
Revelation of the Character of 
God 

In Isaiah 58 



Condition of the World 

The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just 
before Christ's second coming. Of the men who by 
robbery and extortion are amassing great riches, it is 
written: "Ye have heaped treasure together for the last 
days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have 
lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye 
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye 
have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not 
resist you." James 5:3-6.  {9T 13.4}  



What is the Third Angels Message 

 Several have written to me, inquiring 
if the message of JUSTIFICATION BY 
FAITH IS THE THIRD ANGEL'S 
MESSAGE, AND I HAVE ANSWERED, 
"IT IS THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE 
IN VERITY."--1SM 372 (1890). {LDE 
199.4}  



The message of  Christ's righteousness is 

to sound from one end of  the earth to 

the other to prepare the way of  the 

Lord. THIS IS THE GLORY OF 

GOD, WHICH CLOSES THE 

WORK OF THE THIRD ANGEL.--

6T 19 (1900). {LDE 200.3}  



Revelation of Love of God 

 Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are 
to say to the people, "Behold your God." The last 
rays of merciful light, the last message of mercy to 
be given to the world, is a revelation of His 
character of love. The children of God are to 
manifest His glory. In their own life and character 
they are to reveal what the grace of God has done 
for them.  {COL 415.5}   
 The light of the Sun of Righteousness is to shine 
forth in good works--in words of truth and deeds 
of holiness.  {COL 416.1}  



Isaiah 58  

The whole chapter is applicable to 
those who are living in this period 
of the earth's history. Consider this 
chapter attentively; for it will be 
fulfilled (MS 36, 1897. 



The  people represented in Isaiah 58 complain 
that the Lord allows their services to go 
unnoticed. This complaint is the expression of 
hearts unsubdued by grace, rebellious against 
the truth. Those who receive the truth which 
works by love and purifies the soul are loyal to 
God, honoring Him by obedience to His law, 
which is holy, just, and good. The spirit of true 
fasting and prayer is the spirit which yields 
mind, heart, and will to God.  {4BC 1148.9}  



 The people of whom the prophet spoke made a 
high profession of piety, and pointed to their fasting 
and to other external forms as an evidence of their 
piety. But their deeds were tainted by the leprosy 
of selfishness and covetousness. They had nothing 
except that which they had first received from God. 
He bestowed His goods on them that they might be 
His helping hand, doing what Christ would do were 
He in their place, giving a true representation of the 
principles of heaven (Letter 76, 1902) 



The  piety and advanced spiritual 
knowledge and growth of a church is 
proportionate to the zeal, piety, and 
missionary intelligence that has been 
brought into it, and carried out of it to 
be a blessing to the very ones who 
need our assistance the most.  



Again I urge you to consider Isaiah 58, which opens a 
wide and extensive vineyard to be worked upon the 
lines which the Lord has pointed out. When this is done 
there will be an increase of moral sources and the church 
will no more remain almost stationary. There will be 
blessing and power attending their labor. The selfishness 
that has bound up their souls they have overcome, and 
now their light is being given to the world in clear, bright 
rays of a living faith and godly example. The Lord has His 
promises for all who will do His requirements. [Psalm 
41:1-3; 37:3; Proverbs 3:9, 10; 11:24, 25; Proverbs 19:17; 
Isaiah 58:10, 11 quoted.]  {4BC 1148.7}  



Helping the needy world 

All around us are heard the wails of a 
world's sorrow. On every hand are the 
needy and distressed. It is ours to aid 
in relieving and softening life's 
hardships and misery.  {RC 233.2}   



 Practical work will have far more effect than mere 
sermonizing. We are to give food to the hungry, 
clothing to the naked, and shelter to the homeless. 
And we are called to do more than this. The wants 
of the soul, only the love of Christ can satisfy. If 
Christ is abiding in us, our hearts will be full of 
divine sympathy. The sealed fountains of earnest, 
Christlike love will be unsealed.  {RC 233.3}   

      



There are many from whom hope has departed. 
Bring back the sunshine to them. Many have lost 
their courage. Speak to them words of cheer. 
Pray for them. There are those who need the 
bread of life. Read to them from the Word of 
God. Upon many is a soul sickness which no 
earthly balm can reach nor physician heal. Pray 
for these souls, bring them to Jesus. Tell them 
that there is a balm in Gilead and a Physician 
there.  {RC 233.5}  

 



Oh, if all who have a knowledge of the truth would only obey 
the teaching of this truth! Why is it that men, standing on the 
very threshold of the eternal world, are so blinded? There is 
not a dearth of means, generally speaking, among Seventh-
day Adventists. But many Seventh-day Adventists fail to realize 
the responsibility which rests upon them to cooperate with 
God and Christ for the saving of souls. They do not show forth 
to the world the great interest God has in sinners. They do not 
make the most of the opportunities granted them. The 
leprosy of selfishness has taken hold of the church. The Lord 
Jesus Christ will heal the church of this terrible disease if she 
will be healed. The remedy is found in the fifty-eighth chapter 
of Isaiah.--R. & H., Dec. 10, 1901.  



