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YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN 
 

Isaiah 35:5-6. 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert. 

 

How beautiful and magnificent is the imagery, by which the prophet, in this 
chapter, represents the effects of MESSIAH’S appearance! The scene, proposed to 
our view, is a barren and desolate wilderness. But when he, who in the beginning 

said, Let there be light, and there was light, condescends to visit this wilderness, 
the face of nature is suddenly changed by his presence. Fountains and streams of 
water burst forth in the burning desert, the soil becomes fruitful, clothed with 

verdure and adorned with flowers. The towering cedars, which were the glory of 
Lebanon, and the richest pastures, which were the excellency of Carmel, present 

themselves to the eye, where, a little before, all was uncomfortable and dreary. 
How is it, that so few of those who value themselves upon their taste, and who 
profess to be admirers of pastoral poetry in particularly, are struck with the 

elegance and beauty of this description? Alas, we can only ascribe their 
indifference to the depravity of the human heart. They would, surely, have 

admired this picture, could they have met with it in any of their authors; but 
descriptive painting in this style, so exquisitely combining grandeur with 
simplicity, are only to be found in the Bible, a book, which their unhappy 

prejudices and passions, too often lead them to deprecate and neglect. But they 
who have a scriptural taste, not only admire this passage as a description of a 
pleasing change in outward nature, but consider it as a just and expressive 

representation of a more important, a moral change, of which, they have 
themselves been, in a measure, the happy subjects.  

 
The barren wilderness reminds them of the state of mankind by the fall, and of 
their own hearts, before MESSIAH, the Sun of Righteousness arose upon them 

with healing, with light, power, and comfort, in his beams. In that memorable 
hour, old things passed away, and all things became new. The Lord, by shining 

into their hearts, and shewing them his glory in the person of Christ, has created 
for them a new heaven and new earth. The works of God around them in creation 
and providence assume a different appearance. Before, they lived without him in 

the world; but now, they see his hand wherever they look, they hear his voice in 
every event, for now the principles of his grace are planted in their souls, and they 
are no longer barren not unfruitful, but are filled with the fruits of righteousness, 

which are by Jesus Christ to his praise. Philippians 1:11.Not only the wilderness, 
but the inhabitants of the wilderness partake of the virtue of the great Redeemer. 

He finds them in circumstances of distress, which he only can relieve. But when 
he comes, the blind receive their flight, the deaf hear, the lame walk, and the 
dumb have voices given them to resound his praise. These mighty works, in their 

literal sense, marked his character, and confirmed his claims, when he was upon 
the earth; and to these, he himself appealed, in proof of his being the promised 
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Saviour whom the prophets had foretold, and that no other was to be expected. 
Matthew 11:3-5 
 

But the words have a still more sublime and important sense. As the great 
Physician, he cured all manner of bodily diseases and infirmities. But this was not 
the principal design for which he came into the world. The maladies to which sin 

has subjected the body, are but emblems of the more dreadful evils which it has 
brought upon the soul. He came to open the eyes of the mind; to make the 

obstinate will attentive and obedient to the voice of God; to invigorate our 
benumbed and paralytic faculties; that we may be active and cheerful in his 
service, and to open our lips, that our mouths may show forth his praise. I have a 

good hope that may warrantably say, This day is the scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. Luke 4:21 
 

These different effects are produced by one simple, but powerful, operations. While 
Lazarus lay in the grave, all his natural powers were inactive. But when the voice 

of the Son of God restored him to life, John 11:43 he was, of course, immediately 
enable to see, to hear, to move and to speak. Thus, while we were spiritually dead, 
we were necessarily blind, deaf, dumb, and motionless, with respect to all the 

objects and faculties of that life of God in the soul, which is the perfection and 
honour of our nature. When we are made partakers of this life, by a new and 

heavenly birth, then our spiritual senses are brought into exercise. Then the eyes 
of the blind are opened, to see the beauty and glory of divine truths, we hear the 
voice of God, we feel a liberty to walk and act in his service, and our tongues are 

taught to praise him. Here are chief effects of a work of grace upon the heart, 
which distinguish believers from the rest of mankind. 
 

