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Current 
History 

Happenings of the day 
from all parts of the world 

IT is encouraging to note that 
ilthough there has been during 
the past thirty years an increase 
of 31% in the population of Eng-
tand and Wales, there has been a 
drop in the consumption of beer 
from 27,500,000 standard barrels 
a year to 21,000,000. The follow-
ing additional facts, given in the 
";`Alliance Year Book" for 1924, 
1.re also of interest 

"The 'drink bill' for the United 
Kingdom in 1922 is given as 

354,000,o00, or £7. 9S. per head 
of the population. Convictions 
for drunkenness in that year in 
England and Wales numbered 
76,347, as compared with 188,877 
in 1913. . 	In 1922 the con- 
sumption of beer in Great Britain 
Was 900,000,000 gallons, while the 
consumption of milk was 650,000,-
000 gallons. More money was 
pent on drink in the year than on 

rents." 

AT the present time the French 
debt to America, plus the interest 
due, stands at $4,000,000,000 
(E800,000,000). 

SPEAKING at the Norwegian 
opening of Parliament recently, 
King Haakon stated that " 'on 
account of experiences of the un-
toward effects of the prohibition 
of liquor,' a Government Bill 
would be introduced for the aboli-
tion of prohibition. The increased 
revenues which will be obtained if 
the Bill is adopted are to be used 
partly to cover last year's Budget 
deficit and partly to meet the ex-
penses of unemployment relief." 

"THOUGH complete figures are 
not yet available, the year 1923 
stands out as the healthiest in 
Scotland's history, according to a 
statement made by the Scottish 
Board of Health, based on a pre-
liminary examination of the vital' 
statistics for the year. The death-
rate will work out at less than 13.  
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per thousand of the population, ' 
record low rate for Scotland. The 
most striking record of the year is 
the very low mortality among chil-
dren under five years of age. For 
the sixteen larger towns the rate 
is 83.85, compared with 114.2 for 
1922. When the tables are com-
pleted it will be found, it is stated, 
that the infant mortality rate for 
the whole of Scotland will, for the 
first time, be found to be under 
80. In Glasgow the rate has 
dropped from 12o in 1922 to 88 in 
1923, and in Edinburgh from 91 to 
82." 

THE Synod of the Rumanian 
Orthodox Church has at last 
agreed to drop the use of the 
Julian calendar. "Before the war 
it was customary always to use 

13th.—Two killed and twelve in-
jured in Paris at Communist 
meeting of protest against oc-
cupation of Ruhr. 

14th.—FIRST meeting of Commit-
tee of Experts held in Paris to 
consider German currency and 
means of balancing German 
Budget. 

I5th.—STATE 
ment. 

7th .— I NAITGORATION Of direct 
wireless communication be-
tween France and Indo-China. 
DOCK strike declared at Chris-
tiania and other Norwegian 
ports.  

both dates, but since the coming 
of the Transylvanians, Saxons and 
Bucovinans into the New Ru-
mania, and with their refusal to 
change from what they call 'the 
German calendar,' commercial 
classes throughout the country 
have gradually discontinued using 
old-style dates. All religious 
holidays, however—much to the 
country's financial and economic 
loss—are still observed according 
to the old calendar, so that on 
January 9th the Rumanians are in 
the midst of their Christmas cele-
brations, which means the com-
plete cessation of all business ac-
tivities for nearly a week. 

"The final adoption by the 
Church of the Gregorian calendar 
is to take place on October 14th 
next." 

SEVERE earthquake tremor at 
Mende, in the Auvergne. 
“NO-CONFIDENCE" vote passed 
in House of Commons by 72 
majority. 
MINERs' Federation votes (with 
majority of 395,745) for ter-
mination of national wages 
agreement and pressure for 
"improved conditions." 

19th.—SLIGHT earthquake shock at 
Tours. 

20th.—RAILWAY strike begins. 
STRIKE in Rhineland spreads to 
British zone. 

Jan. 2Ist.—DEATH of Lenin. 

Jan. 22nd.—RESIGNATION of Govern-
ment. Mr. Ramsay McDonald 
becomes Premier. Parliament 
adjourned until February 12th. 
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opening of Parlia- Jan. 28th.-15,000 Canadian miners go 
on strike. 

VIOLENT earthquake in Tokyo 
and Yokohama district. 	Jan. 

16th.—CommirrEE of Experts in- 
vites Herr Schacht (President Jan. 
of German Reichsbank) to 
Paris to furnish information. 
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HE astronomers tell us 
that the earth is speed-

' ing through space at 
the rate of about eigh-
teen miles a second. 

But we are not conscious of any 
such prodigious motion; and no 
single observation by even the 
most expert scientist could prove 
that the earth is moving at all. 
Several observations at various 
successive periods are necessary to 
show that the earth is not now at 
the point in space where it was 
yesterday, or at the point at which 
it will be to-morrow. And very 
many sets of observations are 
needed to tell us the precise direc-
tion in which the earth is moving. 

Also in social or in moral and re-
ligious matters, it requires much 
more than one single observation 
to show that the world is definitely 
changing at all; and it takes several 
successive observations to indicate 
the direction in which the moral 
and social forces of the world are 
carrying us. As the methods of 
astronomy can tell us how and in 
what direction the earth is moving 
through space, so the study of re-
cent history and a comparison of 
history with the great chart of 
human destiny, the Bible, will re-
veal whether the world is moving 
onward and upward to the broad 
tableland of eternal peace and hap-
piness, or whether it is moving 
with ever-accelerating speed down 
the toboggan slide to eternal de-
struction and oblivion. 

HAVE WE MADE PROGRESS ? 

In those fool-paradise days be-
fore the Great War, many were 
the voices singing Pippa's little 
song, "All's right with the 
world." This song is not a fay= 
ourite in this year of 1924, except 
among the few with the ostrich 
instinct of hiding their heads from 
the facts. Yet some may con-
sider it unfair or unsafe to judge 
of the direction of the general 
movement of the world from the 
events of the past few years alone. 
For the benefit of such persons, 
as well as to obtain a more corn-
manding view of the situation, it 
may be well to go back two de-
cades or so, and see what has been 
the progress of the world since 
the beginning of the present cen-
tury. 

In speaking of the progress of 
scientific discovery and invention, 
1 suppose most people think of 
the motor-car, which, within the 
period mentioned, has been deve-
loped as a regular vehicle of 
travel; or of the airship, which, 
within half this time, has been 
utilized for the navigation of the 
air. Or they may think of wire-
less telegraphy and telephony, 

. which have been developed within 
the present century. Or other 
mechanical inventions may be 
thought of, almost too numerous 
to mention; or great engineering 
feats, like the digging of the 
Panama Canal. But what possible 
bearing have such things as these  

on the moral or spiritual welfare 
of mankind ? 

WE HAVE TO LOOK UP TO THE 

GREEKS. 

These things have put a hand-
some veneer over our modern 
civilization; but all careful think-
ers know that such material things 
have nothing whatever in them-
selves to strengthen the moral or 
spiritual nature of those who de-
velop them or possess them. As 
Froude expressed it : -- 

"We live in days of progress 
and enlightenment; nature on a 
hundred sides has unlocked her 
storehouse of knowledge. But 
she has furnished no 'open se-
same' to bid the mountain gate 
fly wide which leads to conquest 
of self." 

All students of history know 
full well that the material comforts 
and conveniences of a high civili-
zation have never in the past 
tended to strengthen man's moral 
nature or to hold more secure the 
peace and happiness of the people 
who enjoy them. The editor of 
the "Wall Street Journal" said, in 
an editorial some time since, which 
has now become almost a classic, 
but which will bear repeating 
here : -- 

"What is this thing which we 
are worshipping but a vain repeti-
tion of what decayed nations fell 
down and worshipped just before 
their light went out ? Read the 
history of Rome in decay, and 
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Onuirtur's iltorttgr 

His Personal Message to You 

" Ask, and it shall be given 
you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. . . . If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children : how 
much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him ? " 

Luke 11 : 9-13. 

Casson & Co. 

you'll find luxury there that could 
lay a big dollar over our little 
doughnut that looks so large to 
us. Great wealth never made a 
nation substantial or honourable. 
There is nothing on earth that 
looks good that is so dangerous 
for a man or a nation to handle as 
quick, easy, big money. If you do 
resist its deadly influence, the 
chances are that it will get your 
son." 

Even intellectually we should 
not encourage the conceit that we 
are the equals of such peoples as 
the ancient Greeks. Galton says 
that "the average ability of the 
Athenian race" was, "on the low-
est possible estimate, very nearly 
two grades higher than our own; 
that is, about as much as our race 
is above that of the African 
negro." 

