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WISDOM, THE THOUGHT OF GOD MADE AUDIBLE - Proverbs 8:22-31 
 
Greetings brothers and sisters. Due to back and forth conversations on Proverbs 8, I would like to 
submit this paper for consideration by both sides at war on this matter. This is not about to start 
another controversy but to stir those involved to study the matter further and explore the 
evidence provided. 
 
All of us believe that wisdom in Proverbs 8 is a personification of Jesus: 
 

1Corinthians 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

 
I find this interesting because wisdom is something that is not tangible but inherent in someone. 
Christ is here said to be the wisdom of God just as the spirit is said to be the spirit of 
God. These are inherent attributes of a person. Here we have two things that we can speak of; the 
wisdom of God and then the spirit of God both belonging and having their origin IN God. 
Without God then it’s inevitable there wouldn’t be the wisdom of God or the Spirit of God. These 
then belonging to God, he decided to manifest them as he would. Wisdom manifested in a visible 
way and the spirit manifested in an invisible but experiential way. Hence Jesus is a distinct 
personality as well as the spirit is a distinct personality but both having their origin IN God. God 
did not only have the person of Jesus as a visible mirror image of himself but the personality of 
the spirit as an invisible attribute of himself working in the heart of men. 
 

Christ was the express image of His Father's person; and He came to our world to 
restore in man God's moral image, in order that man, although fallen, might through 
obedience to God's commandments become enstamped with the divine image and 
character--adorned with the beauty of divine loveliness (MS 24, 1891). 
 
We have only one perfect photograph of God, and this is Jesus Christ (MS 70, 
1899).  

 
The language above is the language of post-incarnation. Now for something to be an express 
image, photograph of something, we must have the original image its expressing and photo image 
of the original. Consider this also: 
 

As the disciples comprehended it, as their perception took hold of God's divine 
compassion, they realized that there is a sense in which the sufferings of the 
Son were the sufferings of the Father. From eternity there was a complete unity 
between the Father and the Son. They were two, yet little short of being identical; 
two in individuality, yet one in spirit, and heart, and character.  {YI, December 16, 1897 
par. 5} 

 
This is a quote that has buffled many and I am yet to see any Trinitarian folks explain the phrase 
“They were two, yet little short of being identical”. If really we are dealing here with two 
or three Gods who happened to be, how comes one was short of being equal with the other?! You 
can only understand this if you accept the real sonship of Jesus Christ. Just like a son is equal 
with the father in every aspect, but it can be said of the little differences they have. This is the best 
and truthful way to responding to such a quote. 
 



Sami LW Wisdom July 2019 

P a g e  2 | 17 

As I wrote earlier, God has two personalities originating from him, one existed IN him as wisdom 
and decided to express him visibly while the other personality, the holy spirit, he decided to give 
or shed forth invisibly as a distinct mysterious person without humanoid form: 
 

Luke 24:39: Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

 
I won’t dwell on the matter of the holy spirit for now but I would like to concentrate to the 
wisdom IN God expressed. I will stick to inspiration because this is the only way to prove facts 
Isaiah 8:20. So 
 

Who is Christ?--He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the Father as a 
word that expresses the thought,--as a thought made audible. Christ is the 
word of God. Christ said to Philip, "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." His 
words were the echo of God's words. Christ was the likeness of God, the brightness of His 
glory, the express image of His person.  {SD 21.2} 

 
Simply Christ was the word and wisdom inherent in God and he chose to express it loudly. Christ 
is the word of God made audible. Just like a potter can have a though of making some instrument 
and turns the ideas into an object so God had a though in himself and brought it forth. 
 
Pro_8:22. Jehovah possessed me. The signification of this verb has been the subject of much 
discussion; the bible and even ancient expositors, agree Wisdom here to be the eternal Son of 
God, you will find the Septuagint renders it created, and this may have been the argument of 
Arius against the eternal co-existence of the Son. The word possessed { H7069, ָקָנהqânâh kaw-
naw' A primitive root; to erect, that is, create; by extension to procure] occurs about eighty four 
times in the Old Testament, and in only four places beside the present is it translated ‘possess;’ 
viz., Gen_14:19-22; Psa_139:13; Jer_32:15; Zec_11:5; in the last two it may well have the sense of 
getting, and in the former of creating.” 
 
Pro_8:30. As one brought up, “as director of His work,” or, “as a builder at His side.”. There has 
been great discussion among expositors as to who, or what, is to be understood by this 
personification. The problem that Christ had always with those who had a problem with what he 
taught and how he handled the word was “Luke 10:26: how readest thou?” 
 

The language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, unless a 
symbol or figure is employed. Christ has given the promise: "If any man will do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine." John 7:17. If men would but take the Bible as it reads, if 
there were no false teachers to mislead and confuse their minds, a work would be 
accomplished that would make angels glad and that would bring into the fold of Christ 
thousands upon thousands who are now wandering in error.  {GC 598.3}   

 
Many modern expositors consider that Proverbs 8 refers exclusively to the Divine Word, wisdom, 
the Eternal Son of God. If wisdom then be the word inherent in God and expressed as evidence 
shows then what would it be when made audible if it’s not Divine in nature? This is illustrated 
well in John 6:63 when Christ says “the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit”. 
When the spirit of God overshadowed Mary, she gave birth to a “holy thing”. This was 
incarnation into a human family so Mary can be excused not to giving birth to a human not God. 
But when God made his though audible, a divine express being of himself was brought forth. The 
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scripture declares God brought him forth so it’s not in earthly context we are speaking here but in 
the heaven. As the Divine King in Psalms 2. opposes to His adversaries the self-
testimony: ‘I will speak concerning a decree! Jehovah said unto me, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten Thee;’ so Wisdom here unfolds her Divine patent of 
nobility; she originates with God before all creatures, and is the object of God’s 
love and joy, as she also has the object of her love and joy on God’s earth, and 
especially among the sons of men.  
 
