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PREVAILING FAITH 



 Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  

 

 11:6 But without faith [it is] impossible to please 

[him]: for he that cometh to God must believe that 

he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them that 

diligently seek him. 



 G4102 

 πίστις 

 pistis 

 pis'-tis 

 From G3982; persuasion, that is, credence; moral 

conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God 

or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for 

salvation; abstractly constancy in such profession; by 

extension the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself: - 

assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity. 

 



 G5287 

 ὑπόστασις 

 hupostasis 

 hoop-os'-tas-is 

 From a compound of G5259 and G2476; a setting 

under (support), that is, (figuratively) concretely 

essence, or abstractly assurance (objectively or 

subjectively): - confidence, confident, person, 

substance. 

 Total KJV occurrences: 5 

 



Saving faith 

 Heb 10:39  But we are not of them who draw back 

unto perdition; but of them that believe to the 

saving of the soul.  

 



 What is faith? "The substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). It 

is an assent of the understanding to God's words 

which binds the heart in willing consecration and 

service to God, Who gave the understanding, 

Who moved on the heart, Who first drew the mind 

to view Christ on the cross of Calvary. Faith is 

rendering to God the intellectual powers, 

abandonment of  the mind and will to God, and 

making Christ the only door to enter into the kingdom 

of  heaven.  {FW 25.2}  



 What is faith?--True faith takes in the whole man, it 

enables the soul to rise out of an imperfect, 

undeveloped state, and to understand what true 

wisdom is. See Proverbs 8.  {Educational Messenger, 

March 19, 1909 par. 8}  



 Luke  18:8 I tell you that he will avenge them 

speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, 

shall he find faith on the earth?  



 James  1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him 

ask of God, that giveth to all [men] liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.   

  1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 

he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 

with the wind and tossed.  



 Wisdom from Above 

 Jas 3:13  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? 

let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of 

wisdom. Jas 3:14  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your 

hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.Jas 3:15  This wisdom 

descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  

 Jas 3:16  For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 

evil work. Jas 3:17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  

 Jas 3:18  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 

make peace.  

 



 Romans 10:17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, 

and hearing by the word of God.  



 This is shown also in the truth that "faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Rom. 

10:17. Since faith thus comes indeed by the very 

word of  God itself, it is perfectly plain that where 

there is no word of  God, there can be no faith. 

{February 21, 1899 ATJ, ARSH 120.3}  



 And where the word of God is, faith is entire 

dependence upon that word for the accomplishment 

of what that word says. {February 28, 1899 ATJ, 

ARSH 136.4}  

 From all this, which is the truth, it is perfectly plain 

that in order for any one to ask in faith, he must first 

of all be sure that he has the word of God for what 

he asks. {February 28, 1899 ATJ, ARSH 136.5}  

 Having the word of God for what he asks, he, like 

David, can find it in his heart to pray with perfect 

confidence, which is only in perfect faith. {February 

28, 1899 ATJ, ARSH 136.6}  



 True faith, the faith that is the gift of God, the faith 

of which Christ is the Author, the faith of which the 

word of God is the channel—this faith hears the 

word of God and depends upon the divine power 

of that word itself to accomplish the thing which that 

word says. For when the centurion came to Jesus 

asking that his servant should be healed, he said to 

the Lord, "Speak the word only, and my servant 

shall be healed." Thus he expected the word of the 

Lord itself to accomplish that which it said when the 

Lord should but speak the word.  



 And this the Lord pronounced not only "faith" but "great 

faith:" even such as he had not found in Israel. And this, too, 

in the face of the fact that the Scripture, upon the 

knowledge of which Israel was greatly priding itself, had 

long before plainly stated this very thing, in these words: 

"As the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 

returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 

bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that goeth 

forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 

shall accomplish that which I please." Isa. 55:10, 11.  