The fact is, our petty knowledge 
of a few mechanical contrivances 
for overcoming time and space, 
have done much to swell the in-
ordinate vanity of the present 
generation; but it is self-evident 
that such things can never carry 
us one step farther towards a real 
knowledge of nature or of life, any 
more than they necessarily make 
us any better men and women. 
Nor do they prove that the people 
of our modern conceited age are 
possessed of any brighter or more 
disciplined minds than those pro-
found thinkers of the ancient 
world, who wrestled as success-
fully as we are doing with the 
great abiding problems of man's 
life and destiny. Their literature 
has been enviously imitated for 
two thousand years; their sculp-
ture and architecture have been 
the despair of every generation 
since; and their civilization, which 
may be regarded as culminating in 
the world empire of the Romans, 
exhibited, for at least six times 
the length of our boasted modern 
progress, a development of law 
and civil order which we have not 
surpassed. 

VOLTAIRE SAID NEWTON MADE A 

FOOL OF HIMSELF. 

Indeed, in morals and ethics, 
even as in art and literature, our 
laws and models are all in the 
dim, misty past; and the dark cen-
turies of sin and woe that separate 
us from those bright ideals seem 
to have resulted only in weaken-
ing our moral powers of discern-
ment and our will power, and in 
rendering even more incurable the 
race's inherited taint of mental. 
moral and physical decay. 
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Those who limit themselves to 
a view (and to a very superficial 
view) of the last thousand years. 
think they recognize marvellous 
progress in many respects since 
the Dark Ages; but when we go 
back two thousand or three thou-
sand years, the results seem very 
different. Even the wonderful 
success we have witnessed in 
modern times in the efforts to har-
ness the forces of nature, has not 
come as a result of any inherent 
racial progress, but has come 
about, as foretold in the Bible, by 
a special divine interposition for a 
particular purpose. If it had been 
the result of racial evolution, 
would it not have come about 
gradually, and not all be crowded 
into the last hundred years or so, 
a mere fraction of human history, 
and after the successive collapse 
of so many civilizations ? 

And as we seek to understand 
the meaning of this present situa-
tion, the Bible furnishes the true 
and satisfying explanation. The 
record in the book of Daniel is 
that the angel said that in "the 
time of the end," many would be 
hurrying hither and thither, and 
"knowledge" would be "in-
creased." (Dan. 12  :  4). Some 
two centuries ago, Sir Isaac New-
ton declared his faith in the accur-
acy of this prophecy, and expected 
it would be fulfilled literally, say-
ing that he would not be surprised 
if some day men would trawl at 
the rate of fifty miles an hour. 
1-Talf a century later, Voltaire  

brought forward this remark as 
proof that the study of the pro-
phecies had led even the prince of 
philosophers to make a fool of 
himself ; but the criticism of the 
witty but shallow Frenchman is of 
little weight to-day, when we see 
this prophecy, given twenty-five 
centuries ago to a Hebrew captive, 
being fulfilled before our eyes on 
a world-wide scale. 

And the divine purpose of it all 
is not far to seek or hard to see. 
The end of the ages was drawing 
on. Sin would finally go to seed: 
the last great world apostasy was 
to be allowed to develop, to show 
to the onlooking universe what 
the race of man would do if left 
to itself. Looking down the dark. 
tear-misted vista of the ages, God 
saw how human ingenuity would 
seek to pervert into a burlesque 
of creation the greatly increased 
knowledge of nature, and relegate 
to shelves of dust and cobwebs as 
mere antiquarian literature that 
Book which He had given to the 
race to be the guide of life. And 
so He timed a special reform for 
His few faithful people to give to 
the world just before the end, call-
ing upon this age of evolutionists 
to "worship Him that made heav-
en, and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters." Rev. 14:7. 
Then He placed in the hands of 
mankind these means of rapid 
travel and of instantaneous com-
munication, to speed on the 
church's long-delayed work of 
preaching the Gospel of the king- 



The glory that was Rome. The mechanical inven- 
tions of our day will not save us from Rome's ruin 

if we follow Rome's sins. 

dom, in order to complete it 
within "this generation." 

FOUR DISCOVERIES REALLY 

WORTH WHILE. 

But while the mechanical in-
ventions and material prosper-
ity spoken of above have no 
moral or religious signifi-
cance and assist us in no way 
to become better or more 
truly happy, there are other 
scientific discoveries made in 
recent years which have a di-
rect moral bearing and a pro-
found moral and religious sig-
nificance. I refer to the three 
or four major scientific dis-
coveries which so strongly 
confirm the doctrine of a uni-
versal deluge and a literal 
creation; for no discoveries in 
many centuries have so direct 
and pertinent a bearing on the 
great problems of morals and 
religion; and accordingly, we 
may regard these as the most 
important scientific discov-
eries made in modern times. 
But space will permit me to do 
little more than enumerate 
these facts in bare outline. 

LIFE CAN BEGIN ONLY WITH 

LIFE. 

I. The first in point of time 
is the great truth known as 
Harvey's law, that life can 
come only from previously 
existing life. This truth had 
been established for all "the 
larger forms of life from the 
day s of William Harvey 
(1578--1657.) But when high-
powered microscopes came in-
to use, the battle had to be 
fought all over again regard-
ing bacteria and protozoa. 
Finally the work of Tyndall• 
and Pasteur, some forty years 
since, settled it that life can-
not now be produced from the 
not-living, it can come only 
from something already alive; 
and to-day any well-informed 
scientist would just as soon expect 
to see a dead man raised to life as 
to see any form of life whatever 
produced in any way except from 
some living thing of the, same 
kind. 

This great law, then, points 
back to a real creation as the only 
possible origin of the first plants 
and animals; for new forms are 
not now being made from the not-
living by any process whatever, 
either artificial or natural. 

2. The studies connected- with  

the X-ray and radioactivity, which 
date from about the beginning of 
the present century, have shown 
that the atoms of about a third of 
the elements (and we suppose this 
is also true of all the rest) are 
capable of breaking up into other 
and simpler elements or kinds of 
matter. On the other hand, we 
know of no process by which the 
reverse action of adding to any 
element can be accomplished. In 
other words, the various kinds of 
matter seem to be more or lc ss un- 

stable, and liable, under some 
force or forces which we can 
in no way control, to lose, a 
portion of the energy with 
which they seem to have, been 
primarily endowed. As we 
now know, all kinds of matter 
can be shown to be composed 
(in part at least) of what are 
called corpuscles or electrons, 
and these electrons are in real-
ity particles of negative elec- 
tricity. 	And it is by loss of 
these or similar particles that 
one kind of matter changes 
into other kinds of matter, 
this change taking place al-
ways not by gain but by loss. 
Not the evolution of matter, 
but the degeneration of mat-
ter, is the obvious lesson to be 
drawn from these facts. 
Hence the further fact follows 
that at some time in the past, 
I care not when, all this sub-
stance which we call matter 
must have been brought into 
existence in some manner 
equivalent to a real creation. 

In other words, the past 
eternity of matter seems just 
as much out of the question as 
its supposed upward evolution. 
There is no ambiguity in the 
evidence. So far as modern 
science can settle any question, 
the various elements compos-
ing our universe could never 
have existed from eternity; for 
like a number of clocks all 
running down, the elements 
would all have been run down 
long ago. These facts point 
backward to a real creation. 
"In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth." 

GENESIS HAS BEEN CORRO- 

BORATED. 

3. A similar lesson has been 
taught us from the discoveries 
in biology known as Mendel's 
laws, which within the past 
decade or so have about put a 
stop to the learned nonsense 

about heredity which used to per-
vade all scientific literature under 
the title of Darwinism. The old 
ideas about the gradual change of 
one kind of plant or animal into 
another are now definitely out-
grown, and are known to be all a 
mistake. We now know why it 
has been impossible to find or 
make a single example of this 
transformation of one species into 
another. And practically all pro-
gressive biologists have given up 
looking for any such examples to 
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confirm Darwinism, Just as all 
modern chemists have given up 
looking for the elixir of life, and 
as all sensible mechanics have 
ceased to waste time trying to in-
vent perpetual motion. Thus Men-
del's laws wonderfully confirm that 
record in the first chapter of 
Genesis, that God made each ani-
mal or plant, in the sea, or on the 
earth, or in the air, to reproduce 
only "after its kind." 

