
 1 

The 3 Elijah’s 

First Elijah 

We want to look at the 3 Elijah’s and see what God intents us to learn in this end-times. Actually the 
3 messengers (Elijah’s) are raised with a specific message to give unto the perishing world. We find 

the first Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1. This Elijah came when the land of Israel was polluted and the Nation 
had sunk in Apostasy. And so he had to bring a message of repentance so that God’s people may be 
restored unto true worship. There was a merger of that which was Holy and unholy and the Lord was 
not pleased with it. First there was the marriage of Ahab and Jezebel. Now Ahab as the King of Israel 

instead as a leader leading the land to worship the true God had by his marriage to Jezebel led Israel 
to Baal worship. Why was this unholy alliance? The Lord had commanded the Israelite in 
Deuteronomy Chapters 7 and 12 not to intermarry with heathen nations and do you know who 
Jezebel is! And so the first Elijah had to lead people back to purity and in 1 Kings 18:21 we find the 

grand finale between Elijah and Baal worship. And so there is a message of repentance and 
restoration to the truth with this prophet of the Lord. 

 

We have now to consider the work of the three Elijah’s and see if the Second Elijah applies 

1 They preach a message of repentance guiding us back to the Law of God 1 Kings 18:16-21, 

Luke 3:2-8, Revelation 14:6-8) 

2 They are forerunners of judgment (1 Kings 18:40, Luke 3:9, Revelation 14:9-10) 

3 They are divinely ministered to and live in self denial (1 Kings 17:4, Mathew 3:4,  

2 Corinthians 6:17-18) 

 

Second Elijah 

The Second Elijah we first encounter of Him in the prophecy of Malachi 3:1. Now who is the Desire 
of All Nations? Haggai 2:6, 7: So we find out that this Elijah is to precede Christ in his first coming to 

restore things and welcome Christ. But like his predecessor he had to suffer in the hands of the 
wicked. Who is this Elijah in Malachi 3:1? Luke 1:11-17, Mathew 11:14 and Mark 9:11-13. So it was 
not Elijah in person but Elijah in Spirit, Zeal and Power and he had to carry out the message of the 

first Elijah. And we find out that the 2nd Elijah was John the Baptist. What similarities did he have 

with the first Elijah? 
1. The way of his life was in the wilderness 
2. His food was not a pompous diet but health reformation which is the first angles message 

“to give glory to God” 1 Corinthians 10:31: “whether you drink or eat, do it in the glory of 

God” 
3. The third and most significant thing is that he suffered the same way as the first Elijah in 

that he suffered in the hands of a woman for reproving the king. 
 

Mark 6:14-29, Mathew 14:1-12 is an account of John’s struggle with the king and just as Elijah the 
Tishbite suffered in the hands of Ahab because of Jezebel so John the Baptist the second Elijah 
suffered in the hands of Herod because of Herodias. His message: the unholy alliances; God detested 
in them Leviticus 18:16, 20:21. And the other message was repentance unto restoration unto true 

worship Luke 3:1-9. 

 

Malachi 3: 

Verse 1: Behold, I will send my messenger] Does not this speak of John the Baptist? I, the Messiah, the 

Seed of God, mentioned above, will send my messenger, John the Baptist. Calling especial attention to the 

momentous truths which follow; ye unbelievingly ask, where is the God of judgment (Mal 2:7)? 

 

My messenger--; as Mt 3:3; 11:10; Mr 1:2,3; Lu 1:76; 3:4; 7:26,27; John 1:23, prove. This passage of 

Malachi evidently rests on that of Isaiah his predecessor (Isaiah 40:3-5). Perhaps also, as many thinks, 

"messenger" includes the long line of prophets headed by Elijah (whence his name is put in Mal 4:5 as a 

representative name), and terminating in John, the last and greatest of the prophets (Mt 11:9-11). John as 

the representative prophet (the forerunner of Messiah the representative God-man) gathered in himself all 
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the scattered lineaments of previous prophecy (hence Christ terms him "much more than a prophet," Lu 

7:26), reproducing all its awful and yet inspiriting utterances: his coarse garb, like that of the old prophets, 

being a visible exhortation to repentance; the wilderness in which he preached symbolizing the lifeless, 

barren state of the Jews at that time, politically and spiritually; his topics sin, repentance, and salvation, 

presenting for the last time the condensed epitome of all previous teachings of God by His prophets; so that 

he is called pre-eminently God's "messenger." Hence the oldest and true reading of Mark 1:2 is, "as it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet"; the difficulty of which is, how can the prophecy of Malachi be referred 

to Isaiah? The explanation is: the passage in Malachi rests on that in Isaiah 40:3, and therefore the 

original source of the prophecy is referred to in order to mark this dependency and connection. 