a) 1John 3:4-9 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is 
the transgression of the law.5 And ye know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins; and in him is no sin.6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 

not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.7 Little 
children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, 
even as he is righteous.8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.9 Whosoever is born 
of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 

sin, because he is born of God. 

 
b) Genuine faith is followed by love, and love by obedience. All the powers 

and passions of the converted man are brought under the control of 
Christ. His Spirit is a renewing power, transforming to the divine image all 
who will receive it. . . .  {Mar 73.5}   
 

c) "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin." He feels that he is the 
purchase of the blood of Christ and bound by the most solemn vows to 



Sami LW: July 3rd                                                                                                                 You must be Born Again 2019 

 

3  

 

glorify God in his body and in his spirit, which are God's. The love of sin 
and the love of self are subdued in him. He daily asks: "What shall I 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me?" "Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?"  {Mar 73.6} 

 
d) It is through faith in Jesus Christ that the truth is accepted in the heart and 

the human agent is purified and cleansed. Jesus was "wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." Is it possible to 
be healed, while knowingly committing sin?--No; it is genuine faith that 
says, I know that I have committed sin, but that Jesus has pardoned my 
sin; and hereafter I will resist temptation in and through His might. 

"Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure." 
He has an abiding principle in the soul, that enables him to overcome 

temptation.  {SD 297.3}   
 

e) "Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not." God has power to keep the soul 

who is in Christ, when that soul is under temptation. "Whosoever sinneth 
hath not seen him, neither known him." That is, every one who is a true 
believer is sanctified through the truth, in life and character. "Little children, 
let no man deceive you: he that doeth [not professeth to do] righteousness is 
righteous, even as he is righteous." "Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; . . . because he is born of God. In this the children of God are 

manifest, and the children of the devil." Now mark where the distinction is 
made: "Whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither is he that 
loveth not his brother." "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth."  {SD 297.4} 

 
f) The spirit of Christ will be revealed in all who are born of God. Strife and 

contention cannot arise among those who are controlled by His Spirit. 

"Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord." The church will rarely take a 
higher stand than is taken by her ministers. {5T 227.3}   

 
g) Let us think of the great sacrifice Christ has made in our behalf. For us he 

endured insult and mockery. He was tempted in all points like as we are, that 
he might be able to succor those that are tempted. There is joy for the believer 
in the promises of God. Let us make these promises the foundation of our 
faith. If we receive Christ as a personal Saviour, his power will keep us 

from falling. Here is the word of the Lord in our behalf. "Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him; and 
he can not sin; because he is born of God. In this the children of God are 

manifest, and the children of the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is the message that 
ye have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another."  {GCB, 
April 23, 1901 par. 21} 
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h) "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might 
destroy. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed 

remaineth in him: and he can not sin, because he is born of God."  {RH, 
June 30, 1910 par. 9}   

 
i) To know God is, in the Scriptural sense of the term, to be one with him in 

heart and mind, having an experimental knowledge of him, holding 
reverential communion with him as the Redeemer. Only through sincere 
obedience can this communion be obtained. Where this communion is 

lacking, the heart is not in any sense a temple of God, but is controlled by the 
foe, who is working out his own purposes through the human agency. Such a 
man, whatever his profession or claims, is not a temple of the Holy Spirit.  
{RH, June 30, 1910 par. 10}   

 
j) The experience is perfected by fruit-bearing. He who does not bear good fruit 

in words and deeds, in the strength of elevated, ennobling principle, is like a 
bad tree. The fruit that he bears is unpalatable to God. His professed 
knowledge of Christ is a falsehood, a deception.  {RH, June 30, 1910 par. 11}   

 
k) "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth 

in him: and he can not sin, because he is born of God. In this the 

children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother."  {RH, 
June 30, 1910 par. 12}   

