the Living God, pp. 24-26.  

The declaration that the saints were ―not all sealed,‖ way back in 1848, implies that 

some were already sealed. This fact was confirmed in another vision which was given 

to the servant of the Lord on January 5, 1849. She wrote:  

―He [my accompanying angel] showed me that it was God that restrained the powers, 
and that He gave His angels charge over things on the earth, and that the four 

angels had power form God to hold the four wind, and that they were about to let 

the four winds go, and while they had started on their mission to let them go, the 
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merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not all sealed; then He raised 
His hands to the Father and plead with Him that He had spilled His blood for them. 

Then another angel was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels, and bid them 

hold until the servants of God were sealed with the seal of the living God in their 

foreheads.‖ —Present Truth, August 1849.  

Again, the same fact was repeated—that the saints ―were not all sealed‖—which 

implies that some were.  

The seal of the living God was described as a covering, as a mark of protection, for 

the coming time of trouble – a shelter which the Lord was already drawing over His 

people in 1849, as the sealing time had already begun. Describing a vision received 

on March 24, 1849, Sister White wrote:  

―Satan is now using every device in this sealing time to keep the minds of God‘s 

people from the present truth and to cause them to waver. I saw a covering that God 

was drawing over His people to protect them in the time of trouble; and every soul 
that was decided on the truth and was pure in heart was to be covered with the 

covering of the Almighty…. I saw that Satan was at work in these ways to distract, 

deceive, and draw away God‘s people, just now in this sealing time…. Satan was 
trying his every art to hold them where they were, until the sealing was past, until 

the covering was drawn over God‘s people, and they [the careless] left without a 

shelter from the burning wrath of God, in the seven last plagues. God has begun to 

draw this covering over His people, and it will soon be drawn over all who are to have 

a shelter in the day of slaughter.‖ EW 43, 44.  

―Those only who have the seal of the living God, will be sheltered from the storm of 

wrath.‖—Present Truth, September 1849.  

―The sealing time is very short, and will soon be over.‖ EW 58.  

The early Adventists expected Christ to come very soon. And He could have come in 

the days of the pioneers (GC 458). In this case, the faithful believers who received 
the seal of God would have been the last generation of Christians – those that stayed 

alive and remained unto the coming of the Lord (1 Thess. 4:15). The number of God‘s 

subjects would have been completed in a short time. And Christ would have come. It 
was in this context that E. G. White wrote about the sealing work of Revelation 7:1-4 

as a present event. But there was a delay, because the Advent people were not 

prepared to receive the Lord. So, what will happen to those who received the seal of 

God as an initial and partial fulfilment of Revelation 7:1-4? Will they forfeit the 
position that was already assigned to them – the right to be among the 144,000 – 

only because others, who should have followed their example, failed to obtain the 

needed preparation? Not at all. They come under a special provision. ―Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.‖ Revelation 14:13. They will be 

brought back to life in the special resurrection (GC 637), before the coming of Christ, 
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and, together with the other saints, sealed under the latter rain; they will make up 

the company of 144,000. This is what the statements quoted hereunder will prove.  

(c) The saints who died in the faith of the third angel‘s message will come up in the 

partial resurrection, to be among the 144,000.  

In 1848 or 1849, Sister White was given a vision of other worlds. She wrote:  

―I begged my attending angel to let me remain in that place. I could not bear the 

thought of coming back to this dark world again. Then the angel said, ‗You must go 
back, and if you are faithful, you, with the 144,000, shall have the privilege of 

visiting all the worlds and viewing the handiwork of God.‘‖ EW 40.  

The hope of Sister White, based on the assurance given her by the angel of God, was 

conditional. She would be with (or among) the 144,000 if she remained faithful. 

Since she received the promise of the Lord (1848 or 1849), there has been a delay, 
and she was not sure whether she would live until the coming of the Lord. But this 

would not change the promise, which was still hers, on condition of faithfulness. She 

wrote in 1907:  

―I may live until the coming of the Lord; but if I should not, I trust it may be said of 
me: ‗Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 

Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.‘‖ 1SM 

55, 56.  

Due to this other promise of the Lord – ―Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth‖ (Rev. 14:13) – Sister White was sure that, if she remained faithful 

to the end, she would not forfeit her membership in the company of 144,000 saints. 

