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Spirit of Prophecy Volume 4 (4SP) 
 
FOR THREE YEARS THE SON OF GOD KNOCKED AT THE GATE OF THE IMPENITENT CITY. He came to his 
vineyard seeking fruit. Israel had been as a vine transplanted from Egypt into a genial soil. He dug about his 
vine; he pruned and cherished it. He was unwearied in his efforts to save this vine of his own planting. FOR 
THREE YEARS THE LORD OF LIGHT AND GLORY HAD GONE IN AND OUT AMONG HIS PEOPLE. He healed 
the sick; he comforted the sorrowing; he raised the dead; he spoke pardon and peace to the repentant. He 
gathered about him the weak and the weary, the helpless and the desponding, and extended to all, without 
respect to age or character, the invitation of mercy: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and 
I will give you rest." [Matthew 11:28.]  {4SP 19.2}. Regardless of indifference and contempt, he had 
steadfastly pursued his ministry of love. No frown upon his brow repelled the suppliant. Himself subjected to 
privation and reproach, he had lived to scatter blessings in his path, to plead with men to accept the gift of 
life. The waves of mercy, beaten back by the stubborn heart, returned in a tide of untiring love. But Israel had 
turned from her best friend and only helper. The pleadings of his love had been despised, his counsels 
spurned, his warnings ridiculed.  {4SP 20.1}.  THE HOUR OF GRACE AND REPRIEVE WAS FAST PASSING; 
THE CUP OF GOD'S LONG-DEFERRED WRATH WAS ALMOST FULL. THE CLOUD OF WRATH THAT HAD 
BEEN GATHERING THROUGH AGES OF APOSTASY AND REBELLION, WAS ABOUT TO BURST UPON A 
GUILTY PEOPLE, AND HE WHO ALONE COULD SAVE THEM FROM THEIR IMPENDING FATE HAD BEEN 
SLIGHTED, ABUSED, REJECTED, AND WAS SOON TO BE CRUCIFIED. WHEN CHRIST SHOULD HANG ON 
CALVARY'S CROSS, ISRAEL'S DAY AS A NATION FAVORED AND BLESSED OF GOD WOULD BE ENDED. The 
loss of even one soul is a calamity in comparison with which the gain of a world sinks into insignificance; but 
as Christ looked upon Jerusalem, the doom of a whole city, a whole nation, was before him; that city, that 
nation which had once been the chosen of God,--his peculiar treasure.  {4SP 20.2}. Prophets had wept over 
the apostasy of Israel. Jeremiah wished that his eyes were a fountain of tears, that he might "weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of his people." What, then, was the grief of Him whose prophetic glance 
took in, not years, but ages? He beholds the destroying angel hovering over the ancient metropolis of 
patriarchs and prophets. From the ridge of Olivet, the very spot afterward occupied by Titus and his army, he 
looks across the valley upon the sacred courts and porticoes, and with tear-blinded eyes he sees, in awful 
perspective, the walls surrounded by alien armies. He hears the tread of the hosts mustering for battle. He 
hears the voice of mothers and children crying for bread in the besieged city. He sees her holy and beautiful 
house, her palaces and towers, given to the flames, and where once they stood, only a heap of smoldering 
ruins.  {4SP 20.3}.   He looks down the ages, and sees the covenant people scattered in every land, like wrecks 
on a desert shore. He sees in the temporal retribution about to fall upon her children, but the first draught 
from that cup of wrath which at the final Judgment she must drain to its dregs. Divine pity, yearning love, 
finds utterance in the mournful words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" [Matthew 23:37.] Oh that thou, a nation favored 
above every other, hadst known the time of thy visitation, and the things that belong unto thy peace! I have 
stayed the angel of justice, I have called thee to repentance, but all in vain. It is not merely servants, delegates, 
and prophets, whom thou hast refused and rejected, but the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. If thou art 
destroyed, thou art alone responsible. "Ye will not come to me that ye might have life."  {4SP 21.1}. Christ 
saw in Jerusalem a symbol of a world hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and rushing on to meet the 
retributive judgments of God. The woes of a fallen race, pressing upon his soul, forced from his lips that 
exceeding bitter cry. He saw the record of sin traced in human misery, in tears and blood; his heart was 
moved with infinite pity for the afflicted and suffering ones of earth; he yearned to relieve all. But he 
knew that even his hand might not turn back the incoming tide of human woe; few would seek their only 
source of help. He was willing to suffer and to die to bring salvation within their reach; but few would 
come to him that they might have life.  {4SP 22.1}. The Majesty of Heaven in tears! the Son of the infinite 
God troubled in spirit, bowed down with anguish! The scene filled all Heaven with wonder. That scene 
reveals to us the exceeding sinfulness of sin; it shows how hard a task it is, even for infinite power, to save the 
guilty from the consequences of transgressing the law of God. Jesus, looking down to the last generation, saw 
the world inclosed in a deception similar to that which caused the destruction of Jerusalem. The great sin of 
the Jews was their rejection of Christ; the great sin of the Christian world would be their rejection of the law 
of God, the foundation of his government in Heaven and earth. The precepts of Jehovah would be despised 
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and set at naught. Millions in bondage to sin, slaves of Satan, doomed to suffer the second death, would refuse 
to listen to the words of truth in their day of visitation. Terrible blindness! strange infatuation!  {4SP 22.2}. 
TWO DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER, WHEN CHRIST HAD FOR THE LAST TIME DEPARTED FROM THE 
TEMPLE, AFTER DENOUNCING THE HYPOCRISY OF THE JEWISH RULERS, HE AGAIN WENT OUT WITH HIS 
DISCIPLES TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, AND SEATED HIMSELF WITH THEM UPON A GRASSY SLOPE 
OVERLOOKING THE CITY. ONCE MORE HE GAZED UPON ITS WALLS, ITS TOWERS AND PALACES. ONCE 
MORE HE BEHELD THE TEMPLE IN ITS DAZZLING SPLENDOR, A DIADEM OF BEAUTY CROWNING THE 
SACRED MOUNT.  {4SP 19.2 - 23.1}   
 