Wisdom is not “The God”, but is God’s; she has personal existence as the Logos, she is the world 
idea, which, once projected, is objective to God, not as a dead form, but as a living spiritual image; 
she is the archetype of the world, which originating from God, stands before God, the world of the 
idea which forms the medium between the God and the world of actual existence, the 
communicated spiritual power in the origination and the completion of the world as God 
designed it to be. Here referred to in feminine in anticipation of the work she would accomplish 
in begetting children to herself through redemption plan. This theme John illustrates well in John 
1:1-4.  
 
Since to her the wise man attributes an existence preceding the creation of the world, he thereby 
declares her to be eternal, for to be before the world is to be before time for the world has time 
attached to it yet wisdom is placed before the world. For if he places her at the head of the 
creatures, as the first of them, so therewith he does not seek to make her a creature of this world 
having its commencement in time; he connects her origination with the origination of the 
creature only on this account, because that à priori refers and tends to the latter; the power which 
was before heaven and earth were, and which operated at the creation of the earth and of the 
heavens, cannot certainly fall under the category of the creatures around and above us. If we did 
not behold Him who is essential wisdom, the co-equal Son of God, and recognise here a 
representation of His attributes and prerogative, we make the wisdom imperfect and lacking the 
qualities of he who brought him forth which in turn will make wisdom himself a lesser God which 
is heresy. If the Spirit which proceeds from God and wisdom is “IN THE FULLNESS OF THE 
GODHEAD”, how can wisdom himself be less of the GODHOOD when what proceeds from him 
is the fullness of what he don’t have! The arguments in favour of this view are thus summed up 
thus: “Wisdom is here personal Wisdom of God—the Son of God. For many personal predicates 
are attributed to Him: thus, subsistence by or with God, in Pro_8:30; just as Joh_1:1 saith hence 
 

The Jews had never before heard such words from human lips, and a convicting 
influence attended them; for it seemed that divinity flashed through humanity as Jesus 
said, "I and my Father are one." The words of Christ were full of deep meaning as he put 
forth the claim that he and the Father were of one substance, possessing the 
same attributes.--The Signs of the Times, Nov. 27, 1893, p. 54. 

 
‘The Word was with God,’ which cannot be said of a mere attribute. Moreover, the language 
imposed here is of birth, Pro_8:22. In Pro_8:22 God is said to have possessed or acquired 
wisdom, not by creation (Psa_104:24), nor by adoption, as Deu_32:6; Psa_74:2, but by begetting 
John 3:16. The same verb is used by Eve of her firstborn (Gen_4:1). Moreover, other attributes 
are assigned to Wisdom, not as an attribute but a person—‘counsel,’ ‘strength,’ etc. Also, she has 
the feelings of a person (Pro_8:17): ‘I love them that love me.’ She does the acts of a person. She 
enables kings to rule, and invests them with authority (Pro_8:15-16). She takes part in creation, 
as one brought up, or nursed, in the bosom of the Father, as the only-begotten of His love 
(Joh_1:18). She cries aloud as a person (Pro_8:1-4), and her ‘lips’ and ‘mouth’ are mentioned 
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(Pro_8:6-7). She is the delight of the Father, and she in turn delights in men (Pro_8:30-31), 
answering to the rapturous delight into which the Father breaks forth concerning Messiah 
(Isa_43:1; Mat_3:17; Mat_17:5; Eph_1:6). She builds a house, prepares a feast, and sends forth 
her maidens to invite the guests (ch. Pro_9:1-3). All which admirably applies to Messiah, who 
builds the Church, as His house, upon Himself the rock (Mat_16:8, etc.), and invites all to the 
Gospel feast (Luk_14:16, etc.). Now as he is the wisdom, a thought made audible, He is Wisdom 
itself absolute, and as the Archetype, from Him wisdom imparted flows to others. As such, He 
invites us to learn wisdom from Him who is its source, ‘counsel’ and ‘sound wisdom’ (Pro_8:14), 
are in Him as attributes are in their subject, and as effects are in their cause. The parallel (ch. 
Pro_1:20; Pro_1:23), ‘I will pour out my spirit unto you’ (see Joh_7:38), confirms the personal 
view. The same truth is confirmed by the reproof (ch. Pro_1:24), ‘Because I have called,’ etc., 
compared with Christ’s own words (Mat_11:28, etc.) So Christ is called the Wisdom of God 
(Col_2:3). As Wisdom here saith ‘I was set up,’ or ‘anointed from everlasting,’ so the Father saith 
of Messiah, ‘I have set’ or ‘anointed my king’ etc. (Psa_2:6). As in Pro_8:24, Wisdom is said to be 
“brought forth” or begotten by God before the world, and to have been by Him in creating all 
things (Pro_8:27-30), so Messiah is called the ‘Son of God,’ and is said to have been with God in 
the beginning, and to have made all things (Joh_1:1-3) and to have been begotten before every 
creature (Col_1:15-17); and His goings forth are said, in Mic_5:2, to have been from of old, from 
everlasting.”  
 