This promise belongs to all those who are sealed by the third angel (Rev. 7:1-4; 14:1-

13). The numbered group referred to in Revelation 7:1-4 is the same group that is 
mentioned in Revelation 14:1-5, and again in Revelation 14:12, 13, where those 

among this group who happen to die before the coming of the Lord, are declared 

―blessed,‖ because they still retain the seal, the ―Father‘s name written in their 
foreheads,‖ and still belong to the same group. This is why E. G. White testified 

about a faithful sister who had been laid to rest and about others who had reached 

an advanced age:  

―I saw that she [a certain sister who had died in the Lord – Mrs. Hasting] was sealed 
and would come up at the voice of God and stand upon the earth, and would be with 

the 144,000.‖ 2SM 263.  

―There are living upon our earth men who have passed the age of fourscore and ten. 

The natural results of old age are seen in their feebleness. But they believe God, and 
God loves them. The seal of God is upon them, and they will be among the number 

of whom the Lord has said, ‗Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.‘‖ 7BC 982.  
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―As he [John] looked with intense interest he beheld the company of God‘s 
commandment-keeping people. They had upon their foreheads the seal of the living 

God, and he said: [Revelation 14:12, 13 quoted].‖ 6T 15.  

The Bible texts (Revelation 7:1-14; 14:1-13), as explained by the Spirit of Prophecy, 

according to the quotations used herein, establish a chain of links as follows: The 
third angel, with the seal of the living God (TM 444; EW 118, 89), seals 144,000 

servants of God (Rev. 7:1-4; 14:1), whose characteristics are given in the context 

describing the work of this angel (Rev. 14:3-5, 12). The description of his work 
includes a special promise to those who should be saved through his message but 

should die before the coming of the Lord (Rev. 14:13). These scriptures do not 

mention – nor does E. G. White in her comments on these scriptures mention – any 

other group of sealed saints besides the 144,000. Therefore, let us share the blessed 
hope of the servant of the Lord and her contemporaries, who are resting in the grave, 

awaiting the special resurrection, to integrate the number of living saints at the 

coming of Christ.  

―Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and 

forty-for thousand.‖ 7BC 970.  

―As the result of the threefold message it is announced, ‗Here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.‘‖ GC 453, 454.  

―When the third angel‘s message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty 

inhabitants of the earth…. All who have proved themselves loyal to the divine 

precepts have received ‗the seal of the living God.‘ Then Jesus ceases His 
intercession in the sanctuary above…. The number of His subjects is made up.‖ GC 

613, 614.  

Those who have died in the faith of the third angel‘s message will come up at the 

voice of God, before the coming of Christ, to hear the covenant of peace, which will 
be declared only to 144,000, when God shall announce the day and hour of Christ‘s 

coming.  

―Graves are opened, and ‗many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth… awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.‘ Dan. 12:2. 
All who have died in the faith of the third angel‘s message come forth from the tomb 

glorified, to hear God‘s covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.‖ GC 

637.  

―The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus‘ 

coming, and delivering the everlasting covenant to His people.‖ GC 640.  

―Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us the day and hour 
of Jesus‘s coming. The living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the 

voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake.‖ EW 15.  
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When the voice of God is heard, declaring the covenant of peace to the living saints, 
144,000 in number, where will those be who have been resurrected to hear the 

covenant of peace? If they are not among the living saints, 144,000 in number, 

where else could they be? The only other class of people on earth at that time, 

according to the prophetic description (EW 15), are the wicked.  

In reference to the subject matter of this book - the sealed 144,000 - I have been 
greatly moved by the Spirit of God to write and publish the facts as to how the 
sealing message was obtained - not only from the Bible, but by direct instruction 
in visions of Sister E. G. White; also as to how the message was received and 
taught by our ministers and people down to the year 1894, when the "new light" 
theory found its advocate in one who afterwards apostatized from the faith, and 

died without seeing the fulfillment of his expectation that he would live to the 
end of time, and hence be one of the 144,000. His claim was that later 
testimonies of Sister White taught that all the 144,000 would be made up of 

those who had never died.  {1916 JNL, QSM 3.3}  

When I found that some were teaching that "all of the 144,000 who will be 
sealed are now living," I thought it time that someone should speak, and show 
that it is not the manner of God's prophets to make positive statements at one 
time, and afterwards teach entirely contrary to them. Such surely was not the 
course of Bible prophets. The whole of this "new light" is produced by taking 
words out of their connection, and away from the things of which they are 
spoken, and giving them a general application, as you will see when we come to 
the analysis of the matter. {1916 JNL, QSM 4.1} 