 
Desire of Ages (DA) 
 
The Law of the New Kingdom 
 
It is not the highest work of education to communicate knowledge merely, but to impart that vitalizing 
energy which is received through the contact of mind with mind, and soul with soul. It is only life that can 
beget life. What privilege, then, was theirs who FOR THREE YEARS were in daily contact with that divine 
life from which has flowed every life-giving impulse that has blessed the world! Above all his 
companions, John the beloved disciple yielded himself to the power of that wondrous life. He says, "The 
life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us." "Of His fullness have all we received, and grace for 
grace." 1 John 1:2; John 1:16.  {DA 250.2} 
 
When the Greeks inquired of Philip concerning Jesus, he did not seize upon the opportunity of introducing 
them to the Saviour, but he went to tell Andrew. AGAIN, IN THOSE LAST HOURS BEFORE THE CRUCIFIXION, 
the words of Philip were such as to discourage faith. When Thomas said to Jesus, "Lord, we know not whither 
Thou goest; and how can we know the way?" the Saviour answered, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. . . . 
If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also." From Philip came the response of unbelief: 
"Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us." John 14:5-8. So slow of heart, so weak in faith, was that 
disciple who FOR THREE YEARS had been with Jesus.  {DA 292.2} 
 
"Which of you convicteth [Revised Version] Me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe Me?" Day 
by day FOR THREE YEARS His enemies had been following Christ, trying to find some stain in His 
character. Satan and all the confederacy of evil had been seeking to overcome Him; but they had found 
nothing in Him by which to gain an advantage. Even the devils were forced to confess, "Thou art the Holy One 
of God." Mark 1:24. Jesus lived the law in the sight of heaven, in the sight of unfallen worlds, and in the sight 
of sinful men. Before angels, men, and demons, He had spoken, unchallenged, words that from any other lips 
would have been blasphemy: "I do always those things that please Him."  {DA 467.4} 
 