2 Sam. 7:11-29.  

 This is beautifully illustrated by an instance in the 

life of David: because David had it in his heart to 

build a house unto the Lord, the Lord spoke to him 

by the prophet Nathan, saying,  



 "The Lord telleth thee that he will make thee an 

house. . . . And thine house and thy kingdom shall be 

established forever before thee: thy throne shall be 

established forever." 



 Then David prayed and said, "Now, O Lord God, 

the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy 

servant, and concerning his house, establish it 

forever, and do as thou hast said. And let thy name 

be magnified forever, saying, The Lord of hosts is 

the God over Israel: and let the house of thy 

servant David be established before thee. 



 "For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast 

revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an 

house: therefore hath thy servant found in his heart 

to pray this prayer unto thee. 



 "And now, O Lord God, thou art that God, and thy 

words be true, and thou hast promised this goodness 

unto thy servant: therefore now let it please thee to 

bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue 

forever before thee: for thou, O Lord God, hast 

spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy 

servant be blessed forever."  



 This prayer was altogether of faith, because it was 

altogether of the word of God: the word of God 

was the cause of it; the word of God was the basis 

of it; and the word of God was all the hope of 

David that the prayer would ever be answered. 



 He asked according to the will of God, because the 

will of God was expressed in the word of God. 

Having asked according to the plainly stated will of 

God, David knew that his prayer was heard. And 

knowing that his prayer was heard, David knew that 

he had the petition which he desired of him. 1 John 

5:14. Therefore he said, SO let it be. And therefore 

also the answer to that prayer was, and is, and 

forevermore shall be, sure unto David. {February 

21, 1899 ATJ, ARSH 120.9}  



 But Jesus does not fail to answer the silent prayer of 

faith. He who simply takes God at His word, and 

reaches out to connect himself with the Saviour, will 

receive His blessing in return.  {FLB 122.3}   

      Faith is not feeling. . . . True faith is in no sense 

allied to presumption. Only he who has true faith is 

secure against presumption, for presumption is 

Satan's counterfeit of faith.  {FLB 122.4}  



 Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit in 

obedience. Presumption also claims the promises, 

but uses them as Satan did, to excuse transgression. 

Faith would have led our first parents to trust the 

love of God and to obey His commands. 

Presumption led them to transgress His law, 

believing that His great love would save them from 

the consequences of their sin. It is not faith that 

claims the favor of Heaven without complying with 

the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. 

Genuine faith has its foundation in the promises and 

provisions of the Scriptures.  {FLB 122.5}  



 Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if 

he eat, because [he eateth] not of faith: for 

whatsoever [is] not of faith is sin. 



  Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself 

received strength to conceive seed, and was 

delivered of a child when she was past age, 

because she judged him faithful who had 

promised.   



TESTIMONY OF MY EXPERIENCE TREATING A 

CANCER PATIENT 

 In order to be purified and to remain pure, Seventh-

day Adventists must have the Holy Spirit in their 

hearts and in their homes. The Lord has given me 

light that when the Israel of today humble 

themselves before Him, and cleanse the soul-temple 

from all defilement, He will hear their prayers in 

behalf of the sick and will bless in the use of His 

remedies for disease. When in faith the human agent 

does all he can to combat disease, using the simple 

methods of  treatment that God has provided, his 

efforts will be blessed of  God.  {9T 164.1} 



 There are many who do not understand the 

simplicity of faith. They make great efforts to 

understand how to exercise faith, and think they 

must have a transporting emotion, a joyful flight of 

feeling, or they have not faith. But if they had what 

they desire, it would not prove that they had faith. 



 What is faith? It is simply taking God at his word; it is 

believing that God will do just as he has promised. We 

should be a far greater power of good than we now are, 

if we would comply with the conditions that God has laid 

down in his word, and trust him implicitly. It is our unbelief 

that brings us under the description the Spirit of God has 

given of the Laodicean church in its condition of 

lukewarmness. There is nothing more disgusting to our taste 

than tepid water, and from the use of this figure in 

describing our condition, we can understand how our want 

of faith and love, and our indifference, is regarded by the 

Lord.  {ST, September 9, 1889 par. 2}  



  "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word of God." Often the follower of Christ is 

brought where he cannot serve God and carry 

forward his worldly enterprises. Perhaps it appears 

that obedience to some plain requirement of God 

will cut off his means of support. Satan would 

make him believe that he must sacrifice his 

conscientious convictions. But the only thing in our 

world upon which we can rely is the word of God. 

