
The Word of God – A Case Study of Hebrews 4:12 | Sami LW 

Page | 1  
 

The Word of God – A Case Study of Hebrews 4:12 
 
Introductory quote 
 

It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct 

their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are 
blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and almost imperceptible. LIGHT 

COMES TO THE SOUL THROUGH GOD'S WORD, THROUGH HIS SERVANTS, OR BY THE DIRECT 

AGENCY OF HIS SPIRIT; but when one ray of light is disregarded, there is a partial benumbing 
of the spiritual perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly discerned. So the 
darkness increases, until it is night in the soul....  {DA 322.2} 

 
A fresh look at John 1:1, 4 

 

 John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

The word became a person. The person is Jesus. Fully divine. This begetting of the word into a person 
is beyond human explanation. Men should take off their shoes from what is not revealed and be 
satisfied with what is revealed. John adds that “In him was life; and the life was the light of men”. 
John 1:4. This word which became a person has life and light. This are two things that you cannot 
separate because they are the ones that make up the word person. A life to offer on cross and a light 

to guide men. He has given us his word and his word is life John 6:63 and light Psalms 119:105. For 
those who don’t believe the word and what it can do, look at the word which became a person. That’s 
why John says “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name:” John 1:12. By the word becoming a person, it also became the son 

of God, and those who believe on this son through the word which is life and light they also become 
sons of God. Jesus is the word begetting persons that are sons of God. This is the power of the word. 
Through the word we become a person of the word that’s Christ. Do you catch that? 
 

 The gospel of CHRIST BECOMES PERSONALITY in those who believe, and makes them living 

epistles, known and read of all men. In this way the leaven of godliness passes into the 
multitude. The heavenly intelligences are able to discern the true elements of greatness in 
character; for only goodness is esteemed as efficiency with God. {CE 97.1} 
 

 Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17: For therein is 

the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith. 

 
By accepting the word we are sealed with the spirit of promise for the day of redemption 
 

 Ephesians 1:2: Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 3: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4: According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love: 5: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6: To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7: In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
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forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8: Wherein he hath abounded toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence; 9: Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10: That in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will: 12: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13: 
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14: 
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory. 

 

 Ephesians 4:30: And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 

redemption. 
 
It’s amazing to see what Paul says 

 Ephesians 6:17: And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God: 
 
Ellen White amplifies very well the above text 

 Do not, I beg of you, sink down into a faithless position. Arise and shine, for the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon you. Believe, believe without a doubt that God hears your prayers. If you feel 
weak and unworthy, He is your strength. The Word is abundant in promises from God to us, 
and the Spirit helps our infirmities to plead these promises. The Word shows the way, the 

Spirit helps us to walk in it. You need to cling to the Lord with all your might. The Word is the 
seed of the Spirit, and the Spirit is the quickening power. Be firm, and full of faith and trust in 
God. {Lt92-1896.3} 

 
The power of the spirit is manifested in the word when it is spoken. We exercise faith in possessing 
the spirit by not only believing the word will do what it has promised but by walking the belief 1John 
2:6 
 
Another good illustration of the creative power of the word of God full of spirit is found in Ezekiel 
 

 Ezekiel 37:1: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, 
and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 2: And caused me to pass 
by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were 

very dry. 3: And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live?  And I answered, O Lord 
GOD, thou knowest. 4: Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto 

them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5: Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these 
bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: 6: And I will lay sinews 
upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 7: So I prophesied as I was commanded: 

and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, 
bone to his bone. 8: And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 9: Then said he unto me, 
Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
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live. 10: So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

 

 KJV Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

 NKJV Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
The prerogatives of the Word 

 

 Quick = Zao: a primary verb; to live (literally or figuratively):--life(-time), (a-)live(-ly) 

 Powerful. Energes: active, operative:--effectual 

 Sharper. Temno: (to cut; as if by a single stroke; repeated blows, like hacking); more keen 

 Two-edged Sword also Revelation 1:16; 2:12, Ephesians 6:17. 

 Piercing. Diikneomai: to reach through, i.e. penetrate 

 Dividing Asunder. Merismos: see as used in Hebrews 2:4. Distribute gifts 

 Discerner of thoughts and intents. Kritikos: decisive ("critical"), i.e. discriminative. 
 
The written Word is a sword (compare Ephesians 6:17), and the living Word has a sword (Revelation 
1:16; 19:15). Once, and once only, has God used the word kritikos; thus confining it to His own Word 
as a "critic". That Word is to be man’s Judge (John 12:48). Yet man claims the word "critic" and dares 
to sit in judgment on that very Word which is to judge him, in what he terms "higher criticism", which 
is only human reasoning based on the deceit of his own heart (Jeremiah 23:26). "In the last day" man 
will be criticized (judged) by the same Word on which he now sits in judgment. "Dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit" means not only differentiating between that which is begotten of the flesh and that 
which is begotten of the Spirit (John 3:6) in the individual; but also between the natural (Greek. 
psuchikos) man and the spiritual (Greek. pneumatikos) man. See 1Corinthians 2:13-15. If the Word is 
to be the man’s judge John 12:48, the its in rivalry with the Son because he is the one all judgment 
has been committed to John 5:22 or they are the same thing working on different plane. 
 
The word quick in NKJV is living and in Greek is number G2198 
ζα � ω 

zaō 
dzah'-o 
A primary verb; to live (literally or figuratively): - life (-time), (a-) live (-ly), quick. 
Total KJV occurrences: 142 
 
Dead things are not alive, living things have life. This is in perfect harmony with John 6:63, the word 
of God has life that’s why it has all the prerogatives aforementioned.  
 

