
When truth is refused, error always rushes in to fill the vacuum. But no problem is too great to be rectified through 
repentance. 
 
Ellen White's confidence is neatly summed up in a brief word written by her son shortly before her death: "I told Mrs. Lida 
Scott how Mother regarded the experience of the remnant church, and of her positive teaching that God would not permit 
this denomination to so fully apostatize that there would be the coming out of another church" (Letter, May 23, 1915). 
 
Abraham's faith enabled him to live under the new covenant, while multitudes of Christians today live under the old 
covenant because self-centered concern is their motivation. The old covenant was the promise of the people to be faithful; 
under the new covenant salvation comes by believing God's promises to us, not by our making promises to Him. 
 
In seeking lost mankind, Christ came all the way, taking upon Himself and assuming the fallen, sinful nature of man after 
the fall. This He did that He might be tempted in all points like as we are, yet demonstrate perfect righteousness "in the 
likeness of sinful flesh." The 1888 message accepts "likeness" to mean what it says, not unlikeness.  Righteousness is a 
word never applied to Adam in his unfallen state, nor to sinless angels. It can only connote a holiness that has come into 
conflict with sin in fallen human flesh, and triumphed over it. 
 
Thus "the message of Christ's righteousness" that Ellen White endorsed so enthusiastically in the 1888 era is rooted in this 
unique view of the nature of Christ. If He had taken the sinless nature of Adam before the fall, the term "Christ's 
righteousness" would be a meaningless abstraction. The 1888 messengers recognized the teaching that Christ took only 
the sinless nature of Adam before the fall to be a legacy of Romanism, the insignia of the mystery of iniquity which keeps 
Him "afar off" and not "nigh at hand." 
 
We cannot excuse continued sinning by saying that we are "only human" or that "the devil made me do it."  In the light of 
the cross, the devil cannot force anyone to sin. To be truly "human" is to be Christlike in character, for He was and is fully 
human as well as divine. 
 
The world and the universe await that other angel who comes down from heaven "having great power; and the earth was 
lightened with his glory." If it was the Lord's plan that the 1888 message be the "beginning" of that angel's work and the 
"beginning" of the latter rain, could anything be more important than seeking the full truth about it? 
 
To lower God's expectation in order to vindicate an uncaring, lukewarm people would insult divine justice. It would mean 
establishing the Old Jerusalem in the new earth. 
 
We should be the last people on earth to indulge in the slightest degree the spirit of persecution against those who are 
bearing the message of God to the world. This is the most terrible feature of unchristlikeness that has manifested itself 
among us since the Minneapolis meeting. Sometime it will be seen in its true bearing, with all the burden of woe that has 
resulted from it (GCB 1893, p.184; emphasis added). 
 
There will be things to come that will be more surprising than that was to those at Minneapolis,--more surprising than 
anything we have yet seen. And, brethren, we will be required to receive and preach that truth. But unless you and I have 
every fiber of that spirit rooted out of our hearts, we will treat that message and the messenger by whom it is sent, as God 
has declared we have treated this other [1888] message (ibid., p. 185). 
 
The full truth is always good news. When we recognize it, our attempts to secure the promised latter rain and to effect the 
final harvest will succeed. The longest way around will prove to be the shortest way home. 
 
Thus, soon after the Great Disappointment of 1844 and the gathering of the "little flock" who held their faith, there 
developed a deficiency in their understanding of the import of the three angels' messages. The deficiency was not 
theological but spiritual. The church was like an adolescent who grows physically but remains a child otherwise. 
 
The "truth" made phenomenal progress and was found invincible in debate, but "the servants of the Lord have trusted too 
much to the strength of argument," said Ellen White in 1855 (1T 113). This made it difficult for them to resist the 
unconscious but subtle temptation to indulge a spiritual pride--had they not seen and accepted truth, and sacrificed for it? 
There seemed to be merit in such sacrifice. Ministers and evangelists would pitch their tent in a new community, stir up 
the other ministers and the popular churches, win the arguments and debates, gather out their "best" members, baptize 
them, raise up a new church, and move on to more victories almost everywhere. There enjoyed a euphoria of success.  
 
Opposition led them to cherish the hope of personal or corporate vindication at the second advent more than love's 
anticipation of meeting the Beloved, whether such a meeting included vindication or not. Their faith became to them more 
an act of belief in doctrinal truth and obedience to it, motivated by a self-oriented concern for reward rather than a heart-
felt appreciation of the grace of Christ. Instead of walking humbly in utter dependence on the Lord, "we" began to walk 
proudly with our indisputable doctrinal evidence of "the truth." 
 



Denominational pride and lukewarmness in many nations and cultures present a staggering problem. It can no longer be 
hoped that the mere passage of time will provide a remedy. Even God's patience may soon be at an end. The effects of our 
lukewarmness will not, cannot, be tolerated by the Lord Himself forever. It is He who says that we make Him so sick that 
He feels like throwing up (this is what the original language implies in Revelation 3:16, 17). 
 
Many of you cannot discern the work and presence of God.... There are men among us in responsible positions who hold 
that ... such a faith as that of Paul, Peter, or John, is ... old fashioned, and insufferable at the present time. It is pronounced 
absurd, mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent mind (5T 74, 79). 
 
Those who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent, will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep 
pace with the light. Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the last 
solemn work, few great men will be engaged (5T 80). 
 
When we have men as devoted as Elijah, and possessing the faith which he possessed, we shall see that God will reveal 
Himself to us as He did to holy men of old. When we have men, who, while they acknowledge their deficiencies, will plead 
with God in earnest faith, as did Jacob, we shall see the same results (4T 402). 
 
God will work a work in our day that but few anticipate. He will raise up and exalt among us those who are taught rather 
by the unction of His Spirit, than by the outward training of scientific institutions (5T 81, 82). 
 
Now I want you to be careful, every one of you, what position you take, whether you enshroud yourselves in the clouds of 
unbelief because you see imperfections; you see a word or a little item, perhaps, that may take place, and judge them 
[Jones and Waggoner] from that.... You are to see whether God is working with them, and then you are to acknowledge the 
Spirit of God that is revealed in them. And if you choose to resist it you will be acting just as the Jews acted (Sermon, March 
9, 1890; MS. 2, 1890). 
 
Doctor Waggoner has spoken to us in a straight-forward manner.... Of one thing I am certain, as Christians you have no 
right to entertain feelings of enmity, unkindness and prejudice toward Dr. Waggoner, who has presented his view in a 
plain, straight-forward manner, as a Christian should.... I believe him to be perfectly honest in his views, and I would 
respect his feelings and trust him as a Christian brother, so long as there is no evidence that he is unworthy. The fact that 
he honestly holds some views of Scripture differing from yours and mine, is no reason we should treat him as an offender, 
as a dangerous man, and make him the subject of unjust criticism (Ms. 15, 1888; Olson, p. 294). 
 
Men will go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way for the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
their work to make crooked things straight. Some things must be torn down; some things must be built up (Ms. 15, 1888; 
Olson, p. 300). 
 
Some have been cultivating hatred against the men whom God has commissioned to bear a special message to the world. 
They began this satanic work at Minneapolis. Afterward, when they saw and felt the demonstration of the Holy Spirit 
testifying that the message was of God, they hated it the more, because it was a testimony against them (TM 79, 80; 1895). 
 
Obviously, the 1888 message was far more than a mere re-emphasis of a neglected doctrine. The delegates to the 
Conference came unexpectedly face-to-face with Christ when they came face-to-face with His message. "What is 
justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in the dust" {FLB 111.2}. The confrontation involved 
the humbling of their souls into that dust, and for this they were not prepared. They resented contrition, and tears 
trickling down their faces. In retrospect, we can see how the love of Christ that melts hearts and professional 
clergy pride was unwelcome. They were steeped in success, and lowliness of heart became 
a stumblingblock. Could this still be our problem today? 
 
When did that message of the righteousness of Christ begin with us as a people? [One or two in the audience: "Three or 
four years ago."] Which was it, three? or four? [Congregation: "Four."] Yes, four. Where was it? [Congregation: 
"Minneapolis."] What then did the [leading] brethren reject at Minneapolis? [Some in the congregation: "The loud cry."] ... 
What did the brethren in that fearful position in which they stood, reject at Minneapolis? They rejected the latter rain--the 
loud cry--of the third angel's message (GCB, 1893, p. 183). 
 