4. Within the past twenty years, 
also, have been worked out some 
very remarkable discoveries and 
principles in geology, from the re-
cord of the earth's past history 
written on "therocky pages of na-
ture's diary. From these discov-
eries, it has been developed that 
the widely advertised "ages" of 
geology, based on distinction be-
tween the fossils, some kinds being 
assigned to one "age" and other 
kinds to other "ages," either be-
fore or after, are all a huge blun-
der—perhaps the worst blunder 
and the most harmful in its effects 
on other departments of scientific 
investigation and most harmful in 
its influence on philosophy ind re-
ligion, of any made by mankind in 
the past thousand years. We now 
know that it is only a piece of 
imagination which assigns one 
kind of fossil life to one "age" 
and another kind to another 
"age." What the science of geo-
logy has been fooling with all 
these long years is only the record 
in the rocks which is the comple-
ment of that record in the Bible, 
of the world which, "being over-
flowed with water, perished." 
These medali in stone, which we 
call the fossils, struck by nature 
while the very acts were going on 
which they were designed to com-
memorate, have been preserved by 
a wise Providence till these our 
days, for our astonishment and 
scientific information, and to re-
fute, by their objective, and incon-
trovertible testimony, the vain 
theories of men about the origin 
and early history of our world. 

THE STAGE SET FOR THE SOUNDING 
OF GOD'S SUPREME MESSAGE. 

Thus we have various lines of 
scientific discovery (and others 
might be mentioned here if we had 
the space) which tend to confirm 
the great truth of a real creation, 
as taught in the Christian's Bible. 
And thus the stage is set for a 
truly world-wide proclamation of 
that message which is given in 
Revelation 14, as just preceding 
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the second coming of Jesus in the 
clouds of heaven : "Fear God, and 
give glory to Him; for the hour of 
His judgment is come : and wor-
ship Him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the foun-
tains of waters." Verse 7. A 
truly timely message, we must 
say, when addressed to the present 
generation, who have so largely 
explained away the great fact of 
creation ! But will it be heeded ? 
Will it really bring about a refor- 
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HIS GRACE IS SUFFICIENT 
i LIFTED the cross that He gave me, 

And thought it too heavy to bear ; 
I cried in deep anguish, "Lord, save me, 

And suffer me not to despair !" 
Then came back the answer impassioned 

From Him Who once hung on the tree, 
In tenderest tones of compassion : 

"My grace is sufficient for thee." 

Oh, then it was glory to bear it, 
Despising the shame it might bring ; 

For when it seemed heavy, He'd share it, 
And songs of rejoicing I'd sing. 

Each song that I sang seemed completer, 
And brought divine comfort to me : 

His answer grew sweeter and sweeter : 
"My grace is sufficient 'for thee." 

And thus I gave vent to my feeling 
Till song was my constant employ. 

His grace had brought balm for my heal-
ing, 

My mourning was turned into joy. 
When earth has revealed her last pages, 

The King in His beauty I'll see, 
And sing on throughout endless ages, 

"His grace is sufficient for me." 
—William Brickey. 
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mation and a turning to the great 
God of heaven, on the part of the 
millions of earth's inhabitants ? 

Yes, the world has made pro-
gress in recent years, progress in 
Many branches of science. But is 
science a substitute for the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, or even a thing 
which, of itself, means an ad-
vancement toward the spiritual na-
ture for individuals or the world 
as a whole ? Will the increased 
knowledge of our day work a re-
formation in the sin-laden hearts 
of men ? Or will a final rejection 
of the merciful warnings sent by 
the God of heaven call for a vindi-
cation of the majesty of the Crea-
tor, the final judgments of the 
long-suffering Jehovah against 
those who have despised His 
truth, ridiculed His warnings, and 
trampled upon His law ? What 
will the answer of the near future 
be? 

What the Miller Said 

THE miller said that there were 
seventeen sieves through which 
the ground wheat passed before 
it came out below pure and white 
and fine in the shape of flour. The 
miller said that every one of the 
seventeen sieves was necessary to 
give the flour that fineness and 
whiteness for which the mill was 
famous. Less than that number 
of sieves would leave the flour a 
little too coarse and not absolutely 
white. Every one of the sieves 
took out something from the flour 
that was not desirable and that 
kept it from reaching the standard 
that the miller set for his flour. 

How similar life is to the flour 
mill! Through one testing after 
another we pass, for the Lord de-
sires to have us purified; not seven 
times, or even seventeen times, 
perhaps, but many, many times we 
meet the tests of life until at laSt 
He has us ready for that place 
which He has prepared for us. 

How sad it is that we sometimes 
grumble and complain at the 
sieves through which the Miller 
sees best to put us. If we only 
had the faith to go even into the 
valley of the shadow of death with-
out fear, trusting in Him Who 
has promised to be with those who 
put their trust in Him! How 
much better to hear, instead of 
words of grumbling and com-
plaint, the words of the -Master, 
"Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant; , . . enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." 

Remember, the miller said that 
so many sieves were necessary to 
make the flour what it should be, 
but that it was worth it in the end. 
So our Lord says that we are not 
to marvel at the fiery tribulations 
that we must pass through in life, 
for they work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.--"Youth's Companion." 

Wayside Thoughts 

COULD we but realize that there 
is always time and strength and 
ability to do what we ought to do, 
how all the hurry and the flurry 
and the worry would pass out of 
our lives. Your life-work and 
mine are meant to be parts of the 
eternal plan, parts which you and 
I are quite able to perform; but if 
through ambition or some other 
form of self-love, we strive to do 
other than is divinely required of 
us, there follows, must inevitably 
follow, confusion. 	FRANCESCA. 
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Spirits in Prison 
"Please explain t-Peter 3:18-20 about 

Christ preaching to the spirits in prison. 
Also I Peter 4:6, about 'The Gospel 
preached to the dead.' M.V." 

THE reference to Noah in verse 
2o shows how Christ preached, by 
the Spirit, to the spirits in prison.-
Noah was a preacher of righteous-
ness (2 Peter 2: 5), he preached 
while the ark was being prepared. 
But righteousness could only be 
preached through Christ from the 
day the first man fell. Rom. 5 :  12, 
15; Acts 4.: 12. He was the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the 
world. Rev. 13 : 8. His Spirit was 
in the prophets. (I Peter I: II.) 
"If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His." Rom. 
8 : 9. He was the spiritual Rock 
that sustained Israel in their wan-
derings and trials. I Cor. 10 : 4 
(margin). In the great commis-
sion He said : "All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth," 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all na- .. 

• tions. " And then comes the prom-
ise, "I am with you alway." But 
how can He be with all His 
preachers in all the world always ? 
By His Spirit. So He is still, as in 
the days of Noah, preaching deliv-
erance to the captives of sin; by 
His Spirit through His servants. 

"Spirits in prison" is a forceful 
description of man's spiritual con-
dition in sin, which is clearly por-
trayed by the apostle. Rom. 7: 
14--25. Here is the prisoner's 
confession : "The good that I 
would I do not : but the evil which 
I would not, that I do." And 
again, "0 wretched man that I 
am! who shall deliver me?" 
Rom. 7:19, 24. I Peter 4 : 5, 6 
tells us that the quick, that is the 
living,, and the dead shall be 
judged..' For this cause was the 
Gospel preached also to them that 
are dead, that they might be 
judged. The Gospel brings sal-
vation to those who receive it, and 
condemnation to those who reject 
it, and Christ shall judge the liv-
ing and the dead at His appear-
ing. 2 Tim. 4 : I. The Gospel 
can only save those who hear and 
believe. And as "the dead know  

not anything," for the day they 
die their thoughts perish (Eccles. 
9 : 5; Psa. 146 : 4), therefore the 
Gospel must have been preached 
to them before they died. 

The Gospel was preached to 
Abraham (Gal. 3 : 8), and Paul in 
quoting the words of Moses adds, 
"that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach." Deut. 3o : 14-16; 
Rom. io : 6--8. 

The Firstfruits 
"How can Christ be 'the firstfruits of 

them that slept' (t Cor. 15:20) if Moses 
was raised before Christ? D.M." 

"As in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive." 
Verse 22. His death and resur-
rection were made effectual from 
the foundation of the world by the 
promise of God (Rev. 13 : 8) Who 
calleth those things which be not 
as though they were. And His 
Word cannot fail. Christ is the 
resurrection and the life (John II : 
25) and is thus the firstfruits from 
the sleep of death. 

The voice of the Archangel 
raises the dead. (I Thess. 4: 16.) 
But it is the voice of Christ that 
calls forth the dead (John 5: 25, 
28), hence He is the Archangel. 
So it was Christ, Who is called 
Michael the Archangel, Who 
raised Moses. Jude 9. Satan dis-
puted about the body of Moses 
because the redeeming blood had 
not then been shed, and he dis-
puted the infallibility of God's 
Word by which redemption was 
promised. But he was rebuked 
and Moses was raised from the 
dead and appeared later with 
Christ. Matt. 17:3. 

Are Other Worlds Inhabited ? 

"Does the Bible indicate that the other 
worlds are inhabited? L.C." 