I will quote from a tract published in 1852, a vision given to Sister White, at the 

home of Brother Harris, at Centerport, New York, August 24, 1850:  

"I saw that Satan will work now more powerfully than ever before, for he knows 

that his time is short, and that the sealing will soon be over. And he will now 
work in every insinuation to get the saints off their guard, and get them to sleep 
upon present truth, and doubting it, so as to prevent their being sealed with the 
seal of the living God." We read in "Early Writings," "Experience and Views," 
page 49, old edition: "The sealing time is very short, and soon will be over. Now 
is the time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, to make our calling 
and election sure." {1916 JNL, QSM 20.2} It was because of these plain 
statements, that our people and ministers, down to 1894, believed and taught 
that the sealing work had been going on since 1848, and that the 144,000 were 
being sealed. I do not see how we could draw any other idea, from the 
testimonies we have quoted, than that the sealing work had begun in 1848-

1850. {1916 JNL, QSM 21.1} 
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There will be only 144,000 saints at the coming of Christ 

Will any who have died in the faith since 1848, when that message was received, be 
reckoned with the 144,000 ? 

SOME persons, more especially since 1894, have claimed that none will be reckoned 

among the 144,000 but those who lived until the second coming of Christ; and that 

this must be so, for according to Rev.14:3,4, they are "redeemed from among men," 
and "from the earth." According to Daniel 12, there is a partial resurrection in the 

"time of trouble," just before Christ's second coming. We read: "At that time shall 

Michael stand up, . . . And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." 

Surely those who awake to everlasting life will be alive and "among men," when 

Christ comes. {1916 JNL, QSM 22.1}  

If, in 1848-1850, persons were being sealed, we would naturally expect they 
would be of those wakened to everlasting life, and so be with the 144,000. Of 
this resurrection we read in "Early Writings," "Spiritual Gifts," old edition, page 
145: "There was one clear place of settled glory, whence came the voice of God 
like many waters, shaking the heavens and the earth. There was a mighty 
earthquake. The graves were opened, and those who had died in faith under 
the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty 
beds, glorified, to hear the covenant of peace that God was to make with those 
who had kept His law."  {1916 JNL, QSM 22.2}  

In "Spiritual Gifts," pages 145, 146, we read: "As God spoke the day and the hour of 

Jesus' coming, and delivered the everlasting covenant to His people, He spoke one 

sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through the earth. The 

Israel of God stood with their eyes fixed upwards, listening to the words as they 
came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled through the earth like peals of loudest 

thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence the saints shouted, 

Glory! Hallelujah! Their countenances were lighted up with the glory of God, and 
they shone with glory as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai 

(glorified). The wicked could not look upon them for the glory. And when the never-

ending blessing was pronounced on those who had honored God, in keeping His 
Sabbath holy, there was a mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his 

image." {1916 JNL, QSM 23.1}  

Of the same we read in "Testimonies for the Church," volume 1, page 59: "Soon we 

heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' 
coming. The living saints, 144,000 in number (remember that the resurrected 

Sabbath keepers are then among the living saints), knew and understood the voice, 

while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spake the 

time, He poured upon us the Holy Spirit, and our faces began to light up and shine 
with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he came down from Mount Sinai. {1916 

JNL, QSM 24.1}  
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"The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads were the 
words 'God.' 'New Jerusalem,' and a glorious star containing Jesus' new name. 
At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently up 
to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, when we would stretch forth the 
hand in the name of the Lord, and they would fall helpless to the ground." {1916 

JNL, QSM 24.2}  

If it be claimed that none will be numbered among the 144,000 but those who live 

until Christ's second coming, without tasting death, what about those Sabbath 
keepers who in 1848 to 1850 were being sealed? There are not a half dozen of those 

now alive who were then keeping the Sabbath. If they were then sealed, they will be 

among those resurrected to eternal life at the voice of God.  {1916 JNL, QSM 24.3} 

If there is still a doubt of the resurrected Sabbath keepers' being numbered with the 

144,000, consider the following from Sister White's words in 1909. At the general 
Conference in 1909, Elder Irwin had a stenographer accompany him in a call upon 

Sister White. He wished to ask her some questions, and have an exact copy of the 

words of the questions, and the exact words of the replies. Among other questions 
was this one: "Will those who have died in the message be among the 144,000?" In 

reply, Sister White said: "Oh, yes, those who have died in the faith will be among the 

144,000. I am clear on that matter." These were the exact words of question and 
answer, as Brother Irwin permitted me to copy from his stenographer's report. {1916 

JNL, QSM 31.1} 

Order of Events 

The fact that, at the coming of Christ, there will be only 144,000 living saints, is 

confirmed by other statements besides EW 15.  