Medical missionary work is the right hand of the 
gospel. It is necessary to the advancement of the 
cause of God. As through it men and women are 
led to see the importance of right habits of living, 
the saving power of the truth will be made known. 
Every city is to be entered by workers trained to do 
medical missionary work. As the right hand of the 
third angel's message, God's methods of treating 
disease will open doors for the entrance of present 
truth.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 59. (1902) 



There are sins of this same character among us 
today, and they bring the rebuke of God upon His 
church. Wherever such sins are found, seasons of 
fasting and prayer are indeed necessary; but they 
must be accompanied with sincere repentance and 
decided reformation. Without such contrition of 
soul, these seasons only increase the guilt of the 
wrong-doer. The Lord has specified the fast He has 
chosen, the one He will accept. It is that which 
bears fruit to His glory, in repentance, in devotion, 
in true piety. [Isaiah 58:6, 7 quoted.]  



 In the fast that God has chosen, mercy, 
tenderness, and compassion will be exercised. 
Avarice will be put away, and fraud and 
oppression will be repented of and renounced. 
All the authority and influence will be used to 
help the poor and oppressed. If this were the 
condition of the world, it would no more be a 
proverb, "Truth is fallen in the street, and equity 
cannot enter;" "he that departeth from evil 
maketh himself a prey" (RH Oct. 13, 1891) 



God tells us what kind of fast He has chosen. "Is not 
this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to 
let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke?" This is the fast He wishes us to observe. 
[Isaiah 58:7 quoted.] In these words our duty is 
outlined. God shows us where we should place our 
treasures. As we follow in the path of self-denial 
and self sacrifice, helping the needy and suffering, 
we shall lay up treasure before the throne of God 
(MS 31, 1901).  



As Christians we are to have a 
righteousness that shall be developed 
and seen--a righteousness that 
represents the character of Jesus 
Christ when He was in our world (MS 
43, 1908). 



In Isaiah  

Here  are given the characteristics of those who 
shall be reformers, who will bear the banner of 
the third angel's message, those who avow 
themselves God's commandment-keeping 
people, and who honor God, and are earnestly 
engaged, in the sight of all the universe, in 
building up the old waste places. Who is it that 
calls them, The repairers of the breach, The 
restorers of paths to dwell in? It is God. Their 
names are registered in heaven as reformers, 
restorers, as raising the foundations of many 
generations (RH Oct. 13, 1891).  



All around us are afflicted souls. Let us search 
out these suffering ones, and speak a word in 
season to comfort their hearts. Here and 
there-- everywhere--we shall find them. Let 
us ever be channels through which may flow 
to them the refreshing waters of compassion. 
To those who minister to the necessities of 
the hungry and afflicted, the promise is, 
"Then shall thy light rise in obscurity."  {4BC 
1151.8}  



The fifty-eight chapter of Isaiah is a 
prescription for maladies of the 
body and of the soul. If we desire 
health and the true joy of life we 
must put into practice the rules 
given in this scripture. Of the 
service acceptable to Him, and its 
blessings. 



Many are in obscurity. They have lost their bearings. 
They know not what course to pursue. Let the 
perplexed ones search out others who are in perplexity, 
and speak to them words of hope and encouragement. 
When they begin to do this work, the light of heaven 
will reveal to them the path that they should follow. By 
their words of consolation to the afflicted they 
themselves will be consoled. By helping others, they 
themselves will be helped out of their difficulties. Joy 
takes the place of sadness and gloom. The heart, filled 
with the Spirit of God, glows with warmth toward every 
fellow being. Every such an one is no longer in 
darkness; for his "darkness" is "as the noon day" (MS 
116, 1902). 



As the end approaches, the testimonies of God's servants 
will become more decided and more powerful, flashing 
the light of truth upon the systems of error and 
oppression that have so long held the supremacy. The 
Lord has sent us messages for this time to establish 
Christianity upon an eternal basis, and all who believe 
present truth must stand, not in their own wisdom, but in 
God; and raise up the foundation of many generations. 
These will be registered in the books of heaven as 
repairers of the breach, the restorers of paths to dwell in. 
We are to maintain the truth because it is truth, in the 
face of the bitterest opposition. God is at work upon 
human minds; it is not man alone that is working. The 
great illuminating power is from Christ; the brightness of 
His example is to be kept before the people in every 
discourse (Letter 1f, 1890).  