WE read : "Thus saith the 
Lord that created the heavens; 
God Himself that formed the 
earth and made it; He hath estab-
lished it, He created it not in vain, 
He formed it to be inhabited." Isa.  

45: 18. As it is evident that there 
are innumerable worlds, and many 
known to be larger than this 
earth, if they are not inhabited 
their existence is in vain, accord-
ing to the above text. As God 
has a purpose in all He does, and 
as the earth was given to men 
(Psa. 115: 16) we may conclude 
that the other worlds are occupied 
by intelligent beings. But the 
Bible does not say so in so many 
words. 

The Holy Ghost 
"Who or what is the Holy Ghost? 

L.C." 

To define the Holy Spirit is be-
yond the limitations of the human 
mind. But by faith and experi-
ence we can know much of the 
power and operation of the Spirit. 
He is represented as the operat-
ing power in creation (Gen. 1: 2); 
and 	redemption. 	Heb. 9 : 14; 
Rom. 5: 5; i Cor. 2: 13. He is 
co-ordinated with the Father and 
Christ in baptism and in the bene-
diction. 2 Cor. 13: 14. Also in 
the introduction to the Revela-
tion. Rev. I :4, 5. The Spirit of 
God and the Spirit of Christ are 
the same. Rom. 8:9. He is 
called the paraclete, or Comfort-
er, promised by Christ. "I will 
not leave you orphans [margin' : 
I will come to you." John 14: 18. 
How He will come He explains in 
verse 16, "I will pray the Father, 
and He shall send you another 
Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever." John 14: 16. 

When the Holy Spirit came on 
men who had been previously sett-
fish (Mark 9 : 34) and weak (Luke 
22: 54--6o), the transformation re-
vealed the power and purpose for 
which the Spirit came. All could 
see the result but no one could ex-
plain it except that it was the ful-
filment of the promise of God. 
The Holy Spirit is the power by 
which God operates in nature 
(Psa. 104 : 30) or changes the 
hearts of men, imparts gifts for 
work in His service, strives with 
sinners, teaches and leads, and 
!gives power to saints. 
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By Jo 
As we go back a hundred years, 

we no longer see any photo-
graphs, photo-engravings, o r 
"snapshots." The "movies" have 
gone out of business. We no 
longer hear the phonograph or the 
radiophone. There are no gas 
engines, no elevators, no asphalt 
pavement, no steam fire engine. 
We lose air engines, air brakes. 
stem-winding watches, the great 
suspension bridges, tunnels, iron-
frame buildings, revolvers, tor-. 
pedoes, machine guns, linotype 
machines, all Pasteurizing, all 
knowledge of disease germs, all 
sanitary plumbing, antitoxins, 
antiseptics, anaesthetics. Enough ! • 
you exclaim. And indeed, it is not 
pleasant to contemplate the loss. 
But to think of it for a moment 
gives us some idea of the remark-
able increase of knowledge during 
the last century. Persons who. 
lived seventy-five or eighty years 
ago had not the faintest idea of 
the wonderful inventions that were 
destined to come so thick and fast 
in the next seven or eight decades. 

P men who died One 
hundred years ago 
could see the wonder-
ful inventions in daily 
use, of whose possi-

bilities they had never even 
dreamed in their day, it would be 
hard to convince them that this 
was the place where they once 
lived. 

The material world has made 
such rapid progress, especially 
dhring the last fifty years, that peo-
ple living now have almost lost 
the important faculty of being sur-
prised. We have become so ac-
customed to these almost countless 
inventions that we now think of 
them as very commonplace. The 
most marvellous developments are 
taken as a matter of course. 
People hardly ever picture in their 
minds the conditions of things 
fifty or seventy-five years ago. 
Many are unmindful of the fact 
that nearly all the material bless-
ings which we now enjoy and re-
ceive as conveniences of daily life 
were unknown to the people who 
lived a century ago. 

Do we realize that a man who is 
ninety-five years old to-day is older 
than any railway company in the 
world, any gas company, any 
steamboat company, any tele-
graph, telephone, or electric light 
company ? 

COMPARISON BY CONTRAST. 

To appreciate the wonders of 
this present age, let us briefly con-
trast the conditions of to-day with 
those of a hundred years ago. As 
we make the backward run of one 
hundred years, lo, how many mile-
stones of progress we pass by the 
way! Let us see if we can count 
some of them as they disappear 
behind us. 

As we get back to 1821, we find, 
first of all, that we are travelling 
at what seems to be only a snail's 
pace. We have lost the steam rail-
way, the steamship, the electric 
railway, the motor-car, and the 
aeroplane, and must depend solely 
on the oxcart, or the horse and 
coach on land and the sailing ship 
on the sea. Our speed across 
country is reduced from one hun-
dred miles an hour on land or two 
hundred and seventy-four miles an 
hour in the air, to a creeping along 
at eight miles an hour. 

The electric lights have gone 
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out. The cities are in darkness, 
while the only light in the home is 
the tallow candle. We can no 
longer talk to our friends hun-
dreds of miles away by telephone. 
The telegraph and the wireless 
have also disappeared. We have 
absolutely no way of quickly com-
municating with persons away 
from us. It takes weeks and 
months to learn of what happens 
in distant cities in our own land or 
across the sea. In the home the 
fire range, the gas stove, the 
radiator, the furnace, the heating 
stove, the , sewing machine, all 
electrical appliances, and all the 
machine-made furniture are gone. 
We do not even have a match with 
which to kindle a fire. 

How slow, how laborious, the 
work of the farmer becomes as we 
go back one hundred years!' No 
threshing machine, no traction en-
gine, no harvester, no tractor, no 
stalk cutter, no riding plough, no 
cream separator, no mower, no 
reaper, no hay rake, nothing but 
his two long arms with which to 
flail and swing the scythe ! 

THE OLD GOOSE-QUILL PEN. 

The business man is no longer 
able to have his letters written on 
the typewriter at the rate of sev-
enty words a minute ; he must 
write them out with his old goose-
quill. He can no longer step to 
the adding machine and set down 
a long list of figures, and get the 
sum merely by pulling the lever ; 
it must be obtained by the old, 
slow, laborious method. His bill-
ing machine, his mimeograph, his 
protectograph, et cetera, are all 
gone. 

The White Star liner "Olympic," 45,324 ton 
accommodation 2 



the Atlantic via the Azores in roro. 

Shuler 
A HUMOROUS LETTER. 

"Someone poring over the old 
tiles in the United States Patent 
Office at Washington the other 
day found a letter written in 1833 
that illustrates the limitations of 
the human imagination. 

"It was from an old employee 
of the Patent Office, offerinc,  his 
resignation to the head of the de-
partment. His reason was that as 
everything inventable had been in-
vented;  the Patent Office would 
soon be discontinued, and there 
he no further need of his services 
or the services of any of his fellow-
clerks. He, therefore, decided to 
leave before the blow fell. 

"Everything inventable had been 
invented ! The writer of this let-
ter journeyed in a stagecoach or 
a canal boat. He had never seen 
a train or an ocean greyhound. 
He read at night by candle light, 
if he read at all in the evening: 
more likely he went to bed soon 
after dark and did all his reading 
by daylight. He had never seen a 

821t. 6in., breadth 92ft. 6in., speed ar knots, 
ggers and 86o crew. 

house lighted by illuminating gas. 
The arc and incandescent electric 
lights were not to be invented for 
nearly half a century. If he had 
ever heard of electricity, he 
thought of it as a mysterious and 
dangerous fluid that strikes from 
the clouds during a thunderstorm. 
That it could be harnessed to do 
man's will had never occurred to 
him. 

"He had' never heard the click-
ing of the telegraph bell. The 
telephone would have seemed as 
wonderful to him as a voyage to 
the moon. Motion pictures would 
have reminded him of black art, 
and the idea that a machine could 
be invented whereby a man would 
fly above the clouds like a bird, 
ascending and descending at will, 
would have seemed to him merely 
absurd. 

"The modern press, the linotype 
machine, which seems almost to 
think the X-ray, by means of 
which surgeons diagnose disease 
and injury and lay out their work 
with scientific certainty, these 
things were yet to be invented long 
after he was dead. He could not 
imagine the motor-car, now so 
common that they cover the streets 
and roads of all the world. 

"He could not dream that a can-
non would be made to throw a pro-
jectile more than twenty miles, 
that repeating rifles, revolvers, 
and machine guns would be in-
vented, that steel monsters of the 
deep would speed invisibly under 
the seas with the power to send 
giant ocean liner to the bottom 
within a matter of moments."—
"Scientific American." 

CANNOT APPRECIATE CHANGE. 

