
THE TRINITY ISSUE AND THE PIONEERS – THE HOLY SPIRIT 

By Living Waters Mission School 

THE HOLY SPIRIT  

"....and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen." 

Like the scriptures there is to be no private interpretation of the testimonies. Sister White said, “The testimonies 

themselves will be the key that will explain the messages given, as scripture is explained by scripture.” “Regarding 

the testimonies, nothing is ignored; nothing is cast aside; but time and place must be considered.” {E. G. White, 

Selected Messages Book 1, pp. 42, 57} 

Therefore one must allow the testimonies to explain themselves as to the meaning intended.  Recall also from the 

study of what constitutes a person, that the latter consists of a physical form and a spirit.  The two are as ordained 

by God in the context of man being made in the image of his creator. Hence the person, God, is also composed of a 

physical form and Spirit. As it is in man. so with God the the physical form and the spirit make up the individual  i.e. 

the two components are found in the ONE individual. 

PERSON = PHYSICAL FORM + SPIRIT 

OBJECTION # 1 

“We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is 

walking through these grounds.--Manuscript 66, 1899. (From a talk to the students at the 

Avondale School.)”  Evangelism, p. 616  

The objection as stated is seemingly a triumph for the Trinitarian, however, the one-liner has 

been extracted from a paragraph which explains itself quite well and in no way leads to the 

understanding that the Holy Spirit is another individual. Notice also what the editors have 

done in placing a full stop (period) after the word grounds instead of a comma and completing 

the quote. It is this sort of editing that is leading people to misinterpret the testimonies. No-

one has the right to alter what the Lord has sent and there is clear evidence of so called 

editing (changing) of Sister White’s writings. She had warned on the subject, of making none 

effect the testimonies of the Spirit of God. 

Speaking of Fannie Bolton, her copyist. 

"I do not want any person who will feel it her prerogative to change the matter I shall give 

them into their own supposed beautiful, learned language. I want my own style to appear in 

my own words." MR 926 pg. 56. 

"She could represent me and my work as her originating, that this “beautiful expression” was 

hers, and that was hers, and make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God." MR 926 

pg 55 



Therefore, to make of none effect the testimonies was in fact the changing of the testimonies 

according to Ellen White, and not simply a neglecting of them.  Click here for more on editing 

and the SOP 

Here is objection # 1 in its proper setting: 

“The Lord says this because He knows it is for our good. He would build a wall around us, to 

keep us from transgression, so that His blessing and love may be bestowed on us in rich 

measure. This is the reason we have established a school here. The Lord instructed us that 

this was the place in which we should locate, and we have had every reason to think that we 

are in the right place. We have been brought together as a school, and we need to realize that 

the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds, 

unseen by human eyes; that the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. He hears every word we 

utter and knows every thought of the  mind.” E. G. White, Sermons and Talks Volume Two, 

pp. 136, 137 (Also in Manuscript Releases Vol. 7, p. 299)  

The subject is “the Lord”, walking unseen by human eyes. Notice she says: 

1. The Lord says this... 

2. HE knows it is for our good.  

3. HE would build a wall around us... 

4. that HIS blessing and love may be bestowed on us... 

5. The Lord instructed us that this was the place... we should locate... 

6. the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper... 

7. He hears every word we utter and knows every thought of the  mind. 

a. Notice that the testimony commences with "The Lord" and ends with "the Lord God", a real 

physical person.  

b. She states in the midst of it: “...we need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a 

person as God is a person...”  

c. Question: In what way is the Holy Spirit as much a person as God is a person? Clearly it 

cannot be referring to God's physical form as there is nothing physical about a Spirit as we 

have found thus far. (Luke 24:39). And to be a person as noted previously requires PHYSICAL 

FORM + SPIRIT. 

d. Therefore she must be referring to the non-physical (spirit) aspect of a very PHYSICAL God 

and it is this which is as much a person as God is a person. The Spirit is not something 



permeating nature but rather the very person of God himself sent to be with us.  The Holy 

Spirit is actually the PERSON of God. Who He is. 

e. She then states that the Holy Spirit is walking through these grounds. Well, a non-physical 

spirit does not possess limbs and therefore cannot be spoken of as walking around, however, 

the Lord God does possess physical anatomy like man as has been repeatedly pointed out - 

see the study on what constitutes a person. So who was it that was walking through these 

grounds unseen? Why it was the Lord God himself,  a PHYSICAL being, "unseen by human 

eyes". A Spirit of itself does not have a form like man to look at so it would be silly to say 

"unseen by human eyes" while referring to the Spirit. Who was it that was unseen by human 

eyes? It was the Lord God himself, a physical being who does have a form and features like 

that of man who was "unseen by human eyes" , walking through the grounds. This portion of 

the testimony ends with: "...the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. He hears every word we 

utter and knows every thought of the mind." How? - by his omnipresent Spirit. 