Our young men look to our older brethren, and as they see that they do not accept the message, but treat it as though it 
were of no consequence, it influences those who are ignorant of the Scriptures to reject the light. These men who refuse to 
receive truth, interpose themselves between the people and the light (March 18, 1890) 
 
"Your turning things upside down is known of the Lord." 
 
Coldness, heartlessness, want of tender sympathy, are leavening the camp of Israel. If these evils are permitted to 
strengthen as they have done for some years in the past, our churches will be in a deplorable condition (TM 142-156; 
August 20, 1890). 
 



The atmosphere of the church is so frigid, its spirit is of such an order, that men and women cannot sustain or endure the 
example of primitive and heaven-born piety. The warmth of their first love is frozen up, and unless they are watered over 
by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, their candlestick will be removed out of its place (TM 167, 168, 161; July 15, 1892). 
 
Today there are few who are heartily serving God. The most of those who compose our congregations are spiritually dead 
in trespasses and sins.... The sweetest melodies that come from God through human lips--justification by faith, and the 
righteousness of Christ--do not bring forth from them a response of love and gratitude... They steel their hearts against 
[the Heavenly Merchantman] (RH April 4, 1893). 
 
O, why will men be hindrances, when they might be helps? Why will they block the wheels, when they might push with 
marked success? Why will they rob their own soul of good, and deprive others of blessing that might come through them? 
These rejecters of light will remain barren deserts (TM 413). 
 
The rebuke of the Lord will be upon those who would be guardians of the doctrine, who would bar the way that greater 
light shall not come to the people; and if there were no voice among men to give it, the very stones would cry out . . It is the 
coldness of heart, the unbelief, of those who ought to have faith, that keeps the churches in feebleness (RH July 26, 1892). 
 
There is less excuse in our day for stubborness and unbelief than there was for the Jews in the days of Christ.... Our sin and 
its retribution will be the greater, if we refuse to walk in the light. Many say, "If I had only lived in the days of Christ, I 
would not have wrested His words, or falsely interpreted His instruction. I would not have rejected and crucified Him, as 
did the Jews"; but that will be proved by the way in which you deal with His message and His messengers to-day.... (ibid., 
April 11, 1893). 
 
Satan is too keen-minded to claim his victory before it is complete, even though the partial victory is true. Such boasting 
would drive the remnant church to her knees in the repentance of the ages, for she is honest in heart. Telling her the truth 
will never work—she must be kept in deception until the very last.   
 
Therefore, Satan's desire is that we should be deceived about our 1888 history. He will slyly admit defeat and concede the 
victory, pretending to lie prostrate at our feet. But the deception, if cherished, can lead only to an infatuation with the false 
Christ. If we cannot read the past aright, how will we be able to interpret the future correctly as it unrolls before our eyes? 
 
There will be great humbling of hearts before God on the part of every one who remains faithful and true to the end (Ms. 
15, 1888; Olson, p. 297).  
 
Unless the church, which is now being leavened with her own backsliding, shall repent and be converted, she will eat of 
the fruit of her own doing, until she shall abhor herself (8T 250). 
 
Peter, when he threw himself on the ground in Gethsemane and wished that he might die, was at last converted (Matthew 
26:75; DA 713). When the above words are fulfilled, the remnant church will likewise be converted. Her Pentecost will be 
no further away at that time than Peter's was when he came to know himself, and in so doing, found His Lord's 
forgiveness. 
 
"The enemy of God and man is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for he knows that if the people 
receive it fully, his power will be broken."(GW 103, old edition). 
 
The 1888 message was  the "beginning" of a more mature concept of the "everlasting gospel" than had been clearly 
perceived by any previous generation. It was "the beginning" of the final outpouring of the Holy Spirit as the latter rain. It 
was the initial announcement of the message of the fourthangel of Revelation 18. It was to be a blessing unprecedented 
since Pentecost (cf. FCE 473; RH June 3, 1890). 
 
Our own retarded growth in understanding has invited the scorn of Evangelical opponents who deride this unique 
Adventist truth as "flat, stale, and profitless." This is why so many of our own people, especially our youth, see the 
sanctuary "doctrine" as boring and irrelevant. 
 
Even Seventh-day Adventists are in danger of closing their eyes to truth as it is in Jesus, because it contradicts something 
which they have taken for granted as truth but which the Holy Spirit teaches is not truth (May 30, 1896; TM pp. 69, 70). 
 
There are old, yet new truths still to be added to the treasures of our knowledge. We do not understand or exercise faith as 
we should.... We are not called to worship and serve God by the use of the means employed in former years. God requires 
higher service now than ever before. He requires the improvement of the heavenly gifts. He has brought us into a position 
where we need higher and better things than have ever been needed before (ibid., February 25, 1890). 
 



Elijah fed by a widow outside of Israel because those in Israel who had light had not lived up to it. "They were the most 
hardhearted people in the world, the hardest to impress with the truth," she said. The Syrian Naaman was cleansed from 
his leprosy while Israelite lepers remained defiled. When the inhabitants of Nazareth rose up against the Son of Mary, 
"some" were ready to accept Him as the Messiah, but an influence "pressed in" to counter their conviction. These were 
illustrations of our 1888 history. 
 
If you wait for light to come in a way that will please every one, you will wait in vain. If you wait for louder calls or better 
opportunities, the light will be withdrawn, and you will be left in darkness (5T 720). 
 
It is shocking to orthodox Jews who have been praying for the coming of their Messiah to realize that He came long ago but 
was rejected by their forefathers. It is no less shocking to Seventh-day Adventists who keep praying for the outpouring of 
the latter rain to realize that the blessing came a century ago, but was rejected by their forefathers. 
 
Men professing godliness have despised Christ in the person of His messengers. Like the Jews, they reject God's message.... 
He was not the Christ that the Jews had looked for. So today the agencies that God sends are not what men have looked for 
(FCE 472; 1897). 
 
In order to bolster our confidence that we do not need repentance, we have produced Seminary theses "to inquire what 
place the teaching of justification and righteousness by faith has been accorded alongside the distinctive tenets" of the 
church. Graphs have been made counting the number of times the words "righteousness," "justification," "faith," 
"salvation," "Saviour," and "law" have appeared in our Sabbath School Quarterlies, "to prove that Seventh-day Adventists 
have not slighted the emphasis on salvation through Christ." Can computers now measure our faithfulness and prove that 
the True Witness is wrong? 
 
Many commit the error of trying to define minutely the fine points of distinction between justification and sanctification. 
Into the definitions of these two terms they often bring their own ideas and speculations. Why try to be more minute than 
is Inspiration on the vital question of righteousness by faith? Why try to work out every minute point, as if the salvation of 
the soul depended upon all having exactly your understanding of this matter? (Diary, February 27, 1891). 
 
You have turned your back, and not your face, to the Lord.... The Spirit of God is departing from many among His people. 
Many have entered into dark, secret paths, and some will never return.... They have not only refused to accept the 
message, but they have hated the light... They are doing despite to His Holy Spirit (TM 89-91; 1895). 
 
At its very source human nature was corrupted. And ever since then sin has continued its hateful work, reaching from 
mind to mind. Every sin committed awakens the echoes of the original sin.... Mutual dependence is a wonderful thing. 
Reciprocal influence should be carefully studied....  Every generation takes up some phase of evil in advance of the one 
which preceded it, moving onward in the march of impenitence and rebellion. God is looking on, measuring the temple 
and the worshipers therein....  No man liveth to himself. Consciously or unconsciously he is influencing others, either for 
good or evil.... Is it not time that a people stood forth in moral independence, cherishing at the same time a sense of their 
dependence on God? 
...   
The Lord has sent to our world a message of warning, even the Third Angel's Message. All heaven is waiting to hear us 
vindicate God's law (RH, April 16, 1901). 
 
There are men in our cause who might be of great use if they would but learn of Christ, and go on from light to greater 
light; but because they will not, they are positive hindrances (RH December 6, 1892). 
 
But however much it has been in our power to delay the work, it is not in our power to arrest its progress nor prevent its 
final completion. Within the limits of that time when the work of the Lord must be done, it will be done (ibid., December 6, 
1892). 
 
Let us thank the Lord that he is dealing with us still, to save us from our errors, to save us from our dangers, to keep us 
back from wrong courses, and to pour upon us the latter rain, that we may be translated. That is what the message means-
-translation--to you and me (ibid., p. 185). 
 