 

Mark 1:1-3 

Quotations are here borrowed from two prophecies--that of Isaiah, which was the longest, and that of 

Malachi, which was the latest (and there were above three hundred years between them), both of whom 

spoke to the same purport concerning the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, in the ministry of John.  

 

1. Malachi, in whom we had the Old-Testament farewell, spoke very plainly (Mal 3:1) concerning John 

Baptist, who was to give the New- Testament welcome. Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 

Mark 1:2. Christ himself had taken notice of this, and applied it to John (Mt 11:10), who was God's 

messenger, sent to prepare Christ's way.  

  

2. Isaiah, the most evangelical of all the prophets, begins the evangelical part of his prophecy with this, 

which points to the beginning of the gospel of Christ (Isaiah 40:3); the voice of him that crieth in the 

wilderness, Mark 1:3. Matthew had taken notice of this, and applied it to John, Mt 3:3. But from these two 

put together here, we may observe,  

  

(1.) That Christ, in his gospel, comes among us, bringing with him a treasure of grace, and a sceptre of 

government.  

  

(2.) Such is the corruption of the world, that there is something to do to make room for him, and to remove 

that which gives not only obstruction, but opposition to his progress.  

  

(3.) When God sent his Son into the world, he took care, and when he sends him into the heart, he takes 

care, effectual care, to prepare his way before him; for the designs of his grace shall not be frustrated; nor 

may any expect the comforts of that grace, but such as, by conviction of sin and humiliation for it, are 

prepared for those comforts, and disposed to receive them.  

  

(4.) When the paths that were crooked, are made straight (the mistakes of the judgment rectified, and the 

crooked ways of the affections), then way is made for Christ's comforts.  

  

(5.) It is in a wilderness, for such this world is, that Christ's way is prepared, and theirs that follow him, 

like that which Israel passed through to Canaan.  

  

(6.) The messengers of conviction and terror, that come to prepare Christ's way, are God's messengers, 

whom he sends and will own, and must be received as such.  

  

(7.) They that are sent to prepare the way of the Lord, in such a vast howling wilderness as this is, have 

need to cry aloud, and not spare, and to lift up their voice like a trumpet.  

  

What the beginning of the New Testament was. The gospel began in John Baptist; for the law and the 

prophets were, until John, the only divine revelation, but then the kingdom of God began to be preached, 

Lu 16:16. Peter begins from the baptism of John, Ac 1:22. The gospel did not begin so soon as the birth of 

Christ, for he took time to increase in wisdom and stature, not so late as his entering upon his public 
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ministry, but half a year before, when John began to preach the same doctrine that Christ afterward 

preached. His baptism was the dawning of the gospel day; for,  

  

1. In John's way of living there was the beginning of a gospel spirit; for it bespoke great self-denial, 

mortification of the flesh, a holy contempt of the world, and nonconformity to it, which may truly be called 

the beginning of the gospel of Christ in any soul, Mar 1:6. He was clothed with camels' hair, not with soft 

raiment; was girt, not with a goldenk, but with a leathern girdle; and, in contempt of dainties and delicate 

things, his meat was locusts and wild honey. Note, The more we sit loose to the body, and live above the 

world, the better we are prepared for Jesus Christ.  

  

2. In John's preaching and baptizing there was the beginning of the gospel doctrines and ordinances, and 

the first fruits of them.  

  

(1.) He preached the remission of sins, which is the great gospel privilege; showed people their need of it, 

that they were undone without it, and that it might be obtained.  

  

(2.) He preached repentance, in order to it; he told people that there must be a renovation of their hearts 

and a reformation of their lives, that they must forsake their sins and turn to God, and upon those terms and 

no other, their sins should be forgiven. Repentance for the remission of sins, was what the apostles were 

commissioned to preach to all nations, Lu 24:47.  

  

(3.) He preached Christ, and directed his hearers to expect him speedily to appear, and to expect great 

things from him. The preaching of Christ is pure gospel, and that was John Baptist's preaching,  

Mark 1:7-8. Like a true gospel minister, he preaches,  

  

[1.] The great pre-eminence Christ is advanced to; so high, so great, is Christ, that John, though one of the 

greatest that was born of women, thinks himself unworthy to be employed in the meanest office about him, 

even to stoop down, and untie his shoes. Thus industrious is he to give honour to him, and to bring others 

to do so too.  

  

[2.] The great power Christ is invested with; He comes after me in time, but he is mightier than I, mightier 

than the mighty ones of the earth, for he is able to baptize with the Holy Ghost; he can give the Spirit of 

God, and by him govern the spirits of men.  

