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There is some debate as to how Christ manifested Himself to either 
Saul/Paul, John, EGW or others after AD 31 when he started his work 
officially in the sanctuary above. Some argue that it was literally Christ 
himself, who vacated heaven and appeared to either Saul or John in His 
glorified personage, while others hold to the idea that it was either a vision or 
some sort of augmented reality of Christ manifesting Himself in a Spiritual 
form, I myself lean on the latter. The salient point here though is that, after 
His ascension, Christ interacted with people on earth without the aid of 
another divine Being. Some go as far as to say that because Christ took upon 
humanity, he has been stripped off omnipresence yet they do not understand 
its omniscience plus omnipotent that makes up omnipresence and Christ is 
seen in the book of Revelation having 7 eyes [omniscience] and ten horns 
[omnipotent] after his ascension meaning he has omnipresence. Here is the 
quote sometimes used in this argument: 
 
CUMBERED WITH HUMANITY 
 

Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; 
therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, go 
to His Father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The Holy 
Spirit is Himself, divested of the personality of humanity, and independent 
thereof. He would represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy 
Spirit, as the Omnipresent. “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall [although unseen by you] 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.... Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but 
if I depart, I will send him unto you.” {Lt119-1895} 

 
A brother suggested that Christ is cumbered with humanity and so we have to 
believe because he has retained with humanity, he is till cumbered and may not 
be having omnipresent attribute!  
 
I believe this is one of the most misused quotes both in Trinitarian and OTG 
camp. When Christ was on earth yes Phil 2 is clear but he could even read hearts 
of men while here. HE cumbering was physical in a sense but not wholly as people 
suggest. But to go a leap and suggest that he is still cumbered when in John 17 
he asked the Father to glorify him again and the Father accepted is willfully 
ignoring the scripture and inspiration. And haven't we read Matthew 28:18 he 
received all power in heaven and on earth unlimited? If you say he was and is not 
omnipresent and the spirit is not his, please explain this 
 

John 2:24:  
But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 

 
Again and again the bearers of the paralytic tried to push their way through 
the crowd, but in vain. The sick man looked about him in unutterable anguish. 
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When the longed-for help was so near, how could he relinquish hope? At his 
suggestion his friends bore him to the top of the house and, breaking up the 
roof, let him down at the feet of Jesus. The discourse was interrupted. The 
Saviour looked upon the mournful countenance, and saw the pleading eyes 
fixed upon Him. He understood the case; He had drawn to Himself that 
perplexed and doubting spirit. While the paralytic was yet at home, the 
Saviour had brought conviction to his conscience. When he repented of 
his sins, and believed in the power of Jesus to make him whole, the life-giving 
mercies of the Saviour had first blessed his longing heart. Jesus had 
watched the first glimmer of faith grow into a belief that He was the 
sinner's only helper, and had seen it grow stronger with every effort 
to come into His presence.  {DA 268.1} 
 
Philip called Nathanael. The latter had been among the throng when the 
Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God. As Nathanael looked upon 
Jesus, he was disappointed. Could this man, who bore the marks of toil and 
poverty, be the Messiah? Yet Nathanael could not decide to reject Jesus, 
for the message of John had brought conviction to his heart.  {DA 

139.7} At the time when Philip called him, Nathanael had withdrawn to a 
quiet grove to meditate upon the announcement of John and the prophecies 
concerning the Messiah. He prayed that if the one announced by John was 
the deliverer, it might be made known to him, and the Holy Spirit rested 
upon him with assurance that God had visited His people and raised 
up a horn of salvation for them. Philip knew that his friend was searching 
the prophecies, and while Nathanael was praying under a fig tree, Philip 
discovered his retreat. They had often prayed together in this secluded spot 
hidden by the foliage.  {DA 140.1} The message, "We have found Him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write," seemed to Nathanael a 
direct answer to his prayer. But Philip had yet a trembling faith. He added 
doubtfully, "Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Again prejudice arose in 
Nathanael's heart. He exclaimed, "Can there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?"  {DA 140.2} Philip entered into no controversy. He said, "Come 
and see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and saith of him, Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" In surprise Nathanael exclaimed, 
"Whence knowest Thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that 
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee."  {DA 
140.3} It was enough. The divine Spirit that had borne witness to 
Nathanael in his solitary prayer under the fig tree now spoke to him 
in the words of Jesus. Though in doubt, and yielding somewhat to 

prejudice, Nathanael had come to Christ with an honest desire for truth, and 
now his desire was met. His faith went beyond that of the one who had 
brought him to Jesus. He answered and said, "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of 
God; Thou art the King of Israel."  {DA 140.4}   

