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THE WALDENSES 
  Pure, simple, and fervent was the piety of these followers of Christ. The principles of truth they valued 
above houses and lands, friends, kindred, even life itself. These principles they earnestly sought to impress 
upon the hearts of the young. From earliest childhood the youth were instructed in the Scriptures and 
taught to regard sacredly the claims of the law of God. Copies of the Bible were rare; therefore its precious 
words were committed to memory. Many were able to repeat large portions of both the Old and the New 
Testament. Thoughts of God were associated alike with the sublime scenery of nature and with the humble 
blessings of daily life. Little children learned to look with gratitude to God as the giver of every favor and 
every comfort.  {GC 67.1}   
 
SCHOOL OF PROPHETS 
  There was a school of the prophets at Gilgal, and also at Bethel and at Jericho. Elijah wished to visit these 
important places before he was parted from them. His spirit was cheered as, by the direction of God, he was 
permitted to see the schools of the prophets and the work that was going on in those institutions,--an 
education which was to keep the wonderful works of God continually before the students, and which 
magnified the law of God, and make it honorable. The education was of that order which would preserve the 
souls of all who would be obedient to the law of God. While idolatry was prevailing to an alarming extent, 
Elijah could see the word of the Lord verified, "I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which. . . 
have not bowed unto Baal."  Youth Instructor {YI, April 28, 1898 par. 6}   
 
Shall we not be doers of the words of him who knows all things? Shall we not make the Bible the man of our 
counsel in the education and training of our youth? The word of God is the foundation of all true knowledge, 
and Christ teaches what men must do in order to be saved. Hitherto the designs of the enemy have been 
carried out in bringing before our students such books as have taught specious errors, and presented fables 
that have tempted their carnal appetites. Shall we bring into our schools the sower of tares? Shall we permit 
men who are called great, and yet who have been taught by the enemy of all truth, to have the education of 
our youth? Or shall we take the word of God as our guide, and have our schools conducted more after the 
order of the ancient schools of the prophets?  Christian Education {CE 82.1}   
 
Schools in All Our Churches.--In all our churches there should be schools, and teachers in these schools who 
are missionaries. It is essential that teachers be trained to act well their part in the important work of 
educating the children of Sabbathkeepers, not only in the sciences, but in the Scriptures. These schools, 
established in different localities and conducted by God-fearing men or women, as the case demands, should 
be built on the same principles as were the schools of the prophets.  {CG 306.1}   
 
Church Schools in the Cities.--It is of the greatest importance that church schools shall be established, to 
which the children may be sent and still be under the watch care of their mothers and have opportunity to 
practice the lessons of helpfulness that it is God's design they shall learn in the home. . . .  {CG 306.2}   
 
Much more can be done to save and educate the children of those who at present cannot get away from the 
cities. This is a matter worthy of our best efforts. Church schools are to be established for the children in the 
cities, and in connection with these schools provision is to be made for the teaching of higher studies, where 
these are called for.  {CG 306.3}   
 
Provide Schools for Small Churches.--Many families, who, for the purpose of educating their children, move 
to places where our large schools are established, would do better service for the Master by remaining 
where they are. They should encourage the church of which they are members to establish a church school 
where the children within their borders could receive an all-round, practical Christian education. It would 
be vastly better for their children, for themselves, and for the cause of God, if they would remain in the 
smaller churches, where their help is needed, instead of going to the larger churches, where, because they 
are not needed, there is a constant temptation to fall into spiritual inactivity.  {CG 307.1}   
 
Wherever there are a few Sabbathkeepers, the parents should unite in providing a place for a day school 
where their children and youth can be instructed. They should employ a Christian teacher, who, as a 
consecrated missionary, shall educate the children in such a way as to lead them to become missionaries. Let 
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teachers be employed who will give a thorough education in the common branches, the Bible being made 
the foundation and the life of all study.  {CG 307.2}   
 
In localities where believers are few, let two or three churches unite in erecting a humble building for a 
church school.  {CG 307.3}   
 
If parents will realize the importance of these small educating centers, co-operating to do the work that the 
Lord desires to be done at this time, the plans of the enemy for our children will be frustrated.  {CG 307.4}   
 
Home Church Schools.--As far as possible, all our children should have the privilege of a Christian education. 
To provide this we must sometimes establish home church schools. It would be well if several families in a 
neighborhood would unite to employ a humble, God-fearing teacher to give to the parents that help that is 
needed in educating their children. This will be a great blessing to many isolated groups of Sabbathkeepers, 
and a plan more pleasing to the Lord than that which has been sometimes followed, of sending young 
children away from their homes to attend one of our larger schools.  {CG 307.5}   
 