l) The light is all contained in the great commandment of love. In the light of the 
love of Christ, the gospel is an open book. This is the true light, which Christ 
came to bring to the world. The Saviour's true disciples have received this 
love, and they do not perform one deceptive action. They do not, to 
gain advantage for themselves, make movements that would place others 

in a position of sore trial.  {RH, June 30, 1910 par. 13} 
 

m) Though disobeying the express command of the Lord, Saul claimed to have 
performed the directions, that had been given him; and in this day there are 
those who claim to be the children of God who take a similar course. But John 
tells us that "he that committeth sin is of the devil."  {ST, January 9, 
1896 par. 2}   

 
n) There are those who claim to be wholly sanctified, and yet they persist in 

keeping up an unrelenting warfare against the law of God. We do not 

need to specify to what class they belong, for John has plainly declared that 
"he that committeth sin is of the devil." "Whosoever is born of God 

doth not commit sin," that is, is not found in transgression of the law 
of God. We are not to be deceived by the high pretensions of those who claim 

advanced piety; for our Saviour has given us a rule by which to measure their 
claims. He says: "By their fruits ye shall know them." "To the law and to the 
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testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them."  {ST, January 9, 1896 par. 3}   

 
o) "Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the 

whole heart. They also do no iniquity; they walk in his ways. Thou hast 
commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O that my ways were 
directed to keep thy statutes! Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments. I will praise thee with uprightness of 
heart, when I have learned all thy righteous judgments. I will keep thy 
statutes. . . . Give me understanding, and I will keep thy law; yea, I shall 
observe it with my whole heart. Make me to go in the path of thy 

commandments; for therein do I delight. . . . Take not the word of truth 
utterly out of my mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments. So shall I keep 

thy law continually forever and ever. And I will walk at liberty; for I 
seek thy precepts. I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will 
not be ashamed. And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I 
have loved. My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I 

have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes. . . . O how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments hast 

made me wiser than mine enemies; for they are ever with me. I have more 
understanding than all my teachers; for thy testimonies are my meditation. I 
understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts."  {ST, 
January 9, 1896 par. 4}   

 
p) "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth 

in him; and he can not sin, because he is born of God." The standard 

which is to test every doctrine, every theory, every profession, is the law of 
God. "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin,"--break the law of 

Jehovah. If a man is born of God, he will respect the principles of the divine 
government, and will not wilfully transgress the law of God in thought, 

or word, or action. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God,  which liveth and abideth forever." "Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-
fruits of his creatures." Jesus prayed that his disciples might be sanctified 
through the truth, and added, "Thy word is truth."  {ST, April 30, 1896 par. 1}   

 
q) The new birth is accomplished by the reception of the word of God; but those 

who belittle the word of God, those who cast contempt upon the law of 
Jehovah, place themselves under the banner of the prince of darkness. Satan 
began the work of rebellion in heaven by opposition to the constitution and 
government of God; and this is the manner of work he has carried on ever 
since the fall of man. Through the agency of evil men he seeks to make void 
the law of the Most High. "For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil." Christ vindicated and honored 
the law of God, declaring that upon the principles of the Ten Commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. Those who manifest disrespect for the 
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law of Jehovah, make it evident that they have not been born again, 
and the truth does not abide in them.  {ST, April 30, 1896 par. 2}   

 
r) "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us." This statement must be so read as to harmonize with the 

statement that if we are born of God, we shall not commit sin; for "if 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us." "And hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected; hereby 
know we that we are in him." John says, "I write no new commandment unto 
you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning."  {ST, April 
30, 1896 par. 3}   

 
s) "Whoso abideth in him sinneth not," that is, does not wilfully 

transgress the law of God; for "sin is the transgression of the law." But 
what conclusion are we to draw from the profession of those who claim to 