Now the solemn thought to my mind is that [God] is getting impatient, and will not wait very much longer for you and 
me.... I cannot get away from the idea that now is a most critical time with us personally.... It seems to me that right now 
we are making choices that will determine whether we shall go on with this work through the loud cry and be translated, 
or whether we shall be deceived by the devices of Satan and be left out in darkness.... 
 
The danger is that there will be some here who have resisted this for four years, or perhaps who have not resisted it that 
long, who will now ... fail to receive it as the Lord gives it, and will be passed by. A decision will be made by the Lord, by 
ourselves in fact 
 



Unless you watch and keep your garments unspotted from the world, Satan will stand as your captain.... By many the 
words which the Lord sent will be rejected, and the words that men may speak will be received as light and truth. Human 
wisdom will lead away from self-denial, from consecration, and will devise many things to tend to make of no effect God's 
messages. We cannot with any safety rely on men who are not in close connection with God. They accept the opinions of 
men, but cannot discern the voice of the True Shepherd (ibid., p. 237). 
 
Unless divine power is brought into the experience of the people of God, false theories and erroneous ideas will take 
minds captive, Christ and His righteousness will be dropped out of the experience of many, and their faith will be without 
power or life (RH September 3, 1889). 
 
What next? These very ones will accept messages that God has not sent, and thus will become dangerous to the cause of 
God because they set up false standards. ("To Brethren in Responsible Positions," ibid., p. 182). 
 
Without doubt, the 1888 message was heavenly manna. We can learn something from the ancient symbolism. If God sets a 
plate of food before us, we had better eat it right away, because vitally nutritious food spoils more quickly than does 
devitalized food. There was danger in leaving the 1888 manna "until the morning," for it would spoil 
 
We are living in times full of importance to each one, light is shining in clear steady rays around us. If this light is rightly 
received and appreciated, it will be a blessing to us and to others; but if we trust in our own wisdom and strength, or in the 
wisdom and strength of our fellow men, it will be turned into a poison (TM 385, emphasis added). 
 
If we neglect to walk in the light given, it becomes darkness to us; and the darkness is proportionate to the light and 
privileges which we have not improved (Ms. 8a, 1888; Olson, pp. 279, 280, emphasis added). 
 
Unsanctified ministers are arraying themselves against God.... While professedly they receive Christ, they embrace 
Barabbas, and by their actions say, "Not this Man, but Barabbas." ... Satan has made his boast of what he cando.... He says, "I 
will go forth and be a lying spirit to deceive those that I can."...Let the son of deceit and false witness be entertained by a 
church that has had great light, great evidence, and that church will discard the message the Lord has sent, and receive the 
most unreasonable assertions and false suppositions and false theories....   (TM 409). 
 
Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If 
doubts and unbelief are cherished, the faithful ministers will be removed from the people who think they know so much 
(TM 410). 
 
The early church was deceived by the enemy of God and man, and apostasy was brought into the ranks of those who 
professed to love God; and today, unless the people of God awake out of sleep, they will be taken unawares by the devices 
of Satan....   The days in which we live are eventful and full of peril.... Without the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, we 
shall not be able to discern truth from error, and shall fall under the masterful temptations and deceptions that Satan will 
bring upon the world (RH November 22, 1892). 
 
Which would you rather have, the completeness, the perfect fulness of Jesus Christ, or have less than that, with some of 
your sins covered up that you never knew of? ... So He has got to dig down to the deep places we never dreamed of, 
because we cannot understand our hearts.... Let Him go on, brethren; let Him keep on His searching work (ibid., p. 404) 
 
We have the word here that those things are amongst us; ambition for place, jealousy of position, and envy of situation; 
those things are amongst us. Now the time has come to put them away, ... for each one to find how low he can get at the 
feet of Christ, and not how high in the Conference, or in the estimation of men, or how high in the Conference Committee, 
or General Conference Committee.... No difference what it costs; that has nothing to do with it (ibid., p. 166). 
 
We have found ... that when Christianity came into the world this same carnal mind got up a counterfeit of that and 
covered itself--the same carnal mind--with a form of Christianity, and called it justification by faith when it was all 
justification by works,--the same carnal mind. That is the papacy, the mystery of iniquity (GCB, 1893, p. 342). 
 
The nearer we come to the second coming of the Saviour the more fully Spiritualism will be professing Christ.... Satan 
himself ... comes as Christ; he isreceived as Christ. So then the people of God must be so well acquainted with the Saviour 
that no profession of the name of Christ will be received or accepted where it is not the actual, genuine thing 
 
Then although these folks quote the words of Christ, it is all counterfeit. You know that [Great Controversy] tells us that 
when Satan himself comes with the gracious words that the Saviour uttered, he will talk them with much the same tone, 
and will pass it off on those who have not the mind of Christ. Brethren, there is no salvation for us, there is no safety for us, 
there is no remedy for us at all, but to have the mind of Christ (ibid., p. 343). 
 



If the Lord should take away our sins without our knowing it, what good would it do us? That would simply be making 
machines of us. He does not propose to do that; consequently, He wants you and me to know when our sins go, that we 
may know when his righteousness comes....   We are always intelligent instruments... We will be used by the Lord at our 
own living choice (ibid., p. 405). 
 
Fanaticism will appear in the very midst of us. Deceptions will come, and of such a character that if it were possible they 
would mislead the very elect. If marked inconsistencies and untruthful utterances were apparent in these manifestations, 
the words from the lips of the Great Teacher would not be needed.... The Holy Spirit of God alone can create a healthy 
enthusiasm (2 SM 16, 17; 1894). 
 
The course of the 1893 session reveals the possibility of preaching about the Holy Spirit without understanding Him or 
recognizing Him, and even while resisting Him. It would be well for us all to pray, "Lord, is it I?" 
 
The little shrubs in the valley, bending beneath the zephyr winds that occasionally stir their quiet calm, would do well to 
refrain from critical comment when the mighty oaks on the mountain top go down in the crushing fury of the tempest. Let 
God speak when He says truly there is no excuse for our brethren becoming offshoots and apostate; let us be slow to 
speak, when we realize that "we" are largely the cause of it. 
 
C. S. Lewis in his Reflections on the Psalms:  
Just as the natural result of throwing a lighted match into a pile of shavings is to produce a fire, … so the natural result of 
cheating a man, or "keeping him down" or neglecting him, is to arouse resentment; that is, to impose upon him the 
temptation of becoming what the Psalmists were when they wrote the vindictive passages. He may succeed in resisting the 
temptation; or he may not. … If that sin utterly corrupts him, I have in a sense debauched or seduced him. I was the 
tempter (p. 24). 
 
We should be the last people on the earth to indulge in the slightest degree the spirit of persecution against those who are 
bearing the message of God to the world. This is the most terrible feature of unchristlikeness that has manifested itself 
among us since the Minneapolis meeting (GCB 1893, p. 184).  
 
This principle of deception following rejection of light is an unalterable law of history. Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, "I 
am come in My Father's name, and ye receive Me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive" (John 
5:43). A true understanding of the post-1888 era is necessary in order to recognize the "sparks of kindling" which took the 
place of the true light. 
 
It follows that the sin of rejecting that light of the loud cry can never be truly overcome until those unseen motives equally 
present in all our hearts are laid bare to our consciousness. This work certainly must be included in the cleansing of the 
sanctuary. What we failed to believe a century ago we must learn through traversing a devious detour of our own devising. 
Our history is an outworking of principles divinely ordained to lead us to reconciliation with Christ. 
 
There are times when apostasy comes into the ranks, when piety is left out of the heart by those who should have kept 
step with their divine Leader.... But God sends the Comforter as a reprover of sin, that His people may be warned of their 
apostasy and rebuked for their backsliding (RH Dec. 15, 1891). 
 
In the balances of the sanctuary, the Seventh-day Adventist church is to be weighed. ... If the blessings conferred have not 
qualified her to do the work entrusted to her, on her will be pronounced the sentence, "Found wanting." ... Unless the 
church, which is now being leavened with her own backsliding, shall repent and be converted, she will eat of the fruit of 
her own doing, until she shall abhor herself. When she resists the evil and chooses the good, when she seeks God with all 
humility, ... she will be healed. She will appear in her God-given simplicity and purity, separate from earthly 
entanglements, showing that the truth has made her free indeed. Then her members will indeed be the chosen of God, His 
representatives. When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer will actuate every believer, and will banish from the 
church the spirit of discord and strife. ... All will be in harmony with the mind of Christ. (8T 250, 251; emphasis added.) 
 