 Christ's gracious presence in His Word is ever speaking to the soul, representing Him as the 
well of living water to refresh the thirsting. It is our privilege to have a living, abiding Saviour. 
He is the source of spiritual power implanted within us, and His influence will flow forth in 
words and actions, refreshing all within the sphere of our influence, begetting in them desires 
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and aspirations for strength and purity, for holiness and peace, and for that joy which brings 
with it no sorrow. This is the result of an indwelling Saviour (Letter 73, 1897) 

 

 Every true searcher of the Word lifts his heart to God, imploring the aid of the Spirit. And he 
soon discovers that which carried him above all the fictitious statements of the would-be 
teacher, whose weak, tottering theories are not sustained by the Word of the living God. These 
theories were invented by men who had not learned the first great lesson, that God's Spirit 

and life are in His Word. If they had received in the heart the eternal element contained in the 
Word of God, they would see how tame and expressionless are all efforts to get something new 
to create a sensation. They need to learn the very first principles of the Word of God; they would 
then have the word of life for the people, who will soon distinguish the chaff from the wheat, 
for Jesus left His promise with His disciples.--Letter 132, 1900. 

 
Hebrews 4:12 
 

 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
Commentators are greatly divided concerning the meaning of the phrase Ὁ λογος τον Θεου, the word 

of God; some supposing the whole of Divine revelation to be intended; others, the doctrine of the 

Gospel faithfully preached; others, the mind of God or the Divine intellect; and others, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who is thus denominated in John 1:1 and Revelation 19:13; the only places in which he 
is thus incontestably characterized in the New Testament. That Jesus Christ, the eternal, uncreated 
Word, is not meant here, is more than probable from this consideration, that St. Paul, in no part of his 
thirteen acknowledged epistles, ever thus denominates our blessed Lord; nor is he thus denominated 
by any other of the New Testament writers except St. John.  
 
It is therefore more natural to explain the term of the word, order, and will of God, for the Hebrews 
represent the revelation of God as an active being, living, all-powerful, illumined, executing 
vengeance, discerning and penetrating all things. In Deuteronomy 8:3, the sacred Scriptures point out 
and appoint all the means of life. Again, speaking of the Hebrews who were bitten with the fiery 
serpents, Psalms:107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their 
destructions.;’ i.e. which describes and prescribes the means of healing.  
 
And this mode of speech is exactly conformable to that of the Prophet Isaiah, Isa_55:10, 11,  
 

 10: For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater: 11: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it. 
 
The word of God, spoken by his prophet, has the same kind of powers and attributed as those 
mentioned here by the apostle: The centurion seems to speak a similar language, Luke 7:7 : But say 
in a word, (αλλα ειπε λογω ͅ, speak to thy word), and my servant shall be healed.”  
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Adam Clarke commenting on this verse says: - 

 “The word of God, which promises to the faithful, an entrance into God’s rest in David’s time, 
and now to us, is not a thing which died or was forgotten as soon as it was uttered, but it 
continues one and the same to all generations; it is ζων, quick or living. So Isaiah says: The word 

of our God shall stand for ever; Isaiah 40:8. Compare Isaiah 51:6; 55:11; John 3:34; 1Peter 1:23. 
And powerful, ενεργης, efficacious, active; sufficient, if it be not actually hindered, to produce 

its effects; effectual, Philemon 1:6. And sharper than any two-edged sword; τομωτερος ὑπερ, 

more cutting than. The word of God penetrates deeper into a man than any sword; it enters 
into the soul and spirit, into all our sensations, passions, appetites, nay, to our very thoughts; 
and sits as judge of the most secret intentions, contrivances, and sentiments of the heart. If 
this idea be admitted, the meaning of the last clause in this verse will be, ‘That the word of God 
is a judge, to censure and punish the evil thoughts and intents of the heart.’ And this brings the 
matter home to the exhortation with which our author began, Hebrews 3:12, 13; for under 
whatever disguise they might conceal themselves, yet, from such tremendous judgments as 
God executed upon their fathers, they might learn to judge as Moses did, Numbers 32:23 : If ye 
will not do so, ye have sinned against the Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out.”  
 

For the word of God - preached, Hebrews 4:2, and armed with threatenings, Hebrews 4:3, is living and 
powerful - attended with the power of the living God, and conveying either life or death to the hearers; 
sharper than any two-edged sword - penetrating the heart more than this does the body; piercing 
quite through, and laying open, the soul and spirit, joints and marrow - the inmost recesses of the 
mind, which the apostle beautifully and strongly expresses by this heap of figurative words; and is a 
discerner, not only of the thoughts, but also of the intentions. 
 
The law, and the word of God in general, is repeatedly compared to a two-edged sword among the 
Jewish writers, פיפיות שתי חרב  chereb shetey piphiyoth, the sword with the two mouths. By this sword 

the man himself lives, and by it he destroys his enemies.  
 

 Proverb 18:21: Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the 
fruit thereof. 

 
Is a discerner of the thoughts - Και κριτικος ενθυμησεων και εννοιων καρδιας· Is a critic of the 

propensities and suggestions of the heart. How many have felt this property of God’s word where it 
has been faithfully preached! How often has it happened that a man has seen the whole of his own 
character, and some of the most private transactions of his life, held up as it were to public view by 
the preacher; and yet the parties absolutely unknown to each other! Some, thus exhibited, have even 
supposed that their neighbors must have privately informed the preacher of their character and 
conduct; but it was the word of God, which, by the direction and energy of the Divine Spirit, thus 
searched them out, was a critical examiner of the propensities and suggestions of their hearts, and 
had pursued them through all their public haunts and private ways. Every genuine minister of the 
Gospel has witnessed such effects as these under his ministry in repeated instances. I myself had had 
a person who had resisted baptism for 23 years, born in a Adventist home and attended church all 
these years say to me “I have never been convicted of being baptized and my sins forgiven, but when 
you spoke, everything crossed my mind and when I tried to resist coming for baptism at your call, my 
feet moved by themselves and I saw light surrounding you, I had to make a decision then for baptism”. 
This incidence happened to me unbeknown. I never knew there was a light surrounding me as I 
preached until this story was told by the person. This was in Evangelistic campaign in Kisuri Valley in 
Oyugis Town. 
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But while this effect of the word or true doctrine of God is acknowledged, let it not be supposed that 
it, of itself can produce such effects. The word of God is compared to a hammer that breaks the rock 
in pieces, Jeremiah 23:29; but will a hammer break a stone unless it is applied by the skill and strength 
of some powerful agent? It is here compared to a two-edged sword; but will a sword cut or pierce to 
the dividing of joints and marrow, or separation of soul and spirit, unless some hand push and direct 
it? Surely, no. Nor can even the words and doctrine of God produce any effect but as directed by the 
experienced teacher, and applied by the Spirit of God. It is an instrument the most apt for the 
accomplishing of its work; but it will do nothing, can do nothing, but as used by the heavenly 
workman. To this is the reference in the next verse.  
 