Since the language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, unless a 
symbol or figure is employed, it would be eisegesis to try to find a contrary meaning in 
straightforth language of Proverbs which is different from the theme of the chapter. The theme of 
the chapter is the literal bringing forth of the things mentioned and before the bringing forth of 
these things, wisdom was brought forth first not as a creature or creation but begotten. 
 
The antiquity of the Personal Wisdom of God 
 
Wisdom in the abstract must have existed before the creation of the world, because the world 
bears marks of wisdom. There must have been in Solomon the wisdom to design the temple 
before it took the form of beauty which made it so famous. There is skill hidden in the artist’s 
mind before it is manifested upon his canvas—the very existence of the picture 
proves the pre-existent skill. Wisdom in God brought forth proves the per-existence of the 
wisdom. The world is a temple of large proportions, the beauty of which man can but copy afar 
off, and its existence proves the pre-existence of wisdom resident in a pre-existent 
person. As the world bears evident marks of great antiquity it proclaims an All-wise Cause which 
must necessarily be older still. There is no person known to the human race who claimed to have 
an existence before the world except Jesus Christ. He claimed—and it is claimed for Him by those 
who bore witness to Him—to have been before the world was, and to have been conscious of His 
divinity before the foundation of the world. He claims to have been possessor of “a glory with the 
Father before the world was” (Joh_17:5), a glory which included intellectual and moral wisdom. 
And the claim of His apostle concerning the pre-existence of the “Word of God” is most 
unmistakable (Joh_1:3). The existence of other and inferior “sons of God” before the creation of 
this world is implied in Scripture (Job_38:7), but the scripture has not much concerning them. 
We feel that we could not apply to them, or to any creature, the words of the text, “The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of His way,” etc. But, in the light of the attributes given to this 
wisdom, if we give them a personal application, we must apply them to the Son of God, the 
Eternal Word, and to Him alone. The words point to an existence distinct from God. “I was by 
Him,” and “I was with Him.” And yet the intimate relationship and fellowship described does not 



Sami LW Wisdom July 2019 

P a g e  5 | 17 

express inferiority, but finds its fulfilment only in Him who not only “was in the beginning with 
God,” but who “was God for the word of God is divine and it was expressed in the fullness of that 
who was expressing it. 
 
The Personal Wisdom of God the delight of the Eternal Father. 
“I was daily His delight” (Pro_8:30). (1) Likeness in character is a foundation of delight. A man 
who is godly delights to see his own godly character reflected in his son. The recognition of moral 
likeness in the uncreated Son gave delight to the Eternal Father. Nothing gives God so much joy 
as goodness. Hence His joy in His only-begotten Son. (2) Equality of nature is a source of delight 
to the good and true. Fellowship with an equal gives joy. Christ, when on earth, ever claimed this 
equality with the Father. He claimed an eternity of being. “Before Abraham was, I am” 
(Exo_3:14; Joh_8:58). Omniscience is claimed for Him, and He gave evidence that He possessed 
it. “He knew what was in man” (Joh_2:25). “And Jesus knowing their thoughts,” etc. (Mat_9:4). 
Divine energy. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work” (Joh_5:17). Independent existence. “As 
the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself” (Joh_5:26). 
Holiness. “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (Joh_8:46). Almighty power. “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth” (Mat_28:18). In the eternal ages, before the creation of the 
world, the Father looked upon this “brightness of His glory and express image of His person” 
(Heb_1:3), and this Divine Equal gave joy to the uncreated God (Isa_42:1). 
 
That the Son is essentially and eternally related to the Father, in some real sense, as Father and 
Son; but that while distinct in person (for ‘the Word was with God’), He is posterior to Him in 
time (he was brought forth little short of being identical with the Father), he is not an inferior to 
Him in nature (for ‘the Word was God’), this would seem to come as near to the full testimony of 
Scripture on this mysterious subject as can be reached by our finite understanding, without 
darkening counsel with words without knowledge. 
 
Pro_8:22. “The beginning of His way” evidently means the commencement of creation, when 
Jehovah set out in His course of creative and consequently of providential manifestation of His 
eternal perfections. When this was we cannot tell. We may know the age of our own world, at least 
according to its present constitution. But when the universe was brought into being, and whether 
by one omnipotent fiat, or at successive and widely varying periods, it is beyond our power to 
ascertain. One thing we know for a certainly revealed fact, that there were angelic creatures in 
existence previous to the reduction of our globe to order and to the creation of man upon it. These 
holy intelligences contemplated the six days work of Divine wisdom and power in this part of the 
universe with benevolent transport. “The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” How many other creatures, and of what descriptions—how many other worlds, 
and how peopled, might have existed before man and his earthly residence we are unable to 
affirm. When men, indeed, begin to talk of it, it’s absurd to suppose the universe so recent as to 
have been only coeval with our own globe, or our own system, they forget themselves. They do not 
speak considerately nor philosophically. There is no lapse of ages or any point of measurement in 
eternity.… Beginning is as inconsistent with the idea of eternity as termination is. Go as far back 
as imagination, or as numbers heaped on numbers, can carry you, there still remains the previous 
eternity, during which our speculative and presumptuous minds may wonder that Divine power 
had not been put forth. 
 