 
Jesus had now given THREE YEARS OF PUBLIC LABOR to the world. His example of self-denial and 
disinterested benevolence was before them. His life of purity, of suffering and devotion, was known to all. Yet 
this SHORT PERIOD OF THREE YEARS WAS AS LONG AS THE WORLD COULD ENDURE THE PRESENCE OF 
ITS REDEEMER.  {DA 541.3}. His life had been one of persecution and insult. Driven from Bethlehem by a 
jealous king, rejected by His own people at Nazareth, condemned to death without a cause at Jerusalem, 
Jesus, with His few faithful followers, found a temporary asylum in a strange city. He who was ever touched 
by human woe, who healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and speech to the dumb, 
who fed the hungry and comforted the sorrowful, was driven from the people He had labored to save. He who 
walked upon the heaving billows, and by a word silenced their angry roaring, who cast out devils that in 
departing acknowledged Him to be the Son of God, who broke the slumbers of the dead, who held thousands 
entranced by His words of wisdom, was unable to reach the hearts of those who were blinded by prejudice 
and hatred, and who stubbornly rejected the light.  {DA 541.4}. THE TIME OF THE PASSOVER WAS 
DRAWING NEAR, AND AGAIN JESUS TURNED TOWARD JERUSALEM. IN HIS HEART WAS THE PEACE OF 
PERFECT ONENESS WITH THE FATHER'S WILL, AND WITH EAGER STEPS HE PRESSED ON TOWARD THE 
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PLACE OF SACRIFICE. BUT A SENSE OF MYSTERY, OF DOUBT AND FEAR, FELL UPON THE DISCIPLES. THE 
SAVIOUR "WENT BEFORE THEM: AND THEY WERE AMAZED; AND AS THEY FOLLOWED, THEY WERE 
AFRAID."  {DA 547.1}. Again Christ called the twelve about Him, and with greater definiteness than ever 
before, He opened to them His betrayal and sufferings. "Behold," He said, "we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For He shall be 
delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall 
scourge Him, and put Him to death: and the third day He shall rise again. And they understood none of these 
things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken."  {DA 541.3 - 
547.2}   
 
Great Controversy (GC) 
 
FOR THREE YEARS the Lord of light and glory had gone in and out among his people. “He went about doing 
good,” “healing all that were oppressed of the devil,” [Acts 10:38; Luke 4:18; Matthew 11:5.] binding up the 
broken-hearted, setting at liberty them that were bound, restoring sight to the blind, causing the lame to walk 
and deaf to hear, cleansing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the gospel to the poor. [Acts 10:38; 
Luke 4:18; Matthew 11:5.] To all classes alike was addressed the gracious call, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” [Matthew 11:28.]  {GC88 20.2} 
 
Spirit of Prophecy Volume 2 (2SP) 
 
The Saviour understood the plottings of the priests against him; he knew that they longed to remove him 
from their midst, and that their wishes would soon be accomplished; but it was not his place to hasten the 
culminating event, and he withdrew from that region, taking his disciples with him. Jesus had now given 
three years of public labor to the world. His example of self-denial and disinterested benevolence was before 
them. His life of purity, of suffering, and devotion, was known to all. Yet this short period of THREE YEARS 
was as long as the world could endure the presence of its Redeemer.  {2SP 370.2} 
 
Testimonies to the Church Volume 2 (2T) 
 