(a) At the voice of God, when ―all the saints: are delivered, shortly before the coming 

of Jesus, only 144,000 rejoice with shouts of triumph.  

―A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for 
deliverance. This was the time of Jacob‘s trouble. Then all the saints cried out with 

anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The 144,000 triumphed.‖ 

EW 36, 37.  

(b) At the coming of Christ, the 144,000 will recognize their friends who were 

separated from them at the beginning of the Advent Movement.  

The early pioneers, who were identified with the third angel‘s message, and who are 

among the 144,000, will recognize Brethren Fitch and Stockman, and others, 

immediately, when they see them.  

―The graves opened, and the dead came up clothed with immortality. The 144,000 
shouted, ‗Alleluia!‘ as they recognized their friends who had been torn from them by 
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death…. Angels were all about us as we marched over the sea of glass to the gate of 
the city…. We all went under the tree and sat down to look at the glory of the place, 

when Brethren Fitch and Stocman, who had preached the gospel of the kingdom [in 

the days of William Miller], and whom God had laid in the grave to save them, came 
to us and asked us what we had passed through while they were sleeping…. Mount 

Zion was just before us, and on the mount was a glorious temple…. And as we were 

about to enter the holy temple, Jesus raised His lovely voice and said, ‗Only the 
144,000 enter this place,‘ and we shouted ‗Alleluia‘…. The wonderful things I there 

saw I cannot describe…. I saw there tables of stone in which the names of the 

144,000 were engraved in letters of gold. After we beheld the glory of the temple, we 

went out…. Soon we heard [Jesus's] lovely voice again, saying, ‗Come My people, you 
have come out of great tribulation, and done My will; suffered for Me; come in to 

supper, for I will gird Myself, and serve you.‘ We shouted, ‗Alleluia! Glory!‘ and 

entered into the city.‖ EW 16-19.  

Here E. G. White mentions two groups of saints – (a) the 144,000 and (b) their 
friends who had been laid in the grave before the coming of the third angel‘s 

message. She even gives the names of two of them. To which of these two groups 

does Sister White belong? The reader can get the answer from the description. She 
entered the temple where no one besides the 144,000 was permitted to enter. That 

means she is with (or among) the 144,000, as we read in EW 40 and 7BC 970, 

quoted before.  

Let us beware how we read this last text (EW 16-19). The very danger that exists in a 
merely literal and grammatical reading of GC 648, 649, also exists in EW 16-19, if 

such reading is used. It is just as easy to argue, on the basis of GC 648, 649, that all 

the 144,000 will remain alive through the time of Jacob‘s trouble, under the seven 

last plagues, as it is to contend, on the ground of EW 16-19, that all the 144,000 will 

recognize their friends who died in the time of William Miller.  

More on the New Interpretation  

Those that insist on supporting the new interpretation may argue: If Sister White, 

and that other sister, and many others, will be ―with‖ of ―among‖ the 144,000 (EW 

40; 2SM 263; 7BC 982; 7BC 970), this means that they will not included in that 
number, but that they will be added to the 144,000. We cannot agree with 

conclusion for two main reasons: Both the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy furnish 

examples where the prepositions ―with‖ and ―among‖ do not necessarily mean 
―addition to‖ a certain group. In John 20:24, Thomas with the twelve does not make 

thirteen. In DA 716, ―Judas… among the twelve‖ does not make thirteen. And, in EW 

255, ―the fourth commandment among the ten holy precepts‖ does not make eleven. 

Other examples could be adduced to show that ―with‖ and ―among‖ are commonly 
used to indicate ―inclusion in‖ a numbered company. The other reason why we 

cannot agree with the idea that those faithful believers must be ―added to‖ the 

144,000, is that, in a vision, Sister White entered a place where only 144,000 were 
permitted to enter (EW 19). Besides, John the Revelator saw on mount Zion a 
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specific number of saints – 144,000 – without any addition. Therefore, those dear 
believers who died in the hope of being ―with‖ or ―among‖ the 144,000 must be 

included in this number.  