The pre-incarnate Son of Christ 
This is affirmed of wisdom, and wisdom in the Proverbs is always an abstraction, an attribute of 
God, or a grace conferred upon man. Thus we have the true illustration of the thought of God 
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made audible before any creation was done for the wisdom is the one that executed the will of 
God and without him was made that is made. The New Testament cannot be out of our minds 
when we read the Old. It was not long before Jews learnt to personify wisdom, and when Christ 
appeared he realized in his own Person what had previously been ascribed to him. Christ is "the 
Truth" (Joh_14:6) and "the Wisdom of God" (1Co_1:24). His pre-existence is affirmed by himself 
(Joh_8:58) and repeatedly asserted by his apostles (e.g. Col_1:16). We may, then, think of Christ 
embodying this wisdom of God in the awful ages of the past, and see how truly what is here 
written of wisdom applies to him in whom the father so good for his fullness to dwell. 
 
Strictly, God’s attributes are part of Himself and there is no hint in this passage that wisdom is 
not part of God. We read too 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct 
person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the 
commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was 
received by Him as His right. This was no robbery of God. "The Lord possessed me in 
the beginning of his way," He declares, "before his works of old. I was set up 
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains 
abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills 
was I brought forth: while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, 
nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth" (Proverbs 
8:22-27).  {1SM 247.4}   
 
There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with the Father before the 
foundation of the world was laid. This is the light shining in a dark place, making it 
resplendent with divine, original glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains 
other mysterious and otherwise unexplainable truths, while it is enshrined in light, 
unapproachable and incomprehensible.  {1SM 248.1}   
 
God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ has been given an exalted 
position. He has been made equal with the Father. All the counsels of God are opened to 
His Son.  {8T 268.3}   

 
His sonship is not something to be relegated to incarnation, he was brought forth as a son, he was 
from everlasting possessed as wisdom and brought forth as a son. In order of time God’s 
attributes are coincident and eternal as Himself. Attributes are inherent before they are 
expressed. The time they are expressed is their beginning yet that’s not the totality beginning of 
their beginning. Wisdom is eternal as God in thought but not in expression, hence the substance 
of the of wisdom, its qualities are as eternal as the originator yet younger than the originator from 
when they were expressed. 
 
Possessed - The word has acquired a special prominence in connection with the Arian 
controversy. The meaning which it usually bears is that of “getting” Gen_4:1, “buying” 
Gen_47:22, “possessing” Jer_32:15. In this sense one of the oldest divine names was that of 
“Possessor of heaven and earth” Gen_14:19, Gen_14:22. But the idea of thus “getting” or 
“possessing” involved, as a divine act in relation to the universe, the idea of creation, and thus in 
one or two passages the word might be rendered, though not accurately, by “created” (e. g., 
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Psa_139:13). It would seem accordingly as if the Greek translators of the Old Testament oscillated 
between the two meanings; and in this passage we find the various renderings ε ̓́κτισε ektise 
“created” (Septuagint), and ε ̓κτήσατο ektēsato “possessed” (Aquila). There does not seem indeed 
any ground for the thought of creation either in the meaning of the root, or in the general usage of 
the word. What is meant in this passage is that we cannot think of God as ever having been 
without Wisdom. She is “as the beginning of His ways.” So far as the words bear upon Christian 
dogma, they accord with the words of Joh_1:1, “the Word was with God.” The next words indeed 
assert priority to all the works of God. We shall touch on John later.  
 
The Lord possessed us in the beginning of His way. Here is the noble idea which overturns at a 
touch all mythological speculations about the origin of things including the origin and 
manifestation of wisdom as a person. The context and theme of the chapter warranties us not to 
disconnect the flow. Wisdom as the things mentioned along with him in this chapter had their 
origins. You can not say to wisdom it’s a metaphor and to the other things mentioned alongside is 
real and literal. The father shows intelligent in all and in precise language tells us the origin of 
wisdom as opposed to the origin of other things mentioned. Wisdom is not a creature, for wisdom 
cannot created but only can be imparted or brought forth or expressed. Wisdom is not acquired 
by the Divine Being; man, and even angels, learn it by slow and progressive degrees; but in God it 
is as eternally inherent as any other essential attribute of his nature. The Targum makes this 
wisdom a creature, by thus translating the passage: אלהא בראני בריש בריתיה Elaha barani bereish 
biriteiah, “God created me in the beginning of his creatures.” The Syriac is the same. This is as 
absurd and heretical as some modern glosses on the same passage. Wisdom is begotten: 
 

"Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." A complete offering has been made; 
[[LANGUAGE POST CROSS]. For [THIS IMPLIES HOW THIS WAS MADE POSSIBLE] 
"God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son," [NOT TO BE BEGOTTEN]-- 
not a son by creation, as were the angels, nor a son by adoption, as is the forgiven sinner, 
but a Son [AS WE WILL TAKEN THE OTHER ORIGINS OF THE MENTIONED TO BE 
REAL AND LITERAL SO HERE CHRIST IS OPPOSED TO CREATURE AND CREATION 
BUT EXPLAINED HOW HE CAME TO BE] begotten  in the express image of the Father's 
person, and in all the brightness of his majesty and glory, one equal with God in 
authority, dignity, and divine perfection. In him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.  {ST, May 30, 1895 par. 3}   

 
Hence it can be said: 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, is truly God in infinity, but 
not in personality. He has wrought out the righteousness that enables human beings to 
overcome every assault of Satan. He will impute His righteousness to the believing saint 
who walks as He walked when on earth.  {UL 367.4}   

 
I was born 
 
John 18:37: Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest 
that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.  
 