Are we hoping to see the whole church revived? That time will never come. There are persons in the church who are not 
converted, and who will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the work individually (ISM 
122;1887). 
 
The truth for this time is precious, but those whose hearts have not been broken, by falling on the rock Christ Jesus, will 
not see and understand what is truth. They will accept that which pleases their ideas, and will begin to manufacture 
another foundation than that is laid. They will flatter their own vanity and esteem, thinking that they are capable of 
removing the pillars of our faith, and replacing them with pillars they have devised (Elmshaven Leaflets, The Church, No. 
4; Ms. 28, 1890). 
 



Those who are self-sufficient ... will be found professedly working for God, but in reality giving their service to the prince 
of darkness. Because their eyes are not anointed with the heavenly eye-salve, their understanding will be blinded, and 
they will be ignorant of the wonderfully specious devices of the enemy. Their vision will be perverted through their 
dependence on human wisdom, which is foolishness in the sight of God ("Danger of Adopting Worldly 
Policy," p. 4; 1890). 
 
Worldly policy is taking the place of true piety and wisdom that comes from above, and God will remove His prospering 
hand from the conference. Shall the ark of the covenant be removed from this people? Shall idols be smuggled in? Shall 
false principles and false precepts be brought into the sanctuary? Shall antichrist be respected? Shall the true doctrines 
and principles given us by God, which have made us what we are, be ignored? ...This is directly where the enemy, through 
blinded, unconsecrated men, is leading us (Ms. 29, 1890). 
 
The path of presumption lies close beside the path of faith. ... If there is not careful, earnest, sensible work, solid as a rock 
in the advancement of every idea and principle, ... souls will be ruined (Letter 6a, 1894). 
 
The men who parade before the world as wonderful specimens of greatness ... robe man with honor, and talk of the 
perfection of nature. They paint a very fine picture, but it is an illusion.... Those who present a doctrine contrary to that of 
the Bible, are led by the great Apostate.... With such a leader—an angel expelled from heaven—the supposedly great men 
of earth may fabricate bewitching theories with which to infatuate the minds of men (YI Feb. 7, 1895; HE 331, 332). 
 
Apostasy, wrong principles, brilliant sparkling ideas, theories and sophistries that undermine the foundation principles of 
the faith, perversion of truth, fanciful and spiritualistic interpretations of the Scriptures, deceivableness of 
unrighteousness, seeds of discord, of unbelief, of infidelity …sown broadcast, insidious fallacies, sentiments of the enemy, 
falsehood and pleasing fables, infidelity and skepticism, a multitude of deceptions, a yoke of human manufacture, 
cunningly devised fables, a lie (these are verbatim expressions taken from Special Testimonies, Series B., Nos. 2 and 7, 
concerning the alpha). 
 
In the future, truth will be counterfeited by the precepts of men. Deceptive theories will be presented as safe doctrines. 
False science is one of the agencies that Satan used in the heavenly courts. …Do not present theories or tests that have no 
foundation in the Bible. … "It is written" is the test that must be brought home to everyone (RH January 21, 1904; Ev 600, 
601). 
 
The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked 
by the Holy Spirit, and which therefore are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error. … 
 
When men standing in the position of leaders and teachers work under the power of spiritualistic ideas and sophistries, 
shall we keep silent, for fear of injuring their influence, while souls are being beguiled? … Will the men in our institutions 
keep silent, allowing insidious fallacies to be promulgated, to the ruin of souls? (ibid., pp. 9, 13, 14). 
 
I am charged to tell our people that some do not realize that the devil has device after device and he carries these out in 
ways that they do not expect. Satan’s agencies will invent ways to make sinners out of saints. I tell you now, 
that when I am laid to rest, great changes will take place. I do not know when I shall be taken, but I desire to warn all 
against the devices of the devil. … They should watch every conceivable sin that Satan will try to immortalize (Letter, 
Elmshaven, February 24, 1915). 
 
"Something great and decisive is to take place, and that right early. If any delay, the character of God and His throne will be 
compromised."Is it possible that we are about to risk the honor of God’s throne? Brethren, for the Lord’s sake, and for His 
throne’s sake, let us get out of the way. (A. T. Jones, quoting Ellen White, p. 73; Ellen White in turn borrowed this thought 
from The Great Teacher by John Harris, 1836) 
 
The true leader of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is not the General Conference or a hierarchical clergy. It is Christ 
Himself, the same Christ whom the pioneers in the 1840’s saw as commencing His ministry in the Most Holy Apartment of 
the heavenly sanctuary. Is He not sufficiently exciting, positive, big, and related to life to capture the whole-hearted 
devotion of today’s youth? Or is that vision of our pioneer youth as irretrievably lost to them as John and Charles Wesley’s 
vision is lost to modern Methodist youth? 
 
Infidelity has been making its inroads into our ranks; for it is the fashion to depart from Christ, and give place to 
skepticism. With many the cry of the heart has been, “We will not have this man to reign over us.” Baal, Baal, is the choice.  
The religion of many among us will be the religion of apostate Israel, because they love their own way, and forsake the 
way of the Lord. The true religion, the only religion of the Bible, that teaches forgiveness only through the merits of a  
crucified and risen Saviour, that advocates righteousness by the faith of the Son of God, has been slighted, spoken against, 
ridiculed, and rejected. … What kind of future is before us if we shall fail to come into the unity of the faith? (TM 467, 468; 
1890). 
 



The full light of the third angel’s message in verity “has been in a great degree kept away from the world” ever since the 
1888 era (cf. 1SM 234, 235). As a result, the world has stood in a different relationship to God than His plan anticipated. 
While “Elijah” has had to go into exile, some “Obadiahs” have had to nourish the sincere prophets of the Lord “in a cave” as 
it were. The fall of Babylon has been checked. Not yet has it become what it will be when the loud cry is proclaimed. Not 
yet has that voice of Revelation 18:4 sounded clearly and powerfully, “Come out of her, My people” 
 
The vanity of spirit, the emptiness of sermons, the praise and flattery of men and women, the screaming and shouting into 
the microphones, the joking and jesting, the pathetic egocentric legalism—how does Christ feel? And how do those whom 
He describes in Revelation 18:4 as “My people” feel? 
 
Members leave the Adventist church because they say that they find “love” and “warmth” and spiritual “power” in other 
churches, not discerning the true nature of Christ’s love as agape. Thus they are easily deceived by a superficial 
sentimentality. Is it possible to understand this confusing situation apart from the inspired prophetic insight of the final 
Day of Atonement? 
 
The full truth of righteousness by faith must be clearly understood. And the popular churches cannot understand this 
truth, however sincere they may be, for they “have no knowledge of the way into the most holy [place], and they can not be 
benefited by the intercession of Jesus there.” 
 
Genuine righteousness by faith is not only a truth but an experience that accompanies it which the heavenly High Priest 
ministers in His closing work of atonement. Continued centuries of ignorance of this truth cannot resolve the problem. The 
third angel’s message in verity is vitally needed. In the absence of that truth, no body of people anywhere can be  prepared 
for the second coming of Christ, regardless of their religious affiliation. 
 
Thus there are truths inherent in the 1888 message of Christ’s righteousness that are not comprehended by any segment 
of Christians who do not understand the two apartment ministry of the heavenly High Priest. The “gospel” proclaimed by 
the “little horn” power virtually justifies sin and therefore logically upholds Satan’s rebellion. This is the secret of the 
lawlessness that pervades the modern world on all levels. All churches everywhere desperately need to have the gospel of 
the three angels’ messages in verity effectively communicated to them. 
 
I saw the rapidity with which this delusion [spiritualism] was spreading. A train of cars was shown me, going with the 
speed of lightning. The angel bade me look carefully. I fixed my eyes upon the train. It seemed that the whole world was on 
board; that there could not be one left. Said the angel, “They are binding in bundles ready to burn.” Then he showed me the 
conductor, who appeared like a stately, fair person, whom all the passengers looked up to and reverenced. I was 
perplexed, and asked my attending angel who it was. [Why would Ellen White have to ask that question if it is so easy to 
recognize him?] He said, “It is Satan. He is the conductor in the form of an angel of light” (EW 88). 
 
Unless divine power is brought into the experience of the people of God, false theories and erroneous ideas will take 
minds captive, Christ and His righteousness will be dropped out of the experience of many, and their faith will be without 
power or life (RH September 3, 1889). 
 