This generation can hardly con-
ceive the astonishment once ex- 
pressed at what are now common 
things. Men travelled miles to see 
the "fire cart." A steamboat was 
described as having a sawmill on 
one side and a gristmill on the 
other; a blacksmith's shop was in 
the middle, and a great pot boil-
ing all the time in the cellar. 

The unceasing stream of won-
ders which have been brought out 
in the last century and a quarter 
causes this age to stand out abso-
lutely distinct from that of any pre-
ceding period. Up to the year 
1798 the methods of industrial pro-
duction, transportation, and com-
munication were essentially what 
they had been from the dawn of, 
history. Dr. J. S. Schapiro, Pro-
fessor of History in the College of 
the City of New York, recently 
said that Hammurabi, Pericles, 
Julius Caesar, or Charlemagne 
would have been quite at home in 
the social and economic Europe of 
Louis XIV, Frederick the Great, 
and George III. 

Prof. James Harvey Robinson 
declares in one of his recent books 
that the people of Europe, in the 
time of Queen Anne, continued to 
till their fields, weave their cloth, 
and saw and plane their boards by 
hand, much as the ancient Egyp-
tians had done. Merchandise was 
still transported in slow, lumber-
ing carts, and letters were as long 
in passing from London to Rome 
as in the reign of Constantine. 
Could a peasant, a smith, or a 
weaver of the age of Caesar 
Augustus have visited France or 
England eighteen hundred years 
later, he would have recognized 
the familiar flail, forge, and hand 
loom of his own day. 

But what a wonderful change 
took place in the nineteenth cen-
tury ! If you would take a man of 
the present day and suddenly 
thrust him back seventy-five or one 
hundred years in life, as we have 
tried to do in this article, he would 
find himself almost as out of joint 
and awkwardly unsuited to the 
ways of that time as if he were 
sent back to the age of Caesar 
Augustus. He would find himself 
embarrassed at every step he took. 
He could do hardly anything as he 
does it to-day. All this indicates 
that since the close of the eigh- 

(Continued on page 15.) 
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Conducted by - Naomi 

What Are Daddies For ? 

DADDY, what 'oo for? What 
oo for, daddy? Why I 
got a daddy?" 

At last he had my attention. 
The questioner was my second 
boy. Boy—he is not my baby, he 
is now three years old. 

"What is it, little man ? What 
do you want your daddy to do ?" 

"Daddy, why I got a daddy ?" 
"Ah, now, let me see. You 

come here and sit on my knee," I 
said, as I laid down the book I 
had been reading and wished for 
time to find a true answer—one 
that the owner of those searching 
blue eyes could understand. 

"Let me see, now, why has he 
got a daddy ? To buy shoes? 
No, that is far too mean an an-
swer. To feed and clothe, to care 
for him when he is sick, and to 
guide him when he is well? No, 
that is all true, but does not quite 
answer the question. 	Not as I 
would have my boy understand 
it." 

"Now let me see," I said 
again as the question grew. 
"Sonny, your daddy will have to 
think about it." 

"Daddy, why I got a daddy ?" 
the query multiplied in my mind. 
Why did I have a father ? Just 
what are fathers for, was the 
question that rolled and rolled 
among my thoughts, and I turned 
from the present to the past in a 
search for the true answer to this 
now my son's question. 

I am a father, the father of 
three boys. If I really fill the bill, 
really do my simple duty by my 
boys, I must know the simple an- 
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swer to this question, What are 
daddies for? 

"Listen, John, daddy is not sure 
that he knows the reasons, but he 
knows this—God, the great Fath-
er of all, knew best. He saw it 
was best for each little boy to 
have a father, and He wants you 
to know that as your daddy loves 
you, so does He." 
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THE HOME NEST 

THEY are leaving the dear old home 
nest— 

The home nest—one by one. 
It seems but a while since the cradle 

song 
Was sung in the ev'ning twilight long 
When the babes were put to rest. 
They are leaving the dear old home 

nest— 
The crib and the high-backed chair 
Tell a silent touching story 
That once they were needed there. 
Tattered school books 'neath the stair- 

way, 
Broken toys, and hats outgrown, 
To the tender gaze of the old folks 
Whisper the young have flown. 
They are leaving the dear old home 

nest ; 
The winds without are chill ; 
The city's light shines through the night 
To invite for good or ill. 
Will love of the old home hold them? 
Will the prayers that the old folks pray 
Bring the young ones back to the home 

nest 
Unscathed, some future day? 
Ah, home of hallowed memories ! 
Homely, but rich with tender love, 
How sweet thine happy hours ! — 
Its garden fair with flowers. 
Not now young voices echo, 
Not now the scampering feet ; 
But the old home cords will surely hold 
Till we meet at Jesus' feet. 

QUEENIE HILL PATRICK. 

Then looking into the earnest 
face, that for some reason became 
dim, I silently called to my 
Father: 

"Father, help me to understand 
Thy plan. Teach me just what a 
daddy is for. Give me wisdom, 
Father, to answer the question of 
my child, and help me so to live 
that by Thy grace this little . boy 
may see Thy life and image re-
flected in my relation to him, and 
that in seeing it, he may some day 
truly understand what daddies are 
for." 	F. E. THOMPSON. 

" I Hears Her " 

FOUR-YEAR-OLD R a 1 p 
was a great admirer of Mrs. 
Lane, who lived just "fru de 

fence." And nearly every day 
Ralph would crawl "fru de fence" 
to visit her. 

One day lie was busy looking 
at a picture book when his mother 
called, "Ralph, come home." 

As Ralph made no answer, Mrs. 
Lane said, "Ralph, your mother 
called you." 

"I hears her," replied Ralph, 
without looking up from the hook. 

Again the call, "Ralph, come 
home." But apparently Ralph 
was deaf, so Mrs. Lane quietly re-
minded him again that his mother 
had called him. 

"I hears her," he answered, 
but still made no move to obey. 

Clear upon the air boomed the 
call, "Ralph, come home !" 

At the word "Ralph," the child 
lifted his head, then jumped to his 
feet and said, "I better go now. 



Fahver's hand strong," and off he 
went. 

Although Ralph was not very 
old, he was very wise. He knew 
he did not have to mind mother, 
but "fahver"—well, experience 
had taught him that "fahver's 
hand" was strong, therefore he 
knew he must obey or suffer the 
consequences. And no little four-
year-old boy likes to be spanked. 

Now, mother should have 
enough moral stamina to insist 
upon being minded as promptly 
and cheerfully as "fahver" was. 

She should take pains to see 
that Ralph perfectly understands; 
that if he chooses to disobey—and 
that is his privilege—he must suf-
fer the consequences. I do not 
approve of corporal punishment, 
but there are many other ways, 
and Ralph will not be long in 
learning the lesson if mother will 
only be firm. Firmness! That is 
what you need, mother, and what 
the mothers of all the little Ralphs 
in this wide world need. Children 
should be taught discipline in the 
home. 	MARTHA E. WARNER. 

The Bible in the Home 

IT seems to be wonderfully easy 
for the mother to give away her 
task to the day school teacher or 
the Sabbath-school teacher, teach-
ing the Bible included. But there 
is a basic Bible study that belongs 
to the home rather than to any 
other institution. Every act of 
life is governed by some prin-
ciple, and the principles by which 
we should live are laid down in 
God's Word. Many of these 
should be embedded in the child's 
mind before he is old enough to 
go to school. They should be 
there as a foundation before the 
mind is corrupted by the world's 
way of thinking, and after that it 
is not likely to be corrupted. 

The psychological moment is al-
ways the moment of interest in the 
subject. The little girl has a new 
dress, or the little boy a new suit. 
This is the time to study clothing 
from those first fig-leaf aprons 
through to the robe of Christ's 
righteousness, which those who 
are saved will wear. There may 
be a study of the coats of skins, of 
Joseph's coat of many colours, of 
the robes of the priests, the good-
ly Babylonish garment, Elijah's 
cloak, the gorgeous apparel of 
King Solomon and the compari- 

son of the beautiful lilies with it, 
the seamless coat of Jesus and 
many others which might be enu-
merated. 

Through it all, lessons of sim-
plicity and modesty of dress may 
be taught. Then, dear mother, do 
not spoil your teaching by'failing 
to live up to the lessons taught, 
both in the building of the child's 
dress and of your own. Do not 
destroy his faith by your works. 

This same principle may be car-
ried out in the teaching of num-
berless lessons connected with 
the little things of every-day life. 
"Home and School." 

Dear Home Folk : 
Every mother has, at some time 

or another, fully realized the 
meaning of a practically sleepless 
night. Baby is so restless, kicks, 
turns and twists and finally, after 
a few fitful "opening chords" 
renders a "midnight serenade" 
with all the power his little voice 
can muster. Of course there are 
many genuine reasons for such 
outbursts and one Of the most 
common is the fact-that his bed is 
not as warm, cosy and comfortable 
as it might be. Making baby's 
bed so that he will not kick off 
his clothes and expose himself at 
night is quite an art. 