The fact that the 144,000 will be translated ―from among the living‖ has also been 

used as an argument against the original doctrine. We think that there is no 
difficulty with this expression, because those who come up in the partial 

resurrection (GC 637) are counted among the living, not among the dead. See 

example in Luke 24:5.  

Another statement that has often been used in support of the new interpretation is 
this: ―Jesus would be honoured by translating, without seeing death, the faithful 

waiting ones who had so long expected Him.‖ EW 283. This passage refers to the 

time when ―the saints left the cities and villages,‖ under the decree, and ―were 

pursued by the wicked, who sought to slay them‖ (EW 284). Not the whole company 
of 144,000 is meant here only those who are alive at that time and who will be joined 

by others at the partial resurrection when the number of 144,000 will be completed 

(Cf GC 637; GC 640; EW 15). Besides, the ―death‖ that the saints will be delivered 
form, in this description (EW 283, 284), is the death demanded or permitted by the 

decree, which the wicked will try to inflict on the people of God. Of course, if they 

have already received the seal of protection, they are not subject to death during the 

time of Jacob‘s trouble.  

It is plain that the sealing work of Revelation 7:1-4, which, in my undertaking, is in 

perfect harmony with the Bible and the writings of E. G. White started in 1848 and 

there are those who were already sealed as have been shown and the errors of others 

and their disbelief cannot cause the righteous to forfeit their place in that great work 
which had begun in their time. In the issue of the great contest two parties are 

developed: those who ‗worship the beast and his image,‘ and receive his mark, and 

those who receive ‗the seal of the living God,‘ who have the ‗Father‘s name written in 

their foreheads.‘‖ 7BC 980.  

At the coming of Jesus, besides “the living saints, 144,000 in number” (EW 

15), there will be “a great multitude” who will be taken to heaven (Rev. 7:9; GC 

665). This is “the risen throng” – “the sleeping saints” who will be called forth 
from their tombs by the voice of the Son of God at His coming. Then “the 

living righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of 

victory” (GC 644).  

Order of Resurrection and Special Resurrection – GC Chapter XXXV - God's 

People Delivered 

Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth" "awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." [Daniel 12:2.] 

All who have died in faith under the third angel's message come forth from the 

tomb glorified, to hear God's COVENANT of peace with those who have kept his 
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law. "They also which pierced Him," those that mocked and derided Christ's dying 

agonies, and the most violent opposers of his truth and his people, are raised to 

behold him in his glory, and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.  

Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 4{4SP 454.1} 

Revelation 7:5-8 ―Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve 
thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve 
thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 8 
Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were 

sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.‖ 

We have listed here the tribes that the 144,000 come from. But does this refer to 

literal Israel? Let us compare the tribes of literal Israel to the list found here. 

Literal Israel Revelation 7 

Judah Judah 

Rueben Rueben 

Gad Gad 

Asher Asher 

Naphtali Naphtali 

Manassah Manassah 

Simeon Simeon 

Issachar Levi 

Zebulun Issachar 

Benjamin Zebulun 

Ephraim Joseph 

Dan Benjamin 

Why are the name of Ephraim and Dan have been left out and the names of Joseph 
and Levi being added in? The reason for excluding Ephraim is that they were heavily 

into idolatry. (Hosea 4:17) Dan was regarded as backbiters (Genesis 49:17) and there 
will be no backbiters/gossipers in heaven. (Romans 1:28-32). So the tribes cannot 

be literal Israel as the two lists do not line up. But we find it to be the twelve tribes 

of spiritual Israel that James was addressing his letter to. (James 1:1) See also 

Romans 11:17-24; 9:6-8; 2:28-29. 

Before we move on we will take a closer look at the identifying marks of the 144,000. 

1. In the context of chapter 6, they are those that will stand at the second 
coming. 

2. They pass through great tribulation. (Such as the 7 last plagues) 
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3. All 144,000 are a part of spiritual Israel not literal Israel. 
4. They are righteous, see comments on verse 14. 

5. All have hungered, thirsted, felt the effects of heat, and have wept.  

6. They sing the song of Moses which is the experience of deliverance and victory 
over their enemies. (song = experience, see Revelation 5:9) Also the song of the 

Lamb, which is the experience of living a life of the sacrificing of self. 

(Revelation 14:3; 15:3) 
7. 144,000 gain the victory over the beast, image, his mark, and the number of 

his name. 