Honesty and policy will not work together in the same mind. In time, either policy will be expelled, and truth and honesty 
reign supreme, or, if policy is cherished, honesty will be forgotten. They are never in agreement; they have nothing in 
common. One is the prophet of Baal, the other is the true prophet of God (5T 96). 
 
A true sense of the sacrifice and intercession of the dear Saviour will break the heart that has become hardened in sin; and 
love, thankfulness, and humility will come into the soul. The surrender of the heart to Jesus subdues the rebel into a 
penitent … This is the true religion of the Bible; everything short of this is a deception (4T 625). 
 
A new order of things has come into the ministry. There is a desire to pattern after other churches, and simplicity and 
humility are almost unknown. … Some open revival meetings, and by this means call large numbers into the church. But 
when the excitement is over, where are the converted ones? Repentance and confession of sin are not seen. The sinner is 
entreated to believe in Christ and accept Him without regard to his past life of sin and rebellion. The heart is not broken. 
There is no contrition of soul. The supposed converted ones have not fallen upon the Rock, Christ Jesus (Undated MS, 111). 
 
Where is that Rock, that we may fall upon it and be “broken”? The good news is better than Baal wants us to believe. 
Falling upon that “Rock” does not destroy self-esteem or in any way harm one’s true personality. One’s personality 
experiences a resurrection with Christ when the sinful love of self is crucified with Him. Christ never destroys anyone; but 
this experience of taking up our cross is the only way the heavenly High Priest can put us 
together right, both for time and for eternity. 
 



What would the Saviour do if he should come to us as he did to the Jews? He would have to do a similar work in clearing 
away the rubbish of tradition and ceremony. The Jews were greatly disturbed when he did this work.... The blindness of 
the Pharisees is an illustration of how people who claim great light and knowledge can so misunderstand and 
misrepresent the work of God. Glorious truths have been buried out of sight, and have been made lusterless and 
unattractive by error and superstition (RH, June 4, 1889). 
 
We shall have to meet unbelief in every form in the world, but it is when we meet unbelief in those who should be leaders 
of [God’s] people, that our souls are wounded (ibid., March 4, 1890) 
 
The denial of John 3:16 is implicit in our “insubordination” because resisting Christ is involved in it. When this is seen, 
there will come a repentance commensurate with the transgression. The difficulty is that the transgression has not yet 
been appreciated for its true nature. We have not yet seen ourselves as Heaven sees us. 1888 RE-EXAMINED - Robert J. 
Wieland and Donald K. Short. 
 
The appeal for corporate repentance over the 1888 session was firmly, officially rejected: “We do not believe that [a 
denominational repentance] is according to God’s plan and purpose.” “You will not wish to press your rather critical views 
nor circulate them any further” (General Conference, Defense Literature Committee letter, December 4, 1951). The 
General Conference position was that a denominational repentance is unnecessary and inappropriate in view of our large 
baptisms in the “double our membership” program in the 1950’s, and our widespread denominational and institutional 
prosperity. 
 
When truth is hard to swallow, this is how it is treated: It is evident that the authors have revealed considerable 
amateurishness in both research and use of facts.  There is a consistent pattern throughout the manuscript of using 
quotations out of their true setting.... The thesis of “1888 Re-examined” is a serious reflection upon the literary ethics of its 
authors....Having proved themselves guilty of distortion of facts and misapplication of statements from the Spirit of 
Prophecy, the authors of “1888 Re-examined” have produced a manuscript that is detrimental to the church, derogatory to 
the leaders of the church, and to uninformed individuals who may happen to read it (A Further Appraisal of the 
Manuscript “1888 Reexamined pp. 47-49). 
 
If the Protestant churches of the 1800’s possessed the essence of our 1888 message as asserted by N. F. Pease, in his 1962 
book “By Faith Alone”, how could it be “the third angel’s message in verity”? Where is the uniqueness of a Seventh-day 
Adventist evangel? 
 
Were we not told at that time that the angel of God said, “Do not take that step; you do not know what is in that”? “I can’t 
take time to tell you what is in that, but the angel has said, Do not do it.” The papacy was in it. That was what the Lord was 
trying to tell us, to get us to understand.... Is there anybody in this house who was there at that time that cannot see now 
what that was back there? (1893 Bulletin. p. 265). 
 
Ever since the laymen started their work, the officialdom has always blamed them. This can be confirmed in such 
statements: The leadership and the ministry are faithful, the laity are not: “Adventist pastors and evangelists have 
announced this vital truth from church pulpits and public platforms, with hearts aflame with love for Christ.” But “to many 
church members the message of righteousness by faith has become a dry theory.... They have neglected the light.... They 
have failed.... Their poor souls are naked and destitute.... They will soon be rejected by their Lord” (A. V. Olson, General 
Conference vice-president “Through Crisis to Victory, 1888-1901” pp. 238, 239; emphasis added). The logical end of this 
thesis is the Roman Catholic concept of a faithful hierarchy and an unfaithful laity. 
 
The 1888 messengers’ books are based on the Bible alone (e.g., Christ and His Righteousness, The Gospel in Creation, The 
Glad Tidings, The Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection, which use no Ellen White statements). Their message was a 
beautiful demonstration of the power inherent in a pure Scripture message of righteousness by faith. To denigrate it thus 
implies logically a disregard of Ellen White’s endorsements. 
 
Nothing is gained by expressing criticism about those who failed in this movement but we can all learn a lesson in 
contrition. Multitudes of Christians in popular churches place undue reliance on preconceived judgments that cannot 
endure the test of truth. How can we Seventh-day Adventists help them unless we ourselves are loyal to truth, even at the 
cost of personal sacrifice or reputation? 
 
In 1980, Selected Messages, Book Three, was published with a 33-page chapter on “The Minneapolis Conference.” Seven 
pages are again taken up with additional inserted “Historical Backgrounds.” Although there was a “tragic setback,” a 
“gradual change for the better ... ensued in the five or six years after Minneapolis” (p. 162). Yet Ellen White’s strongest 
testimonies of reproof for post-1888 unbelief are dated seven or eight years after Minneapolis. (Ellen White’s clear 
reference to a negative “vote” taken at Minneapolis is deleted from her Ms. 24,1888 document that forms the bulk of the 
chapter; cf. p. 176). 
 



In 1980, Selected Messages, Book Three, was published with a 33-page chapter on “The Minneapolis Conference.” Seven 
pages are again taken up with additional inserted “Historical Backgrounds.” Although there was a “tragic setback,” a 
“gradual change for the better ... ensued in the five or six years after Minneapolis” (p. 162). Yet Ellen White’s strongest 
testimonies of reproof for post-1888 unbelief are dated seven or eight years after Minneapolis. (Ellen White’s clear 
reference to a negative “vote” taken at Minneapolis is deleted from her Ms. 24,1888 document that forms the bulk of the 
chapter; cf. p. 176). 
 
Again we are reminded that we must all seek the Lord’s guidance in our search for vital  truth. It would seem that 1888 
presents a problem unique in the long history of God’s confrontations with His people. There is a precious truth involved 
therein that seems more elusive than any in the history of past ages. How else could it be possible that scholars and 
leaders who possess the most outstanding opportunities for knowledge in all time should fail to recognize the obvious 
evidence? Repentance is incumbent on all of us; we should all inquire, “Lord, is it I?” 
 
Our mishandling of the evidence is more serious than financial fiascoes. Were our enemies to research this history, we 
would be embarrassed. Our poor relation to truth keeps us in an unrepentant, lukewarm Laodicean state. The simple 
solution is an honest faith that includes a belief of truth and an open, contrite recognition of it. The hour is late, but thank 
God it is not too late for a new spirit of fidelity. 
 
We have been told that the unfallen universe is watching. The honor of the Lord Himself is at stake. We know that 
someday there must be a people in whose “mouth [is] found no guile” (Revelation 14:5). The number is almost made up. 
 
Our history is as much a part of the great sacred record of the battle between truth and error as is the crossing of the Red 
Sea by Israel, and their descendants’ stoning of Stephen many centuries later. The root fads of our last century’s history 
are now beginning to filter through to the world-wide church. The question now is, Will we accept our history, or will we 
also “stone Stephen”? 
 
After a century of delay, it is time to see how the cause of God is imperiled. We have already witnessed the first-fruit of the 
1888 rejection in the “alpha” pantheistic crisis of the early 1900's. Now we are in the time when the “omega” is due. The 
“alpha” was “received even by men who ... had long experience in the truth, ... those whom we thought sound in the faith” 
(Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, p. 37). “The omega will follow, and will be received by those who are not willing to 
heed the warning God has given” (No. 2, p. 50). The great controversy continues and the dragon is wroth with the 
“woman” and will spare no efforts to win. 
 