 
"Jesus of Nazareth, whom he had been persecuting in the person of His saints, 
appeared before him as the promised Messiah. The persecutor saw Him as the 
Son of God, the one who had come to the earth in fulfillment of the prophecies 
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and who in His life had met every specification of the Sacred Writings." (AA, p. 
228) 
 
Ellen White was physically on earth, but was taken to other worlds. In the early 
days God gave these signs to her. The fact that only Paul saw Christ backs this 
up. Just like the fact that only some saw the dove of light and heard God's voice. 
This is supernatural power. God is showing something to whom He chooses. 
 
Christ was physically on earth for much of Old Testament history. He was the 
Angel of the Lord theophanies. He was the pillar of cloud/fire. He was the 
Shekinah. The Shekinah departed at the destruction of the temple and so Christ 
was free to physically meet with Daniel, just as He did with Abraham, Moses, 
Joshua, Manoah, etc.  
 
There is the spiritual coming as the Comforter "I will not leave you comfortless, I 
will come to you". Then there is the physical coming in verses 1-3. Jesus is not 
going to come physically until He has finished the work of preparing a place. This 
preparing a place is His high priestly ministry. And when He does come physically 
it is to "receive you again to myself". 
 
"On the Isle of Patmos John SAW IN HOLY VISION the One whom he honored 
and loved above all others. He says, 'I heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou 
seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia.' See 
the description in Revelation 1. The words uttered were not alone for John on the 
Isle of Patmos; they were not for the churches alone; but through these churches 
was to come the inspired message for the people, to have its powerful impression 
in every age to the close of this earth’s history. Why is not this being done? Christ 
presented Himself to John in His glorified humanity. 'I saw,' said he, 'one like unto 
the Son of man.'" (Ms 53, 1890) 
 
So, this was "in holy vision". But look at the context of chapter 1. Where is Christ 
seen? In the midst of the candlesticks. This is a vision of the HEAVENLY 
SANCTUARY. Jesus is not on Patmos, John has been spiritually transported to 
view a representation of Heaven. Note the following commentary on this: 
 
"Christ walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is SYMBOLIZED  His 
relation to the churches. He is in communion with His people. He knows their true 
state. He observes their order, their vigilance, their piety, and their devotion. 
ALTHOUGH He is High Priest and Mediator IN THE SANCTUARY ABOVE, yet He 
walks up and down in the midst of the churches on earth. He goes from church to 
church, from congregation to congregation, from soul to soul. He observes their 
true condition. He IS REPRESENTED AS WALKING, which signifies untiring 
wakefulness, unremitting vigilance. He observes whether the light of any of His 
sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks were left to mere human 
care, the flickering flame would languish and die. But He is the true Watchman in 
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the Lord’s house, the true Warden of the temple courts. His continued watchcare 
and sustaining grace are the source of life and light." (Ms 100, 1893) 
 
She has just quoted large portions of Revelation 1 and then states this. We are 
clearly dealing with vision. Her next words after this paragraph are "Again as the 
Holy Spirit rested upon the prophet, he sees a door opened in heaven..." There can 
be no confusion here. These things were by inspiration of the Holy Spirit! In fact, 
the Lord is that Spirit. The seven spirits are a combined attribute - the sum of the 
seven eyes (omniscience) and seven horns (omnipotence) of the Lamb! Look at the 
seven letters - The introduction is clearly showing that Jesus is dictating these 
letters. The close of each letter says that the "spirit speaks". 
 
“…CHRIST CAME IN PERSON to the lonely isle of Patmos and showed John the 
things that must be, that were of the highest importance to His people. (Through 
the person of his highest angels. He had veiled His own glory.) This message is to 
come to God’s people straight, sharp, and clean from all mixture of human 
wisdom and tradition. {Ms139-1903.22} 
 
Non-Trinitarians argues about the Holy Person is a person but when it comes to 
reconciling how Christ appears as the personage of the spirit, they would not want 
to admit this is what happened in Patmos. 
 