  

[3.] The great promise Christ makes in his gospel to those who have repented, and have had their sins 

forgiven them; They shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, shall be purified by his graces, and refreshed 

by his comforts. And, lastly, All those who received his doctrine, and submitted to his institution, he 

baptized with water, as the manner of the Jews was to admit proselytes, in token of their cleansing 

themselves by repentance and reformation (which were the duties required), and of God's cleansing them 

both by remission and by sanctification, which were the blessings promised. Now this was afterward to be 

advanced into a gospel ordinance, which John's using it was a preface to.  

  

3. In the success of John's preaching, and the disciples he admitted by baptism, there was the beginning of 

a gospel church.  He baptized in the wilderness, and declined going into the cities; but there went out unto 

him all the land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, inhabitants both of city and country, families of them, and 

were all baptized of him. They entered themselves his disciples, and bound themselves to his discipline; in 

token of which, they confessed their sins; he admitted them his disciples, in token of which, he baptized 

them. Here were the stamina of the gospel church, the dew of its youth from the womb of the morning, Ps 

110:3. Many of these afterward became followers of Christ, and preachers of his gospel, and this grain of 

mustard-seed became a tree. 
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The Lord--Ha-Adon in Hebrew. The article marks that it is JEHOVAH (Ex 23:17; 34:23; compare Joshua 

3:11, 13). Compare Dan 9:17, where the Divine Son is meant by "for THE Lord's sake." God the speaker 

makes "the Lord," the "messenger of the covenant," one with Himself. "I will send. Before Me," adding, 

"THE LORD.  shall  . come"; so that "the Lord" must be one with the "Me," that is, He must be GOD, 

"before" whom John was sent. As the divinity of the Son and His oneness with the Father are thus proved, 

so the distinctness of personality is proved by "I send" and He "shall come," as distinguished from one 

another. He also comes to the temple as "His temple": marking His divine lordship over it, as contrasted 

with all creatures, who are but "servants in" it (Hag 2:7; Heb 3:2,5,6).  

 

He shall prepare the way] be as a pioneer before me; a corrector of civil abuses, and a preacher of 

righteousness. Isaiah 40:3. He is Christ's harbinger: He shall prepare the way before me, by calling men to 

those duties which qualify them to receive the comforts of the Messiah and his coming, and by taking them 

off from a confidence in their relation to Abraham as their father (which, they thought, would serve their 

turn without a saviour), and by giving notice that the Messiah was now at hand, and so raising men's 

expectations of him, and making them readily to go into the measures he would take for the setting up of 

his kingdom in the world. Note, God observes a method in his work, and, before he comes, takes care to 

have his way prepared.  This is like the giving of a sign. The church was told, long before, that the Messiah 

would come; and here it is added that, a little before he appears, there shall be a signal given; a great 

prophet shall arise, that shall give notice of his approach, and call to the everlasting gates and doors to lift 

up their heads and give him admission. The accomplishment of this is a proof that Jesus is the Christ, is he 

that should come, and we are to look for no other; for there was such a messenger sent before him, who 

made ready a people prepared for the Lord, Lu 1:17. The Jewish writers run into gross absurdities to evade 

the conviction of this evidence; some of them say that this messenger is the angel of death, who shall take 

the wicked out of this life, to be sent into hell torments; others of them say that it is Messiah the son of 

Joseph, who shall appear before Messiah the son of David; others, this prophet himself; others, an angel 

from heaven: such mistakes do those run into that will not receive the truth.  

 

 

And the Lord, whom ye seek; At His first coming, they "sought" and "delighted in" the hope of a 

temporal Saviour: not in what He then was: In the case of those whom Malachi in his time addresses, 

"whom ye seek- delight in," is ironical. They unbelievingly asked, when will He come at last? Mal 2:17, 

"Where is the God of judgment" (Isaiah 5:19; Am 5:18; 2Pe 3:3, 4)? In the case of the godly the desire for 

Messiah was sincere (Lu 2:25, 28). He is called "Angel of God's presence" (Isaiah 63:9), also Angel of 

Jehovah. Compare His appearances to Abraham (Gen 18:1,2,17,33), to Jacob (Gen 31:11; 48:15, 16), to 

Moses in the bush (Ex 3:2-6); He went before Israel as the Shekinah (Ex 14:19), and delivered the law at 

Sinai (Ac 7:38).The Messiah, whom ye expect, from the account given by the prophet Daniel, in his 

seventy weeks, Dan 9:24, Haggai 2:7. Christ was to be the desire of all nations, desirable to all (Hag 2:7); 

but he was the desire of the Jewish nation actually, because they had the promise of his coming made to 

them.  Note, those that seek Jesus shall find pleasure in him. If he be our heart's desire he will be our 

heart's delight; and we have reason to delight in him who is the messenger of the covenant, and to bid him 

welcome who came to us on so kind an errand. 