…… 

    



 When Christ said to the tempter, "Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

God," He repeated the words that, more than fourteen 

hundred years before, He had spoken to Israel: "The Lord thy 

God led thee these forty years in the wilderness. . . . And He 

humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with 

manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 

that He might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 

only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

the Lord doth man live." Deuteronomy 8:2, 3. In the wilderness, 

when all means of sustenance failed,  



 God sent His people manna from heaven; and a sufficient and 

constant supply was given. This provision was to teach them 

that while they trusted in God and walked in His ways He 

would not forsake them. The Saviour now practiced the lesson 

He had taught to Israel. By the word of God succor had been 

given to the Hebrew host, and by the same word it would be 

given to Jesus. He awaited God's time to bring relief. He was 

in the wilderness in obedience to God, and He would not 

obtain food by following the suggestions of Satan. In the 

presence of the witnessing universe, He testified that it is a less 

calamity to suffer whatever may befall than to depart in any 

manner from the will of God.  {DA 121.1}   

 



  "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 

righteousness; and all these things shall be 

added unto you." Matthew 6:33. Even in this 

life it is not for our good to depart from the 

will of our Father in heaven. When we learn the 

power of His word, we shall not follow the 

suggestions of Satan in order to obtain food or 

to save our lives. Our only questions will be, 

What is God's command? and what His 

promise? Knowing these, we shall obey the one, 

and trust the other.  {DA 121.2}  



  

 Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 

profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 

they are spirit, and they are life.  

 



END 



The lesson is for all in positions of trust. When God opens 

the way for the accomplishment of a certain work and gives 

assurance of success, the chosen instrumentality must do all in 

his power to bring about the promised result. In proportion 

to the enthusiasm and perseverance with which the work is 

carried forward will be the success given. God can work 

miracles for His people only as they act their part with 

untiring energy. He calls for men of devotion to His work, 

men of moral courage, with ardent love for souls, and with a 

zeal that never flags. Such workers will find no task too 

arduous, no prospect too hopeless; they will labor on, 

undaunted, until apparent defeat is turned into glorious 

victory. Not even prison walls nor the martyr's stake beyond, 

will cause them to swerve from their purpose of laboring 

together with God for the upbuilding of His kingdom.  {PK 

263.1}   

  



  I could not sleep past two o'clock this morning. During the night 

season I was in council. I was pleading with some families to avail 

themselves of God's appointed means, and get away from the 

cities to save their children. Some were loitering, making no 

determined efforts.  {CL 6.6}   

      The angels of mercy hurried Lot and his wife and daughters by 

taking hold of their hands. Had Lot hastened as the Lord desired 

him to, his wife would not have become a pillar of salt. Lot had too 

much of a lingering spirit. Let us not be like him. The same voice 

that warned Lot to leave Sodom bids us, "Come out from among 

them, and be ye separate, . . . and touch not the unclean." Those 

who obey this warning will find a refuge. Let every man be wide 

awake for himself, and try to save his family. Let him gird himself 

for the work. God will reveal from point to point what to do next.  

{CL 6.7}   

   



  Parents can secure small homes in the country, with 

land for cultivation, where they can have orchards 

and where they can raise vegetables and small 

fruits to take the place of flesh meat, which is so 

corrupting to the life blood coursing through the 

veins. On such places the children will not be 

surrounded with the corrupting influences of city life. 