“…Patmos WAS MADE RESPLENDENT WITH THE GLORY OF A RISEN SAVIOUR. 
John had seen Christ in human form, with the marks of the nails, which will ever 
be his glory, in his hands and his feet. NOW HE WAS PERMITTED AGAIN TO 
BEHOLD HIS RISEN LORD, CLOTHED WITH AS MUCH GLORY AS A HUMAN 
BEING COULD BEHOLD, AND LIVE. What a Sabbath was that to the lonely exile, 
always precious in the sight of Christ, but now more than ever exalted! Never had 
he learned so much of Jesus. Never had he heard such exalted truth. {YI April 5, 
1900, par. 6} 
 
“At the sound of the voice John falls down in astonishment as if dead. He is 
unable to bear the sight of the divine glory. But a hand raises John up, and the 
voice he remembers as THE VOICE OF HIS MASTER. He is strengthened and can 
endure TO TALK WITH THE LORD JESUS. {TMK 360.2} 
 
“NO LESS A PERSONAGE THAN THE SON OF GOD APPEARED TO DANIEL. THIS 
DESCRIPTION IS SIMILAR TO THAT GIVEN BY JOHN WHEN CHRIST WAS 
REVEALED TO HIM UPON THE ISLE OF PATMOS… RH Feb 8, 1881, par. 27} 
 
“In the days of the early Christians, CHRIST CAME THE SECOND TIME. His first 
advent was at Bethlehem, when He came as an infant. HIS SECOND ADVENT 
WAS AT THE ISLE OF PATMOS, WHEN HE REVEALED HIMSELF IN GLORY 
TO JOHN THE REVELATOR, who “fell at His feet as dead” when he saw Him. But 
CHRIST strengthened him to endure the sight, and then gave him a message to 
write to the churches of Asia, the names of which are descriptive of the 
characteristics of every church. {19MR 40.4} 
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“John was strengthened TO LIVE IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS GLORIFIED 
LORD.… {AA 582.3} 
 
“Our lesson for the present time is, How may we most clearly comprehend and 
present the gospel that CHRIST CAME IN PERSON to present to John on the Isle 
of Patmos…{Lt97-1902.3} 
 
“It may seem wonderful to us THAT JOHN SAW CHRIST AS HE IS, and that 
Christ addressed Himself to the churches… {Ms155-1902.12} 
 
“Let every God-fearing teacher consider how most clearly to comprehend and to 
present the gospel that OUR SAVIOUR CAME IN PERSON to make known to His 
servant John…. {Ed 191.2} 
 
“…When John received it, he was worked by the Holy Spirit, for CHRIST 
HIMSELF CAME FROM HEAVEN and told him what to write. {Ms139-1903.34} 
 
We read about Jesus veiling His glory “through the person of His highest angels.” 
Why would she even say that? Why say Christ “came the second time” and that 
“His second advent was at the isle of Patmos” when He revealed Himself in glory to 
John? How do you answer such questions concerning the appearance of Christ? 
His omnipresence has to answer this questions. 
 
That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the world, 
was a mystery to the disciples. They could not understand the words of Christ in 
their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the outward, visible manifestation. 
They could not take in the fact that they could have the presence of Christ with 
them, and yet He be unseen by the world. They did not understand the meaning of 
a spiritual manifestation.  {RC 129.2}   
 
About the veiling one of the quotes that can address this is: 
 
No traces of His recent agony were visible as Jesus stepped forth to meet His 
betrayer. Standing in advance of His disciples He said, "Whom seek ye?" They 
answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am He." As these words were 
spoken, the angel who had lately ministered to Jesus moved between Him 
and the mob. A divine light illuminated the Saviour's face, and a dovelike 
form overshadowed Him. In the presence of this divine glory, the murderous 
throng could not stand for a moment. They staggered back. Priests, elders, 
soldiers, and even Judas, fell as dead men to the ground.  {DA 694.5} 
 
"SAUL WAS *BROUGHT DIRECTLY INTO THE PRESENCE* OF CHRIST." 
{AA120.3} 
 
Here is what sister White informs us: "As in vision the apostle John was granted A 
VIEW OF THE TEMPLE OF GOD IN HEAVEN, HE BEHALF THERE “seven lamps 
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of fire burning before the throne.” He saw an angel “having a golden censer; and 
there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of 
all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.” Revelation 4:5; 8:3. 
HERE THE PROPHET WAS PERMITTED TO BEHOLD THE FIRST APARTMENT OF 
THE SANCTUARY IN HEAVEN; AND HE SAW THERE THE "SEVEN LAMPS OF 
FIRE" and the “golden altar” REPRESENTED BY THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK 
and the altar of incense IN THE SANCTUARY ON EARTH. Again, “the temple of 
God was opened” (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the inner veil, upon the 
holy of holies. Here he beheld “the ark of His testament” (Revelation 11:19), 
represented by the sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God. 
{PP 356.1} 
 