 Wide and Extensive 
vineyard opened  

The piety and advanced spiritual knowledge and growth 
of a church is proportionate to the zeal, piety, and 
missionary intelligence that has been brought into it, and 
carried out of it to be a blessing to the very ones who 
need our assistance the most. Again I urge you to 
consider Isaiah 58, which opens a wide and extensive 
vineyard to be worked upon the lines which the Lord 
has pointed out. When this is done there will be an 
increase of moral sources and the church will no more 
remain almost stationary. There will be blessing and 
power attending their labor. In our work we shall find a 
high profession of piety and much outward exactness  



The selfishness that has bound up 
their souls they have overcome, and 
now their light is being given to the 
world in clear, bright rays of a living 
faith and godly example. The Lord 
has His promises for all who will do 
His requirements.   
{4BC 1148.8}   
 



 Read Isaiah 58, ye who claim to be children of the light. 
Especially do you read it again and again who have felt so 
reluctant to inconvenience yourselves by favoring the needy. 
You whose hearts and houses are too narrow to make a home 
for the homeless, read it; you who can see orphans and 
widows oppressed by the iron hand of poverty and bowed 
down by hardhearted worldlings, read it. Are you afraid that 
an influence will be introduced into your family that will cost 
you more labor, read it. Your fears may be groundless, and a 
blessing may come, known and realized by you every day. But 
if otherwise, if extra labor is called for, you can draw upon One 
who has promised: "Then shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily." 



More Benevolent 
The reason why God's people are not more 
spiritually minded and have not more faith, I have 
been shown, is because they are narrowed up with 
selfishness. The prophet is addressing Sabbath 
keepers, not sinners, not unbelievers, but those 
who make great pretensions to godliness. It is not 
the abundance of your meetings that God accepts. 
It is not the numerous prayers, but the right doing, 
doing the right thing and at the right time. It is to 
be less self-caring and more benevolent. Our souls 
must expand. Then God will make them like a 
watered garden, whose waters fail not.  {2T 35.2}  

 



• The Lord says, "Sell that ye have, and give alms." Luke 
12:33. Be "ready to distribute, willing to communicate." 1 
Timothy 6:18. "When thou makest a feast, call the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind." Luke 14:13. "Loose the 
bands of wickedness," "undo the heavy burdens," "let the 
oppressed go free,"  

• "break every yoke." "Deal thy bread to the hungry," "bring 
the poor that are cast out to thy house." "When thou seest 
the naked, . . . cover him." "Satisfy the afflicted soul." Isaiah 
58:6, 7, 10. "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. These are the 
Lord's commands. Are the great body of professed 
Christians doing this work?  {COL 370.1}  



 When it is made plain that the Lord expects them 
as His representatives to relieve suffering 
humanity, many will respond and will give of their 
means and their sympathies for the benefit of the 
poor. As their minds are thus drawn away from 
their own selfish interests, many will surrender 
themselves to Christ. With their talents of 
influence and means they will gladly unite in the 
work of beneficence with the humble missionary 
who was God's agent in their conversion. By a 
right use of their earthly treasures they will lay up 
for themselves "a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither 
moth corrupteth."  {MH 216.2}  



Constant, self-denying benevolence is God's 
remedy for the cankering sins of selfishness and 
covetousness. God has arranged systematic 
benevolence to sustain His cause and relieve the 
necessities of the suffering and needy. He has 
ordained that giving should become a habit, that it 
may counteract the dangerous and deceitful sin of 
covetousness. Continual giving starves 
covetousness to death. Systematic benevolence is 
designed in the order of God to tear away treasures 
from the covetous as fast as they are gained, and to 
consecrate them to the Lord, to whom they belong. 
. . .  {AH 370.4}  



In order to be happy, we must strive to attain to 
that character which Christ exhibited. One marked 
peculiarity of Christ was his self-denial and 
benevolence. He came not to seek his own. He 
went about doing good, and this was his meat and 
drink. We may, by following the example of the 
Saviour, be in holy communion with him, and in 
daily seeking to imitate his character and follow his 
example, we shall be a blessing to the world, and 
shall secure for ourselves contentment here, and 
eternal reward hereafter.  {RH, January 18, 1887 
par. 16}  