be sanctified, to be living without sin, and yet who openly cast contempt 
upon the law of God? They claim to possess advanced piety, and at the 
same time, by thought, and word, and deed, they transgress the law, 
and teach others by precept and example that they may sin with 
impunity. John tests their pretentious claims, and says, "He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him." "Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not; whosoever sinneth 
hath not seen him, neither known him." Those who claim to be sanctified, 
and who at the same time openly defame the law of God, are in 

terrible deception, and are blasphemers of the God of heaven. John 
says, "Let no man deceive you; he that doeth righteousness [keeps the 

commandments of God] is righteous, even as He is righteous. He that 
committeth sin [transgresses the law] is of the devil." God has placed 
the transgressor of the law in the ranks of the powers of darkness, in the 
company of the first great apostate.  {ST, April 30, 1896 par. 4}   

 
t) "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 

man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
Even those who are striving in sincerity to keep the law of God, are not 
always free from sin. Through some deceptive temptation, they are 

deceived, and fall into error. But when their sin comes home to their 
conscience, they see themselves condemned in the light of the holy precepts 
of God's law; but they do not war against the law which condemns 
them; they repent of their sin, and seek pardon through the merit of 

Christ, who died for their sins in order that they might be justified by faith in 
his blood. They do not avoid confession and repentance when the 
neglected law of God is brought to their attention, by exclaiming, as do the 
self-righteous pretenders to holiness, "I am sanctified, I am holy, and I can not 
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sin." This is the class whom the apostle rebukes; for he says, "If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." It is 
evident that where a claim to sinlessness is made, there the law of God 
has not been written in the heart; for the commandments of God are 
exceeding broad, and are discerners of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart. The apostle speaks words of encouragement to those who realize 
that they are sinners, and says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." "If we 
say we have no sin," when our thoughts, words, and actions, reflected from 

the law of God, the great moral mirror, reveal us as transgressors, we make 
God a liar, and prove that his word is not in us.  {ST, April 30, 1896 par. 5} 

 
u) Will the churches heed the Laodicean message? Will they repent, or will they, 

notwithstanding that the most solemn message of truth--the third angel's 
message--is being proclaimed to the world, go on in sin? This is the last 
message of mercy, the last warning to a fallen world. If the church of God 

becomes lukewarm, it does not stand in favor with God any more than 
do the churches that are represented as having fallen and become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of 

every unclean and hateful bird. Those who have had opportunities to hear 
and receive the truth and who have united with the Seventh-day 

Adventist church, calling themselves the commandment-keeping people of 
God, and yet possess no more vitality and consecration to God than do the 
nominal churches, will receive of the plagues of God just as verily as the 

churches who oppose the law of God. Only those that are sanctified 
through the truth will compose the royal family in the heavenly mansions 
Christ has gone to prepare for those that love Him and keep His 
commandments.  {19MR 176.1}   

 
v) "He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, 

and the truth is not in him" [1 John 2:4]. This includes all who claim to 
have a knowledge of God, and to keep His commandments, but who do 

not manifest this by good works. They will receive according to their 
deeds. "Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not 
seen Him, neither known Him" [1 John 3:6]. This is addressed to all 

church members, including the members of the Seventh-day Adventist 
churches. "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous. He that committeth sin 
is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed remaineth 

in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the 
children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother" [1 John 
3:7-10].  {19MR 176.2}   
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w) All who claim to be Sabbath-keeping Adventists, and yet continue in 
sin, are liars in God's sight. Their sinful course is counterworking the 
work of God. They are leading others into sin. The word comes from God 

to every member of our churches, "And make straight paths for your feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; Lest there 
be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat 
sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was rejected; for he found no place of 

repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears" [Hebrews 12:13-
17].  {19MR 177.1}   

 
x) This is applicable to many who claim to believe the truth. Rather than 

give up their lustful practices, they venture on in a wrong line of education 
under Satan's deceiving sophistry. Sin is not discerned as sinful. Their very 

consciences are defiled, their hearts are corrupted, even the thoughts 
are continually corrupt. Satan uses them as decoys to lure souls to 
unclean practices which defile the whole being. "He that despised Moses' law 
[which was the law of God] died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 

thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 

unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we 
know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge His people. It is a fearful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God" [Hebrews 10:28-31]. --
Letter 35, 1898. 