She also speaks of the 7 golden lamps back from chapters 1-3 "The words fall 
from the lips of One who cannot lie. The picture reveals eternal vigilance. CHRIST 
IS IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS, WALKING FROM 
CHURCH TO CHURCH, FROM CONGREGATION TO CONGREGATION, from heart 
to heart. He that keepeth Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. If the candlesticks 
were left to the care of human beings, how often the light would flicker and go out! 
But God has not given HIS CHURCH into the hands of men. Christ, the One who 
gave His life for the world, that all who believe in Him may not perish but have 
everlasting life, is the watchman of the house. He is the warder, faithful and true, 
of THE TEMPLE COURTS of the Lord.... {7BC 956.2} 
 
Again we read: "THE CHURCH OF GOD BELOW is one with the church of God 
above. Believers on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen 
constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies 
of the saints WHO ON EARTH meet to worship God. In the inner court of heaven 
they listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ IN THE OUTER COURT ON 
EARTH, and the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken up in 
the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts 
because Christ has not died in vain for the fallen sons of Adam... {6T 366.1} 
 
That same Jesus who appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos will visit each one of 
you on your island home. He will be found of all who call upon him, and will 
manifest unto them his love and the love of his Father. Light from the Son of God 
shone on the barren Isle of Patmos, making it a heaven to the lonely exile; and if 
you keep close to Jesus, your Elder Brother, your home will be honored by the 
divine Presence. Keep your eyes uplifted to Jesus; feel that it is your privilege to 
come to him with all your griefs and troubles, be they large or small. Trust him as 
implicitly as a child trusts its parents. {RH, August 4, 1896 par. 4} Is this just 
divine presence or Jesus? 
 
Compare the above with this in the promise of the omforter: John 14:21: He that 
hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him. 
 



Sami LW: July 6th                                                                                                               Cumbered with Humanity 2019 

 

7 
 

 

While Jesus ministers in the true sanctuary above, he is by his Holy Spirit 
working through his earthly messengers. The word of the living preacher will often 
accomplish even more than the printed page. As the Lord's servants go forth 
trusting in divine power, the Master of the vineyard will work through his chosen 
ministers, bestowing upon them his Spirit, and fulfilling to them the assurance, 
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." {RH, April 7, 1910 par. 
13} While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the 
minister of the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, but His 
parting promise is fulfilled, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." Matthew 28:20. While He delegates His power to inferior ministers, His 
energizing presence is still with His church. {DA 166.2} 
 
“The Lord says this because He knows it is for our good. He would build a wall 
around us, to keep us from transgression, so that His blessing and love may be 
bestowed on us in rich measure. This is the reason we have established a school 
here. The Lord instructed us that this was the place in which we should locate, 
and we have had every reason to think that we are in the right place. We have 
been brought together as a school, and we need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who 
is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds, 
unseen by human eyes; that the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. He hears 
every word we utter and knows every thought of the  mind.” E. G. White, Sermons 
and Talks Volume Two, pp. 136, 137 (Also in Manuscript Releases Vol. 7, p. 299)  
 
“That same Jesus who appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos will visit each one 
of you on your island home…” 
 
“Christ walks unseen through our streets. With messages of mercy He comes to 
our homes. With all who are seeking to minister in His name, He waits to co-
operate. He is in the midst of us, to heal and to bless, if we will receive Him.”  E. 
G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 107 
 
The Lord Jesus standing by the side of the canvassers, walking with them, is the 
chief worker. If we recognize Christ as the One who is with us to prepare the way, 
the Holy Spirit by our side will make impressions in just the lines needed. Manual 
for Canvassers -PG- 40 
 
“Remember that Jesus is beside you wherever you go, noting your actions and 
listening to your words. Would you be ashamed to hear his voice speaking to you, 
and to know that he hears your conversation?” {E. G. White, The Youth’s 
Instructor, February 4, 1897 par. 3} 
 
That Christ should manifest Himself to them, and yet be invisible to the world, 
was a mystery to the disciples. They could not understand the words of Christ in 
their spiritual sense. They were thinking of the outward, visible manifestation. 
They could not take in the fact that they could have the presence of Christ with 
them, and yet He be unseen by the world. They did not understand the meaning of 
a spiritual manifestation. The Southern Review- 09-13-98 
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This is answer directly to the promise of John 14. He first manifests himself in 
spiritual form and when he appears physically its to take his children in heaven 
as per the promise of John 14 and Acts 1. In fact the only time the feet of Jesus 
will ever touch the ground is when he comes the third time and the New 
Jerusalem rests on plain of Olivet. In other cases he is seen and he is touching 
ground prior to the third coming it’s a spiritual manifestation, a real 
augmentation. 
 