A diligent reading of the verse is clear first of all a birth took place and then afterward the coming. 
You can’t miss this in this verse. These are two different events and one enabled the other to take 
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place. Why was wisdom born? To be a King and now because Satan has challenged his kingdom 
he came to reclaim it. Wisdom says I was set up from everlasting - נסכתי nissachti, “I was 
diffused or poured out,” from נסך nasach, “to diffuse, pour abroad, as a spirit or disposition,” 
Isa_29:10. Or from סך sach, “to cover, overspread, smear over, as with oil;” to be anointed king. 
Hence some have translated it, principatum habui, I had the principality, or was a ruler, 
governor, and director, from eternity. When he was brought forth he was setup, anointed for his 
work. The decree is Psalms 2 proves this. 
 

The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in their presence 
He might set forth the true position of His Son and show the relation He sustained to all 
created beings. The Son of God shared the Father's throne, and the glory of the 
eternal, self-existent One encircled both. About the throne gathered the holy angels, a 
vast, unnumbered throng--"ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands" (Revelation 5:11.), the most exalted angels, as ministers and subjects, 
rejoicing in the light that fell upon them from the presence of the Deity. Before the 
assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none but Christ, the Only 
Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, and to Him it was committed to 
execute the mighty counsels of His will. The Son of God had wrought the Father's will in 
the creation of all the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage and 
allegiance were due. Christ was still to exercise divine power, in the creation of 
the earth and its inhabitants. But in all this He would not seek power or 
exaltation for Himself contrary to God's plan, but would exalt the Father's 
glory and execute His purposes of beneficence and love.  {PP 36.2}   

 
The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an 
associate--a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share 
His joy in giving happiness to created beings. "In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God." John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one 
with the eternal Father--one in nature, in character, in purpose--the only being that 
could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. "His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 
Isaiah 9:6. His "goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2. And the 
Son of God declares concerning Himself: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His 
way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting. . . . When He appointed the 
foundations of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was 
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." Proverbs 8:22-30.  {PP 34.1} 
 
By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was 
the Word of God,--God's thought made audible.  {DA 19.2}   

 
Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and Lucifer, that glorious angel, got 
up a warfare over the matter, until he had to be thrust down to the earth. He 
knows what I am saying today. He knows whenever there is a company assembled 
together as you are here. He knows when we are making efforts in every way possible to 
reach out to win the minds of the people. He has his agencies appointed so that after this 
meeting will be over, circumstances will arise and the enemy will try to gain the victory. 
{Ms86-1910} 
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You can’t say his begotten is of earth because this says that Lucifer got an issue with it. Lucifer is 
Satan before his fall and so this is speaking about heaven not earth. What was the issue? Christ 
was begotten and this made Lucifer be thrust out. What will those who relegate the word begotten 
to earth? Be thrust from existence lest God be charged of unfairness against Satan. 
 

In the night season I am speaking to you in your gatherings. I have been shown that you 
must draw together, just as you would clasp your fingers in prayer. Read the prayer that 
Christ offered for His people just before His trial and crucifixion. Christ in His human 
nature suffered disappointment and trials. When I read in the Bible of how many 
refused to believe that Christ was the Son of God, sadness fills my heart. We 
read that even His own brethren refused to believe in Him. {Lt398-1906} 

 
My kingdom is not of this world 
 
Many argue that we should not use “to this end was I born” to refer to the heavenly birth but in 
all of Christ’s teachings about His kingdom are focused on another world not this one. John 
18:33: Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? 34: Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others 
tell it thee of me? 35: Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36: Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
 

John 6:15: When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take 
him by FORCE, TO MAKE HIM A KING, he departed again into a mountain 
himself alone. 

 
Matthew 27:11: And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 12: And when he was accused 
of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 13: Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest 
thou not how many things they witness against thee? 14: And he answered him to never a 
word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 
 
Luke 23:1: And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 2: And they began to 
accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 3: And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the 
King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it. 4: Then said Pilate to the chief 
priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. 
 

John 18:37: Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice. 

 
Putting scriptures together, Christ focus was not for this Kingdom, we would see in a short while 
whose kingdom it was. So if he was born to be a King then its not for this earthly kingdom but a 
heavenly kingdom hence his birth or begotteness is heavenly not earthly. 
 
Let us Create Man in our own Image 
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Man Created in the express image of God, to be what Christ was born for, be a King and declare 
the truth 
 
Genesis 1:26: And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27: So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28: And God 
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
 

The Lord did not make man to be redeemed, but to bear His image. But through sin 
man lost the image of God. It is only by man's redemption that God can accomplish His 
design for him in making him a son of God.  {3SM 134.4} 

 
Adam was crowned as king in Eden. To him was given dominion over every living 
thing that God had created. The Lord blessed Adam and Eve with intelligence such as he 
had not given to the animal creation. He made Adam the rightful sovereign over all the 
works of his hands. Man made in the divine image could contemplate and appreciate the 
glorious works of God in nature.  {RH, February 24, 1874 par. 6}   

 
So Christ to this end was born to be a King of heaven man to this end he was created to be the 
King of this world or planet. Hence God says let us create man in our image. They were Kings and 
their image was to be a King.  One King was originally existing as a thought as wisdom as word 
and later expressed in the image of the possessor and the other created in the image of them both. 
All the schemes, plans, and circumstances, relative to creation, government, providence, and to 
all being, material, animal, and intellectual, were conceived in the Divine mind, by the Divine 
wisdom, from eternity, or ever the earth was. There was no fortuitous creation, no jumbling 
concourse of original atoms, that entered into the composition of created beings; all was the effect 
of the plans before conceived, laid down, and at last acted upon by God’s eternal wisdom. 
 