Take a blanket which is at least 
twice as large as the ordinary cot 
blankets and-spread it on the bot-
tom of the-cot, making quite sure 
to leave an overflow at each side 
and an overlap of about twelve 
inches at the foot. Lay the mat-
tress on this and over it lay a 
square  of mackintosh and a warm 
under-blanket. When this has 
been done - place baby in the cot, 
covering and tucking him in with 
a pair of warm top-blankets. The 
child should at first be wrapped in 
a soft shawl (Shetland for prefer-
ence, as its ibose meshes retain the 
warm air without being too cum-
bersome). Now take the overlap-
ping sides of the large blanket 
first placed on the cot, draw them 
right across, and fix firmly in place 
with large,  dependable  safety-
pins. " -Also turn the ends up over 
the .  feet • and likewise secure -with 
pins. This forms- a tiny sleeping 

"RESOLVE to hold your peace 
when little things go wrong—and 
hold it. You will be surprised how 
placid, composed, and poised you 
are under the severest provoca-
tions."  a 

DIE when I may, I want it said of 
me by those who know me best 
that I always plucked a thistle and 
planted a flower where I thought 
a flower would grow.—Abraham 
Lincoln. 

"THE Christian's art of living is 
in making what he wants coincide 
with what he needs." 

sack in which baby will be able 
to move freely without becoming 
uncovered or making himself un-
comfortable. 

THE MICE QUESTION. 
Mrs. J. Rollins of Birmingham 

tells us how she has-  successfully 
driven mice away from her home. 
She receives the special "surprise" 
this time. This is what she says : 
"Dear Naomi, 

"I have proved the following a suc-
cessful means of getting rid of mice. 
By purchasing sixpennyworth or more 
of oil of peppermint and sprinkling it well 
down the holes one can soon rid the 
house of these pests. 

"Yours sincerely, 
"(Mrs.) J. Rollins." 

ITALIAN PUDDING. 

The following recipe, although, 
possessed of a rather foreign-
sounding title is really as delight-
ful a pudding as any Englishman 
would wish for. The first taste will 
lead you to declare it "delicious ! " 

Ingredients.—ilb. of apples' sliced, 
lb. of dates stoned, alb. of raisins 
stoned, 202S. of mixed peel shredded, 2 
ozs. of plain cake crumbs, 2 eggs, of 
a pint of milk, sugar, flavouring.. 

Method.—Make a custard of the eggs 
and milk, stir in the cake-crumbs, and 
sweeten to taste. Mix the dates, raisins, 
and peel together, and add a little flav-
ouring. Place the apple at the bottom 
of a pie-dish, add the mixed fruit, and 
pour in the custard. Bake in a rather 
cool oven for three-quarters of an hour, 
and serve either hot or cold... (Custard 
powder could be used instead of eggs if 
preferred). 

"NAomi." 
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Popocatapetls 

A Story of Kittens 

TWO kittens ! I thought 
Mrs. Bruce was to let you 
choose one." 

"Yes, mamma," said Philip. 
"'But we didn't know which to 
choose, an' Mrs. Bruce put them 
on the floor, an' .we called 'em to 
see which would come, an' every 
time we called these two came 
'running to us." 

"Just the same two, mamma," 
chimed in Bessie. "Can't we keep 
them ? Please, mamma." 

Who could resist such eager 
little faces ? Not Mamma Dale. 
"They are very pretty little 
mites, '• she said, smiling, -"How 
can you tell them apart?" 

The children lifted the kittens' 
heads, showing a white spot of 
fur on each little neck. 

"Breastpins," cried Big Sister 
Edith, "and Bessie's has the 
larger! What shall you call 
them ?" 

"I'm going to call mine Popo-
catapetl," said Philip, who was 
studying geography. 

"What ?" laughed mamma and 
Edith together. 

"I want to call mine Poppy-
toppykettle too I " cried Bessie. 

"You might name them both 
Popocatapetl," said Edith, still 
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laughing, "and call 
one by the first end, 
Popo, and the other 
by the last, Petl." 

"And Pop and Pet 
for short," added 
mamma. 

Thus adopted, Pop 
and Pet became fav-
oured members of 
the household. They 
developed all the 
playful and amusing 
ways common to kit-
tens, and, according 
to the Dale family, 
a great many uncom-
mon ones, too ! 

I't was when the Popocatapetis 
had grown to be of good size that 
Philip and Bessie came in one day 
with a pure white kitten, very 
glossy, very small, and very 
pretty. 

"Children! 
"He was all lost, mamma!" 

cried Bessie, breathless with ex-
citement. 

"And he followed us all the way 
from school!" added Philip. 

"Is he to be a Popocatapetl 
too ?" asked Edith mischievously. 
"You can call him by the middle 
of the name, you know, and make 
it Cata." 

"May we, mamma ?" 
Mamma was doubtful; but when 

papa came home he was positive. 
"This is too much, children," 

he said. "You cannot have three 
cats; you must give one of them 
away." 

"Oh, papa, 'course we can't 
spare Pop or Pet, and Cata is so 
cunning! Oh, look at him now, 
swinging on the chair!" 

"Isn't he just the prettiest 
"You hear what I say ?" inter-

rupted papa. "You may keep 
whichever two you choose, but 
the third you must give away in the 
morning." 

Philip and Bessie retreated to the 
broad window-seat in the hall. 
Their mournful little voices now  

and then reached the sitting-room, 
where the older ones sat reading, 
although all seemed uncomfortable 
because the little ones were un-
happy. 

Suddenly Edith put down her 
book and left the room. A few 
minutes later a peal of childish 
laughter rang out. 

"What a way Edith has with 
the children," said Mr. Dale, look-
ing relieved as the laugh rang out 
again. 

"She is a dear girl," said Mrs. 
Dale. "I wonder what they are 
laughing at ?" 

* * * * * * * 

Now, it so happened that the 
next day was Mr. Dale's birthday; 
and when he came down in the 
morning he found upon his chair 
a covered basket. To its handle 
was tied a card:— 

"For dear papa. With love from 
Philip and Bessie. Many happy re-
turns !" 

"Mew ! " came faintly from 
within the basket. Then the cover 
stirred, and up peeped Cata's little 
fluffy face. 

Papa sat Cata on his shoulder, 
and laughed till the tears came. 

"Come here, you little rogues! " 
he called to the children, peeping 
in at the door. "A man can't re-
fuse his own birthday present!" 

So the three Popocatapetls 
stayed with the Dales, and were 
"happy ever after."—Sophia T. 
Newnan, in "Youth's Com-
panion." 

Cata was "all lost." 



Our Competition 
Corner 

• Result of Alphabet Hunt 

THE popularity of our Hunting 
Band is overwhelming !  102 boys 
and girls joined in our second hunt 
—and one grown-up, which makes 
103. By the way, I promised our 
grown-up hunter "honourable 
mention' ; he was the very first to 
find that Ezra 7 : 21 is the verse 
which contains all the alphabet ex-
cept "j." Maybe he had the first 
PRESENT TRUTH that was off the 
press! Anyway, he exceeds the 
age limit, so I won't tell you his 
name. But the names of the other 
102 who found the verse are : 
.Iris Frost (London) ; Rosina Arnell 

(London); Florence Arne] (London) ; 
Celia Warren (London) ; Arthur Thornley 
(Bradford); Roland Hamblin (Rugeley) ; 
Arthur Cannon (Pontypridd) ; James 
Bleasby (Glasgow) ; Alfred Wallis (Gil-
lingham); Nellie Barratt (Wrexham); 
Rosa Johnson (Torquay) ; Frank Wyatt 
(Barnsley); Gladys Moore (Monmouth) ; 
Daisy Baxter (Sheffield) ; Leslie Futcher 
(Southampton); Charles Taylor (Boston) : 
Peggy and Iris Owen (London); Sarah 
Emm (Coombe Bissett); Wesley Hudson 
(Monmouth); Robert Marrion (Kingston-
on-Thames) ; Phyllis Painter (Henley-on-
Thames) ; May Boyd (Belfast); Millie 
Aikenhead (Alresford); May Cornish 
(Beckenham); Thelma Davies (Machen) 
Mollie Jenkinson (Wardle); Irene Hall 
(Leeds); William Coutts (Leeds); Myrtle 
Padfield (Mountain Ash); Ernest Kelly 
(Bristol); Lily Birch (Bristol); Bernard 
Hill (Bristol); F. Giles (Birmingham) ; 
Barbara M. Tredinnick (Barry) ; Olive 
Muir (Swansea); Ernest Burrows (Gran-
tham); Ruby Blackler (Torquay); Willie 
Slow (Kettering); Edward White (Irth-
lingborough); Annie Codling (Ryton-on-
Tyne); Margaret Codling; Annie West-
bury (Bristol) ; Evelyn Harrison (Leeds); 
Grace Holland (Horsham); Sybil Holmes 
(Leeds); Phyllis Standen .(Sittingbourne) : 
Paulina Nicholson (Penrith); Iris White 
(Bournemouth); R. Brown (Bristol) ; 
Arthur Haffenden (Edmonton); Robert 
Whiteside (Dervock) ; Horace Thomas 
(Monmouth); Irene Davey (Plymouth) ; 
Marion Hopkins (Barry); Violet Ward 
(Cardiff); Hilda Wallis (Kettering); Jessie 
Gray (Belfast) ; H. Hancock (Rochdale); 
George Crosby (Upper Tooting)'; Frank 
Swaby (Lincoln); James Kerr (Edin-
burgh); Reginald Thomas (Penrhwreiber); 
Sissie Goldby (Rhayader); Phyllis Owen 
(Mountain Ash); Leonard Owen; Lilian 