Let's see the Saul experience and compare it with other places, yet am not 
disputing the unique occurrences if there may be 2Corinthians 12:1: It is not 
expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the 
Lord. 2Corinthians 12:2: I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 
(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 2Corinthians 12:3: And I 
knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) 2Corinthains 12:4: How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. What’s is this stuff 
"whether in the body, or out of the body" mean! 
 
Jesus did indeed can appear in person after ascension, he can do that sometimes: 
Mark 16:9: Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. Mark:16:12: After 
that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into 
the country. Mark 16:14: Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at 
meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. He is omnipotent, 
omniscient and Omnipresent. His omnipotent and Omniscient is what makes up 
his omnipresent: Revelation 5:6: And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne 
and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been 
slain, having seven horns [OMNIPOTENT] and seven eyes [OMNISCIENT], which 
are the seven Spirits [OMNISCIENT] of God sent forth into all the earth. NOTICE 
THIS WAS NOT A VISION: John 20:24: But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. John 20:26: And after eight days 
again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. John 
20:27: Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing. John 20:28: And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my 
God. John 20:29: Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
 
One thing though should not be forgotten, this happened when Christ was not in 
any apartment officiating. He had just finished his work in the courtyard and 
before he started his work in the holy place, he appeared to his disciples.  
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When the priest entered the sanctuary for the service, did he ever come out to see 
how people were doing or waited till he finished the work? If we work on this 
principle, then after Christ started work in the holy place he never come out till he 
had finished the work then he could appear then before he starts the work in the 
most holy place. Other times he is seen while the work is going on in the 
apartments it has to be understood to be his spiritual manifestations in visions 
and augmented reality and in person as folks think. 
 
John 14:3, "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." He believes that once he 
comes back literally he would have to "receive us" unto himself, etc so the fact 
that John and Saul and Ellen were all still left where they were shows he did not 
come back literally, etc.. 
 
Acts 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  10 And while they looked 
stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  12 Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's 
journey.   
 
So maybe the thing should be analyzed with the sanctuary service standpoint. If 
John is writing things concerning Jesus when he is in the Holy Place when he is 
already there, then its a vision and are justified to say what we aresaying. Both 
John, Saul and even Ellen White's experience was an augmented reality via vision 
which provided a sensory encounter which made it appear as though real. in 
vision, John had a flashback of the events of AD 31 during the ascension in Acts, 
inauguration and a forecast of the future. These things the Father gave to the Son, 
then the Son to the Angel maybe Gabriel or guardian angel of John who through 
the ministration of the Spirit worked on his mind. While Jesus ministers in the 
true sanctuary above, he is by his Holy Spirit working through his earthly 
messengers. The word of the living preacher will often accomplish even more than 
the printed page. As the Lord's servants go forth trusting in divine power, the 
Master of the vineyard will work through his chosen ministers, bestowing upon 
them his Spirit, and fulfilling to them the assurance, "Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world." {RH, April 7, 1910 par. 13} While Jesus ministers 
in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the minister of the church on 
earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, but His parting promise is fulfilled, 
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Matthew 28:20. While 
He delegates His power to inferior ministers, His energizing presence is still with 
His church. {DA 166.2} This now helps us even understand more the ministration 
of spirit channeling and how it works through angels/pipes and ministers of the 
sanctuary a revealed in Zechariah 4 hence you can read such quotes as: 
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“…CHRIST CAME IN PERSON to the lonely isle of Patmos and showed John the 
things that must be, that were of the highest importance to His people. (Through 
the person of his highest angels. He had veiled His own glory.) This message is to 
come to God’s people straight, sharp, and clean from all mixture of human 
wisdom and tradition. {Ms139-1903.22} 
 
The vision of John happened in 95-96, Jesus in Rev 1-3 he is preparing or giving 
the message to the churches but Remember this is a back date of AD 31. In Rev 4 
he is between earth and heaven travelling that journey of Act 1, Rev 5-8 its work 
in the HP so though at the time of giving the vision he is portrayed as being in the 
HP, its something that happened years back that is why its a vision and not a 
literal thing 
 
A point may be made that John knelt to worship him so it is real but that’s a 
simplistic interpretation of things. Does it matter a thing? Once you are impressed 
by the loveliness of Jesus whether he is present literally or not, you will kneel to 
worship him. When we kneel in church or in house to worship him, is it formal, is 
he literally present! 
 