8. They are redeemed from among men, that is, the living Revelation 14:4; not 

from among the dead/grave. (Hosea 13:14) 

So we can see that, the 144,000 are a group of righteous (as they have the character 
of the Father reproduced in their lives), living in the end time, that pass through 

great tribulation and the 7 last plagues. They keep holy the seventh day Sabbath 

and live through this time of trouble, not tasting death, and see Christ coming the 

second time. For they have gained the victory over their enemies. 

Revelation 7:9-12 ―After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 
And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 
about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, 12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 

Amen.‖ 

After John heard the description and the sealing of the 144,000, he sees a great 

multitude which no man could number. (which clearly shows that these are two 
separate groups, as the 144,000 are numbered) They are from all nations, kindreds, 

people, and tongues, showing us that this is the redeemed of all ages. They are 

Clothed in white robes - These stand before the throne of the Father and before the 
Lamb, Jesus Christ, in white robes. White, as we have already seen to be, is the 

symbol of purity, righteousness, and victory. They stand before the Father and Jesus 

in purity and righteousness. 

"After these things"--meta tauta: that is, after I saw these things thus represented, it 

may be rendered that: “John had another vision”. This would undoubtedly imply, not 
only that he saw these things after he had seen the sealing of the hundred and forty-

four thousand, but that they would occur after some events is evident because after 

the sealing, the four winds are let loose and then there is the coming of Lord before 
the 144,000 and the redeemed are seen at Mt. Sion. But John does not state 

whether they would immediately occur, or whether other things might not intervene. 

As a matter of fact, the vision seems to be transferred from earth to heaven--for the 
multitudes which he saw appeared "before the throne," (Re 7:9) that is, before the 
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throne of God in heaven. The design seems to be to carry the mind forward quite 
beyond the storms and tempests of earth--the scenes of woe and sorrow--the days of 

error, darkness, declension, and persecution into that period when the church 

should be triumphant in heaven. Instead, therefore, of leaving the impression that 
the hundred and forty-four thousand would be all that would be saved, the eye is 

directed to an innumerable host, gathered from all ages, all climes, and all people, 

triumphant in glory. The multitude that John thus saw was not, therefore, I 
apprehend, the same as the hundred and forty- four thousand, but a far greater 

number--the whole assembled host of the redeemed in heaven, gathered there as 

victors, with palm-branches, the symbols of triumph, in their hands. The object of 

the vision is to cheer those who are desponding in times of religious declension and 
in seasons of persecution, and when the number of true Christians seems to be 

small, with the assurance that an immense host shall be redeemed from our world, 

and be gathered triumphant before the throne. I beheld. That is, he saw them before 
the throne. The vision is transferred from earth to heaven; from the contemplation of 

the scene when desolation seemed to impend over the world, and when 

comparatively few in number were "sealed" as the servants of God, to the time when 
the redeemed would be triumphant, and when a host which no man can number 

would stand before God.  

And, lo: indicating surprise, a vast host burst upon the view. Instead of the 

comparatively few who were sealed, an innumerable company were presented to his 

vision, and surprise was the natural effect.  

A great multitude is presented to his view instead of the comparatively small number 
on which the attention had been fixed. The number was so great that no one could 

count them, and John, therefore, did not attempt to do it. This is such a statement 

as one would make who should have a view of all the redeemed in heaven. It would 
appear to be a number beyond all power of computation. This representation is in 

strong contrast with a very common opinion that only a few that‘s 144,000, will be 

saved. The representation in the Bible is, that immense hosts of the human race will 
be saved; and though vast numbers will be lost, and though at any particular period 

of the world hitherto it may seem that few have been in the path to life, yet we have 

every reason to believe that, taking the race at large, and estimating it as a whole, a 
vast majority of the whole will be brought to heaven. For the true religion is yet to 

spread all over the world, and perhaps for many, many thousands of years, piety is 

to be as prevalent as sin has been. Not only of Jews; not only of the nations which in 

the time of the sealing vision had embraced the gospel, but of all the nations of the 

earth.  