The Saviour of the world was the adored of angels, He was a prince in the royal courts of heaven; but He laid 
aside His glory and clothed His divinity with humanity. He became the meek and lowly Jesus. He left His 
riches and glory in heaven and became poor that we, through His poverty, might be made rich. THREE YEARS 
He journeyed from place to place, a homeless wanderer. But selfish men will repine and murmur if called 
to leave their little earthly treasure for Christ's sake, or to labor in the work of saving souls for whom He gave 
His precious life. Oh, what ingratitude! No one can appreciate the blessings of redemption unless he feels that 
he can joyfully afford to make any and every sacrifice for the love of Christ. Every sacrifice made for Christ 
enriches the giver, and every suffering and privation endured for His dear sake increases the overcomer's 
final joy in heaven.  {4T 219.2} 
 
Review and Herald (RH) 
 
The various points of truth are not all equally appropriate to be presented to a congregation at any one time. 
EVEN JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, WHO HAD BEEN WITH HIM FOR THREE YEARS, "I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." We must endeavor to present the truth as the people 
are prepared to hear it and to appreciate its value. The Spirit of God is working upon the minds and hearts of 
men, and we are to work in harmony with it. Of some truths they already have a knowledge; there are some 
in which they are interested, of which they are ready to learn more. Show them the deep significance of these 
truths, and their relation to others which they do not understand. Thus you will arouse a desire for greater 
light. This was Paul's manner of labor. It is "rightly dividing the word of truth."  {RH, June 30, 1891 par. 2}   
 
For three years the disciples were under the influence and instruction of Jesus. The Majesty of heaven had 
made them the repositories of his truth, not that they might hoard it up, but that they might let the light of 
heaven shine forth to the world. A woeful state of ignorance prevailed among the people, and it was 
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necessary that light be kindled that would never grow dim, but illuminate the moral darkness that covered 
the earth, and the gross darkness that covered the people. His divine instruction was so simple that the minds 
of the common people were able to comprehend its truth, and yet his teaching was marked by one 
characteristic that set it in contrast with the teaching of all others,--he spake as one having authority. 
Whatever theme he presented, was presented with power, and yet in such a way that it appealed to the 
human heart with its eloquence, and fastened conviction upon the mind. He knew that his doctrine could not 
be controverted, although it might be misrepresented, misapprehended, and wrested from its true meaning 
by those who were condemned by its application. There was marked authority in his requirements and 
promises, and his invitations were full of compassion and entreaty. How tenderly he said to the toiling 
people, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light."  {RH, February 21, 1893 par. 3}. With what power and compassion Jesus cried, "If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this he spake of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive." Again he said: "I am the light of the world," "I am the bread of life," "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life," "I am the good shepherd." Do we believe on him who is the light of the world? and is Jesus in us 
a well of water springing up into life eternal? Are we endowed with the Holy Spirit, so that with heavenly 
wisdom we may meet the emergencies of this age, and counteract as far as possible the movements of the 
world? It is no time now for the watchman to become sleepy, and cease to be a sentinel upon the walls of 
Zion. Peculiar and rapid changes will soon take place, and if the church is not asleep, if the followers of Christ 
watch and pray, they may have light to comprehend and appreciate the movements of the enemy. It is now 
time earnestly to seek the Lord that every one of you may know what is the will of God in reference to the 
part you shall act in the conflict; and when you see an opportunity for labor, obey the indication of the Lord. 
Christ is saying to his people, "Can ye discern the signs of the times?" It is the duty of the watchman to mark 
these signs, and at the cry of the church, "Watchman, what of the night?" give the correct signal, and not 
present that which will be misleading and ruinous. Those who have been, and who still are, diligent students 
of prophecy, are to "prepare the way of the Lord, and to make his paths straight."  {RH, February 21, 1893 
par. 4}   
 