Of wisdom then the writer says “Then I was with him, as one brought up” - אמון amon, a 
nursling, a darling child. Wisdom represents itself as a new-born child which is ever near its 
parent, and takes pleasure to see him act, and to sport in his presence.  Who can deny such a 
language unless they through off the prophetess? 
 

The offering of Isaac was designed by God to prefigure the sacrifice of His Son. Isaac 
was a figure of the Son of God, who was offered a sacrifice for the sins of the world. God 
desired to impress upon Abraham the gospel of salvation to men; and in order to make 
the truth a reality, and to test his faith, He required Abraham to slay his darling Isaac. 
All the agony that Abraham endured during that dark and fearful trial was 
for the purpose of deeply impressing upon his understanding the plan of 
redemption for fallen man (YI, March 1, 1900).  {1BC 1094.5} 
 
Isaac was a figure of the Son of God, who was offered a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. God would impress upon Abraham the gospel of salvation to man. In order to do 
this, and make the truth a reality to him as well as to test his faith, He required him to 
slay his darling Isaac. All the sorrow and agony that Abraham endured through that 
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dark and fearful trial were for the purpose of deeply impressing upon his understanding 
the plan of redemption for fallen man. He was made to understand in his own 
experience how unutterable was the self-denial of the infinite God in giving 
His own Son to die to rescue man from utter ruin. To Abraham no mental torture could 
be equal to that which he endured in obeying the divine command to sacrifice his son.  
{3T 369.1} 
 
Said the angel, "Think ye that the Father yielded up His dearly beloved Son 
without a struggle? No, no." It was even a struggle with the God of heaven, whether 
to let guilty man perish, or to give [Proverbs 8:30- אמון amon, a nursling, a darling 
child] His darling Son to die for them. Angels were so interested for man's salvation 
that there could be found among them those who would yield their glory and give their 
life for perishing man. "But," said my accompanying angel, "that would avail nothing." 
The transgression was so great that an angel's life would not pay the debt. Nothing but 
the death and intercession of God's Son would pay the debt and save lost man from 
hopeless sorrow and misery.  {EW 127.1}   
 
The dedication of the first-born had its origin in the earliest times. God had promised to 
give the First-born of heaven to save the sinner. This gift was to be acknowledged in 
every household by the consecration of the first-born son. He was to be devoted to the 
priesthood, as a representative of Christ among men.  {DA 51.1}   

 
Jesus was the first-born of heaven and he affirms in John 18:37 he was born. Whoever has a 
controversy with this he has a controversy with Bible and SoP. Here still the wise man calls Christ 
a Son in heaven before even earth was created: 
 
Proverbs 30:4 

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended?  who hath gathered the wind in his 
fists?  who hath bound the waters in a garment?  who hath established all the ends of the 
earth?  what is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell? 

 
What is his name? - Show me the nature of this Supreme Being. Point out his eternity, 
omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence; comprehend and describe him, if thou canst. What is 
his son’s name - What is his name? and what is the name of his father? him who begat him 
before he lay the foundations and measured these things in place!  No wonder we have the 
following for this revelation is deep: 

 
Exodus 6:3: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of 
God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 
 
Exodus 23:21: Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not 
pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. 
 
Hebrews 1:4: Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than they. 
 
Jehovah is the name given to Christ. "Behold, God is my salvation," writes the 
prophet Isaiah; "I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength 
and my song; He also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water 
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out of the wells of salvation. And in that day ye shall say, Praise the Lord, call upon His 
name, declare His doings among the people, make mention that His name is exalted." "In 
that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation 
which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord 
JEHOVAH is everlasting strength."  {ST, May 3, 1899 par. 18} 
 

Many including me are of opinion that Agur refers here to the Father and his son. The doctrine 
of the Father and the Son before incarnation  is true, sublimely true; but many doctrines have 
suffered in controversy, by improper texts being urged in their favor. Every lover of God and 
truth should be very choice in his selections, when he comes forward in behalf of the more 
mysterious doctrines of the Bible. Quote nothing that is not clear: advance nothing that does not 
tell. Wisdom says in Exodus 6:3, I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
by the name of God Almighty. See Gen_17:1 for the revelation of this name to Abraham, and 
Gen_35:11 for its repetition to Jacob. We do not find the full name used by God in any 
appearance to Isaac; but Isaac himself uses it in Gen_28:3. By my name Jehovah was I not 
known unto them. After sin, its wisdom who appeared to the patriarchs after sin and his 
sonship proves his godhood even by the names he appeared to them. God himself, according to 
Gen_15:7, revealed himself to Abraham as Jehovah before declaring his name to be El-Shaddai 
(God Almighty); and again revealed himself to Jacob as Jehovah-Elohim (Gen_38:13). Abraham 
named the place where he had been about to sacrifice Isaac, "Jehovah-jireh" (Gen_22:14). That 
Moses regarded the name as known even earlier, appears from Gen_4:1. It was probably as old as 
language. I was known to them as a Being of might and power, not as mere absolute (and so 
eternal and immutable) existence. To them sometimes they had a manifestation of God through 
angels and men could think that he was a mere angel yet in recognizing who he was in their 
conversations, they fell prostrate and worshiped him. The son is God and that’s why he bears the 
names of God.  

 

The word “name” should be taken in full biblical significance, as denoting what is revealed by the 
name—the attributes of Him to when the name belongs in so far as those attributes are 
symbolised by the name; in fact ‘the internal essence, as far as it is outwardly revealed and known 
as operative”. To this import of the meaning of a name, we see Christ is the express image of the 
owner of that name. In other words, we must pass from the sign to the thing signified. Apply this 
to the matter in hand, and we at once catch the idea that the meaning must be, Wisdom is God in 
every attribute because the name he has signifies who he bears his image.  