(Continued on page 1.5.) 
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Hunting Band 

Did you know there was a man.  
in the Bible who had his hair cut 
once a year° Search the Second 
Book of Samuel till you find him, 
then write and tell me the verse. 
Let me warn you—it won't help 
the least bit to hunt for the word 
"cut," for the fact isn't expressed 
that way. The verse says that he 
had his hair—well, you hunt and 
see what it does say! Your verse 
must reach me by February 2oth. 

M.S. 
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I'M expecting a mighty chorus 
of groans to reach me soon! A 
week or two ago we promised to 
print the prize-winners' drawings 
in Our Corner, and here this is the 
second drawing competition and 
not one has appeared yet. A thou-
sand pardons ! Last time, you see, 
I was away from the office just at 
PRESENT TRUTH time, and this 
issue—well, we really can't spare 
the space a picture would take. 
What with all the news of Our 
Corner—which, of course, must 
be told ! —and the long list of Bible 
Hunters who merit mention, it 
really does look as though soon we 
shall have to besiege the 
Editor for another page! 

However, to make up 
for disappointing you, 
I'm going to give you 
something lots more in-
teresting than drawings 
--a photograph of some-
one in Our Corner every 
week, beginninc,  with the 
next issue. Then, you, 
see, if there is someone 
you'd like very much to 
make friends with, you 
can write and ask me for their ad-
dress. 

Which brings to my mind the 
pile of interesting letters waitinc,  
on my desk to be answered. 
PleaSe, if yours is one of then, 
don't think I'm never, never going 
to write to you. One day soon I'll 
spend a whole day at it and tell you 
all sorts of good news. 

The many sprays of holly that 
have come lately have been a 
source of great perplexity, especi-
ally those sent by the tiny tots ! 
You'll have noticed in the panel 
that two sisters win the prizes this 
time. Well done! Art must "run 
in the family" ! But let me whis-
per a word for the encouragement 
of the little ones—the tiny tot 
prize-winning drawing actually 
beat Peggy's—though, of course, 
both were excellent. 

There are four other drawings 
which deserve special Mention : 
Robin Aikenhead's, Roy Wood's,  

Charles Poor's and Wilfred 
Berry's. The joinings of Charles' 
leaves were especially good. So, 
too, were Roy's berries. 

Others who tried hard are : 
Leonard Lloyd (Hammersmith); 
Jesse Mayo (Luton); Phyllis Bur-
ley (Luton); May and Ernest Cor-
nish (Beckenham); Winnie White 
(Mountain Ash); Carol and Joyce 
Marchant (Alfriston); Willie Slow. 
(Kettering); L. Chapman (York); 
Edward White (Irthlingborough); 

Winnie and Sidney Emir) 
(Coombe Bissett, nr. 
Salisbury); Jessie and 
Mollie Jenkinson (Roch-
dale); Alfred Chapman 
(York); Adolf Grute 
(Torquay); Ronald 
Brooks (Mountain Ash); 
Mary Rodgers (Chester-
field); Rose Kelly (Bris-
tol); William Coutts 
(Leeds); Francis Mur-
rin (Bristol); Myrtle Pad-
field (Mountain Ash); 

Elsie Smith (Leeds) ; and I mustn't 
forget to mention a pretty paint-
ing from Melville de Mellow who 
lives at Jodhpur, India. 

Amid the many joys of Our Cor-
ner we somehow feel that sor-
rows can never come. But news 
came to me the other day through 
a friend that little Freddy Pank-
hurst of Catford died just before 
Christmas. I was glad to learn 
that his prize reached him in time 
and wish that we could comfort a 
little his mother and father who 
miss him very much. Freddy': 
picture will be in Our Corner next 
time. 

The subject for our drawing 
competition this week is your 
"Sunday-best" pair of shoes. 
They must get here by Feb. loth. 

Two more have grown older 
since last time : Myrtle Crooks is 
12 now and John Watson is 1o. 
We hope you had the happiest of 
birthdays: 	 M. S. 
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BACKSLIDING is "to slide 
back," "a falling away," "to 
lapse from faith or prin-

ciple." It is a disease that is ex-
ceedingly secret in its working. and 
like many diseases does its work 
quietly but effectually ; it works 
like a consumption. 

When a Christian backslides it 
is as if the "prodigal son" had re-
turned to his folly, left his father's 
house a second time. It is re-
garded by some as a law of nature 
tat our first love must grow cold 
and our early zeal must neces-
sarily decline, but that is not so. 
God's Word says, "The path of 
the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." Prov. 4: 18. Does 
that sound like "backsliding" ? 
Were we ever watchful and very 
careful to live in the presence of 
God and near to His Son Jesus 
Christ, there is not the slightest 
reason why our spiritual life and 
growth should not continuously 
make progress both in strength 
and beauty. Grace is a living and 
incorruptible seed that abideth for 
ever. Where God is, where Jesus 
is, there is life—for they are both 
the essence of life—and life always 
begets life. 

A stranded ship, a broken-
winged angel, a garden overrun 
with weeds, a harp without strings, 
a church in ruins—all these are 
sad sights, but a backslider is a 
sadder sight still. The cry of a re-
pentant backslider is beautifully 
portrayed in one of Charles Wes-
ley's hymns : — 

"Depth of mercy, can it be 
Mercy still reserved for me? 

Can my God His wrath forbear? 
Me, the chief of sinners, spare? 

I have long withstood His grace, 
Long provoked Him to His face ; 

Would not hearken to His calls ; 
Grieved Him by a thousand falls. 

"Jesus, answer from above : 
Is not all Thy nature love? 

Wilt Thou not the wrong forgive? 
Suffer me to kiss Thy feet? 

If I rightly read Thy heart, 
If Thou all compassion art, 

Bow Thine ear, in mercy bow, 
Pardon and accept me now ! 

"Pity from Thine eye let fall ; 
By a look my soul recall ; 

Now the stone to flesh convert, 
Cast a look and break my heart : 

Now incline me to repent ; 
Let me now my fall lament ; 

P tGE FOURTEEN 

Now my foul revolt deplore ; 
Weep, believe, and sin no more." 

(Matt. 21 :19, 20 ;  Mark II :21.) 

As the fig tree began to wither 
the moment the curse went forth, 
so the gifts of a backslider begin 
to pare as if a worm were gnaw-
ing at them. His knowledge loses 
its relish like the Jew's manna; 
his judgment rusts like a sword 
which is not used; his zeal trem-
bles as though it were in a palsy ; 
his faith withereth as though it 
were blasted; and the image of 
death is upon all his religion. 
After this he thinks, like Samson, 
to pray as he did and speak as he 
did, but has no power (Judges 16: 
1-3; 20, 28), and wonders, like 
Zedekiah, how the Spirit is gone 
from him. (i Kings 22: II, 24, 

25.) 
Now when the good Spirit is 

gone, then cometh the spirit of 
blindness, and the spirit of fear. 
After this, by little and little, he 
first falls into error; then he comes 
into doubting; at last he plungeth 
into despair; after this, if he in-
quire, God will not suffer him to 
learn. If he hear, God will not 
suffer him to remember; if he 
pray, God seemeth unto him like 
Baal, who could not hear. At last 
he beholdeth his wretchedness and 
mourneih for his gifts as Rachel 
wept for her chilren "because 
they were not." 

GUILT AND CONSEQUENCES OF 
BACKSLIDING. 