 Ezekiel 1:8: And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they 
four had their faces and their wings. 

 
The affairs of this world are not left to man to brag about what they can accomplish or how eloquence 
they can speak but a hand guides the affairs of this world even though evil men after accomplishing 
something they say I have done it. The word of God (ὁ λο � γος τοῦ θεοῦ) that which God speaks 

through any medium; The message of God which promises the rest and urges to seek it, is no dead, 
formal precept, but is instinct with living energy. It is Quick and powerful (ζω ͂ν και �  ἐνεργη� ς). Note 

the emphatic position of ζω ͂ν living. Living is the word of God, since it is the word of “the living God” 

(Hebrews 3:12). Living in its essence. For ε ̓νεργη � ς active, energizing, and kindred words, John 1:12. 

Manifesting itself actively in the world and in men's hearts. Comp. 1Peter 1:23. 
 
It is sharper than any two-edged sword (τομω � τερος ὑπε � ρ πᾶσαν μα � χαιραν δι � στομον). 

Τομω � τερος sharper from τε � μνειν to cut, N.T.o. olxx. The word of God has an incisive and penetrating 

quality. It lays bare self-delusions and moral sophisms. For the comparison of the word of God or of 
men to a sword, see Psalms  57:4; 59:7; 64:3; Ephesians 6:17. The word itself is A discerner 
(κριτικο � ς). The word carries on the thought of dividing. From κρι� νειν to divide or separate, which 

runs into the sense of judge, the usual meaning in N.T., judgment involving the sifting out and analysis 
of evidence. In κριτικο � ς the ideas of discrimination and judgment are blended.  

 
But what is ‘the word of God’? And how is it different from the word of man? This quality of the Word 
has to be judged by the qualities it poduces. We are told that it produces conviction, to show the sinner 
the falsehood and the wickedness of even his inmost thoughts. What occurred in the case of the 
Israelites who fell by hundreds of thousands in the wilderness will occur under the Gospel with 
aggravated suffering if men will not believe. Nor does this word take cognizance of outward acts 
only,—open apostasy,—it is a discerner and judge of the thoughts and intents (or rather of the 
inclinations and thoughts) of the heart. Feelings and thoughts, desires and ideas (opinions as we call 
them), are equally under its jurisdiction; backslidings of heart, as well as of life, it marks and 
condemns. The religion of Christ is eminently spiritual. Not the outer life only; the inmost nature, 
mental and emotional, must be subject to the Divine authority, and conformed to the Divine will. The 
word of God is the Sword of the Spirit Ephesians 6:17. It was the Word of God, in this sense, that 
debarred the ancient Israelites from their rest, and doomed them in the wilderness; it is the same 
Word which still more, as being uttered in the Son, is so searching and resistless now. True, it is 
through the mechanism of Word, Angels and men that the Father and Son operates 
 

 It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct 
their errors, and to lead them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are 
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blinded and the heart hardened. Often the process is gradual, and almost imperceptible. Light 

comes to the soul through God's word, through His servants, or by the direct agency of His 

Spirit; but when one ray of light is disregarded, there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual 
perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly discerned. So the darkness 
increases, until it is night in the soul. Thus it had been with these Jewish leaders. They were 
convinced that a divine power attended Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed 
the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan. In doing this they deliberately chose deception; they 
yielded themselves to Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his power. {DA 322.2} 

 
The Word of God is, first, living, instinct with the life of the living God who utters it, itself a living power. 
Beware of unbelief and presumption. Your dangers are many and great. The Divine observations and 
testings are most exact and searching. Thou knowest my downsitting and my uprising; Thou 
understandest my thought afar off. The Word is in actual operation; it is not a thing of mere 
possibilities. At one time the term Word was a much more important expression than it is now. To the 
early Christians, and in early Church philosophy, the term Word, or Logos, had its own special 
significance. As it is used in Scripture the term includes:  
 

1. The conditions under which our first parents had their rights to Paradise. The Word of God given 
to Adam. The mode of communication we cannot now know. Somehow the thought and will of 
God were intelligently conveyed to their minds. The mysteries of these modes of 
communication through the word can be seen in Genesis 1:2 [cf Psalms 33:6, 9] 

2. The manifestations of God and His will to men in the patriarchal age. The modes of 
communication being visions, dreams, angelic appearances, living voices—all being Words of 
God. Genesis 3:8 

3. The human life on earth of the Son of God, whom we call the Incarnate Word. This is, in the very 
highest sense, the Word of God. John 1:1 

4. The active energy of the Divine Spirit working in the hearts of men. So far as it is revealing and 
teaching it becomes the Word of God. John 6:63, 17:17 

5. The Written Word, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Isaiah 8:20 
and 2Timothy 3:16 

 
Through printing and education, this has come to be the most effective form of the Word. From this 
sketch of the forms of the Word, it may be shown that it is essentially this: the manifestation of God 
to men; the communication of the thought and will of God to men; the translation of the mind of God 
into some form of language that men can understand. It is affirmed of nature, “There is no speech nor 
language, (yet) their line is gone out into all the earth.” There are more or less perfect degrees in 
which words utter thoughts. They serve both to convey and to conceal our meaning. So in God’s Word 
there are different degrees of clearness. We find it given under a variety of conditions, and in forms 
appropriate to each condition. The Word in Christ, and taught by His Spirit, represents the highest 
form of Divine communication. 
 
Through the Word, we have seen God bringing Himself into such relations with men as men can 
realise. The Word is God is God’s thought made audible. It is essential to God that He must be a 
searching power wherever He comes. This is affirmed in Scripture, and by the experience of believers. 
“All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” What is true of God 
Himself is true of all modes of His Word.  
 