She is speaking of a physical God walking amongst us, unseen by us. How is this possible? Through the operation of 

His Spirit. The Spirit is none other than the person of the Lord God. The Spirit is not some ethereal non-entity – it is 

the very person of a very physical God, the non physical aspect of the Lord, rendering Him omnipresent. The Spirit 

of God is indeed a mystery. 

The mighty power that works through all nature and sustains all things is not, as some men of science represent, 

merely an all-pervading principle, an actuating energy. God is a spirit; yet He is a personal being, for man was made 

in His image. Testimonies for the Church Volume Eight -PG- 263 

She is making the point that the Spirit is not “merely an all-pervading principle, an actuating energy” but “is as 

much a person as God is a person”.  In another place she says this with the same thought in mind: 

God a Person, Not a Perfume --Through Jesus Christ, God--not a perfume, not something 

intangible, but a personal God--created man, and endowed him with intelligence and power. 

Manuscript Releases Volume Three -PG- 326 

The above testimony is one of those fundamental statements because it is saying, GOD, 

whoever He is, is not something INTANGIBLE, but a tangible, physical person and not 

something permeating nature. The Spirit however is something intangible, non-physical and 

as demonstrated in the study on the GODHEAD, is referring to the non-physical aspect of the 

individual whether God or man. The Spirit is the person of God come to man, God’s mind, 

character and personality dwelling in us and working for us. It is plainly stated in the following 

that the Spirit is “his person, the divinity of his character”. The Spirit is not some other 

individual dwelling in us as Trinitarians would have us believe. 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and  

they are life." Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the divinity of his character.” E. G. 

White, Review and Herald, April 5, 1906 par. 12  



It is Christ himself and not some other person who is walking around unseen by human eyes as in the following: 

“Christ walks unseen through our streets. With messages of mercy He comes to our homes. With all who are 

seeking to minister in His name, He waits to co-operate. He is in the midst of us, to heal and to bless, if we will 

receive Him.”  E. G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 107 

The Lord Jesus standing by the side of the canvassers, walking with them, is the chief worker. If we recognize Christ 

as the One who is with us to prepare the way, the Holy Spirit by our side will make impressions in just the lines 

needed. Manual for Canvassers -PG- 40 

Christ walks unseen through our streets. With messages of mercy He comes to our homes. With all who are seeking 

to minister in His name, He waits to co-operate. He is in the midst of us, to heal and to bless, if we will receive 

Him.” {E. G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 107} 

“Remember that Jesus is beside you wherever you go, noting your actions and listening to your words. Would you 

be ashamed to hear his voice speaking to you, and to know that he hears your conversation?” {E. G. White, The 

Youth’s Instructor, February 4, 1897 par. 3} 

Who is walking “unseen through our streets”, “standing by the side of the canvassers”? The invisible Jesus, and not 

some other BEING. But Jesus is in heaven ministering in the most Holy place. How can he be said to be standing by 

the side of the canvasser and at the same time be in heaven? The statement is correct in that Jesus’ Spirit and not 

some other being is standing by the side of the canvasser - “...the Holy Spirit by our side...”,  the omnipresent spirit 

of Christ, the very person of Christ is with us, so that Jesus himself is walking with us, teaching us, reproving us and 

comforting us. In other words, Christ was to be with the disciples in another way, by His Spirit, invisible to them. 

Sister White says the disciples could not understand this sort of spiritual manifestation, that Christ, a physical being, 

should manifest himself and be with the disciples and yet be unseen by the world. Many today have the same 

problem. They do not understand that the Spirit is the personal presence of Christ himself. They do not understand 

the meaning of a spiritual manifestation of the very person Jesus. 