Albert Barnes Commentary 

Stood before the throne, the throne of God; the throne is there represented 
as set up in heaven, and the vision here is a vision of what will occur in heaven. 
It is designed to carry the thoughts beyond all the scenes of conflict, strife, and 
persecution on earth, to the time when the church shall be triumphant in glory--
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when all storms shall have passed by; when all persecutions shall have ceased; 
when all revolutions shall have occurred; when all the elect--not only the 
hundred and forty-four thousand of the sealed, but of all nations and times--
shall have been gathered in. There was a beautiful propriety in this vision. John 
saw the tempests stayed, as by the might of angels. He saw a new influence 
and power that would seal the true servants of God. But those tempests were 
stayed only for a time, and there were more awful visions in reserve than any 
which had been exhibited revisions of woe and sorrow, of persecution and of 
death. It was appropriate, therefore, just at this moment of calm suspense--of 
delayed judgments--to suffer the mind to rest on the triumphant close of the 
whole in heaven, when a countless host would be gathered there with palms in 
their hands, uniting with angels in the worship of God. The mind, by the 

contemplation of this beautiful vision, would be refreshed and strengthened for 
the disclosure of the awful scenes which were to occur on the sounding of the 
trumpets under the seventh seal. The simple idea is, that, amidst the storms 
and tempests of life--scenes of existing or impending trouble and wrath--it is 
well to let the eye rest on the scene of the final triumph, when innumerable 
hosts of the redeemed shall stand before God, and when sorrow shall be known 

no more. 

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary: 

Palms in their hands - Palm branches are a symbol of rejoicing and victory. 
This antitype seems similar in circumstances to Christ's entry into Jerusalem 
amidst the palm-bearing multitude (John 12:13). This shall be just when He is 
about to come visibly and take possession of His kingdom. The palm branch is 
the symbol of joy and triumph. It was used at the feast of tabernacles, on the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month, when they kept feast to God in thanksgiving 
for the ingathered fruits. The antitype shall be the completed gathering in of the 
harvest of the elect redeemed here described. Compare Zec 14:16, whence it 

appears that the earthly feast of tabernacles will be renewed, in 
commemoration of Israel's preservation in her long wilderness-like sojourn 
among the nations from which she shall now be delivered, just as the original 
typical feast was to commemorate her dwelling for forty years in booths or 
tabernacles in the literal wilderness. 

Revelation 7:10. Salvation to our God - This statement shows the work of the 

Father and Jesus, for salvation belongs to them both, and no one else. (Isaiah 43:11, 

Jeremiah 3:23, Hosea 13:4) This statement is made by the great multitude. 

Worshiped God - When this statement was made, the reaction was one of worship. 
Once again we have seven different forms of praise mentioned here. And it is right 

for us, too, to give Him this praise. Blessing - This is a doxology as in Revelation 

5:12. Here again, as in Revelation 5:8-14, is a vision of the vindication of God and 
Christ. Upon the testimony of the saved, the hosts of heaven are again reminded 

that God is wise and righteous. They worship Him with blessing, glory, thanksgiving 

and honor. 
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Revelation 7:13-14 ―And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14 And I said unto him, 
Sir, you knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.‖ 

What are these...arrayed in white robes...whence came they - This questioned 

posed to John is to bring his attention to a special group. It can not be a reference to 

the great multitude as John knew exactly where they had come from and who they 

were. Thus this must be referring to the 144,000, as the list following will clearly 
show. John had seen the 144,000, in their mortal state, receiving the seal of God 

and passing through great tribulation; but as they now stand among the redeemed 

throng, the transition is so great, and the condition in which they now appear so 

different, that he does not recognize them. 

What are these which are arrayed in white robes? Who are these? The object 

evidently is to bring the case of these persons more particularly into view. The vast 

host with branches of palm had attracted the attention of John, but it was the object 

of the speaker to turn his thoughts to a particular part of the host--the martyrs who 
stood among them. He would seem, therefore, to have turned to a particular portion 

of the immense multitude of the redeemed, and by an emphasis on the word these--

"Who are these?" to have fixed the eye upon them. All those who are before the 
throne are represented as clothed in white robes, (Re 7:9) but the eye might be 

directed to a particular part of them as grouped together, and as having something 
peculiar in their position or appearance. There was a propriety in thus directing the 

mind of John to the martyrs as triumphing in heaven, in a time when the churches 
were suffering persecution, and in view of the vision which he had had of times of 

darkness and calamity coming upon the world at the opening of the sixth seal. 

Beyond all the scenes of sorrow and grief, he was permitted to see the martyrs 

triumphing in heaven.  