 
Proverbs 8 and the Johannine Prologue excerpts from Brendan Valiant Paul on 
Proverbs 8 
 
“Many people point to Proverbs 8 as being merely a continuation of the personification of 
Wisdom which is presented through the earlier chapters of Proverbs. However, moving into 
chapter 8, the poem moves from mere personification to an hypostasis (describing an actual 
divine person). In Proverbs 8, Wisdom has the following prerogatives of Yahweh: 
 
-source of revelation (v. 6-10, 19, 32, 34) 
-source of legitimate government (v. 15-16 
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-the One to be sought after, and found (v. 17) 
-the One who loves and is to be loved (v. 17) 
-the giver of wealth (v. 18-21) 
-the giver of security (v. 33) 
-the giver of life and death (v. 35-36) 
 
Richard Davidson points out that in Proverbs 8, Wisdom addresses itself in a way that is typical 
of divine beings in that culture. "In Proverbs 8, specifically v. 12, Wisdom uses the common 
rhetorical self-asseverating form of 'divine self-praise' ('I am Wisdom') regularly reserved 
elsewhere in Scripture and in the ancient Near East for deity: 'I am Yahweh your God'... Biblical 
parallels to this 'divine self-praise' with the same grammatical structure can be found in Ezekiel 
12:25; 35:12; Zechariah 10:6; Mal 3:6." 
 
So let us look at the passage from verses 22-31. In the Greek Old Testament there is a verse 
inserted between 21 and 22 which says, "If I declare to you the things that daily happen, I will 
remember also to recount the things of old." Here are verses 22 and 23: 
 
The LORD possessed me 
___at the beginning of his work, 
______the first of his acts of old. 
Ages ago I was set up, 
___at the first, 
______before the beginning of the earth. 
 
In this parallel we have the subject as "Yahweh", the object as Wisdom ("me/I") the verbs 
"possessed" (qanah) and "set" (nasak), and the setting of "beginning" (re'shiyth) and "first" 
(olam). 
 
qanah is a word that variously means "acquired", "bought" or "created". In its first instance, it 
means to acquire an offspring, when Eve gave birth to Cain (Genesis 4:1). We can take this 
word to be a coming into possession of something, without specific respect to how that occurred 
(i.e. context determines the mode). nasak is a word used for pouring out, weaving and 
establishing through anointing. 
 
The setting tells us that this happened at the beginning, in olam. As I have pointed out, this 
speaks of a 'hidden' unreckonable time period. The context says that this was before the creation 
of the earth. The passage goes on to be more direct about how Wisdom came to be. 
 
When there were no depths 
___I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. 
 
Before the mountains had been shaped, 
___before the hills, 
______I was brought forth, 
___before he had made the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. 
 
Twice the writer uses the term "brought forth" which is chul in Hebrew. This word has various 
meanings, such as twist, dance, whirl, be in pain or be born. Whenever it is in the Pulal, it has 



Sami LW Wisdom July 2019 

P a g e  14 | 17 

the last meaning of being born. Apart from the two times in this passage, it is in the Pulal in 
these verses: 
 
"Are you the first man who was born? Or were you brought forth before the hills?" (Job 15:7) 
 
"Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." (Psalm 51:5) 
 
Both of these instances clearly refer to generation of offspring. The passage goes on: 
 
When he established the heavens, 
___I was there; 
______when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
_________when he made firm the skies above, 
______when he established the fountains of the deep, 
_________when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
______so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
_________when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
___then I was beside him, like a master workman 
 
Here Wisdom is "there" "beside" Yahweh as a master workman in the acts of creation. 
 
and I was daily his delight, 
___rejoicing before him always, 
___rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man. 
 
And now we have Wisdom as a mediator between God and man. I believe that this whole 
passage of Proverbs 8 is quoted and alluded to in John's prologue. Richard Davidson writes, 
"Various NT descriptions of Jesus Christ as Wisdom allude to Proverbs 8:22-31. These include 
especially John 1:1-3 (which combines Gen 1:1 with Proverbs 8:22-23); 1 Corinthians 1:24, 30; 
and Hebrews 1:1-4. The NT writers evidently regarded the 'wisdom' of Proverbs 8 as more than 
personification; it is hypostasization that finds fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ." 
 
John 1:1-18 is a chiasm where John 1:1-5 corresponds with John 1:16-18. The following parallels 
between John and Proverbs 8 can be found: 
 
................................Proverbs 8 - John 1 
.............................Wisdom (12) - Word (1) 
..............Beside Yahweh (27-30) - With God (1-2) 
................the beginning (22-23) - the beginning (1-2) 
............Expressed as Divine (12) - Qualitatively Divine (1) 
.........................Co-creator (30) - Co-creator (3) 
 
Born/Brought forth (twice 24-25) - only begotten (twice 14, 18) 
.......................Mediator (30-31) - Mediator (18) 
......Source of Instruction (33-34) - Source of truth (17) 
.....................Source of Life (35) - In Him is Life (4) 
 
John very clearly accepts Proverbs 8 as applying to Christ and builds his whole prologue upon 
the passage. The double use of chul paralleled with the double use of monogenēs is particularly 
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striking and firmly establishes the meaning of generation as part of the Johannine intention of 
monogenēs, whilst his use of Proverbs 8 establishes a clearly pre-existent setting for his 
understanding of monogenēs.” 
 