Our small companies of Sabbathkeepers are needed to hold up the light before their neighbors; and the 
children are needed in their homes, where they may be a help to their parents when the hours of study are 
ended. The well-ordered Christian home, where young children can have parental discipline that is after the 
Lord's order, is the best place for them.  Child Guidance {CG 308.1}   
 
The work of God in the earth presents, from age to age, a striking similarity in every great reformation or 
religious movement. The principles of God's dealing with men are ever the same. The important movements 
of the present have their parallel in those of the past, and the experience of the church in former ages has 
lessons of great value for our own time.  {GC 343.1}   
 
The schools of the prophets, established by Samuel, had fallen into decay during the years of Israel's 
apostasy. Elijah re-established these schools, making provision for young men to gain an education that 
would lead them to magnify the law and make it honorable. Three of these schools, one at Gilgal, one at 
Bethel, and one at Jericho, are mentioned in the record. Just before Elijah was taken to heaven, he and Elisha 
visited these centers of training. The lessons that the prophet of God had given them on former visits, he 
now repeated. Especially did he instruct them concerning their high privilege of loyally maintaining their 
allegiance to the God of heaven. He also impressed upon their minds the importance of letting simplicity 
mark every feature of their education. Only in this way could they receive the mold of heaven and go forth to 
work in the ways of the Lord.  {PK 224.3}   
 
The heart of Elijah was cheered as he saw what was being accomplished by means of these schools. The 
work of reformation was not complete, but he could see throughout the kingdom a verification of the word 
of the Lord, "Yet I have left Me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal." 1 
Kings 19:18.  {PK 225.1}   
 
 
MEDICAL MISSIONARY 
The Pattern in Isaiah 58.--The fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah contains present truth for the people of God. 
Here we see how medical missionary work and the gospel ministry are to be bound together as the message 
is given to the world. Upon those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord is laid the responsibility of doing a work 
of mercy and benevolence. Medical missionary work is to be bound up with the message, and sealed with 
the seal of God.--Manuscript 22, 1901.  {Ev 516.4}   
 
The union that should exist between the medical missionary work and the ministry is clearly set forth in the 
fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. There is wisdom and blessing for those who will engage in the work as here 
presented. This chapter is explicit, and there is in it enough to enlighten anyone who wishes to do the will of 
God. It presents abundant opportunity to minister to suffering humanity, and at the same time to be an 
instrument in God's hands of bringing the light of truth before a perishing world. If the work of the third 
angel's message is carried on in right lines, the ministry will not be given an inferior place, nor will the poor 
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and sick be neglected. In His word God has united these two lines of work, and no man should divorce them.  
Counsels on Health {CH 514.4} 
 
Chap. 219 - God's Love Enables Us to Impart Light  
 
If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, 
and thy darkness be as the noon day. Isaiah 58:10.  {RC 233.1}   
 
All around us are heard the wails of a world's sorrow. On every hand are the needy and distressed. It is ours 
to aid in relieving and softening life's hardships and misery.  {RC 233.2}   
 
Practical work will have far more effect than mere sermonizing. We are to give food to the hungry, clothing 
to the naked, and shelter to the homeless. And we are called to do more than this. The wants of the soul, only 
the love of Christ can satisfy. If Christ is abiding in us, our hearts will be full of divine sympathy. The sealed 
fountains of earnest, Christlike love will be unsealed.  {RC 233.3}   
 
God calls not only for our gifts for the needy, but for our cheerful countenance, our hopeful words, our 
kindly handclasp. When Christ healed the sick, He laid His hands upon them. So should we come in close 
touch with those whom we seek to benefit.  {RC 233.4}   
 
There are many from whom hope has departed. Bring back the sunshine to them. Many have lost their 
courage. Speak to them words of cheer. Pray for them. There are those who need the bread of life. Read to 
them from the Word of God. Upon many is a soul sickness which no earthly balm can reach nor physician 
heal. Pray for these souls, bring them to Jesus. Tell them that there is a balm in Gilead and a Physician there. 
Reflecting Christ {RC 233.5}   
 
CIRCULATION OF PRINTED MATERIALS 
Every Church Member to Have a Part.--In the past, a large work has been accomplished in the distribution of 
the printed page. This is a line of service in which every church member can have some part. All cannot go 
out as canvassers for our larger books; but there is a field of usefulness open before many of our brethren 
and sisters in the placing of truth-filled publications in the homes of their neighbors and friends.  {PM 370.1}   
 
Years ago our brethren in responsibility gave much study to ways and means for the carrying forward of this 
line of work with increasing efficiency. As the result of carefully laid plans, patient instruction, and helpful 
supervision, the circulation of the printed page has come to be a mighty factor in the dissemination of the 
truths of the third angel's message.--RH, Nov. 5, 1914.  {PM 370.2}   
 