Revelation 7:14. This had come out of great tribulation - All Christians must 

―through much tribulation enter the kingdom of God‖ Acts 14:22. But with the 

144,000 it is in a greater sense. They pass through the time of trouble such as never 
was since there was a nation (Daniel 12:1). A time of great mental anguish, referred 

to as Jacobs‘s trouble (Jeremiah 30:4-7). They stand through the outpouring of 

unmingled wrath from God (in the form of the seven last plagues), upon the wicked, 

without a mediator. No other group has passed through a time as such. Their 
clothing was of White robes - We know that this is given to those that are 

overcomers. Revelation 3:5, 18) each of them have overcome sin by the grace of God, 

they have obtained the victory. They would not violate one of the commandments of 
God, which is expressed by having the Father's name/character in their foreheads. 

(Revelation 14:1) Each of them has had their life washed in the blood of Christ. ―The 
life of all flesh is in the blood‖ Leviticus 17:11, 14, and thus they have washed their 
lives in the life of Christ and it is Christ's life that is being revealed in them, a life 

filled with righteousness. 

http://www.revelationbibleprophecy.org/revelation7.html#1
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Revelation 7:15-17 ―Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears 

from their eyes.‖ 

Therefore they are before the throne - Because of the victory gained through 

Christ against sin, the experience of going through the great tribulation, they are 

very near to God. It is their keenest desire to serve Him day and night in His temple. 

Revelation 7:16. Hunger, thirst - Obviously they have suffered hunger and 
thirsting. This is a reference to their trials in the last days. Even though their bread 

and water will be sure, (Isaiah 33:16) or enough for sustenance, when all the 

pastures and fruitful places are dried up (Joel 1:18-20) and the rivers and fountains 
turned to blood, (Revelation 16:4-9) there will be time when the righteous will be 

brought occasionally into extreme decrees of hunger and thirst. Once in heaven they 

shall never hunger or thirst again. 

Sun light on them, nor any heat - When power is given unto the sun to ―scorch 
men with fire‖ Revelation 16:8-9, the righteous will be shielded from its burning rays. 
But they will not have their sensibilities so deadened as to not feel any 

unpleasantness from the terrific heat. But in the heavenly Canaan they will be able 

to appreciate the promise of God that the sun will not light on them. 

Revelation 7:17. The Lamb – Jesus Christ. 

Robertson's NT Word Pictures: 

In the midst of the throne. In the midst (ana meson). In Re 5:6 we have en 
mesôi tou thronou as the position of the Lamb, and so that is apparently the 
sense of ana meson here as in Mt 13:25, though it can mean "between," as 
clearly so in 1Co 6:5. Shall be their shepherd (paimanei autous). "Shall 
shepherd them," future active of poimainô (from poimên, shepherd), in Joh 
21:16; Ac 20:28; 1Pe 5:2; Re 2:27; 7:17; 12:5; 19:15. Jesus is still the Good 
Shepherd of his sheep (Joh 10:11,14). Cf. Ps 23:1. Shall guide them (hodê gêsei 
autous). Future active of hodêgeô, old word (from hodêgos, guide, Mt 15:14), 
used of God's guidance of Israel (Ex 15:13), of God's guidance of individual lives 
(Ps 5:9), of the guidance of the Holy Spirit (Joh 16:13), of Christ's own guidance 
here (cf. Joh 14:4; Re 14:4). Unto fountains of waters of life (epi zôês pêgas 
hudatôn). The language is like that in Isa 49:10; Jer 2:13. Note the order, "to 
life's water springs" (Swete) like the Vulgate ad vitae fontes aquarum, with 

emphasis on zôês (life's). For this idea see also Joh 4:12, 14; 7:38; Re 21:6; 
22:1,17. No special emphasis on the plural here or in Re 8:10; 14:7; 16:4. And 
God shall wipe away (kai exaleipsei ho theos). Repeated in Re 21:4 from Isa 
25:8. Future active of exaleiphô, old compound, to wipe out (ex), off, away, 
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already in Re 3:5 for erasing a name and in Ac 3:19 for removing the stain (guilt) 
of sin. Every tear (pân dakruon). Old word, with other form, dakru, in Lu 
7:38,44. Note repetition of ek with ophthalmôn (out of their eyes). "Words like 
these of vv. Re 7:15-17 must sound as a divine music in the ears of the 
persecuted. God will comfort as a mother comforts" 

Revelation 7:16, 17: “They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” This is an answer likened to that of a 
desirous child longing for its mother and it doesn‘t cry anymore but sobs hence the 

effect is felt by its mother holding it in her hands and gives an assurance that she 

will never leave again but of course the mother do later leave but here Christ 

assurance is a sure promise. 

BLESSINGS 