That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the world, was a mystery to the disciples. They 

could not understand the words of Christ in their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the outward, visible 

manifestation. They could not take in the fact that they could have the presence of Christ with them, and yet He be 

unseen by the world. They did not understand the meaning of a spiritual manifestation. The Southern Review- 09-

13-98 

 

OBJECTION # 2 

“ There are three living persons of the heavenly trio; in the name of these three great powers-

-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit-- those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, 

and these powers will co-operate with the obedient subjects of heaven in their efforts to live 

the new life in Christ. . . .  {SpTB07 63.2}” 

The conclusion many arrive at from a superficial reading is that “three living persons” must mean three separate 

individuals. We believe the study on what constitutes a person makes it very clear that Sister White was in fact 

using the word person  when referring to the Spirit in a way contrary to the usual use of the word.  Note the 

following: 



 

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 

they are life." Christ is not here referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the divinity of his character.” {E. G. 

White, Review and Herald, April 5, 1906 par. 12} 

In using the word Spirit, Jesus was in fact referring to himself, to his person, the divinity of his character. The Spirit 

is life, it is a living entity, it is the very life of Christ which in turn gives us life or makes us alive - it quickeneth. The 

Spirit is spoken of as a living person because Christ is a living person. The Spirit is not an ethereal non-entity, it is 

the person of Jesus and therefore described as a living person. Objection # 2, therefore, presents no difficulty for 

the non-trinitarian. The onus is on the trinitarians to try and make an individual out of an invisible non-physical 

entity. Nowhere in Holy writ does it present God in His totality as a non-physical being. The Holy Spirit does not fit 

the bill but how easily is it understood to mean the non-physical aspect of a very physical God and by which this 

very physical God is omnipresent throughout His entire creation. 

One of the characteristics of God is OMNIPRESENCE.  The Trinitarian God is composed of 

three persons, each capable of being omnipresent. In what way is the individual called the 

Father omnipresent? Similarly in what way is the Son omnipresent? In what way is this third 

being, the Holy Spirit omnipresent? Each, being God, must be capable of omnipresence in 

their own right and not reliant on another for this purpose. So how is it that they are all 

individually omnipresent? 

“Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies 

to work in heart and mind.” {E. G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 827} 

What then comprises the heavenly trio?  The heavenly “trio” consists of God the Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and 

their Holy Spirit which is sent to influence mankind to salvation. It is indeed a mystery but that is how God comes to 

you and I. The Spirit of Prophecy presents the heavenly trio thus: 

“They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their ranks.” {E. G. 

White, Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189} 

“Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the Comforter is the Holy Ghost, "the Spirit of truth, which 

the Father shall send in My name." … This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter.” 

{E.G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.14, p. 179} 

“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was altogether for their 

advantage that He should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The 

Holy Spirit is Himself divested of the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would represent Himself 

as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent.”{E. G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.14, p. 23} 

While it is true that the infinite God is beyond our finite comprehension, yet all that God has seen fit to present to 

us concerning himself is contained in the Bible. Fundamental to this, is the statement in Genesis 1:26: Let us make 

man in our image, after our likeness... We have seen that God, like man, is a physical being. He possesses a physical 

form and like man, also possesses a spirit as part of his makeup. The two, physical form and Spirit, is what 

comprises the individual whether God or man or even angels.  



 

We believe that Genesis 1:26 is so fundamental to the whole argument concerning the person, God, that the 

misconceptions regarding the Holy Spirit simply evaporates in the light of the correct understanding of that verse. 

God in his totality, whoever he is, can never be composed of anything but form and feature plus a spirit - a physical 

(form) and a non-physical aspect to himself.  

The Spirit therefore, is the non-physical aspect of the individual, the person of that individual.  The Spirit of man is 

housed in a physical body. It is the person of that physical individual. Similarly with God, his Spirit is none other 

than the person that He is. This non-physical entity is the vehicle by which, God, whether it be the Father or the 

Son, is omnipresent.  Note the following, speaking of Christ: 

“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was altogether for their 

advantage that He should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The 

Holy Spirit is Himself divested of the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would represent Himself 

as 

present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent.”{E. G. White, Manuscript Releases Vol.14, p. 23} 

The very spirit of the individual called Christ is what renders him omnipresent.  

This leads us to objection # 3 

 

OBJECTION # 3 

“The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by  power of God in the third person 

of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.--Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37. (1897)” 

{Evangelism, p. 617} 

This is an interesting objection simply for the fact that the trinitarian argument for a separate individual which the 

above testimony appears to be saying is not a new one.  