God will help His people to find such homes 

outside the cities.--Medical Ministry, p. 310. (1902)  

{CL 24.3}  

   

   



  He who blessed the nobleman at Capernaum is just as desirous of 

blessing us. But like the afflicted father, we are often led to seek 

Jesus by the desire for some earthly good; and upon the granting of 

our request we rest our confidence in His love. The Saviour longs to 

give us a greater blessing than we ask; and He delays the answer to 

our request that He may show us the evil of our own hearts, and our 

deep need of His grace. He desires us to renounce the selfishness that 

leads us to seek Him. Confessing our helplessness and bitter need, we 

are to trust ourselves wholly to His love.  {DA 200.3}   

   



  The nobleman wanted to see the fulfillment of his prayer 

before he should believe; but he had to accept the word of 

Jesus that his request was heard and the blessing granted. This 

lesson we also have to learn. Not because we see or feel that 

God hears us are we to believe. We are to trust in His 

promises. When we come to Him in faith, every petition enters 

the heart of God. When we have asked for His blessing, we 

should believe that we receive it, and thank Him that we have 

received it. Then we are to go about our duties, assured that 

the blessing will be realized when we need it most. When we 

have learned to do this, we shall know that our prayers are 

answered. God will do for us "exceeding abundantly," 

"according to the riches of His glory," and "the working of His 

mighty power." Ephesians 3:20, 16; 1:19.  {DA 200.4}  

 



  To make no move that calls for the investment of 

means unless we have the money in hand to complete 

the contemplated work should not always be 

considered the wisest plan. In the upbuilding of His 

work the Lord does not always make everything plain 

before His servants. He sometimes tries the confidence 

of His people by having them move forward in faith. 

Often He brings them into strait and trying places, 

bidding them go forward when their feet seem to be 

touching the waters of the Red Sea. It is at such times, 

when the prayers of His servants ascend to Him in 

earnest faith, that He opens the way before them and 

brings them out into a large place.  {9T 271.1}   

   



 The Lord wants His people in these days to believe that He 

will do as great things for them as He did for the children of 

Israel in their journey from Egypt to Canaan. We are to have 

an educated faith that will not hesitate to follow His 

instructions in the most difficult experiences. "Go forward" is 

the command of God to His people.  {9T 271.2}   

  



 Faith and cheerful obedience are needed to bring 

the Lord's designs to pass. When He points out the 

necessity of establishing the work in places where it 

will have influence, the people are to walk and 

work by faith. By their godly conversation, their 

humility, their prayers and earnest efforts, they 

should strive to bring the people to appreciate the 

good work that the Lord has established among 

them. It was the Lord's purpose that the Loma Linda 

Sanitarium should become the property of our 

people, and He brought it about at a time when the 

rivers of difficulty were full and overflowing their 

banks.  {9T 271.3}   

   



  The Lord is now dealing with His people who believe present 

truth. He designs to bring about momentous results, and while 

in His providence He is working toward this end, He says to His 

people: "Go forward." True, the path is not yet opened; but 

when they move on in the strength of faith and courage, God 

will make the way plain before their eyes. There are ever 

those who will complain, as did ancient Israel, and charge the 

difficulties of their position upon those whom God has raised 

up for the special purpose of advancing His cause. They fail to 

see that God is testing them by bringing them into strait places, 

from which there is no deliverance except by His hand.  {4T 

26.2}   

    



 There are times when the Christian life seems beset 

by dangers, and duty seems hard to perform. The 

imagination pictures impending ruin before, and 

bondage or death behind. Yet the voice of God 

speaks clearly above all discouragements: "Go 

forward." We should obey this command, let the 

result be what it may, even though our eyes cannot 

penetrate the darkness and though we feel the cold 

waves about our feet.  {4T 26.3}   

   



 The Hebrews were weary and terrified; yet if they had held 

back when Moses bade them advance, if they had refused to 

move nearer to the Red Sea, God would never have opened the 

path for them. In marching down to the very water, they showed 

that they had faith in the word of God as spoken by Moses. They 

did all that it was in their power to do, and then the Mighty One 

of Israel performed His part, and divided the waters to make a 

path for their feet.  {4T 26.4}   

  



 The clouds that gather about our way will never 

disappear before a halting, doubting spirit. 