The Lord’s method of true and lasting church growth is simplicity itself. Note how a true message of righteousness by faith 
will be the “light” that will do the work: We shall all come together to that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge of the 
Son of God; we shall become mature people, reaching to the very height of Christ’s full stature. Then we shall no longer be 
children, carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind of the teaching of deceitful men, who lead others 
into error by the tricks they invent. Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit of love [agape], we must grow up in every way 
to Christ, who is the head. Under his control all the different parts of the body fit together, and the whole body is held 
together by every joint with which it is provided. So when each separate part works as it should, the whole body grows 
and builds itself up through love [agape] (Ephesians 4:14-16, TEV). 
 
Something must happen in the end-time that has never happened before. Millenniums of defeat must be reversed. This is 
the only way the cleansing of the sanctuary can be completed. Daniel’s prophecy declares that it “shall” be done (8:14). 
The Lord will purify His church so that it may give the last message to lighten the earth. 
 
God’s work can be finished in an incredibly short time. But it will require the repentance of the ages, an understanding of 
truth for which, in our imagined prosperity and success, we have not felt a hunger and thirst. It will require the correction 
of theological confusion and a humbling of hearts. It will require the abandonment of worldly policies and their man-made 
strategies. It will produce a true and lasting unity and harmony among believers. Discordant “pluralism” will vanish. Every 
species of legalism will die. Fanaticism will discredit itself and die away. 
 
Finally, the ultimate experience awaiting the church is like that which Jesus went through at Gethsemane. Only His very 
own will be willing to accept it, but He has staked the honor of His throne on His confidence that they will. 
 
Facing the cross is what Peter would not accept, until he was converted. He denied his Lord; only a similar modern denial 
of Christ can account for the supreme self-centered motivation that continually expresses the concern that “I get to 
heaven.” It was heaven that Christ forsook with no assurance that He would ever return—so that sin and death might be 
eradicated from the universe. True faith in Him is not centered on our receiving a reward. 
 



When His people gladly accept all the truth that He has for them, they will fulfill the same role that Christ filled when He 
was on earth. That “short period of three years was as long as the world could endure the presence of the Redeemer” (DA 
541). When the power of Satan is broken among the Lord’s people, the unbelieving world will not be able longer to endure 
their presence. They will have demonstrated true righteousness by faith, that closer intimacy with the world’s Saviour that 
He still offers as He continues knocking at our door.  The three years He lasted will be accorded to His people to 
demonstrate that righteousness and face the wrath of the gentiles but for the sake of the elect that period am convicted it 
will be shorted. 
 
Non-Adventist Newspaper endorsing our message while we refuse it, notice: Topeka newspaper:  
 
It is Christ’s obedience that avails and not ours that brings righteousness to us. Well then let us stop trying to do the will of 
God in our own strength. Stop it all. Put it away from you forever. Let Christ’s obedience do it all for you and gain the 
strength to pull the bow so that you can hit the mark.... In the fact that the law demands perfection lies the hope of 
mankind, because if it could overlook a sin to a single degree, no one could ever be free from sin, as the law would never 
make that sin known, and it could never be forgiven, by which alone man can be saved. The day is coming when the law 
will have revealed the last sin and we will stand perfect before Him and be saved with an eternal salvation ... It is a token of 
His love for us, therefore, whenever a sin is made known to you, it is a token of God’s love for you, because the Saviour 
stands ready to take it away (May 14,1889). It is only by faith in Christ that we can say we are Christians. It is only through 
being one with him that we can be Christians, and only through Christ within us that we keep the commandments—it 
being all by faith in Christ that we do and say these things. When the day comes that we actually keep the commandments 
of God, we will never die, because keeping the commandments is righteousness, and righteousness and life are 
inseparable—so, “Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,” and what is the result? These 
people are translated. Life, then, and keeping the commandments go together. If we die now, Christ’s righteousness will be 
imputed to us and we will be raised, but those who live to the end are made sinless before He comes, having so much of 
Christ’s being in them that they “hit the mark” every time, and stand blameless without an intercessor, because Christ 
leaves the sanctuary sometime before He comes to earth (May 18, 1889; the newspaper attributes this sermon to W. C. 
White). 
 
Faith is a heart-appreciation of God’s sacrificial love, irrespective of hope of reward or fear of being lost. It overcomes 
egocentricity and lukewarmness. 
 
The sacrifice of Christ is more than a contingent “provision.” It has done something for “every man.” The physical life of 
“every man” is the purchase of Christ’s blood. Every loaf of bread is stamped with His cross. Thus His sacrifice has legally 
justified “all men.” It is He who takes the loving initiative. 
 
The gospel is “good news” of what God has done and is doing for you now. He has “drawn” you all your life (Jer. 31:3; Jn. 
12:32). Do not resist Him, and you will be saved. The pure gospel motivates to a lasting heart response of faith. 
 
God has already accepted you in Christ. To Him, the soul who has never understood the gospel is a lost sheep, not a wolf; a 
lost coin, not junk; a wandering prodigal son, not a stranger. 
 
Sin pays its wages—death. The second death mercifully ends the misery of the lost. God’s love is manifested in their fate. 
 
His forgiveness actually takes away the sin, which He still hates and can never excuse. The forgiven one now hates the sin. 
The “final atonement” brings the “blotting out of sin” in the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary. 
 
If one understands and appreciates the pure, true gospel as good news, it is easy to be saved, and hard to be lost. Christ’s 
yoke is easy, His burden light. 
 
When God “declares” one to be righteous, He cannot lie. Justification by faith goes further than a mere legal declaration. It 
makes the believer obedient to all the commandments of God. 
 
Sin is more than the mere breaking of a taboo; it is a refusal to appreciate God’s true character of love revealed at the 
cross. In this Day of Atonement, the Holy Spirit will reveal all unknown sin. 
 
1888 MESSAGE “Made under the law” means under the moral law. Christ was not “exempt” from our genetic inheritance; 
yet He did not sin. To do His Father’s will, He had to deny His own will; He denied self. 
 



POST 1888 
“Made under the law” in Gal. 4:4 means that Christ was made under the Jewish ceremonial law (cf. Seventh-day Adventist 
Bible Commentary, Vol. 6, p. 966).  
 
1888 MESSAGE 
Christ “took” fallen, sinful nature of man after the fall, was sent “in the likeness of sinful flesh,” not in its unlikeness. He was 
“exempt” from nothing. The reason He did not sin was He chose not to. He was Love incarnate. He is both our Substitute 
and Exemplar. 
 
POST 1888 
Christ’s flesh and nature in the incarnation were different from ours. He was “exempt” from our genetic inheritance, and 
took only the sinless nature of Adam as it was before the fall (cf. Questions on Doctrine, p. 383, and heading, p. 650).   
 
1888 MESSAGE 
To deny Christ’s full temptation is to deny His true incarnation. Unlike the sinless Adam, He was also tempted from within 
as we are, yet without sin. There is no sinner whom He cannot succour. 
 
POST 1888 
It was “impossible,” “useless,” and “unnecessary” for Christ to be truly tempted in all points like as we are (Ministry 
Magazine, January, 1961).  
 
Righteousness by faith imposes an extremely high standard—that of Christ Himself. He is the Exemplar who ministers that 
grace fully to believers. He will return when He sees His character perfectly reflected in His people. This is realized by 
faith, not by works. 
 
1 John 2:1 says that for His people to stop sinning is the purpose of His sacrifice on the cross. It is not to excuse the 
perpetuation of sin. This becomes effective when they grasp the principle of corporate guilt—their relationship to “the 
sins of the whole world.” Heaven will aid the believers in overcoming “even as” Christ overcame. 
 
Everything depends on your believing that God is holding on to your hand. What makes the Christian life appear so 
difficult is an eclipse of the gospel of Christ’s righteousness. “The love of Christ constraineth us.” 
 
1888 MESSAGE 
To believe and teach righteousness by faith clearly in relation to the cleansing of the sanctuary is to catalyze the church 
and the world in a single generation and finish the gospel task. (This has not yet truly been done). 
 
POST 1888 
We can believe, exemplify, and teach true righteousness by faith for many decades, and God’s work not be finished. (We 
have done this for a century).   
 