Our pioneer belief was such that they declared with great unanimity that God and Christ were personal beings but 

never described the Holy Spirit as another individual, separate and apart from the Father or Son as taught by 

Trinitarians today.  Ellen White was in harmony with that belief and did not fault them despite instances early in 

her ministry in which she had to meet with rebuke those who were spiritualizing God away. Inspiration is such that 

she cannot change her stance on God in later years. What God revealed as truth in the 1840s remains as truth 

today. 

Our forefathers understood the above testimony in a way contrary to the popular trinitarian understanding of 

today.  The dialogue between Elder Butler and Dr Kellogg bears this out. Maybe we ought to let them answer 

objection # 3 and let Willie White have the final say in his 1935 letter to H W Carr. 

On October 28, 1903 Kellogg wrote to Butler stating the following: 

As far as I can fathom, the difficulty which is found in The Living Temple, the whole thing may 

be simmered down to the question: Is the Holy Ghost a person? You say no. I had supposed 

the Bible said this for the reason that the personal pronoun “he” is used in speaking of the 

Holy Ghost. Sister White uses the pronoun “he” and has said in so many words that the Holy 



Ghost is the third person of the Godhead. How the Holy Ghost can be the third person and 

not be a person at all is difficult for me to see.” (Letter from J. H. Kellogg to G. I. Butler, 

October 28, 1903) 

Kellogg appeals to the Bible and Sister White to support what we know is gross error. Error which evolved into a 

trinitarian position on his part. But did not our forefathers and Sister White know that the Bible (and SOP) used the 

pronoun “He” for the Holy Spirit? Of course they did but this in no way led them to an understanding that the Holy 

Spirit was another individual separate from the Father and the Son.  

Kellogg states that the whole basis for his book, “The Living Temple” was the idea that the Holy Spirit was a person. 

This was definitely not the faith of the BODY at the time as evidenced by Kellogg quoting Butler, “You say no”. The 

year? - 1903. Remember the Desire of Ages was published in 1898 and many use this book to justify the “trinity” / 

“tritheism” or the three persons in one GOD concept. It was not put out to correct any doctrinal error of the BODY.  

She called Kellogg’s position, the Alpha of Apostasy. The Omega would soon follow & would be of a most startling 

nature. She feared for our people. Why? Because the Alpha was met head on and defeated however, the omega 

(the same controversy) has snaked its way in, unawares, and has become the official position of the church.  

We now have in Adventism a Spirit God without body parts, a god whose existence for which there is no basis in 

the Bible or SOP, a level of existence which is totally contrary to Genesis 1:26. 

 

G. I. Butler to J. H. Kellogg, April 5, 1904 

“God dwells in us by His Holy Spirit, as a Comforter, as a Reprover, especially the former. When we come to Him we 

partake of Him in that sense, because the Spirit comes forth from him; it comes forth from the Father and the Son. 

It is not a person walking around on foot, or flying as a literal being, in any such sense as Christ and the Father are - 

at least, if it is, it is utterly beyond my comprehension of the meaning of language or words.” (Letter from G. I. 

Butler to J. H. Kellogg, April 5, 1904) 

 

Notice that the above letter was dated 1904. You do not find Kellogg rushing off to the brethren or to Ellen White 

dobbing in G I Butler as being in error. You also do not find Ellen White correcting Butler, like she did Kellogg. If the 

trinity was the truth at the time, then Butler was a heretic in 1904, at a time when Ellen White was alive. If the 

trinity were correct, she should have reprimanded Butler, however, there is no evidence she did. It was Kellogg who 

was derailing the faith of the body and who copped Ellen White’s  “wrath”. 

 

J. N. Loughborough, September 20, 1898. 

"Gods representative, the power by which he works, the agency by which all things are upheld." ... "the creative 

energy of God." J. N. Loughborough, "The Spirit of God, " Review and Herald, LXXV (September 20, 1898),  

 

In September of 1898, Loughborough did not believe in an individual called the Holy Spirit. Similarly, Uriah Smith 

had this to say: 



 

But respecting this Spirit, the Bible uses expressions which cannot be harmonized with the idea that it is a person 

like the Father and the Son. Rather it is shown to be a divine influence from them both, the medium which 

represents their presence and by which they have knowledge ad power through all the universe, when not 

personally present. Uriah Smith, In the Question Chair, Review and Herald, LXVII (October 28, 1890), 664. 