 
And these effects are all to be ascribed to MESSIAH. For they are all wrought by 

the agency of his Holy Spirit. The gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit which are 
absolutely necessary, as well for the perpetuating of his gospel from age to age, as 
for making it efficacious and successful, are bestowed upon sinners wholly upon 

the account of his mediation. It was, when he ascended on high and led captivity, 
Psalms 68:18 that he procured these blessings for rebellious men, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them. And it was only for his sake, and on the account of 

what he was to accomplish in the fullness of time, as intimated in the promise of 
the seed of woman appointed to break the serpent’s head, that there were any 

gracious communications afforded to fallen man, from the first entrance of sin 
into the world. But now the Redeemer’s great work is fulfilled, his salvation is 
more openly revealed and applied, by the publication of the gospel, with the Holy 

Ghost sent down from heaven, and sinners hear the voice of God and live. Then all 
the changes, prefigured and predicted in my text, take place, and the wilderness 

becomes a fruitful field. 
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They were once blind, but now they see. The religion of true believers is not the 
effect of imagination and blind impulse, but is derived from a solid knowledge 
which will bear the strictest security, and is the reasonable services of an 

enlightened understanding. They see God; their apprehensions of him, are, in 
some measure, answerable to his greatness and his goodness, and inspire then 
with reverence and love. Their conceptions of other things in which they are most 

nearly interested, are agreeable to the truth. Sin appears to them hateful in itself, 
as well as mischievous in it consequences; and holiness, not only necessary by the 

ordination of God, but desirable for its own sake, as essentially belonging to the 
true dignity and happiness of man. They know themselves; they see and feel that 
they are such creatures as the Bible describes them to be, weak, deprave, and vile. 

Of course, they see the folly of attempting to recommend themselves to God, and 
can no longer place any dependence on what they once accounted their wisdom, 
power, or righteousness; and therefore they see the absolute necessity of a 

Saviour. They see, likewise, and approve the method of salvation proposed by the 
gospel, as worthy of the wisdom and justice of God, and in every way adapted to 

the exigencies of their sins, wants, and fears. They see and admire the excellence, 
dignity, and sufficiency of him, on whom their help is laid. His power and 
authority engage their confidence, his love captivates and fixes their hearts. They 

see the vanity of the present state, and the vast importance of eternity. In these 
respects they have all of them a good understanding, however inferior in natural 

capacity, or acquired knowledge, to the wise men of the world. 
 
Their knowledge, so far as they have attained, is not merely speculative, cold, and 

indistinct, like the light of the moon. The Sun of Righteousness has shined into 
their hearts. The light they enjoy is vital, cheering and effective. Because they thus 
see, they hear likewise. They were once deaf to the voice of God, whether he spoke 

by his word or his providence; whether in the language of mercy of judgment. But 
now their deaf ears are unstopped. They are now attentive, submissive, and 

willing to receive his instruction, and to obey his commands. With them, one Thus 
saith the Lord, has the force of a thousand arguments. They desire no farther 
proof of a doctrine, no other warrant for their practice, no other reason for any 

dispensation, than Thus the Lord has said, This he requires, and This is his 
appointment. Thus their wills are brought into subjection; and they so 

understand, as to believe and obey. 
 
Farther, with their sight and hearing, they receive power and activity. Once, they 

were tied and bound in the chain of their sins, or like a man benumbed with a 
dead palsy, unable to move. If they sometimes seemed to express desires, that 
might be called good with respect to their object, they were faint and ineffectual. 

but now their fetters are broken, the health and strength of their souls is restored, 
and God has wrought in them not only to will, but also to do according to his good 

pleasure. Philippians 2:13 It is not more wonderful that a cripple should suddenly 
recover the use of his limbs, than that a person, who has long been fettered in 
sinful habits, should be enabled to move and act with alacrity in the service of 

God. But in the day of divine power, sinners were made both willing and able. How 
burdensome was that which they once accounted their religion! How little comfort 
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did it yield them! How little did it assist them against their fears? But all things 
are become new, since they have attained to a life of faith in the Sod of God. Their 
religious service is not pleasant, and their warfare, against sin and the world; 

victorious. Their obligations, motives, resources, encouragement, and prospects, 
inspire them with a holy vigour, to run, with patience and perseverance, the race 
that is set before them. 