1. The Written Word. It searches by the force of its commands, examples, counsels, warnings—
wonderfully fitting into all the circumstances of life. Sinning man dreads the Scriptures.  
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2.  The Incarnate Word. Searches by the contact of His purity and perfection. No man can fail to 
admit the moral perfection of Christ. A man feels it. All the power is exerted which attends on 
putting the standard, the model, beside the copy. Jesus is the one and only model of a man who 
reached heaven by His own goodness.  

3. The Living Word, or Holy Spirit. This is declared to be the effect of His inworking—He “convinces 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment”; and this is His constant operation in the Christian 
soul. This searching quality ought to attach to the preached Word: it does whenever it is really 
the Word of God. 

 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even 
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God[1Corinthians 2:10, 11]. If thought-reading 
be an unusual gift or endowment, a particular form of human genius, it is a Divine bestowment, or 
rather trust; and God cannot give what He does not possess: what God possesses constitutes Him 
what He is. He has this genius of thought-reading in a perfection of which man’s limited power can 
give no adequate idea. Man’s power is in body limitations. If thought-reading be dependent on 
sympathy, it must be a Divine attribute. Familiar to men long before “thought-reading” was heard 
of was the power of persons in close sympathy—as friends, or husbands and wives—to understand 
each other without the use of words. Sympathetic friends constantly know what friends are thinking. 
With God we associate the revelations of a perfect sympathy. If thought-reading be a result of 
knowledge of mental laws, God has the perfect knowledge. Thinking is entirely in the control of laws. 
And every man’s thoughts are the strict operation of laws, which always work as they do in any one 
case. God knows what we think, for He knows all the working of the thought-laws. This is what is 
meant by the word is a discerner; Kritikos – this is the ability of the spirit because ink on paper in the 
form of the word of God cannot accomplish anything if it didn’t have the spirit. That such discerning 
of things is characteristic of the Incarnate Word, or Gospel; of the Written Word, or Scriptures; and of 
the Living Word, or Spirit, it ought to be a marked characteristic of the preached Word, or ministry. 
Whichever minister that goes outside on a mission not knowing what he is carrying in his hand, should 
then do nothing else but read a novel to a congregation. 
 

 “The Jewish priest required a strong and skilful hand to do the ordinary work of his holy calling. 
It needed both strength and skill to lay the victim on the altar, to guide the sharp two-edged 
sacrificial knife straight through the carcass, till the very backbone was severed, the whole laid 
bare, and the very joints and marrow exposed and separated. For this reason (as well as 
because he was a type of Him who is perfect), because such persons ordinarily are deficient in 
bodily strength, no deformed person could be high priest, he could not do the work required of 
him. There is a knife sharper than that two-edged sword, and a hand to guide its blade and 
apply its edges and point stronger and surer than the Jewish priest’s. That knife is the word of 
God: it is a “living” word; it has a power to lay open hearts far greater than that sacrificial knife 
had to lay bare the bodies of the sacrifice; its edge is sharper than that of the two-edged sword; 
and when driven home and directed by the hand of the Spirit, “it pierces even to the dividing 
asunder of the joints and marrow, the soul and spirit,” and lays bare “the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.”—W. W. Champneys, M.A. 

 

 “A man who was remarkable for his ignorance and wickedness was visiting some of his 
relations on the last day that our mission-tent was used. They tried to persuade him to come 
to our closing meeting; but finding their entreaties prevailed nothing, one of them asked if he 
would go, provided some one would give him a sum of money. He answered, “Yes, he would do 
anything for money.” “Would he go for a shilling?” “Would he go for a meal’s victuals?” “Yes.” 
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“Then I will give you one.” A loaf was then broken in two, and one half of it, with some butter 
and cheese, was deposited at a cottage near the tent, it being understood that the man was to 
have it immediately the service was over. This being done, the man came to the tent. My 
sermon, being founded upon “The end of all things is at hand,” etc., turned a good deal upon 
the future judgment, and made way for some remarks from Mr. Pocock, in the course of which 
he described the Judge descending, the judgment set, and the books opened; and then 
remarking that every word, and every work, and every secret thing would then be exposed, he 
exclaimed, “Who was it at such a time opened his neighbour’s potato-pit, and deprived a poor 
family of their stock of winter provisions? There he is; bring him forward—what! is that he?” 
etc. Conscience now smote this man; he had been guilty of this very crime, and, filled with 
alarm, went home without his victuals. The next morning he went to the woman whose potato-
pit he had robbed, and confessed his crime, adding, “Mr. Pocock wouldn’t ha’ knawed I, but my 
hankercher weren’t tied like anybody else’s!” What is specially remarkable in this case is, that 
Mr. Pocock knew nothing of the man, nor had he ever heard of such a circumstance as a potato-
pit being opened and robbed in the neighbourhood; but he simply hit upon the observation as 
involving a general thing, without the slightest idea of any individual case. Surely there was 
something more than chance in all this. Who can tell but this very occurrence saved this poor 
fellow from the gallows?”—Memoirs of the Rev. John Pyer. 

 

 The Greek word here is taken from the practices that accompanied the offering of animals in 
sacrifices. It is said that, in ancient nations, when the animal that was to be sacrificed had been 
killed, the priest examined microscopically all the entrails and bowels, and watched certain 
spots or symptoms, from which he argued success or misfortune in the enterprise in which the 
offerer was embarked; and therefore the apostle says, that all things are as clearly noted by 
God as the entrails of the victim were laid bare and examined by the priest.—Dr. Cumming. 

 
God’s Word has diagnosed our illness with a surgeon’s precision. It has seen our hearts, and discerned 
that we are too ready to follow in the failure of the children of Israel, to give up belief. When the word 
of God exposes our weakness and unbelief like this, it demonstrates the inherent power, sharpness, 
and accuracy of the word of God. It bears constant reminding that as we submit ourselves to the word 
of God, we do it for far, far more than intellectual knowledge of the learning of facts. We do it for the 
ministry of the Word, because God meets us in His Word, and the Holy Spirit works powerfully through 
the word of God. We should consider just what the Word of God says it will do in our lives: 
 
a. God’s word brings true health, fruitfulness, prosperity and success to the things we do. (Psalms 

1:3) 
b. The word of God has healing power; it has the power to deliver us from oppression. (Psalms 107:20, 

Matthew 8:8, 16) 
c. God’s word is cleansing - if we take heed according to God’s word, our way will be cleansed. 