 
Pamphlets 3Red – Redemption 
 
The Saviour understood the plottings of the priests against him; he knew that they longed to remove 
him from their midst, and that their wishes would soon be accomplished; but it was not his place to 
hasten the culminating event, and he withdrew from that region, taking his disciples with him. Jesus had now 
given THREE YEARS OF PUBLIC LABOR TO THE WORLD. His example of self-denial and disinterested 
benevolence was before them. His life of purity, of suffering, and devotion, was known to all. YET THIS 
SHORT PERIOD OF THREE YEARS WAS AS LONG AS THE WORLD COULD ENDURE THE PRESENCE OF ITS 
REDEEMER.  {3Red 112.1}    His life had been one of persecution and insult. Driven from Bethlehem by a 
jealous king, rejected by his own people at Nazareth, condemned to death without a cause at Jerusalem, Jesus, 
with his few faithful followers, finds a temporary asylum in a strange city. He who was ever touched by 
human woe, who healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and speech to the dumb, 
who fed the hungry and comforted the sorrowful, was driven from the people whom he had labored to save. 
He who walked upon the heaving billows and by a word silenced their angry roaring, who cast out devils that 
in departing acknowledged him to be the Son of God, who broke the slumbers of the dead, who held 
thousands entranced by the words of wisdom which fell from his lips, was unable to reach the hearts of those 
who were blinded by prejudice and insane hatred, and who resolutely rejected the light.  {3Red 112.2}. It is 
not the plan of God to compel men to yield their wicked unbelief. Before them are light and darkness, truth 
and error. It is for them to decide which to accept. The human mind is endowed with power to discriminate 
between right and wrong. God designs that men shall not decide from impulse, but from weight of evidence, 
carefully comparing scripture with scripture. Had the Jews laid by their prejudice, and compared written 
prophecy with the facts characterizing the life of Jesus, they would have perceived a beautiful harmony 
between the prophecies and their fulfillment in the life and ministry of the lowly Galilean.  {3Red 112.3}.  It 
was nearing the time of the passover, and many came to Jerusalem from various parts of the country to 
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purify themselves according to the ceremonial custom of the Jews. There was much talk and speculation 
among these people concerning Jesus, and they wondered if he would not be present at the feast. "Now 
both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that if any man knew where he 
were, he should show it, that they might take him."  {3Red 112.1 - 113.1} 
 
John the Baptist Ministry 
In the upper Room – The Day of Pentecost 
 
Some of the Pharisees had come to Jesus demanding "when the kingdom of God should come." MORE THAN 
THREE YEARS had passed since JOHN THE BAPTIST GAVE THE MESSAGE that like a trumpet call had 
sounded through the land, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. And as yet these Pharisees 
saw no indication of the establishment of the kingdom. Many of those who rejected John, and at every step 
had opposed Jesus, were insinuating that His mission had failed.  {DA 506.1}  Jesus answered, "The 
kingdom of God cometh not with outward show; [margin]: neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you." The kingdom of God begins in the heart. Look not here or there for 
manifestations of earthly power to mark its coming.  {DA 506.2}   "The days will come," He said, turning to 
His disciples, "when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it." Because it 
is not attended by worldly pomp, you are in danger of failing to discern the glory of My mission. You do not 
realize how great is your present privilege in having among you, though veiled in humanity, Him who is the 
life and the light of men. The days will come when you will look back with longing upon the opportunities you 
now enjoy to walk and talk with the Son of God.  {DA 506.3}     Because of their selfishness and earthliness, 
even the disciples of Jesus could not comprehend the spiritual glory which He sought to reveal unto 
them. It was not until after Christ's ascension to His Father, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the believers, that the disciples fully appreciated the Saviour's character and mission. After they had 
received the baptism of the Spirit, they began to realize that they had been in the very presence of the 
Lord of glory. As the sayings of Christ were brought to their remembrance, their minds were opened to 
comprehend the prophecies, and to understand the miracles which He had wrought. The wonders of His life 
passed before them, and they were as men awakened from a dream. They realized that "the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth." John 1:14. Christ had actually come from God to a sinful world to save the fallen sons and 
daughters of Adam. The disciples now seemed, to themselves, of much less importance than before they 
realized this. They never wearied of rehearsing His words and works. His lessons, which they had but dimly 
understood, now came to them as a fresh revelation. The Scriptures became to them a new book.  {DA 506.1 - 
506.4} 
 