 

Shall suddenly come to his temple] shall soon be presented before the Lord in his temple; cleanse it from 

its defilement, and fill it with his teaching and his glory. Considering the time the ministration of John and 

the starting of the ministration of Jesus Christ was not long then we assume it to be suddenly. Or, He 

shall come immediately after the appearing of John Baptist, shall even tread on the heels of his 

forerunner; when that morning-star appears, believe that the Sun of righteousness is not far off.  Or, He 

shall come suddenly, that is, he shall come when by many he is not looked for; as his second coming will 

be, so his first coming was, at midnight, when some had done looking for him, for shall he find faith on 

the earth? Lu 18:8. 

 

He shall come to his temple, this temple at Jerusalem, which was lately built, that latter house which he 

was to be the glory of. It is his temple, for it is his Father's house, John 2:16. Christ, at forty days old, was 
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presented in the temple, and thither Simeon went by the Spirit, according to the direction of this prophecy, 

to see him, Lu 2:27. At twelve years old he was in the temple about his Father's business, Lu 2:49. When 

he rode in triumph into Jerusalem, it should seem that he went directly to the temple (Mt 21:12), and (Mal 

3:14) thither the blind and the lame came to him to be healed; there he often preached, and often disputed, 

and often wrought miracles. By this it appears that the Messiah was to come while that temple was 

standing; that, therefore, being long since destroyed, we must conclude that he has come, and we are to 

look for no other. Note, Those that would be acquainted with Christ and obtain his favour must meet him 

in his temple, for there he records his name and there he will bless his people. There we must receive his 

oracles and there we must pay our homage.  

 

He shall be like a refiner's fire, which separates between the gold and the dross by melting the ore, or like 

fuller's soap, which with much rubbing fetches the spots out of the cloth. Christ came to discover men, that 

the thoughts of many hearts might be revealed (Lu 2:35), to distinguish men, to separate between the 

precious and the vile, for his fan in his hand (Mt 3:12), to send fire on the earth, not peace, but rather 

division (Lu 12:49, 51), to shake heaven and earth, that the wicked might be shaken out (Job 38:13) and 

that the things which cannot be shaken might remain, Heb 12:27. See what the effect of the trial will be 

that shall be made by the gospel. To the terrors of his appearance; Even in the days of his flesh there were 

some emanations of his glory and power, such as none could stand before, witness his transfiguration, and 

the prodigies that attended his death; and we read of some that trembled before him, as Mark 5:33. 

  

To the troublous times that should follow soon after. The Jewish doctors speak of the pangs or griefs of the 

Messiah, meaning (they say) the great afflictions that should be to Israel at the time of his coming; he 

himself speaks of great tribulation then approaching, such as was not since the beginning of the world, nor 

ever shall be, Mt 24:21. The gospel shall work good upon those that are disposed to be good, to them it 

shall be a savour of life unto life (Mal 3:3): He shall sit as a refiner. Christ by his gospel shall purify and 

reform his church, and by his Spirit working with it shall regenerate and cleanse particular souls; for to this 

end he gave himself for the church, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word (Eph 5:26) and purify to himself a peculiar people, Tit 2:14. Christ is the great refiner. Observe,  

 

Who they are that he will purify--the sons of Levi, all those that are devoted to his praise and employed 

in his service, as the tribe of Levi was, and whom he designs to make unto our God spiritual priests (Re 

1:6), a holy priesthood, 1Pe 2:5. Note, all true Christians are sons of Levi, set apart for God, to do the 

service of his sanctuary, and to war the good warfare.  

 

How he will purify them; he will purge them as gold and silver, that is, he will sanctify them inwardly; he 

will not only wash away the spots they have contracted from without, but will take away the dross that is 

found in them; he will separate from them their indwelling corruptions, which rendered their faculties 

worthless and useless, and so make them like gold refined, both valuable and serviceable.  He will purge 

them with fire, as gold and silver are purged, for he baptizes with the Holy Ghost and with fire (Mt 3:11), 

with the Holy Ghost working like fire. He will purge them by afflictions and manifold temptations that the 

trial of their faith may be found to praise and honour, 1Pe 1:6-7. He will purge them so as to make them a 

precious people to himself.  

 

What will be the effect of it: That they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness, that is, that 

they may be in sincerity converted to God and consecrated to his praise (hence we read of the offering up, 

or sacrificing, of the Gentiles to God, when they were sanctified by the holy Ghost, Ro 15:16), and that 

they may in a spiritual manner worship God according to his will, may offer the sacrifices of 

righteousness, (Ps 4:5), the offering of prayer, and praise, and holy love, that they may be the true 

worshippers, who worship the Father in spirit and in truth, John 4:23-24. Note, we cannot offer unto the 

Lord any right performances in religion unless our persons be justified and sanctified. Till we ourselves be 

refined and purified by the grace of God, we cannot do any thing that will redound to the glory of God. 