(Psa_119:9, John 15:3, Ephesians 5:26) 
d. The word of God, hidden in our hearts, keeps us from sin. (Psalms 119:11) 
e. God’s word is our counselor; as we delight in God’s word, it becomes a rich source of counsel and 

guidance for us. (Psalms 119:24) 
f. God’s word is a source of strength. (Psalms 119:28) 
g. God’s word imparts life to us. It is a continual source of life for us. (Psalms 119:93, Matthew 4:4) 
h. God’s word is a source of illumination and guidance to us. When God’s word comes in, so does light; 

it makes the simple wise and understanding. (Psalms 119:105, 119:130) 
i. God’s word gives peace to those who love it; they are secure, standing in a safe place. (Psalms 

119:165) 
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j. When the word of God is heard and understood, it bears fruit. (Matthew 13:23) 
k. The word of God has inherent power and authority against demonic powers. (Luke 4:36) 
l. Jesus Himself - His eternal person - is described as the Word. When we are into the Word of God, 

we are into Jesus. (John 1:1) 
m. Hearing God’s Word is essential to eternal life - you cannot pass from death into life unless you 

have heard the Word of God. (John 5:24, James 1:21, 1Peter 1:23) 
n. Abiding - living in - God’s Word is evidence of true discipleship. (John 8:31) 
o. God’s Word is the means to sanctification. (John 17:17) 
p. God can do dramatic works with the Holy Spirit as His Word is being preached. (Acts 10:44) 
q. Hearing God’s Word builds faith in us. (Romans 10:17) 
r. Holding fast to the Word of God can give us present assurance of salvation. (1Corinthians 15:2) 
s. The faithful handling of the Word of God gives the ministers of the Word a clear conscience - they 

know that they have done all they can before God. (2Corinthians 4:2, Philippians 2:16) 
t. The Word of God is our sword of the Spirit - it is our equipment for spiritual battle, especially in the 

idea of an offensive weapon. (Ephesians 6:17) 
u. The Word of God comes with the power of the Holy Spirit - with “much assurance” - and critical 

aspect of the ministry of the Word. (1 Thessalonians 1:5) 
v. The Word of God works effectively in those who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 
w. The word of God sanctifies the very food we eat! (1Timothy 4:5) 
x. The word of God is not dead; it is living and active and sharper than any two edged sword. The word 

of God can probe us like a surgeon’s expert scalpel, cutting away what needs to be cut and keeping 
what needs to be kept. (Hebrews 4:12) 

y. The word of God is our source of growth. (1Peter 2:2, 1Colossians 2:1-5) 
z. The word of God is our means of our un-corruptible birth and means of sealing. (1Peter 1:23, 

Ephesians 1:13) 
 
No wonder the writer to the Hebrews can say this. The Bible isn’t a collection of musty stories and 
myths. It has an inherent life and power. The preacher doesn’t make the Bible “come alive.” The Bible 
is alive, and gives life to the preacher and anyone else who will really receive it. God’s Word can hit us 
with surprising precision, and the Holy Spirit empowers the ministry of the Word to do deep work in 
our hearts. Often people wonder how a preacher’s message can be so relevant to their life. They 
sometimes honestly wonder if the preacher doesn’t know some “inside information” about their life. 
But it isn’t necessarily the preacher at all. It is the sharpness of the Word of God, delivering the 
message in just the right place.  All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 
give account: There is no one hidden before God. He sees our hearts and knows how to touch them, 
and we must give account for how we respond to His touch. This reminds us of the way God saw 
through Adam’s feeble hiding. God sees through our hiding the same way. 
 
Philo similarly speaks of “God passing between the parts of Abraham’s sacrifices (Genesis 15:17, 
where, however, it is a ‘burning lamp’ that passed between the pieces) with His word, which is the 
cutter of all things: which sword, being sharpened to the utmost keenness, never ceases to divide all 
sensible things, and even things not perceptible to sense or physically divisible, but perceptible and 
divisible by the word.” Paul’s early training, both in the Greek schools of Tarsus and the Hebrew 
schools at Jerusalem, accounts fully for his acquaintance with Philo’s modes of thought, which were 
sure to be current among learned Jews everywhere, though Philo himself belonged to Alexandria, not 
Jerusalem. Addressing Jews, he by the Spirit sanctions what was true in their current literature, as he 
similarly did in addressing Gentiles (Acts 17:28). Christ “knows what is in man” (John 2:25): so His 
word reaches as far as to the most intimate and accurate knowledge of man’s most hidden parts, 
feelings, and thoughts, dividing, that is, distinguishing what is spiritual from what is carnal and animal 
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in him, the spirit from the soul: so Proverbs 20:27. As the knife of the Levitical priest reached to 
dividing parts, closely united as the joints of the limbs, and penetrated to the innermost parts, as the 
marrows (the Greek is plural); so the word of God divides the closely joined parts of man’s being, soul 
and spirit, and penetrates to the innermost parts of the spirit. The clause (reaching even to) “both the 
joints and marrow” is subordinate to the clause, “even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” The 
Word’s dividing and far penetrating power has both a punitive and a healing effect. 
 

 Heb_4:12 (see EGW on Joh_17:17). Cutting Away the Surplus of Self.-- Practical truth must 
be brought into the life, and the Word, like a sharp, two-edged sword, must cut away the 
surplus of self that there is in our characters [Heb_4:12 quoted] (Letter 5, 1897).  {7BC 928.9} 
 

 Transforming Power of the Word.--The Word makes the proud humble, the perverse meek 
and contrite, the disobedient obedient. The sinful habits natural to man are interwoven with 
the daily practice. But the Word cuts away the fleshly lusts. It is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the mind. It divides the joints and marrow, cutting away the lusts of the flesh, making 
men willing to suffer for their Lord (MS 42, 1901).  {7BC 928.10} 

 
Stephen speaks of Scripture as “the living oracles” (Acts 7:38). Its power is seen in awakening the 
conscience; alarming the fears; laying bare the secret feelings of the heart, and causing the sinner to 
tremble with the apprehension of the coming judgment. All the great changes in the moral world for 
the better, have been caused by the power of truth. They are such as the truth in its own nature is 
suited to effect, and if we may judge of its power by the greatness of the revolutions produced, no 
words can over-estimate the might of the truth which God has revealed. 
 