 

“Writing for the Signs of the Times in November 1889. C.P. Bollman declared that the Spirit of God "is essentially 

divine." But he does not go so far as to portray the Holy Spirit as a distinct personality and member of the Deity. 

This Spirit is the "power" of God by which the Son created all things. The Spirit is "an essential part of God, and 

therefore, necessarily divine," but "it" remains to Bollman an impersonal power.” The Arian or Anti-Trinitarian 

Views Presented in Seventh-day Adventist Literature and the Ellen G White Answer. June 1963 by Erwin Roy Gane. 

 

Ellen White 1904-1909 

    “They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of                     Christ--is to bring unity into their 

ranks.” {E. G. White, Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189} 

 

M. C. Wilcox, 1911 

Question 187: What is the difference between the Holy Spirit and the ministering spirits (angels), or are they the 

same? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit is the mighty energy of the Godhead, the life and power of God flowing out from Him to all 

parts of the universe, and thus making living connection between His throne and all creation. As is expressed by 

another: “The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of 

the life of Christ.” It thus makes Christ everywhere present. To use a crude illustration, just as a telephone carries 

the voice of a man, and so makes that voice present miles away, so the Holy Spirit carries with it all the potency of 

Christ in making Him everywhere present with all His power, and revealing Him to those in harmony with His law. 

Thus the Spirit is personified in Christ and God, but never revealed as a separate person. Never are we told to pray 

to the Spirit; but to God for the Spirit. Never do we find in the Scriptures prayers to the Spirit, but for the Spirit. (M. 

C. Wilcox, 1911, Questions and Answers Gathered From the Question Corner Department of the Signs of the Times, 

pages 181, 182) 

 

M. C. Wilcox, 1919 

Wherever God’s children are, there is the Spirit – not an individual person, as we look upon persons, but having the 

power to make present the Father and the Son. The Spirit is placed upon God’s messengers, the angels; but the 

angels are not the Spirit. The Spirit is placed upon God’s servants, His human messengers, but the human 

messengers are not the Spirit. They are possessed by the Spirit, and used by the Spirit, and have within them the 

power of the Spirit; but they are not the Spirit. The Spirit is independent of all these human or material agencies. 

Why not leave it there? Why not know that the Spirit, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Deity goes 

out into all the earth bringing the presence of God to every heart that will receive it? M.C. Wilcox Questions and 

Answers Vol 11. 1919. 



 

Willie White, 1935 - some twenty years after Ellen White’s death: 

The statements and the arguments of some of our ministers, in their effort to prove that the Holy Spirit is an 

individual as are God the Father and Christ, the eternal Son, have perplexed me, and sometimes they have made 

me sad. One popular teacher said We may regard Him, as the fellow who is down here running things. My 

perplexities were lessened a little when I learned from the dictionary that one of the meanings of personality was 

characteristics. It is stated in such a way that I concluded that there might be personality without bodily form which 

is possessed by the Father and the Son. There are many Scriptures which speak of the Father and the Son and the 

absence of Scripture making similar reference to the united work of the Father and the Holy Spirit or of Christ and 

the Holy Spirit, has led me to believe that the spirit without individuality was the representative of the Father and 

the Son throughout the universe, and it was through the Holy Spirit that they dwell in our hearts and make us one 

with the Father and with the Son. Letter, W. C. White to H. W. Carr, April 30, 1935 

 

Note the dates: 1897 - 1935. There is no inkling of any support for a trinity God.  Others have succeeded in making 

the denomination trinitarian. These, like Kellogg, have manipulated Ellen White to make it appear she was the one 

who initiated the change. 

 

OBJECTION # 4 

"Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third person of 

the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power.  

{FLB 52.6} 

 

There is only one power that can combat and overcome evil. He came and fulfilled the mission perfectly.  There is 

only one name under heaven whereby we are saved. 

 

"Christ declared that after his ascension, he would send to his church, as his crowning gift, the 

Comforter, who was to take his place. This Comforter is the Holy Spirit,--the soul of his life, 

the efficacy of his church, the light and life of the world. With his Spirit Christ sends a 

reconciling influence and a power that takes away sin.  {RH, May 19, 1904 par. 1} 

 

" The Spirit was given as a regenerating agency, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. 