 
Having the sight and hearing thus restored, and their hearts enlarged to walk at 

liberty in the ways of wisdom; they are no longer dumb, silent, and sullen, but, 
out of the abundance of their hearts, their mouths speak the language of 
gratitude, praise; and joy. For though most people have the faculty of speech, and 

can use, or rather abuse, their tongues fluently; though we are sufficiently expert 
from our childhood, in the dialects of falsehood, profaneness and folly; yet, by 
nature, we are dumb with respect to the language that becomes us, as the 

creatures of God, and as those who have sinned against him, and yet are invited 
to seek his mercy. But when grace teaches the heart, then the heart teaches the 

mouth. Proverbs 16:23 When we believe, then we speak, yea, we sing and greatly 
rejoice; as it is written, In that day I will praise thee; though thou wast angry, this 
anger is turned away. Isaiah 12:1 And again, The voice of joy and thanksgiving is 

in the tabernacles of the righteous. Psalms 118:15 Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say, That he is good, and his mercy endureth for ever. Psalms 107:2 It is of great 

importance to examine ourselves by this test, and not to be satisfied with our 
knowledge of the gospel, any farther than our consciences bear us witness, that it 
has produced a real, moral, change in our tempers, conducts, and pursuits. For 

there is a knowledge which is falsely so called. It puffeth up, but edifieth not. Our 
Lord’s declaration deserves our most serious attention. For judgment I am come 
into this world; that they which fee not may see, and that they which see might be 

made blind. John 9:39  
 

It is very possible, yea, very easy by the help of books, sermons, and converse, to 
acquire an orderly and systematic knowledge of divine truths; it may be learnt 
thus, like any other branch of human science, and the head be well stored with 

orthodox sentiments; and there may be an ability to prove and defend them, in a 
way of argumentation, while the heart is utterly a stranger to their salutary 

influence. Such characters are too common. None make a greater parade and 
boast of seeing, than these persons. None are more fatally blinded. They smile 
with disdain, when they speak of a self-righteousness founded upon prayers, 

alms-deeds, and sacraments; but are not aware that they themselves live in the 
spirit of the Pharisees Luke 18:2, so clearly described, and so expressly 
condemned, in the New Testament. Their supposed knowledge of the doctrine 

which they which they misunderstand and abuse, is the righteousness on which 
they build their hopes; and trusting to this, they despise all those who are stricter 

in practice than themselves, as ignorant and legal; and discover, almost as great 
dislike to close and faithful preaching, as they could do to poison. Though the 
doctrines of the gospel, when rightly received, are productive of godliness, it is to 

be feared, there are people who espouse and plead for them, to quiet their 
consciences, by furnishing them with excuses for the sins they are unwilling to 
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forsake. It is not surprising, that they who are displeased with the yoke of our 
Lord’s precepts, should seem friendly to the idea of salvation without the works of 
the law. The notion of the final perseverance of believers, may afford a pillow for 

those to rest on, who being at present destitute of all feeling of spiritual life, labour 
to persuade themselves that they are Christians, because they had some serious 
thoughts, and made some profession of the truth, many years ago. So, likewise, in 

what the scriptures teach, of the total inability of fallen man, they think they have 
a plea to justify their negligence and sloth, and therefore are not disposed to 

contradict the testimony.  
 