Sharing Books With Neighbors.--Those who have long known the truth need to seek the Lord most 
earnestly, that their hearts may be filled with a determination to work for their neighbors. My brethren and 
sisters, visit those who live near you, and by sympathy and kindness seek to reach their hearts. Be sure to 
work in a way that will remove prejudice instead of creating it. And remember that those who know the 
truth for this time and yet confine their efforts to their own churches, refusing to work for their unconverted 
neighbors, will be called to account for unfulfilled duties. Publishing Ministry {PM 370.3} 
 
SABBATH SCHOOL IF USED WELL 
Chap. 3 - A Soul-winning Agency 
 
The Highest Objective  
 
The object of Sabbath school work should be the ingathering of souls. The order of working may be faultless, 
the facilities all that could be desired; but if the children and youth are not brought to Christ, the school is a 
failure; for unless souls are drawn to Christ, they become more and more unimpressionable under the 
influence of a formal religion. The teacher should cooperate, as he knocks at the door of the heart of those 
who need help. If pupils respond to the pleading of the Spirit, and open the door of the heart, that Jesus may 
come in, He will open their understanding, that they may comprehend the things of God. The teacher's work 
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is simple work, but if it is done in the Spirit of Jesus, depth and efficiency will be added to it by the operation 
of the Spirit of God.  Counsel on the Sabbath School Work {CSW 61.1}   
 
There should be much personal work done in the Sabbath school. The necessity of this kind of work is not 
recognized and appreciated as it should be. From a heart filled with gratitude for the love of God, which has 
been imparted to the soul, the teacher should labor tenderly and earnestly for the conversion of his scholars. 
 
Visiting in Homes  
 
Teachers and workers in every department of the Sabbath school work, I address you in the fear of God, and 
tell you that unless you have a living connection with God, and are often before Him in earnest prayer, you 
will not be able to do your work with heavenly wisdom, and win souls for Christ. The worker for God must 
be clothed with humility as with a garment. The Lord will recognize and bless the humble worker who has a 
teachable spirit, a reverential love for truth and righteousness, wherever such a worker may be. If you are 
thus, you will show a care for your scholars by making special efforts for their salvation. You will come close 
to them in loving sympathy, visiting them at their homes, learning their true condition by conversing with 
them concerning their experience in the things of God, and you will bear them in the arms of your faith to 
the throne of the Father.--TSS 68, 69.  {CSW 75.1} 
 
The Sabbath School and the Church Service  
 
The Sabbath school at ----- was made the one great theme of interest with Brother E. It absorbed the minds 
of the young, while other religious duties were neglected. Frequently, after the Sabbath school was closed, 
the superintendent, a number of teachers, and quite a number of scholars, would return home to rest. They 
felt that their burden for the day was ended, and that they had no further duty. When the bell sounded forth 
the hour for public service, and the people left their homes for the house of worship, they would meet a 
large portion of the school passing to their homes. And, however important the meeting, the interest of a 
large share of the Sabbath school could not be awakened to take any pleasure in the instruction given by the 
minister upon important Bible subjects. While many of the children did not attend public service, some that 
remained were not advantaged by the word spoken, for they felt that it was a wearisome tax.--TSS 7.  {CSW 
183.1} 
 
Small Company Sabbath Schools  
 
Companies of Sabbathkeepers may be raised up in many places. Often they will not be large companies; but 
they must not be neglected; they must not be left to die for want of proper personal effort and training. The 
work should not be left prematurely. See that all are intelligent in the truth, established in the faith, and 
interested in every branch of the work, before leaving them for another field. . . .  {CSW 183.2}  
 
It has been proved in the missionary field that, whatever may be the preaching talent, if the laboring part is 
neglected, if the people are not taught how to work, how to conduct meetings, how to act their part in 
missionary labor, how to reach people successfully, the work will be nearly a failure. There is much to be 
done in the Sabbath school work, also, in bringing the people to realize their obligation and to act their part. 
God calls them to work for Him, and the ministers should guide their efforts.--TSS 109.  {CSW 184.1} 
 
Local Institutes Suggested  
 
Instruction in regard to conducting the Sabbath school should, to a large degree, be given in the home 
churches; for the labor can be made more direct and the results will be more permanent if instruction is 
given at home. This work does not require the services of the ministers; they should be free to attend to the 
spiritual interests of the people. They are to teach others what to do. They must instruct the people as to 
how to come to the Lord and how to lead others to Him.--TSS 113, 114.  {CSW 185.2} 
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Sabbath School Afternoons 
These experiences prepared their hearts to appreciate and receive instruction regarding the value of 
missionary effort as a part of their education. As this subject was presented in the school and in the church, 
during the week of prayer, students and teachers sought to act upon the suggestions, and opportunities for 
labor were found in all directions. Sabbath and Sunday afternoons, from sixteen to twenty students are 
engaged in holding prayer meetings, Bible readings, young people's meetings, and preaching services, in 
from six to ten different places. One result of this work we already see--the workers are greatly blessed. 
Other results may be seen in the future.--RH Oct. 4, 1898.{DG 119.3} 
 