Continuing with the sanctuary theme: 
 
And I saw the Father rise from the throne, and in a flaming Chariot go into the 
Holy of Holies, within the veil, and did sit. There I saw thrones that I had never 
seen before. Then Jesus rose up from the throne, and the most of those who were 
bowed down arose with Him; and I did not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to 
the careless multitude after he arose, and they were left in perfect darkness. Those 
who rose up when Jesus did, kept their eyes fixed on Him as He left the throne 
and led them out a little way. -- Then He raised His right arm and we heard his 
lovely voice saying, "Wait here--I am going to my Father to receive the Kingdom; 
keep your garments spotless, and in a little while I will return from the wedding 
and receive you to myself." And I saw a cloudy chariot, with wheels like flaming 
fire, and Angels were all around it as it came where Jesus was. He stepped into 
the chariot and was borne to the Holiest where the Father sat. There I beheld 
Jesus, as He was standing before the Father, a great High Priest. On the hem of 
His garment was a bell and pomegranate. Then Jesus shew me the difference 
between faith and feeling. And I saw those who rose up with Jesus send up their 
faith to Him in the Holiest, and pray--my Father give us thy Spirit. Then Jesus 
would breathe upon them the Holy Ghost. In the breath was light, power, and 
much love, joy and peace. Then I turned to look at the company who were still 
bowed before the throne; they did not know that Jesus had left it.--Satan 
appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God; I saw them look 
up to the throne and pray, my Father give us thy Spirit; then Satan would breathe 
upon them an unholy influence; in it there was light and much power, but no 
sweet love, joy and peace. Satan's object was to keep them deceived, and to draw 
back and deceive God's children. I saw one after another leave the company who 
were praying to Jesus in the Holiest, and go and join those before the throne, and 
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they at once received the unholy influence of Satan. {Broadside1, April 6, 1846 
par. 7}  
 
Let’s break down the quote  

1. Holy Place Work is finished, the Father rises because the work is finished 
and goes into the most holy place. Jesus casts down the censor of the holy 
place, Rev 8:5  

2. New thrones are being set up in the most holy place Dan 7:9. When this is 
happening what is Jesus doing? Jesus led them a little way, at this point I 
believe he can come to the earth personally before he goes to the most holy 
place.  

3. He tells them wait here, till when? Till I finish the most holy place work 
again. So again they won’t see him personally again but by his spirit by 
faith, visions and dreams. He is then taken to the ancient of days to start 
the MHP work Dan 7:13. Do you notice the period of preparation between 
verse 9-13?  

4. All the time Jesus is in the MHP, the only work that continues upon those 
who are waiting upon him is the breathing of the spirit either of God or 
Satan nothing more nothing less 

 
He Comes to us personally 
 
Because Ellen White has stated, “CUMBERED WITH HUMANITY, CHRIST 
COULD NOT BE IN EVERY PLACE PERSONALLY,” (Desire of Ages, p. 669.2) 
many draw the conclusion that Christ has forfeited His omnipresence. And 
yet Sister White also wrote such statements as: 
 
“I testify to my brethren and sisters that the church of Christ, enfeebled and 
defective as it may be, is the only object on earth on which He bestows His 
supreme regard. While He extends to all the world His invitation to come to 
Him and be saved, He commissions His angels to render divine help to every 
soul that cometh to Him in repentance and contrition, and HE COMES TO US 
PERSONALLY BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT into the midst of His church. {Lt2d-
1892.7} 
 
"When Christ ascended to heaven, THE SENSE OF HIS PRESENCE WAS 
STILL WITH HIS FOLLOWERS. IT WAS A PERSONAL PRESENCE, full of 
love and light... {SC 73.2} 
 
“The work of the Holy Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this Source that 
power and efficiency come to the worker for God; and THE HOLY SPIRIT IS 
THE COMFORTER, AS THE PERSONAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST TO THE 
SOUL.” {Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 177} 

 
We see here that there is in one sense that Christ cannot be with us 
“personally” but then there is in another sense that He can be with us 
“personally.”  
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Consider the following statements: 
 
“In giving His commission to His followers, Christ did not tell them they would 
be left alone. He assured them that He would be near them. HE SPOKE OF 
HIS OMNIPRESENCE IN A SPECIAL WAY. Go to all nations, He said. Go, to 
the farthest portion of the habitable globe, but know that MY PRESENCE WILL 
BE THERE. Labor in faith and confidence, for the time will never come when I 

shall forsake you.” {Ms138-1897.21} 
 
"Christ’s VISIBLE PRESENCE was about to be withdrawn, but a new 
endowment of power was to be theirs. The Holy Spirit was to be given them in 
its fullness. {TT 18.3} 
 