Is it not true that people are made to see their real character under the exhibition of the truth of God? 
That in the light of the Law they see their past lives to be sinful? That the exhibition of truth calls to 
their recollection many long-forgotten sins? And that their real feelings are brought out when the 
truth of God is proclaimed? Men then are made to look upon their motives as they had never done 
before, and to see in their hearts feelings whose existence they would not have suspected if it had 
not been for the exhibition of the truth. The exhibition of the truth is like pouring down the beams of 
the sun at midnight on a dark world; and the truth lays open the real feelings of the sinner as that sun 
would disclose the clouds of wickedness that are now performed under cover of the night. Many a 
man has a deep and fixed hostility to God and to his gospel who might never be sensible of it if the 
truth was not faithfully proclaimed. The particular idea here is, that the truth of God will detect the 
feelings of the hypocrite and self-deceiver. They cannot always conceal their emotions, and the time 
will come when truth, like light poured into the soul, will reveal their unbelief and their secret sins. 
They who are cherishing a hope of salvation, therefore, should be on their guard lest they mistake the 
name for the reality: 
 
 The power of truth. It is “suited” to lay open the secret feelings of the soul. There is not an effect 

produced in awakening a sinner; or in his conviction, conversion, and sanctification, which the truth 
is not “adapted” to produce. The truth of God is not dead; nor suited to make people “worse;” nor 
designed merely to show its own “weakness,” and to be a mere occasion on which the Holy Spirit 
acts on the mind; it is in its own nature Fitted to produce just the effects which are produced when 
it awakens, convicts, converts, and sanctifies the soul. 

 
 The truth should be preached with the feeling that it is adapted to this end. Men who preach should 

endeavor to understand the nature of the mind and of the moral feelings, as really as he who 
would inflict a deadly wound should endeavor to understand enough about anatomy to know 
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where the heart is, or he who administers medicine should endeavor to know what is adapted to 
remove certain diseases. And he who has no belief in the efficacy of truth to produce any effect, 
resembles one who should suppose that all knowledge of the human system was needless to him 
who wished to perform a surgical operation, and who should cut at random - piously leaving it 
with God to direct the knife; or he who should go into a hospital of patients and administer 
medicines indiscriminately - devoutly saying that all healing must come from God, and that the 
use of medicine was only to show its own weakness! Thus, many men seem to preach. Yet for aught 
that appears, truth is just as wisely adapted to save the soul as medicine is to heal the sick; and 
why then should not a preacher be as careful to study the nature of truth and its adaptedness to 
a particular end, as a student of the healing art is to understand the adaptedness of medicine to 
cure disease? The true way of preaching is, to feel that truth is adapted to the end in view; to select 
what is best suited for that end; to preach as if the whole result depended on getting that truth 
before the mind and into the heart - and then to leave the whole result with God - as a physician 
with right feelings will exert all his skill to save his patient, and then commit the whole question 
of life and health to God. He will be more likely to praise God intelligently who believes that he has 
wisely adapted a plan to the end in view, than he who believes that God works only at random. 

 
 Take up any other book except the Bible, and there may be a measure of power in it, but there is 

not that indescribable vitality in it which breathes, and speaks, and pleads, and conquers in the 
case of this sacred volume. It is a living and incorruptible seed. It moves, it stirs itself, it lives, it 
communes with living men as a living Word. That human system which was once vigorous may 
grow old, and lose all vitality; but the Word of God is always fresh, and new, and full of force. Here, 
in the Old and New Testaments, we have at once the oldest and the newest of books. 

 
 The revelation of God given us in Holy Scripture is edge all over. It is alive in every part, and in every 

part keen to cut the conscience, and wound the heart. Depend upon it, there is not a superfluous 
verse in the Bible, nor a chapter which is useless. Doctors say of certain drugs that they are inert—
they have no effect upon the system one way or the other. Now, there is not an inert passage in 
the Scriptures; every line has its virtues. 

 
 The difficulty with some men’s hearts is to get at them. In fact, there is no spiritually penetrating 

the heart of any natural man except by this piercing instrument, the Word of God. Into the very 
marrow of the man the sacred truth will pass, and find him out in a way in which he cannot even 
find himself out. 

 
The self-evidencing power of the Bible 
 
We may affirm of the Bible, that he who reads it with attention, will find his own portrait given with 
so much accuracy, his heart so dissected and laid bare for his inspection, that there will be nothing 
left for him but to confess that the Author of the Bible knew him better than he knew himself; knew 
him better than he would have been known by any being who could not read the thoughts and search 
the spirit. Is there any one of you who has read so little of the Bible, or read it with so little attention, 
that he has never found his own case described—described with so surprising an accuracy, that he 
felt as though he himself must have sat for the portrait? When Scripture insists on the radical 
corruption of the heart, on its native enmity to God, and on all its deceitfulness, is there any one of us 
who will fail to allow that the affirmations are every way just, supposing his own heart to be that of 
which the affirmations are made? And when over and above its more general statements the Bible 
descends, as it often does, into particulars; when it speaks of the proneness of man to prefer a 
transient good to an enduring; the objects in sight, however inconsiderable, to those of faith, however 
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magnificent; when it mentions the subterfuges of those whose conscience has been disquieted; when 
it shows the vain hopes, the false theories, the lying visions with which men suffer themselves to be 
cheated, or, rather, with which, they cheat themselves, who is there amongst us who will venture to 
deny that the representation tallies most nicely either with what he is, or with what he was—with 
what he is, if he have never repented and sought forgiveness of sin; with what be was if his nature has 
been renewed by the operations of God’s Spirit?  
 