1888 MESSAGE 
Christ is eager to return as a bridegroom eager for a wedding. He will come whenever His Bride makes herself ready. The 
delay is her responsibility. 
 
POST 1888 
The time for Christ’s second coming is irrevocably predetermined by the sovereign will of God, and His people can neither 
hasten nor delay it.  
 
1888 MESSAGE 
The message is distinctly different from that of the popular churches. The “third angel’s message in verity” is biblical, 
“Christ and Him crucified.” 
 
POST 1888 
The 1888 message had its origin in “the creeds of the Protestant churches of the day” (Pease, By Faith Alone, pp. 138, 139). 
We have no distinct gospel.  
 
1888 MESSAGE 
Especially in this respect we are “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” No works program can finish God’s work. 
“This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.” We need the 1888 message He sent us! 
 
POST 1888 
As a people, and particularly as ministers, we understand righteousness by faith correctly. What we need is more works. 
“Let’s forget 1888 and work harder.” 
 



The widely popular view that the 1888 message was accepted a century ago derives from earnest, sincere, well-meaning 
people. Their loyalty to the church and its past leadership is commendable, and gives evidence of an enthusiastic team 
spirit. BUT THIS IS FALSE CAUSE IF IT WERE TRUE, THEN WE WOULD NOT BE HERE COZ THE 1888 MESSAGE IS A LOUD 
CRY 
 
For the better part of a century, we as a people have been prone to revel in this easily prevalent false optimism. The tragic 
consequence is a complementary widespread distrust of the counsel of the True Witness. Would not great spiritual 
blessings result from a full recognition of the truth? Rightly understood, our denominational history is one continual 
commentary on Christ’s words in Revelation 3:14-21, and a call to appropriate repentance. 
 
When those who choose to follow Christ protest against what they believe is apostasy or wrong- doing in the church and 
find themselves opposed, should they conclude that the situation is hopeless? Should they withdraw their support and 
their church membership? 
 
Ellen White likened the Seventh-day Adventist Church to a “noble ship which bears the people of God,” and declared that it 
would sail “safely into port.”  What is the true church? Is the organized church still the fulfillment of the Revelation 12 
prophecy of “the remnant of [the woman’s] seed, which keep the commandments of God, and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ” (vs. 17)? Or is the true “remnant” merely a non-cohesive, unorganized, nongroup scattering of “faithful souls”? Is 
this how God works? These questions probe into the reasons for our existence as a people for nearly 150 years. 
 
No intelligent person would dare say that a nominal connection with the organized church can guarantee an individual’s 
personal salvation. Of course not. That’s not the issue. The important question is whether church membership and 
supporting the church are valid duties which the Lord requires of “faithful souls.” What is “the mind of Christ” toward the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church? If we can determine the answer to that question, we can know what our “mind” toward it 
should be. 
 
God has never changed that covenant and He cannot change it. Through all the centuries of ancient Israel’s and Judah’s 
apostasies, the Lord remained faithful to His promise. In the days of Elijah and the apostate king Ahab and his wicked 
queen Jezebel, Israel was still Israel. At the nadir of Judah’s history in Jeremiah’s day when the Lord gave them up to be 
taken captive to Babylon, they were still the Lord’s denominated people. They never became Babylon, although they were 
in captivity in Babylon. Only those who refused to come back at the end of the Captivity lost their place in history. The 
covenant still extended to those who retained their denominated identity, and through them the Messiah finally came. 
 
This is not to say that fleshly descent from Abraham made any individual to be an heir of the covenant. Always it was “in 
Isaac [that] thy seed shall be called.” “They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (Rom. 9:7; Gal. 3:7). 
The true Israel were always those who had the faith of Abraham. But they were always to be a denominated, identifiable 
people, according to God’s plan, so they could function efficiently to evangelize the world. Even Naaman’s wife’s servant 
girl preserved that loyal relationship in her slavery and won souls. 
 
The early Christian church of the apostles was not an appendage or an offshoot from Israel. It was the true Israel. This was 
because its members cherished the faith of Abraham. From its very beginning when Jesus called the first disciples, His 
church was an organized, denominated body. Through the years of His earthly ministry it was tightly  organized with Him 
as its Head. 
 
In the early days of Seventh-day Adventists, battles were fought over organization, with fanatical anarchists rebelling 
against proper discipline within the body TM 26-29.  The Holy Spirit set His unmistakable seal of approval on the need for 
order. Our pioneers saw the denominated Seventh-day Adventist Church in its organized state as the fulfillment of 
Revelation 12:17 and 14:12. They saw it as divinely appointed to function efficiently to proclaim the message to the world 
and prepare a people for the coming of the Lord. FE 254: 1T 271,413; 3T 501. 
 
True Seventh-day Adventists are more concerned for the honor and vindication of Christ than for their own personal 
reward. They think primarily in terms of accomplishing His gospel commission for the world rather than their own 
security. For them, self-love has given way to an experience of being crucified with Christ. They are “under grace,” a new 
motivation imposed by an appreciation of His sacrifice, rather than “under law,” their former motivation of spiritual self- 
concern. 
 
An “under law” motivation of self-concern comes from a failure to appreciate righteousness by faith. It has poisoned the 
application of our principles of church organization. James and Ellen White pleaded for recognizing Christ as the true 
Leader of  the church. (ibid., January 4, 1881). 
 
At no time during His public ministry does Christ intimate that any one of His disciples should be designated as their 
leader ... And there is no intimation that the apostles of Christ designated one of their number above another as their 
leader ... Christ, then, is the leader of His people in all the ages ... Christ will lead His people, if they will be led (James 
White, RH December 1, 1874).  
 



It was not the design of God that any system of organization should exist in the Christian Church that would take the 
leadership from Christ. The minister who throws himself on any Conference Committee for direction, takes himself out of 
the hands of Christ. May God preserve to us our organization and form of church discipline in its original form (ibid., 
January 4, 1881). 
 
The best hope for an ultimately successful proclamation of the last message to the world is a repentant Seventh-day 
Adventist Church that not only proclaims the message with crystal clarity but demonstrates without question that it 
works. This was Ellen White’s conviction; in the midst of the 1888-era unbelief, she had hope for reformation: (2SM 390; 
1892, TM 49,57,58; 1893, 3 SM 18; 1893, TM 410; 1898, GCB 1901, pp. 463,464). 
 
I told [Mrs. Lida Scott] how Mother regarded the experience of the remnant church, and of her positive teaching that God 
would not permit this denomination to so fully apostatize that there would be the coming out of another church (Letter, 
May 23,1915). 
 
“Christian” employees unconsciously demonstrate their true spirit by speaking of the church as “you” or “they.” They 
couldn’t care less for its honor or prosperity. But true believers in Christ manifest a corporate oneness with the church, 
speaking of it instinctively as “we.” They are more concerned for its honor as representing Christ than for their own 
personal reward. 
 
The time has come for a thorough reformation to take place. When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer will actuate 
every believer, and will banish from the church the spirit of discord and strife ... There will be no confusion, because all 
will be in harmony with the mind of the Spirit ... All will pray understandingly the prayer that Christ taught His servants: 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” (ibid., pp. 250, 251). 
 
Hopefully, this generation will come to realize our true spiritual need as a people, and experience a hunger and thirst for 
the righteousness (by faith) that the Lord in His great mercy tried to give us. Repentance cannot be worked up by 
ourselves or forced even by the publication of overwhelming documentary evidence. It remains a precious gift from God. 
We hope and we pray that He will graciously give it to this generation. 
 