God had respect to Abel first, and then to his offering; and therefore God purges his people, that they may 

offer their offerings to him in righteousness, Zephaniah 3:9.  He makes the tree good that the fruit may be 
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good. And then it follows (Mal 3:4), The offering of Judah and Jerusalem shall be pleasant unto the Lord. 

It shall no longer be offensive, as it has been, when, in the former days, they worshipped other gods with 

the God of Israel, or when, in the present days, they brought the torn, and the lame, and the sick, for 

sacrifice; but it shall be acceptable; he will be pleased with the offerers, and their offerings, as in the days 

of old and as in former years, as in the primitive times of the church, as when God had respect to Abel's 

sacrifice and smelled a savour of rest from Noah's, and when he kindled Aaron's sacrifice with fire from 

heaven. When the Messiah comes, First, He will, by his grace in them, make them acceptable; when he has 

purified and refined them, then they shall offer such sacrifices as God requires and will accept. Secondly, 

He will, by his intercession for them, make them accepted; he will recommend them and their 

performances to God, so that their prayers, being perfumed with the incense of his intercession, shall be 

pleasant unto the Lord; for he has made us accepted in the Beloved, and in him is well pleased with those 

that are in him (Mt 3:17) and bring forth fruit in him.  

  

It shall turn for a testimony against those that are resolved to go on in their wickedness, Mal 3:5. This is 

the direct answer to their challenge, "where is the God of judgment? You shall know where he is, and shall 

know it to your terror and confusion, for I will come near to you to judgment; to you that set divine justice 

at defiance. To them the gospel of Christ will be a savour of death unto death; it will bind them over to 

condemnation and will judge them in the great day, John 12:48. Let us see here,  

  

Who the sinners are that must appear to be judged by the gospel of Christ: they are the sorcerers, who died 

in spiritual wickedness, that forsake the oracles of the God of truth to consult the father of lies; and the 

adulterers, who wallow in the lusts of the flesh, those adulterers who were charged with dealing 

treacherously (Mal 2:15); and the false swearers, who profane God's name and affront his justice, by 

calling him to witness to a lie; and the oppressors, who barbarously injure and trample upon those who lie 

at their mercy, and are not able to help themselves: they defraud the hireling in his wages and will not give 

him what he agreed for; they crush the widow and fatherless, and will not pay them their just debts, 

because they cannot prove them, or have not wherewithal to sue for them; the poor stranger too, who has 

no friend to stand by him and is ignorant of the laws of the country, they turn aside from his right, so that 

he cannot keep or cannot recover his own. That which is at the bottom of all this is, They fear not me, saith 

the Lord of hosts. The transgression of the wicked plainly declares that there is no fear of God before his 

eyes. Where no fear of God is no good is to be expected.  

  

Who will appear against them: I will come near, says God, and will be a swift witness against them.  They 

justify themselves, and, their sins having been artfully concealed, hope to escape punishment for want of 

proof; but God, who sees and knows all things, will himself be witness against them, and his omniscience 

is instead of a thousand witnesses, for to it the sinner's own conscience shall be made to subscribe, and so 

every mouth shall be stopped. He will be a swift witness; though they reflect upon him as slow and 

dilatory, and ask, Where is the God of judgment, and where the promise of his coming? They will find that 

he is not slack concerning his threatenings any more than he is concerning his promises. Judgment against 

those sinners shall not be put off for want of evidence, for he will be a swift witness.  His judgment shall 

overtake them, and it shall be impossible for them to outrun it. Evil pursues sinners.  

 

A particular proof of it, from the comfortable experience which the people of Israel had had of it: they had 

reason to say that he was an unchangeable God, for he had been faithful to his covenant with them and 

their fathers; if he had not adhered to that, they would have been consumed long ago and cut off from 

being a people; they had been false and fickle in their conduct to him, and he might justly have abandoned 

them, and then they would soon have been consumed and ruined; but because he remembered his 

covenant, and would not violate that, nor alter the thing that had gone forth out of his lips, they were 

preserved from ruin and recovered from the brink of it. It was purely because he would be as good as his 

word, De 7:8; Le 26:42. Now as God had kept them from ruin, while the covenant of peculiarity remained 

in force, purely because he would be faithful to that covenant, and would show that he is not a man that he 

should lie (Numbers 23:19), so, when that covenant should be superseded and set aside by the New 

Testament, and they, by rejecting the blessings of it, lay themselves open to the curses, he will show that in 
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the determinations of his wrath, as well as in those of his mercy, he is not a man, that he should repent, but 

will then be as true to his threatenings as hitherto he had been to his promises; see 1Sa 15:29. We may all 

apply this very sensibly to ourselves; because we have to do with a God that changes not, therefore it is 

that we are not consumed, even because his compassions fail not; they are new every morning; great is his 

faithfulness, La 3:22-23. 