Searching for the Lost  
 
Bible Carried to Every Man's Door.--The Bible is unchained. It can be carried to every man's door, and its 
truths may be presented to every man's conscience. There are many who, like the noble Bereans, will search 
the Scriptures daily for themselves, when the truth is presented, to see whether or not these things are so. 
Christ has said, "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of Me." Jesus, the world's Redeemer, bids men not only to read but to "search the Scriptures." This is a 
great and important work, and it is committed to us, and in doing this we shall be greatly benefited; for 
obedience to Christ's command will not go unrewarded. He will crown with especial tokens of His favor this 
act of loyalty in following the light revealed in His Word.--Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 84. (1889)  
{Ev 461.4}   
 
 
Day of Days: Take a walk and teach nature 
 
And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
your God. Ezekiel 20:20. {FLB 274.1}   
 
The Sabbath should be made so interesting to our families that its weekly return will be hailed with joy.  
{FLB 274.2}   
 
The Sabbath school and the meeting for worship occupy only a part of the Sabbath. The portion remaining to 
the family may be made the most sacred and precious season of all the Sabbath hours.  {FLB 274.3}   
 
In the minds of the children the very thought of the Sabbath should be bound up with the beauty of natural 
things. . . . Happy the father and mother who can teach their children God's written word with illustrations 
from the open pages of the book of nature; who can gather under the green trees, in the fresh, pure air, to 
study the Word and to sing the praise of the Father above.  {FLB 274.4}   
 
In pleasant weather let parents walk with their children in the fields and groves. Amid the beautiful things of 
nature tell them the reason for the institution of the Sabbath. Describe to them God's great work of creation. 
Tell them that when the earth came from His hand, it was holy and beautiful. Every flower, every shrub, 
every tree, answered the purpose of its Creator. . . . Show that it was sin which marred God's perfect work; 
that thorns and thistles, sorrow and pain and death, are all the result of disobedience to God. Bid them see 
how the earth, though marred with the curse of sin, still reveals God's goodness.  {FLB 274.5}   
 
If we can cultivate within us a beauty of soul corresponding to the beauty of nature around us, there will be 
a blending of the divine and human agencies.  {FLB 274.6}   
 
As the sun goes down, let the voice of prayer and the hymn of praise mark the close of the sacred hours and 
invite God's presence through the cares of the week of labor.  {FLB 274.7}   
 
Thus parents can make the Sabbath, as it should be, the most joyful day of the week. They can lead their 
children to regard it as a delight, the day of days, the holy of the Lord, honorable. 
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Women as Christian Workers: Distributing Tracts 
Who can have so deep a love for the souls of men and women for whom Christ has died, as those who are 
partakers of his grace? Who can represent the truth and the example of Christ better than Christian women 
who are practicing the truth in their earnest efforts to bring souls to the light? Who are so well adapted to be 
teachers in the Sabbath-school? With a heart imbued with the love of Christ, teaching the children of her 
class, praying with them and for them, she may see souls converted. The true mother is adapted to be the 
teacher of children. I do not recommend that woman should become a voter or an office-holder; but as a 
missionary, teaching the truth by epistolary correspondence, distributing tracts and soliciting subscribers 
for periodicals containing the solemn truth for this time, she may do very much. In conversing with families, 
in praying with the mother and children, she will be a blessing. Women can be instruments of righteousness, 
rendering holy service to God. It was Mary who first preached a risen Saviour. {GW92 383.2} 
 
 
Should not replace divine 
Children's Sabbath school should not replace their attending the worship service.--The Sabbath school at 
________ was made the one great theme of interest with Brother E. It absorbed the minds of the young, while 
other religious duties were neglected. Frequently, after the Sabbath school was closed, the superintendent, a 
number of teachers, and quite a number of scholars, would return home to rest. They felt that their burden 
for the day was ended, and that they had no further duty. When the bell sounded forth the hour for public 
service, and the people left their homes for the house of worship, they would meet a large portion of the 
school passing to their homes. And, however important the meeting, the interest of a large share of the 
Sabbath school could not be awakened to take any pleasure in the instruction given by the minister upon 
important Bible subjects. While many of the children did not attend public service, some that remained were 
not advantaged by the word spoken, for they felt that it was a wearisome tax.--CSW 183. {PaM 279.3} 
 
 
 
DEUTERONOMY 12:1-18 
 
 
 
 