Unbelief says: "We can never surmount these 

obstructions; let us wait until they are removed, and 

we can see our way clearly." But faith courageously 

urges an advance, hoping all things, believing all 

things. Obedience to God is sure to bring the 

victory. It is only through faith that we can reach 

heaven.  {4T 27.1}   

   



  The voice of the Lord bidding His faithful ones "go 

forward" frequently tries their faith to the uttermost. 

But if they should defer obedience till every shadow 

of uncertainty was removed from their 

understanding, and there remained no risk of 

failure or defeat, they would never move on at all. 



  Those who think it impossible for them to yield to 

the will of God and have faith in His promises until 

all is made clear and plain before them, will never 

yield at all. Faith is not certainty of knowledge; it 

"is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen." To obey the commandments of 

God is the only way to obtain His favor. "Go 

forward" should be the Christian's watchword.  

 4T 26-28 



 Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to 

provide for us of which we know nothing. Those who 

accept the one principle of making the service of 

God supreme, will find perplexities vanish and a 

plain path before their feet.  {MH 481.2}   

   



  In the darkest days, when appearances seem most 

forbidding, have faith in God. He is working out His 

will, doing all things well in behalf of His people. 

The strength of those who love and serve Him will 

be renewed day by day.  {MH 482.1}   

      He is able and willing to bestow upon His 

servants all the help they need. He will give them 

the wisdom which their varied necessities demand.  

{MH 482.2}   

   



 Some of the men of experience and piety, who led 

out in this work, who denied self and did not 

hesitate to sacrifice for its success, are now sleeping 

in the grave. They were God's appointed channels, 

His representative men, through whom the principles 

of spiritual life were communicated to the church. 

They had an experience of the highest value. They 

could not be bought or sold. Their purity and 

devotion and self-sacrifice, their living connection 

with God, were blessed to the upbuilding of the 

work. Our institutions were characterized by the 

spirit of self-sacrifice.  {PM 26.1}   

   



  In the days when we were struggling with poverty, 

those who saw how wondrously God wrought for 

the cause felt that no greater honor could be 

bestowed upon them than to be bound up with the 

interests of the work by sacred links which 

connected them with God. Would they lay down the 

burden and make terms with the Lord from a money 

point of view? No, no. Should every timeserver 

forsake his post, they would never desert the work.  

{PM 26.2}   

   



 The believers who in the early history of the cause sacrificed 

for the upbuilding of the work were imbued with the same 

spirit. They felt that God demanded of all connected with His 

cause an unreserved consecration of body, soul, and spirit, of 

all their energies and capabilities, to make the work a success.-

-7T 216, 217.  



  The cause of God demands men who can see quickly and act 

instantaneously at the right time and with power. If you wait to measure 

every difficulty and balance every perplexity you meet, you will do 

but little. You will have obstacles and difficulties to encounter at every 

turn, and you must with firm purpose decide to conquer them, or they 

will conquer you.  {GW 133.3}   

   



  Sometimes various ways and purposes, different modes of 

operation in connection with the work of God, are about 

evenly balanced in the mind; and it is at this very point that the 

nicest discrimination is necessary. And if anything is 

accomplished to the purpose, it must be done at the golden 

moment. The slightest inclination of the weight in the balance 

should be seen, and should determine the matter at once. Long 

delays tire the angels. It is even more excusable to make a 

wrong decision sometimes than to be continually in a wavering 

position; to be hesitating, sometimes inclined in one direction, 

then in another. More perplexity and wretchedness result from 

thus hesitating and doubting than from sometimes moving too 

hastily.  {GW 133.4}   

   



  I have been shown that the most signal victories 

and the most fearful defeats have been on the turn 

of minutes. God requires promptness of action. 

Delays, doubtings, hesitation, and indecision 

frequently give the enemy every advantage. . . .  

{GW 134.1}   

   

  