If there be anything like honesty in the mind of the student of Scripture, he must, we are persuaded, 
be continually startled in his pursuit, in finding his ,own thoughts and motives and designs set in order 
before him. And if this be true, then, as is very evident, there belongs to the Bible the character which 
is assigned to it in the words of our text. And though it may seem somewhat extraordinary that 
notwithstanding the confessed diversity in human character, we should thus make a simple 
description serve as the moral portrait of countless individuals. 
 
But, now, there remains a most important question—how comes it to pass that if the Word of God 
possess this dissecting power, so that it lays man bare and exposes to his own eye all the secrecies 
of his soul—how comes it to pass that so little effect is actually produced? This is only because the 
hearers are utterly inattentive; because they give no heed whatever to the statements of the 
preacher; but go through the business of the sanctuary as a matter of form, in which they have no 
interest. It is no marvel if to such as these the Word of God should not be as a “sword.” They may be 
said to clothe themselves in that thick armour, the armour of indifference, and though dissection may 
be going on all around, they ward off from themselves the knife of the anatomist. But there is another 
class of hearers on whom considerable impression is often made by the preaching of the gospel, who, 
while they remain in church, and are actually hearkening to the solemn truths of religion, feel an 
interest in what is said, feel its power, and wish to use it for their guidance; and in whom there seems 
the best moral promise presented of such an attempt at amendment of life, as would issue in genuine 
conversion.  
 
Are there not some who would be ready to own that sermons have occasionally had on them a mighty 
and almost overcoming effect; so that they have felt constrained to give full assent to the truths 
uttered in their hearing, though these truths have convicted them of heinous offences, and proved 
them placed in terrible danger. If the man thus exhibited to himself, startled with the moral deformity 
which he has been forced to behold, would strive at once to act on the disclosure, and set about 
procuring a renovation of his nature, he would be immeasurably advantaged by the spectacle of his 
own sinfulness—soul and spirit will have been divided by conviction of sin, only to the becoming 
united in the blessed hope of forgiveness through Christ. But if he contents himself with having heard, 
and do not immediately and intently strive to act on its requirements, what is to be looked for, but 
that he will speedily lose all those feelings which have been excited within him, as the process went 
forward of dissecting the inner man? And then there will be no conversion, though there have been 
conviction, and that, too, through his own listlessness, his own indifference, and not through any want 
of truth in this emphatic declaration—“The Word of God is quick and powerful,”  
 

 “Now, let us recur again to that very important and interesting matter, the self-evidencing 
power of the Bible. We send a missionary to a barbarous tribe; he settles down amongst the 
savages; but he can employ no miracle; he can work no wonders to fix the attention, and win 
the confidence of his wild auditory. You would think there was no chance of his making any 
way with these barbarians. He seems to have nothing at his disposal by which the pretensions 
of Christianity may be substantiated. If he could heal the sick; if he could hush the elements; if 
he could raise the dead; then, indeed, the wild denizens of the distant land might be expected 



The Word of God – A Case Study of Hebrews 4:12 | Sami LW 

Page | 14  
 

to give ear to him as a messenger from heaven; but just standing as a defenceless stranger on 
their shores, what probability is there of success when he proceeds to denounce their ancestral 
superstitions, summoning them away from idols that they had invested with all the sacredness 
of Divine, and declaring as the alone Saviour of mankind, a Being who died centuries back as a 
malefactor? But experience is all against you when you would conclude that Christianity 
cannot make way without miracle. The simple preaching of the sinfulness of man, and of the 
sacrifice of Christ, has proved a mighty engine in the hands of the missionary; and though he 
have done nothing but faithfully deliver his message, making no attempt at supporting its 
authority by an appeal to external evidence, yet have converts flocked in from the mass of 
idolators, and a moral regeneration has gone out over the long degraded territory. And what 
account do we give of this phenomenon? Shall we say that Christianity has been admitted 
without proof? The matter of fact is, that the gospel of Christ carries with it its own credentials. 
Wherever it is preached, there is a conscience to act upon; amid all the derangements of 
humanity, a sense of right and wrong is never wholly extinguished, but even where that nature 
is most sunken, the principle is in action which applauds the cause of virtue and utters a protest 
against vice; and which, stirring up forebodings when the mind looks onward to death, 
witnesses powerfully to our living under a retributive government. Conscience is everywhere 
man’s attribute; therefore Christianity has everywhere an evidence. (H. Melvill, B. D.)” 

 
We now inquire, what is the meaning of the Word of God giving life. And clearly it relates to an 
operation upon the soul of man, to some new state of being generated and produced. A new store of 
knowledge is brought to the understanding; a flood of light is poured in which arrays every object in 
a new colour; an influence works upon the affections by which they are refined and changed, made to 
delight in new purposes and pursuits, to flow in a new channel, and raised from earth to heaven. The 
Word and its accompanying grace, with its doctrines, and promise, and ordinances, with the manifold 
ministrations of the Spirit, brings the mind altogether into a new condition. And by the hearing of the 
Word, and the deep study of the Word, and by the willing and faithful acceptance of all that it reveals, 
this life of God in the soul is maintained; renewed as it languishes from its corrupt communication 
with earth, and daily carried on to further advancement and strength. The Word is “quick and 
powerful”: energetic, active. It has the power because it has life. The life is such as to exert a perpetual 
energy within us: we might say, powerfully alive. It will move upon the mass of corruption; it will 
convince of sin; it will change the love of sin into the love of holiness; and will, if applied and carried 
out by the Church’s wisdom, bring the wayward and ungodly affections into a stale of self-denying 
discipline, into humble submission to the Divine will. 
 