System of truth crowded out faith in Jesus 
 
My brethren, we are living in a most solemn period of this earth's history. There is never time to sin; it is always perilous 
to continue in transgression; but in a special sense is this true at the present time. We are now upon the very borders of 
the eternal world and stand in a more solemn relation to time and to eternity than ever before. Now let every person 
search his own heart, and plead for the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to expel all spiritual darkness and 
cleanse from defilement. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." Through faith, irrespective of feeling, Jesus, the Author of our salvation, the Finisher of our faith, will, by 
His precious grace, strengthen the moral powers, and the sinner may reckon himself "to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ." Simple faith, with the love of Christ in the soul, unites the believer to God. While toiling in 
battle as a faithful soldier of Christ, he has the sympathy of the whole loyal universe. The ministering angels are round 
about him to aid in the conflict, so that he may boldly say, "The Lord is my helper," "the Lord is my strength and my 
shield;" I shall not be overcome. "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."  {TM 
147.1} 
 

Communion with God imparts to the soul an intimate knowledge of His will. But many who profess the faith know 
not what true conversion is. They have no experience in communion with the Father through Jesus Christ, and have 
never felt the power of divine grace to sanctify the heart. Praying and sinning, sinning and praying, their lives are full 
of malice, deceit, envy, jealousy, and self-love. The prayers of this class are an abomination to God. True prayer 
engages the energies of the soul and affects the life. He who thus pours out his wants before God feels the 
emptiness of everything else under heaven. "All my desire is before Thee," said David, "and my groaning is not hid 
from Thee." "My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?" "When I 
remember these things, I pour out my soul in me." {4T 534.4} 
 

The true penitent does not put his past sins from his remembrance. He does not, as soon as he has obtained peace, 
grow unconcerned in regard to the mistakes he has made. He thinks of those who have been led into evil by his 
course, and tries in every possible way to lead them back into the true path. The clearer the light that he has 
entered into, the stronger is his desire to set the feet of others in the right way. He does not gloss over his wayward 
course, making his wrong a light thing, but lifts the danger signal, that others may take warning. {PK 78.2} 

 
There are many even among those who teach the truth to others who will not receive the seal of God in their foreheads. 
They had the light of truth, they knew their Master's will, they understood every point of our faith, but they had not 
corresponding works. These who were so familiar with prophecy and the treasures of divine wisdom should have acted 



their faith. They should have commanded their households after them, that by a well-ordered family they might present to 
the world the influence of the truth upon the human heart.  {5T 213.2}   
 

We must have a converted ministry. The efficiency and power attending a truly converted minister would make the 
hypocrites in Zion tremble and sinners afraid. The standard of truth and holiness is trailing in the dust. If those who 
sound the solemn notes of warning for this time could realize their accountability to God they would see the 
necessity for fervent prayer. When the cities were hushed in midnight slumber, when every man had gone to his 
own house, Christ, our Example, would repair to the Mount of Olives, and there, amid the overshadowing trees, 
would spend the entire night in prayer. He who was Himself without the taint of sin,--a treasure house of blessing; 
whose voice was heard in the fourth watch of the night by the terrified disciples upon the stormy sea, in heavenly 
benediction; and whose word could summon the dead from their graves,--He it was who made supplication with 
strong crying and tears. He prayed not for Himself, but for those whom He came to save. As He became a suppliant, 
seeking at the hand of His Father fresh supplies of strength, and coming forth refreshed and invigorated as man's 
substitute, He identified Himself with suffering humanity and gave them an example of the necessity of prayer. {4T 
528.1} 

 
Has your character been transformed? Has darkness been exchanged for light, the love of sin for the love of purity and 
holiness? Have you been converted, who are engaged in teaching the truth to others? Has there been in you a thorough, 
radical change? Have you woven Christ into your character? You need not be in uncertainty in this matter. Has the Sun of 
Righteousness risen and been shining in your soul? If so, you know it; and if you do not know whether you are converted 
or not, never preach another discourse from the pulpit until you do. How can you lead souls to the fountain of life of which 
you have not drunk yourself? Are you a sham, or are you really a son of God? Are you serving God, or are you serving 
idols? Are you transformed by the Spirit of God, or are you yet dead in your trespasses and sins? To be sons of God means 
more than many dream of, because they have not been converted. Men are weighed in the balance and found wanting 
when they are living in the practice of any known sin. It is the privilege of every son of God to be a true Christian moment 
by moment; then he has all heaven enlisted on his side. He has Christ abiding in his heart by faith.  {TM 440.2}   
 
Let no one deceive his own soul in this matter. If you harbor pride, self-esteem, a love for the supremacy, vainglory, unholy 
ambition, murmuring, discontent, bitterness, evil speaking, lying, deception, slandering, you have not Christ abiding in 
your heart, and the evidence shows that you have the mind and character of Satan, not of Jesus Christ, who was meek and 
lowly of heart. You must have a Christian character that will stand. You may have good intentions, good impulses, can 
speak the truth understandingly, but you are not fit for the kingdom of heaven. Your character has in it base material, 
which destroys the value of the gold. You have not reached the standard. The impress of the divine is not upon you. The 
furnace fires would consume you, because you are worthless, counterfeit gold.  {TM 441.2}   
 
There must be thorough conversions among those who claim to believe the truth, or they will fall in the day of trial. God's 
people must reach a high standard. They must be a holy nation, a peculiar people, a chosen generation--zealous of good 
works.  {TM 441.3} 
 
Many who are explaining the Scriptures to others have not conscientiously and entirely surrendered mind and heart and 
life to the control of the Holy Spirit. They love sin and cling to it. I have been shown that impure practices, pride, 
selfishness, self-glorying, have closed the door of the heart even of those who teach the truth to others, so that the frown of 
God is upon them. Cannot some renovating power take hold of them? Have they fallen a prey to a moral disease which is 
incurable because they themselves refuse to be cured? Oh, that everyone who labors in word and doctrine would heed the 
words of Paul, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."  {TM 160.3} 
 
We have been asked why it is that there is so little power in the churches, why there is so little efficiency among our 
teachers. The answer is that it is because known sin in various forms is cherished among the professed followers of Christ, 
and the conscience becomes hardened by long violation. The answer is that men do not walk with God but separate 
company with Jesus, and as a result we see manifested in the church selfishness, covetousness, pride, strife, contention, 
hard-heartedness, licentiousness, and evil practices. Even among those who preach the sacred word of God, this state of 
evil is found; and unless there is thorough reformation among those who are unholy and unsanctified, it would be better 
that such men should leave the ministry, and choose some other occupation, where their unregenerate thoughts would 
not bring disaster upon the people of God.  {TM 162.1} 
 
The accession of members who have not been renewed in heart and reformed in life is a source of weakness to the church. 
This fact is often ignored. Some ministers and churches are so desirous of securing an increase of numbers that they do 
not bear faithful testimony against unchristian habits and practices. Those who accept the truth are not taught that they 
cannot safely be worldlings in conduct while they are Christians in name. Heretofore they were Satan's subjects; 
henceforth they are to be subjects of Christ. The life must testify to the change of leaders. Public opinion favors a 
profession of Christianity. Little self-denial or self-sacrifice is required in order to put on a form of godliness and to have 
one's name enrolled upon the church book. Hence many join the church without first becoming united to Christ. In this 



Satan triumphs. Such converts are his most efficient agents. They serve as decoys to other souls. They are false lights, 
luring the unwary to perdition. It is in vain that men seek to make the Christian's path broad and pleasant for worldlings. 
God has not smoothed or widened the rugged, narrow way. If we would enter into life, we must follow the same path 
which Jesus and His disciples trod--the path of humility, self-denial, and sacrifice.  {5T 172.2} 
 
Take heed lest by your example you place other souls in peril. It is a terrible thing to lose our own soul, but to pursue a 
course that will cause the loss of other souls is still more terrible. That our influence should be a savor of death unto death 
is a terrible thought, and yet it is possible. With what earnestness, then, we should guard our thoughts, our words, our 
habits, our dispositions. God calls for personal holiness. Only by revealing the character of Christ can we cooperate with 
Him in saving souls.--Review and Herald, December 22, 1904.  {TM 158.2} 
 
Some are too indolent to make a success of life in business matters and are deficient in the experience necessary to make 
them good Christians in a private capacity; yet they feel competent to engage in the work which is of all others the most 
difficult, that of dealing with minds and trying to convert souls from error to the truth. The hearts of some of these 
ministers are not sanctified by the truth. All such are merely stumbling blocks to sinners and are standing in the way of 
real laborers. It will take more stern labor to educate them to right ideas, that they may not injure the cause of God, than to 
do the work. God cannot be glorified or His cause advanced by unconsecrated workmen who are entirely deficient in the 
qualifications necessary to make a gospel minister. Some young ministers who go forth to labor for others need 
themselves to be thoroughly converted to the genuine religion of the Bible.  {3T 551.3} 
 
I have been shown that there is danger of our young ministers entering the field and engaging in the work of teaching the 
truth to others when they are not fitted for the sacred work of God. They have no just sense of the sacredness of the work 
for this time. They feel a desire to be connected with the work, but they fail to bear the burdens lying directly in the 
pathway of duty. They do that which costs them but little taxation and inconvenience, and neglect to put their whole souls 
into the work.  {3T 551.2} 
 
 
 