End of Excerpts from Brenda Valiant Paul 
 
Evidently Proverbs 8:22-27 finds correspondence in Joh_1:1-3, Rom_9:5; Php_2:6; Col_1:15-
17; Heb_1:8). If Christ made all things, He existed before all things. The words spoken in regard 
to this are so decisive that no one need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the 
highest sense. He was with God from all eternity. God over all, blessed forevermore.   
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct 
person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He 
was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels 
was received by Him as His right. This was no robbery of God [Pro_8:22-27 quoted]. 
There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was One with the Father before the 
foundation of the world was laid. This is the light shining in a dark place, making 
it resplendent with divine, original glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in 
itself, explains other mysterious and otherwise unexplainable truths, while it 
is enshrined in light unapproachable and incomprehensible (RH April 5, 1906). 

 
Conclusion 
The true sonship of Wisdom is pre-incarnation. He is not just another God in a three one God. 
This is proper tritheism and trinitaruansim which actually destroys atonement and makes the 
Bible another fictitious piece where the Father lies he gave a Son and a Second God in the trinity 
died yet we know God in truest sense cannot die. 
 

In His incarnation He gained in a new sense the title of the Son of God. {1SM 
226.2}   

 
You can’t get something in a new sense if you didn’t have. And his sonshinp is not based on 
redemption plan because: 
 

The Lord did not make man to be redeemed, but to bear His image. {3SM 134.4}   
 
Wisdom as a Son was brought forth and John says born to be a King as Adam was Created to be a 
King too. Sin changed their original existence but didn’t negate who they were essentially and 
why they were begotten or created. The reason why we prove that wisdom was a Son is his ability 
to lost if he sinned. God cannot be lost. 
 

Though Christ humbled Himself to become man, THE GODHEAD WAS STILL HIS 
OWN. His Deity could not be lost while He stood faithful and true to His 
loyalty [THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE]. Surrounded with sorrow, suffering, and moral 
pollution, despised and rejected by the people to whom had been intrusted the oracles of 
heaven, Jesus could yet speak of Himself as the Son of man in heaven. He was ready to 
take once more His divine glory when His work on earth was done.  {ST, May 
10, 1899 par. 11}   
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Never can the cost of our redemption be realized until the redeemed shall stand with the 
Redeemer before the throne of God. Then as the glories of the eternal home burst upon 
our enraptured senses we shall remember that Jesus left all this for us, that He not only 
became an exile from the heavenly courts, but for us took the risk of failure 
and eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowns at His feet, and raise the song, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." Revelation 5:12.  {DA 131.2}   
 
Who can estimate the value of a soul? Go to Gethsemane, and there watch with Jesus 
through those long hours of anguish when he sweat as it were great drops of blood; look 
upon the Saviour uplifted on the cross; hear that despairing cry, "My God, My God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" Look upon that wounded head, the pierced side, the marred feet. 
Remember that Christ risked all; "tempted like as we are," HE STAKED EVEN HIS 
OWN ETERNAL EXISTENCE upon the issue of the conflict. Heaven itself was 
imperiled for our redemption. At the foot of the cross, remembering that for one 
sinner Jesus would have yielded up his life, we may  estimate the value of a soul.  {GCB, 
December 1, 1895 par. 22}   
 
Could Satan in the least particular have tempted Christ to sin, he would have bruised 
the Saviour's head. As it was, he could only touch His heel. Had the head of Christ been 
touched, the hope of the human race would have perished. Divine wrath would have 
come upon Christ as it came upon Adam. CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN WITHOUT HOPE.  {1SM 256.1} 
 
For a period of time Christ was on probation. He took humanity on Himself, to 
stand the test and trial which the first Adam failed to endure. Had He failed in His 
test and trial, He would have been disobedient to the voice of God, and the 
world would have been lost (ST May 10, 1899). 
 
The divine nature, combined with the human, made Him capable of yielding to Satan's 
temptations. Here the test to Christ was far greater than that of Adam and Eve, for Christ 
took our nature, fallen but not corrupted, and would not be corrupted unless He received 
the words of Satan in the place of the words of God. To suppose He was not capable 
of yielding to temptation places Him where He cannot be a perfect example 
for man, and the force and the power of this part of Christ's humiliation, 
which is the most eventful, is no instruction or help to human beings.  {16MR 
182.3} 

 
You tell me those who contend with the doctrine of Sonship, how can a God be put on probation 
by another God? How can a God be lost eternally? How can a God lose his deity? How can a God 
risk failure and loss. Tell me how a God can put a stake at his own existence! The Trinitarians who 
have the idea immortality cannot die then have a problem to reconcile how One God in their 
tritheistic views died when God cannot die. The Father and Son believer have no problem 
showing Wisdom has immortality yet can die eternally. His sonship solves this. Wisdom is the 
thought of God made audible. He is every attribute of the Father yet God revealed his love to 
humanity by entering into eternal risk of losing his son if in the redemption plan he also 
succumbed to Sin.  This is the beauty of the plan of redemption and the risks involved. This is the 
beauty of God’s love that makes one overcome sin. God is not playing drama when he says he gave 
a Son. If he gave a Son then he had one to give and that son existed originally as a thought called 
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wisdom in God himself. God finally chose to make the thought audible by bringing forth a darling 
son, his own express image. The son himself is God essentially. I worship the father and so do I 
worship the son because none of them is a lesser god to me. 
 
Blessings 