“Christ is withdrawn ONLY FROM THE EYE OF SENSE, BUT HE IS AS 
TRULY PRESENT BY HIS SPIRIT AS WHEN HE WAS VISIBLY PRESENT ON 
EARTH. The time that has elapsed since his ascension has brought no 

interruption in the fulfillment of his parting promise,—“Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” {ST April 7, 1890, par. 6}  
 
"When trials overshadow the soul, remember the words of Christ, remember 
that HE IS AN UNSEEN PRESENCE in the person of the Holy Spirit {Letter 

124, 1897. }  
 
"In the plan of restoring in men the divine image, it was provided that the Holy 
Spirit should move upon human minds, AND BE AS THE PRESENCE OF 
CHRIST, a molding agency upon human character (RH Feb 12, 1895) 

 
"Whenever it is celebrated, CHRIST IS PRESENT BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. It is 

this Spirit that brings conviction to hearts.... {RH November 4, 1902, par. 10}  
 
“While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still BY HIS SPIRIT the 

minister of the church on earth.” {CIHS 44.2}  
 
“Christ is withdrawn ONLY FROM THE EYE OF SENSE.” In other words, 
Christ is present with us not unlike how he was, when he was on earth, but 
the only difference now is that we cannot see him with our eyes; He is 
invisible. Thus she is making a distinction between Christ’s physical/visible 
presence in His incarnate humanity with His spiritual/unseen divine 
presence via His Spirit.  
 
Notice what else Ellen White said, 
 
“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; 
therefore it was altogether for their advantage that he should leave them, go to 
his Father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. THE HOLY 
SPIRIT IS HIMSELF divested of the personality of humanity and independent 
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thereof. HE WOULD REPRESENT HIMSELF AS PRESENT IN ALL PLACES 
BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AS THE OMNIPRESENT. ‘But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall (although 
unseen by you), [This phrase was added by Ellen White.] teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.’ 
[John 14:26]... ‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will come not unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him unto you.’ [John 16:7]” {Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 
p. 23.3} 
 
Note: The above statement says, 
 

1. “The HOLY SPIRIT IS HIMSELF divested of the personality of 
humanity and independent thereof.” Who is “Himself”? This is pretty 
clear. The way that the statement is rendered makes it impossible for 
“Himself” to mean anyone else other than Christ. Now it has been 
pointed out that there are no commas within the sentence in this 
citation, but in her original letter addressed to her children Edson and 
Emma, the commas do in fact exist as it reads, “The Holy Spirit is 
Himself, divested of the personality of humanity, and independent 
thereof.” {Letter 119, (Feb. 19), 1895 par.18} However, with or without 
the commas, the meaning of the sentence remains unchanged. Only 
one divine person can be divested of the personality of humanity, and 
that is Christ who had clothed His divinity with humanity. In order to 
be divested of the personality of humanity, one needs to be invested 
with it first. You cannot be divested of something that you are not 
invested with in the first place. 

2. “HE [Christ] WOULD REPRESENT HIMSELF AS PRESENT IN ALL 
PLACES BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT, AS THE OMNIPRESENT.” “HE” clearly 
refers to none other than Christ. If “HE” refers to the Holy Spirit, then 
the statement would read, “HE (Holy Spirit) would represent himself as 
present in all places by his Holy spirit, as the omnipresent.” This does 
not make any sense--the Holy Spirit does not have a Holy Spirit. 
Furthermore, this is unbiblical for the Holy Spirit was sent to represent 
Christ, not himself. 

3. “(although unseen by you), [This phrase was added by Ellen White]” as 
noted by the publisher. Compare this with the following statement: 

 
“The Lord Jesus recognizes the REAL VALUE OF SINCERE BELIEF IN HIS 
PERSONALITY, WHICH THO UNSEEN, IS VIEWED BY THE EYE OF FAITH.” 
{Letter 248-1906.4} 
 
Thus, it is Christ Himself by His own Holy Spirit (His divinity, divested of the 
personality of humanity), who is present with us, “WHICH THO UNSEEN, IS 
VIEWED BY THE EYE OF FAITH.” 
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Ellen White explains John 14 
 