The invitation and command to wait, and watch, and strive, in the says and 

means of the Lord’s appointment, they evade, as they think, with impunity, by 
confessing the charge, and saying, I am a poor creature indeed, I can do nothing 
of myself aright, and therefore to what purpose should I attempt to do anything? A 

minister may preach upon these points, in general terms, and obtain their good 
word. But if he speaks plainly and faithfully to conscience; if he bears testimony 

not only against dead works, but against a dead faith; against spiritual pride, evil 
tempers, evil speaking, love of the world and sinful compliances; if he insists that 
the branches of the true vine should bear grapes, and not the same fruit as the 

bramble; hearers of this stamp will think they do God service, by censuring all he 
can say, as low and legal trash. How awful! that people should be blinded by the 

very truths which they profess to believe! Yet I fear such cases are too frequent. 
God grant a delusion of this kind may never be found amongst us! For if the salt 
itself should lose its savour, wherewith shall it be salted? Matthew 5:13 May we 

come simply to the light, with a desire of seeing more of our Saviour; that we may 
be more humble and spiritual, more afraid of sin, more watchful and successful in 
striving against it; and, in our whole conversation, more comfortable to our 

glorious Head! 
 

But to return, From what has been offered upon this subject, we may observe. 
 

I. That true Christianity is friendly to society, and to the common interests of 
mankind. It is the source of peace, tenderness, benevolence, and every 
human temper. It is calculated to sooth the fierce disposition, to enlarge the 
selfish spirit, and to transform the lion into the lamb. What then must we 
thing of those pretended friends to liberty and free enquiry, whose 
unhappy zeal, is employed, to rob us of the only light and balm of life? 
Who, by their misrepresentations and cavils, endeavour to persuade 
others, though they cannot effectually persuade themselves, that the 
gospel, a scheme so wise in its constitution, so salutary in its design, so 
powerful in its effects, is no better than an imposition, the contrivance of 
superstitious or artful men! Why should they attempt to take away, the 
foundation of our hope, and the spring of our comfort (if they were able) 
when they know they have nothing to substitute, in their place! Let us 
think of them with that compassion which their state calls for; and pray for 
them, if peradventure God will give them repentance to the 
acknowledgement of the truth. 2Timothy 2:25 
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II. The change thus wrought is great, marvelous, and, if not so frequent, might be 

styled miraculous. It is more than education, example, persuasion, or 
resolution can perform. It is the work of God alone to open the blind eyes, 
to change the heart of stone into flesh, and to raise the dead. 

 
III. This thought should exclude boasting. The happy subjects of this change, 

were no better by nature or practice, than others. They have nothing but 
what they have received. The glory and praise is due to the Lord alone. It 
should likewise soften their censure of those who are still in a state of 
alienation from God, or, at least, prevent the emotions of anger and 
resentment towards them. They know not what they do. Their danger 
should excite our pity, and our friendly endeavours to recover them from 
the error of their way. And, especially, we should be careful so to regulate 
our behaviour, that if they obey not the word, they may without the word 
be convinced and won, 1Peter 3:1 by the force of our example. If the Lord 
be pleased to do that for then, which he has done for use, this dislike of 
us, and their opposition to us, will be quickly at an end; and though they 
set out after us, they may possibly make a swifter progress in the 
Christian life, than we have done. Thus, thought Saul of Tarsus 
approached Damascus, as an enemy and a persecutor, when the scales 
fell from his eyes, he not only immediately joined the disciples, but in a 
little time became a pattern to them.  
 

IV. That the change is the work of God, should likewise be considered by those, 
who, from a sense of the greatness of their sins, and the strength of their 
sinful habits, are ready to sink into despair. Whatever apparent difficulty 
there may be in your case, it is easy to divine power. All things are 
possible with God, Mark 10:27 and all things, likewise, are profitable to 
him that believeth. Mark 9:23 The promises invite you to apply to him who 
is the Author and finisher or faith, and who has said for your 
encouragement, Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out. 

 
It is only when are born again then we can have a full comprehension of these 

verses: 
 

Isaiah 35:5-6. 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert. 

 

Blessings 