 

The period of the Second Elijah finds its parallel in the time of Millerite Movement where the Lord 

appeared in His temple unexpected. While they were looked for the second coming of Christ, Christ 

entered into the Most Holy Place to start the final phase of His ministration:  

 

The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the disappointment of 1844. It 

opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious, showing that God's hand had 

directed the great advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the position and work 

of His people. As the disciples of Jesus after the terrible night of their anguish and disappointment were 

"glad when they saw the Lord," so did those now rejoice who had looked in faith for His second coming. 

They had expected Him to appear in glory to give reward to His servants. As their hopes were 

disappointed, they had lost sight of Jesus, and with Mary at the sepulcher they cried: "They have taken 

away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him." Now in the holy of holies they again beheld 

Him, their compassionate High Priest, soon to appear as their king and deliverer. Light from the sanctuary 

illumined the past, the present, and the future. They knew that God had led them by His unerring 

providence. Though, like the first disciples, they themselves had failed to understand the message which 

they bore, yet it had been in every respect correct. In proclaiming it they had fulfilled the purpose of God, 

and their labor had not been in vain in the Lord. Begotten "again unto a lively hope," they rejoiced "with 

joy unspeakable and full of glory."  {GC 423.1}  

 

Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed," and the first angel's message, "Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 

come," pointed to Christ's ministration in the most holy place, to the investigative judgment, and not to the 

coming of Christ for the redemption of His people and the destruction of the wicked. The mistake had not 

been in the reckoning of the prophetic periods, but in the event to take place at the end of the 2300 days. 

Through this error the believers had suffered disappointment, yet all that was foretold by the prophecy, and 

all that they had any Scripture warrant to expect, had been accomplished. At the very time when they were 

lamenting the failure of their hopes, the event had taken place which was foretold by the message, and 

which must be fulfilled before the Lord could appear to give reward to His servants.  {GC 424.1} Christ 

had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the type, to the most holy place of the 

temple of God in heaven. He is represented by the prophet Daniel as coming at this time to the Ancient of 

Days: "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, 

and came"--not to the earth, but--"to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him." Daniel 

7:13.  {GC 424.2}   

 

This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: "The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 

His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord 

of hosts." Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, unexpected, to His people. They 

were not looking for Him there. They expected Him to come to earth, "in flaming fire taking vengeance on 

them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel." 2 Thessalonians 1:8.  {GC 424.3} But the people 

were not yet ready to meet their Lord. There was still a work of preparation to be accomplished for them. 

Light was to be given, directing their minds to the temple of God in heaven; and as they should by faith 

follow their High Priest in His ministration there, new duties would be revealed. Another message of 

warning and instruction was to be given to the church.  {GC 424.4}   

 

Says the prophet: "Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He appeareth? for He 

is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall 

purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
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righteousness." Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall 

cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be 

spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God 

and their own diligent effort they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative 

judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the 

sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon 

earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14.  {GC 425.1}   

 

When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be ready for His appearing. 

"Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 

former years." Malachi 3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His coming is to receive to Himself will be 

a "glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look 

"forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners." Song of 

Solomon 6:10.  {GC 425.2}  Besides the coming of the Lord to His temple, Malachi also foretells His 

second advent, His coming for the execution of the judgment, in these words: "And I will come near to you 

to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false 

swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 

turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not Me, saith the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:5. Jude refers to 

the same scene when he says, "Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to execute 

judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds." Jude 14, 

15. This coming, and the coming of the Lord to His temple, are distinct and separate events.  {GC 425.3}   

 

The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought 

to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; 

and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of the same event; and this 

is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, described by Christ in the parable of 

the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.  {GC 426.1}  In the summer and autumn of 1844 the proclamation, 

"Behold, the Bridegroom cometh," was given. The two classes represented by the wise and foolish virgins 

were then developed--one class who looked with joy to the Lord's appearing, and who had been diligently 

preparing to meet Him; another class that, influenced by fear and acting from impulse, had been satisfied 

with a theory of the truth, but were destitute of the grace of God. In the parable, when the bridegroom 

came, "they that were ready went in with him to the marriage." The coming of the bridegroom, here 

brought to view, takes place before the marriage. The marriage represents the reception by Christ of His 

kingdom. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is the capital and representative of the kingdom, is 

called "the bride, the Lamb's wife." Said the angel to John: "Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the 

Lamb's wife." "He carried me away in the spirit," says the prophet, "and showed me that great city, the 

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God." Revelation 21:9, 10. Clearly, then, the bride 

represents the Holy City, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom are a symbol of the church. In 

the Revelation the people of God are said to be the guests at the marriage supper. Revelation 19:9. If 

guests, they cannot be represented also as the bride. Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive 

from the Ancient of Days in heaven, "dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;" He will receive the New 

Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, "prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." Daniel 7:14; 

Revelation 21:2. Having received the kingdom, He will come in His glory, as King of kings and Lord of 

lords, for the redemption of His people, who are to "sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob," at His 

table in His kingdom (Matthew 8:11; Luke 22:30), to partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb.  {GC 

426.2}   

 

 

The proclamation, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh," in the summer of 1844, led thousands to expect the 

immediate advent of the Lord. At the appointed time the Bridegroom came, not to the earth, as the people 

expected, but to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the marriage, the reception of His kingdom. "They that 

were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut." They were not to be present in 

person at the marriage; for it takes place in heaven, while they are upon the earth. The followers of Christ 
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are to "wait for their Lord, when He will return from the wedding." Luke 12:36. But they are to understand 

His work, and to follow Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go in 

to the marriage.  {GC 427.1}  In the parable it was those that had oil in their vessels with their lamps that 

went in to the marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit 

and grace of God, and who, in the night of their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching the Bible for 

clearer light--these saw the truth concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the Saviour's change in 

ministration, and by faith they followed Him in His work in the sanctuary above. And all who through the 

testimony of the Scriptures accept the same truths, following Christ by faith as He enters in before God to 

perform the last work of mediation, and at its close to receive His kingdom--all these are represented as 

going in to the marriage.  {GC 427.2}   

 

In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, and the investigative judgment 

is clearly represented as taking place before the marriage. Previous to the wedding the king comes in to see 

the guests, to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, the spotless robe of character washed and made 

white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11; Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but 

all who upon examination are seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God and accounted 

worthy of a share in His kingdom and a seat upon His throne. This work of examination of character, of 

determining who are prepared for the kingdom of God, is that of the investigative judgment, the closing of 

work in the sanctuary above.  {GC 428.1}   

 

 

The Third Elijah 

Now let’s go to the third Elijah and here is where I will dwell most because it’s in our present times. 
As the First Elijah (Tishbite), Second Elijah (John the Baptist) had the same message, and it was a 
message of restoration of true worship it is a must in deed for the third Elijah to have the same 

message to the world. Malachi 4:5. First of all what is the Great day of the Lord? Amos 5:18-20, 1 
Thess 5:1, 2, Rev 6:15-17. And so from the scriptures we find that the great day of the Lord is His 
second coming brethrens. And so this third Elijah has to preach the message of repentance and 
restoration to true faith just before the second coming of the Lord. Now who is this Third Elijah? 

 

Malachi 4: 5, 6  

5, 6. The Elijah Message.--In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, 

God calls for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord. Just such a work as that 

which John did, is to be carried on in these last days. The Lord is giving messages to His people, through 

the instruments He has chosen, and He would have all heed the admonitions and warnings He sends. The 

message preceding the public ministry of Christ was, Repent, publicans and sinners; repent, Pharisees and 

Sadducees; "for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Our message is not to be one of peace and safety. As a 

people who believe in Christ's soon appearing, we have a definite message to bear,--"Prepare to meet thy 

God."  {4BC 1184.6}   

     Our message must be as direct as was that of John. He rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding 

the peril his life was in, he never allowed truth to languish on his lips. Our work in this age must be as 

faithfully done. . . .  {4BC 1184.7}   

     In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calls upon His messengers to proclaim His law in the 

spirit and power of Elias. As John the Baptist, in preparing a people for Christ's first advent, called their 

attention to the Ten Commandments, so we are to give, with no uncertain sound, the message: "Fear God, 

and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come." With the earnestness that characterized Elijah 

the prophet and John the Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for Christ's second advent (SW March 

21, 1905).  {4BC 1184.8}   

 

THE THIRD ELIJAH IS A MOVEMENT NOT A SINGLE PERSON BECAUSE IT IS A WORLDWIDE 

EVENT NOT IN A LITERAL PLACE BUT A SPIRITUAL GLOBAL CASE. So Malachi 3:1 and 

Malachi 4:5 is a dual application of the Heralds of the 1844 and the Second Coming respectively. Notice: 

Malachi 3:1 - This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: "The Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
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suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall 

come, saith the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, 

unexpected, to His people. They were not looking for Him there. They expected Him to come to earth, "in 

flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel." 2 Thessalonians 

1:8.  {GC 424.3} 

The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought 

to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; 

and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of the same event; and this 

is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, described by Christ in the parable of 

the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.  {GC 426.1} 

 

Malachi 4:5 

John came in the spirit and power of Elijah to proclaim the first advent of Jesus. I was pointed down to the 

last days and saw that John represented those who should go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to 

herald the day of wrath and the second advent of Jesus.  {EW 155.1} 

 

 

Ezekiel 9 - Revelation 7 

THE SEALING OF THE FAITHFUL 

 

Cried--contrasted with their "cry" for mercy (Ezekiel 8:18) is the "cry" here for vengeance, showing how 

vain was the former.  