The power of evil had been strengthening for centuries, and the submission of man to this satanic captivity was 

amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third person of the Godhead, 

who would come with no modified energy, but in the fulness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual 

what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the 

Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given his Spirit as a divine power to 

overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress his own character upon the church.  {RH, 

May 19, 1904 par. 3} 



 

"When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A 

change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, 

bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes 

His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be 

known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is 

impregnable to the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, 

we shall be dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be under the control of the one 

or the other of the two great powers that are contending for the supremacy of the world. It is 

not necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of the kingdom of darkness in order to 

come under its dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves with the kingdom of light. 

If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agencies, Satan will take possession of the heart, 

and will make it his abiding place. The only defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in 

the heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become vitally connected with God, 

we can never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-indulgence, and temptation to sin. 

We may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part company with Satan; but 

without a vital connection with God, through the surrender of ourselves to Him moment by 

moment, we shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance with Christ, and a continual 

communion, we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his bidding in the end.  {DA 

324.1} 

 

Think about it Friend, the so called Third Person of the Trinity never came to this earth to fight the battles of man, it 

was Jesus who did. 

 

The Third Person of the Trinity never became a man, it was Jesus who did. 

The Third Person of the Trinity can never be touched by the feelings of our infirmity, it was Jesus who was. 

The Third Person of the Trinity has never been tempted like as we are, it was Jesus who was. 

The Third Person of the Trinity never overcame anything on man’s behalf, it was Jesus who did.  

The Third Person of the Trinity never died for you, it was Jesus who did. 

 

SO WHO THEN IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE THIRD PERSON OF THE GODHEAD?  

 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the individual called Christ. It is called another Comforter because Jesus was to be 

present with the disciples in another way, a very different way, by His Spirit, invisible to them and to the world. God 

sent us His son in the Flesh to pay the penalty for sin and He has sent us His son, in the Spirit, to keep us free from 

sin. Sister White says the disciples could not understand this sort of spiritual manifestation: 



 

1.“That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the world, was a mystery to the disciples. 

They could not understand the words of Christ in their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the outward, visible 

manifestation. They could not take in the fact that they could have the presence of Christ with them, and yet He be 

unseen by the world. They did not understand the meaning of a spiritual manifestation.” The Southern Review- 09-

13-98 

 

2. They were to teach the observance of all things whatsoever Jesus had commanded  them, and were to baptize in 

the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Jesus was about to be removed from his disciples; but he 

assured them that although he should ascend to his Father, his Spirit and influence would be with them always, and 

with their successors even unto the end of the world. Christ could not have left his followers a more precious legacy 

than the assurance that his presence would be with them through all the dark and trying hours of life. When Satan 

seems ready to destroy the church of God, and bring his people to confusion, they should remember that One has 

promised to be with them who has said, "All power is given unto me in Heaven and on earth."  Redemption: or the 

Resurrection of Christ; and His Ascension -PG- 56 

 

3.“...when on the day of Pentecost the promised Comforter descended, and the power from on high was given, and 

the souls of the believers thrilled with the conscious presence of their ascended Lord,--” GC 350.1 

 

4. The work of the Holy Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this Source that power and efficiency come to the 

worker for God; and the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, as the personal presence of Christ to the soul. He who looks to 

Christ in simple, childlike faith is made a partaker of the divine nature through the agency of the Holy Spirit. When 

led by the Spirit of God, the Christian may know that he is made complete in Him who is the head of all things. As 

Christ was glorified on the day of Pentecost, so will He again be glorified in the closing work of the gospel, when He 

shall prepare a people to stand the final test, in the closing conflict of the great controversy. {YRP 177.1}  

 

5. The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die is that the enemy has brought influences of a 

discouraging nature to bear upon trembling souls. He has sought to shut Jesus from their view as the Comforter, as 

one who reproves, who warns, who admonishes them, saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Christ has all power in 

heaven and in earth, and He can strengthen the wavering, and set right the erring. He can inspire with confidence, 

with hope in God; and confidence in God always results in creating confidence in one another.  {RC 21.3} 

 

You see friends the disciples could not understand what Jesus meant when he said that the Comforter was to be 

sent after he left them. So it is with many today. 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
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