 The word of God is the seed. Every seed has in itself a germinating principle. In it the life of the 

plant is enfolded. So there is life in God's word. Christ says, "The words that I speak unto you, 
they are Spirit, and they are life." John 6:63. "He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him 
that sent Me, hath everlasting life." John 5:24. In every command and in every promise of the 

word of God is the power, the very life of God, by which the command may be fulfilled and 

the promise realized. He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and 

character of God.  {COL 38.1} 
 
Conclusion 
 
The very conception of the spiritual is enshrined in the bosom of God’s Word. Further, the Word of God 
pierces to the joints that connect the natural and the supernatural. It does not ignore the former. On 
the contrary, it addresses itself to man’s reason and conscience, in order to erect the supernatural 
upon nature. Where reason stops short, the Word of God appeals to the supernatural faculty of faith; 
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and when conscience grows blunt, the Word makes conscience, like itself, sharper than any two-
edged sword. Once more, the Word of God pierces to the marrow. It reveals to man the innermost 
meaning of his own nature and of the supernatural planted within him. The truest morality and the 
highest spirituality are both the direct product of God’s revelation. But all this is true in its practical 
application to every man individually.  
 
There is a rest of God which is the goal of the long race of the human creation. It has been so from the 
beginning. It was realised by the old patriarchs as their true city and country, while they lived the tent-
life here. It was typified in the promise of Canaan—typified, but certainly not fulfilled—more certainly 
not exhausted. Long ages after the entrance of Israel into Canaan, a psalmist speaks (by clear 
implication) of God’s rest as still open, still liable to be forfeited, therefore still capable of being 
attained. Nothing certainly has occurred since the psalmist’s day which could be supposed to have 
cancelled promise by performance. The rest of God is still in reserve for His true people. Let us give 
diligence to enter into it. Let us not forfeit it, as one whole generation forfeited Canaan, by unbelief.  
 
Do we know also the majesty and the power of the Word of God? Do we know that, in possessing, 
reading, and knowing the Scripture, we are under a mighty, solemn, and decisive influence, and that 
this Word judges us now, and will judge us at the last day?  
 

 “A dealer in low publications taunted me about the Bible. I begged her to take a copy and read 
it. She said, “I shall sell it.” “That is your affair,” I replied. I lost sight of her for three weeks. 
When I returned to her kiosk all her immoral publications had disappeared. “Oh!” she cried, on 
seeing me, “I am delivered; this book has saved me from dishonour. No, no, I will not sell it. I 
and my husband now read it together, and with the children.” This morning this dear old 
woman told me that in two neighbouring families the Holy Bible is read, “And,” says she, “it has 
absolutely had the same effect with them as with us.” (Pasteur Hirsch.)” 

 

 “The Bechuanas are excellent patients. There is no wincing. In any operation even the women 
sit unmoved. I have been quite astonished, again and again, at their calmness. In clotting out a 
tumour, an inch in diameter, they sit and talk as if they felt nothing. “A man like me never cries,” 
they say; “ they are children that cry.” And it is a fact that the men never cry. But when the Spirit 
of God works on their minds they cry most piteously. Sometimes in church they endeavoured 
to screen themselves from the eyes of the preacher by hiding under the forms, or covering their 
heads with their karosses, as a remedy against their convictions. And when they find that won’t 
do they rush out of the church and run with all their might, crying as if the hand of death were 
behind them. (D. Livingstone.)” 

 
The Word of God is too sacred a thing, and preaching too solemn a work to be toyed and played with, 
as is the usage of some who make a sermon but matter of wit and fine oratory. If we mean to do good 
we must come unto men’s hearts, not in word only, but with power. Satan moves not for a thousand 
squibs and wit-cracks of rhetoric. Draw, therefore, this sword out of your scabbard and strike with its 
raked edge; this you will find the only way to pierce your people’s consciences and fetch blood of their 
sins. Let arrows fall where God has bidden them to like a watchman on Zion’s wall. The word of God 
is a sword in the hand of a physician not a knife in the hand of a butcher and this is where the difference 
lies. When the physician applies it, it should be a savor of life unto life but when it’s rejected, then it 
turns into the usage of a butcher, a savor of death unto death. The word of God is God with us: 
 

 A man who was in the habit of going into a neighbour’s corn-field to steal the ears, one day 
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took his son with him, a boy of eight years of age. The father told him to hold the bag while he 
looked if any one was near to see him. After standing on the fence, and peeping through all the 
corn rows, he returned and took the bag from the child, and began his guilty work. “Father,” 
said the boy, “you forgot to look somewhere else.” the man dropped the bag in a fright, and 
said, “Which way, child? “ supposing he had seen some one. “You forgot to look up to the sky to 
see if God was noticing you. His word says, “thou shall not steal“ The father felt this reproof of 
the child so much, that he left the corn, returned home, and never again ventured to steal, 
remembering the truth his child had taught him, (W. Burnet.) 

 
Now, one last thing to consider: 
 

 Christ, our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit are constantly interceding in man’s behalf, but 
the Spirit pleads not for us as does Christ, who presents His blood, shed from the foundation 
of the world; the Spirit works upon our hearts, drawing out prayers and penitence, praise 

and thanksgiving. The gratitude which flows from our lips is the result of the Spirit striking 
the cords of the soul in holy memories, awakening the music of the heart. {Ms50-1900} 

 
Remember what the word was made up of in John 1:4? Life and light. Here we have Christ in heaven 
offering his blood which is his life and then his spirit offering on earth light through the written 
word. Hence you can’t believe in one and discard the other because it’s the two life and light that 
makes up the person. When we have the word which has the spirit then we are having the personality 
of Jesus and becoming his person as we believe and exercise faith. This is the partaking of divine 
nature. The word of God is not just a mirror that acts as eyes to us it gives power to remedy the defects 
in our Character. Reader, will you allow the word of God to do what it has prescribed it will do in 
Hebrews 4:12? 
 

 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

 Do not, I beg of you, sink down into a faithless position. Arise and shine, for the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon you. Believe, believe without a doubt that God hears your prayers. If you feel 
weak and unworthy, He is your strength. The Word is abundant in promises from God to us, 
and the Spirit helps our infirmities to plead these promises. The Word shows the way, the 

Spirit helps us to walk in it. You need to cling to the Lord with all your might. The Word is the 
seed of the Spirit, and the Spirit is the quickening power. Be firm, and full of faith and trust in 
God. {Lt92-1896.3} 

 
 
Blessings 