  

Ezekiel 9:2. Clothed with linen-- (Dan 10:5; 12:6, 7): His clothing marked his office as distinct from that 

of the six officers of vengeance; "linen" characterized the high priest (Le 16:4); emblematic of purity. The 

same garment is assigned to the Angel of the Lord (for whom Michael is but another name) by the 

contemporary prophet Daniel (Dan 10:5; 12:6, 7). Therefore the intercessory High Priest in heaven must be 

meant (Zechariah 1:12). The six with Him are His subordinates; therefore He is said to be "among them," 

literally, "in the midst of them," as their recognized Lord (Heb 1:6). He appears as a "man," implying His 

incarnation; as "one" (compare 1Ti 2:5). Salvation is peculiarly assigned to Him, and so He bears the 

"inkhorn" in order to "mark" His elect (Ezekiel 9:4; compare Ex 12:7; Re 7:3; 9:4; 13:16,17; 20:4), and to 

write their names in His book of life (Re 13:8). As Oriental scribes suspend their inkhorn at their side in 

the present day, and as a "scribe of the host is found in Assyrian inscriptions accompanying the host" to 

number the heads of the slain, so He stands ready for the work before Him. "The higher gate" was probably 

where now the gate of Damascus is. The six with Him make up the sacred and perfect number, seven 

(Zechariah 3:9; Re 5:6). The executors of judgment on the wicked, in Scripture teaching, are good, not bad, 

angels; the bad have permitted to them the trial of the pious (Job 1:12; 2Co 12:7). The judgment is 

executed by Him (Ezekiel 10:2,7; John 5:22, 27) through the six (Mt 13:41; 25:31). 

 

Stood--the attitude of waiting reverently for Jehovah's commands: Revelation 7:1 

 

Ezekiel 9:4. Midst of city: midst of Jerusalem (THE CHURCH OF GOD)--This twofold designation marks 

more emphatically the scene of the divine judgments: the separation between tears and weeds. 

  

A mark--literally, the Hebrew letter, the last in the alphabet, used as a mark ("my sign," Job 31:35. The 

noun here is cognate to the verb, "mark a mark." So in Re 7:3 We seal what we wish to guard securely. 

When all things else on earth are confounded, God will secure His people from the common ruin. God 

gives the first charge as to their safety before He orders the punishment of the rest (Ps 31:20; Isaiah 26:20, 

21). So in the case of Lot and Sodom (Gen 19:22); also the Egyptian first-born were not slain till Israel had 

time to sprinkle the blood-mark, ensuring their safety (compare Re 7:3; Am 9:9). So the early Christians 

had Pella provided as a refuge for them, before the destruction of Jerusalem: which alludes to the promise 

of Messiah in John 14:1-3. 
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Upon the foreheads--the most conspicuous part of the person, to imply how their safety would be 

manifested to all (compare Jeremiah 15:11; 39:11-18). It was customary thus to mark worshippers (Re 

13:16; 14:1, 9) and servants. So the Church of England marks the forehead with the sign of the cross in 

baptizing. At the exodus the mark was on the houses, for then it was families; here, it is on the foreheads, 

for it is individuals whose safety is guaranteed. Hebrews 8:8-10: see the new covenant that the Lord will 

make with the house of Israel. 

  

Sigh and cry--similarly sounding verbs in Hebrew, as in English Version, expressing the prolonged sound 

of their grief. "Sigh" implies their inward grief ("groanings which cannot be uttered," Ro 8:26); "cry," the 

outward expression of it: so Lot (2Pe 2:7, 8). Tenderness should characterize the man of God, not harsh 

sternness in opposing the ungodly (Ps 119:53,136; Jeremiah 13:17; 2Co 12:21); at the same time zeal for 

the honor of God (Ps 69:9, 10; 1Jo 5:19). 

 

Ezekiel 9:6. Come not near any upon whose mark-- (Re 9:4). It may be objected that Daniel, Jeremiah, and 

others were carried away, whereas many of the vilest were left in the land. But God does not promise 

believers exemption from all suffering, but only from what will prove really and lastingly hurtful to them. 

His sparing the ungodly turns to their destruction and leaves them without excuse. 

 

Begin at sanctuary--For in it the greatest abominations had been committed; it had lost the reality of 

consecration by the blood of victims sacrificed to idols; it must, therefore, lose its semblance by the dead 

bodies of the slain idolaters (Ezekiel 9:7). God's heaviest wrath falls on those who have sinned against the 

highest privileges; these are made to feel it first (1Pe 4:17, 18). He hates sin most in those nearest to Him; 

for example, the priests. 