These are foretold in Num. 14: 
43; 13 : 31-33—the whole of the 
fourteenth chapter of Numbers is 
a mournful account of turning 
away from God. Verses 1-4. 
Fear, anger and lamentation 
wrought a panic among the dis- 

obedient and self-willed people; in 
their terror and desperation they 
actually proposed to give up their 
liberty and return to the slavery of 
Egypt. (Exod. 16 : 3.) It is a 
dreadful thing when some men 
and women and even young people 
will leave their first love and, like 
the children of Israel, turn again 
to their idols, their old ways, and 
go back to the slavery of sin from 
which they were once delivered. 
Matt. 12 : 45. 

Those who would follow Christ 
must give themselves up wholly to 
Him. Christ at no time will accept 
part service, a part for Him and 
the other for the world. It must 
be a whole-hearted service or none 
at all. Christ Himself says, in 
Matt. 6 : 24, that we cannot serve 
two masters, God and Mammon. 
There must be no backward looks 
like those of Lot's wife, only a 
steadfast, unflinching eye to the 
work of the great Master. 

Prov. 28: 14 tells of the blessed-
ness of those who keep from back-
sliding. Remember that God ob-
serves and hates backsliding. 
(Psa. 78 : 56, 59; Jer. 3 : 6; Zech. 
I : 2.) 

MAN IS PRONE TO BACKSLIDE. 

Num., 4 : 16; 11 : 7. If backslid-
ing is not checked it is liable to 
continue and increase, just as a 
ball rolled down a hill increases its 
velocity as it descends. (Jer. 2: 
32; 8 : 5; 14 : 7; Zech. 7 : H.) The 
backsliding of the righteous is not 
hopeless. (Psa. 37 : 24; Prov. 24: 
16.) God has promised healing for 
the truly repentant backslider. 
(Num. 14 : 4.) 

Afflictions are sent to heal back-
sliding. (Num. 5 : 15; 10 : 1o, 12.) 
Backsliding is a hateful thing to 
the true child of God. (Psa. lox : 
3.) We have backsliding exempli-
fied in Israel (Exod. 32 : 8); Saul 
(I Sam. 15: II), Solomon 0 Kings 
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II :3, 4), and Peter (Matt. 26: 69--
74). 

After all that has been said on 
backsliding, let our prayer to God 
ever be that 'He will keep us in the 
narrow way, that we may not stray 
from Him Who alone is able to 
save us from this dreadful sin. 

A Century of Wonders 
(Continued from page 9.) 

teenth century there has been the 
most wonderful advancement of 
material progress in this world 
that has ever taken place in all his-
tory. What does this mean ? 

INCREASE IN ONE CENTURY. 

The prophet Daniel, more than 
twenty-four hundred years ago, 
pointed out that this' age would be 
in advance of all others. In Dan. 
12 : 4 we learn that in "the time of 
the end" knowledge would be in-
creased; an advancement was to 
be made. Note that the expres-
sion "the time of the end" is not 
the same as "the end of time." 
"The time of the end" embraces 
a space of time just prior to the 
end of time. This is the very age 
in which we are living to-day. A 
study of Dan. II : 33--35 makes 
plain that "the time of end" began 
in 1798, or at the close of the eigh-
teenth century. 

Now has there been an increase 
of knowledge since 1798 in advance 
of former times ? During the last 
century and a quarter there has 
been a more wonderful increase of 
knowledge than in all the combined 
history of mankind since the dawn 
of civilization. Almost everything 
that makes for speed in travel, in 
manufacture, in life of every kind, 
has been invented or brought to 
practical perfection within the last 
one hundred years. The world 
has moved further ahead in the 
lifetime of people now living than 
in all fhe previous existence of the 
race. 

The nineteenth century stands 
out in bold relief from all other 
centuries of history as the century 
of wonders. When it comes to 
rapid strides in human progress 
along the highway of scientific 
discovery and invention and to a 
general widening out of the hori-
zon of human knowledge, the nine-
teenth century surpasses all oth-
ers as an arc light does a candle, 
and leaves all others behind; as 
the lightning express does the 
stagecoach; or the high-powered 
motor-car the oxcart. • 

All this tells us that we have 
reached "the time of the end." 
Daniel's prophecy is now fulfilled, 
In "the" time of the end : many 
shall run to and fro, and know-
ledge shall be increased." 

• 

Competition Corner 
(Continued from page 13.) 

Harrison (Hull); Bernard Thompson 
(Stoke-on-Trent); Rosa Anthony (Not-
tingham); Melville de Mellow (India); 
Etta Mayes (East Dereham); Arthur Cook 
(Taunton); Doreen de Carteret (Bristol); 
Ella Scowen (Wimbledon); Eunice Chap-
man (Plymouth); Dorothy Mayes (East 
Dereham); Monica Harrison (Barnsley); 
Grace and Carol Marchant (Alfriston); 
John Watson (Clydebank); Marie Warner 
(Walworth); Marie Kelley (Walsall); 
Joseph Taylor (Liverpool); Adolf Grute 
(Torquay); George Kennedy (Glasgow); 
Clara Ellis (Leeds); Edith Woolston 
(Leeds); Jack Jones (Swansea); Mary 
Blakey (Derby); David Pearson (Glas-
gow); Marjorie Winnif red Davies (South-
end); John Barrah (Neyland); Ronald 
Brooks (Mountain Ash); Rose Burley 
(Portsmouth); Jeffrey Smith (Southamp-
ton); Beatrice Tettman (Leyton); Norman 
Benwell (Reading); Ronald Cuthbertson 
(Slateford); John Hodges (Southampton) ; 
Mildred Blithe (Pontypridd); and some-
one sent in the verse without a name. 

Beside these Robert Rhodie sent 
in the right verse but as he was ill 
in hospital "Auntie Jessie" wrote  

his letter for him. We hope he's 
quite well again by now. 

M. S. 

Sympathy 
LET me give you a rule in life 

for awakening your love and sym-
pathy : first put yourself in the 
other person's place, then try to 
help him. You are compelled to 
associate with some persons who 
always seem to do every little thing 
in such a way as to make them-
selves unendurable. Now just 
imagine yourself in their place. 
Make their sorrows your own, 
give full credit to their virtues, 
and then try to help them. It may 
be that they have some anguish of 
soul, or some hidden disappoint-
ment, which, did you but know, 
would melt your heart with pity 
for them. If their surroundings 
were yours, it may be that you too 
would be far less endurable than 
you are. —D. L. Moody. 

WE acknowledge with thanks the re- 
ceipt of 	from "Hope," £2. los. from 
"B.A.R." LI. los. from E.B., and to/-
from "E.K.," all the Lord's tithe, also 
£2 from Mrs. M. Hunt, D from L.T., 
and 10- from E.B. for our foreign mis-
sions. 
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A man slumbers 
him flames hiss 
of lurid smoke 
he is sound asleep 
The first step toward 
Cry, "Fire !" 
dows !, Do,  anything; 
know that the 
an hour between 
saved. 	And there 
here. 	The man 
we must not let 
hazards, that he 

• 
The storm is 

and tossed in 
watching every 
man lies asleep 
we must awake 

A man takes 
but knows nothing 
that he has drunk 
an antidote at once. 

A man has 
ous. 	The pain 
little faint, but 
resists the conviction 

He rejects the advice 
fixed. 	But if that 
there is some 'lope 

men is their unconsciousness 
them is to make 

shall perish; that His 
they cannot have peace 
under condemnation, 
in Him, they must 

testimony concerning 
testimony may he, 
reiterates His warnings 

His solemn word:—Selected. 
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in a burning building. 	Around 
coals crackle; above him clouds, 

rise on the midnight air.; but 
wrapped in pleasing dreams. 

saving him is to wake him up. 
open the door ! 	Break the win- 

only wake him up ! 	Let him 
are about him; that there is not 
and death; and then he may he 

he urgency and earnestness 
say, "A little more sleep;" but 

sleep; we must arouse him at all 
fly for his life. 

in its fury. 	The deep is moved 
commotion. 	Mariners are 

and way of escape; but one 
berth. 	If we would save him 
know his danger. 

by mistake. 	He feels unwell, 
his real peril. 	Convince him 

poison, and he flees to find 

The disease is insidi- 
he feels a little weak, and a 
a temporary infirmity. 	He 

that comes to his heart that this 

	

friends. 	He feels secure till it 
be convinced that he is on the 

he may turn and save his life. 

of their sinful condition. 
know this solemn fact, that 
shall judge them at the last 
nor life eternal in the world 

wrath, under the curse; and 
for ever. 

lost and perilous condition, 
the earnest and affectionate 

and admonitions, Jesus Christ 
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Topical Press 

may he a serious matter. 
is too late, and his fate is 
high road to death, then 

The great danger of 
Christ's first work in saving 
except they repent they 
day; that without Him 
to come; that they are 
that unless they believe 

So, by His solemn 
unwelcome though the 
urgency with which He 
saves those who heed 
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