 “That Christ should manifest HIMSELF to them, and yet be invisible to the 

world, was a mystery to the disciples. They could not understand the words of 
Christ in their spiritual sense. THEY WERE THINKING OF THE ‘OUTWARD 
VISIBLE MANIFESTATION’. They could not take in the fact that they could 
have the presence of Christ with them, and YET HE BE UNSEEN BY THE 
WORLD. They did not understand the meaning of a ‘SPIRITUAL 
MANIFESTATION.’” {The Southern Work, September 13, 1898} 

 
“THE DISCIPLES STILL FAILED TO UNDERSTAND CHRIST’S WORDS IN 
THEIR SPIRITUAL SENSE, AND AGAIN HE EXPLAINED HIS MEANING. BY 
THE SPIRIT, HE [JESUS] SAID, HE WOULD MANIFEST HIMSELF TO 
THEM. ‘The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 

My name, He shall teach you all things.’ No more will you say, I cannot 
comprehend. No longer will you see through a glass, darkly. You shall ‘be able 
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.’ Ephesians 
3:18, 19.” {Desire of Ages, p. 669.4-670.1} 
 
“Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and the Comforter is the 
Holy Ghost, ‘the Spirit of truth, which the Father shall send in My name.’ ‘I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him, for He 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you’ [John 14:16, 17]. This refers to the 
OMNIPRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, CALLED THE COMFORTER.” 

{Manuscript Releases vol. 14, p. 179} 
 
“Though the ministration was to be removed from the earthly to the heavenly 
temple; though the sanctuary and our great high priest would be invisible to 
human sight, yet the disciples were to suffer no loss thereby. They would 
realize no break in their communion, and no diminution of power because of 
the Savior’s absence. While JESUS ministers in the sanctuary above, HE IS 
STILL BY HIS SPIRIT the minister of the church on earth. HE IS 
WITHDRAWN FROM THE EYE OF SENSE, but HIS parting promise is 
fulfilled, ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’ Matthew 
28:20. While HE delegates HIS power to inferior ministers, HIS ENERGIZING 
PRESENCE IS STILL WITH HIS CHURCH.” {Desire of Ages, p. 166} 

 
The above statements and many others (too many to list them all here) 
clearly show in an unambiguous language that Christ is omnipresent 
through His own Spirit. 
 
“One thing worth noting is that there’s a need to distinguish the 
ACTUAL/LITERAL PRESENCE of Christ with His omnipresent Spirit. The 
actual Person of Christ has a corporeal personality and His visible, physical 
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Self is limited to a local presence, ministering in heaven; He is only 
omnipresent BY His Spirit. Therefore we do not literally interact with Christ 
Himself, but rather with some mysterious “AGENCY” (not another being) 
WHICH IS DISTINCT AND SEPARATE FROM Himself but nonetheless we 
can indeed experience Christ personally.” Paul Chung. 
 
"The Lord's throne is in heaven" (Psalm 11:4); YET BY HIS SPIRIT HE IS 
EVERYWHERE PRESENT. He has an intimate knowledge of, and a personal 

interest in, all the works of His hand. ” { E. G. White, Education , p. 132} 
 
“The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of 
inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand times 
ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy beings, all waiting to do His 
will. THROUGH THESE MESSENGERS He is in active communication with 
every part of His dominion. BY HIS SPIRIT HE IS EVERYWHERE 
PRESENT. THROUGH THE AGENCY OF HIS SPIRIT AND HIS ANGELS HE 
MINISTERS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN.”  {MH 417.2}  
 

• “Does not God say he fills immensity of space? We answer, No. Psalms 
137: 7, 8. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there, etc. God by his 
Spirit may fill heaven and earth, etc. Some confound God with his 
Spirit, which makes confusion. Psalms 11:4. The Lord is in his holy 
temple, the Lord's throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, etc. 

Habakkuk.2:20; Psalms.102:19. For he hath looked down from the 
height of his Sanctuary; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth. 
1Peter 3:12. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayers, etc. Psalms 80:1. Give ear, O Shepherd of 
Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between 
the cherubims, shine forth. Isaiah 37:16.   
 

• John 14:2. In my Father's house are many mansions. I go to prepare a 
place for you. Revelation 21:2-5; Hebrews 11:6. For he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, etc. This testimony we deem highly 
important at this time, to know that there is a God. We have no doubt 
that if our eyes could be opened in vision, or see as angels see, we 
should see God in heaven sitting on his throne, and is present to 
all that exists, however distant from him in his creation. {March 7, 
1854 JWe, ARSH 50.10}  

 
BLESSINGS 


